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THE DECLARER OF THE HOLY WAR
In a frantic effort to convince Southern 

Baptist people that the President and Fac
ulty of Southern Seminary believe the Bible, 
President Roy Honeycutt led in a broadly 
publicized signing of the Baptist Faith 
and Message adopted by the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1963. Before getting too 
excited about the action, Baptist people 
will do well to read what Dr. Honeycutt has 
written in the Broadman Commentaries. Take 
the actual Commentary down and read what he 
says in context and then make a judgment as 
to whether or not his signing of the Bap
tist Faith and Message has any meaning.

For instance, in Honeycutt's Commentary 
on Moses' Call in Exodus 3: 1 - 6 he denies 
the factuality of the Biblical account. He 
offers the explanation "That it is also 
possible that the experience of Moses was a 
vision, an inner experience, in which the 
details were drawn from thought patterns 
common to his generation; thought patterns 
that embraced a literal angel of the Lord 
and a literal flame of fire." (Page 312). 
Honeycutt affirms that "this appears to be 
the best alternative for the present wri
ter". This leads one to wonder if Dr. 
Honeycutt has any regard for what Jesus 
himself said in Mark 12: 26 when He said: 
"And as touching the dead, that they rise: 
have ye not read in the book of Moses, how 
in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob?"

PLAGUES

But the discrediting of the miraculous 
nature of Moses' Call as well as its factu
ality, is not the end of Honeycutt's effort. 
On Page 333 of the same Commentary Dr. 
Honeycutt denies the miraculous nature and 
historical accuracy of the plagues upon 
Egypt when he says, "Transmission within 
the worshipping community has so overlaid 
the historical nucleus that the reconstruc
tion of the historical details is now ex
ceedingly difficult." The truth is that 
the accounts are perfectly reconstructed in 
the Scripture and if we can't depend upon 
the reconstruction we find in the Scrip
ture we can depend on nothing. Honeycutt 
further says, "It is significant that in 
each incidence they fell into the category 
of events of Nature that might occur in 
Egypt."

On Page 336 Dr. Honeycutt contends that 
the account of the Nile turning to blood 
was possibly a "reddish color of water" but 
his personal conclusion is that the termi
nology used was in a "non-literal sense by 
a later writer".

THE DEATH PLAGUE
But Dr. Honeycutt is not yet through 

discrediting the historicity and the mira
culous element of Exodus. In dealing with 

the death plague of Exodus 12: 29 he says: 
"In the context of the Moses - Pharoah 
struggle, a fatal pestilence struck the 
Egyptian children and affected the release 
of the Hebrews. Through years of trans
mission within Israel the memory of the 
event was so shaped that the end product, 
the present narrative, suggests that only 
the first born were involved and that 
every first born of both man and beast was 
involved .... " (Page 347). He continues: 
"As the passage stands it is impossible 
to find a known malady which would proper
ly fit all circumstances of the narrative." 
(Page 348). Of course, the Biblical ac
count clearly says "At midnight the Lord 
smote all the first born in the land of 
Egypt ..."

This discrediting technique continues 
as Dr. Honeycutt discusses the Sinai ac
count. He says: "Drawing on the storm and 
fire theophanies, the writer portrayed the 
Lord's appearance in a thunder storm. 
Perhaps the narrative reflects double em
phasis upon storm theophany, embracing, 
cloud, thunder and lightning and the earth
quake as a theophanic appearance of the 
Lord." (Page 392). You see,he is contend
ing that the writer only portrayed the 
Lord's appearance and not that the Lord was 
actually there.

On Page 448, in which he deals with the 
Tabernacle Honeycutt contends that: "In all 
probability the Tabernacle should be traced 
to the period of the twelve tribe federa
tion at Shechem, and probably near the per
iod immediately prior to the monarchy, if 
not the era of David himself." If this is 
true, then the entire account has to be 
totally false. Moses could not have had 
anything to do with the Tabernacle in the 
Wilderness as recorded in Exodus 25 - 40 
but the Bible clearly and distinctly tells 
us tht God gave the instructions to Moses.

