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Chaplains Conferences
Glorieta
July31-Aug.6

Ridgecrest 
Aug. 14-20

CONFERENCE THEME:

COMMUNICATION 8/ OBJECTIl/E

Leader: Dr. Robert Hartsell, Professor 
of Communication, Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky.

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE PRESENT FOR THE 
FIRST SESSION OF .HOME MISSIONS WEEK 
BEGINNING ON SATURDAY EVENING.

COME TO THE COOL MOUNTAINS OF 
NEW MEXICO or NORTH CAROLINA?

Conferees should register as early as possible. The registration fee is 
$15 per prsn. Each chaplain is responsible for making his own housing 
arrangements with the conference center.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Chaplains Division will provide financial assistance for category A
and B endorsed chaplains attending the entire conference at the following 
rate: $50 per chaplain, $50 per chaplain's wife, $20 per dependent child 
with a maximum of two children, for a total of $140. The above amounts 
may be claimed by chaplains who register and who are present for the 
entire time of the conference. Reimbursement for the wife may be claimed 
if she registers for and attends the chaplains conference. Reimbursement 
for dependent children may be>wclaimed if they attend assembly activities. 
Checks will be issued pri^^^^e 'end /th^
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Clark Receives Plague
A beautiful plaque was presented to Chaplain William L. Clark 
during the annual SBC luncheon of the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary held in Norfolk, Virginia. The plaque 
has the following wording:

1976

THE ALUMNI FACULTY AWARD

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

WILLIAM L. CLARK

In recognition of distinguished 
Ministry in the military chaplaincy and 

in denominational leadership

Landrum 0. Le.ave.ZZ, II J. T e.hh.y Young

President Faculty Committee Chairman

Norfolk Arfa Chaplains Hosts
Southern Baptist chaplains of the Norfolk area planned and co­
ordinated a breakfast for all SBC chaplains, their wives and 
friends at the Free Mason Baptist Church in Norfolk, Thursday, 
June 17. Reports say this was the largest attendance of any 
chaplains meeting ever held in connection with the annual meet­
ing of the Convention.

Present at the meeting were Dr. Arthur Rutledge, Dr. Fred 
Moseley, Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Palmer. Dr. Rutledge, soon to 
retire as the top official of the Home Mission Board, spoke to 
the group on the meaning and importance of the chaplains 
ministry. Captain Billy J. McKee (CHC), USN, presided.

Thanks are due the Norfolk chaplains for this effective and 
satisfying get-together, with special recognition to John Craven, 
retired Navy chaplain,now serving as a denominational official 
with the Norfolk Baptist Association. Special thanks go to Ch. 
H. E. Keen for his help, and a special, special thanks to him 
for arranging for about 32 chaplains to have quarters during the 
convention at the Naval Air Station.
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ON THE DEATH OF MRS. GEORGE CUMMINS

Mrs. George W. Cummins died on April 13, 1976. Following funeral 
services in Atlanta the body was flown to Louisville for burial.

When George and Bess were told that her illness was terminal they 
prepared for the inevitable with Christian grace and courage. The 
resources of their faith were beautifully applied to their needs 
during the months that followed. One could see the power of 
Christ at work in their lives during these trying days.

Throughout his long and useful ministry George Cummins has pro­
claimed the adequacy of Christ for all of man’s needs. In this 
experience of suffering and sorrow both he and Bess demonstrated 
convincingly the triumph of personal faith in the living Lord.

Dr. Cummins wishes to express to all the chaplains his deep 
appreciation for your thoughts in his behalf. The many letters 
he has received from you hold great meaning for him and he is 
grateful for your remembrances.

CPE Goals Cited By Mc&e

When Chaplain L. L. McGee of the North Carolina Baptist Hospital was 
recently elected Chairman of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Association 
for Clinical Pastoral Education, he took the occasion to express his 
concept of clinical training. We believe it is worthy of being shared 
with all chaplains.

Chaplain McGee said, "Historically, it has been the responsibility of the 
church to provide for the education of ministers. This task from time to 
time required new structures, new methods, new and creative efforts to 
insure the proper preparation of the clergy, both in the historic faith 
and tradition, and in emerging areas of knowledge. CPE is one such 
movement within the church."

The new chairman also noted that such a training program seeks to bring 
theological students and pastors into supervised encounter with man in 
crisis, so that the pastoral care and counseling task of the ministry might 
be experienced and that scientific knowledge of human relationships can be 
correlated with theological insights for an effective and meaningful 
ministry.

