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ABOUT THAT PREMIBLE
It seems that every time the sub

ject of the Baptist Faith and Mes
sage surfaces the remarks of Dr. 
Herschel Hobbs are trotted out to 
de-emphasize the meaning and con
tent of the document. It is time 
that Southern Baptists be informed 
that the Baptist Faith and Message 
was by no means the product of or 
the personal possession of Dr. Hobbs. 
While we respect Dr. Hobbs, there 
were numerous other men on the com
mittee but even the entire commit
tee was not established to I come a 
kind of College of Cardinals for 
Southern Baptists.

The formation of the Committee 
and the report of the Committee fol
lowed a fiery Convention Session 
which later came to be known as 
the "Elliot Controversy". Southern 
Baptists were impatient over the 
publication of a commentary on 
Genesis written by a Southern Bap
tist Professor in which the authen
ticity and the integrity of the 
book of Genesis was questioned.

The committee knew full well 
that Southern Baptists had no stom
ach for a weak statement and even 
the Baptist Faith and Message was 
not strong enough for many of the 
messengers at the 1963 Convention. 
During debate at the adoption of 
the Baptist Faith and Message when 
it became apparent that Section 
Six on the church may be altered 
somewhat to give more emphasis to 
the doctrine of the local church, 
Dr. Hobbs yelled into the platform 
microphone and shouted down a mes
senger on the floor who was sugges
ting a change, even though Dr. 
Hobbs himself was not presiding at 
that session. The Baptist Faith 
and Message as presented by the 
committee was essentially a resta
tement of a 1925 statement with a 
very few changes in wording. The 
meaning is essentially the same.

In essence, all the committee 
did was to resubmit the 1925 state
ment.

In recent years, as liberalism 
has become more entrenched in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Dr. 
Hobbs has begun emphasizing the 
preamble to the neglect of the 
body of the statement. Perhaps, we 
need to understand clearly what a 
preamble is. Webster describes a 
preamble as "an introduction, es
pecially to a Constitution, statute 
etc., stating its reason and pur
pose." Dr. Hobbs maintains that 
the preamble is a part of the state
ment which, of course, is ridicu

lous. The preamble is simply an 
introduction to the Baptist Faith 
and Message and is not a part of 
the body. The Supreme Court does 
not make decisions on the basis of 
the preamble to the Constitution. 
It makes decisions on the basis of 
the articles of the Constitution. 
The preamble to the Baptist Faith 
and Message does not state our 
theological position. The articles 
do.

Dr. Hobbs has been quoted as 
stating in a message at Golden Gate 
Seminary that "the preamble care
fully protects the right of the in
dividual conscience." Of course, 
this is farcical. In the first 
place, the individual conscience 
needs no such protection in America. 
In the second place, if such were 
needed it is beyond the power or 
scope of any denomination to legis
late such protection. In the third 
place, to say that such protection 
is in the preamble is to hint that- 
the Baptist Faith and Message is a 
binding document upon Southern Bap
tist churches and individuals. Of 
course, it is not. No church can 
be forced to adhere to the Baptist 
Faith and Message any more than it 
can be forced to support Southern 
Baptist causes. Every church de
termines its own course.

What is the Baptist Faith and Mes
sage? The Baptist Faith and Message 
is a concensus statement of Baptist 
beliefs and doctrines which have 
characterized Southern Baptists for 
many, many decades. While it is 
not binding on any local church 
we must recognize that there is a 
vast difference between a local 
church and a Southern Baptist agency 
or institution. Every agency and 
institution should consider the 
Baptist Faith and Message as bind
ing upon them as they seek to ful
fill their purposes and carry out 
their various assignments for 
Southern Baptists. The Southern 
Baptist Convention in New Orleans 
passed a motion to that effect.