ANGELS
Do you believe in angels? The Bible 

says much about angels. It even names 
specific angels such as Gabriel and 
Michael. The Bible tells us that Gabriel 
announced the birth of Jesus (Luke 1: 26 - 
35). The same Gabriel also announced to 
Zacharias that John would be born. The 
Bible tells us that Zacharias saw the an
gel (Luke 1: 12). It was an angel who ap
peared unto the Shepherds in the field and 
it was such an unusual thing that the 
shepherds were afraid. Then, a heavenly 
host appeared with the angel in the fields. 
Jesus told Peter that he could call down 
legions of angels. On and on we could go 
with examples of angels in the Bible. All 
of us have read of Jacob's ladder.

Not only was Dr. Honeycutt the author 
of the Exodus and Hosea Commentaries, he 
was the Old Testament Consulting Editor. 
He and Pierce Matheney co-authored the

Commentary on I and II Kings which Honey
cutt supervised and approved. What does 
Dr.Honeycutt say about angels? On 
Page 227 of his Second Kings Commentary he 
said,"It is impossible to be more specific 
about the particular nature of the angel 
of the Lord than to suggest that Elijah 
was so impressed with the personal, dynam
ic quality of the word which came to him 
from the Lord that he spoke of it in indi
vidual terms. Few people today would 
press the concept of physical beings who 
travel from Heaven to Earth and back a- 
gain."

Well, count this writer among the few 
who believe that angels are heavenly be
ing who travel anywhere in the Universe to 
do God's bidding. The Scripture is rather 
clear about it.

FIRE MIRACLE

In II Kings Chapter One we have the 
account of Elijah calling down fire upon 
the King's men who had been sent to cap
ture Elijah and bring him to the King. 
What does Dr. Honeycutt have to say about 
it? He said: "In the process of oral 
transmission it seems likely that succes
sive prophets transformed the original 
historical nucleus of various stories by 
the addition of materials somewhat akin 
to the character of stories associated 
with the Saints at certain stages in 
Christian History." This kind of thing 
denies the integrity of the entire ac
count. It is not that the account is 
true and factual but that later prophets 
added to some story. He further stated 
"Such a story was doubtless used as a 
means of extolling the magnitude of Eli
jah among the sons of the prophets and 
other believers." But that is not the 
clincher. Of the whole affair Honeycutt 
said, "Few persons would defend the mor
ality of calling down fire from Heaven 
upon groups of fifty as in the present 
narrative." (Page 229).

MIRACLES OF ELISHA
What does Dr. Honeycutt have to say 

about the miracles of Elisha recorded in 
Chapter 4-6: 7 of II Kings. He said, "Such 
traditions are characterized by a heighten
ed emphasis upon the miraculous or unusual, 
quite comparable to the acts of magic in 
other cultures." But wait! Dr. Honeycutt 
isn't through. He continues by saying: 
"Most nearly approximating legend and saga 
these accounts arose because of the venera
tion of the man of God within the circle of 
prophetic disciples. " Then, Honeycutt 
uses a quote from Artur Weise who says: 
"The roots of the traditions lying on the 
borderland between saga and history go back 
to historical traditions and seem to have

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR



WHAT HAPPENED IN ASHEVILLE 7
For the most part the Asheville Conven

tion was uneventful even though a number of 
observers felt that they sensed an under
current throughout the Convention. In fact 
the Convention was so uneventful that a 
group of reporters asked this writer on 
Tuesday what in the world they could write 
about. In a humorous vein I asked them if 
they would like me to throw a tomato at a 
liberal so they would have a story. Con
servatives arrived in Asheville in a state 
of euphoria after Baptist layman and U.S. 
Senator Jesse Helms had won re-election and 
conservative Christians across the Nation 
had been swept into the U.S. Congress in 
the Reagan landslide. November 4 had been 
a victorious day for Christian moral values 
in America.

PASTORS CONFERENCE
The Pastors Conference, in many ways, 

overshadowed the Convention. Convention 
President Norman Wiggins, U.S. Attorney 
Sam Currin and Fruitland Professor Kenneth 
Ridings teamed with Convention President 
Charles Stanley and former Convention Pre
sident Adrian Rogers to make the Pastors 
Conference one of the best ever. The major 
victory of Asheville was the election of 
Ned Mathews of Gastonia as President of the 
Pastors Conference and Gerald Primm of 
Greensboro as Vice-President. We can look 
forward to another great Pastors Conference 
next year.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Conservative men wanted Dr. Norman Wig

