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THE SCURRILOUS EDITORIAL
BY ROBERT M. TENERY

Once again we see the need for Baptist 
United News which can counter balance the 
abusiveness of the Biblical Recorder. The 
scurrilous Recorder Editorial of May 19 was 
full of distortions, half truthes and out
right falsehood. The appointments of Jim
my Draper were viewed as the "ice berg" 
that would hit the "SBC Titanic" implying 
that Draper's appointments are destructive 
to the Southern Baptist Convention. Who 
are his appointees?

He appointed Samuel T. Currin, a faith
ful member of the Hayes Barton Baptist 
Church of Raleigh and Glenn Wilcox,a faith
ful member of First Baptist Church of Ashe
ville to the Committee on Boards. We cer
tainly know of no one who considers those 
churches as fundamentalist churches. They 
in turn appointed Mrs. Ann Frazier, wife 
of a physician from Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 
and T.W. Wilson, assistant to Evangelist 
Billy Graham to the Committee on Boards. 
Obviously these folks were not left wing 
enough for the Editor of the Recorder.

The Editorial chided the Committee On 
Boards for violating the "pattern of the 
Convention for years" as well as the "rules 
laid down by the Committee on Boards for 
itself". First, there has been no "pattern 
of the Convention" which precluded that 
anyone eligible for a second term would be 
renominated. For instance, in 1975 Tom 
Freeman had served only one year of an un
expired term on the Executive Committee. 
He was bumped off in favor of Gene Watter
son of Shelby. Tom is a nice fellow and 
he didn't say anything about it. Neither 
did any of the conservative men. Of course, 
Tom is too conservative for a lot of folks 
He had taken a strong position about non
Baptist trustees at Wake Forest. We won
der why no one got "up in arms" when Tom 
was bumped after only one year of service. 
It couldn't possibly be because he was too 
conservative could it?

EXPLANATION?
Again, why does Dr. Wilson and Mrs. 

Frazier owe North Carolina Baptists any 
more "explanation" as the Recorder charges? 
They have given their explanation. Mr. 
Richard Eskew has served .seven years. If 
he had served two full terms he would serve 
only eight years. But there are some de
manding that he serve el even years. Mrs. 
Frazier has stated that she felt that was 
an excessivly long period of time for one 
person to serve since we have so many qua
lified North Carolina Baptists to serve on 
the various committees. She has made that 
statement public to the Press. We wonder 
if the good Editor cannot read. Again, it 
needs to be remembered that there were two 
people from North Carolina on the Committee 

Mrs. Frazier and Dr. Wilson both agreed on 
all the nominees. It; was not a question of 
how many subcommittees Mr. Eskew had served 
on. Our members on the Committee on Boards 
from North Carolina simply believe that 
eleven years is too long for one person to 
serve on a Board. Since Mr. Eskew had ser
ved nearly two full terms, they felt that 
it was only fair to nominate someone else 
and spread these Board assignments around 
among more people. They nominated Dr. Tom 
Freeman of the First Baptist Church in Dunn 
to replace Mr. Eskew. Dr. Freeman is for
mer President of the North Carolina Conven
tion and has broad experience in Baptist 
life. Certainly, his support for Baptist 
causes cannot be questioned and his ability 
to serve is surely obvious. We have never 
met Mr. Eskew and do not know about his 
record of service but we agree with the ac
tion of the members of the Committee on 
Boards from North Carolina that eleven 
years is too long for one person to serve.

HAVE YOU SERVED?

How many of you who are reading this ar
ticle have ever served on any Board or Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention 
for any length of time. Some heads of agen
cies and institutions in our Convention 
have been constantly frustrated because 
there are so few positions for so many 
qualified people to occupy in Southern Bap
tist life. What other state representa
tives do on the Committee is their affair. 
It is not the place of North Carolina Bap
tists to dictate to the representatives on 
the Committee on Boards from Louisiana as 
to what they should do. Our representatives 
on the Committee simply did what they felt 
was fair and right for North Carolina.

As to J. Edwin Hunter, of Statesville, 
who served on the Annuity Board, it is a 
little different matter. Baptists United 
News has contacted Mrs. Ann Frazier and she 
has stated that this position on the Annui
ty Board is going to be lost to North Caro
lina anyway. This is part of a plan adop
ted a few years-ago to reduce the size of 
the Annuity Board. The Annuity Board car
ries with it little theological signifi
cance. That Board is caretaker of Annuity 
Funds. Mrs. Frazier has been informed that 
when Mr. Hunter's term has ended, then that 
position from North Carolina will exist no 
more. But, as is characteristic of the 
Recorder, the Editor failed to check the 
facts. But then, the facts would not have 
served his purpose as well.

PRESSLER

The Editorial was especially vitriolic 
in its discussion of Paul Pressler. Pres

sler was nominated to the Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
He will fill out the unexpired term of 
Weldon Gaddy who moved from the State of 
Texas. The Editorial is notable for 
what it did not say about Pressler. Judge 
Pressler is a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Houston, Texas where John Bisag- 
ano is Pastor. He teaches a Sunday School 
Class in this Church. He is a descendant 
of Hosea Garrett who presided over the fou
nding of Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 
the largest Baptist University in the world. 
He also graduated from Princeton University 
Law School. The Editor seems to 
want to make a Tot of the fact that Prince
ton is a Presbyterian institution. So what? 
Is the Editor suggesting that per
sons graduating from Presbyterian Institu
tions should not serve on Baptist Boards? 
That would be very interesting if so since 
Judge Pressler was at Princeton University 
at the same time that Cecil Sherman was at
tending Princeton Theological Seminary. Al
ton McEachern also attended Princeton.

So Paul Pressler has travelled in 22 
states and spoken 250 times. So what? He 
has not gone anywhere that he was not invi
ted. Since when is it so wrong for Paul 
Pressler to go and speak when he is invi
ted? We haven't noticed the liberals turn
ing down any speaking engagements. The 
suggestion that Paul has spent $250,000 of 
his own money is perfectly ludicrous. Bap
tists United News contacted Pressler about 
this charge and he stated that it was abso
lutely ridiculous. He said he was compli
mented that the Recorder thought he was 
that wealthy but he was incensed that such 
things would oe written without even con
tacting him personally. He has a son who 
has literally been fighting for his life 
for the past few years because of complica
tions believed to have arisen from the 
Swine Flu Vaccine. Judge Pressler has spent 
much of the last four or five years at the 
bedside of his son. He is a man of prayer 
and he has asked Baptist Churches all over 
the Southern Baptist Convention to have 
special prayer for his son. The charge of 
how much Pressler has spent is one of the 
outright falsehoods.

OTHER FALSEHOODS

Another blatant falsehood is that Judge 
Pressler is seeking to control the Conven
tion. He has never made any such statement 
to that affect or even remotely similar to 
that. He stated his case plainly at South
eastern Seminary when he spoke there recen
tly. He does believe that there should be 
more fair and equitable representation of 
conservative men on Baptist Boards and

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO
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Agencies. In that he is correct and appar
ently the majority of Southern Baptists 
agree with him but to say that he is trying 
to control the Convention is patently false. 
This writer served on the Committee on 
Boards last year. Pressler made no contact 
whatever with either of us who represented 
North Carolina on the Committee On Boards. 
He did not have thfe slightest idea as to 
who we would nominate. The idea that Paul 
Pressler is dictating who goes on the 
Boards and Committees is perfectly ridicu
lous. As far as we know, he did not con
tact either Mrs. Ann Frazier or Dr. T.W. 
Wilson this year. So why do we have this 
continuous barrage of lies about what Paul 
Pressler is doing? Where is truthfulness? 
Where is integrity?

