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GLASS APPOINTS HIMSELF
to Unbalanced search committee

General Board President Ernest W. Glass 
has appointed himself to an unbalanced and 
lopsided Search Committee to find a candi
date to succeed Cecil Ray as General Secre
tary Treasurer of the Baptist State Conven
tion of North Carolina. The Committee, 
very heavily weighted in favor of the lib
eral viewpoint,is unrepresentative of North 
Carolina Baptists. Less than one-third of 
the Committee members are known to be con
servative. Of course, it is predictable 
that all of the members of the Committee 
will attempt to pawn themselves off on 
North Carolina Baptists as "conservative" 
because it is becoming increasingly appar
ent that the vast majority of North Caro
lina Baptists are conservative people. 
Predictably, the liberal majority on the 
Committee will listen graciously and pa
tiently to the few conservatives that are 
on the Committee. They will likely give 
"every consideration" to the conservative 
suggestions before they say no. This is a 
tactic that we have seen in operation time' 
and time again from some of the members 
who are serving on the Committee.

General Board President Ernest Glass, 
himself, has opposed causes about which 
conservatives are very concerned. Among 
his latest efforts was an all out drive to 
cut off Convention support for the Chris
tian Action League of North Carolina. The 
Christian Action League had received finan
cial assistance from the Budget of the 
Baptist State Convention for many, many 
years. It has been a major force in steal
ing the floodtide of beverage alcohol, 
drugs and pornography in the State of North 
Carolina.Even operating on a "shoe string" 
budget, the CAL has been enormously affec
tive and has had the ear of the State Legi
slature for years. It is the major voice 
in Raleigh for moral concerns of Christians 
across the State and led the State to a 
smashing defeat of a Statewide referendum 
on Liquor By The Drink in 1973.

The efforts of Glass and other liberals 
to cut off support of the Christian Action 
League was halted only after a "floor 
fight" at the 1981 Convention.

We have served on Committees with some 
who are on the Search Committee and we can 
testify from first hand experience that 
they have never been able to receive one 
single solitary conservative suggestion-and 
that most of them are out of touch with 
grassroots North Carolina Baptist people.
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Our next leader should be a person who 
has travelled the State of North Carolina 
extensively and who knows North Carolina 
Baptists. He needs to be a man whom North 
Carolina Baptists know well. He should be