Dr. Hobbs observation that there 
is a danger of making the Baptist 
Faith and Message a creed is ridic
ulous. The word "creed" comes from 
the Latin word"credo"which literal
ly means, "I believe". If you even 
say that you are a Christian or 
that you believe in Jesus Christ you 
are creedal. That is simply what 
the word means and there is no way 
to dodge the definition of it. 
Webster defines a creed as "a brief 
statement of religious beliefs; con

fession of faith". He further de
fines it as "a statement of belief, 
principles, or opinions on any 
subject." Baptists have always 
been creedal. Every religious body 
is creedal. The moment that you 
say that you believe anything you 
are creedal. Throughout our his
tory we have adopted confessions of 
faith, articles of faith, and the 
covenant. Almost every Baptist 
church adopted the Church Covenant 
at its founding and most of them 
adopted articles of faith at the 
same time. Therefore, every Bap
tist church is a creedal body be
cause they have set forth a state
ment of belief. The same has been 
true of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. Our statements on relig
ious liberty are creedal. The 
Baptist Faith and Message was creed
al in 1925 when it was adopted. 
The same was true in 1963. The 
creedal charge is apparently an 
effort to scare Southern 
Baptists away from any statement of 
their beliefs. Baptists have tra
ditionally shied away from the use 
of the word "creed" because they 
resented the manner in which Roman 
Catholics have often exalted their 
creedal statements above the author
ity of the Scripture. Of course, 
the Baptist Faith and Message is 
true to the Scripture and is no way 
exalted above the authority of the 
Scripture but is an expression of 
belief in the authority of the 
Scripture.

The effort to scare our people 
away from any statement of their 
doctrines or beliefs with the word, 
"creed" is a thinly veiled manuever 
to make our denomination a purely 
financial structure. Of course, if 
our structure is going to be purely 
financial it won't make any differ
ence what is taught in our institu
tions or what kind of programs are 
promoted by our agencies. Southern 
Baptists, however, have never been 
structured on a purely financial 
basis. Being a Southern Baptist is 
a doctrinal affirmation and has al
ways been. Certain beliefs and 
doctrines have characterized us 
since our founding. The Baptist 
Faith and Message is an expression 
of our beliefs and should be adhered 
to throughout our denominational 
life.



A Philosophy Of Missions
On page 25 of the Home Missions 

Magazine for April is to be found 
a story that should concern every 
Southern Baptist because it involves 
the philosophy of mission work at the 
Home Mission Board. Under the lang
uage missions section of the magazine 
was an article concerning "Dialogue 
with the Communists" which stated 
that Mr. Elias Golonka, a Home Mis
sion Board staffer has been involved 
in arranging a series of Christian- 
Marxist dialogues. Mr. Golonka is 
receiving credit for this work toward 
a Doctor of Ministries Degree at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Wake Forest, N.C. He is 
quoted as saying that "Christians 
know that Communism is here to stay, 
and the Communists know that 
Christianity is here to stay - both 
sides have to get along together” 
(our italics).

Of course we would like to see 
all communists turn to Jesus and 
many efforts are being made to get 
the Word of God to people behind the 
Iron Curtain and to proclaim the 
Gospel to them. We are not really 
afraid that Mr. Golonka or the Home 
Mission Board is going to lead us 
into the Communist Party but we need 
to be concerned about a philosophy 
of missions that is expressed in this 
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EDITORS NOTE: Almost since our founding there have been some who have 
undertaken to assign sinister and insidious motives to Baptists United 
for Spiritual Revival. The statement below is the only statement that 
has ever been adopted by Baptists United and it is the only official 
statement as to why we exist.

II. OUR OBJECTIVES ARE:
1. We seek spiritual revival in our churches, institutions and agen

cies and among all Christians everywhere:
a. By prayer, Bible study and unreserved commitment to Jesus 

Christ as Lord;
b. By preaching the Gospel of Christ as revealed in the Bible;
c. By being personal witnesses unto Christ;
d. By publications to keep our people informed on vital issues;
e. By progressive Christian action in all areas where the 

Holy Spirit leads.
2. We seek for Baptists who believe, teach and stand for the complete 

trustworthiness of the Bible, infallible, inerrant as originally 
given, to have a voice in the Convention’s Policies proportionate 
to their numbers.

3. We seek a climate in which the elected and employed personnel of 
our Conventions' (Southern Baptist and North Carolina Baptist) in
stitutions and agencies, shall be made up of people who accept 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God,Saviour and Lord, who unequivocally 
adhere to the entire Bible as the written Word of God.

