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AH UN BAPTIST IE CREED
BY: DR. JAMES BULLMAN

In accepting churches which do that; thus he explains, "Baptists 
not require immersion, the Conven- have always shied away from anything 
tion is either taking a meaningless that resembled a creed or a state- 
position or is setting up an un- ment of belief to which their people 
Baptistic creed; in either case, were forced to subscribe".
Baptist cooperative work is being Now as used in this latter sense 
destroyed. This is a serious charge the term "creed" is hardly applicable 
— a very, very serious charge. But to Baptists — certainly not to our 
I believe it can be substantiated. N.C. Convention, and certainly not 

The Convention is composed of to my Constitutional Amendment, 
messengers from "cooperating chur- which specifies a church’s practice 
ches"as defined by the Constitution. of immersion as an exercise of its 
Included within these cooperating "autonomy". (A church would no 
churches are churches that do not more be "forced" to practice immer- 
require immersion. Are these chur- sion than it is now "forced" to 
ches not requiring immersion Bap- cooperate financially with the Con- 
tist or not? vention. Of course, according to

(1) If we say that a church does the present constitution, unless a 
not have to be a cooperating church, church exercises its autonomy in a 
then "Baptist Convention" is a certain way, namely, by financially 
meaningless designation. cooperating, it is not eligible to

(2) If we say that a church does send messengers. So in principle 
have to be Baptist to cooperate the matter would be the same in re- 
with the Convention, then, since spect to immersion as required by 
some of these cooperating churches the amendment).
do not require immersion, we are So, because we have church auto
saying that immersion is not nece- nomy, we do not have, and cannot 
ssary for membership in a Baptist have, a "creed" in the sense of 
Church. Thus the Convention is something "forced" upon churches, 
operating according to a standard, But we cannot have cooperation, 
or creed, which is contrary to the certainly not articulate cooperation, 
historic Baptist insistence on without giving expression of reli-
immersion. gious belief or policy, or without

operating according to some standard.
WHAT IS A CREED? Our present constitutional require

ment for a cooperating church; un- 
Perhaps no word has caused more derstood as a definition of a "Bap- 

confusion than "creed". On the one tist” church as allowing something 
hand, Dr. H. H. Hobbs, who was other than immersion, sets us a 
Chairman of the SBC Committee is- creed that is contrary to the his- 
suing the 1963 revision of the toric Baptist insistence on immer- 
"Baptist Faith and Message" of 1925 sion. 
has described this statement as not
a creedal statement". On the other PRESENT POLICY DESTRUCTIVE OF 
hand, Dr. W.W. Barnes, who was the
SBC official historian, described BAPTIST COOPERATION
the Faith and Message as a "creedal
pronouncement", and referred to I do not here try to answer the 
earlier statements on the Associa- question of whether, according to 
tional and State Convention levels our present arrangement, a coopera- 
as "creedal". ting church does or does not have

Who is right, Hobbs or Barnes? to be Baptist. In either case, the 
It is a matter of definition. If result is destructive of our co- 
by "creed" we mean an expression of operative work.
religious opinion or policy, then (1) If a cooperating church 
obviously the Faith and Message is does not have to be Baptist, then
a creed, as is any statement put there is no way by which "Baptist"
forth in defining our religious cooperative work can be identified
work. But Hobbs means more than and. distinguished from the work of

other denominations. A term that 
can mean anything really means noth
ing. When we don’t know what we 
are cooperating for, the basis for 
cooperation is destroyed.

(2) Or, if a cooperating 
church does have to be Baptist, 
then, since some cooperating chur
ches do not require immersion, the 
Convention’s standard is contrary 
to our historic view of immersion, 
as necessary for membership in a 
Baptist Church. When, on the .de
nominational or cooperative level-, 
we are no longer Baptists in the 
historic sense of the term, then 
what has been the basis for the 
Cooperative Program is destroyed; 
as the basis for all 6ur cooperative 
endeavor which has been established 
and maintained in order to carry out 
Christ’s commission in the manner 
historically conceived by Baptists.