GOING FOR THE JUGULAR

The Editor made another nasty remark a- 
bout Paul Pressler's "going for the Jugular" 
statement made several years ago in Virginia. 
Of course, this is "beating a dead horse" 
but the strange thing is that no one who has 
ever quoted that statement has quoted it in 
its context. It is one of those statements 
that can be lifted out of context and made 
to sound "boogery". It is about time that 
someone was honest enough to use the state
ment within its context. Pressler was 
speaking to conservative men and he was war
ning them that they were fighting battles 
without knowing what the war was about 
There had been the struggle over the Ralph 
Elliot issue but then it was left up to an 
unfriendly Board of Trustees to solve the 
problem and the problem was never really 
solved because the problem at the Seminary 
was much broader than Ralph Elliot. We had 
fought the problem over the Broadman Commen
tary but it was left up to an unfriendly 
Board of Trustees to solve the problem and 
yet the problem was never really solved. 
The second publication of Volume One of the 
Broadman Commentary was not really material
ly different from the first. Pressler was 
telling conservative men that they would 
never turn the Convention back to its con
servative moorings unless conservatives made 
their way to the Boards of Trustees. He was 
stating that the life blood of the Denomina
tional structure is in the Trustees and that 
conservative men should go for the jugular - 
which was a metaphorical expression to de
scribe the life blood of the Denomination. 
He was saying that conservatives should be 
involved in the life blood. We doubt that 
few conservative men disagree with that but 
when the jugular vein metaphor is lifted out 
of context it is made to sound like some
thing that it was not.

We have received a number of calls con
cerning the entire May 19 issue of the Bib- 
1ical Recorder, not only from across the 
State of North Carolina but from some other 
States, and the general reaction is that of 
anger and disgust. According to the reac
tion that we are getting, the vicious and 
abusive editorial may have served conserva
tive causes well because it has helped a lot 
of Pastors to see what the Bi blical Recor
der has really become.

THE WHOLE TRUTH

Now, why not tell the whole truth about 
the Committee on Boards Report. Mrs. 
Frazier and Dr. Wilson did renominate those 
people from North Carolina who were eli
gible for.a second full term. John Bunn of 
Sylva was nominated back on the Executive 

Committee. Robert Mullinax was renominated 
to the Midwestern Seminary Board. We cer
tainly haven't heard either one of these 
men accused of being in the conservative 
camp. When they serve another full term 
they will have served eight years on their 
respective Boards. But, you see, when the 
Recorder wants to distort something theh 
the whole truth doesn't serve its purposes.

Again, there was no "violation" of any 
rules because the Committee on Boards does 
not have the authority to establish rules. 
The only rules that it operates under is 
the Constitution of the Southern Baptist 
Convention which states simply:
"In making the selections and nominating 
the members of the Boards, Commissions, and 
standing committees of the Convention, the 
Committee shall not nominate any one per
son on more than one of the Boards or Com
missions of the Convention. This, however, 
shall not apply to the Southern Baptist 
Foundation. The Committee shall recognize 
the principle that Boards, Commissions, and 
Trustees named should represent the con
stituency of the Convention rather than the 
staff of the Agency." The Constitution 
further provides that the Committee on 
Boards shall include both Pastors or full 
time church or denominational employees as 
well as laymen on the Boards and that not 
more than two-thirds of the members of any 
group shall be drawn from either category. 
There are certain other rules that the 
Committee on Boards must follow but the 
Committee followed all of those rules meti
culously. There is nothing in the Consti
tution that even hints that a person who 
has served 7 years should be eligible to 
serve another full term. It simply allows 
such and that is something that the Com
mittee on Boards has asked the Executive 
Committee to restudy because there was gen
eral feeling that this rule should be chan
ged. A person who has served over half of 
an unexpired term should not be eligible 
for two full terms until he has been off 
the Board at least one year. The Committee 
on Boards served perfectly within the di
rective of the Constitution.

RMT

CHALLENGES
There are some rumors that the report of 

the Committee on Boards is going to be 
challenged. At least two State Editors 
have written things to suggest to people 
that they can and should challenge the 
Committee on Boards Report. Baptists United 
News has been in contact with conservative 
men from several other states and here is 
what is emerging.

Some of the people on the Committee On 
Boards Report are liberal. There were li
beral s on the Committee on Boards and some 
liberals have been renominated for second 
terms. Conservative men are not very hap
py about those liberals who are on the Com
mittee On Boards Report but they are will
ing to accept the Report as is.

But, if the liberals choose to start 
the challenge process then the conserva
tive men are ready to go. They feel that 
they can sustain the Conservativ men on 
the report whom the liberals will challenge 
but they will coninue the process and 
challenge every liberal on the Committee 
Report. If the process starts, we need to 
make sure that we sustain the conservative 
men who are on the Report. President 
Jimmy Draper has already indicated that if 
anyone is challenged who is on the report,
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MOON'S APPEAL 
REJECTED

Many Southern Baptists are still in a 
state of shock after learning that the 
staff of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs had actually asked the full 
Committee permission to file a "Friend of 
the Court" brief in behalf of Sun Myung 
Moon who has been convicted of tax fraud. 
Moon had appealed his case to the Supreme 
Court but the Supreme Court refused to re
view Moon's tax fraud conviction thus mov
ing Moon one step closer to serving an 
18 month sentence for tax fraud.

Moon was convicted of filing false in
come tax returns by failing to report 
$100,000 in interest from investments and 
$50,000 worth of stock in a company that 
imported products from Moon's Homeland, 
Korea. The pivotal issue was whether Moon 
personally owned the property and was 
therefore required to pay tax or whether he 
merely held the assets as a Trustee for his 
Church.

A federal jury and the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in New York believed the Govern
ment's contention that Moon held the assets 
in his own name and used them in a personal 
manner. The Appeals Court rejected Moon's 
argument that his followers believed him to 
be "potentially the new Messiah" and there
fore indistinguishable from the tax exempt 
church.

When the staff of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs requested author
ization to file a friend of the court brief 
in Moon's behalf, Sam Currin of North Caro
lina, Chairman of the Southern Baptist 
Group on the Committee, objected and sug
gested that the Baptist Joint Committee, 
instead, get involved in the Nebraska case 
in which a Baptist Pastor, Everett Sileven 
was sentenced to a four month.jail term for 
"contempt of court" because the Church's 
School did not have state certified teach
ers. . On the night of October 18, 1982 a 
number of preachers gathered at the 
Faith Baptist Church in a prayer vigil. The 
Sheriff, his deputies and a contingent of 
State Troopers physically dragged the pre
achers outside, threw them,wto the ground 
and padlocked the church. When the church 
opened its' school in the Fall of 1983, 
mass arrests followed. Later% 7 fathers of 
students at the school were'arrested for 
contempt of court.

In spite.of all this, the Baptist Joint 
Committee .Staff, felt that the.Nebraska case 
was not one that Baptists should be concer
ned with. Some members of the Southern 
Baptist group on the Committee suggested 
that the Baptist Joint Comittee not file 
the brief for the.Moonies simply because 
the Committee did not need anything el,se to 
"explain to our constituency".

he will allow for someone to speak in be
half of the person whose name appears on 
the report. This is the way it will work: 
if someone is nominated against Paul Pres
sler, for instance, Dr. Draper will recog
nize a very strong man who has already as
ked for the privilege of speaking in be
half of Paul Pressler and then ,the vote 
will be taken.

There may have to be ballots on 
as many as 15 or 20 people. If the process 
continues on into the next day, then our 
conservative men need to be sure and be in 
the Convention Hall when the Morning Ses
sion opens on Wednesday Morning. This is 
all the more reason for our conservative 
men to make their way to Kansas City.



THE KING MAKERS
As per usual the Editor of the Biblical 

Recorder is again engaged in pre-conven- 
tion King making efforts and again he is 
lashing out at conservative men with vitu
perative arid vitriolic verbage while stro
king the candidates of the liberal left 
with complimentary language. This has 
been the method of endorsement by the 
Biblical Recorder for some time now.

