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BY DR. JULIAN S, HOPKINS

Our next General Secretary should be one 
who will lead with a greater emphasis on 
Bible doctrines (which are also Baptist doc
trines) than we have had in several years. 
The need for this has been increasing at a 
rapid pace in recent years, and our leader
ship has refused to move to meet it.

In 1968 in a conference with our General 
Secretary I pointed out this need, but while 
I was thus speaking he was shaking his head 
in disapproval. He said there was no such 
need. But subsequent revelations of devia
tion on Bible baptism in churches all across 
the State showed clearly that there was and 
still is such need, but our leaders continue 
to deny it and do nothing to stop this para
lyzing threat.

We must now elect a man for General Sec
retary who can and will see this need and 
race up to it else fervent, Spirit-led evan
gelism and mission mindfulness will ebb away. 
Bible doctrines are the bed-rock of evange
lism and missions. Neither can exist in a 
healthy state without a strong emphasis at 
this point any more than a tree can remain 
alive and healthy with its roots sheared at 
its trunk.

Some say we must elect a General Secre
tary who is doctrinally in "the middle of 
the road". That is simply an old cliche 
which says we want a leader who leads by 
expediency - not by conviction of what is 
right in the sight of God according to His 
revealed will in the Bible. If we do not 
rise above such compromising attitudes in 

the election of our next General Secretary, 
the days ahead will be less and less fruit
ful for the glory of God and unity will be 
less and less in evidence in the Convention.

To say we need a man who is "in the middle 
of the road" to lead our Convention is like 
saying twilight is the safest time to drive 
on the highways. Facts discovered in tests 
prove it is the most dangerous time. It is 
neither light nor dark. It is a mixture of 
both. The Bible says, "God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all. — If we walk in 
the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship (unity) one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin (I John 1: 5, 6). We must 
have a leader who walks in the light (God's 
light which is revealed in the Bible) and 
not in the twilight if we are to have unity 
and the progress God wants to give in our 
Convention.

Dr. E.Y. Mullins, former President of 
our Southern Seminary, the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Baptist World Alliance, 
stated in his tract on "Baptists and the 
Bible",the only way to unity among Christians. 
He says,

"It may be said that the one sure and 
certain road to agreement among all Chris
tians is obedience to the New Testanrent 
teachings in all matters of doctrine, polity, 
worship, and life. To seek unity of view 
on any other basis is in effect an effort to 
uproot the fundamental principles of evange
lical Christianity, videlicet, the finality 

and authority of the Bible.Dis loyalty to the 
Bible would very soon destroy any form of 
unity otherwise established. For Baptists, 
then, it seems a hopeless undertaking to 
seek unity of view on any other principle. 
If the Bible is final and authoritative, why 
set forth plans of unity based on expediency 
or mutual concession of vital teaching? 
They can be only round-about paths to new 
issues so long as the Bible remains authori
tative and final.

"For all Christians there should be one 
authoritative source of religious truth and 
knowledge. To that source they should look 
in all matters relating to doctrine,to poli
ty, to the ordinances, to worship, and to 
Christian living.

"That source is the Bible."
Our Convention is divided because our 

leaders did not try to solve the baptism 
problem and other problems on a Bible basis. 
Facts recorded in the records of the contro
versies in the Biblical Recorder,the Baptist 
United News, and the annuals of the Conven
tion prove this statement to be true.

January 1, 1976 is the time to make a 
new start with a new General Secretary who 
will begin and continue to lead solely on a 
Bible basis in all matters of doctrine,poli
ty, worship, and life. In the meantime it is 
up to the people of our Convention to make 
sure such a man is elected General Secretary- 
Treasprer.

Dr. Julian Hopkins, Retired 
Secretary of Evangelism, N.C.BiC.

on
By: M.O. Owens Jr.

In a Bi blical Recorder report from the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the reporter 
stated, concerning the motion asking for 
clarification on the words "without any mix
ture of error" in the Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement, that "Another well known 
messenger, M.O. Owens of Gastonia, N. C. 
wanted the Convention to clarify the meaning 
of a clause in the statement. When Owens 
didn't appear for the discussion at a busi
ness session, the matter was dropped."

