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BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE FLAP
BY RUSSELL KAEMMERLING

In a public demonstration of disharmony 
and misinformation the Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs has unjustly ridiculed one 
of its newest members and misrepresented 
Southern Baptists to both the Senate Judi
ciary Committee and the public in general. 
Their action has caused deep concern among 
conservatives as to both the type and qual
ity of witness that we have in Washington. 
There have been some calls for a scale in
vestigation by the Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

The matter began when Samuel T. Currin, 
newly elected At Large Member from North 
Carolina was invited to testify before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee on the pending 
Constitutional Amendment then still in 
Committee. Currin was unable to attend but 
sent a letter to the Committee chaired by 
fellow Southern Baptist Strom Thurmond. In 
the letter he sent the most recent Resolu
tion passed by Southern Baptists on prayer 
in schools. It was the Resolution passed 
by the 1982 Convention in New Orleans. This 
was the last time that Southern Baptists 
had spoken to the issue directly.

Currin’s letter was introduced during 
testimony being given by John W. Baker 
Chief Counsel for the Baptist Joint Commit
tee. Baker told the Committee that the 
1983 Resolution on Religious Liberty re
jected the 1982 Resolution. This was con
trary to statements made by the Resolutions 
Committee and voiced by its Chairman Tai 
Bonham.

B P RELEASE

In a Baptist Press Release dated June 28 
Larry Chester erroneously stated that Pre
sident Reagan’s Amendment called for State 
mandated prayer. This opinion, long voiced 
by opponents of voluntary prayer, is based 
on the opinion of one Government employee 
who was stating his own uninformed opinion 
and not on well documented legal opinions. 
Subsequent to Currin’s letter a letter was 
mailed from Dr. Russell Dilday to the same 
Senate Committee. It bore the names of 12 
of the Committee Members. Included were: 
Harold C. Bennett, Jimmy R. Allen, James 
H. Smith, R. Keith Parks, Grady C. Cothen, 
Russell H. Dilday, Jr., Foy Valentine, 
William G. Tanner, Carolyn Weatherford, 
R.G. Puckett, Donald R. Brewer and Donald 
P. Aiesi. Not signing the letter were Sam 
Currin, Albert Lee Smith and James T. 
Draper Jr. The letter said:
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Russell H. Dilday, Jr. President

The Honorable Strom Thurmond, Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee
Washington, b.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond,

On June 27, 1983 during hearings of the

Senate Judiciary Committee you introduced 
into the record a letter from Samuel T. 
Currin of North Carolina and a resolution 
adopted in 1982 by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Mr. Currin was recently elec
ted to serve on the Southern Baptist Con
vention's Public Affairs Committee.He does 
not speak for the Committee.

We, the members of. the Public Affairs Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
endorse the Southern Baptist Convention's 
1983 resolution on religious liberty and 
support the testimony of John W. Baker, 
general counsel of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs.

(Typed - not signed)
Harold C. Bennett
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee

Jimmy R. Allen, President
Radio and Television Commission

James H. Smith, President 
Brotherhood Commission

R. Keith Parks, President
Foreign Mission Board

Grady C. Cothen, President 
Sunday School Board

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. President 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary

Foy Valentine
Executive Director - Treasurer 
Christian Life Commission

WiIlian G. Tanner, President 
Home Mission Board

Carolyn Weatherford, Executive Director 
Woman's Missionary Union

R.G. Puckett, Chairman
Baptist Joint Committee on Public

Affairs

Donald R. Brewer, Attorney

Donald P. Aiesi
Professor of Political Science
Furman University

This Editor contacted 11 of the signers 
of the letter. The twelfth Dr. Donald Aiesi 
of Furman University was in England on sab
batical leave and not expected back for a 
year.

INTERVIEWS

in
Several interesting things were learned
these interviews.

dab
-carver libras*

First, it was learned that though the 
letter was on Dilday’s stationary it was 
not all his. Dilday said, ”It was typed 
and printed here and really I don’t know 
about whose wording or what. It was kind 
of a jointly done thing. I don’t recall 
whose words were what”.

The letter was mailed on Dilday’s sta
tionary as President of Southwestern Semi
nary. This now for the first time brings 
one of Southern Baptists six Seminaries in
to an overt political battle. To some it 
will appear that the position of Southwes
tern Seminary is in opposition to voluntary 
school prayer. As James Smith, President 
of the Brotherhood Commission stated, ’’When 
I write a letter and indicate in that 
letter that I am President of the Brother
hood Commission it takes on an entirely 
different dimension than if I am writing 
as Jim Smith. When I write especially 
on something as sensitive as this is it is 
not the same as if he were speaking as an 
individual
Of the 11 interviews none saw the Currin 

letter before allowing their names to be 
attached. Some said the letter was read 
to them. Others said that it was inter
preted for them.

REVISION

The letter underwent at least one revi
sion. Don Brewer of Chicago rewrote it and 
added the statement which reads ”... and 
support the testimony of John W. Baker.” 
Brewer said, ”1 had edited that making it 
more clear than originally written.”

Many of the signers did not realize 
that the letter contained an endorsement 
of John W. Baker and when asked gave a 
variety of responses.

Ketih Parks, President of the Foreign 
Mission Board said, ”1 don’t know the con
tent of John W. Baker’s discussion with 
the Committee.”

James Smith replied ”1 was not aware of 
John Baker’s testimony. My impression was 
that I was offering authorization of my 
signature to Russell Dilday’s letter in 
which were not (sic) affirming efforts 
which had been made by our new Commission 
Memeber.”

Grady Cothen, President of the Sunday 
School Board was asked about the endorse
ment clause and said, ’’That was not the 
issue that I discussed at all.”

Foy Valentine, President of the Chris
tian Life Commission simply replied, ”1 
don’t know the answer to that.”

1983 RESOLUTION
Baker indicated to the Senate Committee 

that the 1983 Resolution on Religious li
berty was the most recent statement and 
therefore the best indicator of Baptist’s

ONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)



BAPTIST JOINT 
COMMITTEE 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
position. The Committee was polled and 
with only one exception said that the 1983 
Resolution was the most accurate. They 
used words such as repudiated, superseded, 
and rejected to describe the relation of 
the 1983 Religious Liberty Resolution to 
the 1982 Resolution on Prayer in Schools. 
When asked if the 1982 Resolution repudia
ted. the 1982 Resolution Foy Valentine said 
”1 certainly hope so. I certainly rejected 
that one myself in New Orleans.” Only Bill 
Tanner, President of the Home Mission 
Board disagreed.

Some of the members had still not seen 
the letter they signed and at least one 
member admitted that his signature was at
tached without his consent.

FIRST MEETING

Two other bits of information gleaned 
give a great deal of insight into the 
Public Affairs Committee. Russell Dilday, 
immediate Past Chairman said, ’’The first 
meeting that this group has had in many 
years is one I called as Chairman about 
six months ago to officially discuss with 
James (BJCP Director, James Dunn) about 
his style and approach and talk about the 
best way we could express our viewpoint 
without creating an abrasive spirit and 
lifestyle.”

Don Brewer of Chicago gave what may 
have been the best statement of the Joint 
Committee’s views of Southern Baptists 
when he said, ’’You go to the die bard 
Southern Baptist, almost the Hill Billy 
Southern Baptist in the hill country where 
they are so tunnel visioned that it is 
sad.” Then you go to your others who can 
at least assess the situation and it is 
fine there. There is absolutely no prob
lem” (with the current situation in the pu
blic schools).