McGee, as chairman, will seek to provide leadership for the region which 
has 27 training centers with accredited programs and certified chaplain 
supervisors who provide CPE as a part of theological education and con­
tinuing education for the ministry. 

1 *
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WHAT IS A CHAPLAIN?

The Director of the Missions Section, Home Mission Board, has 
asked for a definition of "Chaplaincy." How does the work of a chaplain 
differ from that of a missionary, a pastor, or a pastoral counselor?

Someone may answer, "The Chaplain is a missionary," and surely he 
is. Someone else may say, "The Chaplain is a pastor," and we know 
this is true. Others might reply, "The Chaplain is a counselor, a 
person who deals with people in crisis," and this is one of his 
important ministries. But, why the term chaplain? Does it have 
meaning, and can it be defined as a specific and unique ministry? 
While I have not yet defined it in writing, I do know some of the 
ministry that ought to be happening within the chaplaincy.

A chaplain provides spiritual ministry (pastoral ministry) to 
people away from home and church and he usually works in an ecumenical 
environment. It is his responsibility to see to it that everyone who 
comes within his area of concern has the privilege of hearing the word 
of God. People want to hear what God has to say to them today. The 
chaplain’s primary responsibility is not to wring out alcoholics, with­
draw addicts from drugs, assist a psychiatrist or psychologist, or 
provide crisis counseling. In providing spiritual ministry he may do 
all of these things, but unless his ministry holds up the importance 
of a right relationship between God and man through faith in Christ, 
his ministry is not chaplaincy. In the course of his ministry a chaplain 
may do many things for many people — things which are good, helpful and 
sincere which any other concerned person would do, but his called-of-God 
mission is to bring man to God and God to man.

The chaplain’s second responsibility is to help every person within 
his area of concern find an opportunity for fellowship with other 
Christians and to witness to others in the name of Christ. Christian 
community is an important part of being a Christian. I seriously doubt 
that one can offer spiritual (pastoral) ministry without encouraging 
spiritual community. This is sometimes difficult in an ecumenical 
environment where it is easy to lose one’s denominational identity and, 
therefore, lose his sense of Christian community. When this happens, 
the chaplain tends to become secular and free lance in his approach.

I realize that the word secular has at least two meanings. When 
I was in the military service I learned from my Catholic chaplain friends 
that the word secular, when applied to the priesthood, is a good and 
meaningful term. It indicates a priest who works outside the cloister 
among people. In this sense the chaplain’s ministry should become 
secular. Surely the chaplain should circulate among his people and 
demonstrate the love of God for people in his ministry and in his own 
personal life. However, another meaning of secular is: not spiritual, 
dealing with people in crisis on a purely physical and emotional basis 
without respect for the importance of one’s personal need for God and 
suggesting solutions within a rational frame of reference rather than 
within a spiritual frame of reference.
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One way we may keep our ministry spiritual and, therefore, pastoral, 
is to stay close to our denomination, get into the mainstream of Baptist 
life in the state where we work, cooperate with and join, when possible, 
a local Baptist church and participate in the professional and spiritual 
renewal programs offered by the Chaplains Commission. Chaplains have 
a lot to give to the denomination and the denomination has a lot to 
give to chaplains.

I believe that one of the greatest threats today to the chaplaincy 
is that, since it takes place on the periphery of the denomination, it 
can easily become secular (in the negative sense) and free lance. This 
possible disaster will not happen because of the people who employ 
chaplains. I have never met a Chief of Chaplains or a director of any 
agency that employs chaplains who wants a free lance, non-denominationally 
related chaplain. If the chaplain's ministry becomes secular and free 
lance it will be because he loses his sense of calling and his Christian 
perspective of ministry.

One of the chaplain's greatest responsibilities is to help keep the 
chaplaincy within the tradition of pastoral ministry by maintaining the 
pastoral concept of ministry in his own personal life and in his rela­
tionship with others as he ministers to them. To do this, he must 
experience the delight of being called of God, the delight of helping 
people find spiritual healing and the delight of being a part of Christian 
community. My prayer is that every chaplain will experience this delight 
and share it with those for whom he has pastoral responsibility.

If you can help define the term chaplain or chaplaincy, indicating 
in a few brief sentences its unique factors over against that of the 
pastor, the missionary, and the pastoral counselor, please drop me a 
line and share your thoughts with me.