The normal inference from that brief re
port would be that I was not at the session 
when the matter was brought up, or that I 
was not interested enough to bother.

I had planned to introduce the motion 
earlier in the Convention but was not sure 
just what the motion by Mrs. Sappington in
volved, so delayed my motion until I was sure 
that her motion would not cover the matter 
in which I was interested. That threw me 
late in making the motion. As a result,

when the Committee on Order of Business drew 
up the agenda for business on the last day, 
my motion was No. 6 and last on the list to 
be considered at 11:15 a;m. on Thursday
morning.

Meanwhile I had received word of a death 
in my family out in Amarillo, Texas, and was 
asked to conduct the funeral. To get there 
in time, I had to leave Miami at 4:15 
Thursday afternoon. That meant leaving 
Miami Beach at least an hour and a half to 
two hours before in order to assure time to 
purchase tickets, etc.

Consequently, even before the Miscellane
ous Business session began, I approached the 
President and told him of my situation, and 
asked if he would let me present the matter 
earlier in the order. He told me he had
nothing to do with it, and that I must talk 
with Searcy Garrison, Chairman of the Order
of Business Committee. This I did, 
the usual answer, that the Committee

play no favorites. And as often happens,the 
Convention got sort of bogged down, and ran 
late. So it was nearly Twelve o'clock when 
the Miscellaneous Business was reached. The
first four matters did not really take long. 
But at 12 o'clock, the Chairman of the Com
mittee on Order of Business rose and made a 
motion that the remaining two items be car
ried over to the afternoon, and made a spec
ial order around 4:00 p.m. I then tried to 
get the floor, but someone from the floor 
moved the previous question, and of course, 
there was no further opportunity for any 
matter.

The Establishment exercises an iron hand 
through two Committees - the Committee on 
Resolutions, and the Committee on Order of 
Business. And, of course, the Parliamentar-
ian was helpful to them during this past Con
vention.

The motion I made was not of earth-shakingbut got
O^iU^ojltinued on Page Four)



REFLECTIONS ON TEE CONVENTION
The Southern Baptist Convention meeting 

in Miami Beach, Florida, and its related 
meetings, was generally good. The Convention 
never allowed itself to be stampeded into 
doing anything ridiculous. There were no 
major controversial issues to come before 
the Convention. There was a major effort 
this year to sell the Home Mission Board to 
the Southern Baptist Messengers and this was 
reflected even in the programming. This was 
done because the Home Mission Board has fall
en into the bad graces of the messengers in 
the last few years. At the Dallas Conven
tion last year, a messenger made a motion 
that the Division of Evangelism be taken 
from the Home Mission Board and made a sepa
rate commission. Of course, the Executives 
at the Home Mission Board knew that when 
the assignment of evangelizing America was 
taken from them that Southern Baptists would 
no longer support the Home Mission Board the 
way that they do and that it would become a 
very insignificant organization among :South
ern Baptists. It is because the Home Mission 
Board has the assignment of evangelizing 
and winning America to Christ that Southern 
Baptists support it so through the Annie Arm
strong Offering. It is for this reason that 
the Home Mission Board receives such a large 
block of Co-operative Program gifts. But, 
in recent years, the Division of Evangelism 
at the Home Mission Board has been relegated 
to a place of relative insignificance. This 
is what brought forth the motion in Dallas 
which was made by an Ohio Pastor.

When the motion was made in Dallas, a 
former President of the Southern Baptist Con
vention came to the platform and made a sub
stitute motion that a Committee be appointed 
which would re-study the organizational 
structure and the place of the Division of 
Evangelism at the Home Mission Board and 
pleaded with the Convention to give the Home 
Mission Board a chance to right the situation. 
The messengers went along with his plea but 
it was obvious in Dallas that if • the vote 
had been taken to separate evangelism from 
the Home Mission Board that it would have 
passed. This is the reason that there was 
such a frantic effort.

