
BZaP'u’DS'u’S
A RONALD TONES 
127 NINTH AVE 
NASHVILLE TENN casd/g JUN. eig^

USPS 933 949 PUBLISHED BIM BY BAPTISTS UNITED FOR SPIRITUAL
VOLUME VII May 30, 1979

REVIVAL, MORGANTON, N.C. 28 65 5
Number "2

A REPLY TO RICHARD McRRIRE
BY: REV. M.O. OWENS JR.

On February 14, Brother Richard McBride, 
Baptist Chaplain at Wake Forest University, 
released an Open Letter directed to me. in 
it, Mr. McBride sought to defend Wake Forest 
and to defuse anything that I had written 
in my article ‘'Let’s Release Wake Forest”.

I appreciate his loyalty to the School. 
That is to be expected from one who obvious
ly loves the institution. Anything less 
would have been surprising

I am grateful for the ministry of Richard 
McBride,and anyone else who truly loves the 
Lord Jesus, and who stands proudly in the 
Baptist ranks. It is quite understandable 
that he could be stung by some of the state
ments! made. And if I have been unfair to 
him or the school, or to any other true 
Baptist, I quickly apologize and ask for
giveness .

Mr. McBride starts out by acknowledging 
that some of what I have pointedout is true. 
And he courageously takes his share of any 
blame, though I seriously doubt that ,he is 
responsible for much of the situation there.

In the third paragraph he questions whe
ther any percentage of "preministerial” 
students is a fair guage of whether Wake 
Forest is producing ”ministers". Semantics 
come into play, apparently. Any right 
minded person acknowledges that every Chris
tian ought to be a “minister” in some sense. 
But as long as we have the type of church 
organization which currently exists, there 
does seem to be some relationship between 
the vitality of Christianity on campus and 
the number of students publicly acknowleg- 
ing that they intend to be involved in some 
vocational aspect of Christianity.

In that same paragraph he also questions 
the “rightness” of using a percentage based 
on the total enrol 1ment. Perhaps not, but 
it was this same basis on which the per
centages of other schools, including Baylor 
University, were calcualted. The compari
son remains. The source of information as 
to student numbers was the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual. I had no way of breaking 
down the various categories, other than 
their breakdown which showed the number of 
students with a planned vocation indicating 
some aspect of church ministry.

Mr. McBride then upbraids me for state

ments made about the work of professors in 
destroying the faith of students. He says, 
"I must categorically reject your assertion 
that our faculty members 'deliberately and 
delightedly' destroy faith... I cannot name 
a single faculty member (can you?) who fits 
this characterization.” And my answer is, 
"Yes, I can name names.” One of the prob
lems for Mr. McBride and others on campus 
is that they are too close to the scene to 
see the results. Those of us who are pas
tors can see the damage done because we see 
our young people return to us with diamet
rically differing attitudes and viewpoints.

When Mr. McBride asks the question, 
“What sort of faith can be 'demolished' by 
another person or institution?", he reveals 
a naivety regarding faith, and indicates a 
forgetfulness concerning the fact that 
much of the New Testament deals with this 
very matter (Cf. Gal. It 6-9; 3: 1-5; Eph. 
4: 14; Phil. 3: 2, 18-19; Col. 1: 4, 8; 
I Tim. 1: 3~7, 18-20; 4: 1-3; 6:3-5, 20; et 
al). I clearly stated my awareness that 
teachers have the responsibi1ity of "plowing 
up" the minds of their students. But for 
any professor to base his destruction of a 
so-called “gullible" faith on his neo-ortho- 
dox concepts, and claim that he has to de
stroy. a "provincial" and "unintelligent" 
faith so he can help build a more Modern 
one is indeed "damnable". The bankruptcy 
of the “liberal" theology has been evident 
for a long time. How pitiful that the “ivory 
tower" syndrome blinds its occupants to 
reality. Faith that is purely "mental" or 
philosophical is no faith at all.

