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POE'$ REMARKS IRRESPONSIBLE
The inflammatory remarks of Bill Poe 

which appeared in the Monday, May 12 
Edition of the Charlotte Observer on the 
front page were irresponsible, unfounded 
and unfortunate. In an article by Kathleen 
McClain Poe is quoted as saying, "I predict 
what happens is going to be out of control. 
Sherman's March may pale in comparison". 
Poe, as a member of the SBC Peace Committee 
violated the guidelines of the Committee 
itself as they were presented to this 
writer. The Peace Committee asked us to 
meet with the Sub-committee on Political 
Activity on the very day that the Charlotte 
Observer article appeared. The Chairman of 
the Sub-committee explained to us the 
Guidelines under which the Peace Committee 
operated which included absolute confiden
tiality. But Poe has taken it upon himself 
to name Adrian Rogers, Jerry Vines and 
John Sullivan of Shreveport as leaders of 
the "Fundamentalist Group" of the Peace 
Committee. We suspect that John Sullivan 
will be very surprised to learn that he is 
a supposed "leader" of the "Fundamentalist 
Group" on the Peace Committee.

UNBELIEVABLE

It was unbelievable that a member of a 
committee that is supposed to be seeking 
ways of peace in Southern Baptist life 
would make such a reckless charge as Poe 
made when he said, "There is a very power
ful movement among us that says if you 
don't believe (in inerrancy) you are here
tical, that you simply are not a believer 
and if you are not in that camp - and par
ticularly if you teach in a Seminary - you
do not belong in that Seminary anymore". 
Yet, the latest Baptist Press release indi-
cates that questions were raised about only 
two of the six seminaries (Southeastern and 
Southern).

The height of irresponsibility came when 
Poe quoted from a letter supposedly written 
by a "Fundamentalist Pastor in Oklahoma to 
a Moderate Pastor in Tennessee". Who 
decided who was "Fundamentalist" and who 
was "Moderate"?

MESSENGERS

Again, there is no indication that there 
are going to be sixty to seventy thousand 
Messengers in Atlanta. Conservative people 
need to be warned that this is obviously a 
tactic that is being used by the liberal 
element in the Convention to discourage 
people from going. As of this writing, 
there are still plenty of rooms available 
in Atlanta and all indications are that it 
will be a big Convention but probably not 

any bigger than the Dallas Convention.

IRONIES

One of the great ironies of the Poe 
interview is that a man who serves on the 
Committee charged with bringing peace to 
the Convention is using such inflammatory 
and derogatory language. For instance, Poe 
referred to the conservative men on the 
Committee as being "unbending". Well, who 
is really unbending?. For seven years the 
vote of the- Southern Baptist Convention has 
indicated that the inerrancy position is a 
majority position but the executive heads 
of our agencies and institutions have not 
been willing to bend one iota. Not one 
inerrantist has been hired at Southeastern 
Seminary or at Southern. We have served on 
the Sunday School Board now for five years 
and conservatives are still in a minority 
on that Board. Mot one person who has been
brought before us would acknowledge that he 
believes in the inerrancy of Scripture. If 
the liberals want to talk about unbending, 
let's see who is really the unbending 
party. Conservatives have been virtually 
shut out of Denominational life. They got 
tired of supporting programs that they 
never had any voice in and there is unwa
vering determination to change that and we 
will never stop until it is changed. We 
hope, however, that members of the Peace 
Committee will refrain themselves from so 
much inflammatory rhetoric.

EVALUATING THE PLAN
BY GREG DEMARCO

I have read with great interest the 
"Four Point Plan' put forward by Winfred 
Moore, First Vice-president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas. Men 
such as W. Randall Lolley, President of 
Southeastern Baptist Seminary and Roy 
Honeycutt, President of Southern Seminary 
have come out in support of Rev. Moore for 
President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and by implication Moore's plan. 
These "Friends of Missions" have put for
ward their own "plans” in the recent past.

We all remember Dr. James T. Draper's 
suggestions for peace in his fine book. 
Authority: Crisis In The SBC. We all 
remember the vicious attacks launched 
against Dr. Draper by the liberals accusing 
him of being a creedalist.

Most have forgotten W. Randall Lolley's 
plan. Many have passed over Dr. Honeycutt's

ABOUT 
ATLANTA

Atlanta promises to be another crowded 
Convention but it is not going to be so 
unmanageable that anyone should be discour
aged from going. We received reports that 
there are still plenty of Hotel Rooms in 
Atlanta. The estimates of 60 to 70 thou
sand Messengers, we believe, are 
unrealistic. Nevertheless, Messengers to 
the Convention need to be prepared for 
crowded situations.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

First, make sure that you get regis
tered on Monday. If possible, you should 
register on Sunday afternoon. You will 
need your credentials from your church. 
You must be elected a Messenger by your 
local Church. Pastors cannot appoint 
Messengers. Secure your Registration Card 
from your Associational Missions Office or 
from the Baptist State Convention^.

SACK LUNCH

Secondly, pack a sack lunch on Tuesday. 
We are told that bringing-coolers into the 
Convention Hall will not be advisable 
because they will take up too much room. A 
sack lunch with thermos bottles will be 
best. This will enable you to hold on to 
your seat. When you come to the Convention 
Hall on Tuesday, make sure you have your

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

plan. Few of us can forget the clear refu
sal of the Baptist Press to treat their 
plan as Dr. Draper's, with castigation and 
rebuke. It is no longer a surprise when a 
peace plan is put forward by liberals and 
it is received as a message from heaven, 
while Conservative, Evangelical Christians 
are blasted as small-minded and 
non-Baptistic.

Let's look for a moment at Rev. Moore's 
plan:

1. There must be a fairness in the 
distribution of power and the inclusion of 
small churches by allowing no more than two 
individuals from the same church being 
asked to serve on SBC boards and agencies.

This patently political rhetoric sounds 
good to the ears, but in practice this has 
been accomplished by the last four 
Presidents of the SBC.

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO



THE PLAN... CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE ATLANTA
The real question concerning appoint

ments to SBC Boards and Agencies is not 
where they come from but what are their 
convictions. Perhaps the following example 
will serve to illustrate:

In a conversation with W. Randall Lolley, 
President of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, this writer voiced a 
concern that the Southeastern faculty was 
unbalanced to the liberal side of the 
spectrum. Dr. Lolley's response was "I will 
hire a conservative when Grey Allison hires 
a liberal at Mid-America" (Mid-America 
receives no CP funds).

Dr. Lolley, an announced supporter of 
Rev. Moore must be considered to represent 
the liberal mind-set currently in operation 
in the Southern Baptist Convention. This 
being the case, we must be concerned with 
the motives involved in Dr. Lolley's support 
of Dr. Moore.

FAIRNESS

2. There must be a fairness in the 
appointment process by asking each state 
convention president, WMU president, execu
tive director and chairman of the state 
convention executive board for names. The 
SBC president and officers should make 
appointments from these suggestions.

