
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY BAPTISTS UNITED FOR SPIRITUAL REVIVAL . MORGANTON . N. C. 28055
VOLUME II February 25, 1974 Nuirber 1

THE EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
AN EVALUATION BY: CALVIN C. CAPPS

How would one describe our State 
Evangelistic Conference which was. 
recently held in Greensboro? I 
think an article in the secular 
press recentlyrwhich was describing 
a trend in our Federal Government, 
best describes it. The article to 
which I refer told how there was a 
gradual shift in Washington toward 
the intellectual in government. 
The article neither praised nor 
condemned the trend. This not only 
describes the evangelistic thrust 
from our Convention, but adequately 
describes my feelings as to the 
Conference. There was nothing to 
condemn, as such because so little 
was said that was worth mentioning. 
We are in what has been termed 
as the "new neutral".

CONTENT
Without berating anyone, person

ally, the line-up of personnel was 
not one that would inspire anyone 
to be there. Though learned they 
may be, few seminary professors 
will arouse evangelistic zeal in 
the hearts of their hearers. It 
saddens one to listen to someone 
tell you again and again that you 
can’t be saved with the kind of re
sponse we are seeking for in our 
preaching, when you know you were 
born again by just such a response. 
It reminds me of the story in John 
9 of the blind man whom Jesus had 
healed. Here he was seeing while 
the religious leaders told him it 
was impossible. True, the end of 
our salvation was not accomplished 
here,but the eternal destiny of our 
souls was secured by our response 
to such an "unlearned" proposition. 
As if this were not enough, we were 
told, very dramatically,that we did 
not need to preach on sins or sin, 
but rather on the "essence" of sin, 
as though the two could be separated. 
My, my, this would have pleased 
Satan himself and have made Timothy 
blush because he had reproved , re
buked, and exhorted as God had com
manded.

BAPTISM
There was, however, a strong em

phasis on the deeper meaning of 
baptism, which could not be symbo
lized by pouring, dipping, or 
sprinkling. I found myself wishing 
that these latter-day saviours had 
been at our State Convention last 
November, espousing these views and 
standing for truth in practice as 
well as lip service to the command
ment of God. Strangely absent from 
the meetings were the great opposers 
of the Baptismal Amendment. I am 
sure they would have been present 
had they known how weak the evan
gelistic thrust was going to be. 
The very word evangelism literally 
scares them to death!

There were a few bright spots in 
the array of speakers and t\e in
crease in attendance at these times 
should say something to our leaders. 
Harold Carter of Baltimore was the 
brightest spot in a rather bland, 
line-up of program personalities. 
The "rousements", as usual, were 
provided by the Negro brethren who 
spoke. A number of years ago I 
heard a professor say,"I had rather 
be a fool on fire than an intellec
tual iceburg". I do not believe 
one has to be either. You can be 
an intellectual on fire (i.e. Paul ) 
The Bible presents men of all 
walks of educational life, whom God 
has called, and refers to them as a 
"flame of fire".

MUSIC
Whenever our hearts were stirred 

slightly, we were called upon to 
join in a slow soft song. Some 
were good songs but we were asked 
to sing in a manner that was sure 
to kill what zeal we had.

Perhaps the greatest disappoint
ment of all was when a woman appear
ed on the program to lead men. With*- 
out any disparagement of the lady, 
whom I do not know personally,! say 
that this is a direct rejection of 
the Word of God because it is for

bidden in the Bible (I Timothy 2: 
12 a,b). This, in spite of this 
same lady’s push for ordaining 
women in all walks of church life, 
though it may sound old fashioned 
in this "explain-it-away" age, is 
still God’s order of things!!

PRAISE
I would praise the planners of 

the conference for not having the 
usual "props". You know to what I 
refer-. The movie stars, beauty 
queens, sports stars (past and pre
sent) and the great hoopla that for 
a time will produce huge crowds but 
not hungry hearts, as has been the 
case in some past meetings. One 
cannot help but wonder though, 
where have all the Havners ,.01fords, 
Pinnocks, Allisons, Autrys and 
Manual Scotts gone? Man, they could 
stir men’s souls!’.

