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Why Baptism Is A Burial
EDITOR'S NOTE:

The following article was 
written by the late Dr. VI. 0. 
Carver who was for many 
years Professor of Missions 
at Southern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky. It was recently 
republished in the Baptist, 
Record^ official Journal of 
the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention, and reproduced 
here by permission. It is 
timeless in content. (See 
Romans 6: 1 - 11, espeically 
verse 4)

Baptists are not separatists. They 
do not consider themselves nor wish 
to be considered a “sect” of Chris
tianity. They believe in the fellowship 
of all the redeemed and rejoice in the 
spiritual unity of all who know Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. If they 
maintain a separate existence as a 
Christian denomination, it is because 
they are convinced that they have a 
duty to Jesus Christ, a message to 
their fellow Christians and a mission 
to discharge in the fulfillment of the 
function of Christianity in the human 
race and in the building of the King
dom of God.

In the passage in Romans the Holy 
Spirit, through the Apostle Paul, tells 
us why baptism is a burial; why the 
ordinance which stands at the formal 
entrance upon Christian life is a burial 
ordinance. Unless there is some im
portant principle involved in the form 
of this profession ordinance no people 
would be justified in making an issue 
over it. No people have the moral 
right to separate themselves from 
other Christians on any issue which is 
not of permanent value to the faith of 
Christ, or which does not contribute 
vitally to the ultimate purposes of the 
Gospel.

The enterprise of Jesus Christ is 
the supreme undertaking of God as 
revealed in the Scriptures and in his
tory. Our Lord undertook it at great 
cost and planned it with divine wis
dom. His organization is very simple. 
His method is very direct. His ordi
nances are very few — only two. 
Their purpose ought to be clear, and 
their use faithfully kept.

Baptism Symbolizes Doctrine
Baptism is a picture of truth. It is 

a true picture of the truths that lie at 
the foundation of redemption, of the 
individual and of humanity.

By W. O. Carver
Christianity as an experience, as a 

system and as a force in history rests 
on the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ. That is the 
“chief cornerstone” of its foundation, 
and it was laid in an opened tomb. 
“Christ died for our sins and was 
raised for our justification.” 
Wherever that is lost sight of Chris
tianity loses its power.

Jesus knew from the beginning of 
his ministry that he must die for 
mankind. He was the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world.” With no 
illusions, and without reservation, he 
committed himself from the start to 
the full payment of the awful price. 
When he came to John the Baptist it 
was to be baptized into the full dedi
cation to his ministry of atonement, 
including his death and resurrection.

“Thus,” said he to John, “it be- 
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
In this way (ouros) must he redeem 
men. He knew that at the other end of 
his ministry there must be death and 
rising again, and in this pictured way 
in the River Jordan he accepted from 
the start the full sacrifice.

Men are “dead in trespasses and in 
sin.” If they are to live spiritually 
they must be raised from this spirit
ual death. There must be a new crea
tion. “The old man with his deeds” 
must be “put off,” and a new life en
tered upon. This is a hard doctrine 
for human nature. It involves confes
sion of sins and repentance from dead 
works. It is not easy to keep before 
men’s minds their deep sinfulness, 
their need of regeneration, their res
urrection to a new ideal of living and 
to a new form of life. God knew this. 
He made John know it. Jesus em
phasized it.

So they set at the door of the Chris
tian way a picture meant to proclaim 
constantly to all men that all men, 
and each man, must make a com
plete break with an unworthy past and 
enter upon a new life and a new way 
of living in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And that it might be proclaimed that 
this change is no mere reformation 
wrought by man’s own will, but is the 
work of God within man, there is the 
resurrection from the symbolical 
water grave from which we are raised 
to “walk in newness of life,” “even 
as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father.”

Baptism Embodies Experience of 
Believer In Christ

“We who died to sin” were “made 
alive unto God in Christ Jesus.” Only 

“He that died to sin is justified from 
sin” — not any other man. Chris
tian conversion means a complete 
break with the past life. I n my 
baptism I express to my own con
sciousness, announce to my fellow
believers of the church, and proclaim 
to all men that through the grace of 
“him who for my sake died and rose 
again” I have died to sin and been 
raised to new life, and hope, and 
peace. I have come into a new rela
tion to God.

