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BEWARE OF EXTRA - SCRIPTURAL "PROPHECY "
BY: ROBERT It TENERY

During the dark days of World 
War II,so-called "prophetic Preach
ers" were just sure that the world 
was witnessing the beginning of the 
end. Some preached that the Battle 
of Armageddon was already underway. 
Some fundamentalists preachers were 
even setting dates as to when the 
world would come to an end. They 
were just sure that the Anti-Christ 
was living. The term Anti-Christ, 
a perfectly Biblical term to de
scribe an individual who is yet to 
reign on earth, was variously af
fixed to Mussolini, Tojo, Hitler, 
and Joseph Stalin. A few even de
cided that Roosevelt fit the 
bill. There was no doubt in their 
minds that the coming of Christ was 
just around the corner. They had 
vast followings but the War ended. 
It was not the Battle of Armageddon. 
It wasn't the time for Christ's re
turn. Many of their followers were 
disillusioned. In some quarters 
such "Prophetic preachers" became 
laughing stock. Other preachers 
who knew full well that prophecy is 
a very vital part of Scripture shied 
away from ever preaching on prophecy. 
Some great books of the Bible which 
were given for our edification were 
ignored. Preaching concerning the 
Second Coming of Christ became the 
exception rather than the rule a- 
mong evangelicals, including South
ern Baptists. Thus, a great body 
of Biblical truth was ignored for a 
number of years because of the ex
cesses of a few.

TODAY
Today there is a new interest in 

prophecy among young and old alike. 
It is talked about on TV talk shows. 
There are movies concerning Biblical 
prophecy and the events surrounding 
the Return of our Lord. But, again 
today, we have excesses which again 
threaten to eclipse, good, sound, 
prophetic preaching and teaching. 
Of these excesses, we must beware! 
Present day propheti c prognosti cators 
have zeroed in on such personali
ties as Henry Kissinger, Moyshe 
Dayan, and Ted Kennedy as candidates 
for the Anti-Christ. The front 

runner at this time seems to be 
Henry Kissinger. A numbering 
scheme by which the numbers 666 is 
affixed to Henry Kissinger is pre
sently making the rounds among those 
who like to speculate concerning 
future events.

SHOCKING
It has been shocking to note 

that some famous authors who have, 
in the past, been generally consi
dered sound and Biblical in their 
writings have suddenly begun to en
gage in untenable excesses. They 
apparently believe that their fame 
has made them credible regardless 
of what they say. We were shocked, 
for instance, when William Sailer 
pointed out that David Wilkerson’s 
new book, The Vision claims the di
rect revelation or vision from God. 
It is referred to as a "terrifying 
prophecy of dooms-day". When stu
dents of prophecy drift off into 
such excesses,it tends to make pro
phetic preaching incredible in the 
minds and hearts of those who need 
to hear it most. Of course, David 
Wilkerson gained fame in his book, 
The Cross and the Switchblade. Be
cause of his fame, his words will 
gain ready acceptance in the minds 
and hearts of many who read his 
books. This should lay upon him 
an even greater responsibility to 
be responsible in his writing con
cerning prophecy. These plunges 
into claims of extra-Biblical and 
direct revelation from God can very 
easily head into a weird mysticism 
which God will not bless and which 
will stifle the virile Christian 
witness of Bible-believing evangel
icals. It seems that some students 
of prophecy are not unlike the 
philosophers on Mars Hill to whom 
Paul preached. They are gullible 
to any "new thing". They latch on 
to any new prophetic preachments 
with a fanatical tenacity which 
makes the spirituality of any man 
suspect if he dares to caution them 
about their blind excessive plunges 
into prophetic speculation. Some 
evangelical,Bible bel ieving students 
of prophecy who have issued such cau
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tions have often aroused the ire of 
prophetic prognosticators and been 
charged with beina "half infidel" or 
"liberal".