Mr. McBride says, "...Biblical faith is 
not so much a matter of certain language as 
it is our fundamental allegiance. To whom 
and to what are we committed?" And that is 
exactly my point. In the Christian faith 
there can be only one allegiance, and that 
is to the Lord Jesus Christ. One cannot 
improve on Paul's words, "For I determined 
to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified" (I Cor. 1:2; cf. Gal. 
6: 14). No amount of semantics can erase 
the fact that the deeper one's faith in 
Christ, the simpler it is. The question, 
"To whom and to what are we committed?" is 
crucial. All teaching at a Christian in

stitution (even if only in name)is weighed 
in the balances of whether In the end it 
can help the student to say with Thomas, in 
awe and total submission, "My Lord and my 
God". In the Tight of God's judgment on 
this world, here and hereafter,present and 
apocalyptic, what else can truly matter?

The paragraph dealing with false gods 
and the idolatry of secularismmay certainly 
be true, but that is not the real issue. 
What difference does it make what names the 
gods and idols take? I am well aware of 
the inroads of secularism everywhere, which 
is all the more reason for an institution 
that avows its devotion to truth to eschew 
any temptation to be satisfied with the 
"fool's gold” of current philosophies.

I admit that my proposal for the separ
ation of Wake Forest from the Convention is 
a pragmatic one. It is not what I would 
like to see. But I see no hope for the 
changing of the secularistic tides that 
sweep Wake Forest ever farther from its 
founding concept. There is precious little 
evidence among trustees, faculty, adminis
tration, student body, or lay alumni, all 
taken as a whole, that there is any urgent 
desire for the University to be a Christian 
institution (with the word "Christian" hav
ing any meaning at all). Wake Forest, like 
Demas, is "in love with this present 
world” (2 Tim. 4: ]0). The sins of pride, 
vanity, intellectual snobbery have so inun
dated it that it can never see itself as 
"a peer among equals" in the larger arena 
of the Baptist State Convention. The only 
hope is that, freed from its false feeling 
of legal involvement and restriction and 
coercion, it might then be willing at 
some future date to turn of its own volition 
toward that which now causes it to "kick 
against the goad". Perhaps with total 
freedom of choice it might become truly "an 
institution of integrity and faithfulness.. 
.. (not only) hospitable to the Christian 
faith but its representative." I pray God 
that may come to pass.

Rev. M.O. Owens Jr., Pastor 
Parkwood Baptist Church 
Gastonia, N.C.

MORE COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANITY .
Not long ago a member of my church wrote 

me a note asking if I knew anything about 
a group called "The Way". At the time I 
did not, but since then I have learned a 
bit about this new religious cult.

It is called "The Way International". 
It seeks to give every appearance of being 
Christian, but it is counterfeit. Sincere 
people searching for the truth are being 
deceived by it.

The Founder and President of the move
ment is Victor Paul Wierville. He is a 
former United Church Of Christ Minister, 
a graduate of Princeton Seminary. In 1957 
he resigned his Church of Christ pulpit to 

begin his independent ministry. He says 
that his theology is based on instructions 
the Lord revealed directly to him in 1942. 
Of this encounter with God, Wierville says, 
"I was praying... and that's when <He 
spoke to me audibly ... He said He would 
teach me the Word as it had not been known 
since the first century if I would teach it 
to others." This places Wierville in the 
position of being the only person who can 
rightly divide the Word." Those who are 
followers of "The Way" look to Wierville 
for the true translation and meaning of the 
Scriptures. This makes him the ultimate 
source of authority.

teachings
His theology is a conglomeration of 

"Unitarianism,Dispensationalism, Calvinism, 
and Charismatic teachings on tongues and 
healing." It deviates radically from his
torical Christianity in the major Biblical 
doctrines.