STANLEY

The nasty editorial of May 12 wasted 
no time in attacking Dr. Charles Stanley, 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church of At
lanta, Georgia. In a sleazy effort to 
discredit Stanley, the Recorder stated 
that Stanley’s Doctor ’’has advised him not 
to consider the pressures of the office.” 
Of course, even the dirtiest of secular 
journalists will not invade the privacy, 
confidentiality and sanctity of the Doctor 
- Patient relationship. Of course, Bap
tists United News has contacted Dr. Stan
ley and he has confirmed that his Doctor 
has said nothing of the kind to him about 
the matter but, truth is of no moment to 
the liberals who are trying so desperately 
to retain their iron grip on the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Of course, the Editorial was shot 
through and through with blatant falsehood. 
First, the Editorial charged that Stanley 
is the ’’candidate of the Pressler-Patter- 
son Coalition (PPC) which has been trying 
to gain control of the Convention struc
ture in the past five years”. That is 
false. There is no coalition. There is 
not even an organization. There are no 
elected officers. Lines of communication 
have been established between conservative 
men in the various states. These men 
knew that the Convention was falling under 
the control of liberals and they also no
ted that Southern Baptist programs had a 
healthy sprinkling of liberal speakers. 
There always seemed to be a place on Semi
nary Faculties for liberal leaders but 
conservative men were shut out and we 
would still be shut out except for the 
fact that we are now communicating with 
one another across state lines.

LIBERAL ORGANIZATION
The liberals, however, do have an or

ganization. They have elected officers. 
They have regional leaders right here in 
North Carolina such as Dewey Hobbs, Henry 
Crouch and Harold Shirley. Crouch recent
ly sent out a letter across this State 
urging his people to rally to Kansas City 
with an attendance of 2,000 at the so- 
called ’’Forum” - a rump convention spon
sored by the liberals in conflict with the 
Pastors’ Conference. In SBC Today, the 
publication of the liberal left in the 
Convention, Crouch was identified as one 
of the speakers at the ’’Forum"' and the 
article stated that Crouch’s Church ranked 
second in the State of North Carolina in 
baptisms. Of course, that also is false. 
His church ranks seventh in baptisms.

Neither is it true that Paul Pressler 
and Paige Patterson are trying to gain 
control of the Convention. They have 
voiced their concerns that men who hold to 
the view of inerrancy of nScripture have 
been so totally shut out from Convention 
life and they have advocated that the 
view of inerrancy should be represented 

among the employees of the agencies and 
institutions in a manner commensurate with 
our number in the Convention. But there 
has never been any statement from either 
of them indicating that they desire to 
gain control of the Convention. They have, 
in fact, disclaimed any such desire.

COTHEN
It was obvious that the Editorial was en

dorsing former Sunday School Board Presi
dent Grady Cothen. Word from Nashville is 
that it is "poured in concrete" that Cothen 
will be nominated. Many Southern Baptist 
Pastors are having a hard time with that 
announcement and the matter of integrity. 
Cothen recently sought and secured a medi
cal retirement from the Sunday School 
Board after stating that he was too sick to 
do his job. The medical retirement inclu
ded a monthly payment of almost $5,000 per 
month over and above his other regular re
tirement programs. This extra pension 
amounts to almost $60,000 per
year in addition to his regular retirement 
programs. Pastors who are subsisting on 
meager salaries and whose churches are 
struggling to pay those strapping litera
ture bills from the Sunday School Board; are 
having a bit of a hard time assimilating 
that one. Cothen, who spent most of his 
life on the Denominational Payroll, was 
earning $117,000 per year upon his retire
ment. In addition, he received a new, 
$15,000 automobile and a receiving dish 
that cost almost $3,000. He also has his 
expenses paid to the Southern Baptist Con
vention for he and his wife as long as they 
live.

JOKES

Jokes are making the rounds in the of
fices in Nashville concerning Cothen’s "mi
raculous recovery" but many Baptist Pastors 
don’t see it as being very funny. Many 
were already disturbed about the fact that 
Cothen’s retirement came on the heels of 
a very embarrassing lawsuit at the Sunday 
School Board in which a jury awarded com
pensatory and punitive damages in the a- 
mount of $400,000 against Cothen and the 
Board because of the bizarre treatment ac
corded to Don Burnette, an employee in the 
personnel department who reported to Dr. 
Cothen the existence of certain sex scan
dals in the Building. According to sworn 
testimony, Cothen had sought to have Bur
nette forcibly admitted to a mental insti
tution against his will and without con
sent of his immediate family and also 
without the knowledge of or consent of his 
family doctor. Upon examiniation, an Offi
cial at the mental hospital refused to ad
mit Burnette and Burnette later filed a- 
gainst the Sunday School Board charging his 
civil rights were violated in the matter. 
Trustees of the Sunday School Board never 
received a copy of the Court Transcript and 
the matter has been "hushed" in Southern 
Baptist life.

Of course, if Cothen is indeed sick e- 
nough for medical retirement, then no 
Southern Baptist would begrudge him a rea
sonable retirement. But many feel that if 
Cothen is physically able to take on the 
Presidency of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, then he is healthy enough to go back 
to work and he should no longer accept a 
medical pension from the Sunday School

Board.

EARLY WARNINGS

Of course, some Southern Baptist obser
vers warned from the beginning that Cothen 
was in sympathy with the liberal movement 
in the Southern Baptist Convention and 
that he was seeking to "lock in" a healthy 
income so that he could campaign across the 
Convention. They remember that Cothen, in 
a very mean nominating speech at New Or
leans had nominated Duke McCall who was la
ter defeated by Jimmy Draper. They also 
sensed that he was aligning himself with 
the liberal camp when he wrote caustic ar
ticles in Facts And Trends such as "An Open 
Letter To The Committee On Boards" in which 
he attempted to instruct the Committee as 
to whom they should send to the Sunday ' 
School Board. It was followed by articles 
on supposed creedalism and then one par
ticularly critical of conservatives called 
"Now I’m Scared". Upon retirement Cothen 
stated in an article appearing in Leader
ship magazine that "One of my great regrets 
is that we were not able to do more about 
denominationalizing the churches". That is 
precisely what worries many Baptists about 
Cothen.

Significantly enough, the Recorder en
dorsement never mentioned the name of John 
Sullivan who has been endorsed by some of 
the liberal camp. Sullivan has tauted him
self as a moderate candidate who is "con
servative" theologically but who is suppor
tive of denominational programs. Of course 
all the liberals like to claim that. Even 
the most .liberal among the Southern Bap
tists will claim that they are conservative 
compared to Madeline Murray O’Hair but we 
believe that most Southern Baptists have 
long since passed the day when they will 
swallow that kind of reasoning. Southern 
Baptists are now looking to see where a man 
stands in regard to the historical doctrin
al position of Southern Baptists. Southern 
Baptists have also had enough of "conserva
tive" men who appoint liberals once they 
are elected to office. They want to be 
rather sure that a man’s convictions are 
strong enough that they will affect the 
kind of appointments he makes.

TWO CANDIDATES
When all the shaking down takes place in 

Kansas City, we believe that the Presidency 
of the Southern Baptist Convention is going 
to boil down to two candidates. They will 
be Charles Stanley and Grady Cothen. We 
don’t believe that Southern Baptists are 
going to allow themselves to be taken in by 
Cothen’s political schemes. There is a 
growing resentment among grassroots Bap
tists toward Southern Baptist Executives 
or former executives who appear to be try
ing to grab power.

