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COME HOME SOUTHERN BAPTISTS
BY RAY SADLER

EDITOR S NOTE: THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS DELIVERED BY RAY SADLER IN ATLANTA, 
GEORGIA ON OCTOBER 16, 1972 SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, HE WAS FOUNDER AND 
PRESIDENT OF TOTAL EVANGELISTIC CONCEPTS, INC. HE WAS A SOUTHERN BAPTIST AND 
HIS WORDS ARE TIMELY,

Gentlemen, like each of you today, I am 
here as the result of a deep love for my de
nomination and a great sense of responsibility 
for the future of our fellowship. I am con
cerned by the rising tide of liberalism, for
malism, and institutionalism that is quench
ing the moving of the Holy Spirit in Southern 
Baptist work, and supressing the attitude of 
conquest that has been the key to the build
ing of our denomination. I am concerned about 
the leaders, teachers, professors,and writers 
within the framework of our denominational 
agencies and schools that have dangerously 
assigned the Word of God to the realm of myth
ology, the power of God to the emotions of 
men, and the purpose of God to the establish
ment of social institutions.

THE HEARTBEAT
As I have traveled about this country these 

last three years, I believe that I have felt 
the pulse, sensed the heartbeat, of Southern 
Baptist pastors and laymen. There seems to 
be a common sense of discouragment, disillu
sionment, confusion, frustration, and general 
disenchantment with our Convention. The evi
dence of this is seen by that great number of 
churches, pastors, and evangelists who are 
completely withdrawing from the Convention, 
discontinuing or redirecting their gifts to 
denominational agencies and programs, or just 
giving token allegiance to the structure. 
These brothers are not a minority of "hare
brained radicals" -- they are not, as the 
Baptist Standard referred to them "..a splin
ter group within the Southern Baptist Conven
tion which has pooled its ignorance..." ----  
they are, rather, a large group of churches 
and men who have been committed to the cause 
of Southern Baptists, and they are the group 
which has built this great denomination to be 
the greatest evangelistic thrust in the his
tory of Christendom!!!

It is this group of dedicated Southern 
Baptists who make this meeting important. 
They want a voice. We dare speak for no one 
but ourselves; yet, in our speaking we are 
representing the "silent Majority"of Southern

Baptists. I believe that many who are not 
here today would have us say to our denomi
national leaders and our denominational 
schools, and our denominational publishing 
houses -- "Listen to us!! You are our tool, 
not our masters!!!"

AREAS OF CONCERN
I believe that we should concern ourselves 

with three particular areas that have been 
perverted by our denominational leadership. 
We should say something about RETURNING TO THE 
MISSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH, AND RE
TURNING TO THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH, AND RETURNING TO THE METHOD OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH. These are great areas 
of concern to Southern Baptists everywhere. I 
think there are several areas of great concern 
within the denomination. I believe that this 
group should be involved with these areas of 
doctrinal and methodical deviation. Under
stand that, unfortunately, I can only offer 
you one man's opinion. I actually have lit
tle to say that most of y^u have not already 
said or thought. Yet my situation is like 
that of the farmer who was milking his one 
lone cow in the lot when a lost stranger 
called out for directions. As the farmer was 
pointing the way at the back fence, the cow 
turned to drink the milk out of the pail. The 
traveler was most apologetic for this, and 
the farmer, seeking to relieve his tension 
said, "Think nothing of it. It was so thin 
it needed to go through twice anyhow."

OUR. APPEAL
We need to appeal to our denomination .... 

1....to cease listening to those theologians 
who contend that the purpose of the church is 
worship. There is little or no Biblical jus
tification for that position. Yet, that 
position seems to be the accepted stance by 
our writers and teachers.
2....to cease to accept those definitions of 
missions that are geographical in nature. 
There must somehow be a reversal of the men
tality that says our mission is "Out there"



ONE REyOLUTi°l\l BY
RONNIE OWENSW

Tommy and Diane Winders, a dynamic young 
husband and wife evangelistic team from Tupelo 
Mississippi, recently led in a "One Way Revo
lution" at the Burkemont Baptist Church of 
Morganton in which there were more than 250 
registered decisions with 146 of them being 
first time professions of faith. Winders, a 
graduate of Delta State College in Mississippi 
and New Orleans Baptist Seminary, at 27 is up 
to date in conversation and moderately mod in 
dress. A reporter from the Morganton News- 
Herald said of him, "He appeals to young 
people, but the adults who attend the meet
ings go away with a fresh outlook on the youth 
of today." His wife, Diane, is unbelievably 
professional in her singing.