ADOPTED:JANUARY 1970

I OUR SALIENT BELIEFS ARE:
1. We believe Jesus accepted the Scriptures as God-breathed, inerrant 

and as irrevocable authority and therefore every obedient Christian 
will bow to His Lordship in this and all things.

2. We believe spiritual revivals come only when there is a prayer con
cern beyond the ordinary and when the Bible (which reveals Christ, 
the Living Word) is wholeheartedly accepted in its entirety as the 
written Word of God and is proclaimed in the power of the Holy 
Spiri t.

3. We believe the statement, "THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE", adopted 
by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1963 is true to the teaching 
of the Bible and should be adhered to by all Southern Baptists.

kind of activity. It seems to us 
that it is less than the best stewar
dship of mission funds at the Home 
Mission Board when an employee of 
the Language Missions Department 
wastes his time in trivial projects 
such as this. A number of Christian 
Missionaries can tell Mr. Golonka 
exactly how Christians get along with 
Communists. If the Communists are 
in control you sit quietly in their 
prisons - that’s the way you get 
along with them.

While we are aware that the doc
trine of co-existence is all the rave 
today and that the American Govern
ment is making overtures toward the 
Communist World we feel that it is 
time to cease tailoring our Mission 
approach to the foreign policy of 
the U.S. Government. Our approach 
to missions should be geared to the 
New Testament. If he were alive to
day, we can’t imagine the greatest 
missionary of them all - the Apostle 
Paul, sitting down to dialogue with 
the Communists. He would probably 
be looking for himself a Mars Hill 
somewhere and preaching to the people 
concerning the resurrection and the 
judgment.We hardly see how "dialogue 
with the Communists" passes muster 
for "winning the Homeland to Christ"

NEXT MEETING
President, M. 0. Owens Jr. of 

Baptists United has sent a memo to 
interested persons across the State 
announcing a meeting of Baptists 
United for Spiritual Revival on 
July 17 at the Balfour Baptist 
Church, 1642 N. Fayetteville St., 
in Asheboro, N.C. Rev. Tom Patter
son is the pastor. The meeting 
will begin at 11:00 am. There will 
be an hour of discussion before 
lunch and arrangements are being 
made with a local restaurant so 
that those attending can enjoy a 
fellowship meal together. After 
lunch there will be an afternoon 
meeting. The memo stated that the 
discussionwil 1 center around future 
plans of the group. We hope that 
you will block this time off on 
your calendar now so that you will 
be able to attend.

BAPTIST-CATHOLIC
DIALOGUE

A Department of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board and par
ticipating Southern Baptist Church
es have sponsored five dialogue 
conferences between the two denomi
nations in Houston, Texas; Daytona 
Beach, Florida; Louisville,Kentucky 
Covington, Louisiana; and Belmont 
Abbey, North Carolina. During the 
Houston Conference Rev.Dan McKinsey 
of the Roman Catholic Bishop's Com
mittee for ecumenical and inter
religious affairs, said that he 
"forsees the day when Southern Bap
tists and Roman Catholics receive 
communion together." according to 
Louis Moore of the Houston Chronicle.

Also, during the Houston con
ference it was reported that Dr. 
Wilson Brumley, Director of the 
Union Baptist Association, said 
that 20 years ago most Southern 
Baptists looked upon Catholics as 
"candidates for conversion".

NO LONGER?
Is this not true any more? Do 

Baptists no longer see Roman Catho
lics as "candidates for conversion"? 
If not, we may as well ask the 
Foreign Mission Board to recall 
thousands of missionaries,especially 
from South America, because just a- 
bout the entire population of many 
South American countries is Roman 
Catholic. If Southern Baptists are 
ready to believe that souls can be 
saved through sacraments - that the 
Pope is infallible - that the au
thority of the Roman Catholic 
Church is higher than Scripture 
then, indeed,we should forget about 
preaching the New Testament to 
Roman Catholics. But, if we really 
believe in salvation by grace 
through faith then we should con
tinue to proclaim the whole counsel 
of the New Testament in regard to 
salvation to Roman Catholics or any 
one else who has not received it. 
This is one other illustration 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 3)



indeed,why
A few months ago the Biblical Re

corder raised the question as to why 
Southern Baptists should not learn 
from the Presbyterians. The edi
torial made reference to the split 
in the Presbyterian Church which is 
now taking place between liberal 
and conservative groups within the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, particularly in the South.