(1) The deity of Jesus is denied. 
Wierville says, "Jesus is the Son of God, 
but not God the Son." He has written a 
book titled "Jesus Christ is not God". The 
book is persuasively written. However, 
anyone versed in Greek will recognize poor 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR)
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EDIT OR! AIS ...by yost/u m. rme/ty JX
ABOUT THAT HOUSTON CONVENTION

It has become an annual ritual. Some 
members of the Baptist Press are getting 
out their hammers, nails and crosses to 
crucify every possible conservative candi
date who might possiblybe elected President 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Whether 
or not those conservative men are candi
dates for the Presidency or not makes no 
difference. The liberals of the Baptist 
Press will take no chances. They will 
crucify every prominent conservative Pastor 
who might have the slightest chance of be
ing elected President of the Convention. 
We are told that those up for crucifixion 
this year will include Homer Lindsey Jr., 
Jerry Vines, Bailey Smith, Adrian Rogers, 
and possibly John Bisagno. The crucifix
ions are done by slanted reporting, mis
quotation, adroit suggestion and immotive 
innuendo. It is our purpose he^e to tell 
you truthfully and openly of what is hap
pening as we know and understand it.

FIRST CANDIDATE
The First Candidate to confirm that he 

will be nominated for the Presidency of the 
Southern Baptist Convention is Abner V. 
McCall, President of Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas. This is the largest Baptist 
University that we have but Abner McCall 
would certainly not be identified with the 
Conservatives of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. As of this writing, he is the 
only candidate who has confirmed that he 
will be nominated. He has been President 
of Baylor for a great number of years and 
was, for a time, at loggerheads with Texas 
Baptists over federal aid. After his ef
forts to secure Federal Aid were soundly 
beaten back by Texas Baptists on several 
occasions, he shifted in his position so 
that he now seems to be more in accord 
with the feelings of Texas Baptists about 
federal money. Whether his shift in posi
tion was one of conviction or convenience 
we cannot tell. However, the Baptist Press 
will not concentrate on Abner V. McCall. 
If the Press does anything about him it 
will promote him.

CONSERVATIVE EFFORT
It is the conservative effort that will 

be under attack from now until Convention 
time. What is this effort all about? It 
is an effort that is concentrating on get
ting more of our conservative pastors and 
lay people to the Convention. There has 
been a growing concern in recent years that 
conservative men have not been concerned 
enough about what takes place at the annual 
sessions of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
They have stayed away in droves. Denomi
national politics is not their bag. They 
like to pastor their churches, fellowship 
with their people, win the lost and build 
great churches. These are admirable traits 
but some in the Convention feel that Con
servative men must be more concerned about 
what happens at the annual sessions or the 
affairs of the Convention will finally be 
handed to the most left wing element in the 
Convention by default. That is the purpose 
of the "get out the vote" effort now under 
way.

The effort is spear-headed by Judge 
Paul Presslar, a Houston Layman who is an 
Associate Justice of the 14th Court of Civil 
Appeals in Houston, Texas. He is a very 
highly respected Jurist and an active lay
man in the First Baptist Church of Houston, 
Texas. Several years ago there was an ex- 
tensive effort by our denominational lea

dership to get more laymen involved in the 
life of our denomination and our churches. 
Judge Presslar took them seriously. He is 
a layman who believes in getting involved. 
He believes the Bible. He believes the 
Baptist Faith and Message. He believes 
what the Baptist Faith and Message says 
about the Bible. He is one who has become 
concerned that more conservative pastors and 
laymen should take seriously their Conven
tion responsibilities. That is the reason 
that he has spearheaded an effort to get 
more conservative men to the Houston Con
vention.

CONTINUING EFFORT
This effort will not be confined to the 

Houston Convention but to every Convention. 
It is not a "one issue** effort. Mr.Press
lar believes that Conservative men should 
be at the Convention voting on everything 
from Convention Officers to Resolutions. 
He believes that if Conservative men will 
become more involved in the life of the 
Convention that Convention actions will 
more accurately reflect the feelings of 
grass roots Baptists. So, Judge Presslar 
is simply doing what our Denominational 
Leadership has urged laymen to do for many 
years. He is urging people to go to the 
Convention and vote their convictions.