News of the revival at Burkemont quickly 
flashed over the county and young people came 
from every part of the county. Some of those1 
who made professions of faith went to join 
churches in their own communities and challenge 
the young people there to a stronger witness 
for Jesus. Tommy Winders is conservative in 
his theology and preaches a straight gospel.

The "One Way Revolution" began with a 
giant Rally on Saturday night which was co
vered live for one hour by a local radio sta
tion, WMNC. Special singing groups partici
pated in the "One Way Revolution". They in
cluded the Voyagers of the Greystone Baptist 
Church of Durham and the Sons of Light from 
the Florida Street Baptist Church of Greens
boro. On Saturday afternoon prior to the 
Rally, witnessing teams from the Florida 
Street Baptist Church teamed up with local 
Burkemont youth to visit lost and unenlisted 
young people in the area. Prior to the be
ginning of the revival the Burkemont young 
people had conducted a survey of the local 
High School and discovered 214 High School 
young people who did not attend church, were 
not Christians by their own testimony, and 
who had no church preference. The witnessing 
teams culminated several weeks of intensive 
prospect visitation by the youth of Burkemont.

During the week of the "One Way Revolution" 
Mr. Winders spoke in High Schools throughout

The front row of the Youth Choir moves out of 
the Choir and out into the Congregation to 
greet them at the beginning of the service 
each night as Ronnie Owens leads the Congre
gation in singing "The Gospel In A Word is 
Love".

Evangelist Tommy Winders and his wife, Diane 
sing prior to the message. Seated in the 
Choir Loft is the Burkemont Youth Choir.

the county' as well as the North Carolina
School for the Deaf. His wife, Diane, signs 
many of the songs that she sings for the deaf
people. The interpreter for the week was 
Miss Marcia Hickman. A large delegation from 
the School for the Deaf attended the services 
on several nights.30 of them made professions 
of faith in Jesus Christ.

The Burkemont Auditorium was packed with 
adults and young people night after night. 
Chairs were placed in every space possibly 
and there were times when some young people 
sat on the floor because no more seats were 
available. While Tommy does not preach from 
behind a pulpit the theme of the revival was 
expressed by a huge rugged cross erected be
hind the pulpit area just in front of the 
choir. Tommy preached standing beneath the 
cross each night. j

Formerly associated with Bob Harrington 
and Richard Hogue he has recently changed his 
address to Box 1711, Tupelo, Mississippi 
38801. Pastor Robert Tenery of the Burkemont 
Church stated that it was the greatest church 
revival that he had ever participated in.

This scene was repeated night after night as 
ushers searched for seats to seat the young 
people and adults who swarmed to the "One
Way Revolution" revival.
NOTE: THIS IS THE FIRST IN A SERIES ON EVAN
GELISTIC ACTIVITY IN NORTH CAROLINA.



ADDRESS BY RAY SADLER
(Continued from Page One)

and the further out, the more the mission. 
"Come home Southern Baptist" should be our 
theme. Granted our mission task is world
wide, but not to the exclusion of this heathen 
land in which we live. Concentration upon 
missions here should permeate our literature 
and emphasis. Evangelism must be given the 
highest of priorities in our program.
3-...to cease believing that our mission is 
to establish organizations. There is atrophy 
in organization for organization's sake. 
When an organization exists for the sole pur
pose of the perpetuation of that organization 
it ceases to be New Testament in nature and 
vitiates rather than vitalizes. We must be 
made to remember that skeletons do not pro
duce babies!! Though plumbing is essential 
to carry water, pipes do not quench thrist. 
And plumbing that does not carry water (or 
eliminate waste) is nonsense!! The establish
ment of an R.A. Group in Nicaragua is not our 
mission. The founding of a W.M.U. in Tangan
yika hardly fulfills the Great Commission.
4....to cease emphasizing the institutional. 
The establishment of schools, hospitals, and 
social agencies is not our purpose. These 
institutions are doubtless beneficial but not 
necessarily productive. Atrophy is also clo
sely related to institution. The lost have 
been known to use our hospitals — and not 
hear of or receive Christ!!! Men have been 
known to accept our education and reject our 
Christ! They have also been known to give 
money to our institution without giving al lei- 
gance to Christ. Deterioration is close on 
the heels of institutionalism.
5....to cease accepting the belief that tol
erance is Virtue!!! That is not a Christian 
principle! Tolerance is acceptance! Accep
tance is endorsement! Tolerance of heresy, 
incompetence, and immorality is the foundation 
of failure. Under the guise of denominational 
prudence—we have accepted incompetence; and 
under the guise of Christian Brotherhood -- we 
have accepted immorality! We are therein 
drinking spiritual poison.
6....to cease placing hierarchy before prin
ciple and doctrine. Hierarchy is not neces
sarily holy; nor are those who have capitu
lated to the top of the hierarcheological 
ladder. Regardless of position or prominence 
-- wrong is wrong. Regardless of what the 
esteemed chair of Theology in what Seminary 
teaches -- heresy is heresy. Regardless of 
how learned the writer or powerful the wri
ter — error is error!
7....to cease ignoring Scripture as the foun-; 
dation of faith! The acceptance of teachers 
professors and leaders who cast doubt upon 
the Word of God,and the permitting of writers 
to work under the auspices of our agencies who 
do not believe the Word of God, has done more 
to weaken our impact and ministry than any 
other thing. It is eroding the confidence of 
the lay people -- in both their pastor and 
denomination!
8....to cease the failure to respond to the

