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GOAL OF 1600 N.C. CONSERVATIVES 
IN DALLAS

We have set a goal of 1,600 conser
vative votes in Dallas to vote for Dr. 
Charles Stanley. It is estimated by some 
long time observers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention that it will take 15,000 to 
16,000 votes to elect Dr. Stanley. As has 
been stated previously on the pages of 
Baptists United News, Dr. Tim Hedquist who 
heads up the arrangements for the Executive 
Committee has estimated that there will be 
30,000 Messengers in Dallas. Last year the 
total number of Messengers from North 
Carolina in Kansas City was 1,251. This 
will furnish some idea as to how hard we 
will have to work. The Dallas Convention 
is the most crucial Convention in Southern 
Baptist history. The conservative trend 
has been going for about 5 years now. 
Although everyone elected to Boards and 
Committees during this period have not been 
solid conservatives, the vast majority of 
them have been. If conservative men fail 
to go to the Convention and allow the con
servative trend in the Convention to be 
stopped in Dallas, it will be the greatest 
tragedy that has ever taken place in 
Southern Baptist life. We are very close 
to having a conservative majority on a 
number of Boards who will stand behind 
their convictions. If we allow the conser
vative trend to stop now then all that we 
have done is in vain. The liberals have 
demonstrated again and again that they are 
not willing to yield one thing to the con
servative men. As long as they have a 
majority of even one they will work their 
own will and cram their own philosophy down 
the throats of Southern Baptists. Many of 
us thought that after we had elected a 
couple of conservative Presidents who made 
conservative appointments that we would 
begin to see some conciliatory actions on 
the part of administrations and the liberal 
majority that holds sway on most of our 
Boards and Committees but we have not seen 
that. There has been no indication wha
tever that the liberals are willing to make 
the slightest concession to conservative 
men. Jimmy Draper has well pointed out 
that the Trustees are not making decisions 
they are only approving decisions that have 
already been made by administration offi
cials. The Trustee System is not now 
working and will not until we have a solid 
conservative majority of men who have con
victions and the courage of conviction. 
That is the reason Dallas is so critical.

There was a time several years ago when 
Dr. C.E. Autrey who had taught at 
Southwestern Seminary and New Orleans 
Seminary, warned us of the bias of the 
Baptist Press. Convention Executives tried 
to persuade him to go back to the podium 
and withdraw his statement and he refused. 
Thereafter, he was vilified and ostracized 
but now, Baptists everywhere know how right 
he was.

Since 1979 the Southern Baptist 
Convention has elected Presidents who have 
made their own appointments. They have 
been their own man. They have not allowed 
themselves to be controlled by the 
Bureaucracy and the Bureaucracy has fought 
every one of them. The Bureaucracy has 
criticized their appointments as being 
"unbalanced". No one has as yet explained 
what was meant by "unbalanced". Dr. Bill 
Tanner of the Home Mission Board is using 
that term quite freely. He needs to 
forthrightly explain what he means by it. 
If he is talking about appointing both con
servatives and liberals to the Boards and 
Committees then he needs to come out and 
say so and Southern Baptists will know 
exactly where he stands. If Dr. Charles 
Stanley wins in Dallas we may expect more 
vicious attacks from the Denominational 
Bureaucracy. That doesn't mean that all of 
the people who work for the Denomination 
are bad. We have some very fine people 
working for the Denomination but we have 
too many people on the Denominational 
payroll who are playing in partisan poli
tics in the Southern Baptist Convention 
instead of doing the jobs that they are 
being paid to do and we need to put an end 
to that kind of thing in Dallas. The con
servative trend in the Convention has 
returned the Convention to the people where 
it should have stayed all the time. The 
President of the Convention is the highest 
elected officer who is elected directly by 
the people and he needs to be a man who is 
free of the Denominational Bureaucracy and 
who will serve and make his appointments 
independently of the pressure from the 
Denomination. In fact, for Denominational 
Executives to even offer suggestions to the 
President is a violation of Baptist polity 
because the Southern Baptist Convention is 
autonomous of all other Denominational 
entities and should remain so. When 
Executive Secretaries of State Conventions 
begin naming who serves on Southern Baptist 
Boards and Committees then that autonomy is 
violated.

THESE ARE SOME OF THE REASON THAT 
DALLAS IS SO CRITICAL AND WE NEED 1,600 
VOTES FROM THIS STATE. AS FAR AS WE KNOW 
AT THIS POINT, ALL FLIGHTS OUT OF THIS 
STATE ARE FULL. MANY ARE CARPOOLING. MANY 
ARE GOING IN CHURCH VANS. BUSES ARE 
LEAVING FROM SEVERAL POINTS IN THE STATE. 
IF YOU ARE DRIVING OUT, YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE 
ANY PROBLEM FINDING ROOMS. THERE ARE A LOT 
OF HOTELS AND MOTELS IN THE DALLAS AREA. 
THIS IS A PLEA FOR EVERY CONSERVATIVE 
PASTOR IN NORTH CAROLINA TO MAKE YOUR WAY 
TO DALLAS AND CARRY WITH YOU EVERY 
MESSENGER THAT YOU POSSIBLY CAN. BE SURE 
YOU HAVE YOUR CREDENTIALS IN ORDER BEFORE 
YOU LEAVE. CARDS MAY BE SECURED FROM THE 
STATE CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS IN CARY OR 
FROM YOUR ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONARY. DON'T
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FORGET TO REGISTER ON MONDAY SO THAT YOU 
WILL BE IN THE CONVENTION HALL ON TUESDAY 
MORNING READY FOR THE OPENING OF THE 
CONVENTION.

GETTING READY 
FOR DALLAS

How effective conservatives are in 
Dallas all depends on how well we make pre
paration. There are some things that we 
must know and be ready to do when we get to 
Dallas. There are some preparations that 
must be made.

First, make sure that you and your 
Messengers are duly elected by your Church. 
Any Church that has given as much as $2,250 
to Convention causes can have the full 
slate of ten messengers. Many conservative 
churches have some laymen who are able to 
pay their own way and are willing to go. 
Some are carpooling and others are 
vans. If you are driving to Dallas, we are 
told that there will be plenty of rooms but 
those Messengers must be elected by your 
Church. You may secure Messenger Cards 
from the State Convention Office or from 
your Associational Missionary. The cards 
should be signed either by the Clerk or the 
one who moderates the Church Business 
Meeting.

Secondly, make sure you register on 
Monday. Long lines are expected early 
Tuesday Morning. Our conservative people 
need to be registered on Monday. If the 
liberals try what they did last year they 
may try to move the Election of the 
President and even the Report of the 
Committee on Boards to a time when fewer 
people will be in attendance. 
Historically, Tuesday has been the day of 
largest attendance and the Committee on 
Order of Business has placed the major 
items of business on Tuesday. ARISE EARLY 
ON TUESDAY SO THAT YOU WILL BE THERE BY 
9:00. THE CONVENTION HALL WILL BE CLOSED 
WHEN 25,000 MESSENGERS ARE IN IT. THE 
OVERFLOW WILL BE IN A NEARBY FACILITY WHICH 
WILL HAVE ONLY AUDIO. BE SURE THAT YOU ARE 
IN THE CONVENTION HALL EARLY TUESDAY.

Thirdly, an important matter of busi
ness is the matter of the adoption of the 
Report of the Committee on Order of 
Business. This is when the liberals tried 
to move and arrange the agenda last year to 
their own advantage. The Report needs to 
be adopted as it is. We have seen the 
Order of Business and it is good.

