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WHAT HAPPENED IN KANSAS CITY?
AN ANALYSIS

BY ROBERT M. TENERY
Analysts and Convention watchers have 

been trying for weeks to determine what 
really happened in Kansas City - what was 
behind the actions that we saw there. Kan
sas City has had a reputation for signifi
cant Conventions in which significant ac
tions have been taken. In 1963 the Bap
tist Faith and Message was adopted in Kan
sas City. The date of this adoption was 
May 9. In 1977 we were launching Bold Mis
sion Thrust and the well known "Privette" 
Motion was adopted there that year. The 
1984 Convention is no exception. It is a 
significant convention.

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

700 or 800 per Sunday in Sunday School.Now, 
the church averages over 3,000 in Sunday 
School. Many pastors are still dismayed 
that it has suddenly become some kind of 
"sin" in the minds of some of our Denomina
tional leaders for a church’ to grow and to 
become a large church.

INSIGHT OF MESSENGERS
The election of Dr. Stanley says some

thing wonderful about the spiritual in
sight of the messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Kansas City and other 
recent Conventions. They know that the 
growth of the First Baptist Church in At-

Baptist Convention has no stomach for chal
lenges to the Committee on Boards Report. 
The Denominational Press had done much to 
make Paul Pressler the most controversial 
man in the Convention but the messengers to 
the Convention, in a spirit of fair minded
ness and admiration, brushed aside all vil
ifications that had appeared in the Baptist 
Press and sustained Paul Pressler to the 
Executive Committee.

NORTH CAROLINA
Another much publicized challenge came 

from North Carolina. Members of the Com
mittee on Boards from North Carolina had

lanta, Georgia is a demonstration of what not renominated Richard Eskew of Yadkin-
The election of Dr. Charles Stanley as can happen when the Word of God is believed ville to the Home Mission Board because he 

our President demonstrates to the world without question and faithfully proclaimed, had served 7 years and two full terms a- 
that mainline, grassroots Southern Baptists There are other notable examples such as mount to only 8 years. Had he been re- 
are more interested in one's spiritual the First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, elected he would have served for 11 years, 
qualifications for leadership than they are Florida, the First Baptist Church of Dal- The members of the Committee on Boards from 
in how many Denominational Committees he las, Texas, the Bellevue Baptist Church of North Carolina felt that was an excessively 
has served on, what percentage he gives to Memphis, Tennessee,- Second Baptist Church long period of time for one person to 
the Co-operative Program or how long he has of Houston, Texas and the First Southern serve.' The Biblical Recorder had made much 
been on the Denominational payroll. Many Baptist Church of Del City, Oklahoma, of this challenge. Members of the Execu- 
Southern Baptists hear Charles Stanley week These churches are led by men who believe tive Committee of the Home Mission Board 
by week either by radio or television. They in the inerrancy of Scripture without apol- had urged the Committee on Boards to recon
know that he is deep in the Word and they ogy. sider, an action which many Southern Bap-
know that he is a persuasive preacher of tists felt was very inappropriate and which
the Word. They know that he is a man of COMMITTEE ON BOARDS offended many. Southern Baptists
prayer. They know that he is a very caring - just do not like for any agency to
Pastor of the First Baptist Church, Atlanta In Kansas City, the Messengers affirmed make suggestions to the Committee on Boards 
Georgia - not a "TV Evangelist" as he was their trust in the system by which we se- as to who should serve as Trustees of that 
billed in the Charlotte Observer. lect Trustees. The Committee on Boards Agency nor are they sympathetic with any

Report was passed without amendment and un- Agency or any group from an Agency that
PRAYER MEETING changed. There were a number of challenges would interfere with the work of the Com-

to the report of the Committee on Boards mittee on Boards. Again, the work of the 
In his closing message to the Convention but the Convention sustained the Committee Committee on Boards was sustained and Tom 

Zig Ziglar made reference to the Prayer on Boards Report to the last man. Freeman was elected to replace Richard Es-
Meeting at which Charles Stanley was con- The most inconsiderate challenge to the kew. This does not mean that anyone had 
victed of the Lord that he should allow Report was the challenge of Paul Pressler anything against Mr. Eskew. This writer 
his name to be placed in nomination. Con- of Houston, Texas. This challenge made the was privilged to meet Mr. Eskew at the 
trary to what the Press would have you be- Convention an unnecessarily agonizing Con- Convention and talk with him briefly. We 
live, the Candidacy of Charles Stanley vention for Pressler. While Pressler was were impressed with the spirit in which he 
was not "poured in concrete" when we arri- attending the Convention his Son, who is accepted the decision of the Convention, 
ved in Kansas City. In fact, on two dif- still very ill, had to be hospitalized in Although we do not know anything about his 
ferent occasions after arriving in Kansas Houston, Texas and in face of that agoniz- theology, that was never a question. North 
City Dr. Stanley expressed doubt that he ing development Pressler was still facing Carolina representatives on the Committee 
was the one who should be nominated. It the possibility of being humiliated by an on Boards should receive an apology from 
was 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday Morning before he inconsiderate challenge. It was led by a several people who have been so ugly to 
finally was convinced of the Lord he was man who did not even have the consideration them - especially Mrs. Ann Frazier. She 
the one to be President of the Southern to talk to Pressler before the Convention stood before the Convention and dealt with 
Baptist Convention. This writer was privi- so that he might know the man or what he be- the matter very graciously and superbly, 
leged to be in that prayer meeting and we lieves.Even though the challenge was led by Even though a lot of bitter barbs had been 
talk more about that elsewhere in this pa- the President of the Texas Convention who thrown in her direction, she never respond- 
per. Charles Stanley is Pastor of a large offered the name of a well known Dallas Pas- ed in kind. She is to be commended for that 
and growing church. We sometimes feel that tor in the place of Pressler, Pressler was spirit, 
certain members of the Baptist Press Corps handily sustained by the Convention. In 
refer to churches such as Dr. Stanley's as that vote the Convention sent a powerful EXECUTIVE CANDIDATES
"mega-churches" or "super churches" in a message to those among us who would like to 
vein of derision. That is unfortunate if villify, harass and demean those whose only Again, the Kansas City Convention made 
not despicable. Dr. Stanley accepted the offense is that they believe in the Word of it clear that they do not take well to the 
Pastorate of the First Baptist Church of God and they let the world know where they idea of Executives or former Executives 
Atlanta, Georgia when the attendance in stand on the issues. Year by year, it be-m ranninQ fan^ ^gf;Pres-,idency of the Conven
that great old downtown church was down to comes increasingly clear that the Soutire^Gp |i^^^|TlNUED QN PAGE TWO



AN ANALYSIS CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

tion. This was reflected in the poor show
ing of Grady Cothen in the Presidential 
election when he polled only 26% of the 
vote. Many Southern Baptists were offended 
by the fact that Grady Cothen took medical 
disability retirement from the Sunday 
School Board because of the pressures of 
the job but then he allows his name 
to be placed in nomination for the Presi
dency of the Convention. That smacked too 
much of a political scheme. Baptists have 
made it clear on two different occasions 
that they are not going to be dominated by 
either employed or retired executives.

EDITORS

Baptists also made it clear in Kansas 
City that they are not going to be stam
peded by liberal editors. Just prior to 
the Convention, the very vituperative and 
insidious Editorial by C.R. Daley of Kentu
cky was reprinted in serveral state papers. 
It was very demeaning to conservative men. 
It dealt very extensively in the repulsive 
practice of assigning ugly motives to con
servative men. It was a clear attempt to 
discredit the conservative wing of the Con
vention. The Editorial was even reprinted 
and handed out at the doors of the Conven
tion Hall. He was joined by some other 
liberal Editors to try to destroy the can
didacy of Charles Stanley and discredit 
other well known conservative men such as 
Paul Pressler. Never in history have State 
Papers engaged in such harsh and sinister 
rhetoric prior to the Convention. The 
Biblical Recorder of North Carolina was 
judged by many observers to be the worst of 
them but Southern Baptists turned aside all 
of it. Some State Papers even encouraged 
and "predicted" challenges to the Committee 
on Boards Report. That was going to be 
the place where the liberals really "showed 
their stuff" but the Convention refused to 
change the report of the Committee one iota, 
Every Nomineee of the Committee was handily 
sustained.