a man whose position on Baptist Doctrine receiving the majority of the votes cast 
and the Bible is well known. He should be shall be declard elected".
a person who has taken a very open and So, the next General Secretary will 
understandable position. He should be a either be elected upon recommendation from 
person in whom North Carolina Baptists have the General Board or from the floor. The
already manifested their confidence and way the Committee functions will determine
trust. He should be a person who is a which of these processes will bring to us
leader and not simply a paper shuffling our next leader.The Constitution provides
administrator. He should be a person who that a successor cannot be named until the
has demonstrated a willingness to get out vacancy occurs. The office will not be
across the State and meet Baptist people vacant until the First of January. So, it
rather than spend his time in a swivel is not possible that a candidate can be
chair in Raleigh. Bold Missions cannot be brought to this Convention unless Secretary 
accomplished sitting behind a mahogany desk 
in a plush bottomed swivel chair. He should 
be a person who is hot aloof but who has 
time to sit down and talk to the pastors of 
this State - to hear their views and under
stand their concerns. Moreover, he needs 
to be a person who can talk to all the pas
tors of the State and not just the little 
handful who occupy what some consider to
be the "prestigious pulpits. He.ShOuldbfi it is going to be exceedingly important 
a man whose convictions are in step with that all the conservative men in the State 
the vast majority of North Carolina make their way to Greensboro for the Bap- 
Baptists concerning doctrine and moral is- tist State Convention November 14 - 16. It 
sues. He should be a person who has de- important to remember that the election 
monstrated a genuine concern for evange- of officers will come on Tuesday Morning, 
lism, church growth and the development of in past years, the election of officers has 
a strong, healthy church organization such come on Tuesday Afternoon. Sometimes Mes
as the Sunday School! He should be a rea- sengers delay their arrival at the Conven- 
sonable person who can keep things in pro- tion until Tuesday Morning. Messengers 
per perspective and who is not greedy.of who do so this year are in danger of miss- 
"filthy lucre". Baptists are getting dis- ing the most important business of the Con- 
turbed about some of the exorbitant salar- vention — the election of a new President, 
ies that are being paid Baptist Executives jjg urge you to arrive on Monday,at least,so 
while many local pastors are living on yOU will be there and registered - ready to 
starvation wages. It should be noted that vote on Tuesday Morning. We also urge that 
it is not our task to select a leader who yOU have your full number of messengers, 
pleases the employees in the Baptist Buil- They must be elected by the Church. Your 
ding. Our first concern is to select a Associational Office has registration 
leader who can identify with North Carolina cards. The Constitution provides that "The 
Baptists. We are receiving reports that Convention shall be composed of (l)two mes- 
there is entirely too much activity in the sengers from each co-operating church, and 
Baptist Building for the selection of our one additional messenger from each church 
next Leader. Those people only represent for every hundred members or major fraction 
a small handful of Baptist people and that thereof beyond the firstone hundred members 
group is constantly changing. We are look- provided, that no church shall be entitled 
ing for a leader for North Carolina Bap- to more than ten messengers."
tists who can not only identify with them it is also imperative that conservative 
but inspire them and lead them at the gras- men stay right on through until the end of
sroots level. The make up of the Search the Convention on Wednesday afternoon. It
Committee does not encourage us that this may mean securing a supply for your pulpit
Committee will bring such a candidate to on Wednesday night but it is important. It
the Convention. is often on Wednesday afternoon when so

many Messengers have left the Convention 
ELECTION that radical, liberal resolutions are pas

sed. Elsewhere in this paper, we are dis- 
Article VI of the Constitution (Page 46 cussing some of the radical resolutions 

of the 1982 Annual) provides that the Gen- that will be brought to the Convention. We 
eral Board "shall nominate a man to the have a good Resolutions Committee this year 
Convention to fill this office". It also hut that doesn't mean that the Resolutions 
states that "opportunity shOAitig^V^R^tO,-g^npt be amended on the floor of the Con- 
receive additional nominations from: the'. such away that meanings are
floor of the Convention" and that',';the "man (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)



EDITORIAL .by ROBERT M. TENERY

BIBLICAL RECORDER

BLACK BAPTIST
LEADER SAYS: 

"HUNT MEDDLED IN 
CONVENTION VOTING"

ATTACK
We expected the Biblical Recorder to un

leash a vicious and villifying attack upon 
conservatives before the annual Convention. 
It came in an Editorial appearing in the 
October 29 issue. It has become a way of 
life. It is not a new policy at the Recor- 
der. As expected, the Recorder endorsed 
certain men and spoke glowingly of them but 
condemned conservative men. Those who have 
voted for conservative Henderson Belk in 
the past were referred to as an "element"in 
the State. There was a deliberate effort in 
the Editorial to stigmitize Sam Currin even 
though he is not a candidate for office and
will not be nominated. The Editorial in
sisted that he would be supported by the 
same "element" as supports Belk. While the 
Editorial spoke disparagingly of Belk and 
Currin, it spoke in glowing terms about its 
favorite candidates. Marse Grant was re
ferred to as "popular across the State".