Baptism Persuades Conduct
“We who died to sin how shall we 

any longer live therein?” Such is 
Paul’s protest of indignant horror at 
the suggestion that sin can be a mat
ter of indifference to the man who is 
saved by grace through faith. “Did ye 
not know,” he exclaims, “that as 
many of us as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death.” Herein rests our only right to 
this burial symbol. The three chap
ters of Romans, VI to VIII, are a tre
mendous argument to the effect that 
salvation in Christ by faith commits 
the saved man to the complete con
quest of sin; plunges him into a ter
rific conflict with sin; and puts him in 
conquering relation with the divine 
energies that destroy sin.

The whole section from VI :1 to 
VII:6 urges, on principle and with 
various illustrations, that the man 
who accepts the dead, risen, and liv
ing Christ for his Saviour must “reck
on himself to be dead indeed unto 
sin but alive unto God through Christ 
Jesus.” Sin must have “no more do
minion over him.”

The power for all this began in a 
Saviour crucified and risen. The ex
perience began in my being crucified 
along with Christ and being lifted into 
a new life. “If any man be in Christ 
there is a new creation.” I must now 
live that new creation. I must no 
longer hear the call of sin. I must be 
genuinely dead to it. This I declared 
in my baptismal burial, and commit 
myself to it.

When I was a small boy I went one 
day to play with neighbor boys. I 
found them in the midst of a game in 
which one of them was supposed to 
be dead. He was lying prone upon the 
floor. His brother called to him: 
“Alex, are you dead?, say!” Alex did 
not move a muscle. A third time he 
shouted: “I say Alex, are you dead?” 
Alex softly said, “Yes.” With a tone 
of disgust and scorn the brother said, 
“Well, be dead then.” If he was dead 
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3000000000
There are some in North 

Carolina who would persuade 
us that the actions of those 
deviating churches which have 
begun to receive unbaptized 
members should be of no con
cern to the rest of us who 
are cooperating with the Bap
tist State Convention of 
North Carolina. They say 
that it is strictly a local 
affair of the local church 
and that other churches of 
the Convention should not 
raise any voice about it. It 
is upon this basis that the 
primary objection has been 
raised to the baptismal am
endment which would require 
all churches cooperating in 
the Convention to be composed 
of baptized(immersed) members.

If we were independent, 
fundamentalist, churches this 
would be the case but we are 
not independent, we are au
tonomous and there is a dif
ference. An independent 
church does not rely upon 
outside organization or agen
cies for any assistance in 
carrying on the local church 
program. The strictly inde
pendent church writes its own 
literature, supports its own 
missionaries, and is for the 
most part, ingrown.

NOT SO
Not so of

Southern Baptist Churches. 
We depend upon outside pub
lishing houses for literature. 
We depend upon Boards and 
Commissions of our Denomina
tion to extend our missionary 
outreach and, for the most 
part, carry on our mission
ary work. We do very little 
direct mission work. For the 
most part, we depend upon 
institutions supported by our 
denomination to train our 
pastors.educational workers, 
teachers and missionary wor
kers. All of this is done in 
order to propagate the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The ques
tion then becomes, "What kind 
of Gospel are we going to 
propagate?"

Are we going to propagate 
a "gospel" that ignores a di
rect command of our Lord 
to baptize believers - a prac
tice from which we derived our 
name? If so, then we should 
mot be concerned about the 

deviating churches which have 
already begun to receive un
baptized members. But unless 
we are willing to come to 
that point in our denomina
tional life then we had better 
be concerned.

WHY?
We should be concerned be

cause members from these 
deviating churches can ulti
mately make their way to serve 
on our boards.commissions and 
committees. It may well be 
that some of those unbaptized 
people will enter the ministry 
or some other full time Chris
tian vocation. It is quite 
possible that we may find 
ourselves supporting denomi
national workers, teachers, 
and missionaries who have 
neither experienced New Testa
ment baptism, believe in it 
nor teach it. It is quite 
possible and probable that in 
another few short years some 
of these people will be ser
ving on important committees 
and boards of our State Con
vention.

MEMBERSHIP EXCHANGE
Again, North Carolina and 

Southern Baptist Churches ex
change members very freely by 
letter or promise of a letter. 
If an unbaptized member of a 
Southern Baptist Church seeks 
membership in another Southern 
Baptist Church which adheres 
to the New Testmanet command 
on Baptism, then it becomes 
the unhappy duty of the re
ceiving church to inform that 
person that he must experi - 
ence New Testament baptism 
before he can become a mem
ber. It is at this point 
that all kinds of unbelievable 
pressures can be exerted upon 
a pastor and a church. The 
fellowship in a church can 
be broken at this point and 
a church can be disrupted. 
Feelings can be hurt and 
people who should be in the 
service of Christ will be dis
illusioned because they were 
not told the truth to begin 
with. As a few churches be
gin to follow this practice 
the pressure will be on other 
churches to conform to the 
same unbiblical practice.

