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INTEGRITY IN THE 
DENOMINATIONAL STRUCTURE

Editor's Note: The following is a reprint 
of an address deliveredby Dr. Cecil Sherman 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Asheville, to the Seminar on Integrity 
sponsored by the Christian Life Commission. 
The address was printed in the procedings 
of the Seminar.

While we do not agree with Dr. Sherman's 
position on the Baptismal issue, we cer
tainly believe that he has said some things 
in this address that Baptists at every 
level ought to reflect upon. We share his 
address with you here.

For a comment like this to make sense, 
and for me to be believable, you need to 
have some background information about me. 
What is my denomination history? Am I an 
outsider to Southern Baptist life?

I was born to Baptists, Texas Baptists. 
My father is a Baptist deacon; my mother 
has been the director of a Sunday School 
department for nearly fifty years. I went 
to Royal Ambassadors and learned that 
Baptists had an organization. The names 
and addresses of Boards and agencies were 
memorized. I went to a Baptist college 
and from there chose a traditional, conser
vative and supportive Southern Baptist 
Seminary. My background is to believe in 
and contribute to the denomination. I have 
some questions about the integrity of our 
organizational life, but the questions did 
not come from childhood or education. I 
began in innocence and full of confidence 
in our Baptist Zion.

I. Is There a Question About Denominational 
Integri ty?

Along the way I have had some experiences 
with our denomination that have damaged my 
innocence.. Let me review just a few of 
these incidents:

1. I heard a leader of Southern Baptists 
declare that a meeting existed for the pur
pose of planning programs for the seven
ties. All who attended the meeting would 
participate in the planning process. I 
later learned that programs had already 
been planned for the seventies; the meeting 
we were attending was for the purpose of 
pushing these programs.

2. I chaired a committee for North Car
olina Baptists. Our purpose was to examine 
one of the state's institutions. I was led 
to believe that the institution was poor, 
about to go under. Careful examination re
vealed that the place was rich, was charg
ing more than was really necessary. I 
wanted to tell this information to North 
Carolina Baptists. I found that overchar
ging was not so bad; telling was the sin.

3. I watched a subcommittee of the 
Executive Committee work over the budget of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. I was 
amazed at the amounts of money involved and 
the inability of most of the people on the 
subcommittee to raise substantive questions. 
In Raleigh in July of 1974 I went to plead 
a cause to the budget planners of our state

convention. There were but four voting 
members at the meeting. In my estimate, 
only one of the four was a person of real 
strength. I was not reassured by what I 
saw at either of these budget planning 
meetings. It appeared to me that only a 
few people were really in the planning pro
cess.

4. The Committee of Fifteen brought their 
report to the Executive Committee. Criticism 
was made of one of our strong agencies. A 
leader of that agency rebutted, bullied and 
badgered. The Committee of Fifteen gave 
way. God-talk was an important part of the 
badgering. "God's will," or "I've prayed 
about this," or "I know your hearts"...this 
was the language of debate. I watched that 
person get his way, but he said his way was 
"God's way". I wondered.

5. The uses of money by our denomina^- 
tion raises questions in my mind. Sometimes 
I have thought that I could do more to feed 
the hungry if I gave to Care rather than to 
our own Foreign Mission Board. I have often 
wondered just what some of our colleges do 
to justify the use of tithe money. And 
then I am small enough to say out loud that 
I question the salaries of some of our de-
nominational employees. I question the 
salaries becuase I know what the parties 
make, not because I do not know.

These are but a few of the incidents 
that have robbed me of my innocence and re
placed my confidence with some questions.

II. So What, If One Pastor Has Questions?
The Southern Baptist Denominational 

structure is large and very strong. What 
difference does it make if a fellow here or 
there has a question? I think it makes a 
lot of difference, and here is why:

1. I'm not alone. This does not need a 
lot of elaboration. Move through the halls 
of this hotel after this meeting and the 
truth of my contention will be confirmed.

2. The denomination needs me. A pastor 
is the link between the laity and the de
nomination. I can sympathetically inter
pret the denomination to the laity, or I 
can give a critical interpretation. What 
I do has everything to do with how much 
money our church gives. Denominations run 
on money, and the money comes from the 
laity, and pastors are in touch with the 
laity. It is as simple as that.