Fourthly, make sure that you are back 
in the Convention Hall well before the time 
for business in the afternoon. The elec
tion of the President will take place at 
2:40 but if preliminary activities wind up 
earlier it could be earlier. This has been

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO



ABOUT STANLEY’S 
INVOLVEMENT NOR TH CAROLINA RALLIES

Dr. Ray Roberts, former Executive 
Secretary for the Ohio Convention has ably 
laid to rest all the phony charges that 
Charles Stanley has not been involved in 
Southern Baptist life. Speaking to a 
gathering of Concerned Conservatives in 
Asheville, North Carolina Dr. Roberts 
expressed his dismay that Gene Puckett 
could write such things as he did in the 
vicious Editorial against Stanley of April 
27, 1985. Dr. Roberts pointed out that Dr. 
Charles Stanley was on the Executive 
Committee of the Ohio Convention which gave 
Gene Puckett his first Denominational job. 
He also served on the Paper and Student 
Work Committee of the Ohio Convention which-, 
was responsible for the work which Puckett 
did. He related an incident in which the 
First Baptist Church of Fairborn, Ohio was 
facing the need for a Building Program. 
The Deacons of the Church wanted to reduce 
Cooperative Program giving in order to 
build a much needed building. Charles 
Stanley would not agree. He called the 
Deacons to prayer. Instead of cutting 
Cooperative Program gifts, they increased 
Cooperative Program giving and built the 
much needed building as well.

FRUITLAND

Dr. Roberts also pointed out that before 
going to ,0hio, Dr. Stanley taught at the 
Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute holding 
the same position that Kenneth Ridings now 
holds. He also related that the First 
Baptist Church of Atlanta was in decline 
when Charles Stanley went there. The 
Pastor who preceded Stanley was so 
depressed over the situation that he 
resigned without anywhere to go. He was 
later called to another Pastorate. The 
Church was in a changing neighborhood and 
the area surrounding the Atlanta Church was 
turning into a slum. The Church was turned 
around under Charles Stanley and is now 
giving to the Cooperative Program several 
times the amount that they were giving when 
he accepted the Church.

Before being elected President of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Dr. Stanley 
was Chairman of the Committee on Boards for 
the Southern Baptist Convention, the most 
important Committee in Convention life. He 
also served as President of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference. So, it is not 
as though Dr. Stanley has not been active 
in Southern Baptist life before assuming 
the Presidency.

MISREPRESENTATION
It is amazing that men like Gene Puckett 

who purport to be Christians can continue 
with these blatant misrepresentations about 
Charles Stanley's involvement in Convention 
life. Dr. Roberts has known Stanley for a 
long time. No one has been more involved 
in Convention life than Dr. Roberts. He 
served as Executive Secretary in Ohio and 
saw the number of churches in that State 
grow from 15 to 500. Thanks to his 
leadership, we now have a strong, thriving 
Convention in Ohio. Before going to Ohio, 
he served in such prominent churches as the 
Walnut Street Church of Louisville, 
Kentucky as Pastor. Surely, the word of 
such a highly respected man as Dr. Roberts 
will lay this phony issue to rest once and 
for al 1.

Contrary to what was written in the 
Charlotte Observer, there were 367 present 
at the Charlotte Conservative Rally (the 
Observer "estimated" that there were 200 
present. The meeting was held at the 
Mulberry Baptist Church and the Sound 
Technicians of the Church head counted 
those present. The figure of 367 is an 
exact count. More than 300 of those were 
Pastors who were present at 1:00 in the 
afternoon when the meeting started. That 
is tremendous because Pastors were the real 
target group. There were about 50 laymen 
present.

DRAPER

The keynote speaker for the Charlotte 
Rally was Dr. Jimmy Draper, immediate past 
President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. He spent most of his time 
refuting false charges that have been made 
about himself and other conservative 
leaders and he quoted numerous statements 
from the so-called moderates and liberals 
who had threatened to cut off their finan
cial support, support non-Southern Baptist 
mission causes and use non-Southern Baptist 
literature if the conservative trend in the 
Convention continued. He posed the 
question as to why those remarks have not 
appeared in Baptist Press? He reminded the 
conservative gathering that he had never 
made such threats to withdraw support or to 
support outside mission causes as the 
liberals have made. He simply stated that 
he would consider escrowing mission funds 
until some problems were worked out. 
Dr. Draper has a statement appearing 
elsewhere in this issue. We encourage you 
to read it.

GREAT SPIRIT

There was a great spirit of enthusiasm 
at the Charlotte Rally and a great many 
conservative men came by and told us that 
they would be carrying their full slate of 
Messengers to Dallas. The people of 
Mulberry were great hosts and they provided 
for a very enjoyable refreshment break in 
the middle of the afternoon. The par
ticipants in the Rally were urged to secure 
their MESSENGER CARDS from the Baptist 
Convention Offices or from their 
Associational Offices and make sure that 
all of their Messengers are duly elected as 
Messengers by their respective Churches 
before arriving in Dallas. They were also 
urged to register on Monday afternoon so 
that they could be in the Convention Hall 
on Tuesday Morning at 9:00 for the pro
ceedings of the Convention. They were 
cautioned that the first action may come at 
9:15. Last year the liberals made an 
effort to move the Committee on Boards 
Report to a time when fewer people would be 
in attendance at the Convention. This year 
the Committee on Order of Business has 
arranged the major business sessions of the 
Convention to come when the most Messengers 
are likely to be present, which is Tuesday. 
The Committee on Committees Report comes on 
Wednesday Morning and that too is very 
important. The Report of the Committee on 
Committees and the Report of the Committee 
on Boards both need to be sustained without 
change and Dr. Stanley needs to be elected.

ASHEVILLE RALLY
We have heard great reports from the 

Asheville Rally also. The Asheville Rally 
met at the Merrimon Avenue Baptist Church 
with a near capacity crowd of almost 600 on 
the Evening of Friday, April 26. Speakers 
at that Rally were former Convention 
President Adrian Rogers of Bellevue Church 
in Memphis and Dr. Ray Roberts, retired 
Executive Secretary for the Ohio Convention 
who now resides in Asheville and is Interim 
Pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church. 
There were about 200 Pastors in that 
meeting and it was at that meeting that Dr. 
Ray Roberts confirmed what we had already 
learned from the Chauncey Daley tapes that 
politics in the Southern Baptist Convention 
is not new. He revealed a number of 
encounters that he had had with the politi
cal machine that controlled the Southern 
Baptist Convention for so long until the 
conservative trend began in 1979.

Of course, great exciting rallies will 
do us no good unless we get our Messengers 
to Dallas. That's the bottom line. We 
believe that 95% of Southern Baptist people 
are solid conservative people who believe 
in the infallibility and inerrancy of the 
Word of God but unless they are well repre
sented in Dallas, the liberals can destroy 
what we have done over the past 5 years.

GETTING READY....
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

known to happen. You could be in the 
Convention Hall 5 minutes too late to vote 
on the President. The best thing is to 
make sure that you are in the Convention 
Hall, at least by 2:00.

Fifthly, make sure that you stay past 
the 4:25 Business Session. That is when 
the Committee on Boards reports and that is 
when the Trustees of the Agencies and 
Institutions will be elected. The liberals 
are making noise as though they will 
challenge some of the nominees of the 
Committee on Boards. The challenges didn't 
get anywhere last year and it is becoming 
apparent that Southern Baptists don't have 
much stomach for challenges but if the con
servative people are not in the Convention 
Hall the liberals could succeed in their 
challenges. Challenges that are now being 
discussed include a challenge to Ralph 
Smith who replaced Gary Gilmore on the Home 
Mission Board. Gilmore's wife is a 
Methodist Preacher. The Committee on 
Boards did not feel that a person with 
such a home background should be serving as 
Chairman of the Home Mission Board.

Another challenge may be Bill Delahoyde 
from North Carolina. He is being nominated 
for the Board at Southeastern Seminary. He 
is a layman from the Providence Church of 
Raleigh which is a conservative church. We 
have received word that Dr. Randall Lolley 
is orchestrating a scheme by which, he, as 
a local Board Member, will be replaced by 
Earl Crumpler from South Carolina who is 
more to Dr. Lolly's liking.