Russell Kaemmerling, Editor 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST ADVOCATE 
Dallas, Texas

CENSORSHIP
An outstanding Baptist < Rayman, from 

Georgia has raised the question about cen
sorship. The Georgia paper had carried a 
negative article concerning the mailing of 
the Fundamentalist magazine to Baptist Dea
cons. A number of State papers have car-
ried articles condemning Falwell for send
ing the magazine to Deacon Chairman. The 
layman said: ’’Since when do the Pastors or 
Denominational people have the right to 
censor what Baptist Deacons read?” A good 
question. This writer doesn’t subscribe to 
the Fundamentalist magazine nor support any 
of Jerry Falwell’s causes but we do assert 
that it is inconsistent that Editors and 
others who jealously protect their ’’right 
to know” are willing to censor what Baptist 
laymen read. We think that Southern Bap
tist leadership may as well recognize the 
fact that those days are over. Southern 
Baptist laymen are not going to be treated 
like children and the day when laymen will 
blindly follow a denominational program re
gardless of where it is going is over. 
Denominational programs are going to have 
to stand on their merit or they will not 
receive support of Southern Baptist lay 
people.

RMT

RECORDER ABUSIVENESS
The abusiveness of the Recorder in at

tacking men such as Jimmy Draper, and es
pecially Bailey Smith, has already been no
ted by the secular press. It is one thing 
to disagree with a person about issues. It 
is another thing to heap personal abuse 
upon those with whom you disagree and de
scribe them in depreciating if not demean
ing terms. For instance, the Recorder Edi
tor is still attacking Draper’s address to 
the Evangelism Directors last December in 
which he warned that liberalism would dry 
up evangelism in the Southern Baptist Con
vention. He spake the truth. Have we come 
to a point in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion that a President cannot even speak his 
convictions without being maligned in 
Baptist papers?

The remark that there is a fear that 
Draper ’’may be another Bailey Smith” who 
’’did more damage to the Convention in his 
second (term) than any President in recent 
years, perhaps ever” was so base and cheap 
that it was hard to imagine such a state
ment appearing in a religious journal, let 
alone a Baptist journal. It has been the 
sleazy tactic of the Biblical Recorder to 
caricature Bailey Smith as a mean, vicious 
and ruthless person who did great harm and 
now about the most unflattering that the 
Recorder can say about Draper is that he 
"may be another Bailey Smith”.
Of course, Dr. Draper knows Bailey Smith. 

They are warm personal friends. In fact, 
Bailey Smith conducted a revival for Dr. 
Draper in the First Baptist Church of 
Euless, Texas last year at which time over 
500 people were saved. Do we even need to 
be reminded that Bailey Smith baptised over 
2,000 people in a single year and set an 
all time Convention record? We suspect 

SPECIAL EEEOPr
We need your help for a special effort. 

It has been brought to our attention that 
the Southland Corporation that operates the 
7 - 11 Convenience Stores throughout North 
Carolina sell more pornographic magazines 
than any other retailer in America.

Here is a company that is making milli
ons each month selling anti-Christian lit
erature. Examine the publications on their 
shelves, and you will find not only the 
sexual content and philosophy of the maga
zines but the articles and cartoons are vi
cious in attacking Christians and Christ-
ianity.

It is tragic that in pursuit of the dol
lar, is willing to help promote a
philosophy which has no room for the old 
the sick, the poor, the physically unlovely 
or the family; and which exploits women as 
mere objects to be packaged and sold as a 
commercial product.

Would you contact 7-11 and urge others 
to do so and register a complaint and dis
appointment with their company? You are 
the most important person in the world 
to them - you are a customer. Could you 
have your church to pass a resolution cit
ing your objection to their policy?

The address is: SOUTHLAND CORPORATION 
John P. Thompson, Chmn. 
2828 North Haskell Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75204 

Telephony:a * 214-828-7QJ1 ; > * 

that Jimmy Draper might be flattered to be 
referred to as ’’another Bailey Smith”. To 
those of us who know the warm hearted Bai
ley Smith it would certainly be a compli
ment. The viciousness of the Recorder only 
reveals the sickness of current philosophy 
and attitude at the Recorder.

The Recorder was obviously disappointed 
that the so-called "Loyalists” have de
cided that they will not oppose the Report 
of the Committee on Boards. The Editorial 
was apparently trying to generate opposi
tion to the Committee on Boards Report by 
saying that "certain nominations are sure 
to be challenged by individual messengers". 
Where did the Editor dig up any such infor
mation as that? Moreover, the Editor dis
torted the Report. The Report is a good, 
solid report. It is a balanced report but 
the balance is not "between those trying to 
take over the Convention and those who 
wish to work through the SBC to accomplish 
God’s purposes". The balance is between 
highly qualified Baptist Pastors and lay 
people from large city churches, small town 
churches and rural churches of all sizes 
and strength. The Committee on Boards re
port represents a broad spectrum of South
ern Baptist life. Every single person 
nominated by the Committee on Boards meets 
the Constitutional requirements of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and the South
ern Baptist Convention has never granted 
the power to the Recorder to disenfran
chise any segment of Southern Baptist life 
or to rule out participation in Convention 
life by any one except the most liberal 
element in the Convention. We don’t be
lieve that Grassroots Baptist people are 
going to "buy" this scenario.

RMT

Also, why not call the chairman? You 
can call Mr. Thompson person to person. If 
he is busy or in a meeting, leave your name 
and number and ask him to return the call. 
If you will refuse to speak with anyone 
other than Mr. John Thompson, and you do 
not get to speak with him, then, the call 
doesn’t cost you a penny. If you do get to 
speak to him, you get to give the top man 
your opinion for only a small fee.

The Christian Action League apprecia
tes your concern about the moral and ethi
cal issues that are confronting us today.

Coy C. Privette, Executive Director 
Christian Action League of

North Carolina

THE CHRISTIAN ACTION LEAGUE OF NORTH CARO
LINA RECEIVES $25,000 FOR THE SUPPORT OF 
ITS WORK THROUGH THE NORTH CAROLINA MISS
IONS OFFERING.
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IT’S FRAUD
Elsewhere in this paper you will read 

about a clumsy, fraudulent and ill advised 
attempt by the staff of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, in league with 
some members of the Southern Baptist Com
mittee on Public Affairs, to smear and dis
credit the name of Samuel T. Currin who 
was recently elected Chairman of the Pub
lic Affairs Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. As you read in the 
Convention Report, Currin’s election was 
opposed by James Dunn who is Executive Di
rector of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
public affairs as well as R.G. Puckett, 
Editor of the Biblical Recorder. These 
liberal members of the Committee had op
posed Currin’s election from the very be
ginning and had done some "behind the 
scenes” manuvering to block the election 
of Sam Currin and Albert Lee Smith to the 
Public Affairs Committee of the Conven
tion. Both men are highly qualified for 
the position. Albert Lee Smith served as 
a Congressman from Alabama. Samuel Currin 
served as a Senate Aide and now serves as 
U.S. Attorney for Eastern North Carolina. 
Not even the paid staff of the Baptist 
Joint Committee is more qualified in the 
area of public affairs in Washington, D.C. 
than these two men. But, the conservative 
beliefs of Currin and Smith have made the 
liberal members of the Committee -.nervous 
since the moment they heard of their im
pending election. All efforts to' block 
their election were rejected by the Com
mittee on Boards' and the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Senator Strom Thurmond, himself a 'Sou
thern. Baptist, simply invited Currin to 
appear before the Senate Judiciary Com
mittee and give testimony concerning the 
Constitutional Amendment guaranteeing the 
right of voluntary prayer in public 
schools or on public premises. Currin 
could not attend so he did the next best 
and most logical thing. He sent a copy of 
the most recent Resolution passed by the 
Southern Baptist Convention which deals 
very clearly; and explicitly;’with .'the mat- 
ter of voluntary prayer in public schools. 
It was Resolution No. 9 passed in New 
Orleans in 1982. He sent a cover letter 
with the Resolution identifying himself as 
Chairman of the Public Affairs Committee 
and stating that the 1982 Resolution did 
support the Constitutional Amendment to 
permit voluntary school prayers. There is 
not a line in the letter in which he makes 
any claim to speak for anyone but him
self.