3. The denomination ought to be con
cerned about my questions about the de
nomination's integrity. The only thing 
that holds Southern Baptists together is 
the confidence we have in our system. Other 
denominations have fallen apart right before 
our eyes. The distance between leadership 
and laity becomes too great. The leaders 
turned around to see that they had no fol
lowers. The followers made other leaders. 
I care about my credibility at my church. 
I know our denomination cares about her 
credibility. She must if she has any sur
vival instinct at all.

Ml- 3.1 M

III. What Would Refresh a Pastor's Confi
dence In Our Denomination?

1. Quit the arrogance of secrecy. Tell 
me in plain language what your plans are, 
where your fears are, and when you fail. 
Take me into your confidence; I think I am 
smart enough to understand your problems. A 
leader of one of our major boards told his 
employees not to discuss a certain issue 
with ordinary Baptists. That leader said 
we could not understand. I wonder where 
our leader got such superior insight that he 
could handle the issue, but we could not. 
Let our press report our meetings.

2. Use God-talk sparingly. Our conven
tion has a political quality about it. If 
the money goes for Home Missions, that 
money cannot also be used for Foreign Mis
sions. Who decides how the division shall 
be made? Does anyone care to say that he 
has a straight line to the Lord? God-talk 
is too often a cheap way to sway a mass. 
In fact, you get your way by declaring that 
your way is God’s way. This is close to 
blasphemy.

3. Admit prosperity. The president of 
one of our seminaries received his insti
tution's share of the overage of the Co-
operative Program last November. To my 
surprise this man said that-he did not know 
what he would do with the money. His school 
was in good shape and had no real need. I 
wished that our church had our share of his 
overage back. We have plenty of good places 
to use that money. But the poverty-talk 
goes on.

The truth is this: our denomination is 
embarrassingly prosperous. More integrity 
problems will come of this prosperity if 
we do not give and give and give away this 
wealth.

And one last word about money. Tell me 
what you make and all the fringe benefits 
that you make. I tell my church exactly 
what they are paying me; if I do not, soon
er or later they will doubt me. Cat-and- 
mouse, cloak-and-dagger, and hide-and-seek: 
this is what full disclosure of salaries 
gets from our denomination. My church pays 
eventually. My church people have a right 
to know.

4. Put Bible norms on our mission pro
jects. It seems to me that some of our 
mission money is spent on causes that have 
no Biblical base. Are the causes we fund 
subject to review, or must we just fund 
them until we die? Can we bend to pick up 
new causes? Can we drop some causes and 
institutuions that no longer primarily serve 
mission ends? I think our denomination 
spends a lot of tithe money on simply good 
causes rather than on mission causes. My 
taxes support good causes. My tithes sup
port good causes.My tithes support Christ's 
work. Stop stretching the language. 
Use Bible definitions to define missionary 
causes, and you will get more confidence, 
and money from me.
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North Carolina Baptists are in the throes 

of finding a man who will be their leader 
for the next few years. The Committee of 
23 charged with the task of recommending 
such a man, informs us that they have con
sidered some fifty individuals. The Chair
man of the Committee, in an interview, 
told a reporter that they were seeking a 
first-class "administrator".

It is true, of course, that the sprawl
ing North Carolina Baptist State Convention 
is a good-sized "business". There are many 
employees, and various institutions and ac
tivities. A good administrator is needed; 
but surely more than administration should 
be considered.

Most institutions and movements are but 
the lengthened shadows of some individual. 
What shapes these institut ions and movements 
is not administrative ability alone. It is 
the kind of person at the head whose ideas 
and personality shape the institution or 
movement.

North Carolina Baptists are not primari
ly a business. If we have any reason for 
being, it is because we are a part of the 
Kingdom of God. The man who heads up our 
Convention as the Executive-Secretary should 
be first of all a man who does his best to 
follow the instructions of the Master: 
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness..." (Matthew 6: 33).