Charles Stanley, on the other hand, re
flects the deep convictions of the vast 
majority of grassroots Southern Baptists. 
He is a Godly man who has a deep and pro
found prayer life. He is unapologetic a- 
bout his belief in the plenary inspiration 
of the Scripture and that the Bible is in
fallible and inerrant. He is opposed to 
the unScriptural practice of receiving 
unbaptised members into a Southern Baptist 
Church. He believes in the autonomy of the 
local church. The overwhelming majority of

CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX
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DALEY'S NONSENSE
The rather obstreperous article by 

Chauncey Daley which was carried in the May 
12 issue of the Biblical Recorder reflects 
the panic of the liberal camp as the facts 
begin to dawn upon them that they may see a 
day when they will no longer retain such a 
iron grip on the organizational structure 
of the Denomination. The last five years 
have seen a resurgence of traditional, Sou
thern Baptist conservatives who are deter
mined to regain their Denomination. Stran
gely enough, the same Chauncey Daley who 
released the vitriolic verbage against con
servative men is the same one who confessed 
to a Pastors’ Group recently that Jimmy 
Allen was the first one to politicize the 
Presidency of the Convention. It was Jim
my Allen’s extreme liberal appointments 
that served to finally awaken the con
science of conservative Southern Baptists 
and cause them to realize that unless they 
bestirred themselves, the Southern Baptist 
Convention would become a totally liberal 
Denomination which they could no longer 
support with a good conscience.

IN THE DARK

Isn’t it strange how the liberals and 
their allies never seem to credit rank and 
file Southern Baptists with having much 
sense or with being very smart. Daley talks 
about the ’’apathetic majority”. He allows 
as how ’’the large majority of Southern Bap
tists are in the dark”. His thinly veiled 
call for State Editors to attack conserva
tives is made on the basis of "informing 
Southern Baptists”. Even though recent 
Conventions have been the best attended in 
the history of the Convention and even 
though Presidents have been elected by huge 
majorities on the first ballot, Daley is 
still trying frantically to convince South
ern Baptists that they are being manipula
ted by a ’’highly active minority”.

Daley worries that traditional, conser
vative Southern Baptists have finally lear
ned how to secure decent housing at the 
Convention. There was a time when the self 
styled liberal elitists of the Convention 
had a way of gobbling up all of the decent 
rooms near the Convention site and conser
vatives were stuck away in college dormi
tory rooms, YMCA’s and cheap motels. For 
instance, Daley allows as how the people 
who get the rooms control the Convention. 
We are sure that is the reason that the li
berals have had such sway in the Convention 
for so long. For years, Marse Grant has 
operated "Convention Planes” from North 
Carolina. While some conservative men ride 
on the plane they have related to us that 
the "convention planes” generally cater to 
the liberal crowd. Buses from Southern 
Seminary and Southwestern Seminary have 

, been very prominent at recent conventions. 
There has been an all out effort to get 
Seminary students to the Convention at any 
cost. Many inexperienced and impressionable 
students who have been spoon fed the pre
judices of liberal professors always serve 
a liberal agenda well. Sometimes, when they 
get out of Seminary and into the real world 
of Baptist churches, they forsake their li
beralism. But while they are still stu
dents they are still easily manipulated by 
their professors whom they hold in awe.

A PAPER
Of course, either the liberals or li

beral sympathizers have seized control of 

most state papers, especially in the old 
line Southern Baptist states where the cir
culation is larger. Wle have seen that ex
ample right here in North Carolina but Mr. 
Daley worries greatly that the conserva
tives now have a "voice” in such papers as 
the Southern Baptist Advocate and Baptists 
United News. The liberals don’t like to be 
challenged on the printed page. There was 
a time when liberals Could malign and vill- 
ify conservative men who may be nominated 
for President of the Convention without be
ing answered. There was a time when they 
could espouse and promote the liberal ag
enda and fling out half truthes and out
right lies about conservatives without be
ing refuted. Now, they are quite disturbed 
that they can be answered.

THEOLOGY

The liberals never seem to be able to 
get their act together as to whether or not 
the conservative resurgence is political or 
theological. In one breath they decry the 
dangers of "fundamentalism". In the next 
breath they are declaring that the issue 
is not theological but political. Of 
course, if theology is not involved, then 
it doesn’t matter who controls the conven
tion, it is nothing more than the Democrat
ic or Republican political party. If theo
logy isn’t involved then it doesn’t matter 
what kind of missionaries we send. We may 
as well support the liberation theologians 
who are trying to incite revolution in var
ious parts of the world and overthrow es
tablished governments. In fact, if theolo
gy is not involved then we might as well do 
away with the six seminaries because all of 
them are theological seminaries. But if it 
makes a difference as to the kind of pas
tors who are turned out at the six theolog
ical seminaries and if it makes a differ
ence as to the kind of missionaries that we 
send overseas ’ and if we believe that our 
task is to preach the Word and win people 
to Christ, thus evangelizing the world, 
then theology makes a big difference. Of 
course, even the most casual observer rea
lizes that the resurgence of conservatism 
in the Southern Baptist Convention is to
tally theological.

FREE PRESS?
Daley’s nonsense closed with an attempt 

to instruct Editors as to what they should 
and should not print. He charges them to 
attack conservatives and to do such villi- 
fying articles as the Crowder article which 
we have dealt with elsewhere in this paper 
(see "Liars Do Figure”). There is a charge 
that Editors lie to Southern Baptists by 
telling them the "leadership of the Holy 
Spirit" has been replaced by hard ball pol
itics. Strangely enough, the conservative 
men who are so villified are the very ones 
who lead their various state conventions in 
baptisms and those who are talking so much 
about "the Holy Spirit" are the ones who 
come from churches that have very poor re
cords
There was a call to use disruptive tactics 
on the Convention Floor by challenging the 
Committee on Boards report but in Pitts
burgh the Southern Baptist Convention demon
strated that they had had a stomach full of 
using villification on the floor of the 
Convention concerning the Committee on 
Boards Report when attacks on Charles 
Stanley were ruled out of order and the
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of reaching people for Jesus Christ. such

Convention passed the Committee on Boards 
Report which was presented by Dr. Stanley.

THE BIBLE
A basic question and the watershed issue 

is what view we will have of the Bible. 
Baptists are not deceived. They got quite 
disturbed that a State Convention Presi
dent would stand before his State Conven
tion and declare that the Bible did contain 
errors as happened here in North Carolina. 
They got quite disturbed that a man who 
spent most of his life teaching in Southern 
Baptist Institutions would actually stand 
and say that the Book of Luke had 6,000 er
rors. They got quite disturbed that a Sou
thern Baptist Commentary would declare that 
God did not command Abraham to offer up his 
son Isaac. They were shocked that the 
theology of such outstanding men as E.Y. 
Mullins, B.H. Carroll, L. R. Scarborough, 
and George W. Truett is no longer accept
able. Baptists become quite upset that 
some nebulous thing called "Baptist princi
ple" was exalted in Baptist life to the ne
glect of clear Scriptural teachings and 
that the liberal camp often distorts cher
ished Baptist doctrines such as the Priest
hood of the believer. Sorry, Mr. Daley, 
your problem is that Southern Baptists are 
precisely not in the dark. They do under
stand what the issues are. They do under
stand that they were too long apathetic but 
not anymore.

CONCLUSION

The Daley Editorial basically revealed 
how the liberals did take over the Conven
tion structures. It revealed how two bro
thers who are leaders in the liberal camp 
actually came to serve on the- same Commit
tee on Boards. It revealed how it came a- 
bout that the self styled Southern Baptist 
"elite" secured the best rooms and other 
people were left to fend for themselves. In 
fact, the Southern Baptist Convention had 
to take that matter in hand several years 
ago by demanding that a certain percentage 
of the rooms be left open. Too many mes
sengers arrived at the Convention to find 
that the best rooms had all been taken by 
the various agencies and boards. Daley 
would lead us back to those days of iron 
clad liberal control but we predict that 
Southern Baptists will never go back. Li
berals practiced for years the very stra
tegies that Daley accuses the conservatives 
of using. It seems that the liberals are 
afraid that everyone else is like them
selves. Yes, some conservative Buses have 
gone to Conventions carrying messengers 
from neighboring churches. In fact, the 
Burkemont Bus has made several trips. So 
did the Bus from First Church Asheville 
where Cecil Sherman is Pastor. It went all 
the way to Los Angeles. Yes, the conserva
tive churches have sent their messengers 
to the Convention for a change. The liber
als have been doing it for years. We must 
never allow ourselves to be intimidated by 

vicious articles as that of C.R.
Daley.