Finally, I for one, am tired of 
the overplay on the race problems. 
Every announcement had to be suppor
ted by the phrase "ALL races", as 
if any were excluded from the Con
ference. Added to this was the play 
at every turn on a heartfelt wish 
that we would embrace ALL denomina
tions. This is ecumenicity promo
tion being carried on with non-ecu- 
menical Baptist money. This borders 
on being un-ethical. My feelings 
after the Conference is past is that 
if the leadership is determined to 
kill evangelism as defined in the 
dictionary and the Bible, why do 
they not do it quickly and merci
fully? Why this slow death? It 
breaks my heart to see us go this 
way, being slowly mutilated until 
we gasp our last breath.
Rev. Catvin Capps -is pastor of the 
Southside Baptist Church of Greens
boro j N. C.

DON'T FORGET
BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE
CONFERENCES- SEE PAGE TWO



ALFRED WRIGHT ENTERS EVANGELISM

Alfred R. Wright, 37, has enter
ed full time evangelism and is mak
ing his home at 316 Summerset Drive 
in Kings Mountain, N.C. His North 
Carolina pastorates include Unity 
Baptist, Gastonia; Sixteenth Street 
Baptist, Greensboro; South Marietta 
Street Baptist, Gastonia and Jack- 
son Park Baptist, Charlotte. His 
pastoral experience covers 18 1/2 
years and seven churches.

Borther Alfred Wright was saved 
at the age of 11 years and he an
swered God's call to the ministry 
at the age of 13. His formal educa
tion includes Kings Mountain High 
School, Gardner-Webb College, Win
gate College, and Luther Rice Semi
nary from which he holds the Master 
of Theology Degree.

Rev. Wright was ordained to the 
Gospel Ministry by the Second Baptist 
Church of Kings Mountain at the age 
of 17. He had been preaching the 
Gospel, regularly for four years at 
the time.

Of his call Brother Wright said;

Faith And Message
Conferences

Dr. Gray B. Allison will be one 
of the featured speakers in a series 
of five Baptist Faith and Message 
Conferences across North Carolina 
the week of April 8 - 12. These 
Conferences will magnify the Bible, 
Missions and Evangelism. There will 
be sessions each afternoon from 
2:30 - 5:00. The evening sessions 
will begin at 7:15. Dr. Gray B. 
Allison is the President of the 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Little Rock, Arkansas.

FAYETTEVILLE
The first Conference will be 

held at the Bonnie Doone Baptist 
Church of Fayetteville beginning at 
2:30 P.M. on Monday, April 8. The 
Host Pastor at Bonnie Doone is Rev. 
A. R. Teachey.

B0CKTMOUNT
The Second Conference will con

vene at the Calvary Baptist Church 
of Rocky Mount at 2:30 in the after
noon on April 9. The Host Pastor

"In 1969 I had a tremendous revival 
in my own heart* as I totally com
mitted my life to Jesus r Lordship. 
From that point God started pre
paring my heart for the day He 
would lead me out of the pastorate 
into the field of evangelism. In 
July> 1973 I resigned Unity Baptist 
Church to become an evangelist. ”

From the time that Brother Wright 
entered evangelism the Lord has 
kept him busy. His advisers include 
Dr. Cort Flint, Rev. M. 0. Owens, 
Dr. Eugene Poston, Dr. Robert 
Witty, and Rev. Russell Fitz.

During Brother Alfred Wright's 
pastorate at Unity Baptist Church 
of Gastonia, he led the church for
ward under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit in a tremendously evan
gelistic program of outreach. There 
was an evangelism explosion in the 
church and a zeal for evangelism 
that continues until this day. A 
supply pastor who has preached at 
the church a number of times during 
the interim period stated that it 
was one of the most evangelistic 
churches that he had ever known and 
he has pastored North Carolina 
Churches throughout his life in the 
mi n i s try.