Obviously, the man who is chosen will 
never be acceptable to every person in the 
Convention in the full sense. We are too 
divided. And the points of division are 
too important to be glossed over. There is 
no way that the more "liberal" brethren can 
be satisfied with a man who is completely 
acceptable, doctrinally, to the "conserva
tives". Consequently, the temptation is 
to try to find a man who can be all things 
to all men, and one who is so inoffensive 
that he bothers nobody. Unfortunately,such 
a person is never really palatable to any
body.

For nearly a generation, North Carolina 
Baptists have been shaken by one "crisis" 
after another- the moving of Wake Forest, 
the Hospital - Federal funds issue, the 
dancing issue, the "Rocky Mount" case, and 
the "baptismal amendment" issue, as well 
as others. And there will be others, if 
we are alive and moving. Crises will stop 
only when we are dead. The next Executive- 
Secretary, whoever he is, need not expect 
that the going will be smooth and without 
argument.

It seems apparent that the kind of man 
we need is a man who understands Baptists, 
who can love all kinds of Baptists, and who 
is not afraid to stand for his own convic
tions. He will never find all Baptists 
agreeing with him. They will, however, re
spect him if he has a reason for his posi
tion, is willing to argue it cogently, and 
is Christian in his attitude.

We also need a man who recognizes that
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most of the Baptist churches in the state, 
and most of the pastors are in rural areas. 
We are sti 11 a predominantly rural state in 
many respects. The greater portion of 
the churches are small, rural, or village 
churches.Their pastors, in many instances, 
live on small salaries or else work in 
public work to be able to continue to serve 
as pastor. These churches generally have 
no staff other than the pastor.And so many 
of these feel no closeness to the Conven
tion. They are fiercely independent of 
their own operations. They want no one 
telling them what they "ought" to do, much 
less what they "must" do. Thus the leader 
of Baptists ought to be a man who can re
late to these pastors and churches. While 
it may be true that they presently do not 
contribute great sums to the Cooperative 
Program, still they are part of the King
dom. And the leader of Baptists ought to 
be interested in far more than just increas
ing the funds with which he can carry on a 
program. He ought to be interested in 
people, and the development of churches. 
He ought to be interested in the pastor of 
the small church and his problems.

Dr. James L. Sullivan has recently 
written that "Doctrines shape our destiny." 
How strange that as a Convention, North 
Carolina Baptists have tried so hard to 
say that doctrines do not matter. THEY 
DO MATTER! And they matter greatly. For 
whatever Baptists are, it is because of 
what they believe. The doctrine of "bap
tism" is a point. To say that, as a Con
vention, it does not matter to us what a 
church does is stupid. Any dolt recogni
zes that the Convention cannot tell a church 
what it must do. But by the same princi
ple of autonomy, no church ought to be 
able to tell the Convention what it can’t 
do. And the leader of Baptists ought to be 
a man who knows what he believes and who 
"speaking the truth in love" stands forth
rightly for his beliefs. And he ought to 
be one who can lead the denomination along 
the plain, true teachings of the Bible. If 
it is according to the Bible then he can 
say with Martin Luther, "Here I stand."

The man IS important. But even before 
the decision as to "Who" shall be chosen, 
we ought to be preeminently concerned with 
"what kind" of man is chosen. For surely 
somewhere in all this, our size notwith
standing, and administration considered, 
we ought to be seeking out the man whom God 
would have in this tremendously important 
place. For either this is part of "the 
Kingdom of God," or we ought to shut up 
shop.

M.O. Owens Jr.
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PRIVETTE FOR GOVERNOR?
On Wednesday, August 20, the Greensboro 

Daily Record carried an article by Harvey 
Harris stating that Rev. Coy Privette of 
the North Kannapolis Baptist Church is con
sidering the matter of running for Governor 
of North Carolina. There has been a great 
deal of speculation during the last few 
months that Rev. Privette may run for some 
top office in the state of North Carolina 
but his conversation with Harvey Harris is 
the closest that he has ever come to announ
cing any intention.