gins and Bill Poe re-elected as officers of 
the Convention but they were angered when 
former President Tom Freeman included 
Dewey Hobbs in the same motion. Many felt 
that because of Hobbs' position, that he is 
not eligible to serve as an officer of the 
Convention and they did not accept the ex
planation given by Baptist Hospital offi
cials which tried to make a technical case 
to the effect that Hobbs' salary does not 
come from Co-operative Program funds. 
Baptist people know that the school of pas
toral care is supported by Cooperative Pro
gram funds and that Dewey Hobbs heads that 
program. It i§ also an embarrassment to 
Bill Poe's Pastor who was already on the 
platform to renominate him for another 
term as Second Vice-President of the Con
vention. Other men were on the Platform 
with other nominations. All the presiding 
officers were placed in an awkward position 
when all of them were included and involved 
in the motion that Tom Freeman made. It 
meant that a presiding officer had to pre
side over a motion which included himself.

Many Messengers were opposed to the pro
cedure and knew that the procedure was 
highly irregular but to oppose the proced
ure would have made it appear that they 
were opposing Dr. Wiggins and no one wanted 
to do that. While conservative men were 
angered at the procedure, the re-election 
motion did not amount to a terrible disas
ter.

CAL
The Budget was passed with the CAL fund

ing intact even though we heard persistent 
rumors at the Convention that an effort 
would be made to defund the Christian Ac

tion League. The Budget was adopted on 
Tuesday when the great bloc of Messengers 
were there and the liberals obviously knew 
that they would never be able to defund it 
because of the attendance on Tuesday when 
the Budget was adopted. Feelings run strong 
in support of the Christian Action League 
because people across the State know that 
the Christian Action League is the only ef
fective organization that we have in Ra
leigh to represent us in the Legislature 
concerning moral issues.

RESOLUTIONS

The only Resolution that specifically 
attempted to rebuke the actions of Kansas 
City was one in support of tobacco farmers 
and that Resolution was tabled and there
fore killed. So the only attempt to rebuke 
the Kansas City Convention failed miserably.

The Committee brought a motion that re
affirmed an old 1975 Resolution concerning 
ordination which simply, stated that ordina
tion was a matter for the local church and 
recognized the right of the local church 
to ordain whomever it wishes. It was not 
an affirmation of the ordination of women, 
but, as is always the case, the liberal 
Baptist Press is making every attempt to 
twist and distort the Resolution so as to 
make it appear that the Convention endorsed 
the ordination of women but that did not 
happen. A member of the Pullen Memorial 
Baptist Church of Raleigh had brought a Re
solution to the Resolutions Committee sup
porting the ordination of women but the 
Committee rejected that and simply recom
mended that we reaffirm the 1975 Resolution 
They knew full well that was as much as the 
Convention was willing to say about ordina
tion.

WOMEN FIGHT

Evidence abounded that the Messengers 
are tired of a "woman fight" every year 
when we come to the Convention. If it is 
a matter for the local church then it is 
time to let the matter alone and leave it 
to the local church. When we were going 
into Kansas City Jimmy Draper was pleading 
with everyone to leave the matter alone but 
it seems that every year when we come to a 
Convention the liberals are pushing for a 
resolution on the ordination of women. When 
the Convention finally spoke in Kansas City 
the Convention didn't say what the liberals 
wanted it to say so now they are screaming 
that the Convention had no right to say 
what it said but the Convention had pre
cisely that right. If the liberals had 
let the matter of the ordination of women 
rest a long time ago, then the Resolution 
would never have been brought to Kansas 
City. We hope that the Resolutions Com
mittee will have the good judgment not to 
bring any more Resolutions on the Ordina
tion of women to the North Carolina Conven
tion. Messengers are just weary of this
same issue year after year which usually 
comes from single issue people.

COY PRIVETTE
It was sad that we lost Coy Privette from 

the Resolutions Committee. There is no 
one more qualified to chair the Resolutions 
Committee than Coy Privette. So he has 
just been elected to the Legislature!

That qualifies him even more. We should 
be honored that an outstanding Baptist lea
der has been elected to the North Carolina 
Legislature. So he heads the Christian Ac
tion League.We should be thankful for that. 
The Christian Action League pushes for leg
islation that will control alcohol, drugs, 
and pornography. Since when has it become 
a crime among Baptists to support an organ
ization that is battling this trinity of 
evil in our State? The Christian Action 
League works with and supports those legis
lators who help us in combatting these ev
ils and we should never be apologetic about 
that. The motion to challenge Privette's 
nomination was brought by divorced Pastor 
Bill Puckett of Raleigh but the excuse he 
presented was a lame one. It was a cheap 
shot to tag Coy Privette a lobbyist. Coy is 
not a registered lobbyist but Doug Cole is.