RESTRUCTURE
As a result, the Home Mission Board has 

done two things during the past year. First, 
the Home Mission Board, in response to the 
Committee’s advice, has restructured itself 
so that the Director of the Division of 
Evangelism is now the Director of a Section 
and answerable to the Executive Secretary of 
the Home Mission Board.This was not the case 
before and this is the reason that so many 
men left the position of Director of the 
Division of Evangelism so frustrated. The 
Director of this important Division could 
not even get through to the Executive Secre
tary and was not even involved in the over
all planning procedures at the Home Mission 
Board.

Secondly, the Home Mission Board has made 
an all-out effort to convince Southern Bap
tists that they are more evangelistic than we 
thought.Of course, they didn’t convince any
body but they tried. You have noticed it in 
the Home Mission Board publications. Evan
gelism has been emphasized there. They have 
tried to convince us that social actionism 
was evangelism. This was also reflected 
in the programming of the Convention. Ordi
narily, Wednesday night is given . to the 
Foreign Mission Board. This is always the 
biggest night of the convention. But this 
year this night was given to the Home Mission 
Board. Personally, this was a disappoint
ment to me and there were indications that 
it was a disappointment to many other mes
sengers. We would have preferred to have 

had Foreign Missions Night on Wednesday 
night as usual. The Home Mission Board was 
also given a lion’s share of program time 
this year. The Home Mission Board did give 
a good and impressive report. Southern 
Baptists will be watching them in the next 
few months to see whether or not they do a 
better job in the area of evangelism than 
they have done in the past. Unless Southern 
Baptists hear more from them by way of evan
gelism, I predict that the assignment of 
Evangelism will eventually be taken from 
the Home Mission Board and placed in the 
hands of a special Commission.

PASTOR'S CONFERENCE
The Pastor’s Conference which began on 

Sunday night was generally mixed. It ranged 
from a long, uninspirational lecture by Mrs. 
Norman Vincent Peale to an inspirational, 
"bell-ringing" type message from Dr. W.A. 
Criswell on the primacy of Scripture. The 
theme of the conference emphasized the 
Pastor’s call.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The election of officers at the Pastor’s 

Conference was very interesting. Dr. Adrian 
Rogers, Pastor of the great Bellevue Baptist 
Church of Memphis, Tennessee was elected 
President. He occupies the pulpit once 
occupied by the famous R.G. Lee. The inter
esting thing about Dr. Roger’s election is 
that he is a Director of the Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship of which I am a part. 
Of course, the pastors knew this because it 
was widely publicized after the Convention 
last year when he nominated our present 
President, Dr. Jaroy Weber. He was over
whelmingly elected. His connection with the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship cer
tainly did not hurt him and, I believe, 
enhanced his election. It has also been 
noted that the new Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary is housed in the Belle
vue Church where Dr. Rogers is pastor.Every
one knows that he believes in the infallibil^ 
ity and the inerrancy of the Scripture and 
he credited this with his election. This 
ought to speak volumes to Denominational 
leaders. Dr. Rogers was opposed by Russell 
Dilday who had chided Conservative men. Dr. 
James Pleitz, who was this year’s President, 
did everything in the world that he could to 
stall the election of Dr. Rogers but he was 
elected over Pleitz’s efforts. For the 
first time in my memory, Pleitz placed a 
”run-off” candidate against Dr. Rogers and 
again Dr. Rogers was chosen overwhelmingly.

CHAFFIN
One of the most significant things said 

at the Convention was by Dr. Kenneth Chaffin 
who is Chairman of the Committee on Commit
tees. Dr. Chaffin noted that in studying 
Committee appointments over the last several 
years that there had been constant repetition 
in Committee and Board assignments in cer
tain states. Dr. Chaffin noted that ”we are 
not so impoverished for leadership among 
Southern Baptists that we have to use the 
same men year after year. On all of our 
Boards and Committees an attempt is made to 
give equal representation to each State. 
North Carolina is one of the chief offenders 
and has the same men appointed to Boards 
and Committees year after year. We hope 
that Dr. Chaffin’s statement represents a 
new departure. He expressed his conviction 
that the practice of passing these committee 
and board assignments around among the same 
people in the states year after year impeach
ed the democratic process upon which our 
Convention rests.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
The high point of the Convention itself 

was the President’s address. The theme of 
the Convention was ’’Let Christ’s Freedom 
ring" and this was the theme of the Presi
dent’s Address. A replica ' of the liberty 
bell which is owned by the State of Mississ
ippi was brought to the Convention and used 
there as Dr. Weber came to the climax of 
his address on "Let Christ’s Freedom Ring", 
the men rang the liberty bell. It was a 
very moving moment because the message had 
been a very moving message. Tears flowed 
freely at that time.