The sending of Resolution 9 to be en
tered into the Record was obviously very 
irritating to James Dunn who is Executive 
Director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs and who is also identified 
with such left wing organizations s 
"People For The American Way" which he co
founded along with Norman Lear. An imme
diate effort was begun to discredit Reso
lution'No. 9 and the action of Sam Currin. 
A letter was put together on the station
ary of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and dated July 1 which stated 
that Currin did not speak for the Commit-- 
tee and that the Committee supported the 
testimony of John W. Baker who is General 
Counselor of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on public affairs. Then, we come to the 
fraudulent part.

First, the basic premise of the letter 
supposedly coming from the 12 members of 
the Committee was false because it sugges
ted that Sam Currin had attempted to speak 
for the entire Committee when, in fact, 
he had not. Secondly, the letter purpor
tedly coming from the other 12 members of 
the Committee was not composed by Russell 
Dilday as the Baptist Press Report had 
stated. Dilday has admitted that he did 
not compose the letter. Thirdly, the let
ter was not signed as the Baptist Press 
Report stated. This writer has access to 
a copy of the letter and no signatures ap
pear on the letter. Names have been affix
ed by typewriter. It is fraudulent to 
claim that men had signed the letter when 
they have not, in fact, signed it. Fourth, 
the most blatant fraud in regard to the 
letter was the fact that the name of at 
least one Southern Baptist Executive was 
affixed to the letter when, in fact, he 
was out of the Country and did not even 
know about the existence of the letter un
til he returned to the country. Fifth, ~a 
number of the men whose names appear on the 
letter did not know the full content of the 
letter and have admitted as much. One 
Southern Baptist Executive was asked if he, 
in fact, really did support the testimony 
of John Baker and his answer was, "Who is 
John Baker?" It has now been revealed 
that few if any of the men whose names were 
affixed to the letter are even familiar 
with the testimony of John Baker before the 
Senate Committee. Baker is the General 
Counsel for the Baptist Joint Committw on 
Public Affairs. Yet, the letter stated 
that the 12 Committee Members supported the 
John Baker testimony even though they did 
not know the content of it. Sixth, it has 
now been revealed that the Committee has 
only met one time in its history and that 
was last year when Russell Dilday called a 
meeting of the Committee to suggest ways of 
doing the work of the Baptist Joint Commit
tee in a less abrasive way. So, it is ob
vious that the Committee has not been in 

-the habit of authorizing testimony from 
anyone. In fact, it has been learned that 
none of the testimony given before Congres
sional Committees has been previously au
thorized by the Southern Baptist Committee 
on Public Affairs. So the raising of the 
"authorization" question is nothing more 
than a ploy to discredit the action of Sam 
Currin.

It has now come to light that the entire 
letter episode was nothing more than a 
cheap attempt to smear Sam Currin. He was 
elected to the Public Affairs Committee 
over the objection of some leading members 
on the Committee and since they were not 
able to block his election at the Pitts
burgh. Convention they have determined to 
smear and discredit him even if they have 
to stoop to fraud to do it. The, "dis
claiming" letter was a cheap trick and the 
entire Committee owes Sam Currin an apology 
and that apology should be public because 
their smear campaign was a public attempt.

BAPTISTS UNITED NEWS: Published ;
Bimonthly by the Burkemont Baptist 
Church under the auspices of Baptists 
United for Spiritual Revival, Route 6 
Box 360, Morganton, N.C. 28655.
Robert M. Tenery, Editor
Second Class Postage Paid 
Morganton, N.C. 28655

THE BAPTIST 
JOINT COMMITTEE

Why has a Committee that has tradition
ally been so obscure become the center of 
controversy in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion? For years Southern Baptists have 
gone along with the Committee and even sup
ported the Committee. Now things are dif
ferent. Some very notable Southern Baptist 
leaders are having second thoughts about 
the existence of the Committee and Southern 
Baptist participation in it. There have 
been calls for defunding the Committee. The 
change came with the Administration of 
James Dunn who is Executive Director of the 
Baptist Joint Committee. Southern Baptists 
are obviously unhappy with the fanatical 
leftward lurch of the Committee and its 
"anti-prayer" stance. The Committee has 
taken a one sided approach to the question 
of Church and State while constantly harp
ing on the "no establishment" clause of the 
First Amendment, the Committee has well 
nigh ignored the "free exercise" clause. 
There is a broad recognition that we have a 
new day in Church State relations in the 
United States. Voluntary prayer which has 
been taking place in the public schools for 
many decades is now being challenged by the 
radical left wing of this country all 
with the co-operation of the Baptist Joint 
Committee. The fact that voluntary prayer 
and devotions in schools or even on school 
premises has been denied is being documen
ted again and again. The Lubbock, Texas 
case was only one of the most recent cases..

ANTI-RELIGIOUS POSTURE

There is now an anti-religious posture in 
the United States. Tax exemption for Church 
property is now being considered as subsidy 
by the Government and there are efforts to 
deny tax exemption in the name of separa
tion of Church and State. Southern Baptist 
people are not going to stand still for 
this leftward lurch. They recognize that 
there are fanatical, anti-Christian groups 
in America who are determined that they 
will confine our activities tq the four 
walls of the church. Religious visitors 
are being denied entrance into apartment 
complexes. In Houston, Texas,, Humanist Ad
vocate Ben G. Levy, newly elected Judge of 
the First District Court of Appeals, was 
sworn into office by a Counselor of the A- 
merican Humanist Association, Joyce Terry, 
and it was done without benefit of a Bible. 
This report appeared in the May/June issue 
of Free Mind, a newsletter of the American 
Humanist Association, Volume 26, No. 3.

In a letter which went out over the sig
nature of R.G. Puckett in November of 1980 
Puckett referred to the Americans United 
For the Separation of Church and State as 
the "one national organization dedicated 
solely to the defending of this great huma
nistic principle". The letter was urging 
the Humanists to send monies to Americans 
United.

ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE CRAZIES?
In one issue of Report From The Capitol, 

a publication of the Baptist Joint Commit
tee on Public Affairs, Executive Director 
James Dunn referred to those who support 
the Reagan Amendment guaranteeing the right 
of voluntary prayer in public schools as 
"ultra-conservative crazies". He described
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THE 1983 PITTSBl
AN ANALYTICAL REPORT OF THE O

The Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 14 - 16 
held a lot of surprises and they were plea
sant. First of all the Registration reach
ed more than 13,700 messengers. In the 
early hours of registration, there was some 
concern because registration was lagging. 
Low Convention attendance is always a bad 
omen for conservatives. As the Convention 
opened, there was still apprehension be
cause of the low registration but when the 
registartion began to climb on Tuesday Mor
ning, we breathed more easily. The larger 
the Convention is, the more representative 
will be its actions.

PASTOR'S CONFERENCE

The Pastors’ Conference which began Sun
day Afternoon was filled with outstanding 
speakers such as Charles Stanly,Ron Herrod, 
E.V. Hill and Stephen Olford. There was 
also a brief address by President Jimmy 
Draper. Charles Stanley’s message was ad
dressed to Pastors and his theme pas”Spirit 
Annointed Preaching”. The Message was both 
practical and profound. From his vast ex
perience, he shared with the Pastors some 
pointers on preaching which, jlf heeded; 
will vastly improve the preaching, ministry 
of any pastor.