NO CANDIDA TE
Judge Presslar and others involved in 

this effort are not promoting candidates 
for office. In fact, there are no conser
vative candidates who have confirmed that 
they will be nominated. There probably 
will be some conservative men nominated but, 
at this point, we do not know who they will 
be. We do know that if our Convention is 
to stay by the historical position of Sou
thern Baptists, then conservative men must 
be present and vote their convictions. To 
be sure, the Presidency of the Convention is 
important. We must be careful to elect one 
who is in accord with the historical posi
tion of Southern Baptists in all matters.

DR. PATTERSON
Judge Presslar has been aided and counsel

ed in this effort by Dr. Paige Patterson who 
is President of the Criswell Center for Bi
blical Studies in Dallas, Texas, a school 
supported and operated by the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas. Dr. W. A. Criswell is 
the Chancellor. Dr. Paige Patterson is a 
ThD Graduate of the New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary and the Son of Dr. T.A. Patterson 
who is the retired Executive Secretary of 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas. 
Obviously, Dr. Patterson is no stranger to 
Baptist life. His Father occupied one of 
the highest and most prominent positions 
among Baptists.

POINT OF ATTACK
It has been related to us that a Baptist 

Press report will attack the motives of 
Judge Presslar. His record of church at
tendance will be attacked because there was 
a period when he was irregular in his 
church attendance. It was a period in which 
his son lay at the point of death for 
months. Obviously, he was occupied with 
his son as any father would have been. 
Attacking him at this point is nothing more 
than a cheap shot. But cheap shots are 
common place with some members of the Bap
tist Press.

Again, he will be attacked because he 
moved his membership from the Second Bap
tist Church of Houston to the First Baptist 
Church. There will be an adroit, suggestion 
that he moved his membership because the 
Second Baptist Church did not elect him as 
a messenger to the Convention last year. 
However, that had nothing to do with his 
move. There was not really any need that 
he be elected as a messenger to the Conven
tion last year. He m^ved to the First Bap
tist Church because that church is a grow
ing, outreaching church whose Pastor is un
alterably committed to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures. It is one of the most rapidly 
growing churches in the Convention. In 
fact, it is back from the dead. The First 
Baptist Church is about the things that 
Judge Presslar believes a church ought 
to be about. It is about the things that 
he wants to be about. That is the way that 
he and the First Baptist Church of Houston 
came together. He is also a lay preacher 
who is often invited to speak on special 
occasions in Baptist Churches across Texas 
and has eveft served as interim Pastor. This 
bespeaks the confidence that Texas Baptist 
people have in Judge Presslar.

RIRIE CLASS
Another point of attack will be that he 

has been teaching a Bible Class in a Pres
byterian Church once a week to a group of 
young people. This is another cheap shot. 
I never cease to be amazed at the double 
standard. A program at the Southern Bap
tist Convention which includes such non
Baptists as Elton Trueblood is hailed as a 
great program. But a Southern Baptist man 
is condemned because he goes inside the walls 
of a Presbyterian Church to teach a Bible 
Class. The Pastor’s Conference was con
demned roundly by some Editors (certainly 
not by Pastors) for having such outstanding 
men as Dr. Warren Weirsbe of the great 
Moody Church in Chicago and Dr. Clyde 
Narramore, a Christian Psychologist. They 
were condemned because they were conserva
tive but the appearance of Norman Vincent 
Peale was hailed as a great ’’come to pass". 
But then, those members of the Baptist 
Press who delve in such things seem never 
to be bothered by inconsistency.

Butflet it be said, at this point, that 
all members of the Baptist Press are not 
guilty. Some make conscientious efforts 
to be fair and impartial.

RFMF
The "get out the vote" effort is not in 

any way connected with the Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship. Judge Presslar was 
once a member of the Fellowship but is no 
longer a member. Neither is Dr. Patterson 
a member. The Fellowship should have been 
involved in the effort but that is not the 
case.