DON'T BE DUPED
Let no Baptist in North Caro

lina be duped into believing 
that the unbiblical stance 
taken by these deviating 
churches will not effect you 
in the life of your church. 
It may not come next year or 
the year after but ultimately 
the pressure will be on you 
to conform to the same prac
tice. Several of these chur
ches are affluent First Bap
tist Churches.At this moment 
many people in those churches 
are unhappy with the position 
that their own church has tak
en on the matter of baptism. 
In most cases, the action was 
rammed through a church busi
ness meeting by a very strong 
and vocal minority. There is 
some hope that these churches 
will put their houses in or
der if the North Carolina 
convention acts but if the 
North Carolina Convention 
fails to take a positive ac
tion concerning this matter 
and to bear an unmistakable 
witness on the New Testament 
ordinance of Baptism then 
there is 1 ittle hooe that this 
practice will be turned back. 
In only a matter of four or 
five years it will become a 
flood tide across North Car
olina that will be impossible 
to contain and we will no 
longer be Southern Baptists.

WHY THE BRAG?
In the pages of the Bibli

cal Recorder we see a lot of 
bragging about how well things 
are going in North Carolina. 
Some would have us believe that 
North Carolina Baptists are 
perfectly happy and content 
with the false doctrine that 
is on the rampage among us. 
The truth of the matter is that 
we are not doing nearly so 
well as some would have us 
believe. The latest issue of 
the Baptist Program reveals 
that North Carolina gifts to 
the Cooperative Program are 
$57,631.00 behind last year, 
while most all of the other 
states are increasing.

Baptisms are slightly above 
what they were last year but 
they are still considerably 
below what they were several 
years ago. This ought to tell 
us something.



STRANGE LETTERS
We have read some strange letters in the 

Biblical Recorder in the last few weeks but 
one of the strangest was from Lee Porter of 
Texas in which Lee attempted to speak for Dr. 
Criswell expressing for Dr. Criswell that 
Baptist State Conventions should not have 
"detailed doctrinal statements" in their con
stitutions. He allowed that Dr. Criswell 
went to the Texas Convention prepared to de
bate that issue and the letter implied that 
Dr. Criswell would be opposed to the Owens' 
Amendment here in North Carolina.

The strangeness of the letter stems from 
the fact that Lee Porter attempts to speak 
for one of the most outspoken men in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Does Dr. Cris
well no longer speak for himself? The only 
public statement that we have ever known of 
Dr. Criswell making along this line is when 
he made a much debated speech before the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention while he was President of the Con
vention. At that time his public statement 
was that we Southern Baptists should take 
the Baptist Faith and Message adopted in 
Kansas City in 1963 and say, "that is what it 
means to be a Baptist". As a result of it 
the liberals in the Convention roundly criti
cized him for it but now Lee Porter attempts 
to speak for Dr. Criswell. Why not let Dr. 
Criswell speak for himself if he does not be
lieve in baptism by immersion and if he does 
not believe that churches should so practice 
it.

Another strange slant of the letter was 
that it implied that the Texas Convention had 
taken a stand against a similar proposition 
in the Texas Convention. The Texas Convention 
has never voted on the matter of Baptism by 
immersion. Lee Porter simply stated that the 
Convention was faced with a doctrinal issue. 
Why did he not name the doctrinal issue in
volved? Of course, the whole truth would not 
have served his biased purpose nor the purpose 
of the Recorder editor. Suffice it to say 
that the Texas Convention has never faced the 
baptismal issue as we are facing it in North 
Carolina. I was born and reared in Texas and 
pastored in Texas for more than 9 years. I 
believe that I can assure that the Texas Con
vention will stand on Baptism by immersion.

The trick word in Lee's letter is the word 
"detailed". No Convention wants a "detailed" 
doctrinal statement such as the millenial 
question or questions of interpretations of 
prophecy but to require that churches affilia
ted with the Convention practice one of our 
most basic ordinances of the church according 
to the command of the New Testmane is far 
from a "detailed doctrinal statement".

But if Dr. Criswell started sprinkling to
morrow it would not change the position of 
bible-believing Baptists in North Carolina for 
we are following the command of Jesus Christ 
and not the opinion of any man. This is some
thing that some of the brethren have a hard 
time understanding.