HOW TO REMEDY THE SITUATION
We may amend a statement in 

Article IV of the Constitution by 
inserting certain words (herein 
underlined) so as to cause the 
statement to read, "No one shall be 
a messenger who is not a member of 
a church which, inclusive within 
its autonomous actions, exercises 
its autonomy by recognizing only 
immersion as baptism and by co-oper
ating with the Convention,..."

James M. Bullman

(The above quotation from Hobbs 
is found in The Baptist Faith and 
Message,HashviZ Ze:Convention Press, 
1971, pp. 13, 16; that from Barnes 
is found in The Southern Baptist 
Convention: A Study, Seminary HiZZ, 
Texas, 1946, p. 8.)
note:
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THE BAPTISMAL AMENDMENT WILL 
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PLEASE GET YOUR MESSENGERS TO
DAI FTflLI ■•W-CARVBRALtlbH1 1B. C. HKDAl COMMISSION

NASHV!LIE, .TENNESS.EK ’



KENTUCKY EDITOR RAISES QUESTIONS 
ABOUT BAPTIST COLLEGES

Editor, C.R. Daley of Kentucky’s 
Western Recorder, one of the old
est Baptist Papers in the Conven
tion, has raised some questions a- 
bout the value of an education in a 
Baptist Institution. After pointing 
out that an education at a Baptist 
College costs considerably more 
than one at a state institution, 
Editor Daley said, "Parents paying 
the higher and higher charges of 
church related schools can’t but 
ask if it is really worth it. Are 
Baptist Colleges superior to State 
Colleges and Universities? Are 
Baptist Schools enough different 
from tax supported schools to justi
fy the extra cost?

Editor Daley pointed out that 
large State supported schools do 
have some advantages over smaller 
denominational colleges. He chal
lenged the idea that state schools 
are anti-religious and pagan. He 
also pointed out that all Baptist 
Schools are not "religious, Chris
tian, and compassionate in nurtuting 
students and in strict moral stan
dards". He pointed out that there 
are many deeply committed Chris
tians on the State Campuses while 
"some teachers in Baptist Schools 
are cynical, uncommitted to Chris
tian moral standards and destruc
tive to the Christian faith of stu
dents." He was quick to add, how
ever, that there is a difference if 
the Baptist School is true to its 
original principles and objectives-

"If no difference exists, he said, 
"we are being betrayed and wasting 
denominational and personal resour
ces . "

In the latter portion of his 
editorial Editor Daley set forth 
some distinctives which he obvious
ly feels should characterize every 
Baptist School when he said, "Bap
tist Schools should be committed to 
the Christian ethic and philosophy 
without reservation or apology." 
Teachers who are destructive instead 
of supportive of the students Chris
tian faith have no place in a Bap
tist College. Teachers who reject 
the Bible as inspired truth, treat 
it as merely religious literature, 
deny the need for personal regener
ation and make Jesus only another 
religious prophet and not the Son 
of God ought to be removed from a 
Baptist College faculty before he 
meets another class."

"Some indoctrination is appro
priate for a Baptist College. This 
is not a narrow closed minded ap
proach but a positive presentation 
of the insights and truthes that 
Baptists have espoused in every 
generation. If we have no dis
tinctive worth possessing and trans
mitting,we are wasting our resources 
in schools."

"The Religion Department and 
faculty should be one of the strong
est in a Baptist School. Almost 
every Baptist School was begun or
iginally to train ministers and 

this should remain a high priority 
for Baptist Colleges. When minis
terial training and Baptist under
standing of truth are not primary 
objectives of Baptist Schools, they 
should no longer be called Baptist. 
As long as the school uses the good 
name and the financial resources of 
Baptists, it should be true to the 
Christian principles in general and 
Baptist distinctives in particular."

"A Baptist College should be 
strong academically. The heart of 
its curriculum should be liberal 
arts and in this area it should 
surpass state schools which have to 
offer vocational and technical train
ing also."

"A Baptist College loses its dis
tinctives when it tries to compete 
with state schools in educational 
philosophy and laxity of moral 
standards. Baptist parents who 
borrow money for the higher charges 
of Baptist Schools are betrayed when 
their sons and daughters do not re
ceive more than they would at state 
schools. Baptists should remain 
in higher education only as long as 
their schools are distinctively 
Christian, academically strong and 
supportive in building Christian 
character and integrity."