CO-OPERATIVE PROGRAM
This year we celebrated the 50th Anniver

sary of the Co-operative Program which was 
established in 1925. A Torch was carried 
by runners from Memphis, Tennessee to Miami 
Beach. A Royal Ambassador from Concord, 
N.C. carried the torch on the last leg of 
the journey. No one knows what it really 
accomplished - it was only a celebration 
gimmick. The Co-operative Program is a means 
by which we fund Southern Baptist and State 
Convention organizations and institutions. 
The growth of the program has been stymied 
for the last few years with contributions 
barely meeting budget allocations. Many 
Southern Baptists are becoming disenchanted 
with the Co-operative Program because so 
many causes are receiving heavy contributions 
from it which are not really missionary in 
nature. A North Carolina example is Wake 
Forest which receives over one half million 
dollars of Co-operative Program funds each 
year but which is not missionary in any 
sense of the word. It is simply good mission 
money wasted. Another example is Baptist 
Hospital. Abortions are being performed at 
Baptist Hospital day in and day out. We 
received word in Miami that a nurse recently 
quit at Baptist Hospital because she stated 
that she could no longer stand to see little 
live, premature babies thrown into the gar
bage can still kicking and gasping for brea
th. Baptist Hospital is nothing of what it 
was in former years. Many institutions fun
ded by the Co-operative Program are simply 
bones of contention in the Convention year 
after year. They do not help our cause but 
hurt it. Strangely enough, those who are 
most disenchanted with the Co-operative Pro
gram are those who are most familiar with 
it - the pastors.

GOOD IDEA
The Co-operative Program is a good-idea 

and could be expanded to support a mission
ary outreach such as the world has never 
seen before but the excess baggage in the 
Co-operative Program must be thrown over
board or it will sink.

VONDA KAY VAN DYKE
On Wednesday night, following the Home 

Mission Board Report, Miss Vonda Kay Van 
Dyke (formerly Miss America) sang and gave 
her testimony. Many were "turned off" by 
her first song because it had such a "night 
club" sound. But, her program improved as 
she moved along. Her very moving testimony 
was so touching that one man "got happy" and 
stood to his feet shouting "Amen - Hallelu
jah". His action scared his little children 
who were with him. They had obviously never 
seen this before and they began screaming to 
the top of their voices. Of course their 
screams pierced the entire auditorium and 
people began scrambling to where the screams 
were coming from thinking that someone had 

(Continued on Page Three)



EDITORIAL CONTINUED . ..........................subject," he said, "but it can be resolved
in the local church by good, strong Bible 

fallen off the ramps or hurt themselves se- teaching by the pastor.” 
verely. Vonda Kay Van Dyke simply paused and Weber also declared that the convention 
prayed. She then continued with her testi- "needs to be redemptive” in its actions to- 
mony. wards pastors who have left the ministry be

cause of the ’’pitfalls of the pressures of
CONVENTION CITY today's society,” but added that the redemp

tive attitude should only fol low the individ- 
There were plenty of Hotel and Motel ual’s repentance.