Rev. Privette led the dry forces of North 
Carolina in the overwhelming defeat of 
Liquor-By-The-Drink in 1973. He is well 
known across that state and considered to be 
potentially a strong candidate for the Re
publican ticket. When Mr. Privette was 
approached about it earlier he had stated 
that he would consider the Governorship a 
demotion from the Pastorate. His latest 
conversation with Harris may indicate a 
slight shift from that position as he has 
been a long time advocate of Christian in
volvement in Government.

Harris also stated that Coy Privette is 
a name that is being prominently mentioned 
to succeed Dr. Crouch as General-Secretary 
Treasurer but it is our understanding that 
he has withdrawn his name from consideration 
by the Search Committee which means that he 
would have to be nominated from the floor. 
Of course, if he is a candidate for 
Governor he would not likely allow his name 
to be placed in nomination for General- 
Secretary Treasurer. It is expected that 
he will likely make a definite announcement 
as to whether or not he will run for Gover
nor before the Convention meets in November.

RMT

CORRECTION
The last issue of Baptist United News 

carried an article on "Cronyism"in our Con
vention. In that article we stated that 
Billy Mobley, while serving on the Commit
tee on Boards of the Southern Baptist Con
vention in 1971,named himself to the Sunday 
School Board. Mr. Mobley stated to this 
editor that he did not name himself and 
further investigation proves that this is 
the way things happened:

The North Carolina members on the Com
mittee on Boards which was named in 1971 
were Billy Mobley of Ahoskie and Ernest 
Parker of Clemmons (near Winston-Salem).

This -Committee named Troy Hamrick of 
Winston-Salem as the Representative on the 
Sunday School Board.

In 1972, the North Carolina Representa
tives on the Committee on Boards were James 
E. Langford of Canton and J.E. Collett of 
Winston-Salem. This Committee, in turn, 
named Billy Mobley as the North Carolina 
Representative on the Sunday School Board. 
So, Billy Mobley was named to the Committee 
on Boards in 1971 and to the Sunday School 
Baord in 1973. We are sorry for the error 
in our last edition and we apologize to Mr. 
Mobley for making this error. It is our 
purpose to be factual and truthful. If we 
ever fail in this, it is by accident and not 
by design. We realize that accuracy is of 
the utmost importance when we are dealing 
with controversial material.

This does not significantly change,how
ever, the picture of ’’Cronyism” that is 
emerging in North Carolina and in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. It is some
thing that all of us need to be concerned 
about. It is time to quit passing the 
committee and board assignments around a- 
mong the same people year after year. It 
is time to involve a broader spectrum of 
our own people. RMT



EOITORIAIS ...BY ROBERT M. TENERY
Rumors are flying hot and heavy about 

the election of our next General Secretary- 
Treasurer. One has to do a lot of sifting 
and filtering to get the facts. If we un
derstand any of the facts a few of them 
seem to be emerging.

First, the Search Committee's primary 
nominee has withdrawn his name from consi
deration. According to Harvey Harris of 
the Greensboro Daily News, he withdrew af
ter "learning that a group of conservatives 
led by the Rev. M.O. Owens of Gastonia is 
expected to make Baptism by immersion a 
major issue in choosing an Executive Secre
tary for the Baptists." To be sure, if he 
were not clear in his stance on baptism he 
would not be acceptable to the conservative 
Baptists of North Carolina and we believe 
that includes a majority of those 
messengers who will be attending the Ashe
ville Convention.

Moreover, Dr. Harold Bennett was a mem
ber of Dr. Crouch's church and was ordained 
under Dr. Crouch's ministry in 
Asheville. Many view him as the person
al pick of Dr. Crouch and this smacked too 
much of self-perpetuity. We believe that 
we are seeing signs that Baptists across 
North Carolina have had quite enough of 
this.