Brother Alfred Wright may be con
tacted through the Alfred Wright 
Evangelistic Association, P.O. Box 
955, Gastonia, N.C. 28052. May we 
uphold Brother Wright in prayer as 
he pursues God’s will for his life 
in the field of evangelism. God is 
blessing his ministry in a marvelous 
way and is using him mightily in 
the field of evangelism. Bapti st 
Un i ted News commends him and his 
ministry to you.

at Rocky Mount is Rev. Johnny Brad- 
1 ey.

CBEENSB0B0
The Florida Street Baptist Church 

of Greensboro will host the Wednes
day Conference which will begin at 
2:30 P.M. Dr. Gene Russell is the 
Host Pastor at the Florida Street 
Church.

CHARLOTTE
The Conference will then move to 

the Thomasboro Baptist Church in 
Charlotte on Thursday,Apri1 11 where 
it will convene at 2:30. Rev. Reid 
Keiger is the Host Pastor.

ASHEVILLE
The final sessions of the Con

ference will be held at the Merrimon 
Avenue Baptist Church of Asheville 
on April 12 beginning at 2:30 P.M. 
Rev. Billy H. Cline is the Host 
Pastor at Merr non Avenue.

(Continued next column)

THEOLOGICAL 
POSITIONS

These Conferences will be devo
ted to the main theological posi
tions of Southern Baptists. Major 
attention will be given to evangel - 
i sm as the heartbeat of our people. 
Appearing on the program with Dr. 
Allison will be Rev. Bill Powell, 
Editor of The Southern Baptist 
Journal and Rev. M.0. Owens, Jr. 
President of Baptist United and a 1 so 
President of the Baptist Faith and 
Message Fellowship. Rev. James R. 
Deloach, the new pastor at the 
Woodlawn Baptist Church of Decatur, 
Georgia and for the past six years, 
Pastor of the Derita Baptist Church 
in Charlotte will also be a featured 
speaker.

We urge all of our readers to make 
space on your calendar for the Con
ference nearest you. These will be 
important conferences that will 
deal with some of the most important 
issues before Southern Baptists.

REACH OUT
We have just returned from a 

special training session at Ridge
crest Baptist Assembly on the new 
Reach Out Program which has been 
developed by the Baptist Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. This program is "just 
what the Doctor ordered" for pastors 
and churches who are concerned about 
a real, vital program of evangelism 
and outreach. The program is well 
planned. The materials are color
ful and attractive. The basic aims 
of the program are to develop char
acteristics in your church as fol
lows :

(1) Spiritually motivated mem
bership;

(2) Knowledge of names and ad
dresses of all prospects;

(3) Organization and space ad
justed to accomodate all members and 
prospects;

(4) Warm hearted witness being 
made to all prospects;

(5) Improved Bible Teaching 
with soul-winning emphasis;

(6) Maximum enthusiasm for 
continued reach out to prospects.

Mr. Burt Potter, who led the 
Reach Out Conference, expressed his 
concern that 684 churches in North 
Carolina did not baptise anyone 
last year and he stated his belief 
that proper participation in the 
Reach Out Program would help every 
church in North Carolina to reach 
people for Jesus next year.

CONVENTION-WIDE
The program is being co-ordina

ted on a Convention-wide basis. The 
program includes a people search, 
outreach planning sessions,personal 
contact of every prospect at least 
twice, a special period of reach out 
visitation,and a celebration Sunday 
on November 17 when Southern Bap
tists will push for a goal of Five 
Million in Sunday School. Southern 

(Continued on Page Four)



@00000000 ROBERT^TENERy
While walking toward the parking 

lot after the disastrous vote on 
the Baptismal Amendment a friend 
who had supported the Amendment 
throughout walked by my side and 
said,"Wei 1,we were defeated weren't 
we?"My answer was an emphatic "No!" 
We stood on the New Testament. Men 
were never at stake but our fideli
ty as a denomination, to the clear 
teaching of Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament was at stake. The defeat 
of the Baptismal Amendment was a 
disaster for all Baptists. But, 
make no mistake about one thing, 
when we stand for the Word of God 
and uphold the commandments of 
Jesus at the point of Baptismal 
integrity and in regard to any other 
question, we are never defeated. 
The religious estab 1 ishment of Jesus' 
day thought that they had defeated 
him. They hauled him into a Roman 
court and accused him on trumped up 
charges. The same religious estab
lishment that had censored him for 
such things as healing on the Sab
bath, and which was so meticulous 
about carrying out the traditions 
of the elders saw no inconsisten
cies when they lied about our Lord 
and his motivations. They lied a- 
bout what He did. They had Him 
nailed to a cross and sealed with a 
Roman seal in the tomb.They thought 
that had stopped him..........but
it didn't! He arose from the grave 
and now he reigns supremely. The 
men who accused him and "defeated" 
him in Pilate's Judgment Hall are 
remembered with contempt all over 
the world.