RMT
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LIARS DO FIGURE
There is an old western proverb which 

says ’’figures don’t lie but liars do fi
gure”. Never was this more graphically il
lustrated than on Page 3 of the Biblical 
Recorder of May 19. On that page appeared 
an article concerning "research” by Robert 
S. Crowder of Birmingham concerning a se
lected number of people who have served on 
Committees and Boards of the Convention.Not 
all of the members were mentioned by any
means. The Recorder did not state who au
thored the article and messengers will re
member Robert Crowder as the man who stood 
on the floor of the Convention in Pitts
burgh with his wife and made himself so 
ridiculous that the Convention laughed at 
him. Of course, he did not seem to be able 
to keep up with proceedings of the Conven
tion and what was going on and his proposal 
was so ridiculous that it was almost laugh
ed out of the house.

The article purports to report on some 
of us who have served on Boards and Com
mittees who have not led our churches to 
give a "tithe” of their receipts to . the 
Co-operative Program. We do not know the 
story on all the churches but we do know 
some information about some of the churches 
which are listed as giving what Mr. Crow
der apparently considers too little.

WALNUT STREET

Strangely enough, Crowder starts off by. 
attacking Allen Sears from the Walnut 
Street Baptist Church of Louisville, Ken
tucky. If we are not mistaken, Walnut 
Street is the largest church in the State 
of Kentucky. Former Convention President 
Wayne Dehoney is Pastor there. Wayne De
honey has certainly not been identified 
with the conservative camp. In fact, he 
was the one who villified Paul Pressler 
during and after the Houston Convention. 
Isn’t it strange that Wayne Dehoney is ac
ceptable? He has not only served as Con
vention President but for a number of years 
served as Chairman of Trustees for Southern 
Seminary. In fact, he was Chairman when 
Roy Honeycutt was elected President of the 
Seminary. A large number of Southern Semi
nary Professors attend Walnut Street. Allen 
Sears is a conservative layman from Walnut 
Street. So, all of a sudden, the church 
that was good enough for the Convention 
President is not good ‘enough to have a con
servative layman serve on the Executive 
Committee. You see, the real issue is con
servative men. Crowder, along with the li
beral establishment in the Convention, sim
ply does not want conservative men serving 
anywhere no matter what church they are 
from. If they are liberal, it doesn’t mat
ter what their churches give. They are 
perfectly acceptable. If they are conser
vative, then the method is to tell half 
truthes and to warp and twist what they do.

CHARLES STANLEY

Charles Stanley and the First Baptist 
Church of Atlanta is another one mentioned 
and it is probably true that the reason for 
the publication of the entire article is an 
attempt to discredit Charles Stanley. The 
truth about the First Baptist Church of 
Atlanta, of which Stanley is Pastor,is 
that they gave $487,910 to Southern Baptist 
Mission causes last year. This year, they 
have just recently completed a Missions 
Conference in which they raised over 
$600,000 for mission causes. In fact, as 
this goes to press I have just learned 

that Bailey Smith is in revival at the 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta and during 
the first three days of the revival there 
have been over 300 people saved. Of course, 
the liberals don’t want to report anything 
like that! That smacks too much of "Bold 
Missions”. The liberals like to talk a- 
bout that but they don’t like to do it.

BURKEMONT

Another church under attack was Burke- 
mont Church where this writer is Pastor. 
Aside from the fact that they misspelled my 
name, this was probably another motivation 
for running the article. What is the 
truth of the matter?

Again, half truth has served the pur
poses of the Recorder. A glance at the 
1983 Annual would have revealed to the 
Recorder that Burkemont gave $47,165 to 
mission causes last year. But, the whole 
truth would not have served the Recorder’s 
purposes well. They like to talk about 
"percentages" even though I don’t know of 
anyone who pays bills with percentages. It 
takes dollars. It reminds me of the ridic
ulous situation that I saw at an Associa- 
tional Meeting in which a Church which bap
tised none the year before received a Bold 
Mission Award because they had baptised 1. 
That was considered a 100% increase in bap
tisms. But a church who baptised almost 
TOO received no award. That is how ridicu
lous we can be with percentages.

A number of things were not included in 
the Burkemont report. For instance, Burke
mont Church co-operates with the Baptist 
State Convention in sponsoring a missionary 
to the Deaf in Morganton where the North 
Carolina School For the Deaf is located.Our 
Church pays about half the support of the 
Deaf Ministry and the State Convention pays 
about half. We also sponsor a missionary 
to Guatemala through the Foreign Mission 
Board that was not reported. In fact since 
January 1st our church has given $12,513 
to the Lottie Moon Offering for Foreign Mis
sions. We have given $3,500 to the Annie 
Armstrong Offering for Home Missions. In 
fact,our income thus far this year(5 months) 
is $155,607.73. We have given $34,553.55 
to Southern Baptist Mission causes. That 
wasn’t reported. It is well known in the 
Baptist Building that our Church increased 
Co-operative Program giving by 63% on 
January 1. Our Budget and Finance Commit
tee, which is chaired by Mr. Eddie Sellers 
who has been nominated to serve on the 
Southeastern Seminary Board, challenged the 
Church to increase its giving to the Co-
operative Program by 63%. The Budget was 
adopted without opposition. We have
received letters from the Baptist Building 
and from the Convention President commend
ing our church for that action. Burkemont 
Church has increased all mission giving 
(including the Co-operative Program) by 
more than 400% in the last 10 years. But 
then, the whole truth doesn’t serve the 
purposes of the Biblical Recorder. The 
Recorder likes to warp and twist the truth 
in such a way as to malign churches, espec
ially those served by conservative pastors.

MYERS PARK

Now for the shocker, dear reader. You 
may want to turn to page 331 of our 1983 
Annual. On that page you will see a listing 
of a "General Group" of churches. Some of 
them are churches who have been turned out 
of their various associations because they 
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receive unbaptised members. Some have sim
ply never been received into an Association., 
On that page you will find a listing for 
Myers Park. By their name you will find 
a listing of $3,000 to the Co-operative!f 
Program and yet numerous people from the, 
Myers Park Church serve on various Boards I 
and Committees of our Convention. Baptists 
United News has recently interviewed a for
mer member of the Nominating Committee.. 
This matter was challenged in the Committee/ 
The liberals on the Committee justified 
placing people on Boards and Committees 
from the ultra-liberal Myers Park Baptist 
Church because it might"entice them to get 
more involved and give more to the Conven
tion". On the other hand, a conservative 
church which is constantly increasing its 
gifts to Southern Baptist mission causes in 
a dramatic way is condemned becaust it is 
not yet "tithing" to the Co-operative Pro
gram. Of course, there is no Biblical 
teaching that tithing is to be done to a 
denominational body. Tithing is for the 
local church. It is for God’s Storehouse. 
There is a command that individuals tithe 
but there is no command that a church 
should tithe. If a church can do so that 
is well and good.

PUNISHMENT

This "percentage" game actually tends to 
punish churches for being successful. For 
instance, the First Baptist Church of At
lanta has recently raised $4,500,000 in 
cash to buy property surrounding the Church. 
That is over and above its regular income. 
Of course, when total receipts are counted 
that $4,500,000 will be added into total 
receipts and the "percentage" may not look 
as well. But the church gives large dollar 
amounts to mission causes.

The Second Baptist Church of Houston, 
Texas has recently raised $34,000,000 to 
relocate their plant and when that 
$34,000,000 which has been raised for buil
ding purposes is added into their total 
income, of course, their percentage is not 
going to please Mr. Crowder even though 
they give huge dollar amounts to the Co
operative Program.

The same is true of Adrian Rogers and 
the Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis. 
That church gives more to the Co-operative 
Program than any church in the state of 
Tennessee. They are raising huge amounts 
of money because they are growing very 
rapidly and they must relocate their en
tire church plant. They are raising mil
lions and millions of dollars. When that 
is added into their total income, their 
percentage may not look well and I am sure 
that the liberals will condemn them as they 
have already done in spite of the fact that 
the church leads the state of Tennessee in 
gifts to missions.