Sixth, Wednesday Morning will be 
terribly important because the Committee on 
Committees will report at that time and the 
first report of the Committee on 
Resolutions will come at 11:05. Of course, 
we should stay until the very end and make 
sure that no tricks are pulled on us while 
the Convention Hall is half empty. Let's 
make Dallas a decisive Convention!
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PUTTING WORDS IN A DEAD MAN’S MOUTH

The courts of the Nation will never 
accept the testimony of a dead man because 
it is so easy to put words in a dead man's 
mouth. But, Keith Park's hasn't learned 
that. It is hard to escape the conclusion 
that Keith Parks was waiting for some dra
matic moment when he might come out in 
opposition to Charles Stanley and enhance 
the cause of liberals in the Convention but 
no .one ever imagined that he could be 
insidious enough to try to make political 
mileage out of the funeral of Baker James 
Cauthen. For 40 years Baker James Cauthen 
was one of the most visible men in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He had every 
opportunity to make public statements if he 
wanted to. The Press has quoted Mrs. 
Cauthen as saying that Dr. Cauthen wanted 
peace in the Convention and the irony of it 
all is that it is Dr. Cauthen's successor 
who is not only changing the philosophy of 
the Foreign Mission Board but who is 
bringing disharmony to the Convention. The 
issuance of political statements, and the 
coarse campaign tactics of men like Keith 
Parks, Randall Lolley and Russell Dilday 
has done more to disrupt and divide the 
Southern Baptist Convention than anything 
in the last half century.

INTEGRITY
There is a total lack of integrity in 

the statement of Parks in his attacks on 
Charles Stanley. Pastors who have dealt 
with opposition in their local churches for 
years are appalled at his vicious attack. 
We can only hope that it is ignorance 
rather than a willful disregard for the 
facts that caused him to charge that Dr. 
Charles Stanley's support of Convention 
causes has been "minimal". Dr. Ray 
Roberts, former Executive Secretary of Ohio 
and a close personal friend of Charles 
Stanley for many, many years has made it 
clear that Charles Stanley has been an 
active participant in Denominational life. 
He reminded his hearers in a Conference in 
Asheville that when the Deacons of the 
First Baptist Church of Fairborn, Ohio 
wanted to reduce Co-operative Program gifts 
in order to build a much needed building, 
Charles Stanley called them to prayer. The 
outcome of it was that instead of reducing 
Co-operative Program Gifts they increased 
giving and built the building as well. He 
also related how Charles Stanley served 
faithfully on the Executive Committee of 
the Ohio Convention. He once taught at 
Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute here in 
North Carolina, a position that is now held 
by Kenneth Ridings. His Church this year 
is giving a quarter of a million dollars to 
the Co-operative Program. It is incompre
hensible that Keith Parks could call that 
"minimal" support.

EVIDENCE
The most startling thing about Parks' 

statement was the blatant falsehood he used 
in an attempt to support the charges he has 
made against Stanley. First, it is not the 
supporters of Stanley who are causing 
disruptions in the Convention. It is 
Denominational Executives and employees. 
The Convention is beginning to operate as 
it was designed to operate and the 
bureaucrats are alarmed at the prospect 
that they will probably lose control of it

ultimately. of the Southern Baptist Convention led the
Then there is the hysteria that Parks First Baptist Church of Charlotte, North 

has attempted to project concerning a Carolina to support numerous local missions 
letter from an uninformed church and deacon and then he led Southern Baptists in the
body. Now, receiving uninformed letters is 30,000 Movement.
not anything new for any agency head. Most Years ago Dr. Baker James Cauthen of the 
of the time they are simply answered gra- Foreign Mission Board instituted a spon-
ciously and taken in stride. sorship program through the Board by which

If we wanted to dabble in the realm of local churches could sponsor Southern 
the ridiculous we could drag out the minu- Baptist Missionaries on the Foreign Field, 
tes of a certain Georgia Association in There are other mission causes such a bene- 
which a man reported to the Association one volent missions that local churches often 
year that he had heard the missionaries cooperate in with Churches of all denomina- 
were living "high on the hog". He pledged tions at the local level. Those same 
to get on his horse and ride over to Burma churches have also supported the coopera- 
and see about it and report back the next tive mission program of the Convention, 
year. Such myopic statements as this is the thing

Again, if we wanted to traffic in the that has convinced so many Southern 
bizarre we could talk about that Deacon Baptists that Keith Parks' statements were 
years ago who allowed as how we had been simply political in nature.
paying on that Co-operative Program for 3. The idea that there is a movement to 
years and wanted to know when it would be supplant the local church's right to make 
paid off. But, it certainly doesn't decision on doctrine has to be the most 
demonstrate Christian grace to try to take ironic statement of the year. He mentioned 
advantage of such uninformed events and try specifically the ordination of women. The 
to make political hay out of them. The fact is that for many years the liberals 
five charges he levelled at conservative tried to push through a resolution that 
men in the Convention are equally as could be interpreted as a support for the 
ridiculous. ordination of women at the Convention

1. The charge that Conservative men are level. We wonder why Keith Parks is never 
trying to lead the Convention to a creedal disturbed about that. It was almost an 
position rather than cooperative missions annual affair until finally the Convention 
is false on the face of it. If conser- did speak and when the Convention spoke 
vatives were trying to lead the Convention Parks didn't like what it said. Many con- 
away from cooperative missions they would servative men warned the liberals for years 
have left a long time ago but the conser- that this was an issue that should be left 
vative movement in the Convention is trying alone but the liberals kept pressing the 
to establish something credible that we can matter until the Convention finally spoke 
cooperate about. Adrian Rogers said it decisively in Kansas City. The same is 
well when he pointed out in Asheville that true of other ethical issues. The 
we had a message before we had a mission. Resolutions process for many years was 
The only reason for missions is because of dominated by the left wing of the 
our message from the Word of God which we Convention. Now, suddenly, since the left 
believe should go into all the world, wing doesn't dominate that process any more 
Missions without a message is phony. It there are those who are crying "foul", 
turns out to be nothing more than a 4. Parks' charge that there is an 
glorified "Peace Corps" instead of a insistence on creedal conformity represents 
mission program. When there are men in the plain intellectual dishonesty. When a call 
classrooms of our Seminaries denying the for adherence to the accuracy and histori- 
historicity and the accuracy of the Word of city of the Word of God in the classroom 
God, then it is only a matter of time until can be called "creedal conformity" then our 
we have no message to proclaim to a lost Denomination is sick indeed.
world. Other Denominations who were once 5. Then Parks raises the tired old 
missionary have learned the hard way that a "civil religion". Why? Because a lot of 
denial of the Word of God in the classroom Southern Baptists did not want to pay the 
soon leads to a dying mission program, bill for one of our employees to carry on a 
There are already signs of that on the partisan political campaign against the 
horizon in Southern Baptist life as evi- President of the United States. Many 
denced by the story in the last issue of Americans feel that it is time for us to 
Baptists United News concerning the thank God that we have a man in the White 
resignation of Missionary Edward Taylor House who reveres the Bible and readily 
from the Foreign Mission Board. bows to the authority of God. Southern

2. Parks decried what he referred to as Baptists have not been particularly happy 
"independent local church mission programs that an agency supported with our tithe 
rather than a Denominational cooperative money carried on an open and overt politi- 
mission effort". If that is to condemn cal campaign in support of a Presidential 
someone then there aren't many churches Candidate who openly stated that he was a 
left in the Southern Baptist Convention who Humanist. Just because Southern Baptists 
are going to qualify for leadership roles don't want to pay for the liberal politics 
according to Parks. For years, many of James Dunn doesn't mean that we are 
Southern Baptist Churches have had the supporting a "civil religion". Now, the 
American Bible Society in their Budget. Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
Indeed, resolution after resolution has is a part of that "cooperative mission 
been passed at the Convention in support of effort" that Mr. Parks is so concerned 
the American Bible Society. Some of the about. Many Baptists just don't see what 
most missionary Baptist churches in the there is about it that is missionary. Dr. 
entire Southern Baptist Convention have Jack Grey, Professor of Missions at 
sponsored local mission programs that were Southwestern Seminary for many years, 
not cleared through the Denomination. For described missions as "telling the good 
instance, Dr. C.C. Warren, former President news where it is news". Many Baptists

