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DO CONSERVATIVES DO THEIR PART?
A study of 235 churches in North 

Carolina whose pastors are "Conser
vative" and identified as belonging 
to Baptists United For Spiritual 
Revival, shows that they more than 
pull their share of the load for 
the North Carolina Baptist State 
Convention.

There is often indication of a 
feeling on the part of some that 
conservative churches and their 
pastors are born in a negative at
titude, and operate in a "kickative" 
mood, and are not cooperative with 
the program of the North Carolina 
Baptist State Convention. This 
study shows just the opposite to be 
true.

In 1971, these 235 churches bap
tized 3,650 people into their mem
berships. In 1972, the number bap
tized in these churches rose to 
4,195 - a gain of 545. The whole 
State Convention recorded a gain of 
2,365 baptisms in 1972 as over 1971. 
These 235 churches, less than 7% 
of the churches affiliated with the 
Convention, reported more than 23% 
of the net gain in baptisms. The 
4,195 baptized waatl3% of the total 
for the entire State Convention.

In 1972, the Convention reported

BAPTIST FAITH « MIS SAGS FELLOWSHIP 
TO MEET

The next meeting of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship will 
be held in the First Baptist Church 
of Atlanta on October 29 and 30. 
There will be five sessions with 
the first session beginning Monday 
afternoon and the second session on 
Monday evening. On Tuesday there 
will be three sessions with some of 
the most outstanding men in the 
Southern Baptist Convention as 
speakers. The theme of the Confer
ence will be, "The Bible - God's 
Infallible Book". The Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship is looking 
to the people who believe in this 
principle for its support.

The Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship has iestabllsKeB’an o-f-Flce 
Tn Atlanta which is easily accesible 
to the Airport and the Interstate 
Loop which goes around Atlanta. The 
publication of a new magazine, The 
Southern Baptist Journal wi11 begin 
soon and'"tne Fellowshfp has a com
mitment from one oY the most able 
and most widely travelled men in 
the Southern Baptist Convention to 
become Editor. It will be a Journal 

a small gain of 863 in the total 
Sunday School enrollemnt of 1972 
as over 1971 enrollment. These 235 
churches reported a Sunday School 
enrollment gain of 1,051 in 1972 
over 1971.Had it not been for these 
conservative churches, there would 
have been no gain at all; in fact, 
just the opposite, a loss. The 235 
churches reported total Sunday Scho
ol enrollment of 72,850 in 1971 and 
an enrollment of 73,901 in 1972.

In 1972, these 235 churches gave 
$790,000 through the Cooperative 
Program, which means that more than 
$520,000 was given from these chur
ches to the work of the Baptist 
State Convention, with more than 
$260,000 going to the work of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This 
$790,000 was a little more than one 
tenth of the total given by all the 
churches of the Convention. Thus 
less than 7% of the churches gave 
10% of the Convention budget. Most 
of these "conservative" churches 
are not large churches.

In 1972, these same 235 churches 
gave $1,730,981 to all Missions 
causes - more than one tenth of the 
total given by all the 3,452 chur
ches. Here again, 7% of the churches 

that reflects Southern Baptist theo
logical concepts but which will be 
free of any control by Denomination
al employees. It will give "Mr. 
Average Southern Baptist" a voice 
and lend expression to grass roots 
Southern Baptists which has not 
been possible before. It will be 
the only such magazine in our Con- 
venti on.

All of this will take money. 
The Baptist Faith and Message Fel
lowship does not asF churches or 
individuals to divert mission gifts 
to this cause but it is hoped that 
Southern Baptists who believe in 
the inerrancy. Af 
the basic tenets of our faith which 
have characterized us throughout 
our history will support this work 
over and above your regular mission 
giftsT the treasurer for the Bap
tist Faith and Message 'FellowsKip 
Ts Reverend Ceroy cooper, East 
Point, Georgia. All contributions 
should be sent to: "The Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship", 
P.O. Box 90040,East Point, Georgia, 
30344.

gave nearly 11% of total missions 
and benevolences gifts.

Of these 235 churches, only 16 
of them gave nothing to the Cooper
ative Program, which is less than 
7%. Of the 3,452 churches affilia
ted with the Convention, more than 
22% - a total of 760 - gave nothing 
through the Cooperative Program. 
If the 235 churches are taken 6ut 
the fact is that more than 23% of 
the churches gave nothing through 
the Cooperative Program, while only 
7% of the "conservative" Churches 
gave nothing.