POLITICS
In a very vicious attack, the Recorder 

charged that the supporters of Belk and 
Currin have introduced "secular politics" 
into the election of a Convention President 
by charging that Marse Grant is a political 
operative of Governor Jim Hunt. Strangely 
enough, there was no denial that Grant is a 
political operative of Jim Hunt and it is 
patently false that conservative men have 
introduced the issue into the election of 
a President. It was the Charlotte Observer, 
largest and most prestigious newspaper in 
North Carolina, which described Marse Grant 
as a "powerful ally" of Jim Hunt. This was 
done months ago. Baptists United News only 
reported what they said. It was an offi
cial of Southeastern Seminary(Jerry Noswin
ger) who stated to the Raleigh News And Ob
server (June 27, 1983) that Grant’s support 
for Hunt would make him an attractive can
didate for election to the Presidency of 
the Convention. The administration of Sou
theastern Seminary could hardly be identi
fied with the conservative camp. Baptists 
United News simply reported what was said.

HILARIOUS
It borders on the hilarious that those 

who voted for Henderson Belk are identified 
with Jesse He1ms.Since Henderson Belk is a 
"dyed in the wool" Democrat it is hardly 
thinkable that his election as President of 
the Convention could in any way benefit 
Jesse Helms. But in his blind fury, the 
Editor of the Recorder has tried to link 
the election of Henderson Belk with Jesse 
Helms. Because Sam Currin was once a Sen
ate Aide to Helms we suppose that in the 
distorted view of the Recorder, that con
demns Currin forever. Now, of course, that 
probably doesn’t make any sense to the rea
der, but then making sense was not the pur
pose of the villifying Editorial. The pur
pose of the Editorial was to swing an elec
tion at the Baptist State Convention.

EVIDENCE?
The most ridiculous line in the Editor

ial was the Editor’s wild and mindless 
charge that there is "indisputable evidence 
that this group (supporters of Belk and

HU-

Currin) has already tried to influence Bap
tist life for its secular political advan
tage." Now, those people who have voted 
for Henderson Belk number into the thou
sands. Editor Puckett is saying that they 
have done so for secular political reasons. 
Let him produce the "indisputable" evi
dence that he is talking about. The fact 
is that he can’t because there is none. It 
has been documented, however, that Editor 
Puckett has written , letters in the past 
which attacked Jesse Helms by name. Bap
tists United News has documented those let
ters and published the documentation in the
August 19 issue. Three of them were writ
ten'. in November of 1980, February of 1982, 
and April, 1982. We have copies of those 
letters in our possession. Another bit of 
indisputable evidence is that Marse Grant 
is a political operative for Jim Hunt. This 
has been picked up repeatedly from the se
cular press. Now we have a Resolution that 
is being brought to the Convention in this 
strategic year which is obviously designed 
to positionize the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina against Jesse Helms on 
the issue of voluntary prayer in public 
schools. All of this is out in the open 
but there is not one shred of evidence that 
friends of Henderson Belk or Sam Currin 
have done anything whatever in Baptist life 
to support any political candidate. In fact 
the August 19 issue of Baptists United News 
took the position that partisan politics 
should be kept completely out of denomina
tional life.

It seems that the Editor could not re
sist a few parting pious phrases. He had 
built a "straw man" and said that such was 
an "abomination to the Lord". He is appar
ently afraid that others are as politically 
motivated as he has demonstrated himself to 
be. Of course, the Bible lists seven dead
ly sins and calls them an abomination but 
the election of a conservative president 
of the Convention doesn’t appear in the 
list. Among those things appearing in the 
list as an abomination to the Lord are "a 
lying tongue" and "a heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations". We would like to 
suggest that the Editor read Proverbs 6: 
16-19 very carefully.
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changed completely. That is the reason 
that conservative men need to stay in the 
Convention Hall until the end of the Con
vention. This is probably the most impor
tant and most critical convention in recent 
years. The person elected President in 
Greensboro will be in office when a new 
General Secretary is selected. It is im
portant that we have a good, conservative 
President during this time of transition. 
There will likely be some very close votes. 
Some important decisions may be decided by 
a small handful of votes. That is the rea
son that it is so important that everyone 
be present for the Convention.