The same is true of such churches as 
the Cottage Hills Church of Mobile, Alabama 
where Fred Wolfe is Pastor and the Whites
burg Church in Huntsville, Alabama where 
Jimmy Jackson is pastor. Of course liber
als don’t have these growth problems. They 
seldom have to worry about overflowing 
their buildings. They seldom enter into 
building programs. They usually subsist on 
the labors of others.

Crowder came before the Subcommittee* of 
the Committee on Boards last year and asked 
us to bump certain people off of Boards and 
Committees such as Fred Wolfe and Jimmy 
Jackson. This writer challenged his asser-

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN



METHODIST DIVISIONS WORSEN KING MAKERS
In the last issue of Baptist United News 

ve reported on an article appearing in the 
January 30 issue of Time Magazine concern
ing a sad but growing division in the ranks 
of the United Methodist Church,the Nation’s 
second largest protestant denomination. A 
recent Los Angeles Times article by Russell 
Chandler reports that conditions are wor
sening. A nationwide poll of United Method- 
dist Clergy and lay leaders last year re
vealed ’’Potentially destructive divisions” 
within the church. The study documented a 
lay - clergy split, even greater differ
ences between the local congregations and 
the denominational agencies and the prefer
ence for the status quo over transformation 
and change.

There is growing concern that the church 
has lost nearly 1.5 million members over 
the past 15 years and currently faces such 
divisive issues as the ordination of homo
sexuals as well as division over secular 
and spritual priorities in overseas mis
sions.

CONSERVATIVE GROUP
A conservative group within the Denomina

tion has organized into a caucus known as 
’’The Good News Movement”. They already 
nave 17 full time staffers and a $600,000 
Innual Budget. But this didn’t begin over- 
light. The report stated that ’’for more 
than a decade, Good News leaders have bat
tled denominational officials, accusing 
them of abandoning the church’s "historic 
priority to convert persons to Christi
anity", and instead concentrating on 
'’saving the world through liberation theo
logy" - the strange mixture of politics 
and liberal religion which teaches that 
salvation means ’liberating’ persons from 
unjust structures."

Liberation theology has become -strong 
in South America and is a major "thorn in 
the flesh" to the evangelical churches of 
that continent. Persons now in control of 
the Methodist Church are committed to it 
and it is making great inroads in the Sou
thern Baptist Convention - especially in 
the Seminary classrooms.

HOMOSEXUALITY
The issue of homosexuals in the Church 

first came up in 1972. At first, there 
rfas only a push for acceptance. Now, homo
sexuals are moving into places of leader
ship in the denomination. This is the pro
gress that always takes place. At first it 
is mere acceptance. Then it is elevation 
to places of responsibility. Conservative, 
lible believing Methodists are not about to 
abide it. A number of petitions asked the 
recent Baltimore assembly to require United 
iethodist ministerial candidates to promise 
’fidelity in marriage and celibacy in sing
leness". 31 of the Church’s 73 annual con
ferences or regional bodies have adopted 
resolutions asking the Denomination to bar 
homosexuals from the ordained ministry.

PROGRESSION

Back in the 50’s, we had an opportunity 
io learn a great deal about Methodism when 
ve did some college work on a Methodist 
Campus -a Campus thati the< Methodists them
selves claimed was built by "Butter and 
igg" money of the ladies in the WSCS (com
parable to our WMU). The College later 
gained some very, very wealthy benefactors 

and became a major influence in the de
nomination. Liberalism was already creep
ing in at a rapid pace but the tragic de
clines had not yet started. We rode back 
and forth to school each day with.a Metho
dist Pastor. There was discontent in the 
Church among the laity but because the 
Methodist Church had a "connectional" sys
tem the Executives of the Denomination 
felt that they could control matters be
cause local church property was owned by 
the Conference. The congregations 
could be evicted from their property if 
they failed to follow the leadership. Also 
the pastors are appointed by the Con
ference and not called by the local con
gregation. Such a tight system was thought 
to insure the denominational executives 
that the denomination could easily be 
carried in the direction in which they 
could go but there were some rude awaken
ings on down the road.

LAITY
The Denominational Executives of the 

Methodist Church apparently forgot, for a 
time, that this is still America and that 
a man cannot be forced to go to Church and 
to pay into something that he does not be
lieve in. The smugness of Denominational 
leaders began to disappear in the 1960’s 
when laymen began to sit on their pocket
books and folks began to leave the Metho
dist Church. But, denominational bureau
crats die hard. They thought the setbacks 
would be minimal and temporary. They were 
neither. Large numbers of influential Me
thodists have determined that they will no 
longer support a system that they do not 
believe in. Frantic efforts are being 
made to "heal" the situation but the bu
reaucrats are not willing to change any
thing and healing seems unlikely. The 
bureaucrats want healing on their own 
terms but they aren’t about to get it. The 
conservatives are contending that there 
must be a major turn-around in the denomi
nation - that the denomination must get 
back to its historical and Biblical task 
of evangelizing and discipling.

SBC
What is happening with our Methodist 

Brethren is sad but the big question is, 
whether or not we Southern Baptists will 
learn anything from their experience. 
What began happening to them years ago is 
just beginning to happen to us. There are 
those bureaucrats among us with a "Father 
knows best" mentality who are determined 
that they will not be responsive to Sou
thern Baptist people and that they will 
carry the Denomination in the direction 
which pleases them whether it pleases rank 
and file Southern Baptists or not. That 
is what brought the conservative movement 
to the surface. Southern Baptists are not 
going to support liberal theology. They 
will not support church state fanatics 
who want to lead us to ridiculous extremes. 
They will not support every kind of weird 
program under the sun just because it is 
called "Missions". They recognize that the 
term "Missions" has been so watered down 
that it is almost meaningless. They know 
that a big part of what is called "mis
sions" simply goes to pay very adequate 
salaries of a few bureaucrats while the 
real "work horses" of the denomination 
subsist on meager fare.

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN
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Baptist people are quite comfortable with 
his moral positions. He unalterably op
posed to the killing of unborn babies or 
the unGodly practice of abortion. He is a 
patriotic American and he believes that 
Christians should be concerned about turn
ing this Nation back to God.

Dr. Stanley accepted, the pastorate of the 
First Baptist Church in Atlanta when it was 
in a static condition with Sunday School 
attendance averaging 700 and 800 per week. 
The church has climbed continuously until 
Sunday School average attendance is now 
more than 3,000 per week. He has led 
the church in a vast expansion program.Even 
though he faced vicious opposition in the 
early days of his pastorate in Atlanta, he 
exhibited the kind of fortitude and tenaci
ty that Baptist pastors admire. He is a 
mission minded man. He led his church re
cently in a World Missions Conference at 
which time the church raised over $600,000 
for mission causes. This is the method 
the church uses to take their special mis
sion offerings such as the Annie Armstrong 
Offering for Home Missions and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis
sions. Other Southern Baptist churches 
would do well to emulate this practice that 
has proved to be so successful at the 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta. Many 
Baptists believe that it is time for a Pre
sident East of the Mississippi. Atlanta is 
right in the heartland of Dixie. Dr. 
Stanley is currently serving as President 
of the Southern Baptist Pastors Conference 
and has put together one of the best pro
grams ever.

Through IN TOUCH Ministries, the ser
vices of the First Baptist Church of Atlan
ta are being broadcast across the Country 
and the persuasive preaching of Dr. Stanley 
is touching the lives of millions of people 
each week. This writer recently inter
viewed an elderly couple who have been 
lifelong Southern Baptists. They watch 
Dr. Stanley’s program every Sunday Morning 
without fail. They have the greatest admi
ration and respect for Dr. Stanley and they 
cannot understand why anyone would be wor
ried about a man like Charles Stanley as 
President of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Of course, Ed Young has been discussed 
to some extent for the Presidency of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and most of the 
things that endear Charles Stanley to Sou
thern Baptists also endear Young to them. 
If anything should happen that Charles 
Stanley is not nominated, then Ed Young 
would be the logical person for Southern 
Baptists to turn to but the word that we 
have is that Ed Young will not be nominated 
in Kansas City. Our prediction is that 
Southern Baptists will turn to Charles 
Stanley in Kansas City.