This too is a "tempest in a tea-pot". 
One look at appointments made since 1979 
shows only dedicated Southern Baptist men 
and women have been selected.

This portion of Rev. Moore's plan is a 
real slap in the face to all Southern 
Baptists who have served since 1979 and to 
the messengers who elected the Presidents.

When Baptists elect a President they 
elect a man with convictions. The people 
mandate that these convictions be reflected 
in the President's appointments. Southern 
Baptists should not be cheated into getting 
the appointments of a group of people who 
they have not elected and may indeed have 
never heard of.

Dr. Moore's suggestions strike deep into 
the heart of the autonomy of the local 
church. He seeks to short circuit the will 
of the people by having denominationalists 
run the Convention. The present system has 
worked since the inception of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, there is no need to 
change!

CP SUPPORT

3. The people asked to serve on SBC 
boards and agencies should be from churches 
who have shown a history of support for 
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program 
efforts.

Although this writer fully supports the 
CP efforts, implementation of this proposal 
would be very dangerous.

One must ask, who is to make the 
judgment on what constitutes "a history of 
support for Southern Baptist Cooperative 
program efforts". The liberal "Friends of 
Missions" has determined that if you don't 
give 10% you are not a good Southern 
Baptist. What if their man for President 
loses in Atlanta, worse yet, what if he 
wips and they determine that a good Baptist 
should give 25%, 30% or even higher. What 
happens to the church which may be 
experiencing hardship, will they be 
excluded?

It is all too clear that some would have 
us purchase places of service in the 
Denomination. We need rather to allow 

Spirit filled persons to make appointments 
free of intimidation and reflective of the 
Southern Baptist electorate, and this under 
our long standing Constitution and By-Laws.

CONVENTION BUSINESS

4. There must be a fairness in the con
ducting of business at our national conven
tions by calling for an official 
parliamentarian and requesting proper iden
tification when the ballots are received by 
the messengers.

Those who attended the Dallas Convention 
are aware of the reason this proposal is 
being made. Simply put, the liberals did 
not get their way and now they are crying 
foul.

The fact is the Southern Baptist 
Convention has always had an official 
parliamentarian on hand. In Dallas, under 
the most vicious attacks by the liberals, 
the parliamentarian performed in the true 
spirit of Christian elder-statesmanship.

Those of us present in the Convention 
Hall will never forget the boos, cat calls, 
and most obnoxious behavior of those 
opposed to good order. This behavior by 
disgruntled liberals was very painful. The 
height of the embarrassment occurred when 
hundreds of men with green buttons refused 
to stand for the closing prayer, and many 
squatted to the floor in protest as the 
rest of us prayed to our God.

PARLIAMENTARIAN

A paid professional parliamentarian may 
be needed at this next Convention. I 
suspect the real problem is a willingness 
on the part of the liberal element to 
accept fair and legal decisions when they 
are made.

We can only hope the majority of 
Southern Baptists will see what is clearly 
missing from this proposal. Not one word 
is said of the faith which has generated 
the SBC to missions or the Word on which we 
stand.

It is clear that percentages speak 
louder to the liberal mind than "Thus saith 
the Lord". Proposals more concerned with 
positions than missions, or dollars and 
cents than with a soul who repents must be 
flatly rejected.

Greg Demarco, Pastor
Corinth Baptist Church
Monroe, N.C.

WHO IS EVALUATING?

The May 24 issue of the Biblical 
Recorder carried extensive quotes from R. 
Scott Walker, Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Monroe, North Carolina which were 
derogatory toward Greg Demarco and Dade 
Sherman. Demarco was appointed by 
President Charles Stanley to the Committee 
on Committees and Dade Sherman has been 
nominated by the Committee on Boards to the 
Southeastern Seminary Board. The remarks 
of Walker were unbelievably depreciative 
and demeaning to these two pastors.

North Carolina Baptists need to know the 
kind of person doing the evaluating. 
Walker is the Pastor who brought considera
ble division to the First Baptist Church of 
Monroe when he pushed through a policy 
change that would permit persons to join 
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Messenger Badge and your ballots. If you 
lose your ballots they can't be replaced. 
Those in charge of arrangements advise that 
you not drink coffee before coming to the 
Convention Hall on Tuesday.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Thirdly, be in the Convention Hall by 
9:00 on Tuesday Morning. In the past, the 
liberals have tried to change the Order of 
Business so as to take care of major items 
of business at a time when fewer Messengers 
are present. This is the only hope that 
they have. They will probably try to chal
lenge the Committee on Order of Business 
Report at 9:15. The Messengers should 
adopt the Committee on Order of Business 
Report unchanged because this Order of 
Business which has been recommended by the 
Committee on Order of Business places the 
important matters of the Convention before 
the Convention on Tuesday which is histori
cally the biggest day of the Convention. 
The Committee feels that democracy is best 
exercised when the most people are present 
and participating. The liberals have the 
best chance of victory when the Hall is 
near empty.

REPORTS

Fourth, on Tuesday Afternoon the 
Committee on Committees Report and the 
Committee on Boards Report should be passed 
unchanged. We should turn back all chal
lenges and support Dr. Stanley in his 
ruling. We have received reports that the 
liberals are going to try to drag down the 
business procedures until Tuesday's 
Business has to be laid over until 
Wednesday or Thursday. This organized 
obstruction should be soundly rejected by 
the Messengers and we should get on with 
God's Business.

Finally, let's be gracious. God has 
given us the victory over the past 7 years. 
We haven't had the organization nor the 
money to accomplish what has been 
accomplished. If we win in Atlanta, let's 
not gloat over it. Let's be humble and 
kind.

GO TO ATLANTA
AND STAY THROUGH THURSDAY!

the First Baptist Church of Monroe without 
baptism by immersion. This action, in 
turn, brought deep division to the Union 
Association - a division that is still 
there.

COMMENTS

The most blatant aspect of his comments 
were in regard to harmony in the 
Association. Walker, in referring to 
Demarco and Sherman said, "Prior to their 
coming to the Union Baptist Association, 
our Association was characterized by har
mony, good fellowship, and a sense of unity 
even though the Pastors within the

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE



THE SMOKING GUN
The smoking gun has been turned up in 

Southern Baptist life. It was in the 
report of the Peace Committee which was put 
together in the report of the Peace 
Committee which was put together on 
February 24 and 25. The "smoking" state
ment said, "The Peace Committee has 
completed a preliminary investigation of 
the theological situation in our SBC 
Seminaries. We have found significant 
theological diversity within our Seminaries 
reflective with the theological diversity 
within our wider constituency. There is 
now acknowledgment that our problems are 
theological; which is something that 
Denominational Executives, Seminary 
Presidents and so-called "Moderate" leaders 
have DENIED for years. The report of the 
Peace Committee generously confirms what 
conservative men have been CONTENDING for 
years. This is the very thing that brought 
about the conservative resurgence in the 
Southern Baptist Convention which began, in 
earnest, in 1979.