STAMPEDE IS OVER

There was a time when State 
Editors could stampede the Convention into 
almost anything in the final issues before 
the Convention but that day has passed 
thanks to such papers as the Southern Bap- 
tist Advocate and Baptists United News. 
Now, the messengers can be informed as to 
what the real issues are. Their abusiveness 
can be answered and challenged. Almost 
all knowledgable observers contend that, 
especially the Southern Baptist Advocate, 
made the difference in the Convention. 
Conservative men have Russell Kaemmerling 
and the Southern Baptist Advocate to thank 
for such resounding victories in Kansas 
City. But while the Advocate was tremen
dously important that is not the whole 
story. Southern Baptists have made it a- 
bundantly clear that they are just not go
ing to follow mean and vicious people. The 
mindless attacks on such spiritual men as 
Charles Stanley, Paige Patterson and Paul 
Pressler got nowhere. Baptists know that 
the charges of "take over" are phony. They 
resented the blatant lies that were told 
about Dr. Stanley, especially the false 
statements attributed to Dr. Stanley's 
physician. Dr. Stanley did not even dis
cuss the matter of his possible election to 
the Presidency with his physician. That is 
his own testimony. In fact, he has not 
seen his physician for a long time. He oc

casionally visits a chiropractor who helps 
to relax muscle tension.

RADICAL GROUPS

Again, we saw the Convention's rejec
tion of pressure from radical groups. For 
several years the Convention has refused to 
endorse the ordination of women. Each year 
the radical feminists came with a resolu
tion pressing for the ordination of women. 
Conservative men, including Dr. Jimmy Dra
per, constantly advised them that it was a 
matter for the local church and that they 
should not press the Convention to endorse 
the ordination of women. But the radical 
feminists never gave up. Finally, the Con
vention did speak. They spoke loud and 
clear in Kansas City and the radical fem
inists didn't like what they said. Of 
course, the Resolution which is discussed 
elsewhere in this issue, has been distorted 
beyond recognition, the messengers to the 
Convention made it clear that they are 
willing to stand by the teaching of the 
Scripture concerning the ordination of wo
men which is one of the great heresies of 
our day.

In another very unusual action, the Bap
tist Joint Committee on public affairs was 
just barely sustained in the Budget and 
probably would have been deleted from the 
Budget had the Messengers understood the 
issues involved. It became abundantly clear 
that while Southern Baptists want a voice 
in Washington, they are not going to take 
kindly to their representatives aligning 
themselves with people like the Moonies and 
taking the radical positions that have 
never characterized Baptist People. The- 
vote in Kansas City made it clear that the 
Baptist Joint Committee can be done away 
with and that we can establish our own 
Southern Baptist presence in Washington.

CONCLUSION

This is something behind the mood,behind 
the votes that were taken in Kansas City. 
It was a great Convention and folks demon
strated as they have for the past five 
years, that the mainstream of Southern 
Baptist people are still solidly conserva
tive and they are rejecting efforts to 
lead us to the left or to inject things in 
our lives that have not historically char
acterized Southern Baptists. The Kansas 
City Convention is a Convention that every 
mainline Southern Baptist can be thankful 
for. RMT

WHAT IS THE 
DENOMINATION?

We have some Southern Baptist Executives 
who are admonishing Denominational Employ
ees and others not to be ashamed but to 
be unapologetically supportive of the De
nomination. At the same time they are mak
ing a lot of vitriolic statements about the 
Kansas City Convention. Their admonition 
to be unapologetically associated with the 
Denomination is a good one but they need to 
understand what the Denomination is. The 
Denomination is not the Home Mission Board 
or the Foreign Mission Board or the Sunday 
School Board. The Denomination is a group 
of duly elected messengers from the church
es sitting in session at a Convention. The 
Home Mission Board, the Foreign Mission 
Board and the Sunday School Board as well 
as institutions are simply agencies of that 
Denomination. The only general policy mak

9

ing body that we have is the Southern Bap
tist Convention in session. When one is* 
supportive of the Denomination he is sup
portive of what the Southern Baptist Con
vention said in session in Kansas City. If 
one is not supportive of that then he is 
not supportive of the Denomination.

The Convention 
Sermon

The so-called ’’Convention Sermon” this 
year was about the'poorest excuse we have 
heard for a sermon in a long long time. It 
was nothing more than a vicious, vitriolic 
tirade against conservative men which mani
fested a Barney Pfieffe mentality.lt insul
ted the intelligence of the Messengers by 
suggesting to them that they were being 
manipulated. It got into the Pharisaical 
practice of assigning motives to other 
people. It was as ridiculous as the Phari
sees suggesting that Jesus did the great 
works that he did by the power of Beelzebub. 
Moreover, the Convention Sermon assigned 
evil motives to others as . if the Preacher 
of the Sermon (Russell Dilday) had attained 
some kind of omniscience to know the hearts 
of other people. Of course, the vitupera
tions were so thinly veiled that they drew 
standing applause from the liberals but 
when voting time came it was obvious that 
the majority of the messengers had rejected 
all the adroit suggestions and the immotive 
innuendos which had been flung at them by 
Russell Dilday.

The sermon was without a Biblical basis 
and was especially unbecoming of an agency 
head and could possibly do nothing but 
deepen division. We listened intently in 
the corridors and after sessions to the 
messengers reactions to the sermon. If 
there is one thing that is clear, messen
gers are quite weary of Convention Sermons 
that are designed to make political hay. 
When the time comes for the Convention Ser
mon, the messengers want to hear a "Thus 
saith the Lord” and not a ’’thus saith the 
establishment”. They are tired of Sermons 
that attack Bible believing, conservative 
people and defend the indefensible.

The preacher of the Convention Sermon 
for next year is Dr. Charles Fuller. We 
hope that he learned something from this 
year ’ s blunder by Russell Dilday,.' We hope 
that he will avoid trying to make political 
hay with the Convention Sermon and. bring a 
good, Bible based message to. the people 
that will encourage them and challenge 
them with .deep truthes- from the Word of 
God. That is the. kind of message that Will 
unify our people and s,^nd them away with 
warm hearts and a warm fellowship. The 
Messengers are growing impatient with stri
dent Convention Sermons that are designed 
to lecture conservative people.
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THE LIBERAL WING RESPONDS TO KANSAS CITY
It's time for honesty and candor. Let's 

face it, we have a left wing and a right 
wing in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The left wing, for the most part, admit 
that they are left wing. We of the right 
wing, admit that .we are right wing. The 
left wing is more liberal and the right 
wing is more conservative. There are de
grees of liberalism on the left and there 
are degrees of conservatism on the right. 
The watershed issue is our view of the 
Bible. The conservative wing of the Con
vention believes in the plenary inspiration 
of the Scripture and believe that it is 
Divine truth without any mixture of error. 
This view was expressed in the Baptist 
Faith and Message of 1925 and 1963. We 
believe that the Bible is inspired, infal
lible and inerrant.

The left wing of the Convention is made 
up..of men who say they believe many parts 
of the Bible to be true but they contend 
that there are some parts of the Bible that 
are erroneous-that it contains errors. Some 
believe there are just a few errors. Some 
believe that there are many. It is a matter 
of degree. One former Southern Baptist 
Prof stated that the Book of Luke had 
6,000 errors. He quoted one source which 
said it had 60,000. Many of us contend that 
it doesn't matter once you decide that the 
Bible has errors. From that point on, you 
have no epistomological foundation so it 
doesn't matter whether you claim there are 
few or many errors.