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE
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A WORD FROM
FORMER PRESIDENT DRAPER

Dear Fellow Southern Baptists,

Thank you for taking the time to read these 
lines. These are crucial days in the life 
of our beloved Southern Baptist Convention. 
The upcoming Session in June in Dallas will 
be absolutely pivotal for our future. I 
know that you join with me in praying fer
vently for this Convention. I write to you 
from a heart full of concern and with a 
solid record of an entire lifetime of 
ministry within the structure of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Our Church ranked Number 16 in undesignated 
gifts through the Cooperative Program last 
year. If we meet our Budget this year it 
is likely that we will be at least Number 
12. We are a solidly committed Southern 
Baptist Church ........... and we will continue 
to be a cooperating Southern Baptist 
Church! Already this year we have 
increased our Cooperative Program gifts by 
15.3%. We have already sent $108,881 to 
the three world mission offerings in 1985. 
I share this with you only to express our 
deep commitment to our SBC cooperative way 
of doing world missions and evangelism.

Recently remarks I made have been construed 
by some as -a threat to withhold our 
Cooperative Program funds as a Church. 
Some are suggesting that I am endeavoring 
to blackmail the Convention into voting for 
Charles Stanley. That is not the case at 
all. Let me share with you the context of 
the remarks.

I had endeavored as I spoke to Southern 
Baptist Journalists to express my concern 
for the critical nature of the current 
Southern Baptist Convention situation. 
This situation is made even more critical 
by the injection of salaried Denominational 
Executives into the political arena this 
year. In an unprecedented move three 
Seminary Presidents and the President of 
the Foreign Mission Board have attacked an 
incumbent SBC President and his Church. 
They have called for a Convention-wide cam
paign to deny him a customary second term 
and they have done it without an announced 
candidate! Imagine, men whose base of 
operation and personal salaries are derived 
from shared funds (ie Cooperative Program) 
engaging in a blatantly partisan political 
campaign to simply oppose our President.

This has brought added tension and distress 
into our current situation. It is this 
unwise move on the part of these men that 
has threatened the very fabric of our 
Cooperative efforts. I fear that we will 
see a pulling away from the Cooperative 
Program as a result. When people do not 
have confidence in the institutions and 
agencies they support they will soon cease 
to support them. In that atmosphere of 
concern I shared that we must do something 
to require our leadership on both sides of 
this controversy to sit down as Christian 
Statesmen and work through our problems to 
a solution. If we do not do that we will 
see the death of this Denomination. I 
believe the current situation is that cri
tical. My statement that we might consider 
"escrowing" Cooperative Program funds was 
only in the case that it would be leverage 
to arrive at a solution. At no time did I 
suggest we would not give the funds.

Indeed we will continue our strong support. 
However, we must demand that responsible 
individuals act in a responsible way and 
lead us out of this Denominational dillema. 
That is my concern. I am attacking Some 
quotes from "moderate" leaders. These men 
have suggested in much stronger language 
than I that the Cooperative Program is 
indeed in danger. Yet, they have gone much 
further than I. Some have predicted that 
"moderate" churches would stop their sup
port of the Cooperative Program altogether 
and their comments were not reported 
generally by our Denominational sources! 
And note that I did not even suggest that 
funds be withheld! My whole concern was 
and is that we work through our dif
ficulties to a solution so that we can 
strengthen our cooperative efforts. Bear 
in mind that we have the intrusion of 
salaried Denominational Executives who are 
organizing a partisan agenda .... the very 
thing which was so eloquently condemned by 
Dr. Dilday in his Convention Sermon in 
Kansas City. We must not allow such unpre
cedented efforts to succeed.

In His love,
James T. Draper Jr. (Signed)

"moderate” quotes

In the June 19, 1984 Western Recorder 
Editor C.R. Daley wrote: "The most 
distressing possible effect of a fundamen
talist takeover is the disintegration of 
the Cooperative Program. Pastors and 
Churches whose generous giving has made 
possible this lifeline will become less and 
less enthusiastic to entrust their gifts to 
the disposition of those who are taking 
over but who themselves have given only 
minimal support to the Cooperative 
Program."

In the State newspaper of Columbia, South 
Carolina on June 17, 1984 David E. Anderson 
wrote in a UPI Release: "Some 
Denominational observers believe that the 
moderates may move to the fringe of the 
Church and ... sharply reduce their contri
butions to the 130 million dollar 
Cooperative Program ..."

In an article in the Richmond Times 
Dispatch Ed Briggs wrote: "The Reverend J. 
Russell Culmer, Associate Pastor of First 
Baptist, said that he fears that the 
Convention's action will force many 
Virginia Baptist congregations to stress 
their local autonomy more and perhaps hold 
back on some of their contributions to the 
Denomination's Cooperative Program."

In a November 3, 1984 article Houston 
Chronicle reporter Lewis Moore quoting 
moderate leader Bill Sherman said: "If the 
moderate resurgence fails our mission 
enterprise will likely crumble under its 
own weight. He said the moderate Baptists 
will find it difficult to financially sup
port agencies and schools that they do not 
control."

Cecil Sherman was quoted as saying in the 
Richmond T imes Dispatch on December 11, 
1982 as saying: "If the swell of support of 
the moderates wane and the fundamentalists 

prevail in their announced intention to 
rule the Denomination the moderate churches
in North Carolina and Virginia will quietly 
step to the edge of the Denomination, 
divert their annual contributions from
Denominational agencies to other 
Denominational programs and purchase Sunday 
School material from non-Southern Baptist 
grouos."

In the Charlotte Observer Sunday, June 17, 
1984, R.G. Puckett, Editor of the North 
Carolina Biblical Recorder said: "People 
are going to have to start making decisions 
- starting now. It won't be too many more 
years before those decisions get agonizing. 
Mainstream churches are going to have* to 
start ignoring Denominational Programs. 
People will have to reconsider commitments 
that are at the heart of being a Southern 
Baptist for them ... Churches probably 
won't blow trumpets when they leave. It 
may not be a stand up announcement. In 
most cases it will be subtle, a matter of 
shifts in the Budget ... Churches will be 
quietly slipping away."

In 1970 Dr. Winfred Moore, Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Amarillo described to his 
congregation his displeasure over a 
Christian Life Commission Seminar in 
Atlanta which featured Situational Ethics 
Advocate Joseph Fletcher and Playboy repre
sentative Anson Mount. Two men whose views 
Moore found to be anti-Christian.

He noted a Resolution by 142 Churches in 
the Atlanta, Georgia Baptist Association 
which asked that the Seminar be cancelled 
as well as objections from two other 
speakers at the Conference, Dr. William M. 
Pinson, then of Southwestern Seminary and 
Dr. Henley H. Barnette, of Southern 
Seminary.

"Also, I hope that you will keep in mind 
that Dr. Foy Valentine of the Christian 
Life Commission did not speak nor act for 
me nor for my Church any more than I speak 
for my Church until she has spoken. 
However, as it is impossible for me to 
separate myself from my Church in the 
public's mind no matter how many times I 
declare that I do this as an individual I 
speak this as one person's opinion or con
viction so it is impossible for people in 
general to separate in their thinking the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission's pronouncement from that of 
Southern Baptist Convention Churches and 
people.