Another strange thing about Lee Porter's 
letter is that it could be so readily publi

shed in the Biblical Recorder when men writing 
in support of the Owens Amendment have had a 
very difficult time getting their letters 
published. One student, writing in support 
of the Owens Amendment, was even pressured to 
change his signature but a man from out of 
state writing in opposition to the Amendment 
seems to have no trouble in having a long 
letter published.

ROBERT M. TENERY

FLB5H!!!
In the November 2 issue of Baptist United 

News we placed a notice that the amendments 
on baptism would be considered on Tuesday but 
according to the latest word from President 
Tom Freeman and Parlimentarian, James Bulman 
the matter will be considered on Wednesday 
morning. Please note this change, and get 
your messengers there on Wednesday morning. 
Each cooperating church is allowed two mes
sengers and "one additional messenger for 
every one hundred members or major fraction 
thereof beyond the first one hundred members; 
provided that no church shall be entitled to 
more than ten messengers". (N. C. Baptist 
Annual, Page 28, Article IV)

Because of the magnitude of the Baptismal 
Amendment there will likely be messengers 
driving in to vote on this matter that so 
vitally affects North Carolina Baptist Chur
ches. This is as it should be. You should 
be present as early as possible Wednesday 
morning so as to allow plenty of time to 
register before the morning session begins. 
The main task is to get the messengers to 
Winston-Salem. When the Baptist people who 
sit in the pews,give their money, teach their 
classes and support the missionary programs 
of the churches and the denomination have a 
chance to vote on this matter they will do 
the right thing. Every messenger should be 
duly elected by the local church.

CONVtNTIONPLANP
If you have not yet made your Convention 

reservations to Portland you will want to do 
so right away. Please contact Rev. Max G. 
Reece of Route 2, Box 155, Siler City, N.C. 
27344. The cost is $220 which includes plane 
fare, hotel room in a nice convenient hotel 
and transportation to and from the airport. 
There will also be a side tour of the Portland 
area on Wednesday afternoon included in the 
price. Rev. Reece's telephone number is 
919-742-2095. The flight will leave the 
Greensboro-High Point Airport at 9:00 A.M. on 
Monday June 11 and return on Friday, June 15. 
We urge you to contact Rev. Reece right away.

TRUTH
Through the pages of Baptists United News 

you have been told the truth about the Bap- 
tisimal issue. Dr. Julian Hopkins has ably 
challenged and refuted every-public statement 
that has been used against the Owens Baptisi- 
mal Amendment. His articles were well docu
mented. The public attacks on the Owens Am
endment have been answered publicly.

Let's pass the Owens Amendment!!



Baptism Is A Burial”
he must not answer, must not even 
hear the call.

Even so, the great Apostle tells us, 
in behalf of Christ, we must be dead 
to all the calls, all the appeals of sin. 
We died to sin so thoroughly that we 
were buried and in our new life there 
is no place for response to the appeal. 
Men learn by pictures. Jesus Christ 
was the guest Teacher of men. He de
sired to set in his churches a picture 
which would at once represent man’s 
death in sin, his own death for sin, 
and the believer’s death to sin. He 
would have a picture that would keep 
forever before the personal Christian, 
the church and the world the essen
tial truths and experience of Chris
tianity.

Such a picture he found in baptism. 
“Therefore we are buried in bap
tism.” For me Jesus Christ went to 
the cross and the grave. He gave me 
this picture framed by his own hands 
of love to keep as a symbol of all he 
has suffered for me, and of all I 
have received in him.

More than half a century ago a lit
tle woman responded to my need and 
my plea and committed herself to the 
enrichment of my life. Soon after she 
had made this pledge she gave me a 
picture of herself in a frame simply 
but delicately wrought. All these years 
that picture has hung upon the walls 
of my study, wherever I have lived. 
I do not need that picture to know 
the love of my wife. I could get the 
benefit of her sacrificial living for me 
if I did not have it. But I could not 
be true to her love, nor true to my 
own appreciation of her love, if I 
could be indifferent to this token and 
symbol of her. I could get along with
out it. I could never consent to sub
stitute that picture with another.

And when my Lord and Saviour has 
chosen this baptismal picture, first to 
embody for himself what he was 
suffering for my salvation, and then 
to picture what he has done in me, 
and to proclaim his work for man
kind, I cannot give it up nor change 
it. The picture does not save me. I 
could get along without it. Yet we do 
not wish to give it up. We will not 
substitute it with any other. It has 
permanent value in sentiment and in 
reason.