RESPONSE

Now that you know where we are coming 
from we want to share with you the response 
from the left wing of the Convention. The 
right wing of the Convention, for the most 
part, responded in one way. We were happy. 
We came away with joy in our hearts because 
the Convention did some things that will 
strengthen our witness in the years ahead 
and make us more effective. We may go 
through some trying times but on out ahead 
we will see light at the end of the tunnel. 
We don't believe that it will be many years 
until we will see the declines of former 
years turned around. We don't believe 
that we will ever see the disastrous days 
of the sixties and "early seventies again 
when liberalism was "riding high in the 
saddle" in the Southern Baptist Convention.

HARWELL

But, the left wing of the Convention was 
unhappy and their responses were varied. 
For instance, Jack U. Harwell, Editor of 
the Christian Index, of Georgia said, "Last 
week I cried hot, wet tears on two separate 
occasions." He said, "All afternoon and 
evening on Tuesday, friends and colleagues 
voiced despair and discouragement over what 
had transpired on the SBC floor. They were 
shocked over the election of the SBC Presi
dent, over election of Paul Pressler to the 
Executive Committee, over right wing reso
lutions that were presented, etc.

"One of the finest minds among us asked, 
'In 30 seconds give me three reasons why I 
should continue to be a member of a Conven
tion which has been captured by a far right 
wing political machine headquartered in 
Washington, D. C.?‘" Harwell continued, 
"That was typical of many expressions from 
'moderates' in Kansas City.

"As I pondered that and other grim at,- 
titudes expressed, I laid in my bed and 
prayed and wept. I wept bitter tears of 
confusion and anguish. I had been hard 
pressed to answer my friend's question with 
persuading conviction." He did find a few 
things to rejoice about but they were few."

Of course, you may wonder about "one of 
the finest minds among us" who thinks the 
Convention is being run by a far right po
litical machine headquartered in Washington 
D.C. Most of the liberals charge that it 
is headquartered in Dallas or Houston but 
if one is simply going to make wild and 
mindless charges we suppose it is just as 
good to use Washington, D.C. as Dallas or 
Houston.

MCEACHERN
Alton McEachern, Pastor of the First 

Baptist Church of Greensboro, was quoted by 
the Press as saying, "The crazies are now 
in the driver's seat." This quotation seems 
particularly strange coming from McEachern 
because he has been accorded about every 
Platform and position that the establish
ment can give in North Carolina and South
ern Baptist life. He is more and more i- 
dentifying with the liberal wing of the 
Convention.

SHERMAN

Cecil Sherman, generally considered the 
"prime mover" of the liberal wing of the 
Convention said, "About 15 or 20 years ago, 
I thought it was all just a matter of sty
listic differences. Well, it is not." 
Sherman continued by saying, "Theology is 
behind those two styles. People who think 
all this fussing and fighting in the Sou
thern Baptist Convention is just over style 
is (sic) wrong. Power flows out of theolo
gy. People act on what they believe."

In a post-convention issue of his Church 
paper called The Church Highlights Cecil 
Sherman stated that he is a liberal in 
Southern Baptist life and that he is not 
ashamed of it. He stated that conserva
tives are afraid to study the Bible because 
they are afraid that they will learn that 
it is not true. He continued that those of 
his persuasion are not afraid to study the 
leading theological scholars of the world.

Of course, we conservatives know that he 
is wrong and we strongly disagree with 
him. We believe that it is the liberals 
who have not really studied the Bible but, 
at least, we admire his honesty in coming 
out forthrightly and stating how he feels. 
Not many of the so-called "moderates" have 
done this. They have tried to paint the 
conservative men as those hungry, simply 
for political power. They have tried to 
persuade Southern Baptist people that there 
is no theological difference, that it is 
simply a power struggle. Now, the moder
ates leader, Dr. Cecil Sherman, has laid 
that nonsense to rest.

WALKER KNIGHT

Walker Knight, Editor of SBC Today, the 
newspaper of the liberal wing, said the 
elections on Tuesday of the Convention were 
a "crushing blow" for moderates. He con
tinued by saying, "The moderates had come 
to this Convention with great optimism.They 
had organized a Forum at the beginning of 

the week and were elated at the turn out. 
They anticipated to do much better than 
they did in the voting. Knight charged that 
the conservatives had bussed many people to 
Kansas City for the Convention. Of course, 
as we have pointed out elsewhere in this 
edition, that is a blatant lie.Tim Hedquist 
has confimred that there were fewer bus per
mits issued this year than usual and that 
he found no evidence of bussing by either 
side in any significant way.

STAN HASTY

Stan Hasty, who is listed as the Wash
ington Bureau Chief for Baptist Press, said: 
"This was to be a pivotal year for the 
moderates." Hasty contended that the mod
erates had failed to stop the conservative 
trend of the past five years.

In a Baptist Press Release, Hasty point
ed out that "Moderates" arrived in Kansas 
City boasting of 8,000 votes for Grady 
Cothen. Baptists United News has learned 
from reliable sources that this boast came 
from Dr. Foy Valentine.

COTHEN
Dr. Grady C. Cothen, who was described 

by the Kansas City Times as "a moderate" 
was quoted as saying," We may very well be 
standing at the cross roads in the sense 
that if the present ultra-conservative 
trend continues, the Southern Baptist Con
vention will rapidly diminish in strength 
and in influence." The Times further sta
ted that "Mr. Cothen summarizes the Moder
ates' position saying: 'More liberal 
people would say that maybe there is an 
inconsistency, but it is unimportant. They 
would also say that the people who wrote 
the Bible were directed by the Holy Spirit, 
but not necessarily the individual words." 
The Times further said: "Mr. Cothen is re
garded as the candidate of the moderates, 
and the Rev. Charles Stanley of Atlanta, 
President of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion Pastors' Conference, is seen as the 
candidate of the Conservatives."

Apparently, Dr. Cothen sees even Jimmv 
Draper as being an "ultra-conservative" 
and bad for the Convention. These seem 
like strange words from a man who headed an 
agency which was committed to carry out its 
program assignment in accord with the Bap
tist Faith and Message statement which 
clearly says that the Bible is "truth 
without any mixture of error." Cothen's 
statement was very revealing, indeed, for 
many messengers who had to make a decision 
at balloting time and the messengers let 
it be known where they stood.
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THE MAILING LIST
The flap over the State Convention's 

Mailing List is much ado about nothing. 
Obviously, the Editor of the Biblical Re
corder has tried to make as much mileage 
out of it as he can in his campaign against 
Senator Jesse Helms and against Coy Pri- 
vette. All the "protesting" is obviously 
political and largely comes from those who 
are opposed to Senator Jesse Helms.

First, the mailing list is a published 
list. It is gleaned from published sources. 
That is the reason that it is a little 
hard to understand why the Executive Com
mittee of the Baptist State Convention is 
making so much over it unless their action 
also is a political move that is tilting 
against Helms.

The Executive Committee and Roy Smith 
are absolutely wrong in public statements 
saying that "we deeply regret that a breach 
of agreement occured regarding the mailing 
list". Let it be clearly understood that 
there has never been any agreement concern
ing the mailing list either written or 
oral so it is absolutely false for the 
Executive Committee to say that there has 
been a breach of agreement.

Since Bill Boatwright confirmed to Bap
tist Press that the list is prepared from 
Uniform Church Letters sent by the churches 
it should be remembered that the mailing 
list doesn't belong to Jim Murphy and the 
Executive Committee any more than it be
longs to the rest of us.

Jim Murphy took a cheap shot at Coy 
Privette in his remarks to Baptist Press 
when he said, "He knows what our policy has 
been. He knew that it was ethically a 
breach of trust between the Convention and 
the Christian Action League." Again, there 
have been no policy statements and it was 
not a breach of trust. The supplying of a 
mailing list is not tantamount to endorse
ment. We are continually hearing admoni
tions to good Christian citizenship. If we 
believe that Christian citizens should be 
informed voters, then why is anyone upset 
that information concerning the past ac
tions and helps of a candidate are related 
to the people. Senator Helms has assisted 
the Christian Action League many many times 
concerning moral issues. Since the liber
als have had Senator Helms under such at
tack, Mr. Privette felt that it was time 
for someone to say something about what a 
fellow Baptist has helped us to do in the 
past on the great moral issues that face 
our State and Nation. Senator Helms has 
always been available and has always given 
his best help on moral issues with which 
the Christian Action League is concerned.