The word that the Peace Committee used 
has been worn slick in Baptist life. It 
has been misused, abused, and emaciated. 
It may have been a poor choice of words but 
the word DIVERSITY now has a new meaning in 
Baptist life. Historically, as the word 
has been used among Baptists, it has 
referred to differences in style and form 
but the Committee has plunged the word much 
deeper into Baptist life in the February 
statement which acknowledges THEOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY within the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Subcommittees of the Peace Committee 
have visited and completed a preliminary 
investigation of the theological situation 
in Southern Baptist Seminaries. The 
striking thing about the statement is the 
kind of diversity which the Committee has 
found. Some examples were given which, 
admittedly, were intended to be illustra
tive but not exhaustive.

CREATION

First, some Professors accept and affirm 
the direct creation and historicity of Adam 
and Eve while others view them instead as 
representatives of the human race in its 
creation and fall. Historically, the over
whelming majority of Baptists have believed 
that Adam and Eve were real people and the 
fact that they became symbolical of what 
happened to the entire human race takes 
nothing away from their historicity. Of 
course, the denial of an Adam and Eve is 
characteristic of those who deny the his
toricity of the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis.

HISTORICITY

Second, some understand the historicity 
of every event in Scripture as reported by 
the original source while others hold that 
the historicity can be clarified and 
revised by the findings of modern histori
cal scholarship. That position is repre
sented in a book by E. Glenn Hinson called, 
"Jesus Christ". Concerning the historical 
accuracy of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 
he says, "ALL SOURCES, HOWEVER OBJECTIVE 
THEY CLAIM TO BE, HAVE BIASES. THEY 
REFLECT THE SLANTED VIEWPOINTS OF THEIR 
AUTHORS. AT THE SAME TIME MOST POSSESS, IN 
VARYING DEGREES, SOME ELEMENTS OF FACT.

THE FACT THAT NONE OF THESE IS ABSOLUTELY 
FACTUAL, HOWEVER, DOES NOT TAKE AWAY ALL OF 
THEIR VALUE" (Pages 56 and 57).

Concerning the healing miracles of Jesus, 
Hinson further says, "A NUMBER OF MODERN 
SCHOLARS HAVE DISCOUNTED THE HEALING 
NARRATIVES AND MIRACLE STORIES, ASCRIBING 
THEM TO PRIMITIVE MYTHOLOGY AND EARLY 
CHRISTIAN EMBELLISHMENT. SOME 
EMBELLISHMENT UNDOUBTEDLY OCCURRED. 
MOREOVER, THE PRIMITIVE WORLD VIEW AND 
SCIENCE OF JESUS' DAY WOULD HAVE GIVEN A 
DIFFERENT CAST TO HEALINGS AND OTHER 
PHENOMENA THAN THE MODERN WORLD VIEW AND 
SCIENCE WOULD" (Page 66).

Again Mr. Hinson said, "DISCOUNTING 
SOMEWHAT FOR EMBELLISHMENT, THEREFORE, 
IMPRESSIVE EVIDENCE OF JESUS' HEALING 
MINISTRY REMAINS" (Page 67).

Concerning the Virgin Birth Mr. Hinson 
says, " DEBATE WAXES HOT ABOUT THE 
MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION, THAT IS, THE 
SO-CALLED 'VIRGIN BIRTH'. A HISTORIAN IS 
NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE A JUDGMENT 
CONCERNING THE ACCURACY OF THE REPORTS IN 
MATTHEW AND LUKE" (Page 60). Dr. Hinson is 
a Professor of Church History at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky and it is this kind of thing that 
is deeply disturbing to many Southern 
Baptists.

AUTHORSHIP

Third, the Peace Committee Statement 
further contends that "Some hold to 
the stated authorship of every book in the 
Bible while others hold that in some cases problem
such attribution may not refer to the final 
author or may be pseudonymous". Again, 
this denies the accuracy of Scripture. To 
be sure, there are some books of the Bible, 
such as the Book of Hebrews that do not 
have a clearly stated Author. That isn't 
necessary for a book to be inspired. But, 
again, that is not the question. There are 
a great many books of the Bible which 
clearly identify their authors. When a 
book of the Bible clearly identifies its 
author, then to deny that authorship is to 
deny the accuracy of the Scriptures. This 
is not done in Southern Baptist life. In 
fact, in 1979 the Southern Baptist 
Convention overwhelmingly passed a motion 
offered by Dr. Wayne Dehoney stating that 
the Bible is true theologically, philo
sophically, scientifically and historically 
in so far as it speaks in those areas. 
Southern Baptists have a perfect right to 
maintain schools which reflect their 
beliefs. No one is forced to conform to 
those beliefs but at the same time, no one 
should expect to live from Cooperative 
Program dollars while he teaches those 
things that are contrary to what the vast 
majority of Southern Baptist people 
believe. One of the basic things at stake 
in our Convention is the freedom of 
expression - the right of Southern Baptists 
to maintain institutions that carry on 
ministries that are in accord with what 
rank and file Southern Baptists believe.

MIRACLES

Fourth, the most revealing statement of 
the Peace Committee states that: "SOME 
HOLD THAT EVERY MIRACLE IN THE BIBLE IS 
INTENDED TO BE TAKEN AS AN HISTORICAL EVENT 

WHILE OTHERS HOLD THAT SOME MIRACLES ARE 
INTENDED TO BE TAKEN AS PARABOLIC". Again, 
this is illustrated by Dr. Hinson's Book 
which is mentioned previously. In his com
ments on the Fig Tree Passage he said: "THE 
CURSING OF THE FIG TREE (Mark 11: 15 - 19), 
IF HISTORICAL, MAY HAVE BEEN AN ACTIVE 
PARABLE CONCERNING THE FATE OF ISRAEL AND 
THE TEMPLE" (Page 74). This gets right to 
the heart of the matter. To deny any of 
the miracles of the Bible is to devastate 
the accuracy and authenticity of the Bible 
and Southern Baptists have no obligation 
whatever to support men in the Classroom 
who teach views that are admittedly so 
divergent from mainstream Southern Baptist 
thought. Many Baptists will disagree that 
the "diversity" of the Peace Committee sta
tement is reflective of the diversity that 
is within our constituency. We wonder if 
our Institutions and Agencies have been 
listening for the past seven years as 
Southern Baptists have sent one message 
after another that they are not willing to 
support the slightest shade of liberalism 
no matter what it is called.

REVELATION

The most important revelation of the Peace 
Committee Report is that we have now 
admitted it and stated it in black and 
white that the problem is theological. For 
years, there were detractors who tried to 
persuade Southern Baptist people that it 
was political - that the whole problem was 
simply a power struggle. Now, there is 
open admission that there are divergent 
views in the Southern Baptist Convention on 
Southern Baptist Faculties. Once the 

is stated and admitted, then, 
oerhaps we can do something about it. 
Southern Baptists are anxiously awaiting 
the proposals of the Peace Committee but we 
have the feeling that they are not going to 
be placated by "window dressing". They are 
not going to be happy as long as these 
problems exist.