"It is unfortunate that the Southern 
Baptist Convention Christian Life 
Commission is further removed from the 
people than is a Pastor and it takes longer 
for the message from the people to get 
through to them.

"I agree that Dr. Valentine and the 
Christian Life Commission have a right to 
their opinion about the method of getting 
the message of Christ out. I agree that 
Mr. Mount and Mr. Fletcher have a right to 
speak but I am opposed to their use of the 
financial support of my church to furnish a 
forum for Playboy and the Situation Ethics 
Group to sound forth.

"So far as I am concerned the Christian 
Life Commission could be dissolved before 
Noon tomorrow and we would be much the 
better for the action. AS for me I am not 
willing to furnish another dime to support 
such work of this Commission."

The Church then voted to withdraw its 
financial support of the Commission. 
"Until such time as we are assured of its 
future conduct and action." At the time 
the church was the largest single contribu
tor to the Cooperative Program.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING isn’t it time to
What is happening in the Southern 

Baptist Convention is that the grassroots, 
conservative Southern Baptists have sud
denly realized that their views are not 
being reflected in the institutions and 
agencies which they support. For a 
Seminary Professor to say that Moses did 
not really write the first five books of 
the Bible is a foreign idea to them. To 
deny the miraculous element of the Bible is 
unthinkable to them. To say that the pla
gues on Egypt were simply natural occuren- 
ces that were interpreted by the Hebrews as 
being from God is preposterous to them. To 
say that the ax head didn't really float is 
an affront to their faith. To try to cram 
down their throats the ordination of women 
as pastors and try to force them to support 
women as preachers with their funds is more 
than a little irritating to them.

There have been other shocking revela
tions to grassroots Southern Baptists. When 
it became apparent that that solid, 
grassroots Baptist influence on the Boards 
and Committees of the Convention may move 
beyond tokenism to a possible majority in a 
few years, "Holy War" was declared against 
Southern Baptists. Southern Baptist execu
tives on Denominational salary began tra
velling over the Convention fighting 
against the officers duly elected by the 
Convention in session.

INTOLERANT

It has now become obvious that the left 
wing of the Convention is absolutely and 
completely intolerant of any conservative 
viewpoint being expressed.

Many thought that when one or two con
servative Presidents were elected and the 
institutional and agency heads saw the sen
timents of Southern Baptists that there 
would be, at least some accomodation but 
there has been none. Instead, some of the 
executives have gone off on more radical 
tangents. The hiring of women professors, 
the hiring of an ACLU officer to teach at 
Southeastern Seminary, the subsidizing of a 
woman preacher's salary at the Home Mission 
Board and other very radical actions as 
though to fly in the face of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

CURRENT ACTIVITY

Now, the left wing of the Convention is 
putting forth their greatest effort. They 
are being led by Southern Baptist executi
ves who are on salaries supported by the 
Cooperative Program. They are conducting 
rallies all across the Convention. They 
are making wild and irresponsible charges 
against Charles Stanley.

Of course, grassroots conservative 
Southern Baptists have not been idle nor 
silent. Conservative men have been going 
over the Convention laying the issues 
before our people. The Dallas Convention 
will, without doubt, be the most decisive 
Convention in Southern Baptist history. 
While it will not be the end of the 
struggle, it will be a Convention in which 
the lines are more clearly drawn than ever 
before but Conservatives must get to 
Dallas. We must win in Dallas and in 
Atlanta. If the conservative people of the 
Convention can win in Dallas and in 
Atlanta, then we will have a majority on 
many Boards which will make it possible to 
begin turning the Boards back to the 
grassroots theology of Southern Baptist 

people and away from liberal radicalism. 
It is as clear as day. Not one inerrantist 
will be hired on any seminary faculty. The 
agencies will continue their liberal drift 
until we have a majority of conservative 
men on the Boards of Trustees.

Some of the liberal leaders are getting 
alarmed. They are even saying that they 
are conservative. After spending a con
siderable amount of time in his book, "The 
Doctrine of Biblical Authority" putting 
down inerrancy, Russell Dilday is now 
saying that he is an inerrantist but- it is 
pure deception. The leopards have not 
changed their spots. We can believe Dilday 
when his faculty is as anxious to sign a 
statement affirming their belief in the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch and the 
historicity of the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis and the miraculous element of the 
Bible as they were to sign a statement 
affirming their support of Dilday. We have 
long believed that the vast and 
overwhelming majority of Southern Baptist 
people are solid conservative people. We 
don't believe that they can ultimately be 
deceived but it will do no good to be con
servative unless we get our Messengers to 
Dallas so they can vote their conservative 
convictions.

PUTTING WORDS....
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE

can't see that the Baptist Joint Committee 
is "telling the good news where it.is news" 

in fact, they see it as bad news 
altogether.

But some good can come out of Parks' 
statement. Many of us have been warning 
that there has been a drift at the Foreign 
Mission Board to the left. Jimmy Draper 
pointed out at the Charlotte Rally that he 
had visited a great many mission fields. 
He said, "We have some home run hitters out 
there on the field who are winning souls 
and establishing churches on the foreign 
field but most all of them are over 50. 
The younger ones have a different agenda." 
We will ignore Jimmy's warning at our 
peril. Hopefully, Southern Baptists will 
not go to sleep on this issue and allow 
their Foreign Mission program to be 
dismantled and decimated like the
Methodists and the Presbyterians did. At 
one time, the Methodists had more
missionaries than the Southern Baptist
Convention. Today, they have less than
600. Methodists who believe anything about 
the Word of God have now found it necessary 
to establish another Mission Board in 
Atlanta so that they can carry on Biblical 
missions because they see their World 
Mission Program as becoming so radical that 
it is no longer missionary in nature.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO BAPTISTS UNITED

NEWS SHOULD BE SENT TO:

Rev. Steve Sells
2735 Freeman Mill Road
Greensboro, N.C. 27406

TELL THE TRUTH?
Some Seminary Presidents and some agency 

heads have been going around the Convention 
pushing panic buttons and releasing 
"Henny-Penny" Press Releases trying to tell 
us that the sky is falling in and the 
mission program of our Convention is being 
dismantled since the Conservative trend 
began in 1979.

The truth of the matter is that mission 
giving is growing at an unprecedented rate 
since the conservative trend set in. A 
Baptist Press release of April 17 has 
revealed that Co-operative Program giving 
this year (since October 1) now stands at 
$58,102,957 in undesignated gifts.

Harold Bennett has admitted that "the 
fact that gifts to national mission and 
educational programs of the Southern 
Baptist Convention are 7.68% ahead of last 
year - almost double to inflation rate - is 
encouraging." The same Press release said, 
"Growth of the national budget has been 
striking in recent years. A decade ago the 
mid-year total stood at 20.5 million and 5 
years ago it was only 36.1 million." 
Today, just five years later, the mid-year 
total stands at $58,102,957. Dr. Ray 
Roberts, a former Executive Secretary of 
the Ohio Convention, states his belief that 
these tremendous increases in the last 5 
years have come as a direct result of the 
conservative trends in the Convention 
because more Southern Baptists are happy 
about what they see happening.

One half of this income goes to the 
Foreign Mission Board which makes us wonder 
how Keith Parks can face God after he has 
told Southern Baptists that the re-election 
of Charles Stanley would dismantle our 
missions program. Why doesn't Parks just 
tell the truth - missions gifts are at an 
all time high and growing at an unprece
dented rate - that's the truth!

We are not convinced that Parks and the 
other agency heads who are trying to panic 
Southern Baptists are really concerned 
about the growth of the missions program. 
If they were, they would be rejoicing over 
the huge increases and the unusual growth 
that is taking place since the conservative 
trend in the Convention began. It's more 
than a little apparent that they see their 
iron grip on the processes of the 
Denomination slipping and the Convention is 
beginning to operate as it was intended to 
operate from the beginning - as a real 
democracy. The authoritarianism of the 
Convention bureaucracy is being sincerely 
challenged and they don't like it. Their 
pious moanings about the the missions 
program just aren't convincing and it is 
becoming increasingly apparent that they 
are willing to destroy the mission programs 
and everything else rather than lose their 
iron grip on the Convention. We believe 
Southern Baptists are wise enough to see 
what they are doing and they are going to 
demonstrate that wisdom when they arrive in 
Dal las.

