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BAPTIST NEWS
Historical - is the 95th annual Convention at Miami - attendance on 
several sessions 20,000. Registered messengers 11,003, a record. El­
ected J. D. Grey, president; G.C. Warren, Charlotte, vice president; 
E. V. Peyton, Locklies, Virginia, second vice president; George B. 
Fraser, D.C., senior secretary; Joe W. Burton, Nashville, junior secre­
tary; and Porter Routh, treasurer. The 1953 session meets at Houston, 
Texas, May I4.-IO with J. H. Landes of Wichita Falls preacher; Fred East­
ham, Springfield, Missouri, alternate. The 195U session will be at 
St, Louis, June 2-6, 
Highlights:
Foreign'Missions - Wednesday night, several of the 850 missionary on 
platform. Operating in 30 countries. Monroe F, Swilley of Atlanta 
brought main address. Receipts $6,900,000, New fields opened are: 
Korea, Formosa, Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, Philippine Islands; new 
areas opened in Central, South America, Africa, and Middle East.
Home Missions - Thursday night, representative number of the 1,170 
missionaries on platform. Featured language group choirs. Maj or 
phases of work emphasized. W. A. Criswell, Dallas, brought powerful 
message. Board reported 36,390 converts, not counting 10,6^6 reported 
by chaplains and 18,500 by evangelistic department. Receipts were 
§1,562,900. Home Board to lead entire Convention September ll[-21 in 
effort to reach non-resident members, A Convention-wide promotional 
program was adopted to this end. One-fourth total membership non­
resident.
Youth Rally - Saturday night, with Billy Graham speaker. Miami papers 
reported this as largest gathering assembled in Miami. Hundreds res­
ponded to invitation for converts and consecration.
Evangelistic Service - Sunday night, led by Dr. C. E. Matthews with Dr. 
Baker J. Cauthen, secretary to Orient for Foreign Mission Board as 
speaker. Large number responded to invitation for salvation and life 
service.
Radio Commission - operating "Baptist Hour" on 50 stations and 200 
other broadcasts at §15,000 per month, 
(Space will not permit reports on all departments of work.)

Doctrinal Issues:
A committee instructed to report next year "How effective is the present 
teaching program of our denomination on the question of the church or­
dinances in the light of present day conditions?" This was debated at 
length, but carried.
Commended our educational institutions which accepted any qualified 
.student, Our seminaries are open to Negro students, as is ’Wayland 
College, Texas, and Grand Canyon College, Arizona.
Reaffirmed historic position on Vatican representative, liquor traffic, 
Fan on debts by our institutions.
Protests Catholic altar vows and launched educational program for Bap­
tists .
Commended congress for recommitting the Universal Military Training 
bill. Also United Nations for efforts of peaceful settlements. 
Ruled out of order constitutional amendment to bar churches from Con­
vention which receive members from other denominations practicing im­
mersion and open communion, Amendments must be presented on first two 
days of Convention; this came on third day. The doctrinal test for 
representation in this Convention loomed larger on horizons of future 
converted.
Petitioned by resolution Selective Service deferment for lay vocational 
religious workers in the churches and denominational life. Instructed 
Chaplains Commission to be official representative.
Increase revealed in all phases of Southern Baptists life - a few of 
the following must suffice for this space:

There are 28,289 churches with 7,373,498 members - baptized 375,525 - 
took 19.6 of us to win one - active pastors 20,348 - contributions 
totaled 222 million dollars - $30.32 per capita, which is 38th place 
evangelicals - §5.05 per capita to missions - 4,^31 churches reported 
no baptisms - 2,600 churches gave nothing to missions - seminaries 
enrollment is 4,108, of which 3,097 are studying for ministry - 3,890 
ministerial students enrolled in senior colleges, 1,184 in junior col­
leges and 349 in academies - a total of 8,520 ministerial students, of 
this number 2,909 are volunteers for mission service.
Convention budget for 1953 - $10,00Q,000; 5 million for current budgets; 
3 million for' capitol needs with last 2 million divided, 25^ to Home 
Mission Board and 75§ to Foreign Mission Board,



Chaplains Portion:
Commission report in conjunction with Home Mission program Thursday 
night. 'Director presented chaplains present - Dow H. Heard of Central 
office and &.L. Ackiss of Chief Salisbury's office spoke briefly and 
Clarence Q. Jones of Ft. Sill, Okla., gave testimony from Korea and 
made appeal for additional chaplains.
Association breakfast was well attended considering two seminary meet- 
ings at 'same time. Dow H, Heard presided. Program featured past 
presidents and members of Chaplains Commission. 71 present. William 
Howard Andrews, First Baptist Church, Bryan, Texas, elected president; 
John Dodge, First Church’of Hot Springs, Ark., vice president and Will 
Edd Langford, pastor Oceanside, Calif., as secretary.
The Booth was provided by Veterans Administration. Chaplain Jack Bos­
ton of VA Hospital, Coral Gables, did the foot work for booth and 
breakfast. He and Chaplain Heard are to be commended. Fellowship 
around booth was tops from opening to closing time each day.