EVALUATING?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

Association are widely diverse in their 
theological persuasions and their worship 
forms." He further accused them of polar
izing the Association.

FACTS
The fact of the matter is that it was 

not Sherman and Demarco who polarized the 
Association but the unBiblical action of 
Scott Walker and the First Baptist Church 
of Monroe that brought the polarization and 
division to the Union Association. It is 
remarkable that the Biblical Recorder has 
published opinions from this kind of person 
in the Recorder's smear campaign against 
Sherman and Demarco who don't deserve such 
meanness and abusiveness.
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Church under the auspices of Baptists 
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ABUSIVENESS AND DECEIT CONTINUE
The abusiveness and deceit of the liber

als continue unabated and, in fact, grows 
more vicious. It is rooted in an arrogance 
and pride that says that certain people in 
Southern Baptist life should be allowed to 
hold positions and others should not. It 
has been around for a long time. For sev
eral years, the positions were passed 
around among a few self styled elitists. 
Now that the Convention is functioning 
as it was designed to function in the 
beginning, the arrogant elitists are upset.

One of the latest outcroppings of this 
arrogant elitism is found in an article by 
Marse Grant which appeared in the latest 
issue of the SBC Today, a liberal firebrand 
paper dedicated to the promotion of the 
liberal cause. This article was filled 
with half truths and distortions.

One victim of Grant's barbs was an inno
cent layman from Glen Alpine, North 
Carolina. Dr. Charles Stanley had asked 
Mr. Wayne Pollard, a long time Deacon of 
the First Baptist Church in Glen Alpine to 
serve as a lay member on the Committee on 
Boards. He has been an active leader in 
his local church and served in the 
Association over the years. Grant's usual 
point of attack is gifts to the Cooperative 
Program but there was no way he could dis
tort Glen Alpine's gifts. The Church gives 
more than 12% of its annual income to the 
Cooperative Program. Neither could he 
attack the participation of Pollard's 
Church in the Association nor could he 
attack Pollard because of youth since 
Pollard is a middle aged man whose son is 
the President of a Bank in another County. 
All Mr. Pollard did was agree to do what 
Dr. Stanley asked him to do. We have 
talked to Mr. Pollard since these vicious 
attacks have been leveled against him and 
he was deeply hurt. As a layman, he 
couldn't understand how Christian leaders 
could engage in such slimy tactics.

Grant criticises Pollard for not having 
attended State Conventions or the Southern 
Baptist Convention before. So what? There 
is no requirement that a man should have 
attended Conventions before he can serve on 
a Committee. The Convention is much bigger 
than the people who gather in a particular 
city for the annual meeting. There are 
more than 14 million Southern Baptists in 
this Convention. Over the years many peo
ple have served on Committees who never 
attended the annual meeting. So what's 
new? Pollard says he watches Dr. Stanley's 
television program. Grant reported that he 
watches the program "when he isn't in 
church" so as to imply that he doesn't 
attend church much. The fact is that few 
people are more regular in their church 
than Mr. Pollard is. What Grant doesn't 
know is that Charles Stanley's program 
comes on at 8:00 A.M. on Sunday Morning in 
this area - long before church begins.

DEMARCO
Grant uses another slimy tactic to 

attack Greg Demarco, a Pastor in Monroe. 
Grant reports that the church where Demarco 
pastors gave only 1.89 percent to the 
Cooperative Program in 1984. Isn't it 
strange that Grant reaches back to 1984 to 
get a figure - not 1985 but 1984! Nov; why 
would Grant do a thing like that? It is 
simple. He had to come up with some kind of 
figure that would tend to discredit Greg 
Demarco. What is the truth of the matter? 
The truth of the matter is that the Church 
did not even have a Pastor in 1984. So 
Grant reached back to a period of 

pastorlessness in the Church to pick up his 
figure in order to criticise Demarco who 
came later. The fact is that Greg Demarco 
has led the Corinth Baptist Church to 
almost triple its gifts to the Cooperative 
Program. It seems to intelligent people 
that the Denomination would be happy about 
young men in the pastorate who are leading 
their churches in that manner. But Demarco 
is being criticized simply because he is 
conservative. Grant pointed out that he 
was a member of the Conservative 
Evangelical Fellowship on the Southeastern 
Campus which is a Seminary approved organi
zation.

SMITH

Even Roy Smith got into the dubious 
business of evaluating the men who had been 
appointed by Stanley. He is preaching con- 
nectionalism. He stated that the men 
appointed in Southern Baptist Convention 
life should be those who have "come up 
through the ranks" - whatever that means. 
It smacks heavily of a crony system which 
was what we had for a number of years. The 
fact is that Greg Demarco was baptised in a 
Southern Baptist Church in a pioneer area 
of our Nation. Rev. Lyndon Burleson who is 
Pastor of the Hillcrest Baptist Church in 
Great Lakes, Illinois baptised Demarco in 
1974. He sang in the Choir. He served as 
Choir Director. He served as a Deacon in 
Summerville, South Carolina. In fact, he 
served as Chairman of the Deacons for 3 
years before the Lord called him into the 
Ministry. He served as Associate Pastor 
and while in the Navy he served as a Music 
Evangelist in the Screven Association with 
Mr. Joe Hinton, the Associational 
Missionary. All of this was before Demarco 
entered the Seminary. Since graduating and 
serving in the Pastorate he has led his 
church in a marvelous way. It seems that 
the Denomination would encourage young men 
such as this. But even the General 
Secretary of our State Convention stoops to 
depreciating them. We think that it is 
time for the General Secretary to mend his 
ways. A leading North Carolina Layman 
called to say that Smith was "off base" to 
put a cloud over the nominees.

SHERMAN
Another Pastor from North Carolina whom 

Grant singled out for vicious attack was 
Dade Sherman who is Pastor of the Benton 
Heights Baptist Church in Monroe. He was 
not appointed by Dr. Stanley but was nomi
nated by the Committee on Boards to serve 
as a Trustee of Southeastern Seminary. 
Grant accused Demarco and Sherman as being 
"highly visible" at last year's Convention 
and said that they "practically owned a 
microphone peppering the Chair with ques
tions and motions". That is false. They 
may have arisen to ask questions once or 
twice but that is their right as a 
Messenger. Many Messengers did. This is 
just another of the little silly things 
that Grant uses in his efforts to discredit 
others. The appointees are being criti
cised as being "inexperienced people". We 
have talked to both of these men since the 
scurrilous article came out. Both of these 
men are deeply committed men who have expe
rience in Baptist life. They will serve 
well but they are dismayed at the tactics 
that have been used in efforts to discredit 
them when their only "fault" was that they 

agreed to do what they were being asked to 
do.