rooms around Miami Beach but the City, as a “The problems are as old as Christianity,” 
Convention Center,has deteriorated consider- he said, "but the news media have made them 
ably since we were there seven years ago. more widely known and the pressure of today1s
Food prices were simply out of sight. Con- society has made it more difficult to avoid
vention goers could hardly order the simplest them.”
foods under $5.00 per person per meal. Ser- He said he was not referring to any "par-
vice in the Hotels was poor. Efforts were ticular” problem, but in answer to a ques-
often made to over-charge. Few of the Hotels tion indicated he included divorce.
furnished free parking. Courtesy was nil. "I’m not saying, we should make Brother 
For instance, the Hotel at which we stayed So-and-so, who is divorced, pastor of First 
attempted to charge us for parking which we Baptist Church, but we do need to have some
did not use. They adjusted it only after helping hand for him.”
protest. They also tried to charge us twice Larry Jerden
for at least one meal. Instead of being
apologetic when they were proven wrong they 
seemed to have been irritated. This was the 
same experience that was reported by many
other pastors. Also, the rates were much 
much higher this time than last. We hope 
that the Time, Place, and Preacher Committee 
will not consider Miami again until there 
are some definite commitments about room 
rates, food prices, and concrete evidence of 
improvement in service.

NEXT YEAR
The Convention next year will meet in 

Norfolk, Virginia. The Housing situation 
promises to be very bad. We are told that 
some messengers will have to travel 20 
miles one way from their hotel rooms to the 
Convention Hall. We hope that this acute 
inconvenience will not make for a bunch of 
irritated messengers.

RMT

WEBER SCORES 
CHARISMATICS

MIAMI BEACH, (BP)—Jaroy Weber of Lubbock, 
Texas, elected to a second one year term as 
President of the Southern Baptist Convention 
characterized the charismatic movement as 'di
visive: anywhere it appeared--whether in the 
local church or on the Convention floor.

Weber, pastor of Lubbock's First Baptist 
Church and President of the Nation's largest 
evangelical Protestant denomination, fielded 
repeated questions about the "tongues” move
ment during a brief news conference fol lowing 
his re-election.

In particular,the reporters asked whether 
Weber agreed with statements made by former 
SBC President W.A. Criswell of Dallas about 
the charismatic movement several weeks ago. 
Criswell branded the movement as "near here
sy.”

"I feel he (Criswell) spoke the sentiments 
of about 95 per cent of the pastors in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, including me,” 
Weber declared. "I wouldn't want to use as 
strong language about it, but my feelings 
would move in that direction.”

Weber said that "wherever we have had this 
experience,we have had a division of fellow
ship that has prevented the local church 
from accomplishing its mission of redemption 
and discipleship.”

He said he hoped it would not be brought 
before the convention in resolution form, 
because it would "destroy the spirit of fel
lowship,” but he feared it might. It had not 
been discussed at the Convention in the past, 
he felt, because messengers felt it was a 
local church matter and the convention is 
"not a creedal body but a fellowship anchored 
around world missions.”

"The charismatic movement is a disruptive

OPEN SEASON ON BFMF?
At the recent Southern Baptist Convention 

it seems that it was "open season" on the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship. Some 
misguided souls apparently got the idea 
that it was going to be popular to attack 
the Fellowship this year. The messengers 
didn't buy it.

Leading the attack was Russell Dilday, 
Pastor of Second Ponce De Leon Church of 
Atlanta, Georgia. In a reference that was 
apparently designed to rip the Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship he said, "I believe 
that we have too many groups checking on the 
orthodoxy of other groups ... I believe that 
we have too many Pharasaical creedilists 
wasting precious time in a ministry of cast
ing the moat from other people's eyes." He 
called on pastors to avoid "stupid and sense
less controversies". He stated to the pas
tors that they should "not be abrasive and 
quarrelsome,walking along with a theological 
chip on our shoulder." The paradox of his 
whole message was that, after using such 
harsh and bitter words which were obviously 
directed at conservative men, he suggested 
that the pastors refrain from "sword fight
ing with words ... which is useless, stupid, 
and unedifying..."

Of course, the Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship doesn't plead guilty to his 
charges. The Fellowship was formed to advo
cate a Theological point of view and it will 
continue to do so but many have tried to 
brand the Fellowship with the kind of nasty, 
intimidating, and cutting terminology that 
he used. But, did the pastors buy it?