Chaplain Clark

I WONDERED WHY SOMEBODY DIDN'T 
DO SOMETHING, THEN I REALIZED 
THAT I WAS SOMEBODY.

—Anonymous

IT IS WHEN WE ALL PLAY SAFE 
THAT WE CREATE A WORLD OF 
UTMOST INSECURITY.

—Dag Hammarskjold

A CANDLE LOSES NOTHING OF ITS 
LIGHT BY LIGHTING ANOTHER 
CANDLE. — James Keller

LIBERTY IS THE ONLY THING 
YOU CANNOT HAVE UNLESS YOU 
ARE WILLING TO GIVE IT TO 
OTHERS. —Wm.Allen White

I LOVE A FINISHED SPEAKER
YES INDEED I DO
I DON'T MEAN ONE WHO'S POLISHED
I JUST MEAN ONE WHO'S THROUGH.

—Anonymous

MOST OF THIS WORLD'S WORK 
IS DONE BY PEOPLE WHO ARE 
PRESSED FOR TIME, OR ARE 
TIRED,OR DON'T FEEL WELL.

—Douglas S. Freeman
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BAPTISM

Baptism in Southern Baptist life is a church ordinance; only a 
church can authorize baptism. Neither the Southern Baptist Convention 
not its agencies can authorize baptism. A Southern Baptist minister 
has no authority to baptize except by permission of a Southern Baptist 
church and then only into the membership of that church. This is also 
true of Southern Baptist chaplains. They can only baptize by permission 
of a Southern Baptist church and then only into the membership of that 
church.

This article is written because within the past several years, and 
more especially recently, some chaplains have baptized persons without 
regard to church membership and without permission of a Southern Baptist 
church. Some of these persons who were baptized had embarrassing 
experiences later when they tried to become members of Southern Baptist 
churches. More seriously, some of them who were baptized by military 
chaplains never joined a Southern Baptist church, but considered them­
selves military Protestants and members of the chapel.

In light of what is said above, and to prevent people from experi­
encing misunderstanding, hurt and embarrassment, Southern Baptist 
chaplains are requested not to perform the ordinance of baptism for 
anyone except by invitation or permission of a Southern Baptist church 
and then only into the membership of the inviting or authorizing church.

Chaplain Clark

Pastoral Ponderings
Amazing! He chose to shoulder 

my burden for a mile. Why? He 
took Jesus seriously when he said, 
"If a man in authority makes you 
go one mile, go with him two" 
(Matthew 5:41 NEB).

The second mile is the impor­
tant one. Necessity characterizes 
the first mile. Choice, the second. 
The first mile maintains life. The 
second mile enriches it.

Few things bring more joy than 
an unexpected kindness. A kind­
ness that shows someone cares by 
choice.

Life is enriched by the extras 
that say "I care for you," and "You 
care for me." The enrichment is 
shared by both the giver and the 
receiver. It emphasizes something 
in life that is happy and good.

Attitude controls the second mile. 
It takes effort and commitment. 
However, the effort expended is 
overshadowed by the resulting joy.

At times we take for granted that 
others know we care. Therefore, we 
do not take the time or make the 
effort to demonstrate that we do. 
That is only the first mile. The sec­
ond mile is when we take the time 
and make the effort.

How surprised the Roman soldier 
must have been when someone he 
forced to carry his pack one mile 
chose to carry it two. I remember 
how delighted I was the last time 
someone made a special effort to 
let me know he cared. Hopefully, 
this thought will challenge each of 
us to add the enrichment to life 
that comes when we choose to go 
beyond the necessary and do some­
thing special for someone else.

H. Dale Wright
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(J NFLAPPABLE UNSHOCK ABIE

In William Barclay's newest book, "A Spiritual Autobiography" he quotes a 
paragraph from G. A. ffrench-Beytagh's ENCOUNTERING DARKNESS as follows:

There is a very old definition of a priest as being a man who 
represents God to man and man to God. I think that this is 
true, but by 'represent' I really mean 'introduce'. Men need 
someone to show God to them and a priest should be able to do 
so from the authority of his own personal experience—not by 
standing behind the authority of the Church, and thinking 
that wearing a dog collar makes him an expert. A priest 
should himself have found Jesus as saviour—to put it in the 
most Protestant terms. And then he should present God to 
people by listening to them and accepting them as God listens 
and accepts. He should be unflappable and unshockable, and 
when he is trying to help people to find their way spiritually 
he should encourage them to find the way which means most to 
them personally, which they always know deep down in their 
own hearts, and then to follow it. When I try to help people 
in the Christian religion, I generally say to them, 'For the 
love of Mike, read this book, try things this way and then do 
come back and see me again because what I am saying may be 
entirely unsuitable for you. If what I have said doesn't 
help, then obviously I have been wrong; and there are dozens 
and dozens of other ways of praying, dozens and dozens of 
other ways of beginning to love God.'