HIS FOLLOWERS
Those who stand uncompromisingly 

by the teachings of our Lord are 
going to suffer the same kind of 
abuse and persecution but we will 
not be defeated and Baptists will 
live to regret the Greensboro vote.

REMEMBER
Let's not anyone be discour

aged. Let everyone remember that 
1,200 elected messengers to the 
North Carolina Baptist Convention 
voted for the Amendment. 1,200 
messengers are not something to be 
sneezed at. The issues were clear. 
Everyone voted knowing the truth 
and the vote indicated that the con
cern over Baptisiaml integrity a- 
mong North Carolina Baptists goes 
beyond a little handful of people 
who "like to fish in troubled 
waters" as some would have us be
lieve. There was a lot of effort 
on both sides of the question. The 
liberals and liberal sympathizers 
mustered and hauled in all of the 
messengers they could. Those in 
support of the amendment brought a 
great many messengers but they did 
not work as hard at it as they 
should have. Let us not be like 
Elijah who thought that he was the 
only one in Israel who would stand 
by the Lord. He had to be reminded 

from Heaven that there were 7,000 
in Israel who had not bowed their 
knee to Baal.

AGAIN?
Will the issue come again? This 

is a question that we are not pre
pared to answer at this time because 
we do not know. Dr. James Bullman 
has said that a messenger indicated 
to him that the matter would be 
brought aqain in a different form. 
I do not know who has expressed this 
intent or the form in which it will 
be brought but if it will correct 
the situation then Bible-believing 
Baptists across-* the 4tate should 
certainly support it but we should 
certainly not support any kind of 
compromise. It's better to leave 
the situation as is than to vote 
for a compromise.

NOT THE ANSWER
Pulling out of the Convention is 

not the answer. It has been very 
disturbing to hear expressions of 
intent from a number of pastors and 
churches to pull out of the Conven
tion and go Independent. I recently 
heard Percy Ray of Mississippi quo
ted as saying, "If you are ooing to 
jump out of the Convention you had 
better look carefully at what you 
are jumping into." This is qood 
advice. We are not going to 
quarrel with Independents. We re
spect them for standing by the Word 
and rejoice in every victory that 
they enjoy but some Southern Bap
tist pastors and churches have 
"jumped" into the independent move
ment only to find certain things 
there that they couldn't "swallow" 
either. A pastor recently called 
expressing a fear that some influ
ential members of his church were 
going to present a motion in busi
ness meeting that their church 
withdraw from the Convention and 
association. He was very much 
afraid that it would pass. This is 
one reason that pastors are so hes
itant many times to be straight
forward with their people and dis
cuss the problems of the denomina
tion. But, we Baptists must learn 
to discuss problems, deal with 
them and not walk off in a huff if 
things don't go our way. Every 
church has to learn this. Many 
church splits have come and little 
small churches have many times 
sprung up around Mother Churches 
because the Mother Church could 
never learn this. This is the 
reason that we have some communities 
in North Carolina so overpopulated 
with churches when there is no 
need for them. Every time there 
was a "family quarrel" a group ran 
out and formed another church. In 
some places the countryside is dot
ted with small weak churches that 
were never needed. Then, to cap it 
off, God has often been blamed with 
it when He didn't have anything to 
do with it.