E.V. Hill left the Pastors on a spirit
ual mountain top as he discussed the call
ing of the Pastor. Preachers such as Ron 
Herrod and Len Turner brought messages that 
challenged the Pastors. It was a balanced 
program.

The first ’’bell weather” vote was the e- 
lection of Charles Stanly by acclamation as 
President of the Pastors Conference. This 
overwhelming election of Dr. Stanly was an 
omen of things to come since he was Chair
man of the Committee on Boards which every
one was scrutinizing. All the Officers of 
the Pastors Conference were conservative 
men.

THE CONVENTION

The first important vote of the Conven
tion itself came on Tuesday Afternoon with 
the election of officers. There had been 
much speculation as to whether or not Jimmy 
Draper would be opposed for the Presidency 
or not. Threatening statements had been 
made throughout the day Monday by the li
beral camp. One leading liberal had said, 
”We have the votes here and when this Con
vention opens we are going to stand it on: 
its nose.” Another ’’guiding light” of the 
liberals said, ’’Don’t you conservatives be 
misled by your victory at he Pastors Con
ference. We just didn’t think the Pastors 
Conference was worth it but when the Con
vention is opened it will be another story 
because we have the votes here.” Tensions 
were in the air but when time came for the 
election of officers Jimmy Draper was re
elected without opposition and by acclamar- 
tion. This was followed by the re-election 
of John Sullivan for First Vice-president 
and the Second Vice-presidency was contes
ted. Dotson Nelson of Alabama nominated 
Dr. Dorothy Sample, President of the WMU 
for the office of Second Vice-president but 
she was eliminated from the contest ,in the 
first round of voting. The spot was gained 
by a local layman who is a good solid con
servative man. We have a good set of of
ficers who are solidly conservative and we 
must pray that they will not allow them

selves to be bullied or intimidatd by the 
liberal editors into doing unwise things.

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

The, next crucial vote came with the a- 
doption of the Committee on Committees re
port. This report names the Committee on 
Boards which in turn will name the members 
of the various Bohrds of Trustees, Commis
sions and standing committees. There were 
rumors that this report would be challen
ged but it went unchallenged.
The Committee on Boards for next year 
is a good, solid committee of conservative 
men and women. In Kansas City, we should 
have another good slate of solid conserva
tive people serving on the Boards, Commis
sions and Committees.

COMMITTEE ON BOARDS

The real/’lightning rod” of the Conven
tion; was the report of the Committee on 
Boards. Although the liberals had said 
that they would not; ,attempt to challenge 
the report, several Editors (including the 
Biblical Recorder) had tried to mount a 
challenge to the report through adroit sug
gestions. We had .announced the nomina
tions by the Committee on Boards early and 
a^ked for reponse from anyone who wished 
to challenge the report: and seven written 
challenges were received. Most of the 
challenges were made on the basis of geo
graphy this year. In the past, a few chal
lenges have been, made on the basis of mis
sion giving or the use of Southern Baptist 
literature. None of that basis could be 
found in the report this year so the liber
als turned to geography to try to establish 
a basis for challenge. To those of us on 
the Sub-committee of the Committee . on 
Boards, the ’’geography” challenge was as 
phony as missions and literature challen
ges had been in recent years. It became 
clear that geography was not really the is
sue but the issue was theology. All those 
offered in the places of those nominated by 
the Committee on Boards in the name of be
ing geographically fair just happened to be 
liberals. It became quite obvious that the 
’’geography" argument was nothing but a ploy 
to replace conservative men on the Commit
tee on Boards Report with liberal men.

VICIOUS ATTACK
Prior to the report of the Committee on 

Boards Report, one messenger made a vicious 
personalzattack on Charles Stanly charging 
that he was on the Board of Directors for 
the Moral Majority and demanding that any
one being nominated by the Committee on 
Boards should declare whether or not they 
were connected, to the Moral Majority and 
if so, to withdraw their name from the list 
of nominations. This vicious personal at
tack was ruled out of order by President 
Jimmy Draper and there was a tremendous 
round of applause when he made such a rul
ing. It was obvious that the Messengers 
were tired of the vicious personal attacks 
being leveled at Charles Stanly. They know 
Charles Stanly to be a humble man who sim
ply preaches the Word of God and leads the 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta in a magni
ficent way. He has a wide spread television 
ministry that rivals that of Jerry Falwell 
in size. As we moved around the Conven
tion Hall we heard scores of people testify
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of how they had been blessed by the tele
vision ministry of the First Baptist Church 
of Atlanta and the preaching of Dr. Charles 
Stanly.

ALABAMA

The most obnoxious challenge to the Com
mittee on Boards report came from the state 
of Alabama. Fred Wolfe, pastor of the 
5,000 member Cottage Hills Baptist Church 
of Mobile, and able President of the South
ern Baptist Pastors Conference in 1983 had 
been nominated by the Committee Members 
from Alabama to serve as Chairman of the 
Committee on Order of Business. Dick Thom
as ian, a member of the 3,000 member Whites
burg Baptist Church of Huntsville, Alabama, 
had been nominated to the Foreign Mission 
Board because of his intense interest in 
Foreign Missions. Both of these churches 
had given in excess of $68,000 each to the 
Cooperative Program during the preceding 
year. Fred Wolfe’s Church had baptised 
280 people the previous year and Thoma- 
sian’s church had baptised 200 people dur
ing the previous year.: The Committee 
thought they were good nomihees.
Their nomination was challenged by Robert 

S. Crowder from the Southside Baptist 
Church of Birmingham on the basis that 
those Churches did not give enough to mis
sions (this member of the Committee thought 
that $176,000 was not to be sneezed at.) 
Crowder also complained that more than one 
person from these two large churches were 
serving on Boards and Commissions of the 
Convention. When Crowder came before the 
Sub-Committee of the Committee on Boards,he 
obviously became angry and hostile and th
reatened to challenge us on the floor of 
the Convention if he did not have his way. 
Crowder’s motives were rather transparent. 
The report contained three re-nominations 
from the Mountain Brook Baptist Church of 
Birmingham and there are a total of 5 from 
that Church serving on various Boards and 
Committees of the Convention. That is the 
Church served by Dotson Nelson until recen
tly and we inquired of Mr. Crowder as to 
why he was so concerned about two people 
from the Cottage Hills Church in Mobile in 
recent years but he was not concerned about 
the numerous individuals from the Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church or his own church(Sou
thside, Birmingham) which has had numerous 
people through the years serving on the va
rious Boards and Committees of the Conven
tion. In fact, Albert Lee Smith, who was 
elected to the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, is from Mr. Crowder’s Chur
ch.

Mr. Crowder replied to the Committee that 
the Mountain Brook Church attracted very 
elite, intelligent type people who were ne
eded on the Boards and that they had earned 
their right to have numerous people on the 
Committees of the Convention because of 
their mission giving. At that point,it be
came obvious that it was not a matter of 
fair representation, or geography or any o- 
ther consideration except theology. Fred 
Wolfe and Dick Thomasian are conservative 
men and they represent conservative church
es. That was the whole issue. Committee 
members were shocked that Executive Secre
tary George Bagley of Alabama allowed his 
name to be used in challenging Fred Wolfe. 
The whole plan was a ploy to embarrass 
Fred Wolfe for the second time in three
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years and committee members were not about 
to agree to any such thing.