CRITICISM

Grant also took the opportunity to cri
ticise the Committee on Boards who turned 
down a nominee that was presented for the 
Sunday School Board. We called some mem
bers of the Committee on Boards after the 
article came out and learned what really 
happened. The man whose name was first 
nominated for the Sunday School Board had 
rotated off the Radio and Television 
Commission less than a year ago. The 
Committee on Boards felt that Board 
appointments should be spread around more 
than that. They did not think that 
Southern Baptist people would be happy with 
putting a man right back on a major Board 
who has been off of another Board for less 
than a year. Therefore, they turned to 
another active Baptist layman from that 
same State who is highly qualified. Grant, 
however, tried to make it appear that the 
man whose name was rejected was an 
"outstanding layman" who would be willing 
to listen to "both sides of the issue". 
But, some Board members feel that the lay
man who was finally elected is much more 
highly qualified for the job than the one 
who was first presented.

NOT A NOVICE

Then, there was the outlandish attack on 
Lee Roberts. Lee Roberts is not a novice 
in Baptist life. He has been around a long 
time. It was about a year ago when the 
issues of the Convention became very clear 
to him that this Mortgage Investment Banker 
finally decided to get involved. He termed 
some of what is being taught in the 
Seminary Classrooms as "spiritual slop". 
Now, perhaps that is not the daintiest ter
minology to use but laymen don't often 
employ the same kind of pious language that 
we preachers do. They simoly call it as 
they see it. Maybe we had better listen a 
little more carefully to what they are 
saying. One thing is sure, when the laymen 
really get a picture of what is happening 
in some of our agencies and institutions, 
they come down on the same side that Lee 
Roberts comes down on. When it is all said 
and done, we believe that Baptist lay peo
ple are not about to support Profs who say 
that Jesus was mistaken about His Return 
and who say that the miracles of Jesus were 
"embellished" and that many of the great 
miracles of the Bible were simply 
"parables". They aren't going to support 
people who deny that Moses wrote the first 
five Books of the Bible even though Jesus 
affirmed time and time again that Moses did 
write them. The liberals have been kidding 
themselves that if they can get the laymen 
involved that the laymen are going to turn 
back the conservative resurgence in the 
Convention. Just the opposite is true. 
The only laymen that the liberals can 
depend on are the laymen who are deceived 
and who don't understand what the issues 
are. They are still trying to tell some 
laymen that it's a "preacher fight". Even 
Jerry Clower said that it was a fight bet
ween the "preachers and the hired help". 
We are glad that Jerry Clower declined to 
run for the Presidency of the Convention 
because we don't believe that Baptists are 
in the mood to try to laugh our way to 
revival or turn the Southern Baptist

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT



CONNECTIONALISM
It is now without question that there is 

a big and unprecedented push for a con
nectional church in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The Methodists, Presbyterians 
and Lutherans went to it a long time ago. 
The demise of those Denominations is testi
mony enough to the failure of a connect- 
ional church. As we have said before, some 
Bureauracracy is necessary. It gives con
tinuity to the work but a bureaucracy must 
always be kept carefully under control. It 
is a characteristic of bureaucracy that 
bureaucrats like to gather unto themselves 
more and more power. They tend to lesson 
the circle of leadership and concentrate 
power in the hands of a few. There is less 
and less accountability to the Body which 
supports the bureaucracy and it is all done 
in the name of "harmony" and "security". 
Bureaucrats always move to make it well 
nigh impossible to remove them from office. 
They erect Constitutional barriers and pol
icy barriers. They develop a "due process" 
that is like a stone wall. A connectional 
church always does these things for the 
bureaucrats and that's the reason that 
bureaucrats always push for a connectional 
church and we must make no mistake about 
it, there are those right in the Southern 
Baptist Convention who are pushing hard for 
a connectional church.

MOORE

Winfred Moore has agreed to push the 
Convention toward a connectional church if 
he is elected President. He has agreed 
publicly that he will look to State 
Convention Officers for his appointments. 
Now, historically, the Southern Baptist 
Convention has not been made up of State 
Conventions or Associations. It is a 
Convention of churches and has remained 
completely autonomous from State 
Conventions or local Associations. It is 
the local churches that send Messengers to 
the Southern Baptist Convention just as it 
is local churches that send Messengers to 
the Association and the State Convention. 
It has never, in all of our history, been 
required of people appointed to office in 
the Southern Baptist Convention that they
shall have held office in State Conventions 
or that they shall have the approval of 
State Convention Officers. That is connec
tional ism pure and simple.

SMITH
Now, General Secretary Roy Smith in 

North Carolina is advocating that those who 
are appointed to office in the Southern 
Baptist Convention "come up through the 
ranks". Again that is connectionalism pure 
and simple. Throughout our history, the 
only qualification that one needed to have 
to be appointed to a position in the 
Southern Baptist Convention is that he be a 
member of a church that is in friendly 
cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Convention. That is the provision of our 
Constitution. For instance, when the liber
als were in power this policy served them 
well. People from the Myers Park Church in 
Charlotte as well as the St. John's Church 
were appointed to various Boards and 
Committees even though they do not belong 
to a local Association. But, those 
churches were darlings of the liberal wing 
of the Convention and the liberals con
trolled everything. Now, since it appears 
that conservative men may be deep into the 
decision making processes of the 
Convention, some want to change the rules.

Winfred Moore has agreed to cooperate with 
them.

If Southern Baptists ever change the 
rules so that State Convention Officers are 
automatically the ones to make the appoint
ment for the Southern Baptist Convention, 
then we may as well get District 
Superintendents and Bishops and all the 
other trimmings that go with connec
tional ism because that is exactly where we 
will be.

LIBERAL OBJECTIVE

Those of you who remember the 1969 
Convention in New Orleans will remember 
that this was one of the objectives of the 
liberal group that was organized there. It 
was called the E.Y. Mullins Fellowship. 
The founders included Robert Alley and 
Robinson James who now teach at the 
University of Richmond along with William 
C. Smith who was a former staff member of 
the North Carolina State Convention. It 
was the first organized political group in 
the Southern Baptist Convention. They 
fielded a candidate against incumbent 
President W.A. Criswell. They had raised a 
big protest because the Sunday School 
Board, through its Broadman Division, had 
published Dr. Criswell's book entitled, 
"Why I Preach That The Bible Is Literally 
True". During the Convention they did many 
things to insult the Chair but one of the 
things that they advocated there was that 
representation should be Association rather 
than Church and the liberals have not aban
doned that objective. Some erstwhile con
servatives have been roped into that 
position but the liberals have been there 
all of the time.

The President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention should look only to local 
churches for those whom he appoints to the 
Committee on Committees and other 
Committees and Baptists will do well to 
totally reject this headlong push in our 
Convention for a connectional church.

CONVENTION
BELIEFS CONFUSING

A statement on Scripture by Convention 
President William E. Poe which appeared in 
the January 19 issue of the Raleigh News 
and Observer left many North Carolina 
Baptists in a State of shock and dismay. 
Poe was selected as "Tarheel of the Week".