NOTE: THERE ARE STILL A FEW SEATS AVAILABLE 
ON THE CONVENTION PLANE. CONTACT REV. MAX G. 
REECE,ROUTE 2 BOX 155,SILER CITY,N.C. 27344. 
HIS PHONE IS: (919) 742-2095.

voice of the churches. The Southern Baptist 
people believe the Word of God, love the will 
of God, long for the favor of God, and desire 
to pursue the purpose of God. They are dis
heartened and confused by the sluggishness of 
the denominational structure. They are dis
tressed by the trend that doubts the faith of 
the fathers!
9...-to reaffirm our basic commitment to the 
Great Commission. Jesus said, "I have come 
to seek and to save that which is lost." Our 
people believe that as fact and direction. 
Yet our emphasis and energy and economy is 
spent on pseudo-blood-bought salvation. This 
fact of the faith must be taught. Society 
will only be redeemed when man is personally 
redeemed by the blood.
10..- to reaffirm our faith in the simple 
statement of faith set forth in the Baptist 
Faith and Message -- "The Bible....  is truth 
without mixture of error!" And demand that 
our leaders, teachers, and writers commit 
themselves to that statement.

NEW ORGANIZATION
On March 3, 1973 the Baptist Faith and 

Message Fellowship was formed at a meeting of 
conservative men from across the Southern 
Baptist Convention, meeting in the First Bap
tist Church of Atlanta. Officers for the 
national organization include Rev. M.O. Owens 
Jr., pastor of the Parkwood Baptist Church in 
Gastonia as President: Dr. Laverne Butler, 
pastor of 9th and Q Baptist Church of Louis
ville, Kentucky, First Vice-president; Rev. 
Bill Sutton, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Pine Hills, Orlando, ^Florida, as 
Second Vice-president; and Rev. Aubert Rose 
Assistant Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Atlanta, Georgia as Secretary-Treasurer. 
States represented in the formation of the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship include 
California, Georgia, Texas, Kentucky, Alabama 
Virginia, North Carolina and Florida.

The purpose of the organization is to be 
a strong advocate of the doctrinal and theo
logical positions stated in the Baptist Faith 
and Message adopted in Kansas City in 1963, 
especially Articles One and Eleven, and which 
was originally adopted in 1925. An offering 
of $330 was received from those present and 
about $5,000 was pledged to begin the work 
©f the Fellowship. A steering committee of 
five men from various states was appointed 
to assist the elected officers in implementing 
the projects of the Fellowship.

The Organization went on record stating 
that it has no intention whatever of withdraw
ing from the Southern Baptist Convention 
and that it will avoid any ties with groups or 
individuals who may advocate withdrawing from 
the Convention. It is the stated aim of the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship to work 
within the framework of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

During a period of open discussion it was 
learned that Conservative groups are spring
ing up in states all over the Southern Bap
tist Convention composed of pastors and lay
men who are deeply disturbed about the con
tinuing liberal bent of some Southern Baptist 
leaders.
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If we are to believe re

ports appearing in the Bibli
cal Recorder some members of 
the Committee of Eleven which 
was appointed by the State 
Convention to implement the 
Owens’ Resolution concerning 
baptism have begun with "one 
accord" to try to torpedo the 
work of the committee and to 
make it ineffective. One has 
questioned whether or not the 
whole resolution was "out of 
order". Another stated that 
he did not want to go to the 
churches and "ask them to 
change" which is exactly what 
the resolution instructs the 
committee to do. Another 
stated that she would not 
"worry about it" if she did 
know of differing churches. 
Some members of the committee 
talk of "interpreting" the 
resolution.