Murphy, in a veiled threat, said, "I 
think our Convention will have some very 
strong suggestions to make to the CAL Di
rectors." Mr. Murphy may miss his guess 
there. The Convention may have some 
strong suggestions to make to the Execu
tive Committee.

BOTTOM LINE

Finally, we get to the bottom line. 
Murphy stated that withholding funds is a 
"definite possibility, particularly when 
our Convention meets in November. If the 
Messengers are not satisfied with answers 
provided by the Christian Action League, 
a motion certainly could be made to with
hold the funds." Of course, we know that 
some liberals in the Convention have been 
trying to defund the Christain Action 
League for many years. Ernest Glass did 

his best to cut off Convention Funds to 
the Christian Action League. He stated 
on a number of occasions that he did not 
agree with the positions of the Christian 
Action League. It took a floor fight in 
Greensboro to restore funds to the Chris
tian Action . League and Baptists made it 
clear on that occasion that they have no 
stomach for withholding funds from the 
League. They know that the Christian Ac
tion League is the only affective organi
zation in this State in combatting liquor, 
drugs and all kinds of obscenity including 
Adult Bookstores, Massage Parlors, Adult 
Movie Houses and other kinds of pornogra
phy. The League is also opposed to abor
tion on demand.

Baptists United News has talked to pas
tors across the State and they, frankly, 
are wondering what all the stir is about. 
They had a hard time making any rhyme or 
reason as to why there is so much ado 
about a simple mailing list. There you 
have the answer. The liberal wing of the 
Convention is using this issue to try to 
cut off all funds to the Christian Action 
League. Baptists all across North Caro
lina have made it clear in the past that 
they feel very strongly about the support 
of the League. Since Pastors all over the 
State know that the names on the mailing 
list are published in places such as As- 
sociational Minutes and the Convention 
Annual, they wondered why the flap? Now 
you know! There was a hidden motive. The 
Executive Committee and Roy Smith are 
serving the agenda of the liberal left in, 
our Convention.

NOTHING NEW

Moreover, many Baptists are wondering 
why there is suddenly so much concern 
over a mailing list. While the Biblical 
Recorder is denying that its list has ever 
been made available to any political or
ganization, Baptist United News has re
ceived reports to the contrary. A resi
dent of Kannapolis received campaign mail 
in behalf of Jim Hunt several years ago in 
which his middle initial was wrong. He 
testified to his pastor that the only 
place in the world where his name was lis
ted with the middle initial wrong was on 
the Biblical Recorder mailing list. For 
some reason the Recorder had gotten his 
middle initial wrong on their mailing 
list and the mailing list from Jim Hunt's 
organization he said contained the same 
error in his name. So this leaves a lot 
of questions in a lot of peoples' minds as 
to whether or not the Biblical Recorder 
mailing list has been made available to 
political organizaions in the past.

Again, pastors all across the State re
ceived a letter on behalf of Bob Jordan 
(a Methodist) just before the Democratic 
primary from former Recorder Editor Marse 
Grant. Where did Mr. Grant get his mail
ing list? Just in recent days, Pastors 
all across the State received a letter 
from Governor Hunt which was addressed to 
the churches. The pretense of the letter 
was a clean-up campaign but the letter ob
viously had political implications.

FELLOW BAPTIST

Since Senator Helms is a fellow Southern 
Baptist (Jim Hunt is not) who attends 
church regularly and who has always helped 
us on moral issues, it was quite fitting 

and proper that Coy Privette along with 
the other leaders should let Baptists know 
what he has done to help us. For instance, 
he heavily supported the recent Bill pas
sed by Congress and enacted into Law which 
raises the Drinking Age to 21 and any 
State which does not comply will lose fed
eral funds for Highways. North Carolina 
in spite of all the boasting about the so- 
called "safe roads act" in North Carolina 
does not comply. An effort was made in
fills State to raise the drinking age to 
21 but Jim Hunt is the man responsible for 
it not being enacted into law. Finally, 
the so-called "safe roads act" of the Hunt 
Administration was so watered down that it 
begins to appear as though it will be al
most entirely ineffective.

Now that you know what is behind the 
mailing list flap, you can go to Asheville 
prepared to vote your convictions.

THE ASHEVILLE
CONVENTION

It will be a terrible mistake for con
servative men across North Carolina to as
sume that because Dr. Wiggins is an incum
bent President that Asheville is not going 
to be an important Convention. It is shapr- 
ing up to be one of the most critical con
vention's in years. Baptist United News 
has learned that liberals are making a con
certed effort to get their full quota of 
messengers to Asheville. Something is up. 
You may be sure of that! We have received 
copies of Church papers from liberal chur
ches in which all out appeals are being 
made for messengers to go to Asheville.

WHAT IS UP?
What can you expect to encounter when 

you arrive at the Asheville Convention?
First, you may expect.an all out effort 

by the liberals to withdraw all funds from 
the Christian Action League! You will hear 
arguments that we have a Christian Life 
Council to do the kind of work that the 
Christian Action League is doing but that 
is false. The Christian Life Council does 
paractically nothing in the areas of liquor 
drug abuse and obscenity. The Christian Ac
tion League has the ear of the State Leg
islature. When Coy Privette walks into the 
Legislative Building he is respected and he 
is heard. The Christian Action League also 
encompasses many denominations which gives 
it more clout at the legislature. But, of 
course,the Baptists provide the major fund
ing for the League. That is as it should 
be because Southern Baptists comprise by 
far the largest group of Christians in 
North Carolina.

Secondly, you may expect some liberal 
resolutions before the Convention that will 
refute the resolution on ordination that 
was passed in Kansas City. You will likely 
hear a Resolution affirming the role of 
women in ministry. Watch for the tricky 
language. The question is not the matter of 
Women in Ministry but ordination. Baptists 
have accepted women in ministry for many 
years. There have been women serving on 
the Foreign and Home Mission fields. There 
have been women who have served as Associ
ations! Missionaries. They have served 
extensively on all important committees of 
the Convention. They have served in staff 
positions in local churches.This is not ev-

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT
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ABOUT STATISTICS
Before the Convention we published an 

article entitled ’’Figures Don’t Lie But 
Liars Do Figure”. Since the Convention 
some have gone wild with their figures. 
They like to select one set of figures and 
propose that they are demonstrating what 
terrible condition the Convention would be 
in if every church gave to the Co-operative 
Program in the same way that Charles Stan
ley’s Church gave. About the most sensible 
thing that I have seen written about it was 
written by Ed Sammons Jr. of Dallas, Texas 
which appeared in the August 22 issue of 
the Baptist Standard. He said:

"In fairness to Stanley and First Church 
Atlanta, let me illustrate. In 1983 there 
were 36,531 Churches in the Southern Bap
tist Convention. Those Churches gave 
$272,571,144 to the Co-operative Program 
and baptised 394,606 people. Therefore, 
the "average” church gave $7,461 to the Co
operative Program and baptised 11 people.

"Had these churches followed the same 
example as Stanley’s Church, the Co-opera
tive Program would have received more than 
$4,018,000,000 dollars because in 
real dollars First Church, Atlanta gave al
most 15 times the amount given by the"aver- 
age" church in the Convention. Again, had 
the "average" church followed the example 
of Stanley in baptisms, 9,700,000 more 
people would have come to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord.

"In real people, the First Church, At
lanta, baptised 24 times the number as 
were baptised by the "average" Southern 
Baptist Church. Over 9,000,000 more would 
surely have qualified as Bold Mission 
Thurst.