Soon after Dilday unleashed his attack 
on conservative Southern Baptists, his name 
was placed in nomination to become president 
of the Pastor's Conference and he was over
whelmingly defeated for that office by Dr. 
Adrian Rogers of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis who is a director of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship and who nomina
ted Dr. Jaroy Weber our present President. 
Dr. Rogers was nominated by Dr. Charles 
Stanley, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Atlanta, Georgia who is also a Director 
of the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship 
arid both of these men are thousandaire life
time members of the organization. This 
should be proof aplenty that Baptists were 
not overwhelmed by Russell Dilday's attack. 
It is always risky business when you unleash 
viscious attacks and ugly descriptions about 
conservative men when you are talking to 
Southern Baptists. Of course, Dilday fell 
into the old trap of assigning motives to 
other people. Liberals have constantly used 
this tactic against the Fellowship and they 
have painted themselves black with it time 
and time again.

Another backhand to the Baptist Faith 
and Message was given by Grady Cothen of Nash-

FINANCES
Our Treasurer, Rev. J. Harvey Clark has 

notified us that Baptist United needs more 
financial help at this time. The Evangelism 
Conference was a tremendous conference but 
it taxed our treasury a great deal. We know 
that economic conditions are tight but if 
all the churches who are interested in our 
work will send a little,we will have aplenty 
to operate. We hope that you pastors will 
not forget this. All contributions should 
be sent directly to our Treasurer at the 
following address:

Rev. J. Harvey Clark
610 Berkshire
Statesville, N.C. 28677.

ville who is President of the Sunday School 
Board. He stated quite emotionally that he 
believed all of the Baptist Faith and Message 
but that he would never substitute it for the 
New Testament. This raises some interesting 
questions. Who is it that has ever suggested 
to Dr. Cothen that it be substituted for the
New Testament? Certainly, the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship has never sug
gested this to anyone because it would be 
diametrically opposed to our basic position 
on Scriptural authority. Maybe Dr. Cothen 
has some advisers in Nashville who have ad
vised him to substitute the Baptist Faith and 
Message for the New Testament. If he does 
have such advisers, then they need to be re
placed because this would be a very dangerous 
thing. If he doesn't have such advisers we 
wonder what prompted the statement? Has he 
fallen into the insidious habit of some of 
the North Carolina Brethren of assigning 
ridiculous motives to others with whom he 
may disagree? Has his new position begun so 
soon to sap his integrity?

Again, the question is raised as to whe
ther or not Dr. Cothen sees a conflict be
tween the Baptist Faith and Message and the 
New Testament. If he feels that the state
ment is not in complete accord with the New 
Testamentflet him say where he believes it 
differso If he believes that the Bap
tist Faith and Message is in accord with the 
New Testament and is an accurate interpre
tation of Biblical teachings,then his state
ment is redundant. It seems that Dr. Cothen 
needs to clarify himself. He needs to say 
who has suggested that it be substituted or 
who has even hinted that it be substituted.

Moreover, Dr. Cothen stated that the Sun
day School Board in its publications, would 
follow the Convention's wishes in interpre
ting the Bible. In conjunction with that he 
said, "You figure it out and tell us what 
you want, and we'll try to follow it ... if 
we can't we will resign." We would like to 
suggest that Southern Baptists have already 
"figured it out"and they have said what they 
wanted; in 1925, and again in 1963. It is 
stated in the Baptist Faith and Message. The 
Convention even passed a motion made by Dr. 
Cothen's predecessor that the agencies of 
our convention carry out their program as
signments in accord with and not contrary to 
the Baptist Faith and Message.

Dr. Cothen charged the messengers to raise 
what he called "larger issues" rather than 
"quibbling over doctrinal statements" we 
would be interested to know what larger is
sue he finds than the Bible itself which is 
our guide for faith and practice. When there 
are men in our denominational structure who 
are denying the very basic and fundamental 
truthes of the Bible, it seems that this is 
a rather large issue. BMT



FOR THE RECORD-CONTINUED ................. ..
significance, perhaps. But I felt then, and 
I still feel,that it ought to have been dis
cussed. And if the powers had wanted it 
discussed, it would have been. If one of 
the "names" in the Convention had been in 
my situation, with a funeral to attend to, 
and a time problem, there would have been 
some effort made to assist, and arrange for 
the matter to be presented, I am convinced. 
But since the matter under discussion was not 
one the "powers" wanted discussed, and since 
I am not a Convention "favorite", no help 
was given me.