Indeed, why don't we learn from 
them. The Presbyterians have ig
nored the canker of liberalism for 
many years pretending that it did 
not exist and trying to talk them
selves into believing that the lay
man in the pew was going to support 
the denomination regardless of how 
liberal and ecumenical the programs 
of the denomination became. Pres
byterian Pastors, thinking that the 
situation was not really as bad as 
it was, supported and gave their 
alleigance to programs of the church, 
sometimes above their loyalty to 
the person of Christ. The "moguls" 
of the heirarchy of the Presbyterian 
Church seemed sure that they could 
apply enough pressure to the local 
pastors and congregations to keep 
them loyal to their liberal, left
ists schemes and programs but now 
they are having a rude awakening. 
Only it is coming too late.

NEW PRESBYTERY
Rev. Todd Allen, pastor of the 

Eastern Heights Presbyterian Church 
in Savannah, Georgia and organizer 
of the Vanguard Presbytery predic
ted on Easter Sunday that "upwards 
of a thousand" Presbyterian Churches 
in the South will pull out of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.

There were abundant signs on 
Easter Sunday that his prediction 
may well come true. The First Pres
byterian Church of Macon, Georgia, 
founded in 1826, voted 443 to 6 to 
end its 112 year relationship with 
the Southern Denomination. The same 
day Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Augusta,Georgia voted unanimous
ly to pull out as well as the Presby
terian Church of Sparta.

Rev. James Baird, Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Macon 
stated that two irreconcilable phil
osophies have been in constant con
flict within the denomination since 
the 1950's. Said he, "we want 
peace and a positive ministry". 
The Eastern Heights Presbyterian 
Church of Savannah left the denomi
nation in 1966 and became embroiled 
in a lengthy court battle over 
church property. The case finally 
reached the Supreme Court of the 
United States which handed down a 
decision in January 1970 in favor 
of the Eastern Heights Church. The 
denomination had attempted to take 
the congregation's property from 
them when they severed ties with the 
denomination. The Supreme Court 
ruling opened an avenue for mass 
defections by other conservative 
Presbyterian congregations. It is

not learn from the 
bel ieved that many congregations have 
remained in the denomination only 
through a hope of urging the congre
gation back toward the word of God 
or either through fear that they 
would lose their property. Allen 
established the Vanguard Presbytery 
in September of 1972 and already a 
number of churches across the South 
have aligned themselves with the 
new denomination. The Constitution 
clearly states that the denomination 
will have no claim on property own
ership and it also restricts the 
powers of the Presbytery over local 
churches. Giles Painter, a West 
Virginia elder was quoted as saying 
"we believe that the present church 
has gotten away from the Word of 
God and is now preaching • a social 
gospel". The new denomination was 
formed because the Presbyterian 
Church goers were chaffing under 
what they felt was an increasingly 
liberal stance of the denomination. 
Late reports indicate that a Gasden 
congregation and a church in Ala
bama City, Alabama have also voted 
to leave the Denomination. Allen 
said that the church was founded on 
the principle that "God's Kingdom 
is not of this world". He also 
pointed out that "the individual 
members can join anything. They' 
can go into politics or join a 
labor union but don't bring the 
church into it. There are liberal 
minded men who are determined to 
make it that way though and the 
conservatives chafe under it."

LATE REPORT
A later report appearing in the 

June 4 issue of Newsweek revealed 
that a group of conservative Pres
byterian elders gathered in Atlanta 
and voted 349 - 16 to secede from 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
There were more than 400 delegates 
from 261 congregations in attendance 
at the meeting. During discussion 
one minister charged that the de
nomination was "filled with saba- 
teours and led by corrupt men who 
are perverting the Gospel'!