WHAT ARE WE TO DO?
What is a Bible believing Chris

tian to do?There is a new interest 
and openness among the people of God 
and, indeed, the world concerning 
Bible Prophecy. To be sure, the 
Bible teaches us to live in the ex
pectancy of the Lord's Return.Jesus 
taught this. The Apostles taught 
this. The Resurrection and the 
Return were the essential elements 
in the preaching of the early church. 
To be sure, Jesus gave his follow
ers signs of His return. In the 
24th chapter of Matthew there is an 
intermingling of the prophecy con
cerning the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem which came in 
70 A.D. and the signs of His return. 
Are Bible believing preachers and 
teachers to ignore the great body 
of Scripture dealing with prophecy 
just because a few are going to ex
cesses and drifting into mysticism? 
Are we to discount all prophetic 
preaching and teaching because a 
few have brought forth incredible 
preachments that do not square with 
Scripture? What are we to do?

SOLA SCRIPTURA
During the Reformation there 

emerged a principal by which _a11 
doctrine was to be tested. That 
principal is known as So la Scriptura 
(Scripture alone). The principal of 
So la Scriptura sets squarely in 
apposition to the idea of contin
uing Revelation in the name of 
which some religionists claim di
rect revelation from God which was 
equal in authority to the revelation 
of the Scripture. We believe 
Sola Scriptura is a good principal 
as it applies to prophecy. The 
Spirit of Prophecy should never 
reach beyond the limits of Scripture 
in a preacher's preaching, teaching 
or writing. The ear of America is 
tuned to prophetic preaching in

(Continued on Page Four)
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REFLECTIONS ON TEE SOUTHERN 1
The Southern Baptist Convention 

in Dallas enrolled a record number 
of 17,619 messengers. Total at
tendance including visitors and 
children 1ikely went over the 20,000 
mark. The Dallas Convention likely 
was the most representative conven
tion that we have had in recent 
years because of its accesibility 
to Southern Baptist people.

FACILITIES
It is becoming more and more 

apparent that Committees responsible 
for the seiection and preparation of 
Convention sites just must exercise 
more care. The city of Dallas is 
beautiful to be sure. Hotel and 
Motel accomodations are adequate. 
It is easily accesible by plane or 
automobile but the city wasn’t ready 
for this Convention. There was con
struction going on all around the 
Convention Center. Parking was in
adequate. Much of the parking that 
was available was accesible by very 
muddy streets and the messengers 
had to dodge mud puddles to get to 
the Convention Hall. Parking was 
also expensive. Shuttle busses 
helped but they were inadequate.

It seems that the Committee 
should exact a more definite agree
ment with city officials. We are 
all aware that convention sites are 
selected five years in advance. We 
are also aware that projected con
struction projects can fall behind 
during such a period of time. For 
this reason, it seems that it would 
be wise for our Convent ion Committee 
to consider only those cities which 
are already prepared to handle the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Twice 
in recent years we have gotten in
to difficulty by scheduling conven
tions in cities which had no facil
ities but made commitments on the 
basis of projected plans. In one 
instance the plans didn't material
ize at all.

It seems that every major city 
is building a Convention Center. 
Chambers of Commerce and city offi
cials often get over zealous in 
thei r efforts to attract conventions. 
Some have thought they could handle 
the Southern Bapt i st Convent i on when 
they were not able.

There are cities which are able 
to handle the Southern Baptist Con
vention rather comfortably. These 
cities include Houston,Mi ami Beach, 
Kansas City, and others. They al
ways receive the Convention with 
open arms. It seems that we would 
do well to stay with Convention 
cities that have proven their abil
ity to handle the Southern Baptist 
Convention until other sites are 
completed and there is no question 
of the availability of hotel and 
motel rooms,parking,and an adequate 
convention hall.

MEETING HALL
We hope that the Convention Com

mittee will steer clear of these 

glorified warehouses in the future, 
such as the one in Dallas. While 
the Dallas fac i 1 i ty wou 1 d lend itself 
very ably to a display type conven
tion, it did not lend itself to a 
deliberative convention such as the 
Southern Baptist Convention . 
$50,000 had to be spent for video 
equipment to make it possible to 
conduct the Convention at all with 
any degree of order. If the facil
ity had had risers similar to the 
Miami Beach facility, it would have 
been much better but there were no 
risers whatever. A convention the 
size of the Southern Baptist Con
vention is a great financial boon 
to the businessmen of the city and 
cities who want the Southern Baptist 
Convention should be required to 
make better preparation than has 
been made in some instances in the 
past.