The editorial appeared in the 
October 12, issue of the Western 
Recorder, Baptist State Paper of 
Kentucky.

WHY ARE CHURCHES LEAVING US?
BY: REV. CALVIN CAPPS

In the August 24 issue of the 
Biblical Recorder Editor Marse 
Grant expressed concern over inde
pendent activity in the mountain 
areas. We don’t know where he en
countered such influence since we 
don’t travel in the mountain areas 
very much. We were aware of the 
very large independent churches in 
Charlotte, Winston-Salem and Green
sboro, but then, this is the Pied
mont area. We know of no such 
strong independent influence in the 
mountain areas but Editor Grant’s 
prescription for the problem is 
what intrigued us. He was concerned 
about efforts being made to ’’capture 
Baptist Churches which for years 
have been supportive of all that 
Baptists do.” His answer was to 
send the Bib lical Recorder to every 
family. Does this really counter 
the independent influence? We 
don’t know a lot about the Mountain 
Baptists and we don’t propose to be 
an authority but from what we under
stand about them they intend to 
remain Baptist at all cost. Can 
the Biblical Recorder tell them 
that the North Carolina Convention 
really stood by the New Testament 
ordinance of Baptism? Can the 
Biblical Recorder tell them that 
the leadership of the Convention, 
including the Editor of the 
Recorder, did not fight the Amend

ment of M.O. Owens which would have 
maintained the doctrinal integrity 
of our Convention at the point of 
Baptism. Can the Recorder say that 
it did not publish letters that 
maligned many Baptists of our 
State who supported the Baptismal 
Amendment and New Testament teach
ings on Baptism? Can the Recorder 
tell them that the Sunday School 
Board did not publish a commentary 
on Genesis which denied that God 
commanded Abraham to sacrifice 
Isaac and which departed from Baptist 
beliefs in regard to inspiration of 
Scripture? Can the Recorder tell 
them that streaking did not take 
place at Wake Forest? Can the Re
corder tell them that our institu - 
tions did not accept Federal Funds? 
What can the Recorder tell them 
that will change their minds?

WHY?
The problem of churches leaving 

the North Carolina and Southern 
Baptist Convention is becoming ever 
more acute as a survey of the Home 
Mission Board has pointed out. We 
wonder when Southern Baptist leader
ship is going to come to grips with 
the real issues as to why churches 
are pulling out and disassociating 
themselves with us. Why is it that 
"churches which for years have been 

supportive of all that Baptists 
do” suddenly become unsupportive? 
Why do they deliberately take action 
to disassociate themselves from 
Southern Baptist work? We wonder 
why denominational leaders forever 
try to persuade our people that 
churches that disassociate from 
Southern Baptist work are lead by 
some slimy character who calls him
self a preacher and sneaks into the 
church unawares,deceives the people 
and ’’captures” the church by some 
clandestine means. Editor Grant 
used the word ’’capture”. That word 
suggests taking something by force. 
Now, if any independents have char
ged a Southern Baptist Church with 
machine guns in hand and demanded 
that they vote themselves out of 
the Association or the Convention, 
we have not heard about it. We also 
wonder why the implication is always 
made that only small,weak, backward 
mountain churches disassociate 
themselves from the convention work 
when the fact is that churches of 
all sizes and in every location are 
disassociating themselves from 
Southern Baptist Work. About the 
earliest incident that we remember 
in North Carolina took place in 
Rocky Mount. It was a rather large 
church and it was a long way from 
the mountains.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR)



EDITORIAL...
Sometimes writers have a very 

subtle way of writing about a given 
situation (sometimes hypothetical) 
when they are actually trying to 
speak to another situation which may 
be semi-related or totally unrela
ted to the situation that they write 
about. The idea behind this subtle 
approach to Journalism is to deve
lop a "mind set" among the readers 
for or against a given proposition. 
This tactic was employed on the 
editorial page of the October 19 
issue of the Biblical Recorder.