During the interview with Diane Winston 
Poe is quoted as saying, "I very much 
believe in the Bible as God's revelation 
but I am not an inerrantist as I understand 
the current usage". He said, "I don't 
think that you need to believe in the Bible 
as God's Word".

God's Word for him, Poe said, isn't 
lived out by prohibiting alcohol, tobacco, 
card playing or dancing.

"I sat with someone on the Peace 
Committee who said that his church doesn't 
allow social dancing. I don't particularly 
get upset about those things. People fall 
short of the mark in so many ways and those 
are less significant," he said.

The above is the exact text that 
appeared in the Raleigh News and Observer. 
The quotation caused a lot of immediate 
fall out and the message spread across the 
State like wildfire. In a letter to the 
Rai ei gh News and Observer Poe took excep
tion to the statement, "I don't think that 
you need to believe in the Bible as God's

ABOUT JULIAN CAVE
We admire Julian Cave's honesty in leav

ing the Southern Baptist Pastorate for the 
Episcopal Priesthood. Julian stated that 
he has not been comfortable with the evan
gelistic emphasis for some time. That was 
obvious to many of us who knew him. While 
Southern Baptists are emphasizing Bold 
Mission Thrust and evangelizing the world 
by the year 2,000, Julian desires to empha
size worship in a more liturgical setting. 
From Julian's remarks, it is apparent that 
he did not come to these convictions lately 
but has held to them for some time. It is 
much better for Baptists and for Julian 
Cave that he has joined a communion that is 
more in accord with his personal beliefs 
than that he should remain among Southern 
Baptists as a source of friction and 
controversy.

Cave recently resigned the St. John's 
Baptist Church of Charlotte to pursue a 
ministry in the Episcopal Church. John 
Claypool of Lubbock, Texas did the same 
thing only months ago. Both of these men 
have held positions in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Julian Cave has served on the 
Christian Life Commission, on the Committee 
on Committees in North Carolina as well as 
the Program Committee. The St. John's 
Baptist Church of which he has been Pastor 
for the last several years, was excluded 
from the Mecklenburg Association in 
Charlotte several years ago because of 
their liberal baptismal policies. They 
receive persons who have never been 
immersed.

There are many other liberals in North 
Carolina who should be as honest as Julian 
as been. They are not really Baptists. 
They do not share the heartbeat and thrust 
of Baptist work. The tragedy is that they 
seem to be pushed by the Department of 
Pastor Church Relations into the larger 
pulpits of the State.

Julian Cave's departure left a hole in 
the leadership of the liberal element of 
the Convention. We regret that Julian did 
not share the views of rank and file 
Baptist people. We hope others who share 
Julian's views will be as honest and candid 
as he has been.

PRESIDENT’S

Word". He said that he did not believe 
that he said it exactly as it is quoted. 
Poe said, "What I believe I said is, 'I 
don't think that you need to believe in the 
Bible word for word'".

BELIEFS

At any rate, however, Poe has made it 
clear that he is not an inerrantist - a 
belief that the Bible is truth without any 
mixture of error. This puts us right back 
where we were with Cecil Sherman who also 
stated that he did not believe in an inerr
ant Bible. It has also raised questions in 
the minds of many about Poe's service on 
the Peace Committee since the Peace 
Committee has agreed to work under the 
Baptist Faith and Message Statement on the 
Scriptures as interpreted by the Hobbs' 
Motion which was passed by the Convention 
in Los Angeles. The Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement says that the Bible is "a 
perfect treasure of Divine instruction. It 
has God for its author, salvation for its 
end, and truth, without any mixture of 
error, for its matter".

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT



UNDERSTANDING THE CONTROVERSY
BY PAIGE PATTERSON

Any effort to reduce complicated and varied positions to a neat package runs the risks of oversimplification and misrepresentation. 
Even though we know the pitfalls, the following chart is designed to help clarify the differences among us. All that is said of 
any one of the three positions is not necessarily applicable to all its adherents. But in general, the outline here provided is an 
accurate appraisal of the views of these schools of thought. Our prayer is that a survey of these positions in comparison with one 
another will assist understanding and progress.

ORTHODOXY (To cut straight)
1. Employs Grammatico-Historical method 

of interpretation.

2. Employs Textual Criticism in an 
effort to identify original reading.

3. Accepts full inerrancy^ and
2infallibility of t l^e Bible, 

believing in verbal, plenary 
inspiration.

4. Sees the Bible as the written 
revelation of God.

5. Claims to hear the voice of God in 
all of the Bible. Even in erroneous 
statements such as the words of 
Satan, God has inerrantly recorded 
what was said.

6. Believes all historical, scientific, 
philosophical, and theological 
statements in the Bible, including 
virgin birth, resurrection, 
miracles, Jonah, the axe head 
swimming, etc.

NEO-ORTHODOXY (Really Neo-Liberalism)
1. Employs Historical-Critical method of 

interpretation.

2. Employs Textual Criticism in an 
effort to identify original reading.

3. Rejects inerrancy completely. Also 
rejects verbal, plenary inspiration. 
Some advocates (mostly Southern 
Baptists) accept "infallibility of 
purpose," by which they mean that the 
Bible is infallible in its spiritual 
teachings. The "thoughts" are 
inspired but not necessarily the 
words.

4. Sees the Bible as a record o f 
revelation which at times may not be 
entirely accurate. It records its 
authors’ religious experiences.

5. Claims to hear the voice of God in 
much, but not all, of the Bible.

CLASSICAL LIBERALISM
1. Employs Historical-Critical method 

of interpretation.

2. Employs Textual Criticism in an 
effort to identify original 
reading.

3. Rejects inerrancy, infallibility, 
and verbal, plenary inspiration. 
Sees the Bible as a book of Jewish 
mythology and ethical insight.

4. Sees the Bible as religious 
conjecture.

5. Claims to hear the voice of God in 
some of the Bible.

7. Claims the Bible is the Word of God.

8. Major philosophical influence- 
Augustine, Chrysostom, Luther, 
Calvin, The Anabaptists, Warfield, 
Schaeffer, Carl F. H. Henry, etc.

9. Tends to emphasize missions, 
evangelism, church growth, pastoral 
leadership, expository, exegetical 
preaching, local church autonomy, 
and minimize too much structure and 
central control.

10. Uses conventionally understood 
language of orthodoxy.

6. Reserves right to choose what it will 
accept and what it will reject. 
Thus, some take this and reject the 
other. Whether the Bible is 
absolutely accurate in these things 
is not important as long as the 
spiritual truths are grasped in an 
existential experience of faith.

7. Claims the Bible contains the Word of 
God.

8. Major philosophical influence - Kant, 
Kierkegaard, Schleiermacher. Modern 
"saints" Barth, Brunner, Bultmann, 
Niebuhr brothers, Eric Rust, etc.

9. Talks about missions, but does very 
little about evangelism or missions. 
Emphasis is on structure and strong 
centralization and control.