BFMF INFLUENCE
The influence of the Baptist 

Faith and Message Fellowship was 
evident throughout the Convention. 
It is of more than a little signif
icance that the Southern Baptist 
Journal which went out to every 
Southern Baptist pastor and denom
inational worker only days before 
the Convention featured the ministry 
of Dr. Jaroy Weber, emphasizing in 
a special way the evangelistic out
reach of his ministry. Some con
servative men who wanted to see Dr. 
Weber elected president of the Con
vention were afraidthat the feature 
article appearing in the Journal 
was the kiss of death for his presi
dency. It was only after much per
suasion by some very influential 
men on the morning when the offi - 
cers were to be elected that Dr. 
Weber consented to have his name 
placed in nomination. He did not 
feel that he could be elected. 
There were strong rumors that Con
vention Officials were backing ano
ther candidate. But, in the face 
of it all, Dr. Weber was handily 
elected in a run-off with Dr. Ken
neth Chafin. Some observers attri
buted Dr. Chafin's defeat to the 
disenchantment on the part of 
Southern Baptist people with 
"Spring Street USA" - a television 
product ion of the Home Mission Board 
which Dr. Chafin hosts.

TONE
The tone of the Convention was 

generally conservative. The pres
tigious Dal las Morning News inter- 
preted the Convention's rejection 
of quota systems on our Boards for 
Women and Minority Groups as a vic
tory for conservatives. The Con
vention shied away from any endorse
ment of the ordination of women. 
The Dallas Morning Mews rightly sta
ted that the ordination of women is 
an issue that Conservative Baptists 
are bitterly opposed to.

EVANGELISM COMMISSION

The motion to separate the Depar
tment of Evangelism from the Home 
Mission Baord and make it a sepa
rate Board or Commission was tabled 
until next year. This was to give 
a committee headed by Dr. Carl Bates 
an opportunity to study the struc
ture of the Home Mission Board and 
make recommendations back to the 
Convention next year. During debate 
on the matter it became very appar
ent that there was strong support 
for a separate Evangelism Commission 
and the measure would have likely 
have passed had it come to a vote. 
Among those who debated the issue 
was a former Pres ident of the Conven
tion, Dr. Wayne Dehoney, who expres
sed his shock that only 5% of the 
total Home Mission Board Budget 
was given to evangelism and that 
the Evangelism Department of the 
Home Mission Board occupied such an 
insignificant place in the organi
zational structure of the Board. 
He then made a motion that the mat
ter be tabled until next year in 
order that the study committee may 
have an opportunity to do something 
about the place of evangelism at 
the Home Mission Board. The messen
gers, in an attempt to be fair and 
in an effort to give the Home Mis
sion Board every opportunity to 
correct the situation, went along 
with Dr. Dehoney's motion to table. 
Whatever the Committee recommends, 
the red flag is up to the Home Mis
sion Board. Evangelism must occupy 
a much more prominent place in the 
ministry of that Board.

DOUBTS
It is obvious that many mes

sengers are going to continue to 
support the idea of a separate evan
gelism commission regardless of 
what the committee recommends. A 
number have expressed their doubts 
privately that evangelism will, 
in reality, occupy the significant 
place it should in the ministry 
of the Home Mission Board under the 
present leadership of that Board. 
They remind us that evangelism is 
the very heart beat of those who 
are successful at it and the past 
performance of Home Mission Board 
personnel certainly does not indi
cate that evangelism is their 
heart beat or their first interest. 
That is the reason that evangelism 
occupies such a low estate at the 
Board now. The evangelistic records 
of some on the study committee 
does not indicate the kind of know
ledge or background in evangelism 
that would recommend them for the 
task. We can only hope that they 
will consult with those who do 
know evangeli sm.