DEMOCRACY
So, there you have it . There is the truth 

of the matter as we know and understand it 
and we believe that we are closer to the 
situation than any member of the Baptist 
Press. Our Convention is a democracy. 
Messengers come from local churches. It 
must be realized that any Southern Baptist 
has a perfect right to advocate that other 
Southern Baptists go to the Convention. 
Any Southern Baptist has the right to nomi-

(Continued On Page Three)



EDITORIALS (continued)
nate a candidate for any office. The Con
servative men have just as much right to 
advocate that their fellow conservatives

ONE MAN RULE
By: Robert M. Tenery

come to the Convention as the liberals do. 
There is nothing unethical or unbaptistic 
about urging people to go to the Conven
tion. It has been done for years and by 
the Denominational Leadership at that. It 
is our hope that Conservative men will make 
the effort to go to the Convention, attend 
the sessions and vote their convictions on 
everything that comes before us.

Robert M. Tenery

SIX SEMINARY 
PRESIDENTS MEET

By: Robert M. Tenery
The Six Southern Baptist Seminary Presi

dents converged on Dallas last Week to meet 
with Dr. W.A. Criswell who is considered to 
be the personification of theological con
servatism in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. The ostensive purpose of the
meeting was to convince Dr. Criswell that 
the Presidents and their faculties are all 
Bible believing people. However, Dr. 
Paige Patterson, President of the Criswell 
Center for Biblical studies which is sup
ported by the First Baptist Church of ballas 
expressed his belief that the 
move was an effort to persuade 
Dr. Criswell to rein him (Patterson) in. 
The move by the six Seminary Presidents comes 
on the heels of the revelation that a con
certed effort is being made to persuade 
conservative Southern Baptist people that 
they should attend the Convention in great
er numbers. This effort is being spear
headed by Dr. Patterson and Judge Paul 
Presslar of Houston. Biblical inerrancy is 
rapidly becoming a crucial issue among 
Southern Baptists and the six Seminary 
Presidents obviously believe that the 
Houston Convention needs to be ’’defused” in 
advance.

In an interview with Baptist United 
News, Dr. Patterson wondered aloud why the 
Seminary Presidents were so concerned about 
the Houston Convention if, indeed, they and 
their faculties were actually Bible Believ
ing Conservativesrsince they would have no
thing to fear from a Conservative Convention 
if that were the case. He took particular 
exception to remarks by Dr. Duke McCall of 
Southern Seminary who charged that the con
servative effort is an effort to ’’oust li
berals”. He saw McCall’s remarks as being 
inconsistent with what the Presidents had 
stated to Dr. Criswell. If there are no 
liberals on the faculties, then there would 
be none to ’’oust”.

McCall has also stated that 
”if God had wanted us to have an infal
lible Bible, he would have given it to us 
on gold plates”. This was an obvious at
tempt to associate Southern Baptist Conser
vatives with Joseph Smith, the founder of 
the Mormon movement who claimed that the 
’’Book of Mormon” was revealed to him on 
gold plates.

In the course of the meeting, the Semi
nary Presidents also endorsed Bailey Smith, 
Pastor of the mammoth First Baptist Church 
of Dell City, Oklahoma, as a prospective 
President of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. This was obviously an attempt to 
defuse any effort to elect Jerry Vines or 
Adrian Rogers as President. It is the very 
obvious feeling that Bailey Smith would be 
less of a problem to the liberal camp than 
would Rogers or Vines.

RMT

There is no denying that there are prob
lems between the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina and some of its1 institu
tions. The most critical problems now re
volve around Wake Forest. It has recently 
come to light that some other North Carolina 
institutions have some problems regarding 
their relationship to the Convent ion,though 
none so severe as the Wake Forest matter.

WHAT HAPPENS?
Why is it that Baptists can nurture an 

institution from its’ infancyzthrough its' 
years of financial struggle only to lose it. 
They can give millions upon millions of dol
lars to it. All the while, they think that 
they are supporting an institution that be
longs to them and one that has been founded 
and sustained for the purpose of educating 
their young in a decidedly Christian en
vironment or in other ways ministering to 
the needs of others. Then, they are sudden
ly made aware that the institution does not 
belong to them. They learn that the pur
poses of the institution are no longer in 
harmony with the purposes of the Convention 
nor the purpose for which the institution 
was founded. They are shocked to leariTChat 
the institution has decided upon another 
course that carries the institution away 
from Baptist People and that the institution 
is no longer sympathetic with the objec
tives and purposes of the Convention.