CONSERVATIVES LEFT EARLY

But conservative Baptists have no one to 
blame but themselves for the loss of Coy 
Privette on the Resolutions Committee. 
Fully two dozen people told me after the 
vote was taken that they had not brought 
their ballots on Wednesday Morning. Many 
of our conservative people had left even 
though we had cautioned them not to leave. 
Many of them had driven in and they were on 
limited expense accounts and they left af
ter the Tuesday Night session. On Wednesday 
Morning when the vote was taken on the Nom
inating Committee Report and the Committee 
on Committees Report, only a handful of 
people remained in the Convention Hall. We 
knew when we saw such small number in at
tendance that there would be problems. Im
portant business should never be left until 
Wednesday Morning. All Business transac
tions should be completed on Tuesday of the 
Convention. Wednesday Morning could be 
given to reports of agencies and institu
tions which do not require action by the 
Convention. It is a terrible mistake to 
place important business matters on the 
last day of the Convention. Only about a 
fourth of the Messengers were present and 
voting on Wednesday Morning. Baptists 
lost a good man in Coy Privette on the 
Resolutions Committee who could have made 
sure that we do not receive a lot of radi
cal left wing resolutions next year but we 
lost Coy simply because conservative men 
went home early. When will we ever learn?

THE WEST
The West still goes largely unrepresen

ted. The Nominating Committee is packed 
with people from the East. If anyone from 
the West is named to anything it is usually 
one of the more liberal men. It became 
obvious at the Asheville Convention that 
the Western people are growing more and 
more impatient about being virtually ex
cluded from the decision making processes 
of the Convention. If we are going to ask
the Western people to give their money then 
there is going to have to be more care ex
ercised in giving them a voice in the Con
vention.

CHARLOTTE

The Convention will meet next year in 
Charlotte. It is time now to make reserva-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR
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SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY BP RELEASE 
TERMED "TOTALLY WRONG"

A Southwestern Seminary Trustee has 
termed "totally wrong" a recent Baptist 
Press Release which stated that the Trus
tees affirmed Dilday's right to "speak out" 
in the so-called "Holy War" that was laun
ched in the Denomination by certain Denomi
national executives. The Trustees had 
gone into two executive sessions in discus
sion of the matter which was almost an un
heard of thing at Southwestern Seminary. 
There was an adroit move, backed by the ad
ministration of the Seminary, to muzzle the 
Trustees and keep the proceedings from hit
ting the Press but Fort Worth Star Tel egram 
reporter Jim Jones later reported that per
sons whom he referred to as "Seminary Lea
ders" interpreted a tabling motion as a 
"vote of confidence for Dilday". This has 
obviously rankled several Trustees who have 
felt betrayed by unnamed sources in the ad
ministration. Since the meeting, at least
one Trustee has reacted openly. Hugo Lind
quist of Oklahoma City has said that he 
would not be "muzzled". He further said: 
"This is probably the most difficult issue 
in 30 or 40 years at the Seminary." He 
further added: "I am a Trustee for the 
Seminary but I am also a Trustee for Okla
homa Baptists... I believe that the mottion 
was tabled just to give Dilday a chance to 
change direction. What they did was to go 
into executive session to keep the news me
dia from knowing what happened and even the 
Seminary's newspeople were asked to leave. 
I didn't vote to table the motion. There 
are a lot more than 7 Trustees opposed to 
the President's activity. The Trustees are 
pretty evenly divided on the issue; you can 
bet on that."

At one point during the debate Lindquist 
spoke to the other Trustees and told them 
that they were "dodging the issue ...and I 
told them that Dr. Dilday ought to resign 
or get out of Denominational politics. We 
hired him to run the school, not politic." 
Lindquist also predicted that the tabled 
motion may be reconsidered at the March, 
1985 Trustees Meeting.

FALSE STATEMENTS

Dilday had attributed some utterly false 
statements to Trustees and had greatly dis
torted other matters. Dilday essentially 
repeated the same malicious charges before 
the Trustees that he had made before two 
different student groups on campus. Former 
President Jimmy Draper took issue with his 
accusations and stated that he was deeply 
hurt by them. During the discussion Dilday 
became almost uncontrollably angered when a 
Trustee charged him with brainwashing the 
students concerning what is going on in the 
Convention.