The above headlines appeared in the Ra
leigh News And Observer on Friday, October 
29, 1982 just after the meeting of the 
General Baptist State Convention last year. 
They were ominous then and'they are ominous 
now. The article by Staff Writer John Rob
inson quoted Rev. E.B. Turner as saying, 
”1 resent Governor Hunt’s role in my elec
tion. He came here yesterday and his aide, 
Ben Ruffin, went to Preachers telling them 
not to vote for me. I deplore that the 
Governor put himself into the election of 
officers.” Reverend Turner, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Lumberton (Black), 
was elected in a runoff election in which 
he defeated Rev. J.T. Humphries, Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church West in Charlotte,
333 - 268. Ruffin had accompanied Governor 
Hunt to the Convention in order to present 
a pewter plate to the Rev. J.R. Manley of 
Chapel Hill, the outgoing President and the 
Hunt appointee to the Employment Security 
Commission.

After his election, Rev. Turner stated 
that he did not see the Convention as a 
political organization and that the work of 
the Convention is not for the governmental 
leaders of the State, with the Democratic 
or the Republican Party. He said, "This is 
a spiritual organization. This is a reli
gious organization. Our work is for Jesus 
Christ and to witness for Him across this 
State."

This is the very kind of political acti
vity that Baptists United has consistently 
opposed and we oppose it now. Bringing 
partisan politics into Convention life can 
be the most devastating thing that we have 
seen yet. Baptists United Mews has opposed 
this because there is clear, hard, solid, 
evidence that the liberal faction in our 
Convention is trying to manipulate the 
election of officers at the upcoming Con
vention for political purposes. , We have 
read it in black and white and it is the 
confession of some of the liberal leaders. 
Now, liberal leaders who have been caught 
with their "hand in the cookie jar" are 
trying to play the childish game of "so are 
you". But we believe that North Carolina 
Baptists are too intelligent to buy it. 
Let's go to Greensboro and support good, 
non-pol‘itical candidates!

The Prayer Amendment
The Voluntary Prayer Amendment has been 

maligned, misrepresented and mis-stated 
time and time again. It is time for you to 
know exactly what the Prayer Amendment says. 
Here is the Prayer Amendment verbatim and 
exact:

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be 
construed to prohibit individual dr 
group prayer in public schools or 
other public institutions. No person 
shall be required by the United 
States or by any state to participate 
in prayer. Neither the United States 
nor any State shall compose the words 
of any prayer to be said in the pub
lic schools."
That is as clear as anything can be. It 

specifically forbids state mandated prayer. 
It is clear with any intelligent and "open- 
minded reading of the Amendment that the 
Amendment makes prayer strictly voluntary. 
Now,when you hear all the false propaganda, 
you will know the truth.
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CONVENTION APPROVAL SOUGHT
FOR ORDINATION OF

The Baptist State Convention, meeting 
in Greensboro, November 14 - 16 will be as
ked to endorse the ordination of women to 
the gospel Ministry. The Resolution was 
submitted by "Rev." Linda Stack Morgan on 
October 10. A note of explanation accom
panying the Resolution stated that the Re
solution was "edited, adopted, and endorsed 
by the Southern Baptists For The Family and 
Equal Rights of North Carolina in their 
second major conference, Caraway Conference 
Center, Asheboro, N.C., Saturday, March 5, 
1983; to be presented at a meeting of Women 
in Ministry in Louisville, Kentucky, March 
20 - 21, 1983."

In a cover letter accompanying the Reso
lution, Ms Morgan stated that those invol
ved in the March 5 "Workshop" had offered 
suggestions and that those suggestions came 
from persons including the wife of a Direc
tor of Missions, a Bible scholar, a Pastor, 
a woman who has served as Chairperson of 
Deacons in her church, a college professor, 
and a woman who is Moderator of her Associ
ation, a church secretary, a Missionary 
Emeritus, and one currently under appoint
ment as a "Journeyperson" to Africa.