Through this medium, at least, I have had 
opportunity to let the people know it was 
not a matter of indifference, or a failure 
to attend to business, on my part.

M.O. Owens Jr., Pastor 
Parkwood Baptist Church 
Gastonia, N.C.

GEORGIA CONSERVATIVES 
ORGANIZE

A group of 120 concerned pastors and lay
men from across the State of Georgia met at 
the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Atlanta on 
Monday night, June 30 and formed a State
wide organisation similar to Baptists United. 
They received an offering of $495.00 on that 
occasion to begin their work.

Rev. Bill Powell of Decatur, Georgia 
stated that the organization grew out of 
disclosures that there are a number of ex
treme liberals who have made their way into 
the Denominational structure of the Georgia 
Convention. Such organizations are beginning 
to spring up in a number of states across 
the Convention. There are also a number of 
local organizations such as the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship Committee of 
Durham. It is only one other indicator of 
the concern of Southern Baptists about some 
very liberal trends in our Denomination. 
It doesn’t matter how much intimidating jar
gon is flung at them from Convention Plat
forms. It doesn't matter how many emotional 
innuendos or insulting adjectives are used 
about Conservative Southern Baptists, they 
will not be shaken from their conservative 
moorings and such attacks as have been men
tioned elsewhere in this publication usually 
deepen their convictions and strengthen their 
determination.

ABOUT THAT 
CANCELLATION

Dan Martin’s report concerning the cance
llation of the pre-Convention Rally of the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship (Recor
der, June 21, page 19) was a very inadequate 
and incomplete report that needs to be 
clarified.

First, Mr. Martin did not indicate to 
Bill Powell that he was interviewing him for 
the purpose of reporting the interview in 
the Baptist Press which is a normal courtesy 
that is usually extended by reporters of 
integrity. The conversation appeared to Mr. 
Powell to be just a casual conversation in 
the Press Room.

Secondly, the pre-Convention meeting was 
not cancelled because of ’’lack of interest.” 
The Fellowship is growing month by month 
and it is phenomenal that such an infant or
ganization under such heavy criticism by the 
Baptist Press should have 1,200 to 1,300 
paid members. The real purpose for the can
cellation was that there were two conflicting 
meetings that involved a number of men who 
would be attending the pre-Convent ion Rally.

Thirdly, the financial status of the 
Fellowship should be clarified. For several 
months the Fellowship has met its budget and 
operated in the black. The deficit held 
over from 1974 is being reduced significantly 
every month and at the present rate will be

[Ronvism
Baptists from across the State of North Committee on Boards in 1.971 and who did he 

Carolina are beginning to get the whiff of name to the Sudnay School Board? He named 
"cronyism” both in our State Convention and himself!
the Southern Convention and they don’t like The move to bump Tom Freeman off the Exec- 
it. It seems that the same key assignments utive Committee and replace him with Gene 
are passed around among the same group of Watterson is very interesting in view of the 
people year after year and we see the same fact that Tom Freeman recently wrote a letter 
names cropping up on Committees and Boards to the Recorder urging that the controversial 
time after time. Adult Conference Center at Caraway be delayed

until we are more together on this matter.
SOMETHING OF HOW IT DEVELOPED This, of course, was very unpopular with the 

establishment. Gene Watterson, the person
In 1968 Troy Hamrick of Winston-Salem was named in place of Tom Freeman,is the one who 

on the Committee on Committees of the South- pushed for the $350 per month retirement sup- 
ern Baptist Convention and named his own piement for Dr. W. Perry Crouch.
brother, L.T. Hamrick, of Shelby*First to Of course, the matter of "cronyism" has 
the Committee on Boards. been a matter of concern to many of us for