OTHER CHALLENGES

Other challenges to the nominations of 
the Committee on Boards included one from 
Editor Gene Puckett of the Biblical Recor
der against Sam Currin, a fellow North Car
olinian: who was nominated as Chairman , of 
the Southern Baptist Group on the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. Again 
the rather transparent excuse given was 
geography . Puckett contended that Sam Currin 
would be the second member on the Commit
tee from North Carolina. The Committee re
jected this for three reasons.

First, Mr. Puckett himself is the other 
member from North Carolina but he was not 
elected from North Carolina. He was elected 
^while he was still in Maryland and. before 
he; movedjinto, North Carolina.

Second, Mr. Puckett’s term expires next 
year and he will no longer be on the Com
mittee and therefore'there will only be one 
from this State on 'the Committee.

Third; the position is not h State posi
tion but it is an at; large position in 
which geography’ is rather insignificant. 
Again,the Committee members, saw that it was 
not really a matter of geography but it was 
theology.. Sam Currin is a conservative 
man and the left wing people in the Conven
tion did not want him. on'the Joint Commit
tee,. It was rather shocking'that the chal
lenge came from 1 a fellow North Caro
linian who should have been interested in 
seeing strong representation from this 
State on the Committees and Boards of the 
Convention rather than fighting one of our 
nominees. This is a repeat of a tactic that 
Convention President Frank Campbell used in 
New Orleans hast year when another North 
Carolina seat on the Southeastern Seminary 
Board was lost to Virginia simply because 
the nomineee of the Committee on Boards was 
conservative. Messengers have now realized 
that they were, "duped” by the geography 
argument last year concerning the Southeas
tern Board and they were not about to let 

. it happen again.
Another geography argument was made for 

’members of the Southern Seminary Board from 
Memphis, Tennessee and ■ another challenge 
was made there on the basis of geography. 
All four, challenges were successfully turn
ed back, and the Committee on Boards report 
was adopted without a single change. It 
was the greatest victory of the Convention. 
We now have a slate of good, solid, conser
vative trustees going to the Boards, Com
missions and standing Committees of this 
Convention.

RESOLUTIONS

As usual, there was a long parade of Re
solutions ranging all the way from nuclear 
freeze to the hiring policies concerning 
NFL officials. Of course, many of the more 
"kinky” resolutions never were reported out 
of Committee. Some of the resolutions that 
drifted too far to the left were toned down 
so as to be consistent with what we did in 
New Orleans last year. The resolution 
which drew the most fire was the one on 
Religious Liberty. The original draft of 
the Resolution contained a line opposing 
School prayers which was obviously designed 
to reverse the action the Committee took

last year and that was the publicity that 
it received prior to the Convention through 
the Biblical Recorder. The Resolution was 
written by James Dunn and presented by 
Wendell Davis of Statesville. The Resolu
tion as finally passed was so toned down 
as to be in line with what we had done last 
year in New Orleans and the Convention 
found it palatable even though there was 
not a lot of enthusiasm for it. Many Con
vention goers feel that some Baptist lea
ders have gone to the.exreme on the "no 
establishment” clause to the neglect of the 
’’free exercise” clause in regard to the 
First Amendment. Baptists are determined 
that we' are going to move back 
from that extreme position and regain 
our balance that we have had throughout 
history. When we find ourselves in such 
total agreement with the views of the secu
lar humanists- and the aetheists on the mat
ter of church-state separation, then we 
need to re-examine our position. That isn’t 
the company that we need to keep.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Another resolution that contained code 
words which could be interpreted in several 
different ways was the resolution on the 
care of our environment. The 
graph of that resolution urged

last para-
”that we as

a nation join the family of nations in sol
emn compact to protect, preserve and share 
the resources of the oceans and seas.” 
This was immediately detected as an effort 
to put the southern Baptist.Convention on 
record in support of the Treaty Of The 
Seas and it was obvious that the Convention 
was being used for political purposes. The 
Convention backed away from that kind of 
involvement and struck that portion from 
th Resolution.

ON WOMEN

Another resolution with obvious 
meaning was the resolution concerning women

hidden the liberals 
They whine

in the ministry. This resolution contained 
some vague terminology that could easily be 
interpreted by the feminist movement as an 
endrosement of the ordination of women. The 
messengers to the Convention saw that and 
backed away from that kind of endorsement.

ON BLACK AND ETHNIC
INVOLVEMENT

A rude resolution commending the agen
cies and institutions for "placing competent 
blacks and ethnics on denominational pro
grams on every denominational level” was re
vised to drop the word "competent" because 
it seemed to some to be a patronizing term. 
Pastor Cecil Sherman of First Baptist Church 
of Asheville drew the ire of many Denomina
tional workers when he stated to the Conven
tion that we should not require competence 
of ethnic groups when we don’t require com
petence from anyone else. Some denomina
tional workers took that statement very 
personally.

CONVENTION SITE

Some minor fireworks erupted when the Ex
ecutive Committee brought a recommendation 
to the Convention that we meet in Las Vegas 
Nevada for the 1989 Session of the SBC. 
There have been discussions for weeks among 
the liberal faction of the Convention con
cerning an effort to move the Convention 
site for 1989 to a city that is more condu
cive to a liberal vote. Vernon Davis, pas-
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tor of the First Baptist Church of Alexan
dria, Virginia and Vice-chairman of the li
beral group had made efforts prior to the 
Convention to develop Washington, D.C. as 
a possible Convention site but D.C. offi
cials were not cooperative. It had been 
rumored for weeks that the liberals would 
make an effort to move the Convention to 
Louisville by asking that the Guidelines 
for Convention cities be suspended for 1989 
so that Louisville could qualify. This ef
fort was promoted ,at the Southern Seminary 
Luncheon which has become a very political 
affair in recent years. The motion was 
brought to the Convention and was supported 
by Wayne Dehoney,. a former Convention Pre
sident, but was soundly defeated. One long 
time Convention observer said, ’’Dehoney has 
egg on his face.” One Convention official 
said: "It’s an effort to have a Southern 
Seminary Convention.” Southern Seminary 
has been ver^Tpolitically active on behalf 
of the liberal faction in the Convention.

The Louisville move was a very transpar
ent effort to pack the 1989 Convention with 
about 2,000 young,; inexperienced Shminaty 
.Students who have been spoon fed the: pre
judices of their Professors. Tiie Messengers 
saw through the scheme and the(proposal was 
overwhelmingly defeated. The Convention 
was spared a left wing take over attempt.

AFFIRMATION

The Convention was an affirmation of the 
fact that Southern Baptists are overwhelm
ingly conservative and that they hold to 
the inerrancy view of the Bible. Some 'self 
styled leaders have been trying to to push 
Southern Baptists off that position for a 
number of years. We used to use the term 
"infallible” to describe the Bible. Liber
als attached that term. They malighed it. 
They jested at it. They mocked it. Then, 
conservatives adopted the term, ’’inerrant" 
to describe the nature of the Bible. Now 

are objecting to that word, 
that we are trying to "force"

them to use our word. That is false. In 
fact, conservatives insist that they should 
not use that word unless they mean it but 
the men working for Southern Baptists may 
be sure of one thing; the day is gone when 
liberals who have left the traditional po
sition of Southern Baptists concerning the 
nature of Scripture are going to be able to 
camouflage their position with a lot of 
cloudy verbage. Baptists want those who 
work for us to come out very clearly and 
state what they believe about the nature of 
Scripture. This is the nub of all the con
troversy in Southern Baptist life.