DIRECTOR'S NOTES
Stationary enclosed is sample of material made available by our Com- 
mission to chaplains in forward areas, where stationary is scarce, 
for distribution among the men. Envelopes to match. Order from this 
office.
Salute to Roy H, Parker, retiring Chief of Army Chaplains. Another'big 
job'well done by a Southern Baptist Chaplain, 
Congratulations to Ivan L, Bennett, new Chief of Army Chaplains. 
Highest hono'r military can bestow upon a Baptist preacher,
A Southern Baptist succeeding a Southern Baptist - not because of de­
nominational affiliation, but because of meritorious service rendered 
as chaplain. A high standard for the Southern Baptist preachers ser­
ving as chaplains. 
Preaching mission at Moody AFB, Valdosta, Ga,, was postponed by dir­
ector till early Fall because of unforeseen circumstan ces.
Preaching mission at Vance AFB, Enid, Oklahoma, June 1-8. Director 
covets interest in your prayers.
Itinerary to east coast - D,C,, the two chaplains schools, Sampson 
AFB and'numerous points between from middle June through July.
Ridgecrest Assembly/- - August li|-19 - Chaplains conference and retreat 
in conjunction with Home Mission Week - full program planned. Chiefs 
of all branches requested to conduct seminar for his respective branch 
in conjunction with conference. CONFERENCE PLANNED FOR CHAPLAINS WIVES. 
By return mail, send your desires and ideas for program, also that you 
plan to be present. Time is here to determine program and personnel. 
Bring family. Make reservations early with Mr. Willard K. Weeks, 
Ridgecrest, N.C., Should you desire I write your C.O. regarding your 
attendance, buzz me.
Mrs. J. C, Simpson, office secretary appreciates cards you have sent. 
She continues on sick leave.
New son - Thomas Judson Hale, born Mother's day to Chaplain and Mrs, 
Wallace Hale, quarters 119, Ft. Bragg, N.C. It'll take more than a 
parachute to get Wallace down to earth.
Chaplains Oommission this month endorsed £ candidates to army; 9 to 
Navy, 2 to Air Force and 1 to VA chaplaincy. Endorsement was declined 
or deferred candidates.

AMONG THE CHAPLAINS:
Prewitt, Lewis L. , 33^th Ord. Ammo. Bn,, APO £9, San Francisco, Calif,, 
Dr. J. A. Abernathy recently conducted series of successful services—. 
for us,
Murphy, Robert L, Marine Recruit Depot, San Diego lf.0, Calif., Recently 
spent two weeks’ in hospital. baptisms for past month,
Gurley, Glen A,; Hq. 352^ Prtot, Tr.Wg., Williams AFB, Ariz,, Preaching 
and baptizing for Hi-way and Mesa Baptist churches as they are pastor­
less.
Walters, B. H., 808th EAB, APO 970 c/o PM, San Francisco. One can cer­
tainly see results of work of our missionaries in this country, 
Lon. , Raymond, 372nd Engr, Avn, Bn., APO 731, c/o PM, Seattle, Wash., 
From Orlando, Florida, reactivating a base to Alaska in a settled out­
fit is a contrast more ways than one.
Brickey, Riley A., Hq. 33rd Air Div. Tinker AFB, Okla., Attended Ark. 
BSU retreat at Hot Springs, bringing closing address.
Davis, Nelson F. , 67th Ord. Bn.;, APO 301, San Francisco. With scattered 
units ovei’ 2,000 miles, has l|0/ of possibilities attending services.
Bridges, George C., 822nd Engr. Avn. Bn., APO 970, San Francisco.
Appreciates opportunity of working with and assisting Korean Baptists 
in Taegu area.
Saul, Lawrence E,, Hq. 39th Air DepOt Wg. 5 APO 9lj.2, c/o PM, Seattle, 
Wash,, Our Sunday night panel discussion on current issues are well 
attended.