Many believe that the low status 
of evangelism at the Home Mission 
Board has been a detterent to at
tracting and holding men at the 
Board who possess a God-giveq apti
tude in the field of evangelism.

i (CONTINUED PAGE THREE)
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GOOD

Some good has already come out of 
the move for a separate evangelism 
committee. Denominational leader
ship has been made acutely aware 
that evangelism is a matter of first 
priority and magnitude among South
ern Baptists of the 1 70's and denom
inational off i ci al s used ever oppor
tunity to reassure the messengers 
that they were committed to evange
lism. Following the debate on the 
Evangelism Commission, Dr. V/. 0. 
Vaught, Chairman of the Foreign 
Mission Board, came to the micro
phone to reassure the messengers 
that the major thrust of the Foreign 
Mission Board was evangelistic. Dr. 
Rutledge came to the microphones 
in an effort to convinee the messen
gers that the Home Mission Board was, 
indeed, concerned about evangelism.

Signigicantly enough, the South
ern Baptist Journal supported a 
separate commission on evangelism

BFMF LUNCHEON
This writer was invited to a 

luncheon with the directors of 
the Baptist Faith and Message Fel
lowship. There were approximately 
twice as many in attendance as was 
expected. It was a very refreshing 
meeting. Those bringing greetings 
to the Fellowship included Dr. 
Harold Lindsell, editor of Chri st i- 
anity Today,Evangelist E. J. Daniels, 
Dr. Robert Witty of Luther Rice 
Seminary, Dr. Jimmy Milliken of 
Mid-American Seminary, and Dr. Ross 
Edwards of the Word and Way (Bap- 
tist State Paper of Missouri). If 
we correctly interpret the purposes 
and objectives of the Baptist Faith 
and Message Fe11owship,it is basic
ally committed to a ministry of per
suasion and influence for good. 
Events, trends and developments 
within our Convention will be in
terpreted to our Baptist people 
through the pages of the Southern 
Baptist Journal in the light 
of the Baptist Faith and Message 
adopted at the 1963 Kansas City 
Convention. The Journal will 
challenge those things that are 
wrong and magnify those things 
that are right. Particular 
attention will be given to any de
parture from the Scriptures in our 
Denominational life. While members 
of the Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship will likely participate 
in the debating of issues from 
time to time,and while those members 
may make proposals to the Convention, 
floor fights will not be a major 
strategy of the Fellowship. The 
Fellowship will continually call 
our denomination to a deeper commit
ment to Biblical principals and 
will advocate that all of our agen
cies and institutions operate in com
plete accord with the Baptist 
Faith and Message. Those individ
uals who can never be satisfied 

with anything less than a floor 
fight at every Convention may not 
feel at home in the Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship. This does 
not mean that members of the Fellow
ship will never challenge anything 
on the Convnetion Floor. It does 
not mean that they wi11 never make 
proposals on the Convention Floor 
but, floor fights will not be a ma
jor strategy of the Fellowship. The 
Fellowship will not feel a need for 
a floor fight every year to justify 
its existence. The Fellowship will 
also serve to encourage those pas
tors and churches who have been 
discouraged because of liberalism 
within our ranks to remain within 
the structure of the Convention and 
will provide for them a means of 
express ing thei r deepest convi ct ions 
concerning the basic tenets of the 
Baptist Faith.

THE PRESIDENT
The President of our Convention, 

Mr. Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, 
Mississippi, conducted himself as 
a Christian gent 1 eman and we believe 
that he wanted to be fair to every
one. Some messengers, however, ex
pressed a legitimate concern that 
more care be given to conduct our 
business affairs in accord with 
our constitut ion whi ch provides that 
our deliberations shall procede ac
cording to Robert's Rules of Order. 
There has been some tendency in 
the last several years to procede 
according to whim rather than ac
cording to rules. A president will 
often issue a ruling which is more 
concerned with convenience than 
with living by the legal, constitu
tional document by which we govern 
ourselves. While it may take a 
little more time on some occasions, 
future presidents of our convention 
will be wise to adhere strictly to 
the rules regardless of how promi
nent and how prestigious a messen
ger wants to break the rules. Many 
of the actions that we take at 
conventions have legal ramifications 
and it is not unthinkable that we 
could some day find some action of 
the Convention chailenged in a court 
of law and have a judge overturn 
actions of the convention simply 
because we did not follow our own 
legally adopted constitution during 
the course of our deliberations. 
Rules sometimes seem stringent but<; 
it is impossible for a deliberative 
body as large as the Southern Bap
tist Convention to get along without 
them. We hope that future presi
dents will be more meticulous in 
presiding according toour adopted 
constitution. A constitution cannot 
be overturned by any vote of a 
single Convention. A president 
should not justify his deprature 
from the rules by asking the body 
to sustain him. Seldom will the 
Convention embarrass the President 
by over-ruling him. If we procede 
according to the rules,the President 
must want to.