SPREADING?
We were told that there was abso

lutely no trend in the matter of 
alien Baptism. Is this true? An 
article in the November 7, 1973 
issue of Baptist United News bv Dr. 
Julian Honki1 ns points out emphatic- 
ally that it is not even true in 
North Carolina. Moreover, the 
correspondence that was received 
from the State of Florida shortly 
after the Convention indicated that 
the practice of alien baptism or 
open membership is beginning 
there even though Florida is gener
ally considered a rather conserva
tive state that stands staunchly by 
the basic tenets of our Baptist 
Faith. A well-read layman, Mr. 
Arnold Wooden, had moved from Tenn
essee to a well known church in 
Hollywood, Florida. Being very 
discerning, he noticed that the 
pastor was often vague in the 
way that he presented members to the 
church. The Pastor would say,"They 
come to us from another church", 
without revealing what kind of 
church it was or even the denomina
tion. In conversation with new 
members this layman soon learned 
that many of them were coming from 
other denominations and they had 
been received without the normal 
Baptist practice of scripturally 
baptising them. The layman stated 
that conversations with the Pastor 
and the Deacons proved frustrating. 
They insisted that Baptists "have 
been too dogmatic about baptism," 
and that "it was not a ordinance of 
the local church but an ordinance 
of the Lord." They further insis
ted that the ordinance was given to 
the "universal church" and that any 
Christian could administer it. He 
further noted that the Pastor often 
baptised without church authority. 
Having been reared in a church that 
stood by the Scriptures and the his
toric Baptist position on baptism, 
the layman began to discuss the 
matter of alien baptism with the 
Pastor and other leaders of the 
church. He was later informed that 
if he continued discussina it that 
the Pastor would take action against 
him.

ANOTHER EXAMPLE
This is onlv one other example 

of how nasty liberals can be if 
things don't no their way. When 
Baptist peoole attempt to uphold 
the teachings of the Scripture on 
New Testament Baptism the liberals 
whine that we are trying to "throw 
them out" but when they have the 
upper hand there seems to be no limit 
as to how nasty they can be as that 
Florida layman learned.

So, we learn that what began in 
North Carolina is spreading to other 
states. It may take several years 
but unless the trend is reversed we 
will lose our Baptist distinctiveness 
in the years ahead and be swept into 
the ecumenical movement.



MAINLINE REVIVAL?
A three page spread appearing in 

the February 25 issue of the US Mews 
and World Report contended that 
there are signs of vitality and re
vival in America’s older churches. 
After more than a decade of decline, 
there are some signs of life there 
according to this special report. 
The main reasons given for the de
cline of the "mainline" churches 
was the neglect of spiri tual matters, 
an overemphasis on social action, 
and mistrust of denominational lead
ership. Claire Randall, General 
Secretary of the National Council 
of Churches, said, "The tone of 
churches, like a lot of other or
ganizations, is being set at the 
local level, because everyone seems 
to mistrust strong central leader
ship."

In spite of all the excitementa- 
bout signs of life anct growth in 
the "mainline" churches their latest 
figures show that all of them were 
down from 1% to 8% in membership 
except the United Methodist Church 
which was up .3%,a very meager gain. 
The Southern Baptist Convention was 
not listed as a mainline church 
even though it was conceded to be 
the largest "Protestant"denomination 
in the United States with 11.8 mil
lion members. The special report 
stated that the American Baptist 
Convention (1.5 million members), 
"which is less evangelistic or doc
trinally conservative, is consider
ed by many to be more typically 
‘mainline’". In the statistical 
summary the Southern Baptist Conven
tion was lumped together with such 
denominations as Assemblies of God, 
Seventh Day Adventists,and Missouri 
Synod Lutherans.

Of course, such a report is bound 
to frustrate the liberal element in 
our Denomination who spend a lot of 
time worrying about our "image" but 
we wonder if Southern Baptists can 
learn a lesson in time.