We were told that the liberals would win 
in Los Angeles. We were told that they 
would win in Pittsburgh. It was supposed 
to be that conservatives could not afford 
to go in such great numbers to those cities. 
Even though the liberals made big efforts 
in both cities, they were not able to pre
vail and to work their will in the Conven
tion. Grassroots Southern Baptists are 
much more conscientious these days about 
going and participating in Convention life. 
That is the reason that the Pittsburgh Con
vention speaks volumes about the basic, 
conservative position of Southern Baptists.

REJECTION
But the Pittsburgh Convention was more 

than an affirmation of the conservative 
position; it was a rejection of all the

CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX



GRANT TOR PR CS!DC NT?
For the first time in our remembrance we 

have an announced candidate for the Presi
dency of the North Carolina Convention with 
strong politcal overtones. The Raleigh 
News And Observer has quoted Marse Grant as 
saying that he is available if North Caro
lina Baptists ’’need” him as President of 
the Convention. Grant is a political oper
ative for Jim Hunt and has been described 
by the Charlotte Observer as a ’’powerful 
ally” of Hunt. Baptist United News has in
terviewed Southern Baptists from across the 
State of North Carolina and,with unanimity, 
they have expressed skepticism about in
volving the office of President of the Bap
tist State Convention of North Carolina in 
a political "shoot out” between Jesse Helms 
and Jim Hunt. Some observers have seen a 
grand scheme emerging to deeply involve the 
Baptist State Convention in what David 
Price, has called a ”dog fight". Price is 
Executive Director of the Democratic Party 
in the State. Mrs. Richar^ Frazier of 
Roanoke Rapids has expressed her view that 
Grant orchestrated the election of R.G. 
Puckett as Editor of the Biblical Recorder, 
even over the protests of the Recorder 
Search Committee, in order that Puckett 
would be in position to use the influence 
of the Recorder against Jesse Helms in the 
upcoming election which is drawing national 
attention. This view gained credibility 
when letters sent out over Puckett’s signa
ture were discovered in which Puckett sign- 
led out Helms by name for criticism. In a 
letter sent out by Puckett in February of 
1982, Puckett charged that Senator Helms 
was a leader of "new right groups”. In a 
letter sent out in April of- 1982, Puckett 
criticised Helms for pushing a Bill which 
would allow voluntary prayer in public 
schools. In a letter sent out over Puck
ett’s signature in November of 1980 Helms 
was again singled out for criticism. In 

North Carolina Missions Offering

Hope is 
something 

you 
give... „

when it seems I I 
no one cares

that letter Puckett referred to the Ameri
cans United For Separation of Church And 
State as the ’’one national organization 
dedicated solely to defending this great 
humanistic prinicple.” In that letter, 
which as an appeal to the Humanists, Puck
ett claimed that Americans United had play
ed a "major role in defeating the prayer 
amendments and bills”. Puckett was the 
Executive Director of Americans United at 
the time.

An official of Southeastern Seminary 
has stated that Grant’s close association 
with Hunt should provide him a strong 
platform from which to run for the Presi
dency of the Convention.

Grant recently travelled with Hunt a- 
cross the State of North Carolina meeting 
with pastors and seeking the support of 
Pastors for the so-called "safe roads act”. 
Since the Bill was finally gutted of its 
most effective and pivotal provisions, many 
felt that the meetings between Hunt and 
Pastors was nothing more than window dres
sing in preparation for a big political 
campaign. Mr. Coy Privette, Executive Di
rector of the Christian Action League, has 
stated that the Bill as passed does not 
even meet qualifications for federal fund
ing.

We do not believe that the office of 
President of the State Convention or the 
Biblical Recorder should be used in a poli
tical campaign either to serve the Hunt 
forces or the Helms forces. There is like
ly to be plenty of copy coming from secular 
presses to fully acquaint North Carolina 
Baptists with the positions of both men and 
they will make up their own minds but North 
Carolina Baptists will be wise to steer 
clear of any secular political overtones in 
the election of officers. Secular politi
cal alliances will not serve the purposes 
of the Kingdom of God.

RMT

CONVENTION REPORT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE

liberal ballyhoo that dominated the pages 
of some of the State papers going into the 
Convention. There were well placed arti
cles and "guest editorials” that bascially 
depreciated the conservative position. 
There were adroit suggestions that the com
mittee on boards report should be challen
ged. The Biblical Recorder even carried a 
bitter article by Julian Cave entitled”! 
Was Bumped". Cave was not renominated for 
the Christian Life Commission because he 
had taken a position very sympathetic to 
Liquor By The Drink in 1978. We felt it 
inconsistent that a person who had taken 
such a position should be elected to the 
Christian Life Commission in view of all 
the Resolutions against Liquor By The Drink 
and alcoholic beverages in all forms which 
have been passed both in the North Carolina 
Convention and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. The Cave article was first published 
in the Recorder but it was picked up by 
some other state papers.

While no effort was made to place Mr. 
Cave back on the Christian Life Commission, 
other efforts to challenge the Committee On 
Boards Report were soundly defeated. The 
"Henny Penny” editorials of some state pa
per editors failed to stir any mutiny in 
Pittsburgh. In fact, we heard numerous re
marks to indicate that Baptists are growing 
weary of the viciousness, bias and unwar
ranted attacks by some State Paper Editors 
on the conservative position.

KANSAS CITY
While Conservatives experienced a de

cisive victory in Pittsburgh, we certainly 
cannot ignore Kansas City and take for 
granted that all will go well there. Many 
liberals perceive Kansas City as their last 
opportunity to seize control of the Presi
dency. After Kansas City the Convention 
goes to Dallas and then to Atlanta. Liber
als have little hope in those cities. Con
servatives need to be forewarned that we 
must maintain vigilance until the Lord 
comes because the liberals can take over at 
any given Convention if the conservatives 
are not there in force. We urge you to 
make plans now to carry your messengers to 
Kansas City. When your Budget is made, you 
should make sure that ample provision is 
made to get your messengers to next year’s 
Convention. It certainly is no time for 
conservative men to slumber.

RMT

HOMOSEXUAL SPEAKS 
AT

SOUTHERN SEMINARY
The Ethics Club of Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary recently had a homo
sexual speaker at its monthly meeting. The 
topic of the meeting was "Homosexuality: An 
Alternate Christian Lifestyle". Southern 
Seminary is actively supporting the efforts 
of "the Moderates" in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

TOTAL GOAL FOR 1983 
$2,750,000

J ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO BAPTISTS UNITED £ 
\ SHOULD BE SENT TO: i
I Rev. Steve Sells I
\ Hillcrest Baptist Church «

3918 Baylor Street 5
Greensboro, N.C. 27405
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HIS TV SHOWS BRAINWASH MILLIONS 
NORMAN LEAR PREACHES SECULAR RELIGION

By: Rev. Don Wildmon
The following is a reprinted article from 
the Conservative Digest by Don Wildmon who 
is a regular columnist for the Digest. 
Wildmon of Tupelo, Mississippi, has been 
active for a number of years in efforts to 
clean up American television.

Norman Lear is a co-founder of PEOPLE 
FOR THE AMERICAN WAY along with James Dunn 
who heads the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs. Baptists need to know what 
kind of company the Baptist Joint Committee 
is keeping - and they do it with tithe 
money at that.

While the media have focused much con
demnation on television ministers in the 
past few years, there has been practically 
no condemnation of the Hollywood leaders of 
social reform. The one individual who has 
used television more than any other to 
preach his doctrine does not have one of 
the well known evangelical names. He is 
Norman Lear.

The National Association of Better 
Broadcasting stated that Lear ’’talks" by 
television "to more people each week than 
any other person in history." Mr. Lear 
hired Virginia Carter, described by Esquire 
as a "fervent feminist and a passionate li
beral" , and gave her the task of working 
his favorite social issues into episodes of 
his programs. The difference between the 
preaching of Mr. Lear and other television 
ministers is only in style and substance.