Secondly, it appears that some of the 
Search Committee are not quite so anxious 
any more to throw out the suggestions of 
the conservative men. In the beginning, 
the Search Committee quickly threw out any 
suggestion coming from the conservative 
wing of our convention but the cold hard 
fact of a nomination and election from the 
floor has slowly dawned on a number of the 
Committee Members. At least some members 
of the committee are beginning to realize 
that if they do not bring a man who is 
acceptable to conservative Baptists in 
North Carolina, that their total effort may 
be lost. On August 19 the Greensboro Daily 
News stated that the Committee had found a 
nominee and was "planning strategy for 
getting him elected in November." The 
planning of strategy bothers us. If the 
Committee had found a man acceptable to 
the great majority of North Carolina Bap
tists, why did they need a "strategy". We 
hope that the Committee will get its ear 
to the ground and come up with a sound 
candidate who is committed to historic, 
Biblical doctrines that are held by Bap
tists - especially those concerning New 
Testament baptism. Some good men have 
been suggested but their names were quick
ly tossed aside when it was learned that 
they would be acceptable to the conservative 
men in North Carolina.

Third,there seems to be strong sentiment 
against an out of state man and this is un
fortunate. The Kingdom of God encompasses more 
than North Carolina.lt would be spiritually 
arrogant to think otherwise. In fact, 
there are men in other states who are 
natives of North Carolina who could fill 
the office very capably. We hope that the 
Committee will not be so narrow and arro
gant as to consider only men from North 
Carolina. We hardly believe that the Holy 
Spirit has confined his efforts to this 
state irregardless of how much we may love 
this state. Narrow provincialism could 
put the committee into a "tail-spin" quick
er than anything in the world.

Fourth, it begins to appear that Dr. 
Carl Bates may well be a candidate one way 
or the other. If he is not the selection 
of the Search Committee there is strong 
rumor afoot that he will be nominated from 
the floor. His efforts to defeat the 
baptismal amendment in the Mecklenburg As
sociation and later in the State Conven
tion have probably made him the most unac

ceptable candidate to conservative Bap
tists. The Mecklenburg Association pas
sed an amendment over his objections but 
he was instrumental in keeping the bap
tismal amendment at the State Convention 
from gaining the two-thirds majority that 
it needed for passage.

Fifth, there seems to be
a bothersome effort on the part of the 
Search Committee to pledge all of its 
members to strict secrecy. We are always 
skeptical of secrecy. We can under
stand some need for secrecy in Government 
where the security of the nation is invol
ved but we fail to see any place for 
secrecy in the Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina. It is very difficult, 
even for professional news reporters, to 
get any information as to what goes on in 
the Committee. Secrecy is apparently becom
ing astrategy of the Committee and we hope 
that the majority of Committee members will 
become alert to the destructiveness of sec
recy before it does its disastrous work. 
Secrecy may well cause Baptists to wonder 
about the credibility of the Committee and 
there has been too much of it already. We 
challenge the Committee to be open and above 
board about its deliberations. Baptists 
should be well informed as to the Committee? s 
intention well before Convention time arrives 
and if the Committee has come up with an 
acceptable candidate, there will be no 
problem. We would like to assure the com
mittee that all the secrecy in the world is 
not going to catch the conservative men in 
the State off guard and it will not aid the 
committee in pushing through a candidate 
that is unacceptable to a large block of 
our people.

FOR THE RECORD
The Greensboro Daily News listed the name 

of "L..N. Tenery of Morganton" among those 
who would be acceptable to the conservatives 
as a "nominee". L.M. Tenery is my Father 
who has been retired from the active minis
try for six years and is over 70 years of 
age. Moreover, he doesn't live in Morgan
ton so the reference was apparently to this 
writer. Just for the record I would like 
to state that I am not a candidate. I am 
not the slightest interested in the job. I 
would not allow my name to be presented 
under any circumstances. I feel that the 
position is a demotion from the pastorate 

We have heard some rumor that the liberal 
element on the Committee will try to develop 
a strategy to divide the conservative vote. 
Perhaps it is time now to assure the breth
ren that the conservative vote will not be 
divided - that we will be in Asheville in 
strength - and that we will stand together. 
Moreover,the committee's imposing of strict 
secrecy - on its members makes 
it appear too much as though they want to 
"spring" something on us. The Search Com
mittee should be made fully aware that the 
Conservative men in the convention will 
not be caught napping. We repeat that we 
will be at the Convention in strength and 
we will stand together. Nothing will be 
"sprung" on us.