It has also leaked out that Dilday 
charged that some of the Trustees were 
"ignorant" which angered a great many Trus
tees.

The motion to instruct Dilday to with
draw from Denominational politics was made 
by Ralph Pulley of Dallas, a ten year Board 
Member. The fact that it was Pulley and 
not a newer Trustee is seen by some as evi
dence that the attempt to censure Dilday is 
not a direct assault from the Convention 
faction which is described as "determined 
to gain control of seminaries and agencies 
through the Trustee election process." It 
is seen as a representation of wider dis
content with Dilday's political involvement 

by people who support him and the Seminary 
in every other way. IT IS ALSO KNOWN THAT 
SOME SOUTHWESTERN FACULTY MEMBERS HAVE BEEN 
CONCERNED THAT DILDAY'S INVOLVEMENT WOULD 
BRING NEGATIVE RESULTS.

CHARGES DISCREDITED

A number of charges which Dilday made 
to the Students have now been discredited. 
For instance, Dilday had attributed a 
statement to a conservative leader that 
50% of Seminary faculty members would be 
under pressure to resign if the conserva
tives in the Convention gained ascendency. 
When Dilday was pressed privately to iden
tify the person he named a conservative man 
who categorically denied that he had said 
any such thing. Baptists United News has 
received reports from reliable individuals 
that when Dilday was faced with the denial

•he then named another individual who has
also denied saying any such thing.

ORGANIZED HYSTERIA
A former Convention President has refer

red to the efforts of Dilday and some other 
institutional heads as "organized hysteria" 
The fiasco at Southwestern Seminary is just 
one other example of the falsehood and dis
tortion that is being given to Southern 
Baptist people in the name of "protecting 
the Denomination". It is increasingly ob
vious that Baptist Press is a func
tional tool of the left wing of the Denomi
nation and distortion is becoming more and 
more apparent in Baptist Press releases.

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE SOUTHWESTERN

FACULTY MEETING
As has come to be expected, Baptist 

Press releases concerning the Southwestern 
Seminary Faculty meeting and the so-called 
"resolution" supporting President Russell
Dilday has been grossly distorted. Here is 
the truth about what really happened as re
ported by faculty members who were present.

First, the term "unanimously" as was re
ported in the Oklahoma Baptist Messenger 
of November 29 as well as other State Pa
pers, was completely erroneous. The 
vote on > the Resolution was far from 
unanimous. Such a furor developed over the 
matter in the Faculty meeting that the term 
unanimous was changed to "overwhelmingly". 
The Press Release reported that 90 members 
of the 105 member faculty approved the sta
tement. That, too, is false. Only 55 fac
ulty members voted. 33 voted for the reso
lution and 22 voted against it. 35 of 
those present abstained from voting. 15 
faculty members did not even attend the 
meeting.

HEATED DEBATE
During heated debate, Dr. Boyd Hunt, 

long time faculty member at Southwestern 
and considered by many to be among the more 
liberal men on the faculty acknowledged 
that there actually has been a drift to the 
left in Southern Baptist life. He stated 
to the other faculty members that he had in 
his possession a book written by a Southern 
Baptist Seminary professor on Christology 
which did not contain enough about Christ 

to lead anyone to a salvation experience.
This is one more piece in the mounting 

pile of evidence that the Baptist State 
papers as well as Baptist Press have undis- 
putably become a tool in the hands of the 
liberal forces in the Convention and they 
are faithfully serving the liberal agenda.

This is one more reason that it is so 
critical for a paper such as the Southern 
Baptist Advocate and Baptists United News 
to continue publishing. We must dig out 
the truth and get it to Baptist people and 
we must continue to expose the ridiculous 
distortions and outright falsehoods that 
are being perpetrated upon Baptist people 
by members of the Baptist Press.

Disruption In 
Seminary Classroom

Baptist United News has learned from a 
Seminary Student at Southwestern Seminary 
that at least one Seminary Class has been 
disrupted and finally had to be dismissed
because students rebelled against the pro
fessor's vicious attacks against conserva
tive leaders.

