
(MOTE®
A RONALD TONKS
127 NINTH AVE 
NASHVILLE TENN

37 M

0
O ®75

VOLUME III
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY BAPTISTS UNITEO FOR SPIRITUAL REVIVAL , MORGANTON , N. C. 28655

March 28, 1975 NUMBER 3

BY! MiO. OWENS JR.

Brother Ray Benfield, Chairman of the 
Committee charged with the task of recommen
ding a successor to Dr. Perry Crouch as 
Executive Secretary of North Carolina Bap
tists, is reported by Harvey Harris in the 
Greensboro Daily News to have said that his 
committee is "feeling pressure" from Baptists 
United. As the President of Baptists United 
I am curious as to where that "pressure" is 
coming from, and what sort it is.

So far as I know nobody connected with 
Baptists United has tried in any way whatso
ever to exert any pressure of any kind on 
the Committee. At the request of one member 
of the Committee I agreed to put something 
of my own personal feelings into words. So, 
I wrote a letter to this member of the Com
mittee and expressed, as gently and politely 
as I knew how, my own opinion that nobody 
in North Carolina at the moment would be 
totally acceptable to both sides of our doc
trinal division. By that, I meant for them 
to understand that I knew full well no man 
in North Carolina whom our "conservative" 
group might name would be acceptable to the 
more "liberal" brethren. By the same token, 
I wanted them to know that I, personally, 
did not believe any man completely acceptable 
to the "liberals" would be a man with whom 
the "conservatives" could be comfortable.

If that is "pressure" then it is not some
thing that I,or any other member of "Baptists 
United" have done. It is simply a fact of 
life in the present situation. Lamentable, 

perhaps, but not of our doing. We did not 
create the situation. Those who want to de
stroy the present Baptist image, and do 
away with "baptism by immersion"as a divine
ly given command are the ones who created 
it.

"Baptists United" as a group, so far as 
any expression of any kind has been made have 
only one real concern in the choosing of an 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, and leader 
for our North Carolina Baptists. We believe 
that the great majority of our Baptist 
people want a man who believes the Bible to 
be the inerrant, authoritative Word of God, 
"truth without mixture of error," and who 
patterns his thinking and his life after the 
teachings of that Bible. We also believe 
that the majority of our Baptist people still 
believe that there is only one "baptism" and 
that is by "immersion". So, we also feel 
that the man who leads North Carolina Baptists 
ought to be a man who stands unequivocally 
for the exclusive practice of "baptism by 
immersion" in our Baptist churches as the 
evidence of obedience to our Lord and Saviour, 
who set the example for us, who commanded 
his disciples and thus us, to "baptize", and 
who, by the writers of the New Testament 
clearly sets it forth as the only mode which 
will fit the theological considerations.

Maybe the Committee feels that nobody 
ought to express any convictions as to the 
kind of man we need. Or, maybe they feel 
that only "conservatives" ought NOT express 

any convictions at this point.
Nevertheless, this is the way many North 

Caolina Baptists feel. They want a man who 
does not equivocate at any point where the 
teaching of the Bible is clear. They want a 
man whether he be layman or preacher, who 
has no hesitancy in saying to North Carolina 
Baptists, "Thus saith the Lord."

In the letter which I wrote to the member 
of this Committee I did take the liberty of 
suggesting the consideration of a man. He 
is not in North Carolina, and the truth is, 
he is a man with whom the more "liberal" 
brethren could find a measure of empathy. 
He is a man who, if named, could hopefully 
work with all of us. Yet he is a man who 
I think, has convictions. But I would not 
turn my hand to get him nominated.

"Baptists United" have no man to push. 
We are not concerned with personalities at 
this point. We want God’s man for the place. 
And, we believe God’s man will be a man of 
conviction where the Bible is concerned.

So far as we are concerned, the Committee 
is perfectly free. We will NOT urge any 
man upon them. They are all people of integ
rity. Let them seek the man they think can 
work with ALL North Carolina Baptists.

And if it be considered "pressure" for 
conservatives to express their convictions 
as to the kind of man we believe North Caro
lina Baptists need, then let the Committee 
make the most of it.