ONE MAN RULE
These problems have occured as a resul t of 

one man rule which has evolved because of 
the Convention’s method of electing Trus
tees. The Nominating Committee asks the 
heads of the institutions to submit two 
names for each vacancy. Even""though the 
Constitution clearly says that the Nomina
ting Committee “will be free to follow its* 
own best judgment in making nominations to 
the convention", an aura of compulsion has 
evolved in regard to the lists which are 
submitted by the institutional heads. Past 
Nominating Committees have become “rubber 
stamps" for the heads of the Institutions 
and the Agencies. Many times, men and 
women have been nominated to the Convention 
for Trustees when the Nominating Committee 
did not know a great deal about them.

It is a situation in which those serving 
on the Boards of Trustees owe their appoint
ment to that Board to the man who is sup
posed to answer to them. It is a conflict 
of interest. It should not be.

PRESENT COMMITTEE
Some consternation has developed among 

College Presidents because our present 
Nominating Committee has delved more 
thoroughly into the background of those 
whose names appear on the lists submitted 
by the College Presidents. The present 
Nominating Committee has endeavored to be 
thorough and to assure that those Trustees 
that they nominate to the Convention are 
thoroughly qualified, mentally, emotion
ally, and spiritually to serve as Trustees 
of Institutions. They have endeavored to 
ferret out faithful Baptist people who are 
from the mainstream of Baptist life. They 
have dared to exercise their own best judg
ment in the selection of Trustees. There 
are some serving on the various Boards of 
Trustees who were not suggested to the Nom
inating Committee by the institutional 
head which they serve. This has been a 
source of irritation to some college Pre

sidents and other institutional heads 
even though the Nominating Committee was 
functioning entirely within its' Constitu
tional provision.

WRY?
Why should the Baptist State Convention 

lose a College or any other Institution 
simply because the President is no longer 
in sympathy with the things that we are 
about as a Convention. Those of us in the 
Pastorate know very well that there are 
times when a Church Officer “breaks bad". 
He loses interest in the purposes of the 
Church. He becomes indifferent to his of
fice. He becomes unfaithful to his church 
and the work of the Lord even though he is 
occupying a high office. Sometimes it can 
even happen to a Pastor. When that happens 
in the local Church, measures are taken to 
correct the situation. A church is certain
ly not allowed to die or to be deterred from 
its' original purpose because a Pastor or 
some other church officer has gotten into a 
backslidden condition. It happens frequent
ly that pastors are asked to resign because 
of their own state of. spiritual declension. 
Men are often asked to resign from the 
Deacon Body because of some spiritual or 
moral condition in their own life.

Why is it then, that we cannot take 
corrective action on the Convention level 
when this happens in an institution. When 
a President becomes hostile to the Baptist 
State Convention and indifferent to the pur
poses for which our institutions were foun
ded, why is it that he must be kept in that 
place of tremendous responsibi1ity even 
after he becomes a liability to the cause 
of Christ? Why is it that the indifference 
or the hostility of one man can cause us 
to lose an institution that Baptists have 
poured millions of dollars into for the 
purpose of advancing the cause of the King
dom of God?

Here's hoping that our present Nomina
ting Committee will not allow themselves to 
be intimidated. There are “doomsday" rum
blings coming from the more liberal ele
ments of our Convention. The Nominating 
Committee has been publicly harrassed and 
embarrassed. Let us pray that they will 
“stick by their guns" and continue to 
thoroughly i nvest igate those whom they nom
inate. They should not hesitate to require 
that everyone whom they nominate to the 
Convention be a Bible believing Baptist in 
the best sense of the word. We believe 
that Baptists across the State are behind 
them.