So goes the sad story of another 
denominational heirarchy who thought 
they would cram their liberalism 
and ecumenism down the throat of 
the local churches whether they 
liked it or not. The Presbyter!ans 
tried every kind of coercion imagi
nable to whip the conservatives 
back into alleigance to the denomi
national machine but all to no a- 
vail. There were nasty editorials 
insulting platform speeches, adroit 
suggestions and emotive innuendos 
against conservatives but the con
servatives were not moved.

In America we have freedom 
of religion. The people know it 
and they know they don't have 
to support religious programs 
they don't belive in regardless 
of how they may be tongue 
lashed or castigated. Now, 
Presbyterians all over the United 
States are torn asunder and a de-

Presbyterians 
nomination is dying. Well has it 
been said that the only thing nece
ssary for evil to prevail is for 
good men to do nothing. Obviously, 
good men in the Presbyterian denom
ination did nothing to stem the tide 
of liberalism, social actionism 
and ecumenism. Seeds of the same 
conflict are springing up among 
Southern Baptists. Wake Forest 
University, A North Carolina 
Baptist Institution , has an 
ecumenical institute operating on 
campus. Southern Baptist Leaders 
are engaging frequently in "dialogue" 
with other religious bodies. Liber
al Southern Baptist Leaders seem to 
be determined to cram their liberal 
ecumenism down the throats of South
ern Baptists whether we like it or 
not. More and more we see that con
servative men are methodically ex
cluded from the decision making pro
cesses of our denomination.Programs 
are continually packed with liberal 
left-wing personalities. A phenome
nal lack of interest in such programs 
on the part of Southern Baptist 
Pastors and people seem to be of no 
consequence to the liberals. They 
continue to press their cause.

Indeed, why don't we learn from 
the Presbyter!ans instead of hiding 
our heads in the sand and spouting 
infantile platitudes that it can't 
happen among Southern Baptists;be
cause it can.
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of the ridiculous extremes into 
which a denomination can drift 
if evangelism and missions are ne
glected, Bible doctrines are de
emphasized and ecumenism is exalted. 
Ecumenism is nothing more than a 
thinly veiled anti-mission movement 
Statistics plainly reveal that those 
denominations which have embraced 
ecumenism have declined in their 
missionary staff because ecumenism 
quickly drifts into a universalism 
in which there is no gospel of re
demption to be proclaimed.

While the dialogue conferences 
were not bi 1 led as"official"we hard
ly see how the sponsorship of these 
conferences fits into the program 
assignments of the Home Mission 
Board and we find it hard to under
stand why the basic seeds of anti- 
missionism are being sown by a mis
sionary agency of our denomination.



CHRISTIAN ACTION LEAGUE CREDIBILITY GAP
GEARS UP

In a well attended meeting at 
the First Baptist Church of Raleigh 
on Monday, May 28, the Christian 
Action League of North Carolina be
gan to gear for the combat with al
cohol forces in North Carolina in the 
November 6 election next Fall. 
Speakers at the meeting included, 
Attorney Allen Bailey of Charlotte, 
who led the anti-liquor forces in 
that city two years ago on the li
quor by the drink issue and Rev. 
Ray Benfield who led the anti-liquor 
forces in Moore County to victory 
the same year. Mr. Bailey candidly 
pointed out the weaknesses of the 
Charlotte campaign and suggested 
things which he believes the Char
lotte forces could have done to 
have won the election there. The 
Dry Forces, however, received 47% 
of the vote in Charlotte. He ex
pressed his concern over the lack 
of pastoral participation in the 
Charlotte campaign and challenged 
the pastors to use their influence 
and the power of the pulpit in the 
upcoming campaign.

IHTfCRITy
Rev. Ray Benfield pointed out 

ways in which the Dry Forces in 
Moore County capitalized on the 
errors of the liquor forces there 
which helped them to win the cam
paign there. He challenged the 
men present to operate a campaign 
of integrity and to make sure that 
all of the information that we dis
tribute is carefully documented. 
President Coy Privette of the Chris
tian Action League set forth a basic 
plan of action.He suggested an organ
izational structure throughout the 
State. At the State level there 
will be a Campaign Co-chairman, a 
Youth Chairman, a Ladies’ Chairman, 
a Treasurer, and a Director of Com
munications. These officers will 
be named by the Executive Committee 
of the N. C. Christian Action 
League.