There was a lengthy editorial 
about "legalism" in local churches. 
The editorial allows that a church 
will draw up a set of "rigid rules" 
to govern its members and when one 
fails to measure up, he is "subject 
to having his wrists slapped, or 
even being expelled from membership." 
Raving been reared in a Pastor's 
home and having served in the pas
torate for a number of years we 
thought back through our experience 
in Baptist Churches and the Churches 
that we have known of. We cannot 
think of one Southern Baptist Church 
anywhere which has done much by way 
of disciplining of members or ex
pelling members who failed to live 
a quality Christian life. In fact, 
many of our leaders have constantly 
chided Southern Baptists for our 
laxity at this point. Dr. James 
Leo Garrett who is Professor of 
Theology at Southern Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky published a 
pamphlet a few years ago concerning 
the need for discipline in Southern 
Baptist Churches. Some leaders 
have constantly chided us pastors 
for being too lax and too tolerant. 
Perhaps we have been. We don't 
know of any pastor who has led his 
church to dismiss from the fellow
ship those who have been guilty of 
living carnal lives. To be sure, 
there is a little phariseeism in 
most churches but no one gets very 
upset about it because it is usually 
a shroud that hi des some other motive.

We do know of a number of church
es who have Constitutions but, 
after all, this is one thing that 
the denominational leadership has 
strongly recommended. In fact, the 
Baptist State Convention made aval 1- 
able a suggested Constitution se
veral years ago shortly after the 
North Rocky Mount situation. If we 
remember correctly, the suggested 
Constitution didn't do much to pro
tect the autonomy of churches but 
it did protect the interests of the 
Baptist State Convention in the 
local church. Surely, when an edi
torial speaks of "rigid rules" it 
is not speaking of Constitutions. 
Hundreds of North Carolina Churches 
have them.

NON-EXISTENT
Obviously, the Editorial in the 

Recorder is talking about churches 
that are non-existent in the North 
Carolina Convention. If any such 
churches do exist, their number is 
so small as to be negligible. So, 
why was so much space on the Editor-

by ROBERT Of. TERE Ry
i al page dedicated to a situation 
that doesn't exist. Apparently the 
aim was to develop a mind set a- 
gainst "legalism" and then the Re
corder wil1 interpret "legalism" in 
its own way. The clue is found in 
the Editori alettes one of which 
expresses the hope that "our Con
vention here in North Carolina will 
never make its rules so stringent 
and restrictive that it will vtake 
a "watch dog" to see that all Con
stitutional mandates are obeyed to 
the letter". Of course, the edi
torial is only a step away from op
posing the Baptismal Amendment.

CIRCUMVENTION
Apparently the Recorder doesn't 

want to oppose New Testament Bap
tism. That may not be too palatable 
to the Baptists of North Carolina 
so there is another ploy by which 
liberalism is protected and secured 
while adherance to New Testament 
teachings are made suspect. If you 
as a North Carolina Baptist Conven
tion member can be led to a mental 
set in which you oppose anything 
that smacks of "legalism" and then 
if the New Testament ordinance of 
Baptism and insistence on it can be 
closely associated with "legalism" 
then the liberals are smug in their 
victory and you have been duped. If 
you can be led to disregard New 
Testament Baptism as "legalism" 
then, by the same token, and by the 
same ploy you can be led to disre
gard many other Nev/ Testament Doc
trines such as the Virgin Birth, 
the Resurrection, the Return of the 
Lord, Heaven, and Hell.

WHAT IS IT?
To be sure, we are all opposed to 

legalism but what is it? This is 
what we must understand because the 
big danger is that too many North 
Carolina Baptists may allow someone 
to place a spurious interpretation 
on liberalism that doesn't belong 
there. When one suggests that in
sistence on Baptism by immersion is 
legalism then that is an interpre
tation that doesn't belong there. 
When the suggestion is made that 
living by a Constitution is "lega
lism’1 that just doesn't pass muster. 
To be sure, v/e never want to be 
nit picky about the Constitution. 
We never want to be over meticulous 
about its observance. Secretary 
Crouch found out that North Carolina 
Baptists had no stomach for that 
when he numbered the Convention 
ballots and registration cards at 
the Winston-Salem Convention, sup
posedly to make sure that no church 
registered more messengers than the 
Constitution provided for.