Statistics do not tell the whole 
story, of course. But these facts 
and figues surely indicate that it 
is blatant untruth to say that the 
"conservative" churches and pastors 
are not cooperative. The plain 
fact is that they are more coopera
tive than the great mass of the 
churches. It is also true that they 
are the ones who are really doing 
the best job in reaching people for 
Jesus Christ. The "conservative" 
churches more than pay their own 
way, and pull their own weight.

BY: M. 0. OWENS, Pastor 
Parkuood. Baptist Church 
Gastonia, N.C.

LBD BATTLE
The Liquor By The Drink Referen

dum will be voted on November 6. 
On November 7 it will be too late 
to say "I wish I had done more.” 
By that time, the issue will be 
won or lost for good. We are see
ing apathy across the State on the 
part of some pastors. Christian 
Action League Officials had to can
cel some of the television spots 
for September. When they needed 
$80,000 they only had $50,000 on 
hand.

It will be the greatest blunder 
of the century if we pastors assume 
that this evil force can be defeat
ed in our State without any effort 
on our part. If every Baptist pas
tor in North Carolina will give his 
best to the effort and call forth 
the best that is within his people 
immediately we can win this effort.

If you need help, contact Mr. D. 
P. MacFarlin, Christian Action 
League, P. O. Box 2126, Raleigh, 
N.C. 277602. Phones(919) 827-7815. 
Call collect’. Mr. MacFarlin will 
be happy^WOtelF^
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EunnGEiism explosion
AT UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH,GASTONIA

BY: REV, ALFRED WRIGHT
Unity Baptist Church is a miracle in almost every 

way. The beginning came in September, 1944 when a 
group of people started meeting for prayer. The group 
was called "The West Gastonia Prayer Band". Their 
purpose was to begin a church if it be God’s will. 
On December 31, 1944 Unity Baptist Church was organ
ized.

Like so many great churches she had a real struggle 
to gain strength, but God’s hand was upon her.From the 
beginning she was an active evangelistic people. The 
picture of growth bears out this fact.

While Unity Baptist Church had great pastoral lead
ership, some of the most dedicated laymen were working 
hand in hand with the pastor. The laymen were know
ledgeable in Baptist doctrine, and polity. The church 
is cooperative with the Gaston Baptist Association, 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The people knew their 
doctrine, and some of the laymen were among the most 
knowledgeable of any Baptist laymen and still retain 
that knowledge today.

Under the leadership of Pastor W. F. Woodall the 
membership grew past the 1200 member plateau. The 
people complemented the evangelistic fervor with a 
great missions enthusiasm. Gifts through the Coopera
tive Program increase each year. The church voted to 
give twenty percent of the envelope offering through 
the Cooperative Program. The amount for 1973 will 
exceed $35,000.00. The church gives two percent to 
Associational Missions. The amount for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering of 1972 exceeded $3,500.00.

In March of 1972 a group of members from the Fair
view Baptist Church, with the Pastor Flay Payne, came 
to train a group of members from Unity in personal 
evangelism. The program that was adopted is "Evangel
ism Explosion" by D. Gerald Kennedy. The purpose 
of this group is solitary, to lead people to a person
al acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour. There are 
now approximately fifty evangelists who go out weekly 
to witness to others the Gospel of Christ. The goal 
is to have 300 evangelists, or 100 teams, going out 
each week over Gastonia and Gaston County.

In the almost fourteen months since the inception 
of this personal evangelism program between three hun
dred and four hundred professions of faith in Christ 
have been made. In the program the church uses the 
Billy Graham follow-up. The church is now ready to 
enter the shepherd phase of"Evangelism Explosion."

One of the greatest thrills of a lifetime was ex
perienced by the Unity Baptist Church in February 1973L 
The church had a Crusade for Christ with Rick Carreno 
as speaker. There were between 500 and 600 decisions, 
and over 275 of them were by profession of faith. Our 
people had never experienced anything of this magni
tude.

The sanctuary seats approximately 800 and every night, 
with the exception of the first night,the auditorium 
had more than 900 in attendance. On Sunday night there 
was standing room only with the crowd estimated to be 
between 1,400 and 1,600 and a great host were turned 
away. The church believes that the best is yet to be.

The church already has booked for future crusades 
some of God’s choice men. The young man, Rick Carreno 
will be returning next year. Unity Church has been 
thrilled at the sight of so many people coming to 
Christ in the church worship services, the Pastor’s 
Study, the Sunday School and in the homes. The foun
dation was laid by former pastors who were great men 
of God, and now harvest is upon us.

The heritage of the Unity Baptist Church is rich 
with evangelistic fervor. We are thankful to God for 
pastoral leadership in the days gone by to make possi
ble what God is doing today. We believe the best is 
yet to be.