COUNTS
On the county level, it is sug

gested that a trustee of each coun
ty set up an organizational meeting 
composed of pastors from every 
church in the county and interested 
lay people, including youth, and 
elect a five to seven member provi
sional committee which will nomi
nate the county officers. The 
county -officers will include at 
least two Co- ch airmen ,z a Vice-chair

man to work with major committees, 
a Secretary, Treasurer and various 
Committee Chairman as local situa
tions call for. The county meet
ings should be conducted in July.

During the course of the meeting 
the President, Coy Privette, stated 
that our chief weapon is the truth 
and that our major task will be to 
tell the truth about liquor to the 
people of North Carolina in the 
most effective way.

GRANT
Mr. Marse Grant, editor of the 

Biblical Recorder, discussed with 
the group why the bill passed the 
legislature. He related that a 
statewide referendum is a method of 
settling the question of liquor by 
the drink in North Carolina, which 
Dry’s have always endorsed and that 
the Bill coming before the voters 
of North Carolina was, for the most 
part, tailored to the wishes of Dry 
Forces not only in the State but in 
the Legislature. He stated that 
much of the secular press is now 
very friendly to our cause and 
that leading men in state govern
ment are sympathetic to the Dry 
cause on this issue. While he 
warned against taking anything for 
granted, he assured the Christian 
Action League that the dry forces of 
North Carolina can go into the cam
paign with confidence that victory 
is not only possible but probable 
if we will put forth our best ef
fort.

BAPTIST UNITED
It is expected that Baptists 

United will discuss ways and means 
of participating in this struggle 
with legalized liquor by the drink 
at their July 7 meeting at the Bal
four Baptist Church of Asheboro. 
It has been well stated that the 
real issue before the citizens of 
North Carolina is whether or not 
we will have open bars and saloons 
or not. It has also been suggested 
that it be called a saloon bill 
rather than a mixed drink bill. 
Surely, this is an issue about which 
all churchmen of every denomination 
and persuasion should be concerned. 
If we lose this battle with the 
forces of alcohol it is lost forever. 
There will not be another chance.

One of the most appalling credi
bility gaps in America today is in 
the field of religious reporting. 
So often the stories are slanted and 
the facts are distorted. The latest 
"for instance" of this regards the 
reporting of the founding of the 
"Baptist Faith and Message Fellow
ship". The religious news service 
article which was carried in the 
April 28 issue of the Biblical Re
corder was full of omissions and 
distortions. First, the place of 
the meeting was omitted which was 
the First Baptist Church of Atlanta. 
Secondly, the article stated that 
the group adopted the First and 
Second articles of the Baptist Faith 
and Message as its doctrinal and 
theological position. This is in 
error. The group adopted the en
tire ^Baptist Faith and Message*as 
its doctrinal and theological po
sition. But, there is a special 
emphasis on Articles One and Eleven. 
Thirdly, the statement said that 
the Fellowship was ^alarmed* that 
Conservative Groups are springing 
up throughout the Convention. There 
was no expression of "alarm" what
ever about the establishment of 
Conservative Groups. Having written 
the original news release, we hap
pen to know that these facts were 
very clearly incorporated in the 
release. We’re not trying to nit
pick but correct facts are important 
in legitimate reporting.

The same thing often happens in 
the Baptist Press and with State 
Papers. There have been a number 
of times when we have known what 
the facts were only to discover 
that they were very much distorted 
and that the story was slanted 
when reported to our people. Some 
of the distortions may be acciden
tal. We are persuaded that others 
are deliberate. Whether they are 
deliberate or accidental they are 
unexcusable. Religious reporting 
ought to be on the very highest 
level of credibility. What can we 
expect of the secular press in 
America when the religious press 
is not trustworthy? I?. MT. 
PORTLAND MEETING 
There will be a meeting of the 

Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship 
on Tuesday night immediately follow
ing the Convention Session at the 
Heathman Hotel located at Southwest 
Broadway at Salmon Street in Port
land, Oregon. M. 0. Owens will be 
presiding. This will be a chance 
for the men who are interested to 
meet one another, to find out what 
is being done, to ask questions and 
to make suggestions.
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