T-H-E- TWO FACE’S

OF THE COIN
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RESPONSE EROM 
A FORMER MISSIONARY

BY REV. WORTH GRANT
In aligning himself with the 

Dilday-Honeycutt-Sherman errantists' group, 
Dr. Keith Parks, President of the Foreign 
Mission Board, has delivered a telling 
blow to the cause dear to the hearts of our 
people and one which only time will tell 
the extent of the damage in credibility 
(his) and support, both financial and 
spiritual to this cause.

When the article stating that Dr. Parks 
had called for the defeat of Dr. Stanley 
appeared in the Washington Post, I con
tacted a member of the Board, a strong con
servative, who was assured that Dr. Parks' 
statement originally did not include any 
reference to Dr. Stanley. He later 
received a copy of the statement released 
by the Board which he offered as proof to 
his people that the Post story had been 
erroneous. He later told me that he was 
embarrassed! He had written in his church 
paper: "I will be happy to share Dr. Parks' 
statement with anyone who desires to read 
it and to compare it with the Post article 
printed on Saturday, April 27." The Post 
story was essentially the same as the one 
sent out by Baptist Press. Was someone at 
the Foreign Mission Board trying to cover 
up something?

This latest episode is but further evi
dence of the no-holds-barred battle now 
being waged by the Biblical errantists in 
our Convention under the sponsorship of the 
two Seminary Presidents and other top 
Denominational bureaucrats, more of whom 
will, I predict, come out of the closet as 
did Dr. Parks as the time for the 
Convention draws near.

This move by Dr. Parks to align himself 
as he has was a desperate, fool-hardy and 
uncalled for gamble in which he is betting 
on Dr. Stanley's defeat and has been 
willing to put his prestige and that of our 
Foreign Missions work on the line to bring 
about his defeat. What happens if Dr. 
Stanley wins? The answer to that one is 
easy - Dr. Parks' credibility and of our 
Foreign Missions cause has been irreparably 
damaged and what he has falsely alleged in 
his statement i.e. that offerings recruit
ment, etc. have already been adversely 
affected will indeed occur.

No matter who is elected as the next 
President of the Convention in Dallas, 
Foreign Missions will be the big loser. 
Dr. Parks has guaranteed that this will be 
the result of his actions.

It is ironic that the one place where 
all factions have been able to stand 
together has now joined the ranks of those 
who have hurled charges of "hijacking the 
Convention" by those described as 
"heretics", "Independent-Fundamentalists" 
and are using every devious method in the 
book to distort, confuse and divide. Dr. 
Parks has revealed himself as a real street 
fighter as well as a river-boat gambler.

I must say that I was not surprised, 
even though deeply distressed, by his 
actions. I have seen them coming for some 
time. In some of his previous statements, 
more guarded to be sure, he has let it be 
known that the cause dear to our hearts is 
essentially unimportant - much to do about 
nothing. The proclamation of and defense 
of an inerrant Bible is in fact our only 
reason to be in Foreign Missions or any 
other work for God.

I am sure Dr. Parks is not speaking for 
all the Board members in positioning him

self as he has, but undoubtedly he has the 
full support of the staff in Richmond over 
which he presides. He now stands with the 
Seminary Presidents, who we must keep in 
mind, are defending what is being taught in 
their classrooms and what their professors 
have published in the Broadman 
Commentaries, etc., etc.. We must now pre
pare ourselves for careful scrutiny of can
didates for the mission field who hold to a 
strong inerrantist position. Will they be 
discriminated against? Already some 
Seminary students, I am told, have been 
threatened with expulsion for their outspo
ken stand on inerrancy.

The signals coming out of Richmond would 
seem to indicate, that what we thought, and 
surely prayed would never happen, has in 
fact already happened: liberalism has its 
friends and spokesmen at the highest eche
lons of our Foreign Missions enterprise. I 
can't see it any other way, however vehe
mently it may be denied.

Dr. Parks would have served the cause of 
missions and our Denomination and the 
Gospel well by long ago coming forth with a 
strong statment that God's Word does not 
contain error of any kind, and that this is 
the statement every member of his staff and 
every missionary we appoint will gladly 
make. What a difference this would make in 
dispelling all doubts and fears as to 
exactly where our Foreign Missions 
enterprise is headed.

There is but one issue today for 
Southern Baptists - there has never been 
but one issue, despite efforts to distort 
and confuse. That issue is: Do Southern 
Baptists from the smallest country church 
in the Convention to the largest in the 
large cities; from the no degree pastor, to 
those with several degrees, from the lowest 
paid denominational servants to those with 
salaries in the $100,000 category, believe 
and teach and practice that God's Holy Word 
is free from all error in its original 
autographs, and is wholly trustworthy in 
matters of history and doctrine, that its 
authors under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit were preserved from making factual, 
historical, scientific or other errors - 
that it is in a word inerrant, not false, 
mistaken or defective? If we can't agree 
on this, preach this, defend this, there 
will be a parting of the ways, tragic as 
that may "Be, damaging as it will be for our 
work around the world. The question raised 
by the prophet Amos "Can two walk together 
except they be agreed?" has but one answer. 
Obviously we are not walking together as 
things now stand.

Editors Note: Rev. Worth Grant is Pastor 
of a Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. He 
retired from the Foreign Mission Board 
after many years of faithful service in 
Japan.
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FLASH
Word has just been received from a 

Trustee of the Foreign Mission Board that 
President Keith Parks got his hands slapped 
at the meeting of the Trustees which closed 
on Wednesday, May 22 at Noon. The Board 
passed a Resolution which affirmed the 
right of Foreign Mission Board personnel to 
speak as individuals, but that it is to be 
made clear that those views do not repre
sent the views of the Foreign Mission Board 
and, indeed, the Foreign Mission Board is 
separated from those views.

Keith Parks' "Hostage" statement con
cerning our missionaries was particularly 
troublesome to a number of the Trustees who 
were present.

The Trustees also expressed their 
prayerful thanksgiving for the increased 
mission support this year. Cooperative 
Program support is up more than 7% and the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is up more 
than 11%. At this point in the year more 
missionaries have been appointed than ever 
before in the history of the Foreign 
Mission Board. One Trustee stated that 
Keith Parks' pronouncement just did not 
wash with the facts concerning mission sup
port. The Administration of the Foreign 
Mission Board was also directed to 
correspond with all the missionaries on the 
foreign field encouraging them and assuring 
them that they are not going to be held 
"hostage" to Convention conflict. A motion 
made by Ron Herrod to commend Or. Charles 
Stanley for his leadership was narrowly 
tabled because many Trustees felt that 
Keith Parks' hands had been slapped enough 
and there had been such heated debate that 
they wanted to put the matter behind them.

Those who led out in pressing for a 
redress of the President included Dr. 
Alastair Walker of the First Church, 
Spartanburg, S.C., Mrs. Milton Cunningham, 
Dr. Mark Corts of Calvary Baptist Church of 
Winston-Salem, Rod Herrod of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and Henderson Belk.

In other news, Baptists United News has 
learned that Dr. John Sullivan has heartily 
endorsed Dr. Charles Stanley and has 
publicly stated that there is no reason why 
he should not be elected for a second term. 
This is tremendously significant in that 
Dr. Sullivan was nominated against Dr. 
Stanley last year.