The Body of the Resolution urges the 
Messengers to "educate ourselves (as though 
we are uneducated) to the unique and ur
gent needs particularly of women, every
where in the Church, as well as the needs 
of men in the family entire in face of the 
draining evils of sexism and.discrimination 
in our society."

The section of the Resolution that is 
particularly offensive to many Baptists in 
North Carolina (if not most) is the section 
asking that we "commit ourselves to undi
minished support of the commitment, educa
tion, ORDINATION and employment of women in 
every dimension of the work of the people 
of faith who are Southern Baptists."

It is hard to understand why a small 
group of people from the radical left want 
to introduce this kind of tension into our 
Convention. Some of the same people who 
will cry for "peace and harmony" will de
liberately introduce things into the life 
of the Convention that will cause tensions. 
The North Carolina Convention has gotten a- 
long well without this kind of problem for 
over 150 years. Traditionally, the matter 
of ordination has been a matter that has 
been left in the hands of the local church 
in Baptist life. Conventions have not 
dared to try to instruct Churches or to 
even urge them toward any position con
cerning ordination. Now, some of the very 
people who have maintained that pure doc
trine is not the business of the Convention 
want to introduce this kind of tension con
cerning ordination. They are attempting to 
force thousands upon thousands of North 
Carolina Baptists who do not believe in the 
ordination of women into a position of be
ing associated with the practice or ordain
ing women even though that position is un
conscionable to them.

Of course, if such a Resolution passes 
it will be used to force women into the 
Pulpits of this State. It is nothing more 
than another push by the fanatical feminist 
movement in their efforts to manipulate the 
Convention.,for their own purposes and ends.

It is clear that the overwhelming major- 
tiy of Baptist Churches in North Carolina 
recognize the proper place and service of 
women. This writer is Pastor of a North 
Carolina Baptist Church which has more wo

men than men elected to offices in the 
Church. They serve as Department Direc
tors. They serve as Sunday School Teach
ers. They head auxiliary organizations of 
the Church and they serve on the various 
Committees of the Church. In fact, some 
women serve as General Officers of the 
Church but they do not serve in the office 
of Pastor or Deacon and the Church does not 
ordain women either to the office of Deacon 
or to the Gospel Ministry. There is no 
discrimination involved. There is no' "sex
ist" attitudes. There is a very wholesome 
attitude. But, many Baptists across North 
Carolina who believe as we believe are sim
ply tired of being branded as practicing 
"sexism" or "discrimination"because we ad
here to the New Testament teachings con
cerning ordination.

The ordination of women is not Biblical. 
Women were not ordained to the Priesthood 
in the Old Testament. They were not or
dained to the ministry in the New Testament 
or to the office of Deacon. There is no 
New Testament precedent for the ordination 
of women. None of the disciples of Jesus 
were women and none of the Apostles were 
women. There is no record of any New Tes
tament Church with a woman pastor. The 
description of Phoebe in Romans 16: 1 even 
in "TODAY’S ENGLISH VERSION" of the New 
Testament does not describe Phoebe as a 
Deaconness. It simply refers to her as one 
who "serves the Church at Cenchrea". The 
term Diakonon which is used to describe her 
is not a reference to the New Testament of
fice. It is contained in an adjective cl
ause.

The quotation from the prophecy of Joel 
appearing in Acts 2: 17 does not even hint 
that women should be ordained. As we all 
know, the term "prophesy" was a very broad 
ranging term that included many things. 
The teaching of a Sunday School teacher can 
rightly be described as prophesying. The 
word literally means to "tell forth" or to 
"speak forth".

The passage of this Resolution will be 
the most divisive and harmful thing that 
has come to the Convention in many a year. 
It will likely cause many conservative pas
tors and churches to re-examine their sup
port for Convention causes and their rela
tionship to the Convention. We may as 
well face the fact that people are not go
ing to be crowded and pushed into positions 
which they abhor and they are not going to 
be pushed into the position of supporting 
things that are unconscionable to them;.