Mr. Lear founded PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN 
WAY, and has mailed hundreds of thousands 
of letters asking for money to support his 
ministry. He gave several thousand dollars 
of those contributions to place a full page 
ad promoting his ministry in the March is
sue of Playboy magazine, the anti-Christian 
publication which exploits women for profit, 
promotes the use of illegal drugs and the 
pursuit of hedonism. The Playboy Founda
tion has also confirmed that it has given 
several grants, including one for $40,000, 
to PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY. Mr. Lear 
obviously supports the Playboy philosophy 
and Playboy obviously supports the goals of 
PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY.

Those responsible for network television 
are "preaching"just as much as any preacher 
in any pulpit. They are using television 
to preach their religion to the impression
able children of America. What is the re
ligion they are preaching? It is secular 
humanism. Jesus once said: "Suffer the 
little children to come to me, and forbid 
them not ..." These people do not want the 
little children to come under the influence 
of Christ. They would prefer, instead, that 
the little children adopt the secular huma
nist religion.

If you question this, I refer you to an 
epidsode of "Different Strokes", a Norman 
Lear program,which NBC aired on January 15. 
This program is one of the favorites of 
America’s children. The episode had a lady 
friend spending the weekend with Mr. Drum
mond, the father. Dad, as he is called, 
sat Arnold down and told him about adult 
relationships. The explanation was that 
while adults may be good enough friends to 
sleep together, they don’t necessarily de
sire to get married. The girl friend, Miss 
Saunders, is invited to stay. "Are you 
sure you don’t mind?" she asks. "Yea, we 
understand. We’re all adults here," Arnold 
replied.

What are the basic tenets of secular 
humanism? Let me take them directly from 

the documents Humanist Manifesto I and II, 
"bible" of the secular humanist. (1) Reli
gious humanists regard the universe as 
self-existing and not created. (2) Human
ism believes that man is a part of nature 
and that he has emerged as the result of a 
continuous process. (3) Humanism asserts 
that the nature of the universe depicted 
by modern science makes unacceptable any 
supernatural or cosmic guarantees of human 
values. (4) Humanists are firmly convinced 
that existing acquisitve and profit-moti
vated society has shown itself to be in
adequate and that a radical change in 
methods, controlsand motives must be in
stituted.

"(5) We find insufficient evidence for 
belief in the existence of a supernatural: 
it is either meaningless or irrelevant to 
the question of the survival and fulfill
ment of the human race... no diety will 
save us; we must save ourselves. (6) Prom
ises of immortal salvation or fear of eter
nal damnation are both illusory and harm
ful. (7) Ethics is autonomous and situa
tional, needing no theological or ideologi
cal sanction.

"(8) In the area of sexuality, we be
lieve that intolerant attitudes, often cul
tivated by orthodox religions and puritani
cal cultures, unduly repress sexual con
duct. While we do not approve of exploi
tive, denigrating forms of sexual expres
sion, neither do we wish to prohibit,by law 
or social sanction, sexual behavior be
tween consenting adults. The right to.... 
abortion ... should be recognized. (9) To 
enhance freedom and dignity the individual 
must experience a full range of civil lib
erties in all societies. This includes...', 
a recognition of an individual’s right to 
die with dignity, euthanasia, and the right 
to suicide.

"(10) We look to the development of a 
system of world law and a world order based 
on transnational federal government. (11) 
Humanists ... believe that traditional 
theism, especially faith in the prayer
hearing God, assumed to love and care for 
persons, to hear and understand their pray
ers, and to be able to do something about 
them, is an unproved and outmoded faith. 
Salvationism, based in mere affirmation, 
still appears as harmful, divesting people 
with false hopes of heaven hereafter. 
Reasonable minds must look to other means 
for survival."

When one takes a long, hard look at 
network television, it is quite clear that 
traditional Christian values take a real 
beating. In light of the recent Lichter and 
Rothman report, concerning the Hollywood 
and network elite responsible for our en
tertainment, it isn’t too difficult to un
derstand why. Two-thirds of the people 
interviewed by Lichter and Rothman 
admitted that they should use television 
entertainment programs to promote their de
sired social changes. That, my friend, is 
preaching. Whether or not those who are 
responsible for television programs call 
themselves secular humanists or not, their 
programs confirm the secular humanist view
point. There may be fine points on which 
the message does not conform to the secular 
humanist religion, but taken as a whole it 
basically confirms the tenets of that God
less religion.

Rev. Don Wildmon
Tupelo, Mississippi

COMMITTEE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE

President Reagan’s announcement of support 
for the Prayer Amendment as "despicable de
magoguery"

It has also been revealed that James 
Dunn is a co-founder and Director of People 
For The American Way along with Norman Lear. 
Norman Lear was the producer of a number of . 
filthy television programs which were of
fensive to Christians and has been describ
ed as one of the principal producers of 
television filth.

Many Southern Baptists just are not com
fortable with the company being kept by 
some members who serve on the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs. They are con
cerned about the leftward lurch of the Com
mittee. They are concerned that the Com
mittee has failed to significatnly address 
the anti-Christian posture that is develop
ing in many governmental institutions. They 
are concerned that "the new interpretation" 
of the First Amendment which advocates 
that tax exemption is tax subsidy is not 
being forcefully challenged by the Baptist 
Joint Committee. They know that the power 
to tax is the power to destroy. They are 
also aware that if the IRS could deny tax 
exemption to Bob Jones University they can 
deny tax exemption to Baptist Churches all 
across the Southern Baptist Convention and 
there are many radicals advocating that tax 
exemption to churches be denied. Southern 
Baptists have a lot at stake in the current 
struggle and the people who are supposed 
to be carrying our banner are not doing an 
effective job. This is the reason for the 
controversy that is swirling around the 
Baptist Joint Committee.

Now, with the revelation of a fraudu
lent attempt to smear a good man who was 
elected to that Committee by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, we predict that the 
Baptist Joint Committee has a short time to 
shape up or else the Southern Baptist Con
vention, in all liklihood, will discontinue 
participation in that Committee.

RMT

Per Capita Giving
Southern Baptists’ offering plate con- 

tributions totaled $2,919,507,2^5 in 1982. 
The Foreign Mission Board received 
$110,185,000 or 3.7 percent of these con
tributions.

Cooperative Program receipts by the 
Foreign Mission Board were up 17*63 percent 
in 1982 and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
receipts were up 1U.70 percent.

'• Southern Baptists contributed $8 each to 
foreign missions last year, but along with 
other Americans spent $97 per person on 
soap and cleaning supplies. If each per
son increases gj.ving to foreign missions 12 
times, he will give approximately as much 
to foreign missions as he spends on clean
liness.

The increase would go a long way toward 
cleaning up the world.

--  Copied from THE BAPTIST PROGRAM

IN DISCIPLESHIP
DEVELOPING 
BELIEVERS 

1983-84
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LOWDERS TO SERVE JAIL TIME IN 
NUCLEAR PROTEST ARREST

SAN FRANCISCO (BP) ——

Jim and Rose Ann Lowder will return to 
Alameda County Jail in late August to serve 
six days assessed after their arrest during 
a nuclear protest outside the Livermore 
Research Laboratory.

The Lowders, missionaries jointly ap
pointed by the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board and the Southern Baptist General 
Convention of California, were arrested 
June 20 along with nine other members of 
Delores Street Baptist Church in San Fran
cisco, where Lowder is pastor.