CONCLUSION
This writer was encouraged by 

the Dallas Convention. There is 
an undeniable demand on the part 
of our Baptist people that all of 
our missionary outreach be more 
evangelistic in nature. In his ad
dress on Foreign Mission Night, 
Dr. Baker James Cauthen reminded 
the messengers that the Bible does 
not command us to "go dialogue but 
to go make disciples". Some mess
engers saw this as his personal 
challenge to a new philosophy of 
missions which is not missions - 
but it is a philosophy of mission- 
ary defeat. Dr. Cauthen took the 
position that we are to be positive 
in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to men who know him not. 
Missionary dialogue is unfruitful 
as far as bringing men to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and Dr. 
Cauthen was obviously disturbed 
about this approach to missions. 
We can all hope that his voice 
will be heeded, because if there 
was ever a man among Southern Bap
tists who could be called "Mr. 
Missions: it is Dr. Baker James 
Cauthen.

We bel ieve that our denominational 
leadership will be more sensitive 
to missions and evangelism. We can 
hope and pray that our leadership 
will be more careful to see that 
things done in the name of missions 
is really missions and that the 
term "missions" is never used to 
justi fy some human i st-ic denomi nation
al project whi ch does 1 i tt le to call 
men to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. We are not where we ought 
to be yet but we are headed in 
that direction. There are some 
things on the horizon that still 
concern us but we believe that it 
would be a mistake for any pastor 
or church to disassociate themselves 
from our convention at this time. 
We believe that there are great 
days ahead.
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Events*

▲ People Search
▲ Enlarged Organization
▲ Family Visitation
▲ Reach Out Week
▲ Every Prospect Visited
▲ High Attendance 

Celebration Sunday

Baptists United for Spiritual 
Revival (a North Carolina organiza
tion) is in friendly co-operation 
with the Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship which is a Convention-wide 
organ i zation.



BIBLE CONFIRMS GEOLOGICAL FIND BEWARE - CONTINUED
For many years the proponents of 

the evolutionary hypotheses have 
rejected the Biblical account of 
creation and insisted that dinosaurs 
became extinct about 70 million 
years ago and that man came on the 
scene about 1 million years ago. 
They have also insisted that some 
of the fossilized dinosaur tracks 
found in Texas were made by animals 
which existed 120 million years ago. 
However, recent discoveries have 
unearthed fossilized human tracks 
which existed in the very same rock 
strata with three toed dinosaur 
tracks. On one occasion, the human 
tracks trailed across the dinosaur 
tracks at right angles. Both sets 
of tracks were obviously made in 
soft mud which was later baked by 
the sun and fossilized as the area 
turned arid. The human tracks were 
18 inches long. The cause for this 
tremendous size is explained in 
Genesis 6:4 where the Bible states 
that there were "Giants in the 
earth in those days".

A group of scientists from over 
the nation recently met in Glen 
Rose, Texas to examine the fossil
ized tracks which were found in the 
Paluxy river Bed near Glen Rose. 
The tracks confirm that dinosaurs 
and man passed along the river bed 
within a short time of one another, 
and that man and dinosaurs existed 
at the same time. This is support
ed by the book of Genesis. 
It explodes the contention by 
evolutionists that dinosaurs and 
other air breathing animals existed 
many millions of years before man. 
The tracks were found under a nine 
inch stratum of limestone covered 
by six to ten feet of earth. In 
his book, The Genesis Flood, Dr. 
HSnry Morris discusses this find 

Situation Ethics
A favorite program of the liberal about it when used by non-liberals. 

establishment during the 1960’s was In this they atempt to join those 
to promote the proposition of non-liberals who all along have in- 
"situation ethics" or the idea that sisted that ethics and morality are 
ethics and morality are not fixed fixed and must be applied across 
but dependent upon the existing the board, 
situation and the people involved 
therein. It makes sense for more con

servatives to complain about the 
That idea, of course, is one of behavior of high government offi- 

the root causes of the terrible cials in the Watergate scandals, 
decline in ethical behavior and It makes little sense for the lib- 
morality in general in the United eral establishment to object. 
States.