Stagg, M.H., 113th AC&W Sq. APO 30, New York, Dedicated new chapel, 
a credit to our base.
Trapnell,R, N., 9th AAA Av.Bn,, Presidio of San Francisco, "This report 
closes first year in chaplaincy. Haven’t done as much as should like 
...but year has been fruitful....will serve as basis for future." 
This is an excellent envoice,
Sancler, N.B., VA Center, Biloxi, Miss., We conducted 3 day spiritual 
retreat". Services designed both for patients and staff. Local church­
es assisted.
Hart, Jesse H. , Hq. 21|.th Med. Bn., APO 21|., San Fraicisco, Assisted 
missionary Worth Grant in organizing a Baptist work at Sendai.
McKnight, Alvin L., ASU 9610 FAH, Denver 8, Colorado, Mrs. McKnight 
hospitalized'with broken ankle.
Noland, R.T., Naval ATT Center, Norman, Oklahoma, Work of reactivating 
center moving well.
Alexander, Robert G,, 60th AAA, AW Bn., APO 179, New York, Dr. Blake 
Smith, pastor University Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, assisted in 
preaching mission. One of the best I have been in. 29 professions .
Andrews, B.C., MSTS, Navy Dept., Washington 29, D.C., Seems like a 
promotion fo'r him, from MSTS Seattle to D.C.
Branyan, W. H., Jr., 3W1 ASU Trg. Center., Camp Stewart, Ga., Rev.
Thomas G. Blue, pastor Providence Baptist Church, Atlanta, led in 
preaching mission. 17 for baptism.
Bradley, Alford U. , lL|.lst Gen. Hosp., APO 1009, San Francisco, Our con- 
gregation has two missions for Japanese. One building is under way at 
cost cf Al,hOO.00.
Martin, Wm, E., 3700 AFIW Ch. Sec., Lockland AFB, San Antonio, Texas. 
Gasoline cut back during strike prevented our group attending SBC.
Holladay, Otis 0. , 911 AC&W Gr. APO 919, San Francisco. Baptized Lt con­
verts in Lake Misawa.
Parker, Joseph F., Hebron, 1st Marine Aircraft Wg., FPO, San Francisco. 
Marines have* orphanage for nationals supported by our contributions, 
entirely.
Carter, C. 0., 903 Airborne RCT, Ft. Benning, Ga., Reports 19 profes­
sions of faith during "longhorn" maneuvers.
Lanning, Murphy, Hq. 9th AF, APO 970, San Francisco. Just completed 
new chapel, attendance doubled.
Moorehead, Carl D., Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas., 61 professions 
of faith reported for March, In bed with mumps 28 days during April, 
Shaddox, T.N., 3279th AFIW, Parks AFB, Calif., conducted revival ser­
vices Baptist church, Hayward, California. 20 additions.
Sperring, D.H. , l[th Inf. Div. „ APO 39, New York. Baptist chaplains re­
treat June" 2-6 at Baptist Theological Seminary, Zurich, Switzerland.

ITEMS OF INTEREST:
U.S. Senate will prohibit flying United Nations flag in position equal 
or superior to U.S. flag.
Lake Wales, Florida, seeks to build wl00,000 amphi-theatre for annual 
presentation of Passion Play, a non-profit project.
Displaced persons from Europe number 339,000. President Truman calls 
for admitting 300,000 refugees within 3 years.
Seventh Day Adventists sent 221 new missionaries to foreign fields 1991.
143 of the se sent from U. S.
Army estimates enemy military casualties at 1,666,069 and United Nations, 
as 306,077 through April 16.
Dollar value in 1939 was 100 cents - March, 1992 it was 96.6.
Gloriotta Baptist Assembly, Gloriotta, Now Mexico, Pioneer-.Week,—Aug.___
7-13, for information write E. A, Herron, Mgr., Glorietta, N.M.
Summer Student Workers of Home Mission Board number 390 this year.
Baylor University launching 10 year development program, seeking 
^90,000,000 in endowment.
Golden Gate Seminary elects Dr. Harrold K. Graves, pastor Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, *as'~prcsident.
Southwestern Seminary offers comprehensive course for military chaplains 
Other seminaries will follow suit.

PROMOTIONS, CITATIONS, CHANGES OF ADDRESS .MID OTHER MTERIALS CONTINUED 
NEXT MONTH.

Alfred Carpenter, Director 
Chaplains Commission, S.E.C., 
161 . Spring St., N.W.
Atlanta 3, Ga.
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