"We can all pray that God will bless 
Stanley and First Church, Atlanta, Georgia 
in order that they might do better; but we 
should be careful in using "average" sta
tistics that tear another member of the 
Body down."

Even the hostile Editor of the Baptist 
Standard had to admit that Sammons had 
made a good point and that the game of sta
tistics can be misleading. Indeed it can! 
We believe that is one reason the Messen
gers to the Kansas City Convention made it 
clear that we are not going to be stampeded 
by people who manipulate statistics and 
that they are not going to penalize church
es because they have grown and are doing a 
great work. Southern Baptists were com
pletely turned off by the derogatory re
marks made about "super churches". Wc have 
absolutely no respect for Denominational 
leaders who talk about "Bold Missions" and 
then who4 criticise growing churches and 
make snide remarks about them being "super 
churches".

TROUBLE AT
RADIO-TV COMMISSION

It has been announced over;public tele
vision in Ft. Worth, Texas that 35 people 
have been laid off - at the Radio-TV Commis
sion, and inside sources say that , the figure 
may well climb to 60. There have also 
been rumors that the Radio-TV Commission is 
running $500,000 to $700,000 in arrears in 
current bills because the Commission has 
not been able to raise the "big bucksn that 
are really needed to put the ACTS Network 
on the road. This is something that South
ern Baptists will need to watch- carefully 
in the months Just ahead.

“HOLY
Reaction from across the Convention con

cerning Roy Honeycutt’s declaration of a 
"Holy War" has been swift, and angry. A 
South Carolina Pastor said, "Honeycutt is 
too little a man to head one of our largest 
seminaries." Pastors in North Carolina and 
in other States are appalled that Honeycutt 
seems to have no conscience about financing 
his "holy war" with Co-operative Program 
Funds. Baptist United News has learned 
from reliable sources that the Pastor of 
one of the heaviest giving churches to the 
Co-operative Program in the Southern Bap
tist Convention has stated that his church 
will probably escrow Co-operative Program 
Funds until the "holy war" is over and his 
church is assured that Co-operative Program 
Funds will be used properly for mission 
causes for which they are intended. The 
Pastor has said, "We do not intend to fi
nance Honeycutt’s holy war."

Honeycutt declared his "holy war" at the 
Fall convocation of the Seminary. He se
lected an obviously friendly audience to 
make charges that are obviously false, ma
licious and, in some cases, libelous.

LIES

Most of the charges that Honeycutt made 
were blatant lies. Others were ridiculous 
distortion of the. facts. For instance, 
Honeycutt charged that a fundamentalist 
leader had asked for information from a 
student who often chauffeurs Honeycutt to 
the airport. Honeycutt’s assistant,Wesley 
Pattillo said the person Honeycutt was re
ferring to was Paul Pressler of Houston. 
When contacted about the statement,Pressler 
said, "I have no idea what he is talking 
about. I certainly did not request any
thing like that or suggest that anyone give 
me information like that. I don’t know 
anyone else who has."

Another example of a blatant lie was 
Honeycutt’s constant reference to "inde
pendent fundamentalists within the Southern 
Baptist Convention." The suggestion in that 
term is that the inerrantists are actually 
independent fundamentalists who are really 
outside of the Convention and who are 
trying to "hijack" the Convention. The 
truth is that the most visible inerran
tists in the Convention are graduates of 
Southern Baptist institutions, who either 
belong to or pastor Southern Baptist chur
ches and support Southern Baptist Mission 
causes.They also use Southern Baptist li
terature. For instance, this writer does 
not claim to be a "leader” among the inerr
antists but I am a life long Southern Bap
tist having been saved and joined a South
ern Baptist Church at the age of 9. My fam
ily has been Southern Baptist ever since 
there has been a Southern Baptist Conven
tion. My Father was a Southern Baptist Pa
stor and my Grandfather was a Southern Bap
tist lay leader who made a sizable pledge 
to the 75 million campaign and who paid it 
off under very difficult circumstances. So 
I don’t need a ’’Johnny come lately" like 
Roy Honeycutt to tell me what a Southern 
Baptist is. This is just one other demon
stration of how Honeycutt distorted the 
truth.

Many were incensed by Honeycutt’s con
stant reference to a "war room" in Dallas 
which doesn’t exist. While Honeycutt de
clared that , the Seminary had nothing to 
hide he refused the challenge by Paige 
Patterson to tape the professors’ lectures 
for two years and make them available to
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WAR”
Southern Baptists. While he made a lot of 
mindless charges about the inerrantists,he 
refused an invitation from Paige Patterson 
to debate the issues before Southern Bap
tist people at neutral sites and have one 
final debate before the Pastors’ Conference 
in Dallas. Dr. Honeycutt boasted of the 
taping facilities at Southern Seminary and 
yet he rejected the challenge to tape the 
lectures of the professors. If there is 
nothing to hide, then why the rejection of 
the challenge to tape.

DISTORTIONS

Other ridiculous distortions included 
Honeycutt’s charge that the inerrantists 
are eviscerating from our "heritage" cer
tain beliefs such as the Priesthood of the 
believer,the primacy and the authority of 
Scripture, the soul freedom of conscience, 
liberation through Christ as the Lord of 
life, leadership of the Holy Spirit in our 
governance and other beliefs of Southern 
Baptists. Of course, that is ridiculous 
None of these beliefs have been "eviscera
ted" but conservative Southern Baptists are 
simply saying that these beliefs cannot be 
used as license for heresy and apostasy. 
In fact, the opposite is true. The con
servative men of the Convention are reas
serting the true meaning of these doctrines 
The primacy and authority of Scripture for 
instance, has been reasserted.We have insi
sted upon a proper understanding of the 
priesthood of the believer and that it can
not be used as a license to do anything 
with the Scripture that we want to do. We 
contend that Peter was right in I Peter 1: 
20 when he said:

"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the Scriputre is of any private interpreta
tion for the prophecy came not in old time' 
by the will of man: but holy men of Goa 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. : 
When Dr. Honeycutt and his faculty return 
to that basic truth and quit trying to use 
Baptist "heritage" as an excuse for prosti
tuting the Scriptures, then we will begin 
to see the end of conflict in Southern 
Baptist life.

It is becoming more and more obvious 
that Southern Baptists have a growing im
patience with the political;activities of 
administrators who head institutions sup
ported by Co-operative Program funds. One 
Southern Baptist said, "NOW WE ARE FINAN-’. 
CING THOSE WHO WANT TO USE OUR MONEY TO 
FIGHT US." RMT

Dilday's Folly
Elsewhere in this paper we have reported 

two sessions that Russell Dilday, President 
of Southwestern Seminary had with students 
at which he leveled a number of ridiculous 
charges that were blatantly false. Also, 
he carried some of,the same, scurrilous ma
terial in the July/August issue of South
western News.

Baptist United News has learned through 
highly reliable Sources that Dilday has re
ceived almost 600 letters of reaction con
cerning the article which appeared in the 
Southwestern News and concerning the stu
dent meetings. The Editor of the Baptist 
Standard of Texas . has confirmed privately 
that his mail is running very heavy about 
the matter and that 90% of his mail is ex
pressing dissatisfaction with what Dilday 
has done.

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT



PERSECUTION OF CONSERVATIVES
One prong of the -Campaign is to organize 

for Dallas and the other prong is to dis
credit and destroy the ministry of conserva
tive men if possible.

This has been confirmed in a report com
ing to Baptists United News stating that a 
Pastor in the Little River Association told 
his congregation that Drs. Russell Dilday, 
Randall Lolley, Roy Honeycutt and Seth Macon 
were heading up a campaign to get messengers 
to Dallas. He claimed that 38 Associations 
in North Carolina had already been organized 
and $4,500 had been raised thus far. It was 
announced that much of this money will go to 
the support of the paper.

In Atlanta, Bill Self boldly proclaimed 
that the Baylor University Alumni list will 
be used in an effort to defeat Dr. Charles 
Stanley in Dallas (talk about using mailing 
lists for political purposes!).