6. Rejects most of the miracles as 
foolishness and mythology.

7. Claims the Bible has insights about 
God.

8. Major philosophical influence- 
Darwin, Voltaire, Ritschl, von 
Harnack, Graf, Wellhausen, etc.

9. Emphasizes social involvement in 
theory.

11. Accepts the idea that the autographa 
(original handwritten documents) had 
to come from God without error.

12. Views Jesus as ultimate authority. 
This “Jesus” is the Jesus of the 
Bible who has also been experienced 
by the believer through the new 
birth and the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit•

10. Uses language of orthodoxy but 
changes meanings of words to suit its 
purposes. The initiated understand 
the shift but the unwary orthodox may 
be completely misled. Use of terms 
is usually ambiguous and confusing.

11. Suspects that even the autographa 
contained errors, but views the 
whole idea as absurd since we do not 
have the autographa.

12. Views Jesus as ultimate authority. 
However, since His words are not 
always accurately or truthfully 
recorded in Scripture, it is not the 
Jesus of the Bible but the Jesus of 
one’s own personal experience that 
proves to be the real authority.

10. Uses clear, unambiguous language in 
rejection of Biblical inerrancy.

11. Accepts the idea that even the 
autographa were seriously flawed.

12. Views Jesus as a marvelously 
inspired human teacher whose 
example is largely to be followed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN
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UNDERSTANDING THE CONTROVERSY...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX

13. Names: Often called 13. 
“fundamentalists.*1 They prefer 
simply “conservatives.”

Names: Often called “liberals” or 
"neo-orthodox.” They prefer 
“ conservatives* “ “friends of 
missions *“ "moderates,” 
“denominational loyalists,” 
“progressives,” and most recently, 
"moderate-conservatIves.”

13. Names: Often called ” classical 
liberals,” they accept this but 
prefer terms like "progressives.”

14. Schools where view is strongly 
advocated: Mid-America Baptist
Theological Seminary, The Criswell 
College, Luther Rice Seminary, 
Southwest Baptist University, 
Hannibal-LaGrange College, Palm 
Beach Atlantic College, Dallas 
Baptist University, and some at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

15. Representative Baptists who adopt 
this view: J. L. D a g g , A. T. 
Robertson, Basil Manly, J. P. 
Boyce, B. H. Carroll, L. R. 
Scarborough, J. B. Tidwell, George 
W. Truett, Herschel Hobbs, R. G. 
Lee, W. A. Criswell, Adrian Rogers, 
Jerry Vines, Charles Stanley, Bailey 
Smith, Ed Youn^, Jimmy Draper, Judge 
Pressler, etc.

16. View of truth: Correspondence, 
which insists that in order for a 
statement to be considered “true,” 
it must correspond to the reality 
which it seeks to explain or define. 
A statement is true if, and only if, 
it corresponds to the facts as they 
actually are.

14. Schools where view is strongly 
advocated: Baylor University,
Stetson University, Mercer 
University, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, etc.

15. Representative Baptists who adopt 
this view: Crawford H. Toy, Ralph 
Elliott, Roy Lee Honeycutt, Glenn 
Hinson, Russell Dilday, Cecil 
Sherman, Ken Chafin, Randall Lolley, 
Milton Ferguson, most Baptist state 
paper editors, etc.

16. View of truth: Intentionalist, which 
accepts the idea that a speaker's or 
a writer’s words may be considered to 
be true even though they do not 
reflect reality or correspond to the 
facts, as long as the speaker or 
writer is accomplishing his intended 
purpose in what he says or writes.

14. Schools where view is strongly 
advocated: Wake Forest University 
and University of Richmond.

15. Representative Baptists who adopt 
this view: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
Carlyle Marney, etc.

16. View of truth: Correspondence, 
which insists that in order for a 
statement to be considered "true,” 
it must correspond to the reality 
which it seeks to explain or 
define. A statement is true if, 
and only if, it corresponds to the 
facts as they actually are. Though 
their theory of truth is right, 
classical liberals simply deny the 
"truthfulness” of most of the 
supernatural and miraculous in the 
Bible.

ENDNOTES
Inerrancy means that the Bible, in the autographa, contains no error of any kind philosophically, historically, scientifically, 

ethically or theologically.

2* Infallibility means that the Bible's effect'upon us is always to lead us to truth.

3. Verbal means that the very words of the Bible, not just the thoughts, are inspired. This does not imply a "mechanical dictation 
theory.”

ELqJiqry inspiration means that the Bible in its entirety is fully inspired. The Song of Solomon is just as inspired as Romans, 
etc.

5. W. T. Conner and E. Y. Mullins are more difficult to classify. Neither found errors or mistakes in the Bible and Mullins 
identified himself as a ”fundamentalist.“ On the other hand, both show evidence of being influenced by some of the presuppositions 
of neo-orthodoxy and existentialist philosophy. They belong more with orthodoxy than with neo-orthodoxy.

PEACE COMMITTEE REPORT
The Peace Committee has now issued a statement on two major areas of concern in 

Baptist life - Theology and Politics. The Theological Statement is a matter of 
record. The Peace Committee very definitely did find theological problems in some of 
the Seminaries. They found just exactly what conservative men have been warning 
Southern Baptists about for several years.

Now, the Committee has made a finding in regard to Political Activity. One charge 
that has been repeatedly raised against conservative Southern Baptists is voting irre
gularities or fraudulent use of Ballots. It begain in Houston and has continued over 
the years. Conservatives have been incensed by the continued insinuations that they 
they have engaged in fraudulent voting practices. Now, the air has been cleared.

About the most the Committee could come up with after hearing all the accusations 
was that there was some evidence of “isolated’' instances and nothing of an organized 
nature. Chairman Fuller said, "I know we have some problems, but as for attributing

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT
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I

THE TROUBLE
BY

For some years I have puzzled over the 
enigmatic phenomenon that can only be 
described as the eclipse of the conser
vatives. It normally occurs every 
Wednesday at the annual meetings of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. What had been 
a formidable force on Tuesday vanishes on 
Wednesday only to reemerge on Thursday of 
the Convention. Where do these conserva
tives go?

Recently the entire mystery was solved 
when Dr. Adrian Rogers analyzed the 
problem. Said Rogers, "The problem is 
Throckmorton". Understandably, those present 
racked their minds to try to remember which 
church Throckmorton served. When puzzled 
looks betrayed the blankness of our 
memories, Dr. Rogers continued, "The prob
lem is simple. Conservatives come in full 
of vigor and zeal for the Pastor's 
Conference on Sunday night. They sit 
throughout the day on Monday listening to 
the inspiring sermons. Well into the night 
they wait with bated breath on God's 
prophet to deliver the burden of his' mes
sage from God. On Tuesday waning energies 
are still sufficient to take them to the 
sessions, but by the end of Tuesday night 
two problems- surface. (1) Weariness and 
need for a change of venue has occurred. 
(2) Throckmorton, the nine year old son 
that is accompanying the family to the con
vention city, wants to go to Six Flags and 
has been patient just about as long as he 
possibly can. Therefore, on Wednesday con-
servatives take Throckmorton to Six Flags

HOW COULD I MISS?

the 
How

Well, I thought to myself I must be 
dumbest man on the face of the earth, 
could I have missed Throckmorton? Come to 
think of it, even when it wasn't Six Flags, 
I bet Throckmorton was taken to see the 
Texas Rangers or maybe this year 
Atlanta Braves play a baseball game.

the 
Nor 

has any moral crime been committed. The 
parents, as well as Throckmorton, enjoy a 
day at Six Flags and anybody that doesn't 
like a good baseball game probably doesn't 
like his mother or America or apple pie or 
Coke (at least Classic Coke) either. So, 
the trouble in this whole thing turns out 
to be Throckmorton.