IN ORDER TO READ THE FOLLOWING, PLEASE TURN THE PAGE SIDEWAYS.

THE BUDGET IS TIGHT...WE'RE TRYING TO HELP! ANYWAY, WHY NOT 

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR A CHANGE? THAT'S WHAT BOLD MISSION 

THRUST IS ALL ABOUT AND WE THOUGHT YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW ..............
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RaceTrack Chaplaincy &r.o\js

It was late in December, 1969 when Dr. George Cummins received, a letter 
fran Dr. Woodrow Fuller, Director of Missions in Florida, presenting 
"a very challenging opportunity." He described the need for a chap­
laincy type minister to personnel on the backstretch of the horseracing 
tracks in the Miami area.

A. D. Dawson, Director of Missions for the Gulf Stream Association, 
Fort Lauderdale, caught the vision and gave leadership to efforts that 
ultimately led to the organization of Race Track Chaplaincy of America, 
Incorporated. Dr. Ernest Campbell, pastor at that time of the First 
Baptist Church of Hileah, prov ided the enthusiasm and drive necessary 
to get legal requirements cared for. Contact was made with track 
managers and with representatives of the Horseman's Benevolent and 
Protective Association. They liked the idea and began contributing 
funds.

Today RTCA is moving ahead with remarkable success under the leadership 
of its executive director, Mr. Neal Owings. Officers of the Association 
are A. D. (Al) Dawson, President; "Salty" Roberts, Vice-President;
Don Whiteman, 2nd Vice-President; Bill Blue, Secretary; Ernest 
Campbell, Treasurer.

The following was received frcm Cliff Hoolsema, one of the "charter 
members" of RTCA and chaplain at Calder Race Course in Miami. His 
life depends on his access to a dialysis machine each week. In spite 
of a bout with hepatitis and blood clots sone time ago, Cliff con­
tinues his uniqe and fruitful ministry with enthusiasm. He writes:

"One interesting story you might enjoy was a "dialysis" 
wedding that I performed. The minister (me) is taking 
dialysis treatments; the best man is also on dialysis, 
and the bride got married a cotpie of weeks early so 
she could take her honeymoon before she gave a kidney 
to the best man, her brother."

Chaplaincy programs are now in operation in New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, California, Florida, Kentucky and 
Ohio.

Executive Director Neal Owings writes: "Results have been 
gratifying - problems have been minor - funding has been 
good to excellent - by and large the chaplains have been 
self-motivating."

We congratulate rTCA on their desire to become affiliated with 
other chaplaincy groups.
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Post Chaplains given Bibles
The ladies of the Woman's Missinary Union of the First Baptist 
Church of Saks, Alabama are giving Bibles to be used by the 
Chaplains of Fort McClellan. Their giving was inspired by a 
talk on the chaplaincy given by Chaplain Mike Moore, now 
stationed in Korea.

Chaplain Don E. Harper, assigned to the US Army Military Police 
School at Ft. McClellan reports that the Bibles and other relig­
ious reading material was donated to the post through Chaplain 
(Col) Benjamin E. Smith, Center chaplain.

This is the first of many donations from the ladies. Mrs. Ella 
Streip, spokesperson for the group, said that as they raise more 
money more bibles and new testaments will be bought and given to 
the post chaplains.

CHAPLAINS RECEIVE DOCTOR OF MINISTRY DEGREE

Word has come from the Board of Directors and Faculty 
of McCormick Theological Seminary of Chicago in 
cooperation with the United States Navy Chaplain Corps 
that the Doctor of Ministry Degree has been awarded to 
the following Southern Baptist Chaplains:

John H. Craven (retired) 
H. Lawrence Martin 
Jay Dean Peterson 
Thomas J.Z.T. DuBose

We congratulate these man, along with a number of 
others among Southern Baptist chaplains who have re­
ceived the D. Min. degree in the past several months.