NO INTERPRETATION
The resolution needs no 

interpretation. It is as 
clear as day. The Convention 
reaffirmed its stance on be
liever’s baptism by immersion 
and called upon churches 
differing at this point to 
align their policies on church 
membership so as to be in ac
cord with the other North 
Carolina Baptist Churches 
which insist on believer's 
baptism in water as a pre
requisite to church membership.

The instruction given to 
the committee is very clear. 
The committee is to "take this 
resolution and this plea to 
any and all churches in our 
fellowship new receiving 
people into their membership 
without requiring of them 
baptism by immersion; that 
they urge these churches^ in 
love and for the sake of har
mony and our labors together 
to comply with this request; 
that this committee make a 
full report to North Carolina 
Baptists in the pages of the 
Biblical Recorder at least 
"svxty "clays before our annual 
convention in 1973; and that 
this report be without any 
recommendation." Nothing 

A RONALD TONKS 
127 NINTH AVE 
NASHVILLE TENN

37234

could be made any clearer 
than that.

FALSE REPORT
A report appearing in the 

March 14 issue Biblical Recor
der by Toby Druin saying that an 
editorial in the Baptist Uni
ted News "states that an 
amendment will be brought to 
the Convention Constitution 
if the erring churches fail 
to put their houses in order" 
is false. The editorial (ap
pearing in the February 16 is
sue of Baptist United News) 
nowhere stated that the am- 
mendment would be brought 
back. "The editorial said, 
"it will be a mistake for any 
man to conclude that the am- 
mendment will not be brought 
again if the erring churches 
fail to put their houses in 
order and bring their baptis- 
imal policies in line with 
other Baptist churches in 
North Carolina11\ We felt
that it would be a false as
sumption for anyone to believe 
that the matter was resolved 
by the action of the Winston- 
Salem Convention regardless 
of what the Committee does 
but the editorial did not 
state that the amendment will 
be brought back. Neither 
has there been any "propagan
dizing about action proposed 
next Fall while the Committee 
is at work on a solution to 
the baptism question". Bap
tists United News carried no 
reference whatever to any ac
tion planned next Fall. 
The charge of propagandizing 
was made by Mr. John Lewis. 
Let it be clearly understood 
that Baptists United will not 
be gagged by•the charges of 
Mr. John Lewis.

"CHARGES"
The Recorder report further 

stated that Lewis "noted that 
comments in the News have made 
serious charges against Con
vention leaders". This also 
is ridiculous. Let Mr. Lewis 
point them out. In a series 
of articles— appearing in the 

Baptist United News last Fall 
Dr. Julian Hopkins challenged 
the conduct and negative 
statements of Convention 
leaders in regard to the bap
tismal issue and the amend
ment. He carefully documented 
each article. If Mr. Lewis 
has found a single statement 
in Baptist United News that 
is false let him point it out. 
Dr. Hopkins or this writer 
will be happy to substantiate 
everything that has appeared.

Speaking of "serious char
ges" we refer Mr. Lewis to 
his own letter appearing in 
the November 11 issue of the 
Biblical Recorder.lt is about 
the nastiest letter that we 
have ever seen in print which 
lodged a number of false char
ges against Baptists United, 
which Mr. Lewis never 
substantiated. In that 
letter Mr. Lewis charged that 
Baptists United were seeking 
to "gain control of Convention 
life". This has never been 
the aim of Baptists United 
but Mr. Lewis (who hangs a- 
round the Convention Platform 
a lot freely offering his com
ments on matters that come to 
the Convention) seems to be a- 
fraid that he is not going to get 
to run things.Baptists United 
have advocated that the Con
vention leadership should be 
in the hands of men who are 
unhesitatingly committed to 
the Bible as the infallible 
and inerrant Word of God and 
who are unapologetically Bap
tists.

FREEDOM
Perhaps this is the time 

to remind Mr. Lewis and all 
who would endeavor to gag us 
that in America we enjoy such 
things as freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press and 
we are not about to abdicate 
this freedom.
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