LEAVE HIM HOME?

Someone will probably suggest, "Why 
don't you leave Throckmorton home with a 
babysitter?" Now, of course, this would in 
fact solve the problem of what to do with 
Throckmorton on Wednesday, but there is 
real doubt as to whether or not this is an 
acceptable solution. In the first place it 
is good for Throckmorton to come to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. It is good to 
mix and mingle with other Baptists and to 
get acquainted with some of the great men 
who stand in the pulpits of the churches of 
our nation. So, I for one say, "Bring 
Throckmorton on."

RECREATION SHOULD WAIT

On the other hand sometimes recreation 
bas to wait for a more appropriate time, 
^feere will certainly be other occasions 
when we can get Throckmorton to a profes
sional baseball game or to ride the Flume

WITH THROCKMORTON
PAIGE PATTERSON

ride or the Runaway Mine Train at Six 
Flags. As a matter of fact, while we are 
riding the Runaway Mine Train at Six Flags 
on Wednesday, the Convention can easily run 
away from its God appointed task to be true 
to Christ and to the Bible and to its evan
gelistic work. So, bring Throckmorton to 
the Convention but prepare him for the fact 
that we have to stay through Wednesday and 
through Thursday in order to accomplish all 
that God wants us to. The liberals know 
how to stay. Can conservatives learn? Can 
conservatives help Throckmorton to develop 
that kind of loyalty himself-? I believe 
they can, and this year is the year to 
begin.

ABUSIVENESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FOUR

Convention into one giant "Hee-Haw" show.

ROOKIES

The height of insult came when Grant 
charged that those being appointed now are 
inexperienced "rookies". We don't believe 
that Southern Baptists are going to buy 
that nonsense either. For instance, the 
Pastor' Member on the Committee on Boards
from North Carolina this year was Mr. 
Claude Walker who is past 60 and who has 
served .faithfully through the years. The 
lay person was a lady from Elkin, North 
Carolina who served on the Committee o-n 
Committees several years ago. She has also 
served on Committees in the State 
Convention. Mrs. Blackburn has broad expe
rience in the Denomination and we have con
tacted her to ask her how old she is. 
While we fear we best not publish her age 
it is safe to say that she is a middle aged 
person. Other appointments from North 
Carolina in recent years include men like 
Mr. T.W. Wilson of the Billy Graham 
Association who is past 65 and Mrs. Ann 
Frazier who is approaching middle age and 
who has a daughter who graduated from Wake 
Forest.

BOARD MEMBERS

Members of Boards who have been 
appointed from this State in recent years 
include Mr. Coy Privette, former President 
of the North Carolina Convention, Mr. 
Gerald Primm who is approaching retirement, 
Mr. Calvin Capps who is now retired, Mr. 
M.O. Owens who is now retired, Mr. Julian 
Motley who is of middle age, Mr. Robert 
Goode of the Florida Street Church in 
Greensboro who is a veteran pastor of mid
dle age. Last year there was Mr. Horace 
Hall, a veteran Pastor from Wilmington and 
Mr. Don Taylor, a middle aged lay person 
from Asheville on the Committee on 
Committees. In fact, Mr. Dade Sherman and 
Mr. Greg Demarco are about the only ones 
among the younger men who have been 
appointed. Is Mr. Grant trying to tell the 
younger pastors of the State that they 
can't serve until they are old and gray? 
Both of these men are past 30. The bottom 
line is that these men are simply being 
criticized because they are conservative 
and it is apparent that any excuse will do 
when Grant wants to criticise them.

BELIEFS CONFUSING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE

The most unsettling thing about Mr. 
Poe's position is that he seems to be con
fused about what inerrancy is all about and 
yet he stoutly insists that he is not an 
inerrantist. As one reads the article of 
January 19 Mr.. Poe seems to equate ine
rrancy with a literal interpretation of the 
Bible. That is not true. In fact, one 
would be hard pressed to find a person in 
all of Christendom with any significant 
degree of Biblical knowledge who is a 
literalist. To be a literalist one would 
have to deny the parables and the use of 
metaphor (the bruised reed and the smoking 
flax). One would have to deny apocalyptic 
literature such as the Revelation and 
Daniel. These books do have some direct 
statements that are to be taken literally 
but they also contain much symbolism. 
About the last thing in the world one can 
find is a conservative who is a literalist 
because, in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, we believe the majority of con
servative men would hold to the 
Premillennial interpretation of the 
Revelation. It would be impossible to hold 
that view and be a literalist.

The inerrancy view is simply the view 
that the Bible is without error. That is 
what the . Baptist Faith and Message 
Statement on Scripture clearly states. 
That is the guide under which the Peace 
Committee has agreed to operate and yet, 
Mr. Poe has taken a position that is con
trary to the Baptist Faith and Message 
Statement. This is the reason that so many 
of us believe that those in places of key
leadership in our Convention should know 
what they believe and why they believe it. 
They should be able to clearly articulate 
their position so that everyone can under
stand exactly where they are. These are 
critical days and it is no time for trum
pets to give uncertain sounds.

PEACE COMMITTEE
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these things to-being a part of a high 
political organization, we did not find 
that. We had hearsay, we had opinion, but 
as far as hard evidence, it was not 
forthcoming." So there you have it. 
Members of the Peace Committee demanded 
hard evidence to back up all the accusation 
of voter irregularities and it wasn't 
forthcoming. No one could present it. The 
formal statement said, "Although we have 
found indications of isolated voting irreg
ularities at previous Conventions, our pre
liminary finding concerning fraudulent 
voting has revealed no documented evidence 
of organized misuse of the ballot by any 
political group". Yet, Lee Porter, the 
Registrations Secretary, has repeatedly 
harraunged the Convention about misuse of 
the Ballot. It has been picked up in the 
secular press and Southern Baptists have 
been needlessly embarrassed - all because 
of the reckless and intemperate remarks of 
Lee Porter.

Now we know the truth. The elections 
have been honest. No one has skewed any 
election through fraudulent voting prac
tices. There are theological problems in 
the Seminaries and they are serious. The 
question now is whether or not Southern 
Baptists have the courage to correct the 
sources of false information and the 
Biblical heresy that is being taught in 
some Seminaries.