RMT
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ANOTHER 
CHURCH-STATE 

FIASCO
The U.S. House Of Representatives has 

now rejected the Equal Access Amendment 
that would have allowed voluntary student 
gatherings for devotionals of Bible study 
on school premises during non-class hours. 
The Bill fell 11 votes short of the 
two-thirds majority required for passage.

The anti-religion element in Congress, 
during the closing hours of debate injected 
horror stories about cults in the schools 
and even devil worship in classrooms.

BJCPA

The defeat represents another snafu by the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs. 
Even though the Baptist Joint Committee 
along with the National Council of Churches 
supported the Equal Access Bill the anti
religion element in Congress took the same 
arguments that the BJCPA had used against 
the Prayer Amendment and turned them a- 
gainst them on the Equal Access Amendment 
and in that moment, the past fanaticism of 
the Baptist Joint Committee came up to 
haunt them.-

Again, we note that the efforts of the 
Baptist Joint Committee were ineffective 
because the Executive Director of the Com
mittee has used such strident and.abusive 
language ' toward the Administration and 
other leaders of Congress that it no longer 
has any credibility on Capitol Hill.

FANATICS
If our Nation continues to follow the 

lead of the Church - State fanatics, we may 
well see the day when the Southern Baptist 
Convention can hardly find a place to meet. 
Afber^ail, of the facilities that we
meet in are' built by tax dollars. Many of 
them are owned by municipalities. If it 
becomes a broad spread practice in this Na
tion that religious meetings cannot be held 
in facilities built by tax dollars, then 
the Southern Baptist Convention^ itself, 
may find it difficult to find a;place to 
meet. s.

The Ffi£t Amendment to the Constitution 
was designed specifically to protect the 
Church- from the State - not to outlaw re
ligion. ’ Thete was no intention that little 
children Should be forbidden to pray in 
public schools. There was no intention 
that students who want- to meet for devo
tions: or Bible study before or after school 
should be denied that privilege just be
cause they happen to be meeting on School 
premises. This is where we are today and 
dhtilhrSouthern Baptists put a strong voice 
inrthe Nation•s Capitol, this drift toward 
total secularism will continue.

[CONTRIBUTIONS | 
gALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO BAPTISTS UNITED NEWS\ 
g SHOULD BE SENT TO: I 
8 Rev.’ Steve Sells 5 
8 Hillcrest Baptist Church Z 
8 3918 Baylor Street S 
8 Greensboro, N.C. 27405 !

□ UR POLICY
Sometime ago a liberal inquired of us 

as to whether or not we could document some 
things published in Baptists United News. 
You may be sure that we can document every 
thing that we print. That does not neces
sarily mean that we will furnish documen
tation to the liberal inquirers or that we 
will reveal our sources. There is a vast 
difference in being able to document what 
we say and revealing our sources. There 
are some liberals who would like for us to 
reveal our sources because they are in a 
position to persecute those sources. For 
instance, sometimes students relate things 
to us that they have signed their names to 
- things that have been said openly and 
publicly in the classroom. If I were to 
reveal those sources, their professors are 
in a position to persecute them. Some of 
the students have seen their grades fall as 
much as a letter grade after challenging a 
liberal professor. Those professors can 
spread the word to other professors and a 
general atmosphere of oppression and per
secution begins to spread.

One thing that has been established un
der the First Amendment to the Constitu
tion is the freedom of the Press to report 
events without revealing their source. 
Most of the things we discuss in this paper 
have been said openly, publicly and in 
print. We never talk about things that we 
cannot document. We simply want to assure 
anyone who shares information with us that 
we will keep it confidential and never re
veal our source unless we have the permis
sion of that source.

RMT

Liars Do Figure
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tions and his method of "figuring”. He 
became furious. It doesn't surprise me 
that he would concoct some scheme to dis
credit Burkemon't Church as well as the 
other churches.

Well, enough said. Back to our original 
premise. ’’Figures don’t lie but liars do 
figure”. We think that Southern Baptists 
are tired of figure jugglers. There are 
many and varied ways open to Southern Bap
tist Churches through which they may sup
port the mission programs of our Denomina
tion. Those avenues of support are well 
established and have been in place for 
years. It is pure nonsense to lift out one 
channel of giving and judge a church’s com
mittment solely on the basis of one item. 
That is what Crowder is apparently trying 
to do and is doing it with the blessing of 
the bureaucratic ’’king makers”.

RMT
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Signs already abound that Baptists are 
becoming more discriminate about their giv
ing. They have less and less enthusiasm 
about giving more and more dollars in the 
name of ’’winning the world to Christ” while 
the vital signs of the denomination remain 
poor (such as baptism and Sunday School 
enrollment). It remains to be seen whether 
or not we are going to learn from the Me
thodist tragedy or whether we will eventu
ally go the same way they are going. We 
can tell more about it after Kansas City.

GO TO
KANSAS CITY

It is imperative that you conservativ 
men go to Kansas City. It has become in 
creasingly apparent that the liberals form' 
ed the "Forum" in order to rally liberal: 
to Kansas City. No, they are not moder 
ates. They are not conservative. They an 
liberals or either they are liberal sympa
thizers. The liberals have demonstratec 
well to us what their plans are. In the 
past, when they have controlled the nomina
ting and electing process, they gave noth
ing to conservative men. In those area; 
where they still are in control, they give 
us nothing. That is made clear right here 
in North Carolina where the Nominating Com
mittee is still under liberal control and 
conservative men are not being appointed. 
That is the reason that it is so important 
that conservative men go to Kansas City ii 
we are to continue the conservative resur
gence in the Southern Baptist Convention.

Grady Cothen is the liberal candidate. 
As you will read elsewhere in this paper, 
he aligned himself with liberals long ago. 
He made it clear in the "Cogitations" art'i- 
cles that he wrote for Facts And Trends 
magazine that he was aligning himself with 
the Sherman-Chafin Coalition. He fooled a 
lot of people for a time but his position 
is now abundantly clear. If Cothen wins in 
Kansas City you may expect a full slate of 
liberal appointments*

It doesn't matter who you really favor 
unless you go to Kansas City and vote. 
Also, I urge you to take your full comple
ment of messengers - as many as your church 
is allowed. There are still rooms avail
able in Kansas City, especially for those 
driving through. If you would like to get 
in on a flight package, please contact Russ 
Kaemmerling at the Southern Baptist Advo
cate (214/227-1153). Above all let's go 
to Kansas City.

PASTORS’ CONFERENCE
Pastors' Conference President Charles 

F. Stanley has put together the most out
standing Pastors' Conference Program that 
we have seen in many years. Speakers in
clude former Convention President Bailey 
Smith of First Southern Church, Del City, 
Oklahoma, Franky Schaeffer, filmmaker and 
son of the late Francis Schaeffer,who is a 
tremendous Christian philosopher in the 
conservative vein, Dr. Stephen Olford of 
Encounter Ministries, Edwin Young of Sec
ond Church,Houston, O.S. Hawkins of First 
Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Dr. 
David Seamands, Pastor of theWillmore 
United Methodist Church in Kentucky who 
also works part time with the Bill Glass 
Evangelistic Association. Dr. Seamands is 
a: very outstanding speaker who is identi
fied with the conservative wing of the 
United Methodist Church. Roy Fish, Pro
fessor of Evangelism at Southwestern Semi
nary and always a favorite on Convention 
Programs is also a Conference Speaker. 
Ron Lewis, a well known consultant on 
Church Growth is also to be on the pro
gram. Surely, the lineup of speakers 
indicates that the program will surely ac
complish its purpose of "Encouraging the 
Servant of God".