TIRED JARGON
Some of the same old tired liberal jar

gon that we have heard for years is flowing 
from the committee. There has been com
plaint of "pressure". There have been 
other rumblings of "threats". This kind of 
mentality has apparently come about because 
some members of the committee seem to have 
the strange idea that their own will is the 
only thing that is important and that the 
will of anyone else doesn't count. Some of 
them have also tried to identify God's 

will with their will. The committee needs 
to be advised that the selection of the 
General Secretary Treasurer is a matter 
that involves all of the people of the 
Baptist State Convention in North Carolina. 
The Committee issued an open call for sug
gestions and when they got them some of the 
liberal committeemen started interpreting 
those suggestions as "threats".At this time 
the committee should be thoroughly advised 
that it is going to be an open convention 
in Asheville. Nothing is going to be "cut 
and dried" there.

FAIRNESS
We predict that the messengers to Ashe

ville are going to demand fairness. In the 
past, some liberal causes have been rammed 
through the convention through parlimentary 
chicanery. We hope that our president 
doesn't have anything like this in mind. 
If it is attempted in Asheville we predict 
that the president will have a bunch of 
angry messengers on hand. Since the Pres-- 
ident of the Convention is a Member of the 
Search Committee, it is even more impor
tant than ever that he be completely im
partial and fair in presiding over the 
election of our next General Secretary- 
Treasurer. We think that it would have 
been proper for the President of the Con
vention to decline service on the Search 
Committee since it is a critical issue a- 
mong North Carolina Baptists. Since he did 
not, let’s have no "bending of the rules".

ETHECS
We hope the program personalities in 

Asheville will be more ethical than some 
have been in the past considering the fact 
that such an important matter is coming be
fore the Convention. There have been times 
in the past when the President and other 
platform personalities used a kind of sick 
humor that bordered on bawdy slapstick 
against the baptismal amendment. When such 
an important matter is coming before the 
convention, it is improper for any program 
personality to make remarks about it one 
way or the other. We hope that the Presi
dent and the Parlimentarian, in all fair
ness, will see that this doesn't happen. 
It has happened too often in the past. 
We all should go to Asheville and do the 
Christian thing but everyone concerned 
should be made fully aware that conservatives 
across the state are not going to Asheville 
with the idea that it is unchristian to 
disagree with the Search Committee. The 
Search Committee is not infallible. If the 
Committee seeks to serve the best interests 
of the North Carolina Convention and the 
Kingdom of God then they will bring a 
candidate that is acceptable. If they seek 
simply to servfe their own interests,we pre
dict that their cause will be lost.

U.S. MORALITY
A U.S. moral standard that was already 

rocking on its heels was dealt another 
blow from the White House recently when 
Mrs. Betty Ford indicated that she would 
not be surprised or shocked if she learned 
that her daughter was having a "meaningful" 
affair (whatever that is). She also took 
a very light view of the use of such drugs 
as marijuana.

The American people have the right to ex
pect a great deal more than this from the 
first lady in the White House.A news source 
quoted the President as saying that he fear
ed the loss of 10 million votes when he 
first heard it and when he read it in the

(Continued’on Page Tour)
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U.S. MORALITY CONTINUED
paper the next morning he upped it to 20 
million. While he said it in a light vein 
there may be! more fact than fancy there. 
There seems to be a growing number of Amer
icans who are not so sure that the trading 
of the Nixons for the Fords at the White 
House was as good a trade as they thought 
at first.

We believe that Americans must take more 
seriously their responsibility as they go 
to the polls than they have ever taken be
fore if we are to check the moral decay 
that is taking place in America. It has 
been considered,traditionally,about the most 
dangerous thing that a pastor could do to 
make any comment whatsoever about the con
duct of a political figure no matter how 
corrupt he may be. There was always the 
charge of "politics" to be'hurled at him 
and this writer along with other pastors 
has been guilty in the past of "playing it 
quiet" in the face of obvious political 
corruption. Throughout the history of 
Israel, it was men of God such as Nathan 
who confronted David and Elijah who confron
ted Ahab that kept the Nation from complete 
moral and spiritual bankruptcy.