This resolution bodes nothing but divi
sion and acrimony. It will spark bitter 
debate. It can accomplish no good. It can 
only bring harm. It is time for the femi
nists and their supporters to quit trying 
to warp and twist the Scripture. It is 
time to quit trying to rewrite the Scrip
ture. The Scripture does not support their 
cause. The Scriptureg holds high and noble 
callings for women as teachers and workers 
in the New Testament Church but it does not 
admit women to the ordained offices. Rad,i7 
cal feminism is not only attempting to wa¥p 
and twist certain passages of Scriptures 
about women but even to re-write the Scrip
tures and delete all references to God as 
"He. and to Jesus Christ. God’s Son as "He". 
The National Council of Churches has already 
produced a new lectionary which supposedly 
purges the Scriptures of "male-biased" re
ferences. The October 15 issue of the Ra
leigh News and Observer quotes Dr. John
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Lewis as saying he "doesn’t object to elim
inating male-biased language as long as it 
doesn’t result in Scriptural distortion".Dr. 
Lewis is a member of the Resolutions Commit
tee of the Baptist State Convention. The 
Resolution on ordination of women is 
only the tip of the ice berg. It is our 
prayer and our hope that the Resolutions 
Committee will have the wisdom and good 
judgment to reject this resolution as be
ing unBiblical and without historical pre
cedent in Baptist life.

RMT

WIGGINS TO BE 
NOMINATED

Baptists United News has learned that 
Dr. Norman A. Wiggins, the very popular and 
conservative Presdient of Campbell Univer
sity is going to be nominated for the Pre
sidency of the Baptist State Convention. 
Dr. Wiggins, a long time favorite of con
servative men, is very highly regarded for 
his outstanding work at Campbell University 
and is viewed as a very able and inspiring 
leader of men. His friendly and gracious 
manner has endeared him to North Carolina 
Baptists from Murphy to Manteo. Conserva
tive men across the State have expressed 
their enthusiasm and excitement about the 
possibility of Dr. Wiggins becoming Presi
dent of the Convention. He is perceived as 
one who is imminently qualified for the 
position because of his vast experience in 
Denominational life. He is also viewed as 
a, firm but gracious leader.

Dr. Wiggins was nominated by Dr. Forrest 
Feezor two years ago but he withdrew :< his 
name when it was implied to the Convention 
that an institutional head was not eligible 
to serve as President. Of course, that im
plication was entirely erroneous.The Cons
titution simply states that "no one who is 
employed by any institution or agency of 
the Convention, whether the salary be total 
or supplemental, shall be eligible for mem
bership on the General Board except as an 
ex-officio member (Page 48, Baptist State 
Convention Annual, 1982). The Bylaws state 
that the President "shall also serve ex-of- 
ficio as a voting member of the General 
Board and its Executive Committee". His
torically, this has not been a problem as 
such institutional heads as I.G. Greer(1943) 
who headed the Children’s Home and J.C. Ca- 
nipe (1956-57) who headed the Fruitland Bi
ble Institute have served as Presidents of 
the Convention. Many Pastors feel that it 
is time for this recognition to go to an
other institutional head who has served Ba
ptists faithfully and well*

It is doubtful that a case could be made 
that a College President’s salary is subsi
dized by Convention funds. The 'subsidy 
goes to the College and the President’s 
salary is actually paid by the College. 
Moreover, the Constitution plainly states 
that even one receiving subsidy from Con
vention funds can serve as an ex-officio 
member and that is exactly the capacity in 
which the President serves so there is no 
conflict whatever.