★if*****************************************

Baptists United News has also learned 
that Dr. Keith Parks told a Staff Meeting 
that he had made a mistake in coming out in 
opposition to Dr. Stanley. Whether he was 
repentent of it or not we do not know but 
we feel that he revealed his heart when he 
leveled his vicious attack. It seems that 
he only sees it as a tactical error and not 
something that he should repent of because 
he has viciously attacked a Brother in 
Christ.

Baptists United News has confirmed that 
Milton Cunningham is a Trustee of 
Southwestern Seminary while his wife is a 
Trustee of the Foreign Mission Board. Now 
isn't that strange. We wonder why there is 
so much concern about three men from dif
ferent churches serving on Boards just 
because they work for the same employer 
(the U.S. Government) but there has never

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN



THE TAKE BACK MOVEMENT A Review
No, there is no ’’take over" movement in 

the Southern Baptist Convention. There is 
a "take back" movement. As Dr. Adrian 
Rogers ably pointed out at the Asheville 
Rally, the "take over" took place in the 
60's. Baptists United News has learned on 
very, very, good authority that it was a 
policy for many years that the Executive 
Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention put together the appointments 
for the Convention President. For the most 
part, those appointments came from the 
various Executive Secretaries. 
Consequently, the same little handful of 
men in the Southern Baptist Convention put 
together the appointments that were sup
posed to have been made by the President of 
the Convention. This is the way that we 
waked up one day and found ourselves with a 
left wing hierarchy that had been created 
in the Convention. The Convention system 
was not working as it was intended to work 
from the establishment of the Convention 
way back in 1845. No democracy can operate 
effectively and remain a democracy when the 
same little handful of people are selecting 
the leaders year after year. We knew it 
was happening here in North Carolina. We 
saw that, for the most part, appointments 
to Boards and Committees were passed around 
among the same little handful of people 
from the same little handful of 
"prestigious churches". Rank and file 
Baptists were always passed over. We noted 
that some people would stay off of a Board 
for one year and then go right back on. 
This practice was defended with the expla
nation that their "skills" were needed or 
that their "experience" was needed. Of 
course, the "powers that be" always made 
sure that no one else ever got any 
experience except their side pocket pals.

SYSTEM WORKING
Now, the system is working as it should 

have worked all the time. You have seen 
good, solid people being appointed to the 
various committees of the Convention and 
being elected to the various Boards of the 
agencies and institutions. You are seeing 
a good representation of rank and file 
Baptists. You don't have to be in a 
"prestigious pulpit" anymore to serve on a 
Board or Commission. At last, some 
grassroots Southern Baptist people are par
ticipating in the decision making processes 
of the Convention. In essence, Southern 
Baptist people are taking back their 
Convention and making it operate as it 
should operate and was intended to operate.

AUTONOMY
No wonder the left wing of the 

Convention is so upset. Their hierarchy is 
being broken down. It is understandable 
that they put so much pressure on Jimmy 
Draper to accept the nominations of the 
Executive Secretaries of the various State 
Conventions as his appointments for the 
Committee on Committees. But that 
hierarchal system that was created in the 
60's flew in the face of Baptist polity. 
In Baptist life, every Denominational Body 
is autonomous of the other but when you 
have officials of the State Convention 
essentially making appointments for the 

Southern Baptist Convention then the auto
nomy of the Southern Baptist Convention is 
broken down and there is where it should be 

so jealously guarded. Conservative men in 
the Convention almost waited too long. We 
must completely dismantle the hierarchy and 
see that it never develops again. The 
hierarchy almost killed us in every way. 
Sunday School was on the wane. Baptisms 
were down and mission giving did not even 
keep pace with inflation during the days of 
the 60's and 70's when liberalism was 
riding high in the saddle. Now, we are 
having unprecedented growth in mission 
giving and our growth rate in missions is 
almost twice the rate of inflation. The 
conservative turn in the Convention has 
made a happy and healthy improvement in 
every way. It's going to be some time yet 
before we are going to see a real upturn in 
evangelism. We are going to have to wait 
until we have enough conservative men on 
the Boards of Trustees for the Seminaries 
that they can turn all the Seminaries back 
toward missions and evangelism where they 
should have been all the time instead of 
liberalism and social actionism. This is 
the reason that it is so important that you 
get your Messengers to Dallas and re-elect 
Dr. Charles Stanley. WE MUST KEEP THE 
CONSERVATIVE TREND GOING!

"HOLY war”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE EIGHT

6. Fill a building, even if you have to 
use the smallest/

7. You can organize a meeting, and not 
organize a meeting.

8. Listen to what is said, but hear what 
is meant.

9. Say what you want to the Group, correct 
it to a few.

10. In the criteria for S.B.C. President, 
it's not in whom you believe that's impor
tant, but who you know and what they 
believe.

The battle is over at Greensboro and many 
will have a different view of it. Yet, I 
do believe I've learned the tactics of the 
Holy War. May the Lord keep us from losing 
our true mission sharing Jesus Christ with 
the world through the preaching of His Word.

Burton F. Wilbur 
Greensboro, N.C.

FLASH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX

been any concern expressed about two from 
the same household serving on major Boards. 
This is one other proof that Dr. Lolley's 
concern about Bill Delahoyde serving on the 
Southeastern Board because he works as an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney is a phony charge. 
It is obvious that Lolley's real objection 
to him is that he is conservative and 
Lolley wants a liberal man on the 
Southeastern Board. It is time for us to 
see that situation as it is and we are 
going to make sure that this is com
municated to the Southern Baptist 
Convention if Bill Delahoyde is challenged.

Of"Raney"
"Academic Freedom" is a term currently 

being used to make any teaching, no matter 
how strange it may be, acceptable. This is 
the term that is being used as a defense 
for the novel "Raney" written by Campbell 
University Professor, Clyde Edgerton. 
As a matter of information I invested 
$12.95 in what turned out to be a piece of 
trash. As a Baptist - not a Freewill 
Baptist but a Southern Baptist- I was 
thoroughly insulted by the whole book. It 
seems that, at least in the pages of his 
book, Mr. Edgerton feels that my moral 
principles as a Baptist are really outmoded 
and backward. If I am going to be really 
knowlegeable and intelligent today I have 
to throw away my beliefs that pornography 
is wrong, drinking alcholic beverages is 
wrong, sex perversions are wrong and that 
close family ties are good.

It is a sad day when we feel that we 
must compromise everything that we believe 
the Bible teaches us about our day to day 
life to fit into the pages of Penthouse and 
Playboy. I still believe that food tastes 
good without the help of a glass of wine. 
I still believe that Baptism is for 
believers - not infants. I still believe 
that you can have a healthy sex life 
without the help of a drink of an alcoholic 
beverage and instructions from a por
nographic magazine. I am even so backward 
that I still believe that the Christian 
beliefs and moral values of my Parents are 
as valuable today as they were when I was a 
child.

The insinuation that North Carolinians 
are still very prejudiced and that we use 
the term "nigger" was also an insult to the 
fine people in my native State. I belong 
to an integrated Church. We have a number 
of very fine black people who are our 
friends and a part of our Church. It seems 
to me that Baptists in North Carolina have 
done more to bring about racial 
understanding in our State than anyone 
else. Two years ago our State Convention 
even had a joint Convention Meeting with 
our Black Brethren. I cannot see that we 
deserve the treatment we received on race 
relations in Mr. Edgerton's book.

If Mr. Edgerton's feelings about 
Baptists are reflected in his book, I do 
not see why he is teaching at a Baptist 
College at all. He surely shows a great 
deal of disgust for every belief that 
Baptists hold dear. Parents who send their 
children to Baptist Colleges expect them to 
be taught Baptist beliefs and Baptist moral 
values. They don't expect to have their 
children taught that if they are to be 
"learned" they should reject everything 
that they have learned from their parents 
and their pastors in the past.