A GREAT CONFERENCE
BY:ROBERT M. TENERY

Biblical principles of evangelism was 
the theme that permeated two days of an 
evangelism conference sponsored by Baptists 
United. During the five sessions the various 
speakers constantly amplified Biblical meth
ods of personal evangelism, Biblical moti - 
vation, the Biblical concept of an evangel
istic church, and the Biblical priority of 
evangelism in the ministry of a pastor and 
of the New Testament Church. Time after 
time the pastors and laymen present were 
warned of the hindrances and stumbling blocks 
to evangelism.

During the course of the conference the 
participants heard accounts of how evangel
istic programs are promoted in the local 
church from some of the most evangelistic 
churches in the Southern Baptist Convention, 
including the First Southern Baptist Church 
of Dell City, Oklahoma, First Baptist Church 
of Jacksonville, Florida, the Dauphin Way 
Baptist Church of Mobile, Alabama, and the 
Calvary Road Baptist Church of Alexandria, 
Virginia. A concert by the Wheaton College 
Concert Choir, highlight of the Monday 
Evening Session, was musically superb. After 
the last session of the conference a deacon 
was heard to comment that "Every Pastor and

Deacon in North Carolina should have been 
present at this conference."

EVANGELISTIC STAGNATION
A number of speakers attributed the evan

gelistic stagnation in thousands of churches 
across the Convention in recent years to the 
spread of liberalism. Dr. Homer Lindsay Jr. 
identified a number of Colleges and Seminar
ies as the fountainhead of liberalism in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He warned that 
liberals do not build churches but that they 
usually accept pastorates of good churches 
which are built up under the ministry of 
Bible-believing pastors. He further pointed 
opt that those good churches will usually 
die under the leadership of liberal pastors.

He warned that time is running out in the 
Southern Baptist Convention to reverse the 
trend of liberalism in colleges and seminar
ies. He stated that these institutions are 
continuing to turn out liberal, Bible-doubt
ing pastors who will eventually be in the 
majority in the Convention unless something 
is done immediately to reverse the trend. 
He scored conservative pastors for allowing 
the situation to develop and worsen.

OPTIMISM
Dr. Lindsay stated, however, that"God is 

doing some unusual things in the Southern 
Baptist Convention." He pointed out that he 
had the privilege of recommending Dr. 
Jerry Vines to the pastorate of the Dauphin 
Way Baptist Church of Mobile, Alabama which 
is the largest Southern Baptist Church in 
that State. He pointed out that his Father 
had the privilege of recommending Dr. 
Adrian Rogers to the Bellevue Baptist Church 
of Memphis, Tennessee which is the largest 
Southern Baptist Church in that state. He 
pointed out that God had overcome many of 
Satan’s obstacles in placing Dr. Charles 
Stanly in the pastorate of the First Baptist 
Church of Atlanta, Georgia and that Dr. 
Criswell is leading the First Baptist Church 
of Dallas, Texas which is the largest 
Southern Baptist Church in that State and in 
the Nation. Dr. Lindsay serves the First 
Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Florida 
which is the largest Southern Baptist Church 
in the State of Florida. He urged conserva
tive men to be considerably more agressive 
in developing a convention program that is 

(Continued on Page Two)
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RRE YOU 0 BLOSPHEinER ?
BY! M.O. OWENS JR.

Dr. George A. Buttrick, speaking at the 
National Seminar on Integrity sponsored by 
our Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, declared that “Biblical literalism is 
blasphemy against God”. In essence, he was 
saying that those of us who believe ALL of 
the Bible are blasphemers against God. AND 
WE PROBABLY HELPED PAY HIS EXPENSES TO THE 
MEETING, AND SHARED IN HIS HONORARIUM FOR 
SAYING I To According to this man, if you 
believe ALL of the Bible you blaspheme God. 
Strange thinking!

This is the type of semantics which we 
are seeing more and more of in our Southern 
Baptist denomination. Numbers of those in 
places of intellectual leadership are work
ing with might and main to undermine faith 
in the Bible as the infallible Word of God. 
One of the state Baptist paper editors wrote 
sometime back that he does not even use the 
word “infallible" when speaking of the 
Bible. Dr. Hull, of Southern Seminary, 
forthrightly declared in his article in 
“The Baptist Program11 a few years back, that 
“we do not need an infallible Bible.“ These 
men, and others like them, would say to us 
that we are stupid to believe in an infal-

1ible, inerrant, authoritative Word of God. 
In essence they are saying that God never 
gave to man any straightforward, word-for- 
word, revelation of His will and purpose, 
nor is there propositional truth in the pages 
of the Bible.

forthrightly declares that “The Holy Bible 
.... is the record of God's revelation of 
Himself to man.... It has God for its author 
salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter."