Other able conservative leaders who are 
being prominently mentioned for the Vice- 
presidential slots are Mr. Bill Poe, Presi
dent of Baptist Men and a Charlotte Attor
ney. Mr. Poe is well known across the State

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR



ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO DRAG THE BAPTIST 
STATE CONVENTION INTO PARTISAN POLITICS

A proposed Resolution on the Voluntary 
Prayer Amendment has now been submitted to 
the Committee on Resolutions of the Baptist 
State Convention which is nothing more than 
another attempt to drag the Baptist State 
Convention into partisan politics by posi- 
tionizing the Convention against Senator 
Jesse Helms. The Resolution, submitted by 
Luther G. Brewer of Cary, takes several 
fallacious positions.

First, the Resolution cites the recent 
Resolution passed at the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Pittsburgh in support of its 
position. We believe that it is time to 
quit falsifying the Pittsburgh Resolution. 
It's time for decency and honesty about the 
Resolution. The Chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee made it clear as he brought the 
Resolution to the Convention that the Re
solution was not in opposition to the Re
solution in support of voluntary school 
prayer which was passed in 1982. The mes
sengers voted for the Pittsburgh Resolution 
on the basis of that information. It is 
pure dishonesty and falsehood to now claim 
that the resolution nullified or replaced 
the 1982 Resolution passed in New Orleans.

Again, the Resolution flasely contends 
that the proposed amendment on prayer,"even 
in the revised form does not settle the ma
tter of required prayers..." That is 
nonsense. Any fair, knowledgable and rea
sonable reading of the Voluntary Prayer A- 
mendment makes it clear that the Amendment 
specifically forbids the composing of 
prayers by Government. Even President 
Jimmy Draper of the Southern Baptist Con
vention who once had reservations about the
Prayer Amendment because he feared that it 
would allow state authored prayers now has 
come out clearly and emphatically in favor 
of the voluntary prayer amendment and has 
made it clear that his reservations about 
the amendment have been satisfied with the 
clarifying phrase "forbidding government 
authored prayers". Draper contends that 
there have been so many denials of the 
right of free exercise of religion, on a 
voluntary basis, that the matter must be 
addressed.

Case after case has been 
sighted in which the free exercise of re
ligion on a voluntary basis has been denied 
in schools and on state premises, even 
though the devotions or prayers were stric
tly on a voluntary basis. In fact, the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
which has been silent on the issue of free 
exercise for some time has now entered in
to a case supporting the free exercise of 
religion because they have sensed that 
Southern Baptist people are extremely un
happy with the secular humanist drift of 
our Nation and our people are demand
ing that the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs address this problem.

The 1982 Southern Baptist Convention and 
the 1982 North Carolina Baptist Convention 
addressed specifically the matter of the 
proposed Prayer Amendment and Voluntary 
Prayer. Those are the only Resolutions 
that have specifically addressed the Prayer 
Amendment. The Pittsburgh' Resolution did 
not specifically address the Amendment. 
There is no need to do it again in this 
year with a partisan political election 
looming which, political observers say, 
promises to be a "dog fight". The Resolu
tion is even self contradictory. In one 
section the Resolution resolves that "we 
reaffirm our belief in voluntary prayer..." 

and then the next section states that "we 
record our’ opposition to the proposed 
Prayer Amendment..." and the Prayer Amend
ment is strictly an' amendment supporting 
voluntary prayer. »

The 1982 Resolution was not a fluke. 
There were as many people present and vo
ting on that Resolution as are usually ever 
present and voting on Resolutions. Also, 
the'1982 Resolution was simply an echo of 
the position the Southern Baptist Conven
tion itself had taken in New Orleans which 
was among the largest Conventions ever 
gathered.

In this year we should do nothing either 
in the election of a President or the pas
sing of Resolutions that can in any way 
be interpreted as endorsement or opposi
tion to any political candidate. We have 
already spoken on this matter and the pas
sing of the Resolution can do nothing but 
harm. Baptists United News has surveyed 
men across the State and, without excep
tion, those we have talked to are very 
disturbed that efforts are being made to 
drag the North Carolina Convention into 
partisan politics either in support of one 
candidate or in opposition to another. 
The efforts are very subtle but they are 
there.