SEMINARY PRESIDENTS

At Southern Seminary on Tuesday, August 
28, President Roy Honeycutt declared what 
he referred to as "Holy War" against the 
conservatives in the Southern Baptist Con
vention. It was a strident accusative 
speech which was filled with distortions and 
falsehood and you are expected to support 
his "Holy War" with your Co-operative Pro
gram gifts.

At Southwestern Seminary, President Rus
sell Dilday has conducted meetings with 
students in which he castigated conservative 
men and made numerous anti-convention state
ments. His speech was filled with blatant 
lies and he has been very ably answered on 
the pages of the Southern Baptist Advocate 
by Editor Russell Kaemmerling. This writer 
is in possession of a tape of the student 
sessions and it is unbelievable that the 
President of the world's largest Seminary 
could say such ridiculous things as Presi
dent Dilday said.

At Southeastern Seminary, Dr. Randall 
Lolley, in a Chapel convocation, branded the 
resolution concerning the ordination of 
women passed by the Southern Baptist Conven
tion as heresy and cultist in nature ac
cording to reports coming from a Southeas
tern Seminary Student.

RIDGECREST

At Ridgecrest, former Sunday School 
Board President James Sullivan began to at
tack conservative men telling such outland
ish things as that there were hundreds of 
floor lieutenants on the Convention floor 
wearing dark suits and red ties signalling 
the conservative people as to how to vote. 
Of course, every conservative man in the 
convention knows that that is blatantly 
false and they know that no one signalled 
them as to how to vote. They know that no 
one needs to. One thing that you just don't 
do to conservative men is to tell them how 
to vote. Sullivan was speaking to Direc
tors of Missions and he got such strong re
action and challenge from the ridiculous 
things that he was telling that he had to 
issue an apology on the last day. It 
seems that many of the Missionaries did not 
take too well to the vituperative things he 
was saying about conservative men.

GLORIETA
At Glorieta, New Mexico, Landrum Leavell 

of New Orleans Seminary castigated Pastors 
who graduate from non-Southern Baptist 
institutions. He contends that such men 
will destroy our missions program. Of course 
the BEST report which came out years ago 
revealed that a way back in the 60's at 
least half of the students going to Southern 
Baptist Seminaries were coming from non
Southern Baptist colleges. Dr. Leavell 
apparently doesn't realize that his casti
gation of men who have not graduated from 
Southern Baptist Institutions will include 
such men as John Bisagano who is Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Houston, Texas 
and is used extensively by the Radio and 
Television Commission and Winifred Moore of 
the First Baptist Church of Amarillo who is 
being tauted as the candidate of the left 
wing of the Convention to run against 
Charles Stanley in Dallas. Leavell appar
ently doesn't realize that the most visi
ble inerrantists in the Convention have 
graduated from Southern Baptist Institu
tions. Dr. Paige Patterson holds an earned 
PHD from New Orleans Seminary. Dr. Bailey 
Smith and Dr. Charles Stanley are gradu
ates of Southwestern Seminary. In fact, we 
know of no prominent conservative leader 
who is not a graduate of a Southern Baptist 
Seminary. Apparently, Dr. Leavell is hop
ing that Southern Baptist people will not 
realize that. We could go on and name such 
conservative leaders as Dr. Adrian Rogers, 
Dr. Homer Lindsey Jr., Dr. Jerry Vines and 
Dr. O.S. Hawkins not to mention Dr. Jimmy 
Draper, all of whom graduated from South
ern Baptist Institutions .

LIBERAL ATTACK
The other prong of the liberal attack 

is to discredit conservative men and try to 
cause trouble within churches pastored by 
conservative men. For instance, . a conser
vative student from Southeastern Seminary 
was being considered by a church in Eastern 
North Carolina. He belonged to the Conser
vative Evangelical Fellowship on the South
eastern Campus which is a group of conser
vative students on the Southeastern Campus 
who have formed an organization so that 
they can have fellowship with one another 
and invite some conservative speakers. The 
group has been persecuted every way imagi
nable and another Southeastern Seminary 
Student made derogatory remarks about the 
conservative student to the Pulpit Commit
tee of the Church which was considering 
him.

Baptist United News has also learned that 
another conservative Southeastern Student 
who was being interviewed by a Pulpit Com
mittee gave one of his professors as a re
ference. While the professor acknowledged 
that the graduating student was very capa
ble and committed, he condemned the student 
for belonging to the Conservative Evangeli
cal Fellowship (CEF) even though the organ
ization is an on Campus organization with 
official approval. This kind of cheap 
shot is taken by the same men who are so 
"alarmed" that the conservative men are go
ing to deprive the liberals of their "li
berty". So, pardon us Dr. Honeycutt if we 
are not impressed by all your pious rhe
toric.

BIBLICAL RECORDER

We have learned that the Biblical Recor

der collaborated in the distribution of an 
anonymous letter which was highly critical 
of the pastor and leadership of Burkemont 
Church. The vituperative letter also cri
ticised Dr. Charles Stanley who is Presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Someone came into Burkemont Church under 
cover of darkness and distributed the insi
dious letter in the hymnals. A Reporter 
for the Raieigh News And Observer has ad
mitted that the Biblical Recorder passed 
the letter on to them and the letter has al
so been sent other places anonymously such 
as the Winston-Salem Journal And Sentinel 
and Dan Martin of Baptist Press in Nash
ville, Tennessee. Of course, this kind of 
despicable act is nothing new in the sleazy 
world of the Biblical Recorder. A similar 
move was attempted at Burkemont several 
years ago.

The despicable act so angered and dis
gusted the congregation of Burkemont Church 
that the Church passed a policy statement 
forbidding the distribution of any kind of 
literature, handbills, petitions or any 
other printed matter by persons inside or 
outside the church without the expressed 
consent of the Church or the paid staff.The 
Church also authorized the Deacons to in
vestigate and dismiss from membership and 
or bar from the premises anyone participa
ting in such an act or who in any other way 
disrupts the services of the Church, the 
Sunday School classes or departments, ■ or 
any other meeting sponsored by the church 
or who in any way rebels against the au
thority of the church or any action taken 
by the church. The matter was unanimously 
recommended to the Church by the Deacon 
Body and was passed without a dissenting 
vote.

DIRTY TRICKS

This is the kind of dirty tricks and 
back stabbing operations that are carried 
on by an agency of the North Carolina Con
vention which cries crocodile tears over 
pastor firings. Such underhanded and dirty 
tricks violate the autonomy of the local 
church and this is the reason that so many 
Pastors are convinced that a lot of the 
problems that they have are imminating from 
Associational Directors of Missions and 
Denominational employees. Some of the dir
ty tricks that Denominational employees are 
pulling make the Richard Nixon era look 
like a Sunday School picnic but it is some
thing that you conservative men need to be 
alerted to. You may expect the attacks to 
become more vicious and abusive as we ap
proach the Dallas Convention. We urge you 
conservative men to begin now making plans 
for your church to send its full complement 
of messengers to Dallas. The liberals are 
making their biggest push yet. It is re
ported to us that such men as Russell Dil
day are urging faculty members and students 
to get themselves elected as Messengers to 
the Dallas Convention. You can be sure that 
most of them will vote according to the 
spoon fed prejudices that have been given 
them by Dr. Dilday. RMT

Hope is 
something 

you give... 
when someone m 
feels all alone. Hr
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LIBERAL ATTACKS BACK TIRE
Even though the liberal wing of the Con

vention ’’turned up all the burners” and 
’’pulled out all the stops” to elect their 
candidate in Kansas City, the effort failed 
miserably. The liberals joined hands with 
certain of the Denominational establishment 
in an all out, concerted effort to bring 
the conservative swing in the Convention to 
an end. Several Editors across the Conven
tion for weeks had published vicious arti
cles attacking conservatives, impugning 
their motives and attempting to discredit 
all conservative candidates for the South
ern Baptist Convention. We have received 
reports that some institutions and agencies 
paid the expenses of their employees or 
faculty members in an unprecedented way so 
that they might go to the Convention and 
vote against Charles Stanley.