Shown above is one of the capacity crowds that char
acterized the Crusade for Christ at Unity Baptist 
Church. You will note that there are people crowding 
around the doors and in the aisles. The Holy Spirit 
of God moved upon the congregation night after night 
as souls came to know Jesus Christ as personal Sav
iour and Lord.

Rick Carreno, converted member of the^Hell's Angels" 
of California proclaims Christ from behind the pul
pit of the Unity Baptist Church during their Crusade
for Christ last February.

The youth of Unity Baptist Church were deeply in
volved in the Crusade for Christ. Shown above is the 
Youth Choir of the Unity Baptist Church as they fil
led the choir. The capacity crowd overflowed on to 
the platform at the pulpit area. Young people were 
sitting on the floor and standing in the doorways. 
This is only.one other example of what a church can 
do when it gives itself to the task of evangelism.



©OOOOOOOO0 nogenVuMuy
The Committee of Eleven has com

pleted its assignment, even though 
some members of the Committee made 
constant efforts to thwart the 
work of the Committee. The reaction 
of the churches was about what we 
were afraid that they would be from 
the beginning.One church decided to 
rescind their action on open member
ship (we had thought that there 
would be 3 or 4) and other church 
representatives demonstrated their 
contempt for one of the most basic 
tenets of the Baptist faith - BAP
TISM - the New Testament Church Or
dinance from which we got our name.

PUllEN
Two matters which should con

cern every Baptist came to the sur
face in the meeting with represen
tatives of the Pullen Memorial Bap
tist Church of Raleigh.

First, it needs to be noted that 
two defenders of Pullen Memorial's 
policy on baptism to admit those 
from other denominations who have 
been sprinkled as believers or even 
as infants if their belief is later 
"confirmed", are faculty members of 
Baptist Institutions. Bernie Coch
ran is a faculty member at Meredith 
College and John Steely is a facul
ty member at Southeastern Seminary.

Dr. Criswell recently noted that 
liberalism in the Denomination al
ways comes from the academic world, 
never from the people. This is the 
basic cause and this is where.the 
liberalism is coming from in 
spite of all the ballyhoo by denom
inational employees that our pro
fessors are Bible believing, "con
servative" men. Few of them are 
and many of them are not! The di
rection that our denomination and 
our churches take will largely be 
determined by the kind of people 
who teach our young people in our 
colleges and seminaries-especially 
our ministerial students. We hope 
that no one will weary us with that 
old tired cliche1 that "the schools 
only get what the homes and churches 
send them". The reason that a 
young person is sent to college or 
seminary is to learn. He is to 
learn under the direction of teach
ers. While there are some excep
tions, the beliefs of the teacher 
will be reflected in his students. 
If this is not the case then a 
teacher is not worth his salt. 
Complete objectivity is a philosoph
ical idea and not a reality. Of 
course, the two professors mention
ed are not the only ones. If they 
were the situation would not be so 
acute but there are others.

To their hurt Baptists have 
tolerated this sort of thing for 
too long in their institutions - 
all under the pretense of "academic 
freedom". It is time for Baptists 
to stand on their feet and say good 
and loud that we who established 
the institutions in their infancy 
nurtured them and give hefty sup
port to them today have some academ
ic rights. One man's belief or a 

few men's beliefs should not over- 
ri de the convi cti on of an enti re de- 
nomination under the pretense of 
"academic freedom".

Secondly, the denominational 
philosophy of "anything goes" sur
faced again in the Pullen Memorial 
conference. Convention Vice-presi
dent Allen Bailey asked the Pullen 
delegation to let their imaginations 
run wild and consider that if there 
were a point in a local church's 
practice where they would say that 
the Baptist State Convention would 
be justified in disassociating from 
that church. The answer of Pastor 
W.W. Finlator was "definitely, No!" 
The other members of the Pullen 
Committee (which we assumed inclu
ded the professors on the committee) 
concurred; according to the Bibli
cal Recorder. Many of us have cau
tioned that the Baptist Doctrine on 
Baptism wouldbeonly the first dom
ino to fall, if we allow it to pass 
unchallenged, and the other vitals 
of our faith will tumble in rapid 
sequence unless we take a firm posi
tion on this very precious and beau
tiful ordinance. This is just one 
more ridiculous conclusion to which 
the so-called "diversity" argument 
leads.

FLOOD GATE
If the North Carolina Convention 

fails to pass an amendment or by
law assuring that churches sending 
messengers to the Convention are 
comprised of baptised believers by 
immersion,there are scores of other 
pastors who have studied under li
beral influence, or who have been in
fluenced by liberal denominational 
leadership,who are ready to spring 
into action and lead their churches 
into the same erroneous practices. 
We doubt that it can honestly be 
said that any church would embrace 
these unbiblical views on baptism 
unless the pastor is at least wil
ling, or leading in the matter.