America needs prophets of God all across 
the land as fearless as Nathan, Amos, 
Jeremiah, Elijah, Elisha, and Isaiah. In 
fact, there is no Biblical example about 
silence on political corruption. We often 
hear preachers say "I am just going to 
preach the Gospel and leave politics up to 
others". I can’t imagine the Apostle Paul, 
who was forever in trouble with the author
ities because of his convictions, being 
silent in the face of Watergate or any 
other political scandal. We can’t imagine 
John the Baptist* who was beheaded because 
of his open stand against Herod’s immoral
ity, being silent in the face of Betty 
Ford’s pronouncement on premarital sex and 
drugs. Our Lord was certainly not silent 
in the face of Israel’s political corrup
tion and we should not be either. Chris
tians, more than ever before, must let our 
action at the Ballot Box be influenced by 
the moral, and spiritual qualities of those 
who are on the ticket. This is a message 
that Christians all across America must 
send to Washington right now.

RMT

PASTORS CONFERENCE
We wondered how long it would take 

Baptist officialdom to react to the election 
of Dr. Adrian Rogers as President of the 
Southern Baptist Pastor’s Conference. Dr. 
Rogers is a conservative and Pastor of the 
great Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, 
Tennessee where Dr. R.G. Lee was Pastor for 
so many years. He is also a Director of 
the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship. 
The reaction is coming now. Editor John 
Jeter Hurt of the Baptist Standard of Texas 
has advocated that the Pastor’s Conference 
be abolished and that the inspriational 
messages be included as a part of the Con
vention Program. He quoted Dr. Duke McCall 
in referring to the Pastor’s Conference as 
a ’’Presidential Primary” for the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Regardless of the 
’’reasons” given it is hard to believe that 
these attacks on the Southern Baptist Pas
tor’s Conference are anything more than ex
pressions of disapproval over the election 
of Dr. Adrian Rogers. It would have been 
unthinkable a few years ago that Convention 
Officials would protest the election of a 
man with convictions like Adrian Rogers but 
today it is happening. He is a great 
preacher. He is a successful pastor who 
has led the great Bellevue Baptist Church 
to new heights of achievement. The church 
is winning people to Christ. The attendance 
is breaking records. People are being 
grounded in the faith. It would certainly 
seem that we need men of Dr. Rogers’ caliber 
to ieddus. RMT

THE DEATH PENALTY PETITION
For some time, we have adovcated that 

the North Carolina Baptist Convention as 
well as the Southern Baptist Convention 
should be more careful and particular about 
passing resolutions. There are many times 
when we have the feeling that resolutions 
are harmless and that they do no good. 
We pass them in order to get some "Crusader" 
off the platform so that the business of 
the Convention could go on. Of course,some 
resolutions are proper because they express 
the Christian courtesies that that Conven
tion ought to express. Beyond that, how
ever, we doubt their value.

There has been a bothersome trend in 
recent years for certain people within the 
Convention and, even Convention officialdom 
to perpetrate action on the basis of a re
solution. We can't help but question the 
propriety of this. One glaring example is 
a recent letter from the Christian Life 
Council and the Department of Co-operative 
Ministries with the General Baptists which, 
in effect, calls upon Baptists in general 
to oppose the Death Penalty. The first 
paragraph of that letter indicates that 
this action is perpetrated on the basis of 
a 1974 resolution offered by Steve Barbee 
of Fayetteville. The resolution which 
passed was, without doubt, opposed to the 
death penalty. But, a resolution hardly 
authorizes the instigation of any action by 
Convention officials. The cover letter to 
which we refer had enclosed with it a 
petition to Governor James Holshouser call
ing for an end to the death penalty. The 
letter also contained a pamphlet published 
by the Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention which is supposed' 
to be an objective examination of capital 
punishment but, in fact, strongly opposes 
capital punishment.

There is a certain contradiction in the 
mailing. The third paragraph of the joint 
letter from Mr. Charles Petty and Mr. 
Corbin Cooper says, "Whether Baptists say 
"yes" or"no" on this issue, it is important 
that we speak." Yet, there was only one 
opportunity given for Baptists to speak on 
this issue. The petittion only provides for 
Baptists to say "no" to capital punishment 
and there was no space provided on the 
petition for those who wanted to say "yes" 
to capital punishment.