THE PASTOR-CHAPLAIN TEAM

An excellent folder has been prepared by Chaplain Richard 
C. Pohl, Department of Pastoral Care, Baptist Medical Center 
of Oklahoma emphasizing the relationship of the pastor and 
the chaplain. He says, "Spiritually, the community served 
will be more healthy, as the ministry of the pastor and the 
hospital chaplain continues to complement the other and as 
these two ministers with different specialities function 
in harmony."
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CHAPLAINS ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN WORLD MISSIONS CONFERENCES

With this issue of the Newsletter we are sending you a listing of the World 
Missions Conferences for 1976-77. Many of you have already accepted assign­
ments frcm the Hane Mission Board and your presentations ha^e been apprecia­
ted. Please check the enclosed list carefully. If you find places where 
you would like to serve, simply indicate it on the form provided and send 
it to the address given. Final assignments will be sent to you when they 
have been conpleted.

Your expenses in connection with the Conferences will be cared for by the 
association. Often a modest honorarium is provided.

THE CHURCH PROGRAM TRAINING CENTER

Thti eenteA m oAgantzed ^oa the. puApoie devetoptng an tn^oAmed, up-to- 
date ChAtittan teadeA and hetptng teadeAihtp itay ahead o^ the dynamic ehang ei 
taktng ptaee tn the tneAeaitngty eomptex ^tetd ofc Aettgton.

The pAogaam ti deitgned to hetp Aettgtoui teadeu deat moAe efcfcectivety wtth 
the cAuetat pAobtem tn thetA ehuAehei, homei and communtttei.

Foa tnfcoAmatton and a eatatog ttittng eouAiei ofcfceAed and datei avattabte 
you may WAtte tot

The ChuAch PAogAam TAatntng CenteA
Bapttit Sunday Sehoot BoaAd
7 27 Ntnth Avenue, NoAth
Naihvttte, Tenneuee 37234

STUDENT SUMMER MISSIONARIES 
FOR 1977

Frequently these are available for 
activities associated with chaplain 
ministries. They are sponsored by 
the Hane Mission Board. Your re­
quest for a worker should be receiv­
ed by the HMB, Missions Division, no 
later than August, 1976. Write to: 
(1) Your State Director of Missions 
(2) A copy to Emery Smith, HMB

1350 Spring St., N. W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30309

ATTENTION! CPE TRAINING CENTERS 
AND CPE SUPERVISORS....

Please make available to us the 
names & resumes of chaplains now 
enrolled or those who have con- 
pleted their training who are in­
terested in serving as chaplains 
in business and/or industry.

Write to: Lowell F. Sodeman, 
Chaplains Division, HMB, 
1350 Spring Street, N. W.
Atlanta, Ga. 30309
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VOLUNTEER CHAPLAINCY PROGRAMS

In Law Enforcement

Recently several states have organized volunteer chaplaincy programs 
for state law enforcement agencies. Alabama has enlisted fifteen 
volunteer chaplains and will enlist eleven more who will represent 
each of the twenty-six districts and provide statewide coverage. 
Indiana has appointed two full-time chaplains for its State Police 
Service. These chaplains select/ train and coordinate volunteer 
chaplains in the twenty districts throughout the state.

Other states already have similar volunteer programs and others are 
expressing interest in developing such a ministry.

In Business and Industry

The Southwire Company, with headquarters in Carrollton, Georgia, is 
moving toward a volunteer type of chaplaincy program in all their 
plants, using ordained ministers who are employees of the company. 
The Chaplains Division is providing workshops for these volunteers 
prior to their beginning of their ministry as chaplains. In many 
cases a volunteer chaplaincy program opens the door for future pro­
grams where the chaplain is fully supported by the business or 
industry itself.

CORRECTIONAL CHAPLAINS MEET IN DENVER

The annual meeting of the American Protestant Correctional Chaplains 
Association will meet in Denver, Colorado, August 22-26, 1976. The 
program will include topics like: "Religious Freedom in Institutions" 
"Public Mandate and Expectancy", "Faith and Values as a Key to Whole­
ness", and "Recognizing and Developing Spiritual Resources in the 
Change Process". Charles Colson will be the All Congress Prayer 
Breakfast speaker. For additional information write: Alfred C. Hart, 
Program Chairman, APCCA, 1350 Spring St., N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 30309.
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A DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT

(Dr. Foy Valentine, Executive Secretary of the Christian Life Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, expresses his convictions based on fifteen 
years in this position.)