All of us know the Baptist Faith and Mes-

GREAT CONFERENCE CONTINUED
Biblically sound in every detail.

DELL CITY
Dr. Cecil Staton shared with the confer

ence the unusual evangelistic ministry of 
the First Southern Baptist Church of Dell 
City under the leadership of such outstanding 
conservative men as Dr. John Bisagno, Dr. 
James Draper, and presently under the minis
try of Dr. Bailey Smith. Dr. Bisagno now 
serves the First Baptist Church of Houston, 
Texas and Dr. Draper is now Associate Pastor 
to Dr. W.A. Criswell at the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas. Dr. Bailey Smith continues 
to lead the great First Southern Baptist 
Church of Dell City, Oklahoma in the greatest 
evangelistic thrust of its history. Dr. 
Staton pointed out that the church, itself, 
is evangelistic and that the evangelistic 
outreach of the church does not rest solely 
upon the pastor’s shoulders. He magnified 
such evangelistic outreach as the "Starlight 
Crusades" which are conducted each year by 
the First Southern Baptist Church of Dell 
City with outstanding Christian personalities. 
The church has also purchased a downtown 
theatre in which Christian films are shown 
without charge. He pointed out that this is 
a very fruitful ministry. Dr. Staton 
stressed, however, the importance of each 
individual church working out its own program 
of evangelism under the guidelines of the 
New Testament and one which will adequately 
reach the people in its own territory.

OTHERS
Others appearing on the program such as 

Rev. Gerald Primm, Dr. Clinton Sheehan, and 
Rev. Ned Matthews dealt with doctrinal is
sues such as "The Gifts of the Spirit", and 
"The Work of the Holy Spirit".

ATTENDANCE

Dr. Grady Cothen, new President of the 
Sunday School Board, wrote quite recently 
an article which begins, “Controversy swirls 
about the nature of the Bible once again." 
He calls this a “devastating controversy" 
in speaking of another denomination. It is 
NOT the controversy which is DEVASTATING. 
What is devastating is the liberal viewpoint 
which takes the Bible, God's Holy Word, as 
just another human book, 
God may use. There 
ground ever for men 
such different lights and view it as such a 
different kind of book,as do “conservatives" 
on one hand and “liberals" on the other.

The traditional, historical stand of 
Southern Baptists has been always that of a 
people who believe the Bible to be God's 
infallible, inerrant Word. Our Baptist 
Faith and Message statement, adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention unanimously,

no creed. WE have long 
no creed but the Bible, 

of a creed

God's Holy Word, 
albeit one which 

is no happy meeting 
who see the Bible in
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The large number attending the conference 
was very gratifying to Rev. M.O. Owens, 
president of Baptists United and even before 
the conference had concluded the participants 
began to express their enthusiasm over i^ie 
possibility of another such conference next 
year.

sage statement is 
said that we have 
And those who drag up the issue 
are merely raising a smokescreen.

But that statement, adopted by Southern 
Baptists, expressed what we, as a denomina
tion, have long considered to be the essence 
of our convictions about the Bible and other 
doctrinal matters.

Now if an agency of our Convention is go
to be the sounding board of those who 

that the great mass of us who believe 
Bible are blasphemers of God, IT IS TIME 
had an understanding. ARE WE GOING TO 
THE BILLS for those who would deny what

man declaring that I am a 
the first place, he has no 
But more importantly, there

ing 
say 
the 
we 
PAY
we as Southern Baptists have believed through 
these decades,and still print as our capsule 
belief?

I resent any 
blasphemer. In 
ri ght to j udge.
is only one book, one authority, which gives 
amy man>any place 
knowing what blasphemy really is, 
book is the very Bible which he says 
not to accept, 
it, and divide 
unacceptable. And if 
he comes much nearer 
I. Jesus said, “The 
will be his judge on 
48).

to stand in the matter of 
and that 

we are 
except as we judge it, purge 
it into the acceptable and 

I read my Bible aright 
being a blasphemer than 
word that I have spoken 
the last day" (John J2:

COMS Fly WITH US
GOING TO THE CONVENTION IN MIAMI?

PLANNING TO FLY?
WANT TO SAVE SOME MONEY?