The student related that a 32 year old 
professor of education had charged that a 
former Southern Baptist Convention Presi
dent who "pastors just to the north of 
here" was a thief and a crook and he could 
prove it. When he was pressed on the mat
ter, he coultn's prove anything. Some of 
the students walked out of the classroom. 
Others retorted in anger. Some of the girls 
in the class were weeping. The ybung pro
fessor was obviously referring to Dr. 
Bailey Smith. Finally, a more mature stu
dent stood and charged the professor to 
"shut up" and stated that they had not come 
into the class to hear such charges but to 
learn about religious education and that if 
the attacks did not cease he would go 
straight to the President. It's not likely 
that going to the President would have done 
any good, in this case, but it did demon
strate the determination of some of the 
students.

This incident is very significant in
that it demonstrates that students at 
Southwestern Seminary are not yielding rea
dily to the brainwashing procedures being 
used by the President and some Seminary 
faculty members. The Professor who did 
this was 32 years of age. This leads us to 
wonder about the quality of the Southwes
tern faculty. Dr. Dilday has been tauted 
as a great "administrator". If this is the 
quality of faculty that he is assembling, 
then we need to look again at the accolades 
being heaped upon him as a "great adminis
trator".
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HOLY WAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

DENOMINATIONAL LEADERS SHOULD LOOK 
CAREFULLY AT ’84 ELECTIONS

arisen only when older historical narra
tives were combined with traditions of the 
prophets."

RESTORATION
Have you had enough? Turn on over and 

see what Dr.Honeycutt says about the re
storation to life of the Son of the Shunam- 
mite woman whose son had died. Honeycutt 
says: "Such an emphasis is strangely ana- 
lagous to the inability of Jesus' Disciples 
to heal the child and the manner in which 
only he could perform the healing wonder 
(cf Matthew 17: 14 following), a narrative 
which has certain elements of the Elijah 
tradition. In his continuing commentary 
Dr. Honeycutt says: "That this is most 
likely a wonder story in the category of 
saga and legend is most probably; even so, 
that the story should be weakened by real
istic applications is to miss the point 
of the redators purpose."

THE AX HEAD

Do you believe the ax head floated? 
Has this story blessed your life? In this 
case Honeycutt offers an explanation of 
Gray who said: "The historical event or 
factual basis resting behind the miracle 
of the floating ax head may be that Elisha 
with a long pole or stick probed about the 
spot indicated (an important point in the 
text) until he succeeded either in insert
ing the stick into the socket, or, having 
located the hard object on the muddy bot
tom, moved it until the man was able to 
recover it." Dr. Honeycutt says, "This 
proposed reconstruction is helpful not 
only for understanding this single event 
but as an example of the manner in which 
historical events are elaborated across 
successive generations until the narrative 
becomes a combination of saga and legend 
inextricaly interwoven."

AND THIS IS THE KIND OF THEOLOGICAL 
NONSENSE WE GET FROM A SEMINARY PRESIDENT 
WHO HAS LED HIS FACULTY IN THE SIGNING OF 
THE BATPIST FAITH AND MESSAGE AND WHO 
SAYS THAT HE PERSONALLY BELIEVES IN THE 
INFALLIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE. IT IS ONE 
OTHER ILLUSTRATION THAT WE HAVE MEN AMONG 
US WHO OBVIOUSLY HAVE NO HESITATION IN 
SIGNING A STATEMENT THAT THEY HAVE NO IN
TENTION OF UPHOLDING. THIS IS FROM 
A MAN WHO IS MAKING "HOLY WAR" AGAINST 
OTHER SOUTHERN BAPTISTS AND WHO IS CALLING 
IN QUESTION THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CREDEN
TIALS OF OTHER MEN IN OUR CONVENTION WHO 
ARE CONSIDERABLY MORE SOLID IN THEIR 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST BELIEF THAN HE IS.

Please don't accept what we have said 
here at face value. Go check it out for 
yourself. We have only touched the tip of 
the iceberg. There is more.

RMT
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All Denominational Executives and In
stitutional Heads should carefully 
study the election returns of November 
4, 1984. There has been a lot of talk 
about what ’’grassroots” Baptists think 
and want. The liberal Baptist Press 
has surmised that "grassroots” Baptists 
don’t like the so-called ’’takeover". 
They have conjectured that "grassroots" 
Baptists are "middle of the road" (what
ever that means) although every time 
large groups of them have an opportunity 
to vote they have voted conservatively.