Maj. Gen. Dean was facing what he supposed was certain death from his communist 
captors during captivity in Korea. He was told that he had a few minutes to 
write his family a farewell message. Writing eight or nine lines, he directed 
one to his only son, "Tell Bill the word is integrity."

And so it is. The word is not success; not popularity; not pleasure; not 
happiness, not security; not sex (the total woman notwithstanding). THE WORD 
IS INTEGRITY.

Family life is on the rocks. Racism is unresolved. Citizenship is charac­
terized by corruption and cowardice. Economics is a ship on the shoals.

And as Christians today we live and move and have our being in an open Pandora’s 
box of sex and evil, of hunger, injustice, joblessness, pollution, pornography, 
inflation, violence, four-letter filth, materialism, greed, sexual exploitation, 
gross moral irresponsibility in television programing, war, and wickedness in 
high places.

There is a pervasive feeling that nothing matters and that nothing works - that 
nobody listens and that nobody cares.

Southern Baptists, like the rest of the church, bear our witness with our feet 
in the mud of this culture...The Christian Life Commission exists to help 
further Southern Baptists’ deep conviction that THE CHRISTIAN WAY IS THE WAY 
OF INCARNATION, THE WAY OF INVOLVEMENT, THE WAY OF ENGAGEMENT, THE WAY OF MORAL 
INTEGRITY.

We come now to declare our commitment to the moral integrity which the Bible 
calls righteousness.

WE AFFIRM OUR CONVICTION CONCERNING THE CENTRALITY OF CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
LIFE TO THE WELL-BEING OF THE CHURCHES AND THE NATION..........

WE AFFIRM THAT THE CHRISTIAN WAY IN RACE RELATIONS IS NOT JUST MANKIND’S 
ONLY HOPE FOR BREAKING DOWN THE DIVIDING WALL OF HOSTILITY BETWEEN STILL 
ALIENATED RACES.

WE AFFIRM THAT CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP WITH THE RESPONSIBLE USE OF POLITICAL 
POWER IS NOT OPTIONAL FOR BELIEVERS BUT REQUIRED.

WE AFFIRM THAT THE GOSPEL IS TRULY GOOD NEWS IN THE WORLD OF ECONOMICS 
AND DAILY WORK WHERE MOST OF OUR LIVES ARE NECESSARILY LIVED OUT IN THIS 
KIND OF WORLD.

WE AFFIRM THAT MORALITY FOR CHRISTIANS IS NOT A BRIGHT, ELUSIVE BUTTER­
FLY BUT THAT IT IS RATHER THE AUTHENTICATION OF OUR CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
AND THE GROUND OF ALL EFFECTIVE WITNESS TO THE WORLD.
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ON THE DEDICATION OF A HOSPITAL CHAPEL

(The following was shared by Chaplain Vernon E. Wall, Eastern 
North Carolina Sanatorium.)

Dedication of the Chapel 
Eastern North Carolina Hospital

This is a hospital with a chapel inside. We are bodies to be nourished, 
cared for and healed. Inside our bodies there is a spirit or soul to be 
nourished, cared for and healed. This chapel is a place, a location. It is 
more.

It is a sign. It is a sign of God’s presence. In the Old Testament the 
Ark of the Covenant was a sign of the presence of God. It was a box two and 
one-half cubit long, one and one-half cubit wide and deep. It was overlaid 
on the outside and the inside with pure gold. In the box were the tablets of 
stone that contained the law and some manna that fell in the wilderness. When 
the people moved, the box went before them and when they encamped at night the 
box was placed in their midst. It was a sign of God’s presence with God’s 
people.

The church or chapel is a sign of God’s presence. We need signs. A 
smile is a sign of friendliness. The wave of the hand is a sign of kindness. 
A word is a sign of an idea or thought. When we travel we need signs to tell 
us where we are and where our destination is. The chapel is a sign. It is a 
sign of God’s presence.

This chapel is a place. You gather here to give expressions of the deepest 
desires in you. You come here to worship God. You come here to engage in 
corporate prayer claiming the promise of Christ of "where two or three are 
gathered in my name there I am in the midst of them." Here you will be 
reminded of great things, the cross, the open Bible, the lighted candles. 
Here you are reminded of God’s love and mercy and forgiveness and of His 
renewal of life. Here you are nourished by His word and the caring fellowship 
of people.