ETHICS

This practice has raised an ethical 
question in the minds of many Southern Bap
tists. All messengers to the Convention 
must be elected by a local church. Agen
cies or institutions do not have messengers 
- only churches. If this is true, is it 
appropriate and ethical that a Seminary 
would pay the way of its faculty members 
to the Convention while those messengers 
are elected from a local church? This is 
a thorny matter that must be dealt with 
somewhere down the road. If a Seminary 
can pay the way of messengers from one 
church why not pay the way of messengers 
from another church. Again, is it appro
priate to spend Co-operative Program money 
that was given for missions to pay faculty 
members expenses to the Southern Baptist 
Convention? It is time to raise a moral 
red flag in these institutions that are 
paying the way for their employees to go to 
the Southern Baptists Convention. All
messengers should either pay their own way 
or their .way should be paid by a local 
church. Even though Co-operative Program 
Budget needs are not being met'and the in
stitutions are having to tighten their belt 
in order to care for ongoing operating ex
penses, they suddenly seem to be able to 
dig up a lot of money to send their faculty 
members and employees to the Convention. 
How appropriate is it for a Seminary, for 

> instance, to spend its money . busing stu
dents to the Southern Baptist Convention 
who have been spoon fed the prejudices of 
their professors in order to. vote the line 
of the Seminary. The students have to be 
elected as messengers from local churches. 
A church in Ft. Worth or Louisville, could 
possibly have 10 messengers, most of whom 
are students at the seminaries to the 
Southern Baptist Convention with their ex
penses paid by the Seminary instead of 
their local church. Of course, other local 
Baptist churches have to pay the way for 
their own messengers. It is time for us to 
say it loud and clear - that is not fair 
nor morally right!

BUSING

Liberals quickly raised the charge that 
6,000 people were bussed in on Tuesday Mor
ning simply to vote for Charles Stanley but 
figures available from Registration Secre
tary Lee Porter disprove that. It was ab
solutely false. We did see a few local 
busses sitting about the Convention Center. 
Mostly, the busses we saw were from Mis

souri. There is no way of knowing whether 
the people brought in on those busses were 
liberal or conservative. Of course, the 
large number of busses seen around the Con
vention Center at the end of the sessions 
were basically shuttle busses that were 
carrying messengers to hotels and motels in 
the outlying areas of the City. They had 
nothing to do with ’’busing messengers in” 
simply to vote for Charles Stanldy. In 
fact, the greatest number of busses we saw 
was at the end of the Thursday Evening 
session long after the Presidential ballot
ing was over.

PROPRIETY

Many messengers questioned the propriety 
of John Sullivan, who was First Vice-Presi
dent, presiding over a vote shortly before 
the Presidential election was to take 
place in which a person addressed the Con
vention floor on the basis of ’’personal 
privilege” and made a motion requesting 
that the nominators provide the percentage 
of Co-operative Program gifts given to the 
Co-operative Program over the past year by 
the church of the person being nominated. 
It was a motion obviously designed to help 
Sullivan and Sullivan entertained the mo
tion and brought it to a vote contrary to 
Convention Rules. First, personal privi
lege is abused tremendously at the Southern 
Baptist Convention. It is a very restric
ted matter. Personal privilege is not 
something that is ever voted on. It pro
vides that a person who has been impugned 
before the body, accused or if his name has 
been called is allowed to speak to the 
body in his defense. Personal privilege 
means that something has been directed to
ward the person of some member of the body. 
Of course, entertaining the motion on the 
basis of personal privilege was wrong. 
Secondly, a motion was made on the basis of 
’’personal privilege” which is out of order. 
Again, the motion was taken up for immedi
ate consideration without the unanimous 
consent of the body. Motions have to be 
automatically referred to the Committee On 
Order of Business who will place a time, for 
them to be heard. There was also a consti
tutional question. The constitution of the 
Southern Baptist Convention very carefully 
stipulates who is a qualified messenger and 
anyone who is a qualified messenger is eli
gible to be elected President of the Body 
irregardless. of what percentage his church 
gives to the Co-operative Program. We are 
not electing a church, we are electing an 
individual. President Jimmy Draper later 
reminded the messengers that they were to 
disregard the motion. Obviously, nomina
tors had not brought that kind of informa
tion with them to the Convention. It made 
no difference to the messengers, however, 
and the matter was disregarded.

LITERATURE
As we went into the Convention Hall, a 

vitriolic editorial which had been written 
by retiring Editor C.R. Daley of Kentucky 
was passed out to the messengers. Also, 
a reprint from the SBC Today, the publica
tion of the liberals in the Convention, 
was passed out to the messengers and an at
tempt was made to place them on the messen
gers seats during lunch period. The re
print purported to show that many people 
elected to offices in the Convention are 
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from churches which do little to support 
the Convention. It supposedly gave the per
centage that each church gave to the Co
operative Program from which those being 
elected to the Boards, Committees, and Com
missions of the Convention were members of. 
The figures were distorted and some were 
outright false. Evangelist Sam Cathey ap
proached this writer and expressed his in
tent to challenge this procedure from the 
floor. We encouraged him to do so because 
the effort to discredit churches was a vi
cious one. He stated that he knew, for a 
fact, that one church which gave over 20% 
of its undesignated gifts to the Co-opera
tive Program was listed as giving only 
slightly more than 2%. Again, the vicious 
effort backfired as messengers ignored the 
false propaganda and sustained the report 
of the Committee on Boards at which the 
false information was aimed.

THREATS
When Convention messengers arrived in 

Kansas City, the liberal wing of the Con
vention was breathing threats about having 
8,000 messengers committed to vote for 
Grady Cothen. It seems that the source of 
this threat was Foy Valentine, who heads 
the Christian Life Commission. Cothen’s 
personal theology is possibly more con
servative than many of those who supported 
him. Many of the State Editors had promo
ted Cothen before the Convention opened. 
In a June 14 Baptist Press release, Stan 
Hasty referred to this year as ”a year when 
moderates have geared up for what was sup
posed to be their strongest challenge to 
date ... ” He confirmed that the moderates 
came to Kansas City claiming as many as 
8,000 votes for Cothen. Of course, Cothen 
did have a hard core of support but he 
gleaned only 3,874 votes for 26% of the 
total, John Sullivan ran last and he 
gleaned only 3,174 votes for 22% of the to
tal. Charles Stanley received 7,692 votes 
for 52% of the total.

FALSE RUMORS

The most disgusting of the false rumors 
were those offered by the liberals that 
conservatives bussed in from 3,500 to 6,000 
people on Tuesday simply to vote for 
Charles Stanley. How the liberals can be 
mindless enough to even make such a ridicu
lous accusation is hard to understand in 
face of the fact that Baptist Press has 
affirmed that the.liberals made their big
gest push ever and arrived in town boasting 
of 8,000 messengers committed to vote for 
Dr. Cothen.

A check with both Dr. Harold Bennett and 
Tim Hedquist in Nashville has confirmed 
that there is no evidence of any massive 
bussing efforts on either side. W.C. 
Fields, basing his prediction on past years 
predicted that there would be 17,000 mes
sengers. There were 17,080. In the June 
13 issue of the Raleigh News And Observer, 
R.G. Puckett, in speaking of the Presiden
tial election, was quoted as saying, ”It 
means that they busssed people in. This 
morning, approximately 11,300 voted but 
this afternoon 14,000 voted. That is about 
3,500 more votes and Stanley obviously got 
most of those votes.” Puckett was obvious
ly referring to the Drake Motibn when 
11,453 voted. This represented Si.25% of 
those registered. In the Precedential

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIG||T



BAPTIST CONVENTION BEST EVER
BY: HOOVER

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is a reprint 
of an Editorial that appeared in the July 6, 
1984 issue of The Daily Record of Dunn, N.C.