Baptism Preserves Integrity of 
Essential Christianity

New Testament baptism was not 
modified in form or substituted by 
some other “form” until the signif
icance and the intent of the ordinance 
were perverted by misconception.

First there began to be attached to 
the ordinance an undue importance. 
Thus there was introduced slowly and

BY Wi0. CARVER (Continued from Page
then progressively the practice of 
“clinical baptism” for such as by rea
son of illness or infirmity were unable 
to accept baptism in the regular open 
way in the presence of the church. 
Along with this arose the fear that 
baptism (immersion) would endanger 
the health if not the life of the recipi
ent. So pouring of water on some 
parts of the body was substituted.

This clinical baptism indicated the 
beginning of a sacramentarian sig
nificance attributed to the ordinance. 
Along with this began the sacerdotal 
idea which in the course of time came 
to be attributed to the ordinance by 
the great body of Christians; and this 
was made emphatic by the Roman 
Catholic Church and carried over into 
the Greek Orthodox churches; and ac
cepted by inheritance from the Rom
an Church by most of the Reforma
tion churches, with varying degrees of 
insistent conviction.

Once the substitution of sprinkling 
or pouring as a possibility instead of 
baptism began, the practice extended 
more and more widely until by the 
eleventh century in Western Christen
dom it became the general practice.

From the second century “the 
clergy” began to be divided from the 
common Christian brotherhood and 
exalted above “the laity.” Herein lies 
the most vitiating influence for the 
departure of historical Christianity 
from the New Testament practice and 
from the essential nature of the Chris
tian gospel and church.

In all churches which have either 
substituted or made official other 
“forms of baptism for the original 
“form” in their baptismal formulas 
they depart radically from the intent 
of baptism as set forth in the New 
Testament. This is especially damag
ing in that sacramentarian efficacy 
for regeneration is explicitly attribut
ed to the practice in all pedobaptist 
churches.

The corruption of baptism in its sim
ple, symbolic significance is defintely 
associated with doctrinal error con
cerning Christology, soteriology, ec- 
clesiology and the confusion between 
the church and the kingdom in the 
Christian movement. It is also associ
ated definitely with the concept of 
man, of sin, and of the essential 
spirituality of the Christian experi
ence in salvation and in Christian 
living.

Fundamentally the concept of fam
ily religion, involving christening of 
infants, became definitely a part of 
the church - state religion and the 
practice of nationalism in religion 
where by all children born within the 
domain of the state and christened

1)
within the official church were ac
counted as saved members of the king
dom of God.

The evils of this perversion are just 
now proving a terrible handicap to 
the function of Christianity in the cur
rent world disorder and in the capac
ity of the church to prove itself the 
factor for bringing order out of the 
chaos for which Christianity is ulti
mately the only hope.

No Compromise Possible
It is because of the considerations 

herein set forth that Baptists are 
deeply convinced that they cannot 
compromise i n the matter of the 
meaning, the nature, the subjects or 
the significance of baptism as a 
burial. It might be conceivable that 
Christianity could live in its spiritual 
significance without ordinances, as 
with the Quakers. For the ordinances 
are only symbols: deeply significant 
symbols but not saving functions.

We could not afford to substitute 
other symbols for those given to us. 
While it would be dangerous to add 
symbolic ordinances to the two given 
us, we might tolerate sprinkling and 
pouring as symbols of the giving of 
the Holy Spirit or as “sign and seal 
of the covenant of grace” as continu
ing “the covenant of the old dispen
sation.”

Even there is a basic error. The 
covenant of Moses was itself a cov
enant of grace and its symbol, cir
cumcision, had been practiced as a 
symbol of the grace covenant for cen
turies before it came to be connected 
with the covenant at Sinai. “We are 
buried therefore by baptism into the 
likeness of death” in all aspects of 
essential Christianty.

But we must never forget that bap
tism is not only burial, it is also res
urrection. We are “raised with him 
(our Saviour Lord) unto newness of 
life.” “Unless we are raised with him 
in the likeness of his resurrection” 
our burial in the likeness of his burial 
will have done nothing for us. It will 
have been no baptism. There must be 
immersion and emersion.

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The name of W.O. Carver 

is synonomous with missions 
in Southern. Baptist life. 
His mission textbooks are u- 
sed in several of our Semi
naries. His position in the 
above article reveals his be
lief that cooperation in mis
sions must be founded upon a 
sound Biblical and theolopi cd 
foundation.
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