After all people like John Mit- 
Having developed the theme and chell, John Haldeman and others in 

put it into widespread acceptance high places broke the law of the 
the liberals (including many church- land because they were trying to 
men) now have the gall to complain defend the nation aginst subver-

and states that similar giant human 
foot prints have been found in Ari
zona,near Mt. Whitney in California 
near the White Sands in New Mexico, 
and in other places.

But what do the evolutionists do 
with the evidence? They are faced 
with believing the obvious truthes 
based on the archeological find or 
rejecting them. They must believe 
the Genesis account of creation 
that man and other air breathing 
animals were created on the sixth 
day of divine creation and thus 
explode the entire evolutionary 
hypotheses, (time structure and 
all) or reject the obvious truth 
that is revealed in the Glen 
Rose find. If they accept the ob
vious truth then many of the evolu
tionists will be out of a job and 
therefore, we predict, that most of 
them will reject the evidence and 
cling to their jobs and their out
moded, evolutionary hypotheses.

In essence, the evolutionists 
say that man is an accident - that 
he originated from some primeval 
scum on a primeval sea and that 
his only purpose for existence is 
survival. The Biblical account of 
creation reveals that the universe 
was divinely created in six days 
with man and air breathing animals 
being the final acts of creation. 
The Bible contends that man has a 
divine purpose for existence so the 
inquirer has to decide whether man 
is an accident with no purpose or 
whether he is a divine creation 
with a purpose - whether the • uni
verse exists in chaos or whether 
there is a divine intelligence be
hind it all. This writer believes 
the Genesis account of creation1.
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this day. To be sure, many respon
sible preachers such as Billy 
Graham have asserted their belief 
time and time again that the Coming 
of the Lord is near. They live in 
the expectancy of His soon return 
as Jesus taught us to but they a- 
void all manner of date setting, or 
the naming of candidates for the 
office of Anti-Christ. There are 
many good books coming off the press 
today on the return of the Lord. A 
good writer may be sure that 
any book that he writes on the Re
turn of the Lord will be printed be
cause the publishing firms have re
cognized the new interest in prophecy 
as a great opportunity to sell books. 
But just because a book is printed 
does not mean that it is believable. 
There are a number of good books on 
the scene which deal with the coming 
of the Lord by responsible writers. 
One such book is a recent book by 
Dr.Joe T. Odle entitled "The Coming 
of the King". Dr. Odle is a respon
sible, conservative, Bible Scholar 
who has written a good, Biblical 
book from the Pre-millenial view
point on the Return of our Lord. 
Hal Lindsay's book The Late, Great, 
Planet, Earth has gained broad ac
ceptance among many responsible con
servative Bible scholars and there 
are others. In reading books on 
prophecy the reader will do well to 
continually apply the Sola Scriptura 
principal and all human writing is 
to be judged and tested by the 
Scriptures. Any writing that goes 
beyond what the Scriptures teach 
concerning the Return of our Lord has 
gone too far and is incredible. The 
Book of Acts tells us of some early 
Christians who searched the Scrip
tures daily to see whether or not 
those things which they had been 
told were true or not. This is a 
good pri nci pal for modern day s tudents 
of prophecy. Those who are well 
grounded in the Scripture cannot be 
confused by humanistic projections 
of men.

This writer is very basically 
committed to the pre-millenial re
turn of our Lord. It is a great 
time to declare prophetic truth.Let 
us continue to declare it while 
staying in complete accord with the 
Seriptures jn our Pleaching._______
sion,according to their consciences. 
That’s situation ethics - no more, 
no less.

So why should the exponents of 
situation ethics cry out? Their 
strident condemnations have heavy 
overtones of hypocrisy.

--------  Copied
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