FLY WITH "BAPTISTS UNITED" GROUP!!
GREATER CONVENIENCE GOOD FELLOWSHIP

Group flights are being planned:

CHARLOTTE — SATURDAY — JUNE 7 
Charlotte, Eastern Airline - 12:29 p.m. 

2:05 p.m.
Leave
Return on Friday,June 13. Lv. Miami

Arrive, Miami 2:04 p.m.
Ar. Charlotte,6: 31 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — MONDAY — JUNE 9 
Leave Charlotte, Eastern - 12:02 p.m.
Return, Friday June 13. Lv. Miami, 11:40 a.m.

GREENSBORO — MONDAY ---- JUNE 9
Leave Greensboro, Eastern - 8:45 a.m.
Return, Friday, June 13. Lv. Miami, 8:50

Arrive, Miami 3:41 p.m.
, ar. Ch’ lotte, 4: 35 p.m,

Arrive Miami, 1:29
a.m., ar. G'boro, 1:29

p.m. 
p.m.

The Saturday flight is planned for those who want to attend the
’’The Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship’

$100.00
$105o00 
FOR YOU, IF DESIRED.

Convention Conference of

COST -- From Charlotte ----
From Greensboro —

HOTEL SPACE CAN BE SECURED

For those desiring to leave from Charlotte, contact:
M.O. Owens, Jr., P.O. Box 2066, Gastonia, N.C. 28052 

Telephones: (704) 864-3681, or 864-6627

For those desiring to leave from Greensboro, contact:
Gerald Primm, P.O. Box 6426, Greensboro, N.C. 27405 

Telephones: (919) 272-8437, or 273-7417

Pre-



EDITORIAL... sy rorert m, tenery

SET READY FDR A WHITEWASH
The Directors of the Home Mission Board 

are getting ready for a whitewash of the 
Board’s failures in the areas of evangelism- 
a Board whose primary responsibility is that 
of winning the Homeland to Christ. In the 
face of this purpose for its existence, the 
place of evangelism at the Board had almost 
been relegated to limbo. Sensing the need 
for a more agressive program of evangelism 
among Southern Baptists, a proposal was con
sidered at the 1974 Convention which would 
have established a Commission on Evangelism. 
A coalition of the Home Mission Board leader
ship and well known pastors won a motion to 
table the proposal until the special commit
tee could have time to study the matter.

SECTION
The Directors of the Home Mission Board 

at their Spring Meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
elevated the Division of Evangelism at the 
Home Mission Board to Sectional status. The 
new alignment makes the Evangelism Director 
accountable directly to the Board’s Execu
tive Director which was not the case before. 
It also places him on the Staff’s executive 
council. The Directors will also ask the 
Southern Baptist Convention to add two new 
programs - personal evangelism and mass 
evangelism - to the existing \2 program as
signments of the Board.

HOW DID IT HAPPEN?
The question that Southern Baptists must 

ask themselves in considering the new pro
posal is: ”How did evangelism get relegated 
to such a nebulous position in the organi
zational structure of the Home Mission Board 
to begin with?” The answer is that Evange
lism occupied the exact position at the Home 
Mission Board which the Executive leadership 
of the Board wanted it to occupy. In an ef
fort to make the Board sound evangelistic, 
the Baptist Press release from Tulsa boasted 
of the 410,000 baptisms reported in Southern 
Baptist Churches last year. It was also re
ported that it was the fourth year in succes
sion that the total had exceded 400,000 but 
failed to point out that the number was be
low that of 1973.

Observant pastors know that the slight 
increase in baptisms over the past few years 
is directly attributable to those churches 
who operate Bus Ministries. Church Bus 
Evangelism was the most evangelistic thing 
that the Home Mission Board had going but 
the Board requested that this ministry be 
taken over by the Sunday School Board. The 
Home Mission Board wanted to get rid of it 
and they did. But now then we have a 
strange situation in which the Home Mission 
Board wants to claim credit for slight in
creases in total number of baptisms that 
we have experienced in recent years even 
though they have absolutely nothing to do 
with these increases and they divested 
themself of the very ministry that caused 
the increases. The Christian Life Com
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
recently conducted a Seminar on . Integrity. 
Might we suggest that the integrity in the 
Home Mission Board and the Baptist Press be 
scrutinized a little more closely? It is 
false reporting to imply that the . Home 
Mission Board had anything to do with the 
slight increases that we have noted in bap
tisms. The truth is that the ratio of bap
tisms has seen a drastic decline since the 
early fifties.