Members of the Southern Baptist Con
vention are to be commended and deserve the 

; highest words of praise for the actions 
they took at their Kansas City Convention.

The Southern Baptist Convention is a 
great religious body; with over 14 million 

■ members, it is the largest Protestant denom
ination in the world. Because of the actions 
taken in Kansas City, the convention today 
is stronger and will continue its march for
ward.

Among other things, the Baptists elected 
Dr. Charles Stanley of the First Baptist 
Church of Atlanta, a strong conservative man 
of God, as its president. It elected another 
conservative Zig Ziglar as its First Vice- 
President.

The Baptists came out strongly against 
abortion, secular humanism, alcoholism and 
other evils that Baptists have fought for 
years.

Dr. Stanley, its new president, strongly 
supports prayer in schools and believes the 

• Bible is truth without error. Dr. Stanley 
is a great, great spiritual leader who de
served the honor.

Unfortunately, in the past several years, 
this great religious body was dominated by a 
small group of extreme liberals and radicals 
but at this convention, they were "on the 
outside looking in", so to speak. They were 
defeated at nearly every turn.

Which means that true Baptists are actu
ally just getting back to the fundamentals 
and principles upon which the church was 
founded.

As Dr. Tom Freeman and Dr. Norman Wiggins 
put it, "True Baptists are conservative."

They believe in the Bible, they believe 
in prayer, anytime, any place, they oppose 
abortion, liquor, dope and other evils.

We are proud that men like Dr. Freeman 
and Dr. Wiggins are still in control of the 
Baptist Church.

Unfortunately, a few of the extreme li
berals (radicals) are still bitter and spit
ting out dissension.

Dr. R. G. Puckett, current editor of The 
Biblical Recorder, and his predecessor, Rev. 
Marse Grant, apparently are having what 
seems to be "running fits" over the action 
of the convention.

In an article he wrote for the Charlotte 
Observer, the Rev. Mr. Grant deplored the 
convention's actions in the strongest words. 
He seems to think the denomination has gone 
to the dogs.

And Dr. Puckett is the man who accused 
some of his fellow Baptists with "spreading 
lies" at the convention. Such talk was un<- 
becoming and inappropriate for the editor of 
a Baptist publication. It reflects no cre
dit on him. Biased accounts of the conven
tion proceedings in the Recorder reflected 
his venom.

It should be remembered that both the 
Rev. Mr. Grant and Dr. Puckett are opposed 
to prayer in the schools - which is enough 
said, as far as we're concerned. How any. 
man who claims to be a minister and a man. 
of God can oppose prayer anywhere or any-
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time is beyond understanding.

It is no wonder that Grant and Puckett 
were reported to be among the leaders who 
opposed Dr. Wiggins to be president of the 
State Baptist Convention. Fortunately, Dr. 
Wiggins was elected by a substantial major
ity. For which Baptists are to be applau
ded.

It seems strange that North Carolina Bap
tists would retain at a high salary and a 
big expense account an editor so out of step 
with the leadership of his own denomination, 
but that is their problem.

It is also strange that a man like Dr. 
Puckett would remain in a conservative or
ganization like the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. He would probably feel more at home 
in one of these far-out free-wheeling modern 
day churches where almost anythihg goes. But 
that is his problem.

He would do well to keep propaganda out 
of The Bi blical Recorder and return to prin
ting news of the churches.

At any rate, it is good to see the Bap
tists back on the right track. And we con
gratulate them. It is a healthy sign for 
America.

ATTACKS BACKFIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SEVEN
en the question. It is a question of or
dination^ The Kansas City Resolution af
firmed the role of women in ministry in 
every area except in ordained roles. That 
is something that the messengers need to 
keep clearly defined.

Thirdly, you may expect some kind of 
resolution or other action to condemn the 
Kansas City Convention or Dr. Charles 
Stanley. It is all a part of a scheme to 
try to defeat Dr. Stanley in Dallas or to 
significantly embarrass him. Don't be 
taken in by pious language. Listen care
fully to what is being proposed and read 
carefully what is presented. You can know 
that something is in the air because ac
tions of individual churches and associa
tions that would have been ignored on any 
other issue are being reported in the 
Baptist Press. Not only may you expect an 
effort to be made here in North Carolina 
but it is fairly certain that efforts are 
going to be made in other state conven
tions to try to negate the Kansas City Con
vention and build a liberal momentum 
through the State Conventions,for Dallas. 
Let's meet these efforts head-on here in 
North Carolina. This is a large State and 
the eyes of the Convention will be on what 
we do.

If you don't have reservations in Ashe
ville, you need to make them immediately! 
Most importantly, please make plans to 
stay until the final gavel falls. Too many 
of our men have left early in years past 
and the liberals have rammed through their 
resolutions after the conservative men 
went home. We urge you to secure a supply 
for Wednesday Night so that you will not 
have to be in your pulpit on Wednesday 
Night. This will enable you to stay until 
all the business has been completed on Wed
nesday. The reason we had some good, 
conservative resolutions last year is be
cause the conservative men stayed in place 
and the liberals were not able to ram 

through their resolutions with only a small 
handful of people in the convention hall. 
The liberals are counting on conservative 
apathy in Asheville. They are hoping to 
catch the conservative men of the State 
napping. It will be to our discredit if 
they do. RMT

CONVENTION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FOUR

election in the afternoon, 14,822 voted but 
this represented 91.66% of the registered 
messengers. That doesn't mean that a lot 
more messengers had arrived but a larger 
percentage of the messengers voted in the 
Presidential election than voted on the 
Drake Motion. When the Convention was 
constituted early Tuesday Morning there 
were 13,013 present. At 3:55 in the after
noon there were only 16,275. Of course, 
registration could continue throughout the 
Convention.

One irate messenger approached Tim Hed
quist claiming that he had found the park
ing lot where the conservatives were hiding 
their busses. Hedquist asked him to show 
him the parking lot. He took him out and 
showed him a parking lot that had three bus
ses in it and Hedquist confirmed that they 
were busses that were used to
bus in workers who were working in the 
building carrying out various responsibili
ties. He did see a few local busses from 
the area around Kansas City as is always 
the case at any Convention. But it was im
possible to tell how those messengers voted. 
Again, Puckett's remark has no credibility.

We also heard a lot of rumor that the 
liberals were bussing in people. We do 
know that Southern Seminary bussed in some 
students but we do not know how many of 
them were messengers or how many voted li
beral or how many voted conservative. The 
fact is that there was little evidence that 
there was a lot of bussing on either side. 
Probably both sides have learned that you 
just don't get many messengers to the Con
vention that way. The bussing charge by 
Puckett and others seems to be a deliberate 
effort to drive a wedge in the Southern Bap
tist Convention and cause unnecessary con
troversy.

It is to the credit of the Southern 
Baptist Convention that all of the vicious 
rhetoric of the Biblical Recorder and a few 
other state papers, both prior to the Con
vention and during the Convention, has done 
nothing more than illicit backlash. Their 
efforts to discredit Charles Stanley, Paul 
Pressler and others has simply created 
sympathy among Southern Baptists as it well 
should have and the Convention has demon
strated that they have no stomach for such 
cheap tactics.

FOLLY...FROM PAGE FIVE

We have also learned that there is con
siderable consternation on the Southwestern 
Faculty about Dilday’s actions and the mood 
of many faculty members has been described 
as ’’near rebellion”. Some of the best 
known and competent faculty members are 
known to be considering leaving the Semi
nary. During his student meetings, Dilday 
stated that the premillineal view of the 
return of Christ is Biblical heresy. A num
ber of Southwestern faculty members be
lieve in the premillenial return of Christ. 
They are considerably disturbed that their 
view is Biblical heresy.

A number of Trustees are dismayed and 
considerably irritated about Dilday’s an
tics and some have predicted that a storm 
will erupt at the next meeting of the 
Southwestern Trustees.
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