Also, we need to scrutinize very care
fully those who are nominated by the Com
mittee on Committees to serve on the Com
mittee on Nominations so that a policy of 
thoroughness and a proper concern for Bap
tist work will continue to permeate this 
Commi ttee.

RMT
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

scholarly technique, particularly in use of 
the Greek language.

(2) Wierville denies that the Holy 
Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, 
and agrees with the Jehovah's Witnesses 
that "the doctrine of the Trinity is con
trary to the Scriptures." One exponent of 
"The Way" expressed it: "God is holy and 
God is spirit, but the Holy Spirit is not 
God."

(3) Wierville constantly affirms: "The 
Bible says what it means and means what it 
says". In reality, his semantics declare; 
"I say what the Bible means and it means 
only what I say it means."

(4) "The Way" uses a Christian vocabu
lary. There is much talk about salvation, 
sin, the Holy Spirit, love, and many other 
Christian topics. But there is deep decep
tion involved. Wierville himself writes, 
"Many people may be misled because while 
using the same language or words, we 
don't mean the same thing."

(5) "The Way" claims to be the result 
and development of "over 30 years of Bibli
cal research and training". To the unob
servant and uninitiated, the presentation 
mjght seem to be based on researched facts. 
But the appearance of scholarship is a 
devilish hoax. In his use of the Greek 
language, Wierville bends, breaks, twists 
and violates all rules of Greek grammar in 
order to produce his translation. There 
is little exegesis and much isogesis. Ob
vious dishonesty comes through to anyone 
who looks carefully at the material of "The 
Way".

ORGANIZATION
International headquarters for "The Way" 

are in New Knoxville, Ohio. There is 
"The Way" College in Emporia, Kansas.

The core of their operation is a course 
costing about $100, paid before one can en
roll, and lasting 13 weeks. It is called 
"The Power of Abundant Living". In the 
last lesson followers are taught to speak in 
tongues as proof of the indwelling of the 
spirit.

In 1978 more than one thousand WOW 
(Word over the Word) Ambassadors were sent 
out as missionaries and evangelists in the 
Midwest, South and Southwest parts of the 
country. Each was to spend a year in mis
sionary service, seeking to make proselytes 
from uninstructed, unindoctrinated, unin
formed church members.

Thus here we have one more counterfeit 
religion foisted upon the unwary and un
tutored. How urgent it is to remember 
Paul's words, "I appeal to you, brethren, 
to take note of those who create dissensions 
and difficulties, in opposition to the doc
trine which you have been taught;avoid them. 
For such persons do not serve our Lord 
Christ, but their own appetites,and by fair 
and flattering words they deceive the hearts 
of the simple-minded." (Romans 16: 17-18 
RSV).

Rev. M.O. Owens Jr., Pastor 
Parkwood Baptist Church 
Gastonia, N.C.
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DRUIN WRITES 
RETRACTION ARTICLE

By: Robert M. Tenery
Associate Editor Toby Druin of the Bap

tist Standard(Baptist State Paper of Texas) 
and formerly of the Biblical Recorder has 
written an article of retraction regarding 
his interview with Paul Presslar after a 
strong reaction from Presslar concerning 
false implications and misstatements which 
appeared in Druin's first article. Druin 
had stated that Presslar "at first denied" 
and later "admitted" having attended meet
ings to discuss attending the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Houston in June and 
electing a President.

Presslar, who is an Associate Justice 
of the 14th Court of Civil Appeals in 
Houston said the terms, "at first denied" 
and "admitted" implied that he had lied a- 
bout the meetings which he had not. Pres
slar had simply asked Druin to define what 
he meant by the term "meeting". Judge 
Presslar questioned the use of the word, 
"meeting" but affirmed to Druin that he 
had travelled extensively and had encour
aged Pastors and Friends to attend the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 
Houston.