SHAKEN
The Home Mission Board is apparently 

very shaken by the prospect of losing its 
Division of Evangelism with the establish
ment of a Commission of Evangelism and they 
hatfe a right to be. If the assignment of 
evangelism is removed from the Home Mission 
Board’s program assignments, then Southern 
Baptists are not likely to be so generous 
with their Annie Armstrong Offerings and 
the Home Mission Board may find itself with
out support. The Home Mission Board has 
been making a lot of evangelistic sounds 
during the past year. There has been a 
frantic effort to make a case for their 
meager efforts in evangelism. Obviously 
they know that the rank and file of Southern 
Baptists are not going to support the pro
grams of the Home Mission Board once evan - 
gelism is deleted from their program assign
ments. If the Home Mission Board leader
ship has arrived at this conclusion they 
have arrived at a correct conclusion.

HONESTY
It is a time for honesty and candor. The 

Executive leadership of the Home Mission 
Board suddenly find themselves in disfavor 
with Southern Baptists because, by their own 
actions, they have relegated evangelism to a 
place of insignificance in the program and 
organizational structure of the Board. Now, 
they are ’’beating evangelistic drums” in an 
effort to regain the evangelistic confidence 
of Southern Baptists. All the stature and 
weight of the Baptist Press is being marshal
led in their effort. There is an attempt to 
convince Southern Baptists that the Board is 
more evangelistic than they thought. Again, 
they would have us believe that some things 
are evangelism which are not evangelism.

MOTIVATION
Evangelism at the Home Mission Board is 

not likely to improve until it is under the 
leadership of men who are properly motivated 
toward evangelism. Sometime ago some laymen 
talked to me about the lack of evangelism in 
their own church. Evangelism there is nil. 
The pastor is a liberal and has little sym
pathy or concern for evangelism. About all 
the evangelistic activity that he undertakes 
is what the congregation pressures him to 
undertake. The men who were talking to 
me were on fire for evangelism. They want to 
see souls saved. They believe that evange
lism is the primary task of the church but 
instead of getting out and getting into a 
church where evangelism is a matter of first 
priority, they remain on in the liberal 
church kidding themselves into believing 
that you can pressure the pastor into evan
gelism and that they are going to make a dif
ference there. As any observant pastor knows 
it is very very seldom,if ever, that a church 
turns around and goes in the direction of 
evangelism when once it has started down 
the path of liberalism. Unbelieving liberals 
usually get into control of the church organ
izations. The liberal pastor is, thereby, 
fully entrenched and protected by a wall of 
liberal church leaders and, regardless of 
what the congregation may want, the church 
continues down the toboggan slide of liberal
ism as spiritual hunger drives the members 
of the congregation elsewhere.

AGENCIES
What is true of a church is true of an 

agency. An agency that is under the exec
utive direction of men who really have 
little sympathy for evangelism is never 
going to be evangelistic and this is exact
ly what we have at the Home Mission Board.

The Executive leadership of the Home Mission 
Board has never shown any interest in Evan
gelism and even if they make an effort in 
the area of evangelism they are not likely 
to be successful. Those who are successful 
in evangelism are those men whose very 
heart-throb is evangelism. Evangelism is 
a consuming fire in their lives and even 
for these men evangelism is tough. We have 
never seen a man force himself to be evan
gelistic. That just isn’t the way that the 
Lord works. If a man doesn’t have the 
heart-beat of evangelism he will never be 
successful no matter how hard he tries in 
the flesh to motivate himself. Men whose 
primary concern is social actionism, of 
course, are never going to be successful in 
evangelism.

SHAKE-UP
If the status of evangelism at the Home 

Mission Board is to improve then the Direc
tors must take action that they are never 
likely to take. There must be a shake-up 
in the executive leadership of the Home 
Mission Board. When there is incompetence 
in government at any level, then the lead
ers of government have no hesitancy in 
shaking up the leadership and bringing in 
men who are competent to do the task. But, 
if incompetent men rise to high places of 
responsibility in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, for some reason, we have the 
idea that they must stay there until they 
die or retire. Of course, this is not true 
in a local church. If a pastor demonstrates 
incompetence in the local church then the 
church is free to remove him and it happens 
quite often either directly or indirectly. 
Every pastor knows this but when a man moves 
into denominational, service then he seems 
to become some kind of sacro-sanct who is 
untouchable regardless of whether he can 
perform his task or not.