HOW BIG?
How big is the problem really? 

Some argue that we should not be 
concerned because only a few chur
ches are involved in baptismal error. 
Sometime ago I lost a friend to 
cancer. I remember when it was 
first discovered in his body. There 
were just a few cells but the Doc
tors at Baptist Hospital didn't 
tell him to go home and forget a- 
bout it since there was such a 
small percentage of the cells af
fected. They immediately scheduled 
an operation and removed the cancer. 
Somehow, they missed a few cells. 
There was a recurrence and that 
cancer that started as just a few 
small cells finally killed his 
whole body. Eight years ago my 
father had a melanoma cancer in his 
eye. They didn't tell him not to 
worry about it. They removed that 
eye. They got all the infected 
cells and he is alive today. What 
is true of cancer and the human 

body is true of liberalism and the 
denomination. It will grow until 
it kills our denomination just as 
it has killed other major denomina
tions. The question is; "Can Bap
tists learn from the mistakes of 
other denominations without having 
to learn the hard way?"

To be sure, we are perfectly 
well aware that the liberals are 
maintaining a low profile in our 
denomination now and denominational 
leadership is making a frantic 
effort to get back into the good 
graces of Bible-believing Baptist 
people. Make no mistake about it, 
however, the liberals are still 
there and while they may not be as 
bullish about their liberal ideas 
as they were in the late sixties 
they will surface again at the op
portune time.

COMPROMISE
We are hearing some talk about 

compromise. There is no compromise 
available that will preserve the 
integrity of our denomination on 
the matter of baptism. We only kid 
ourselves if we think that there is. 
If we allow alien baptism we are 
allowing something that will be 
with us for years and years to come. 
To be sure, the offending churches 
may be meticulous in the beginning 
to see that their practices do not 
affect or infect other Baptist 
churches but as the months and 
years pass they will be less and 
less meticulous about it. We will 
either stand here in North Carolina 
and keep our Convention in accord 
with the New Testament on the matter 
of Baptism or this matter will 
spread across the Southern Baptist 
Convention like wild-fire and we 
will lose our most basic Baptist 
distinctive. The deviating churches 
have demonstrated disdain for Con
vention unity or doctrinal integrity 
within our denomination. It's time 
for the Convention to take positive 
and affirmative action in regard to 
baptism.

PRACTICE
Some of the deviating churches 

have contended that they "practice" 
immersion only in baptism. This is 
a fallacy. Any church that accepts 
into its membership people who have 
not been immersed but who have been 
sprinkled, sometimes in infancy 
is practicing alien immersion. It 
makes little difference whether the 
individual was sprinkled by a Baptist 
or some other church. The fact is 
that when a Baptist Church accepts 
sprinkling in any form as a mode of 
Baptism.whether that church adminis
ters the'baptism"or not, then that 
church is practicing alien baptism.

Missionary Support



AN OBSESSION WITH SME AH
In the August 29 issue of the 

Burkemont Banner I expressed a con
cern about the manner in which the 
Baptist Press and other news media 
engaged in the big smear of the 
Thomas Road Baptist Church of 
Lynchburg, Virginia which brought 
words of appreciation from all 
over North Carolina and from other 
states - the largest response ever. 
The responses came from Pastors 
and lay people alike.

This overwhelming response from 
our Southern Baptist people, which 
came by card, letter and telephone, 
convinced this writer that our 
Southern Baptist constituency has 
grown weary of the smear tactics 
being used by some Southern Baptist 
denominational employees. It seems 
that many of these are obsessed 
with trying to smear the Indepen
dent Baptist Churches whose doctrine 
is almost identical to ours.while 
they are anxious to have "dialogue" 
with Roman Catholics and other 
religious bodies whose doctrines are 
quite foreign to ours.

THOMAS HOAD
The Thomas Road Baptist Church 

of Lynchburg, which has grown from a 
membership of 35 to a membership of 
more than 15,000 in the past 17 
years,was charged by the Securities 
Exchange Commission with fraud and 
deceit in the sale of their Church 
Bonds. This was roundly reported 
in secular and religious news peri
odicals all over the nation but we 
wonder how many of those same peri
odicals were as careful to carry an 
accurate and full account of the 
outcome of this case in Court. The 
Associated Press Release concerning 
the trial stated that the Church 
was completely exonerated of the 
charges of fraud and deceit.