This chapel is a sign and it is a special place. Many people come here 
from various places and when they come here they find that this is a hospital 
with a chapel inside. We are bodies to be cared for and nourished and healed. 
Inside our bodies is a spirit or soul to be cared for, nourished and healed. 
This is a hospital with a chapel insideo

William R. Bussey, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Wilson, North Carolina

December, 1969



John Gano

Baptist Served as Chaplain to Washington

Pg. 14

In 1776, the noted pastor of First Baptist 
Church of New York City resigned to enter the 
American Revolution as one of the first chaplains 
to serve in America.

John Gano, a former itinerant (home) mission­
ary to the South, left the New York church to 
serve for eight years as a chaplain in the Conti­
nental Army.

Gano s courage under fire was said to have 
inspired the bravest soldiers of the American 
Revolution, including Commander-in-Chief 
George Washington.

Chaplain Gano served under General 
Washington for some time during the Revolution. 
There is evidence that General Washington and 
the Baptist minister were good friends.

General Washington once remarked that the 
Baptist chaplains were the most useful in the 
army. There have been published reports that 
General Washington was baptized by Gano, but 
this has been described as a ‘‘legend’' by other 
historians.

Chaplain Gano was with General Washington 
near Newburg on the Hudson when the 
Commander-in-Chief announced the peace terms 
to his troops on April 19, 1783. There was a joy­
ous peace celebration, during which General 
Washington called on Gano to lead in a prayer of 
thanksgiving.

During the battle of war, Chaplain Gano 
seemed to be without fear, according to a report 
prepared by the Southern Baptist Historical 
Commission.

“Yet he was modest, gentle in his ministry to 
the soldiers, and almost apologetic for his brav­
ery,” the report said.

During the battle of Chattertons Hill, Gano’s 
courage was described as ‘outstanding.” Serv­
ing with General George Clinton’s New York

brigade, the chaplain’s place was in the rear, 
but he soon was in the thick of the fighting. The 
brigade was in panic and some of the men were 
throwing down their arms and running.

“I somehow got to the front of the regiment, 
but dared not quit my post for fear of dampen­
ing the spirit of the soldiers or being accused of 
cowardice,” Gano later wrote.

After the war ended, Gano returned in 1784 
as pastor of the New York church. He first be­
came pastor there in 1762.

As early as 1752, he had made a missionary 
tour as an itinerant preacher to the Opekon 
Creek Baptist Church in Virginia, and in 1754 
made another missionary tour to Charleston, S.C. 
He was a missionary in the Yadkin River area of 
North Carolina sponsored by the Charleston 
Baptist Association in 1756.

Gano is probably the most famous of all the 
Baptist ministers who served as chaplains dur­
ing the American Revolution. The chaplains 
corps was created by the Continental Congress 
on July 29, 1775. At first, most of the chaplains 
were voluntary preachers, but by the end of the 
Revolution, an excellent corps of brigade chap­
lains had been developed.

Early in 1775, the Baptists of Virginia sent a 
petition to government leaders asking for per­
mission for Baptist ministers to preach to the 
soldiers. They specifiqally asked that Elijah 
Craig, Lewis Craig, Jeremiah Walker, and John 
Williams be allowed “to preach to the troops at 
convenient times without molestation or abuse.”

The petition pointed out that Baptists have a 
“strong attachment to American liberty” and that 
they considered the revolution was justified be­
cause of Great Britain’s “unjust invasion, tyranni­
cal oppression and repeated hostilities against 
America.”

A few years ago, Dr. George Cummins, then the director of the Chaplains 
Commission, asked the chaplains to underwrite the cost of having Erwin M. 
Hearne, Jr. depict one of the great moments in Baptist history in portray­
ing Chaplain John Gano as he led in a prayer of thanksgiving on April 19, 
1783, when George Washington announced the peace terms to his troops near 
Newbergh on the Hudson River. This painting now hangs in the Heritage Room 
of the Home Mission Board.

On June 9, 1976, Dr. Cummins, accompanied by Chaplain Clark, presented a 
full size framed color print of John Gano to The Freedoms Foundation, 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. This painting will hang in the gallery at 
Valley Forge as a perpetual reminder of the dedication to God and country 
of chaplains from the early days of American history.
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