More than 1,000 protesters were arrested 
and charged with obstructing traffic after 
they sat down on a county road leading to 
the Livermore plant, site of much of the 
United States' nuclear weapons research. 
When arrested, the 11 Delores Street church 
members gave their individual names as 
"Southern Baptist Convention" to emphasize 
that their Southern Baptist heritage of 
peace and justice influenced them to parti
cipate in the civil disobedience.

Lowder said the civil disobedience was 
not taken without "thinking about it a 
long time. It reflects the seriousness of 
our commitment to this (anit-nuclear) is
sue," and with a realization it could 
jeoparadize his continued employment with 
'he Home Mission Board, which pays 43 per

cent of his salary.
Home Mission Board administrators say 

hey have received some negative response 
ailing for the Lowders' resignation. Cri

ticism has focused on the fact the couple 
broke the law.

As employees of a national'agency, the 
owders' actions reflect on that agency, 

administrators explained, adding that the 
couple's action in no way represents the 
position of the Home Mission Board on the 
nuclear issue. The Board has taken no 
position, they explain.

Despite the calls for resignation, Home 
Mission Board Vice President of Missions 
Gerald Palmer indicated the Lowders have 
not been dismissed. He said the "persons 
responsible for administration at the Home 
ission Board have taken action appropriate 

to the situation but such personnel matters 
are privileged information."

Palmer declined to elaborate on what 
action appropriate to the situation" might 

mean.
Lowder told Baptist Press that "as far 

as I know nothing has changed. I have not 
eceived any kind of reprimand. I am still 

employed by the Home Mission Board, still 
pastor of Delores Street Baptist Church."

He said he has received no negative re
sponse from his action, but in fact has 
received supportive letters from churches 
in six states, and an offer of bail money 
from an individual.

He added he is aware "some of the people 
at the Board are very concerned about my 
action. I am not sure they understand or 
are in agreement with this.However, I have 
tried to emphasize all along that this is 

individual action, which in no way re
sented the Heme Mission Board, the Sou- 
rn Baptist Convention or Delores Street 
tist Church.'
ie said he felt : "needed to de this as 

an act of const c . It was.an individual
ion, but I as much a p-a of my

ministry as anyn f I do. It i working
ard the same s working in emer
cy shelter ci viding emerge food.

now, but I am not giving up the struggle."
He said plans include holding monthly 

worship services on the public thoroughfare 
at the Livermore plant, which will not in
clude disobeying the law.

Delores Street Baptist Church member 
Jane Medema, wife of singer Ken Medema,also 
was arrested in the protest. She told Bap
tist Press the "affinity group" at Delores 
Street church is "looking for different — 
and hopefully better -- ways to make a 
statement opposing arms production and re
search. As for the blockade,, I would rather 
do something else. It is not fun and it is 
uncomfortable.

"Blockading is only a part of the total 
effort, but it is a way to call attention 
to an issue. Civil disobedience is the 
lesser of evils. Doing nothing is the 
greater evil. Anyway the law we broke did 
not destroy property or hurt people. The 
law we broke at its very worst only delayed 
people from reaching work" she added.

PILAND RETURNS TO 
S.S. BOARD

There was joy abounding on last Tuesday 
Morning, August 16 at the Ridgecrest Con
ference Center as Dr. Ralph McIntyre of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board presented the 
name of Harry Piland to return to the Sun
day School Board as Director of the Sunday 
School Department. Dr. Piland has Been 
known as "Mr. Sunday School”and he received 
a standing ovation from the Trustees of the 
Board upon his election. His election was 
unanimous and enthusiastic.

Dr. Piland had resigned at the Sunday 
School Board and returned to the First Bap
tist Church of Houston, Texas a few months 
ago Because of his intense love for the 
local church. He stated that as time pas
sed he came to realize that he had gotten 
out of the will of God and that he should 
have remained at the Sunday School Board 
where the Lord wanted him. He stated that 
he was miserable while he was out of the 
will of the Lord and that it was a diffi
cult thing to face up to the fact that he 
had gotten out of the Lord’s will and re
turned to his old job at the Sunday School 
Board. He stated that he felt that he had 
left an unfinished task behind and that he 
was coming back to finish the task that the 
Lord had laid upon him.

It was Dr. Piland who had challenged 
Southern Baptists to reach 8.5 million 
people in Sunday School by 1985. He laun
ched the program that we now call 8.5 x ’'85- 
Sunday School . enrollment now stands at an 
all time high in the Southern Baptist Con
vention and there was a great deal of re
joicing over this fact. The return of Dr. 
Piland to the Sunday School Board fills a 
great void that was left at the Board when 
he resigned a few months ago. His leaving 
seemed to have cast a mantle of "despair o- 
ver the Sunday School Department and his 
return has lifted that despair. Southern 
Baptists can be grateful to God that this 
great man of Sunday School work among us 
has returned to his post.
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If I do not speak out against the arms race, 
I will not be dealing with the whole prob
lem. "

Lowder said the decision to participate 
in civil disobedience was "very difficult," 
particularly since he has never been arres
ted for anything. He read about civil dis
obedience, talked with those who participa
ted in such efforts as the civil rights 
movement and the peace movement, and did a 
lot of praying about it."

"Civil disobedience is a way of social 
change and an expression of conscience. I 
have been involved in other (anti-nuclear) 
efforts, but out of my conviction and my 
frustrations, I felt I would have to do 
something which would say symbolically how 
strongly I feel. I would have to allow my 
life to be disrupted...put my life on the 
line," he said.

He said he was aware he was risking his 
continued employment, but "not how great a 
risk it was," and added: "Anytime you take 
a stand that is going to be controversial 
when you are employed by a denomination, 
it is a risk."

The protest and subsequent actions by 
Alameda County Judge John Lewis drew natio
nal media attention. Lewis took a hard line 
against the protestors, offering only two- 
year probationary sentences and $300 to 
$500 fines if demonstrators pleaded no con
test to the charges. He also declined to 
reduce bail figures (which ranged from 
$500 to $1,000 per person) and denied them 
release on their own recognizance.

The California Supreme Court overruled 
Lewis and toned down the harsh sentences.

Lowder told Baptist Press that an offer 
was made July 29 "which we felt was accep
table. It was for time served plus eight 
more days, which in California would be six 
actual days in Jail, or for time served 
plus a fine of $240.

The pastor served 11 days in a tent city 
jail after his arrest, an action he said he 
took because "we felt as many as possible 
should stay in jail to give us a stronger 
position of negotiating a reduction of sen
tences, which we felt were unduly harsh."

While some of the demonstrators will pay 
the $240 fine, the Lowders have opted to 
return to jail to serve out the time rather 
than pay the fine.

"We felt it was an awful lot of money 
for us to pay. For the two of us it would 
have been $480. That is one reason we de
cided to serve the time," Lowder told Bap
tist Press. "Also, from the beginning we 
decided not to pay a fine. We felt we had 
committed civil disobedience and were pre
pared to pay for the consequences by giving 
our time.

"We are prepared to serve the time. The 
jail time also is symbolic. We want to 
say to our government, 'You can continue to 
build nuclear weapons, but you cannot do so 
without putting American citizens in jail."

Because they have two small foster chil
dren -- ages 2 and 1 -- the Lowders will 
"take turns" in going to jail. She will 
report on August 15, and he will report 
August 21.

After the jail term, Lowder said he will 
continue his anti-nuclear work. As to 
whether they will include civil dis
obedient the pastor said: "I don't know. 
I would have to weigh the consequences of 
each action. At this point there are no 
plans, but that does not mean I would not 
do it ar; m. Perhaps the. risk is greater
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