But we don’t have to wonder what 
grassroots Baptists are thinking anymore. 
On the night of November 4, the first 
section of the Nation in which Ronald 
Reagan and the Republican ticket was de
clared a solid winner was in the South 
where Southern Baptists are so numeri
cally strong. 84% of Southern whites 
voted for Ronald Reagan. No, they were 
not voting for him because of his per
sonality. No, they were not voting 
"pocketbook" issues. They were embrac
ing the conservative philosophy of Ron
ald Reagan. Moreover, two big Baptist 
states (Texas and North Carolina sent 
more new conservative Republican Con
gressmen to Washington than any other 
two states. Both North Carolina and 
Texas sent four each for a combined 
total of eight new conservative Repub
lican congressmen.

NORTH CAROLINA
The eyes of the Nation were focused 

on the Senatorial race in North Caro
lina. Senator Jesse Helms, a Baptist 
layman and a member of the Hayes Barton 
Baptist Church of Raleigh was being 
challenged by two term incumbent Gover
nor James Hunt who had a massive poli
tical machine all over the State. Hunt 
was backed by the major North Carolina 
newspapers such as the Charlotte Obser
ver , the Raleigh News And Observer, the 
Winston-Salem Journal and the. Asheville 
Citizen Times as well as the Greensboro 
Daily News. Hunt was also supported 
by the major television networks. His 
every move was reported on the nightly 
news. He was backed by powerful coa
litions over the Nation and received 
endrosements from such powerful poli
ticians as Ed Koch the Mayor of new 
York. The feminist movement was solid
ly behind Hunt. Homosexual and Lesbian 
organizations had worked in his cam
paign and raised funds for him. He 
even received support from President 
Mitterand of France.Newspapers and tele
vision stations gave more= free time and 
space to Governor Hunt than Jesse Helms 
could buy. It was the most expensive 
campaign in history. Yet, Jesse Helms 
beat all.odds. He started out the cam
paign with the Polls showing only 37% of 
the people preferring Helms. He over
took Hunt in the Polls and went on to 
win the election. Again, he could never 
have been elected without the Baptist 
vote in North Carolina.

ANTI-RELIGION
The Campaign was a hard and bitter 

one. Toward the end of the Campaign 
Hunt become anti-religious. He actually 

tried to defeat Helms by linking Helms to 
such Christian figures as Jerry Falwell. He 
had obviously decived himself into believ
ing that there were people who would vote 
against Helms because he was a friend of 
Falwell. Obviously, this tactic turned off 
the voters of North Carolina. On the eve 
of the election the Hunt campaign ran a 
strident and defamatory television ad in 
which blatant falsehoods were told about 
Helms but it all backfired and Helms was 
elected with the help of conservative 
Christians across the State of North Caro
lina. In his victory statement, Helms 
freely acknowledged the help of Christians.

NATIONAL TICKET
On the National Ticket Walter Mondale 

also took potshots at conservative Chris
tians in saying that he didn’t think that 
Jerry Falwell should appoint the next 
Justices of the Supreme Court. This kind 
of tactic was repulsive to Americans be
cause they knew full well that Jerry Fal
well had nothing to do with the selection 
of Supreme Court Justices and that he will 
not have anything to do with it in the fu
ture. To be sure, Ronald Reagan will prob
ably appoint conservative people to the 
Federal Bench when he has the opportunity 
because Reagan himself is conservative. 
The fact that conservative people are ap
pointed to the Federal Bench does not mean 
that Jerry Falwell is behind the move. This 
is not to be critical of Jerry Falwell but 
it is to assert that the American people 
know who does the appointing and it is not 
Falwell. The voters embraced the tradition
al moral values of President Reagan. He is 
against abortion and the American people 
appreciate that. Now we have an indicator 
as to what grassroots Baptists think and 
Southern Baptist leaders will do well to 
take heed.

ASHEVILLE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

tions. It's going to be a critical Conven
tion because we will be electing a new 
President and if conservative men stay away 
the liberals will have a "heyday".

RMT

RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTS 
STANLEY

The Benton Heights Baptist Church of 
Monroe,North Carolina has passed a reso
lution in support of Convention Presi
dent Charles Stanley. The Church states 
that they "feel that Charles Stanley has 
led the Convention well and will con
tinue to do so." The resolution further 
states that the "members of Benton 
Heights Baptist Church feel extremely 
grateful that Charles Stanley, a com
passionate, kind, and Christ-like man, 
is our President." Rev. Dade Sherman is 
Pastor of the Church.
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