The term "legalism" doesn't ap
pear in the Bible but as Christians 
have historically understood it it 
referred to a system of redemption 
through law rather than through 
grace. A distaste' for legalism 
doesn't mean a laxity in the local 
New Testament Church as the si ashy, 
slicy editorial in the Biblical

Recorder suggests.
In modern times, legalism has 

found its expression in the adven
tist movement. The adventists in
sist on the observance of the seventh 
day of the week as the Sabbath. 
They insist on observance of cer
tain Old Testament food laws which 
were given to the Children of Is
rael as temporal laws when they 
were wandering in the wilderness. 
The laws were given for their health 
protection but they were not eternal 
laws. They were temporal laws that 
had to do with the eating habits of 
the Children of Israel in that day. 
Those laws were discarded by early 
Christians because they were tem
poral and not eternal.

BAPTISM
But the combination of editorials 

mentioned made a subtle attempt to 
establish a mind set among the mes
sengers to the North Carolina Con
vention which would suggest to them 
that insistence on Baptism is legal
ism and that to pass the proposed 
baptismal amendment would be legal
istic.

To insist that baptism is legal
ism or that the insistence of bap
tism by immersion is legalism be
speaks an intellectual dishonesty 
or an ignorance of New Testament 
theology. We don't believe that 
the more than 3,500 Southern Baptist 
Churches in North Carolina who in
sist on Nev/ Testament Baptism by im
mersion can appreciate any subtle 
suggestion that they are legalistic.

It is also intellectual dishones
ty to suggest that it is legalism 
for the North Carolina Convention 
to live by Constitutional Require
ments and that at least some of
those requirements be doctrinal 
instead of monetary. Somewhere, 
sometime, our leadership is going 
to have to get over the idea that 
Baptists can be bound together with 
the almighty dollar. It will never 
be. When our New Testament doctrin
al bonds are gone we will no longer 
be bonded together and the inva
sion of liberalism is causing those 
New Testament bonds to be broken 
which have been the basis of our 
co-operation. We have never co-op
erated on the basis of dollars but 
on the basis of doctrine and we 
don't believe that North Carolina 
Baptists are going to be too recep
tive to the idea that our New Testa
ment doctrines are to be dismissed 
as leqalism.

JESUS COMMANDED US TO BAPTISE 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE 
SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT (Matthew 
28: 19 - 20). HE ALSO SAID, "IF YE 
LOVE ME KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS(John 
14: 15). NOW, WHO IS GOING TO 
CONVINCE US THAT INSISTENCE ON 
OBEDIENCE TO OUR LORD'S COMMAND IS 
LEGALISM?

RMT

THE BAPTISMAL AMENDMENT WILL BE 
CONSIDERED ON FRIDAY. PLEASE GET 
YOUR MESSENGERS TO RALEIGH.



CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

THE TRUTH
The truth of the matter is 

many churches have become disillu
sioned by what they see happening 
in the North Carolina Convention and 
to a lesser extent, in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. They are not 
following some sleazy character who 
has deceived them but they on 
their own intiative, have chosen
to disassociate themselves from us. 
We may as well get honest about it. 
There are some things about the 
Independents that I can’t stomach 
but we are not going to be able to 
lead our people to believe that in
dependent Baptists are some slimy 
characters who really are not to be 
numbered among Christians. Our 
people are enlightened and they 
know better. They don’t buy the 
philosophical dichotomy of Convention 
officials who would lead us to em
brace Ecumenists in brotherly love 
while hating fellow Baptists who 
don’t walk in lock-step with us - 
especially those who don’t kick in
to the Co-operative Program. Fur
thermore, we need to face the fact 
that churches who are leaving the 
Convention are doing so for doc
trinal reasons. They are not fol
lowing deceptive preachers. In 
fact, we could name instances in 
which Southern Baptist pastors have 
had to struggle with movements to 
disassociate in their own congrega
tions and in many, many instances 
pastors can be credited with pre
venting their churches from leaving 
the Convention.