If the Convention had passed a motion 
authorizing such action from Baptist Offi
cials it would be one thing. To act on the 
basis of a resolution passed is quite a- 
nother. Maybe it is important that North 
Carolina Baptists say "yes" or "no" on this 
issue but if this is important, why did not 
the petition provide opportunity for North 
Carolina Baptists to say either "yes" or 
"no". Obviously, the petition was drafted 
in such a way as to favor the abolition of 
the death penalty.

It seems that everyone these days wants 
to hitch his wagon to a noble cause. The 
drafters of the petition calling for the 
abolition of the death penalty saw it as 
"an appropriate part of the celebration of 
our forebears1 attempt to free this nation 
from injustices 200 years ago." No one 
was more unbending in their application of 
the death penalty for capital crimes than 
the early colonialists and we hardly see 
how anyone can plead their sentiment in 
support of the abolition of the death penal
ty in 1975 with any degree of intellectual 
honesty.

We suggest to Mr. Petty and Mr. Cooper 
that, if it is so important for Baptists 
to say "yes" or "no" on this issue then 
provide them opportunity on another petition 
to say "yes" or "no". The present petition 
affords only the opportunity to say "no1.'. 
Moreover, we think that it would be much 
wiser to abstain from such actions on the 
basis of a resolution and wait for the Con

vention to pass a motion authorizing such 
action if it sees fit to do so. This is a 
subject about which there is much controver
sy. Some very devout Christians see the 
death penalty as a necessary deterrent to 
crime. Some conclusions that are inherent 
in the pamphlet,the letter and the petition 
are not necessarily so and the legislators in 
Raleigh are certainly smart enough to see 
through phony conclusions. With vicious 
and indiscriminate killings taking place as 
they are today in North Carolina,and indeed, 
across America; we don't believe many 
legislators are going to be very much in 
favor' of abolishing the death penalty. 
There has been publicity aplenty about it 
in the secular press. Why not leave it up 
to individuals to express themselves to 
their legislators.- We fail to see how such 
a petition could be very effective with law 
makers anyway because it smacks so much of 
an organized effort;which it is. Lawmakers 
don't respond very well to an organized 
effort or organizational pressures but they 
do understand quite clearly when voters 
express themselves in a personal way.

RMT

THOUGHTS ON ELECTION 
OF GENERAL SECRETARY

By: Dr. Julian Hopkins
The election of a General Secretary- 

Treasurer to lead our Convention is so im
portant that I feel compelled to share four 
thoughts with the Baptists across the State.

1. Anyone who fought for or against the 
Baptism Amendment should not be nominated. 
None of these could divest himself of the 
image he has created by this action which 
has rendered him devisive in the Convention 
at this time. This is simply a statement 
of fact and is not a reflection on anybody.

2. The Baptism Amendment per se should 
not be an issue in the election. I fought 
for the Amendment because I believed and 
still believe it would have served a good 
purpose. But it was defeated three times 
and should not be resurrected at this time. 
Neither can I foresee a time in the immedi
ate future when it should be voted on again. 
But if one who fought for or against the 
amendment is nominated, then it automatic
ally becomes an issue.

3* If more than one is nominated those 
nominated from the floor he should be given 
the same respect and considerat ion as the one 
nominated by the Search Committee. Other
wise, we will have a closed (not a free) 
Convention.

4. The man elected should be one who 
sees the need for an emphasis in the Con
vention’s entire program to enlighten our 
people concerning the complete trustworthi
ness and authoritativeness of the Bible as 
the infallible Word of God. I mean by in
fallible, if its words are taken at their 
clear, face-value meaning, it will never 
lead anyone astray from the truth of the 
Gospel. All of us need a fuller knowledge 
of what the Gospel is including the ordi
nances of the church. We also need to be 
more completely committed to the continuous 
proclamations of all of the Gospel to all 
the people.

Dr. Julian Hopkins
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