NO OUSTER
This is not a suggestion that we oust a lot 

of men at the Home Mission Board but this is 
a suggestion that the Directors might serve 
Southern Baptists and the Kingdom of God much 
better if they would realign the leadership 
of the Home Mission Board. The Executive 
Secretary,for instance,has skills and capa
bilities that would be valuable to the Board 
but he should be placed in some other posi
tion at the Board where his real interest 
lies(perhaps as Director of Christian Social 
Ministries). The Directors then should 
place a man with a real heartbeat for evange
lism as Executive Secretary of the Home 
Mission Board. Unless this is done,Evange
lism will remain low on the Totem Pole at the 
Home Mission Board.

SUPPORT
We have just concluded a great evange

lism conference. The lives of those pre
sent were touched and blessed. The cost of 
the Conference was around $1,200 and, of 
course, this drained our Treasury.

We have gone to a Newsprint tabloid in 
Baptist United News which costs us a little 
more than previously. Baptists United 
needs your support. If every conservative 
pastor in the State will lead his church to 
give something to the work of Baptists 
United, we can have more good conferences 
and remain healthy financially as we have 
in the past. Why not ask your church to 
begin this month?

All contributions should be sent to: 
Rev. J. Harvey Clark, 610 Berkshire Drive, 
Statesville, N.C. 28677.



THE DIFFICULTY OF CLEAN-UP
AN ANALYSIS BY ROBERT M, TENERY

The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod is 
learning what a difficult job it is to 
clean out liberal teachers who have satura
ted their colleges and seminaries. After 
years of winking at the condition, conser
vative forces within the denomination, led 
by J.A.O. Preus wrested control of the denomi
nation from the hands of the liberals in 
1973 and the denomination is learning how 
mean and vicious liberals can be when they 
don't have their way. Liberals will call 
for unity and peace as long as they are in 
control but, as in the case in LCMS, they 
are willing to splinter and disrupt to no 
end if they don't have their way. The first 
major move of the liberal element was to 
form Seminex (Seminary in exile) which is a 
protest seminary from the Church's Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis. Seminex was formed 
after John Tietjen was ousted from the 
presidency of Concordia Seminary because of 
his liberal leanings and because he had al
lowed liberalism to fester under his ad
ministration.Seminex now with 400 students 
has received accreditation from the Asso
ciation of Theological Schools and has 
named ousted Concordia head, John Tietjen 
as President. Tietjen is a central figure 
in the dispute in the Luthern Church, 
Missouri Synod.

A.A.T.S,
This again reflects the liberal color of 

the American Association of Theological 
Schools which has probably done more to 
turn Seminaries liberal than any other force 
in America. WE have contended for some 
time that Southern Baptists are all too 
concerned about the whims of this Association. 
It is ridiculous to believe that a Seminary 
without even any facilities could meet 
accreditation standards within a year. If 
it had been a conservative seminary it 
would have likely taken years and 
years to receive accreditation. But the 
American Association of Theological Schools 
obviously bent over backward to extend ac
creditation to this liberal group. We pre
dict that the time will come when Southern 
Baptists will rue the day that we ever 
sought accreditation from this Association.

Other problems plaguing the LCMS is a 
$350,000 budget defecit which is resulting 
in personnel and program cut-backs including 
co-operative work with other Lutheran 
bodies. Various reconciliation efforts 
either have not gotten off the ground or 
have reached an impasse with each side 
holding out for conditions that are unac
ceptable to the other.

CONCORDIA
Another trouble spot is Concordia 

Teachers College in River Forest, Illinois 
which is an important Missouri Synod School. 
The faculty- administrative relationships 
have taken a turn for the worse and condi
tions at Concordia Seminary, Springfield, 
Illinois are simmering. The Springfield 
Seminary has long been considered the 
Synod's conservative bastion.

A number of District Presidents have had 
ecclesiastical charges leveled at them and 
conservative laymen within the denomination 
have organized a doctrinal concerns com
mittee to alert the denomination to apostasy 
among Pastors.Of course, the denominational 
controversy has found its way into a number 
of local congregations.