We have noticed several Baptist 
magazines which were careful to 
carry detailed accounts of the 
charges against the Church and its 
Pastor, Jerry Falwell, and not one 
of them has been gracious enough to 
print an honest and forthright cor
rection and state clearly the out
come of the case. Most of them have 
used some face saving ploy to back 
out of their predicament while tak
ing another slap at Thomas Road 
Church and other independent Baptist 
Churches.

POOH ACCOUNTING
A favorite charge of Baptist de

nominational employees is that the 
independent television preachers 
give poor accountings of their in
come. This is an assumption 
not supported by facts. Since 

we are not members of those churches 
we really don't know what kind of 
accounting the people receive.

Of course, we are told time and 
time again thai& Southern Baptist 
people receive a full accounting of 
the monies they give to denomina
tional causes. This is only appro
ximately correct. For instance, 
when have you seen a salary listing 
of the denominational employees in 
Raleigh? True, you can take the 
audit published in the annual and 
match the names and determine 
what each one makes along wi th bene- 
fits, if you happen to know who 
serves in each position. But the 
reporting is very obscured. Again, 
when have you seen a salary listing 
for the Biblical Recorder staff or 
the Executive Staff of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Nashville. 
To be sure, these reports are pro
bably made available to someone 
somewhere but they have not been 
made available to average, grass 
roots, Baptists who support our 
causes. Of course, almost every 
Southern Baptist Pastor has his 
salary and benefits published month
ly to the people who support the 
church he serves. This being the 
case, why should we not expect a 
salary report of denominational 
employees. We sometimes wonder if 
some salaries are so exorbitant 
that they are afraid for our Baptist 
people to know about them. Just 
how much better is our accounting 
than that of the independent tele
vision preachers - if any?

CONTROVERSY
While Southern Baptist Denomina

tional employees were so engrossed 
in smearing independent preachers 
and churches,controversy raged in 
the State Convention of Missouri 
over the manner in which Coopera
tive Program Funds were handled and 
accounted for. A special committee 
has been appointed to investigate 
the matter. It has been revealed 
that the late Executive Secretary 
Dr. Earl Harding, "borrowed" more 
than $60,000 in Convention Funds 
for the purchase of his private 
home. He returned $40,000 of it 
before his death. A number of 
churches over the State called for 
his resignation. He died of a heart 
attack in the midst of the contro
versy.

An auditor's report presented to 
the General Board of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention stated that the 
Convention's funds and records had 
been handled in an "unacceptable 
manner with lack of controls over 
the funds, inadequate records, lack 
of supporting evidence,and co-m+ng- 

ling of the personal funds of the 
Executive Secretary with assets of 
the Benevolent Fund."

The report was critical of trans
actions made in regard to an $18,- 
000 anonymous gift turned over to 
the Executive Secretary for use at 
his discretion, personal use of 
property at the Convention's Assem
bly grounds, incorrect reporting 
of salaries on IRS W-2 forms and a 
$17,200 check written to "cash" 
"purportedly distributed as Christ
mas gifts." The amount of the 
gifts were not listed neither was a 
list furnished of the employees who 
received the gifts.

A special committee is recommen
ding changes in the manner in which 
the Cooperative Program funds are 
accounted for in the State of Miss
ouri so that Baptists of Missouri 
will have a more detailed knowledge 
of how the funds are spent. In es
sence the recommendation calls for 
a full disclosure of expenditures 
including those for salaries.

N.C. BAPTISTS
What is good for Missouri is good 

for North Carolina. This is not to 
suggest or even hint that there is 
any chicanery in our State Conven
tion in regard to the handling of 
Convention funds but it is to say 
that we do not get all the detailed 
accounting of Convention funds that 
some would have us believe that we 
get. Institutions reporting to the 
Convention should include salary 
scales. For instance, Wake Forest 
University receives in excess of 
$500,000.00 in Cooperative Program 
Funds. What is the President's Sal
ary? What is the scale for Faculty 
salaries? What is the scale for 
administrative salaries? All of 
our institutions could give a more 
detailed account of their steward
ship and omit a lot of the mean
ingless verbage that characterizes 
institutional reports to our Con
vention.

This writer is a Southern Bap
tist and that without apology. I 
am a Southern Baptist for perfectly 
good and honest reasons. I believe 
in our structure. I believe in our 
missionary enterprise. But,I be
lieve that it is less than 
Christian to spend so many column 
inches in our publications in the 
condemenation and smearing of other 
Baptists. Perhaps if Southern Bap
tist Denominational employees and 
editors could demonstrate a little 
more courtesy and grace toward our 
Baptist Brethren.maybe some of these 
old animosities could be healed and 
we could present a united front as 
Baptists of America. RMT
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