The liberal "mainline" denomina
tions have realized that the empha
sis must be placed on the local 
congregation. We remember back in 
the late sixties when the leader
ship of those denominations got 
"bullish" with the local congrega
tions. They thought that they were 
going to force the people in the 
pew to support all kinds of weird 
"social action" programs.In one way 
or another many of them assisted 
everything from the blacks militants 
to the defense of Angela Davis. 
Local church members began to re
volt. They closed their pocketbooks 
and thumbed their nose at denomina

tional leaders who insisted on more 
financial support. The people re
volted against the building of huge 
expensive headquarters complexes 
and the constant enlargement of 
denominational staff workers when 
they weren't needed. An official 
of the National Council of Churches 
described the organization's expen
sive office tower in New York City 
as "mill stones around our neck". 
Congregations are increasingly 
steering their own courses.

We wonder if Southern Baptist em
ployees will learn the sad lesson 
that the "mainline" denominations 
have had to learn the hard way. 
There is a constant expansion of 
denominational headquarters com
plexes and there is the constant 
addition of more staff members 
when the people have faint idea of 
their purpose or assignments. 
Agencies continue to expand and 
have a tendency to become the "tail 
that wags the dog". The Committee 
of 15 has issued a warning at this 
point but their report is not very 
palatable to many denominational 
employees. In spite of its misera
ble failure in the area of reaching 
people, social actionism is still 
on the rise in some Southern Baptist 
circles, as is reflected in the 
new Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
Budget published by the Home Mission 
Board which calls for $840,000 to 
be spent for "Christian Social Min
istries" while only $210,000 is al
located for evangelism projects. 
More and more authority is being 
centralized in Denominational of
fices and headquarters buildinns. 
Southern Baptist people are to be 
called upon more and more to become 
servants of the denomination rather 
than for the Denomination to serve 
the churches and the people. This 
attitude was recently reflected in 
a letter appearing in the pages of 
the Biblical Recorder in which a 
pastor saw himself as "debtor" to 
the Association and the Convention.

It is doubtful that the denomina
tional structure and organization 
will be of much use in reaching 
people for Jesus or in assisting 
churches toward accomplishing their 
mission in the World until we re
gain the concept that the Denomina
tion exists for the churches and 
that it is the denomination that is 
debtor to the churches. In fact, 
the Denomination exists by the will 
and behest of the churches. Without 
the support of the churches there 
would be no denominational struc
ture. We must reverse the idea 

that the churches and pastors exist 
for the welfare of a denomination 
and press forward the concept that 
the denomination is here to serve 
the churches and thereby serve our 
Lord.

REACH OUT
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)

Baptists have never had more than 
about Three and One half Million in 
Sunday School on any given Sunday. 
A system of reporting will be co-or
dinated right down to each local 
church. Churches will report 
to an Associational Co-ordinator 
who will report to the State Con
vention Headquarters who will re
port to Southern Baptist Headquarters 
in Nashville who will report the 
attendance to the National TV Net
works.

There will be a strong emphasis 
on continued outreach after the 
special high attendance day.

This program has been hailed by 
many as the greatest outreach 
thrust since the "Million more in 
54" Campaign (which brought about 
one of the greatest growth thrusts 
in Southern Baptist history.

PASTORS, YOU WILL BE RECEIVING 
MATERIALS AND HEARING MORE ABOUT 
THIS TREMENDOUS PROGRAM. WE URGE 
EVERY PASTOR WHO IS CONCERNED ABOUT 
REACHING SOULS TO INVESTIGATE THE 
MATERIALS CAREFULLY.IT IS SOMETHING 
THAT ANY EVANGELISTIC, WARM HEARTED 
PASTOR CAN BE ENTHUSED ABOUT. amt

FAMINE
Such outstanding scientists as 

Dr. Francis P. Filice of Dayton, 
Ohio suggest that Sociologists who 
preach that doomsday is coming 
through overpopulation are on the 
wrong track. He sights a lack of 
increased food production through 
already available agricultural 
technology as a major cause for 
limited food supplies throughout 
the world. He points out the reli
able data indicates that the birth 
rate in the Western world has been 
on the decl ine for the past 200 years.

Don Stilwell of the Sudan Inter
ior Mission reports that famine con
tinues in Eithiopia. 25 million 
people in India are starving accor
ding to Dr. Moneyham of World Vision 
International. It seems that the 
doors are open, as never before,for 
agricultural missionaries and no 
denomination is more able to provide 
them than Southern Baptists.
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