A new group known as the Lutheran Church 
in Mission (LCIM) was organized in Chicago 
last month at a meeting of 90 persons re

presenting 48 congregations in 22 states. 
The organization is described as a "stand
by" organization to hold together churches 
leaving the LCMS until they can find alian- 
ment with another Lutheran Body. It should 
be noted, however, that Thomas Spitz of 
New York was a key architect of the new 
organization and he resigned last year as 
the Chief Executive of the Lutheran Council 
in the U.S.A.in order to fight the policies 
of the Conservative administration of LCMS 
President, J.A.O. Preus. The new group 
fears that a number of Lutheran Churches 
may opt for completely independent status, 
"amove strategically disastrous, morally 
irresponsible,and theologically frivolous." 
Although the new group claims to be"moder- 
ate" it is obviously a anti-Preus group. 
Many of those who sponsored the Seminex 
move are in the new LCIM so we actually see 
two different denominations emerging.

PRESBYTERIANS
Meanwhile, liberalism continues to rage 

among the Presbyterians. The latest crisis 
has developed over the ordination of women 
to the ministry. The United Presbyterian 
Church's "High court" last November handed 
down a verdict over-ruling the decision of 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery to ordain Walter 
Wynn Kenyon, a 1974 graduate of Pittsburgh 
Seminary. Kenyon had said that he could 
not in good conscience ordain a woman to be 
a ruling elder,a position which is in con - 
flict with the denomination's stand. So it 
now emerges that a pastor in the Presbyter
ian church who refuses to ordain women may 
be ousted from the pastorate.

As a result, many Presbyterians are lea
ving the United Presbyterian Church and 
joining the Presyterian Church in America 
(PCA) which pulled away from Southern 
Presbyterians in December of 1973 because 
of liberalistic trends there. The new con
servative group has grown from 45,000 com
municants in December of 1974 to nearly 
80,000 communicants at present time with 
370 congregations in 27 states.

Since the Kenyon decision,6 UPC ministers 
have resigned and 4 congregations have 
split over the issue. This is another in
stance where liberalism splits and divides 
when it doesn't have its own way. Also, 
at least 6 other churches have beeh affected 
by a ruling issued in January which states 
that previously ordained elders and deacons 
as well as ministers cannot be reinstalled 
if they refuse to ordain women.

EXODUS
A recent pastor who joined the exodus 

from the United Presbyterian Church to the 
Presbyterian Church in America is Richard 
E. Knodel Jr., who explained that he has 
long been dissatisfied over liberal trends 
in the United Presbyterian Church, and that 
the Kenyon decision was the last straw.

When Pastor Arthur C. Broadway of the 
564 member Union Church in McKees Rocks, 
Pennsylvania, was warned by a committee of 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery that he should 
desist from promoting his "negative views 
on ordaining women or peacably withdraw", 
a third of the congregation reorganized and 
affi 1 iated wi th the conservati ve Presbyterian 
Church in America. The breakaway group has 
met at a Holiday Inn since February with 
Morning Attendance averaging over 200 and 
evening attendance of 120. Included in the 
new congregation are 10 of Union's 15 
Elders. 12 of 18 Deacons, 9 of 10 advanced 
level Rible Teachers, all 15 members of the 

Evangelism Team, all of the Youth Work 
Directors and three-fourths of the Choir. 
A budget of $57,000 has already been adopted 
and pledged.

Many conservatives stil 1 within the United 
Presbyterian Church are waiting on the ac
tion of the Church's General Assembly in 
May which meets in Cincinnatti. At least 
two presbyteries are weighing resolutions 
requesting constitutional changes that would 
permit exception to the rule on the ordina
tion of women in individual cases of con
science. Strong support is expected from 
many who disagree with the dissenters but 
nevertheless believe that a church broad 
enough to embrace Universalists, for in
stance, should be able to find room in its 
fellowship for those who are doctrinally 
sound and who oppose the ordination of 
women.

The same controversy over the ordination 
of women is now seeping into the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The issue surfaced 
in Greensboro just this year when the 
Piedmont Association's Committee on ordina
tions narrowly rejected an ordination re
quest from a woman who is a member of the 
First Baptist Church in Greensboro. The 
issue will likely grow and become more di
visive among Southern Baptists because we 
can't believe that Southern Baptist Churches 
are going to stand idly by for this un- 
scriptural practice.
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