Judge Presslar described Druin's story, 
which appeared in. the May 9 issue of the 
Baptist Standard, as a "hatchet job" that 
pointed up only a few things aimed at sub
jecting him to criticism and ignored others. 
Specifically, he said that the story failed 
to mention that he is a Baptist Deacon of 
long standing and had been involved years 
ago in organizing two Baptist Student Unions. 
Presslar said that he had been recognized 
as a BSU birector at one Northwestern Uni
versity. Presslar told Baptist Standard 
Editor, Presnell H. Wood that in 23 years 
of dealing with Newspaper Reporters he had 
never beeen dealt with in such a manner.

Editor Presnell Wood had written a dis
paraging editorial about the activities of 
Presslar and Dr. Paige Patterson of the 
Criswell Center for Biblical Studies. The 
Editorial appeared in the same May 9 issue 
as the derogatory article by Druin. Wood 
has been roundly criticised across the 
State of Texas for the Editorial and some 
of the denunciations for his editorial have 
appeared in "Letters To The Editor" of the 
Baptist Standard. RMT

0 I L.VLI1Q By’Robert M. Tenery 

RETIREMENT
The retirement of Paul Stevens as Chief 

Executive of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission was not all "peaches 
and cream" as one might gather from Toby 
Druin*s article which appeared in the Feb
ruary 24 issue of the Biblical Recorder. 
As the facts have emerged, we have learned 
that Stevens who was President of the Com
mission since 1953 did not voluntarily give 
up his administrative authority. He was 
pushed. The Trustees had asked for the 
move effective immediately. He would re
tain the title of President for a short 
time but that his only duties would be 
public and denominational relations. When 
he hesitated, he was told that the alterna
tive would be a vote on outright dismissal. 
Sensing the mood of the Board, he agreed 
to step aside immediately and give up the 
President’s title next Fall when he is 64.

The trustees charged that Stevens had 
spent money on productions which contained 
little or no Christian message such as the 
filming of the Fort Worth Symphony at a cost 
of $35,000. The Trustees also objected 
to the manner in which Staff annuity funds 
were handled. Special Annuity Programs ex

ist for 16 staff members which are projec
ted to give them 50% of annual salary in 
retirement. 50% annuity at retirement for 
a person who participates for 30 years or 
more is recommended by the Annuity Board and 
is not unusual. The program in question .is 
in addition to other annuity benefits, and 
at least two employees beginning at age 50 
were placed in the program. 4 who resigned 
and left Baptist work were given the funds 
accrued to their accounts.

Trustees said that some Programs of the 
Commisssion were so general and non-sectar- 
ian that their Christian message was watered 
down. There was also division between the 
President and the Board pertaining to the 
dependence on free air time. This necessi
tates much of the non-sectarian approach. 
Also, such programs are played at such 
times when viewing audiences are smallest 
such as late night and early morning.

Stevens’ retirement brings to light a- 
nother very lucrative salary and retirement 
benefits. A retirement plan set up 12 years 
ago will provide $27,000 annual retirement 
income for the President. Another, funded 
36% by the Commission and 64% by Stevens, 
will pay almost $12,000 yearly. This 
brings Stevens* Retirement Income to 
$39,000 per year - rather lucrative retire
ment for one retiring from Christian Ser
vice. Also, Stevens and his wife have life
time use of a home with all maintenance, 
taxes and utilities paid and the home was 
appraised last December At $185,000.

The Commission participates heavily in 
Co-operative Program Funds and it is rather 
ironic that a Commission Agency President 
receives this kind of lucrative remunera
tion while Pastors across the Convention are 
struggling for economic existence while be
ing asked to double their Co-operative Pro
gram gifts by 1982. RMT

NEIL ARMSTRONG 
TO EVANGELISM

Dr. Neil Armstrong, for a number of years 
Pastor at the Temple Baptist Church of 
Reidsville and recently Pastor of the 
Pleasant Hill Church of Elkin has resigned 
the Pastorate to enter the field of full 
time Evangelism. Brother Armstrong has 
been very active in the field of evangelism 
for a number of years. He is the Son of 
the late Earl Armstrong who was also a well 
known evangelist.

Brother Armstrong may be contacted pre
sently at 1428 Elk Spur Ext., Elkin, N.C. 
28621.