I firmly support the position that the 
Administration and Trustees of Campbell 
University have taken in regard to Mr. 
Edgerton and his novel. The only question 
I have is whether or not he should have 
been retained on the Faculty at all.

Willo'deane Tenery
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I’M THE ENEMY AND DIDN’T EVEN KNOW IT

BY REV. HORACE HALL
I just read the Recorder, The Cal 1, and 

the S.B.C. Today and as Granny Clampett 
said to Jed, "I feel like I've been door 
slammed, dog bit and stick chased." I've 
been beaten, named, defamed, categorized, 
chastised, and ostrasized. I've had "Holy 
War" declared on me and didn't know I was 
the enemy, and I'm paying for the war.

I've been told for a long time, even in 
college and seminary that I was one of the 
"ignorant and unlearned" since I had no 
better sense than to believe what God said 
and my Grand Pappy told me from the Book. 
I was never smart enough to know more than 
Jesus, and we both believed that Moses 
wrote the Pentateuch. He said, "Moses 
said" thus and so, and I believed it.

I know I've been saved by the blood of 
Jesus, born again, baptised and filled with 
the Holy Spirit. I thought I was a good 
Southern Baptist, believed the Bible, sup
ported missions, the Cooperative Program, 
and all that. The thing is now there are 
some folk who tell me that I am a 
"fundamentalist", an "independent" even a 
“heretic" and that by those who say 
"priesthood of the believer"!? But what do 
I know?

Those same folk are crying "autonomy of 
the local church" and ordaining women and 
that makes them "moderate" and "loyalists", 
but when a simple country boy chooses to 
believe the Bible and claim the pre- 
Biillenial coming of Jesus, I become a 
"heretic" and "blasphemer" and I thought 
the inquisition was over!

Will Rogers said, "I only know what I 
read in the newspaper", but if he only read 
the Recorder and the S.B.C. Today he would 
be in trouble as a Baptist. I didn't know

I was in "Pressler and Patterson's pocket". 
I didn't even know that folks orchestrated 
my vote at the Convention, that is until I 
read it in the papers. I went, enjoyed it, 
and thought it was a great Convention until 
they told me how bad everything was. Maybe 
we went to different Conventions. Perhaps 
learning has made them mad, but what do I 
know?

I don't claim to be smart, learned or 
eloquent of speech, but even a country boy 
can see some method in this madness. 
Somebody's trying to split the Convention, 
to divide and conquer that's pretty plain. 
Seems the "moderates" and "Loyalists" 
(roses and skunks by one other name, and 
all that you know) who before 1979 claimed 
that those who rebelled at the actions 
taken by the Convention were "trouble 
makers", "Campbellites" and "Norrissites", 
are now running all over the place to every 
little crowd that will listen, telling how 
we must overturn the action of the 
Convention. "Loyalists"?? hm-m-m,0h well, 
what do I know?

This pretension that the action of the 
conservatives was not "inerrancy" but poli
tical did not work, so now they have set up 
another smoke screen. They evidently pre
sume that if they can stir enough stink 
about the "women in ministry" and the 
"tobacco" issue, they can divide and 
conquer. Surely, Gentlemen, you are not 
serious? Mondale and Ferraro made the same 
mistake. They committed the ultimate 
insult to the intelligence of women, that 
women would vote for a woman, an Italian 
would vote for an Italian. How wrong can 
one be. The blessed Christian women I know 
vote from the heart, not by gender.

I even read where the conservatives are 
"bussing and flying" tours to the 
Convention and blocking off the rooms. The 
ugly insinuation and accusation, of course 
is that this is some new and ulterior thing 
that has arisen and those who use these 
accomodations are brain washed to block 
vote. I have for years flown to the 
Convention with "Grant tours" who "blocked 
off rooms, parking, etc." and no one ever 
accused Marse Grant or his lovely wife of 
being "fundamentalists". Nor did they or 
any in the groups even try to enlist my 
vote or persuade me how to vote. No one 
orchestrates to this Baptist nor any other 
Baptist. But then what do I know?

Here is what I know and I know this to 
be true. I believe God and I believe God's 
word. Jesus said man shall live by "every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God"(Matthew 4; 4). He said, "Whosoever 
shall be ashamed of Me and my words, and 
believe not ... he hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day" (John 12: 
48). But what did He know?

This I believe, that when our Convention 
is held together by the Cooperative 
Program, missions, and Convention loyalty 
rather than by the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
and faith in His word, we are using the 
wrong glue. I believe we got it right in 
1979, we had it right last year in Kansas 
City, we will keep it right this year in 
Dallas in spite of the deception that is 
being spread. And no one has me in their 
pocket, and no one orchestrates my vote.

Rev. Horace Hall, Pastor
Freedom Baptist Church
Wilmington, N.C.

"HOLY WAR" - "THE BATTLE OF GREENSBORO"
The Cal 1, The Advocate, The Biblical 
Recorder, and The Baptists United News have 
seemingly become the swords of the Holy 
War. Yet, these swords are dull compared 
to the Battle seen in Greensboro, as the 

'Friends of Missions''met. Never before have 
my eyes been so opened to such tactical 
maneuvering with so called "Holy" intent.

The evening began with the meeting 
leadership jamming us into the Chapel of 
the First Baptist Church. When everyone 
could see that we needed more room and 
asked if we could move to the main audi
torium the answer was "No". The reason 
given was that they wanted to have an 
overflow crowd at First Baptist. I tend to 
agree with the usher who said, "It's stupid 
to carry chairs and go through all this 
with that 2,000 seat auditorium sitting 
empty." But, it was all part of the plan 
for Dallas and the confusion of all who 
attended.

We went on with the confusion as the 
evening progressed. The pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Goldsboro welcomed us to 
worship. Which we never did. Dr. Lolly 
was introduced to introduce Dr. Honeycutt. 
This introduction included his own politi
cal address calling the Friends of Missions 
to be Political. He went on to inform us 
that he had nothing to do with the orga
nizing of this meeting. Then told us that

BY BURTON F. WILBUR
he had invited Dr. Honeycutt to speak. I 
wonder what he would have to do to be part 
of what was going on. (I wonder if next 
time I choose to attend one of these 
meetings if I could bring along my own 
speaker.)

Finally, we had weathered the introduction 
and Dr. Lolley really did introduce Dr. 
Honeycutt. Then Dr. Honeyctt went on to 
confuse us further with a master's touch of 
confusion and illusion. Using statements 
of boldness with little direction or 
understanding.

Honeycutt told us about "creating our own 
ruins" and the fear we should all feel. He 
attacked the conservatives of the 
Convention as Presslerites leading us down 
a path we have never traveled. He attacked 
the Conservatives for creating a political 
party within the Convention. Yet, by his 
own definition the Friends of Missions are 
more the Politicians. He told us that the 
Convention is falling apart under the 
Presslerite Leadership, but he could not 
show one sign of the destruction.

In Honeycutt's boldest statement of the 
evening he told us that Pressler had met 
with other conservative leaders and that 
they "did not want Peace". After the 
meeting when asked about this statement 
Honeycutt said he was unfair. They had 

said they did not want peace under the con
ditions set by the Liberals. So what they 
had in fact said was that they could not 
agree with the Liberal's conditions to end 
the "Holy War" of Honeycutt.

I find at this point you may find yourself 
confused and searching for facts. But 
facts are not allowed in the Holy War or 
it's battles. The Friends of Missions have 
won the battle if you are like the man 
leaving who said, "I'm more confused now 
than when I came." For at the Battle of 
Greensboro we've seen the tactics of the 
"Holy War". At least this is what I 
learned:

1. Missions are number one, Jesus is 
important too.

2. Presslerites are destroying the S.B.C., 
even if nothing is being damaged.

3. You can stand for the inerrant Word of 
God, or for the S.B.C.

4. Baptists have always believed, just 
don't state the belief.

5. The local church is autonomous, 
Seminary President's are too.

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN
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