First, there was the announcement that 
Marse Grant, a political operative for Jim 
Hunt, would be nominated for the Presi
dency of the Convention. Now, we have a 
proposed resolution that would position- 
ize the convention in opposition to Jesse 
Helms. This kind of subtle political ma
nipulation should stop. It has no place 
in our Convention. This is not the year 
in which the Convention should be taking 
positions through the election process or 
through our Resolutions that could in any 
way be interpreted as position!zing us 
with either political party or with either 
political candidate. Again, it is our 
hope and prayer that the Resolutions Com
mittee will have the good judgment to say 
"no" to this Resolution. RMT

WIGGINS
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and, being the son-in-law of the late Dr. 
C.C. Warren, is very familiar with Baptist 
life.

Rev. B.J. Morris, President of the Pas
tors’ Conference is another name being 
prominently mentioned for one of the Vice- 
presidential slots. Brother Morris has put 
together a very impressive Pastors’ Confer
ence program this year and has vast experi
ence in Baptist life. He is Pastor of the 
Boger City Baptist Church.

An outstanding conservative woman being 
mentioned is Mrs. Ann Frazier who serves on 
the Resolutions Committee of the Baptist 
State Convention and also serves on the
Committee on Boards for the Southern Bap
tist Convention. Mrs. Frazier’s conserva
tive stance on such issues as prayer in the 
public schools and against the ordination 
of women makes her very acceptable to con
servative pastors across the State. Of 
course, the important thing is that our peo 
pie be in Greensboro to vote. If we have a 
great Convention with a good number of mes
sengers, we are likely to come away from 
the Convention having elected good people 
to the important offices of the Convention.

CONTRIBUTIONS
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO BAPTISTS UNITED
SHOULD BE SENT TO: ,,,

Rev. Steve Sells -
Hillcrest Baptist Church 
3918 Baylor Street 
Greensboro, N.C. 27405

4 VAT/CAN 
REPRESENTATIVE?

We join the Editor of the Texas Baptist 
Standard in being appalled that the United 
States Senate has, by simple voice vote, 
authorized full diplomatic relations with 
the Vatican. The Vatican, which is the 
residence of the Catholic Pope, claims to 
be a sovreign state. But, in reality, it 
is the world headquarters of the Roman Ca
tholic Church.

The U.S. Government maintained relations 
with the Vatican from 1848 - 1867. At that 
time, the U.S. Congress was angered at the 
closing of a Presbyterian Church by the 
Papal Government and diplomatic realtions 
were severed.

The U.S .Government does maintain diplo
matic relations with the civil government 
of Italy which is located in Rome but not 
with the Vatican. The ban has been in af
fect for 116 years.

This is a real Church State issue. An 
Ambassador to the Vatican would be suppor
ted and paid for by the U.S. Government. 
It shows a favoritism to one particular 
church or denomination. We wonder where 
the watch dogs of church state separation 
are in the U.S. Congress. The Texas Editor 
is correct. It is just as wrong to send an 
ambassador to the Vatican as it would be to 
send one to Nashville for the Southern 
Baptist Convention or to Salt Lake City, 
Utah for the Mormon Church. We hope that 
you will express your concern to the Presi
dent at the White House, Washington, D. C. 
20500. You may express your concern to 
the Senators at the United States ‘Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. You may express 
your concern to the Representatives at the 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 
10515. We hope that you will not let’
anyone intimidate you by the claim that 
your opposition to an Ambassador to the 
Vatican is being "anti-Catholic". It is 
not being anti-Catholic. We will always 
fight for the right of the Roman Catholics 
to worship God according to the dictates 
of their own conscience but opposition to 
an Ambassador to the Vatican is simply be
ing pro religious liberty. It is a clear 
and blatant violation of church state sepa
ration. We have opposed it when previous 
presidents attempted it and, we are still 
opposed. X * 1
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