SET HOUSE IN ORDER
I am a Southern Baptist because 

I believe in most of the things 
that Southern Baptists do as a de
nomination. Mostly I am a Southern 
Baptist because I believe in our 
missionary outreach but I also re
cognize that we are doing some things 
in the name of ’’missions” that are 
not missions. I recognize that if 
we are going to stop this drain of 
churches from our Convention we are 
going to have to set our house in
order. We are going to have to stay September 21, 197^
close to the tenets of the Baptist 
faith which are taught in the Word 
of God. We are going to have to 
quit compromising or striking a 
bargain with every liberal who comes 
along. If North Carolina Baptists 
go to Raleigh and vote for the 
Baptismal Amendment to be submitted 
by James Bullman, this will do more 
than anything that I know to stem 
the tide of the so-called "Indepen
dent ’; influence" in some of our

A RONALD TONKS 
127 NINTH AVE 
NASHVILLE TENN
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OPEN LETTER TO KEV. 8/UV MOBLEY
Rev. Bill Mobley, President BY: DR. JULIAN HOPKINS

that The General Board
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina 
Raleigh, N.C.

The selection of the next General Secretary-Treasurer of our Convention 
is so important that I feel constrained to write in regard to the compo
sition and work of the committee soon to be elected by the General Board 
to seek out and recommend to the Board for nomination a man to serve in 
this most important position in the Convention.

The report in the Biblical Recorder (9-2]-7^) of the Executive Committee's 
approach to its awesome responsibi1ity i n finding the people to recommend 
for membership on the search committee is encouraging. Of necessity the 
report had to be fragmentary and incomplete but I hope the direction the 
Committee seems to be moving in will be in evidence in all the work that 
must be done to find God’s man for General Secretary-Treasurer.

The Recorder emphasized that all sections and all diversities of our 
Convention be represented on the search committee. That, of course, is 
not to be ignored but it would be tragic if that measuring rod became the 
final criterion for determining the membership of the committee. No in
dividual or group that now has a man to promote for General Secretary- 
Treasurer should be a part of the search committee. Certainly no one who 
would allow himself to be considered for General Secretary-Treasurer 
should accept membership on the committee and I believe each prospective 
member of the committee should be asked about th i s before being nominated.

I further believe the General Board should instruct the search committee 
to be ready to make its final report at the Board's meeting in July 
of 1975. It will be a terrible tragedy if anything is done or left un
done that has any semblance of "a coverup" or of an effort to push some
thing over on the Convention. This does not mean that every discussion 
cf the committee should be pub 1ished,but it does mean that no discussion 
or activity should be tolerated in the committee that has any appearance 
of the committee trying to impose its will and wisdom on the Convention. 
If the committee does its work well, then it can unfearingly trust the 
people of God to do the right thing at the Convention.

Finally, it wi11 be tragic indeed ifthe search committee and the General 
Board take the attitude that their recommendation is infallible and go 
to unwarranted lengths to get their nominee elected. From now on through 
the 1975 Convention it is urgently important that the matter of finding 
and electing the next General Secretary-Treasurer be characterized by 
"telling the people and trusting in God".

Signed: Julian Hopkins, 3100 Beaufort Street, Raleigh, N.C. 27&09

As I see it, this search committee should be composed of Baptists who 
believe and behave by conviction that the Bible is completely trustworthy 
and is the sole authority for faith and conduct; who believe the Holy 
Spirit will give guidance in and through the Scriptures to those who 
diligently seek it; who have open minds and gladly listen to and respect 
all people in the Convention, and who is his own man under God whose 
chief concern is to know and do God's will in all things.

Baptist Churches. Our Baptist 
people need to be reassured that we 
are going to stand by the basic and 
historical Baptist beliefs because 
they are taught in the Word of God. 
They need to be reassured that we 
are going to remain Southern Baptist. 
They don’t understand why our Bap
tist Convention can’t take a strong 
stand on Baptism and they aren’t 
going to be impressed by any nebu
lous arguments about "autonomy” or 

"creedalism”. They know what the 
issue is. They know that the issue 
is Baptism and the question is 
whether or not we as a Convention 
are going to compromise with a few 
liberal left-wing churches for 
the sake of a few Co-operative 
Program dollars. When all the vague 
and illusive arguments about”auton- 
omy” and ’’creedalism” have died a- 
way they will still remember the 
vote and the position we take.
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