The Pastors' Conference this year will 
meet in the H. Roe Bartie Hall in the 
Kansas City Convention Center and every 
session will be worth your time. The Pas
tors' Conference will meet June 10 & 11.



PERSECUTION OF CONSERVATIVES
BY ROBERT M. TENERY

Our Church sponsors a 15 minute devo
tional type program on the local radio 
station every Sunday Morning just following 
NBC News. It was Sunday Morning, May 26. 
Our program had just gone off the air. I 
had spoken on "Christ Our Advocate". Dur
ing the Broadcast I had made several Scrip
tural references. In making those refer
ences I would say, "The Bible says." My 
telephone was ringing. On the other end 
was a man who was travelling through. He 
had stopped to call me and attack me for 
saying, "The Bible says." He allowed as 
how the Bible is a "man made book". He had 
"studied these things at Universities".

I contended that he had studied at the 
.wrong University - that the Bible is in
spired by God - that it is God breathed - 
that it is inerrant in its content and in
fallible in its pronouncements - that it is 
the Word of God that He spoke through holy 
men. I suggested to him that if he would 
study the Bible with an open mind asking 
the Holy Spirit to guide him that he would 
come to a different conclusion.

FURY
He was furious and he slammed the tele

phone receiver down. This is just one 
other illustration of the hatred for con
servatives that is out there in the world. 
For instance,nothing can incite more hatred 
and viciousness than the term "fundamental
ist". That is the reason that this has be
come the darling term of some men in our 
Denomination in their reference to conser
vative Southern Baptists. They figure they 
have latched on to a term that will really 
cause the juices to flow and incite hatred 
against conservative Christians. Now, keep 
in mind that being a fundamentalist does 
not involve dress codes nor hair styles. 
Whether or not one prefers the King James 
Version of the Bible to some other trans
lation has nothing to do with whether or 
not he is a fundamentalist even though 
conservatives are very careful about the 
translations that they use and they usually 
steer clear of paraphrased editions of the 
Bible. But, being a fundamentalist means 
that you believe five things:

1. You believe in the Virgin birth of 
Christ.

2. You believe in the infallibility of 
the Bible.

3. You believe in the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ at Calvary.

4. You believe in the bodily resurrec
tion of Christ from the grave.

5. You believe in the visible return 
of the Lord.

if you believe all five of those things you 
?re a fundamentalist but the liberals among 
js who would like to discredit conservative 
ven have tried to make the term carry a lot 
jf baggage that it was never intended to 
zarry. They like to associate it with 
snake handlers and people who refuse medi
al treatment for their children. They 
like to associate it with total separa
tism. While separatists may be fundamenta- 
:ists, that does not. mean that all funda
mentalists are separatists in the extreme 
?ense of the word. While fundamentalists 
®uld all agree that a Christian should 
•at be of the world they do not believe 
Jiat Christians should withdraw from the 
arid.

SBC

Many of those who hate conservatives and 
fundamentalists with a passion are to be 
found among the self styled liberal elite 
of our denomination who fancy that they are 
the only ones who are "qualified" to hold 
positions in our denomination. You hear 
them talk about the "official family" of 
the Southern Baptist Convention because 
many of them have made their way into exec
utive positions within the denomination. 
They teach in our classrooms and many of 
them serve on the payrolls of our agencies. 
Most of them are still concealing their 
real beliefs but when everything is shaken 
down, we are going to find that many of 
them will deny the veracity of the
Bible. For instance, a professor taught at 
the University of Richmond for years and 
influenced hundreds of impressionable young 
people before he finally denied publicly 
that Jesus was the Son of God or even claim
ed to be. Another taught at Southern Sem
inary and at Furman University for many
years before he finally came forth and
stated publicly that the Book of Luke had
over 6,000 errors. Many of them will not
allow recording machines to be brought into 
classrooms for fear that Southern Baptists 
who support the institutions, will find out 
what they are teaching.

PUBLICATIONS
They have seized control of the Denomi

national publications such as the State 
Papers. The newly elected Editor of the 
Baptist Witness of Florida recently charged 
in his Editorial that there was a small 
group in the Convention trying to impose 
their "narrow theology" upon others. Of 
course that is nonsense but the liberals 
seem to have a hard time getting their act 
together and making consistent statements. 
One says that we are trying to impose our 
"narrow theology" upon the Convention while 
others declare that theology is simply 
"smoke screen" and that it is really a 
power struggle. That "narrow theology" in
cludes those things that we mentioned ea
rlier. Yes, it is a theological matter. 
There are many of us who feel that tradi
tional Southern Baptist theology should be 
generously reflected in our publications, 
and in all of our work, including the kind 
of people who are appointed as mission
aries, from our mission boards but we are 
going to be sorely persectued for our be
liefs. Some Editors have tried to associ
ate us with the "Fundamentalist Moslems" of 
the Khomeni type. Others have tried to 
portray us as being simply ignorant.

SCHAEFFER

Francis Schaeffer, before his death, 
warned us that the liberals and secular 
humanists who had seized control of govern
ment, the educational system, and many de
nominations will not relinquish that con
trol without a fight. He warned that we 
may not win every struggle but that we must 
continue until the cause has been won. 
While we must always reflect Christian 
graces in the struggle, we must never al
low ourselves to be intimidated and become 
impotent in the name of Christian grace. 
We must reject all suggestions that our 

struggle is "unChristian". It -is not. 
It is the most Christian thing going on in 
the world today because our Gospel is at 
stake. The reason that the Gospel survived 
in the First Century is because men like 
Paul would not allow themselves to be in
timidated. They kept preaching and Paul 
wrote letters under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. He wrote in defense of real 
Christianity and consistently rebuked 
those who would corrupt it, add to it or 
take from it. We may expect more vicious 
attacks in State Papers. We may expect 
vicious attacks from Denominational plat
forms such as we are receiving now from 
Keith Parks of the Foreign Mission Board. 
What is now happening in the Southern Bap
tist Convention happened in other Denomina
tions, such as the Methodists, years ago. 
The conservative Methodists failed to mount 
a challenge to it until, for all practical 
purposes, they have lost their Denomination.

CONSERVATIVES

While some conservative Southern Bap
tists are moving on to some Boards and 
Agencies, we still do not have a voting 
majority anywhere and the Denominational 
bureaucrats have steadfastly refused to em
ploy anyone who dares to say that he be
lieves in the inerrancy of the Bible. The 
"jury is still out" on whether or not we 
will be able to turn the Southern Baptist 
Convention back to its historical purpose. 
For instance, the Foreign Mission Board has 
been a favorite of conservative Southern 
Baptists. It is now in the process of 
changing directions. Some of the older 
missionaries are resigning. A case in 
point is Webster Carroll who served with 
such greats as Wimpy Harper. He has re
signed and gone to work for another mission 
agency made up of Southern Baptists. The 
whole story is carried in the May issue of 
the Southern Baptist Advocate. Those of us 
in North Carolina remember well the time 
when Worth Grant resigned. He was a mis
sionary to Japan. The door was wide open 
in Japan. He is not bashful about telling 
his story. He wanted to direct a great 
evangelistic thrust to the entire nation of 
Japan. Other Baptist leaders such as 
Dr. T.A. Patterson agreed with him but the 
new breed of missionaries who were moving 
into the field even then did not agree. 
We are producing a kind of missionary in 
the Southern Baptist Convention who wants 
to operate a glorified Peace Corps instead 
of carrying the claims of Christ, in an 
evangelistic way, to those who have never 
heard. Oh, we are still being told that is 
what the Foreign Mission Board is doing but 
the methods now being embraced are far from 
what we have known as our Southern 
Baptist missions approach. The.question is 
whether or not we wjll sit idly by while 
one man's misguided philosophy ruins the 
impact of the Foreign Mission Board. When 
we challenge the new directions, we will 
suffer persecution. The only alternative 
to that challenge.is a loss of our mission
ary enterprise. Are we ready for that?
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