In 1971, Tom Womble and George McCotter several years and we have called the attention 
(who is Dr. Carl Bates’ Bird Hunting Compan- of our Baptist people to it year after year, 
ion) were on the Southern Baptist Convention People have become aware and we have received 
Committee on Committees. They named several communications in recent days from 
Billy Mobley and Ernest Parker to the across the State about this matter and it is 
Committee on Boards. They, in turn, named a matter of deep concern. Some areas of the 
Mrs. Womble to the Foreign Mission Board and State have no representation at all on Sou- 
George McCotter to the Southern Baptist Con- them Baptist Convention Committees and Boards. 
vention Executive Committee. Our State’s representation is concentrated

A few years ago, J.E. Collette of Winston- mostly in Charlotte, Shelby, and Greesnboro. 
Salem was a member of the Committee on Boards What has happened to our democratic process 
and named his own wife to the Foreign Mission in the North Carolina and Southern Baptist
Board. Conventions? Why do we have the same persons

In 1974 Gene Watterson of Shelby First and cropping up on important Committee assignments 
C.C. Hope Jr. of Charlotte First were on the year after year. We have wondered if Dr.
Southern Baptist Convention Committee on Com- Kenneth Chaffin, chairman of the Committee on
mittees. They, in turn, named Gerald Goodwin‘Committees did not have in mind the situation 
a former staff member of Watterson, now of here in North Carolina when he pointed out 
Durham, and W.J. Smith,of Charlotte First to to the messengers of the Convention that we 
the Committee on Boards. Then, Gerald Good- are not so impoverished for leadership that we 
win named Gene Watterson to the Southern must use the same men year after year. It is 
Baptist Convention Executive Committee. In time for messengers to become concerned.Per
order to do this,Tom Freeman was bumped frdm haps it is time for messengers to consider 
the Southern Baptist Convention Executive making nominations from the floor in order to 
Committee having served only one year which get a little freshness into our convention 
was the unexpired term of Randall Lolley. Dr.structure. There are many able men across 
Freeman was eligible to serve a full term the State who have served faithfully through 
himself but was bumped in favor of Gene the years in their pastorates and local 
Watterson of Shelby First. This means that churches who have never been asked to serve 
four of five Executive Committee members now on any denominational board or committee, 
reside in the Piedmont area of North Carolina. It is time for us to involve more of our 
We have a situation in which the First Baptist people in the decision making processes of 
Church of Shelby and the First Baptist Church our denomination.
of Charlotte now dominate all of the impor- Just this year there are three from the 
tant Southern Baptist Convnetion Committee First Church, Shelby on Southern Baptist 
assignments for North Carolina. Convention Boards and Committees. This seems

This is further revealed in the fact that like a mite too much representation from one
Harold Causby of Shelby First served on the church. Again, this year we are seeing.the
1975 Committee on Committees and named John same names crop up on the Committees and 
Ed Davis, also of Shelby First,to the Commit-Boards that we have seen again and again year 
tee bn Bords. We have been told that .Mr. after year such as Carl Bates, Randolph Greg-
Davis has never attended a session of the ory, Perry Crouch and Claude Frazier. This
Southern Baptist Convention. is not to say that these are not capable men

To make bad matters worse, Billy Mobley but it is to say that it’s time for new 
was on the Southern Baptist Convention blood, new faces,and broader representation.

wiped out in a matter of months. The Fellow
ship is continuing to grow and it is here to 
stay.

The Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship 
never had any intention of becoming a ’’power 
bloc” in the convention. Our purpose is to 
advocate a point of view and we have as much 
right to advocate a point of view as the 
Religious Education Association, the Associ
ation of Southern Baptist Professors of Re
ligion, the WMU, the Brotherhood, or any 
other organized group in Southern Baptist 
life. Baptists are a free people in a free 
nation and they aren’t about to let a few 
Convention officials tell them who- they can 
love and who they must hate. This sub-Chris- 
tian hate-mongering and maligning by the 
Baptist Press and a few Convention officials 
certainly has not dampened the spirit of the 
Fellowship nor destroyed its influence. In 
fact, its influence continues to grow along 
with its membership month by month because 
it is standing for the right thing.
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