
r Home



How do you nourish your mind?

By who. atandarda do you choore you, roading th..e day., „h.n n.v.^.aaing p„.«. boar 

ou. m. biblical obaorvation thai "o. making many

th. boauty, th. value , th. atrength. th. n««lty ol tn.. Chelation Ut.ratur.? Would you .«■ 

p.ct ]mui to read all th. thing, you read?

TH€ B€TT€R HOM€

UJho UJould Hot Love the Springtime?
Alice 

Crowell 
Hoffman

Who would not love the spring­
time 

*
With flowers in its-hair;

The gleam of it,

The dream of it,

That sparkles everywhere?

Who would not love the springtime 
4

With music in its heart,

The melodies

And symphonies,

Who would not love the springtime

With laughter on its lips,

Its miles and miles

Of dimpled smiles,

That with its coming' start? As summerward it trips?



CALLING ATTENTION TO . . .
Family Altar Memories

What are your memories of the 
r daily family devotions in your own 

childhood home? What contribution 
are you making to such memories 
for the children in your present 
home? Here is a responsibility that, 
many may have refused to accept 
or may have neglected without 
thought. Having it called to our 
attention-should be enough to start 
us thinking; and the thinking 
should lead us to establishment of 
daily worship in whatever we call 
home—whether, the home consists 
of one, two. or many individuals. 
That worship need not be elaborate, 
need not take a great deal of time 
or research, but with The Better 
Home comments and suggested 
prayerthought. the service may be 

| ’ simple^brief, yet entirely pleasing 
to our Master. Besides helping the 
whole family with the Uniform Les­
son for the next Sunday, the de­
votional period exerts a sweetening 
power in the course of the day and 
of the life.

Miss Lillie E. Case tells us of some 
of her memories of family prayer 
and religious training in her child­
hood home. We welcome other ac­
counts of similar experiences for 

mutual help and inspiration. 
Case has written:

"l read Col. York s article in The 
■F "Better Home with great interest. If 

only one family shall determine to 
have at least a short family prayer 
at the bedtime hour because of the 
memories of my childhood, I shall 
be amply repaid for writing them;-

Pages or Poesy
Suc(h excellent poems on greatly 

* varied subjects come our way! 
Thinking our readers will enjoy and 
appreciate them as much as we do. 
many of them find their way into 
The Better Home files. Four entire 
pages are devoted to them in this 
issue, on as many different general 
subjects. You will note that page 
6 carries seasonal songs, as artistic 
in word pictures as you could ask. 
as glowing and colorful as language 
could express.

Page 7 is filled with encouraging, 
strengthening, inspiring messages 

' -that bolster us when downheart­
ed. energize us when weary, inspirit 
us when lacking fin vision. *

The thoughts of parents and 
, loved ones for the children occupy 

page 11. How precious they are and

how many appropriate and poetic 
rhymes about them are written!

Thinking of those whose lives 
have known full' years and many 
experiences we present the three 
poems on page 16 Beautiful tributes 
they are. linking us with beloved 
characters in our own contacts to 
whom we will bear silent tribute at 
least as we read.

Contentment
Perhaps "Incentive” will give us 

a picture of real contentment, 
shame us if we have failed to ap­
preciate our home treasures, and 
give us a new zest for living.

Neighborliness
The spirit of friendly, thoughtful 

neighborliness should pervade every 
home. Indeed, how could a home 
be a better home, a true Baptist 
home, without sincere concern and 
wholesome interest in its neigh­
bors? So here and there through 
these pages you will find items on 
the subject which we hope may 
prove interesting and suggestive.

Another Joy Book
The Joy Book idea is original with 

this writer, we understand, who has 
written several out of her own ex­
periences. We hope you will like 
this one-full of suggestive material 
for singing joy to occupy our hearts 
at all times, even though the pres­
ent situation may seem quite de­
spairing and distressing. A happy 
and trusting heart, plus encourag­
ing industry, and a hopeful outlook 
will win the day every time. "My 
Joy Book Among Strangers" is well 
worth the time of reading.

The Writer or Our Expositions
Dr. E. c. Routh, the expository 

writer for this quarter, has been 
editor of our Oklahoma Baptist pa­
per. The Bapttat Messenger, since 
1927. He has served widely and ac­
ceptably in this capacity, and is 
recognized for his careful work and 
loyal devotion to the causes of 
God's kingdom everywhere. Before 
beginning his Oklahoma state du­
ties Dr. Routh was editor of the 
Baptist Standard, state Baptist pa­
per of Texas, for fourteen years. 
Previous to that time he had served 
in Texas in various editorial ca­
pacities as well as ministering to 
several churches as pastor and as 
evangelist. We are sure you will 
agree that we are fortunate in hav­

ing our devotional comments fa 
this quarter prepared by him fa 
has .been eager to be used of th, 
Holy Spirit in this writing, with th, 
same Spirit being sought by our 
readers tn' securing the greater 
possible blessing from reading 
them, we are confident these devo 
tional studies will bring maxima 
benefit and contribution to king- 
dom advancement.

Dr. Routh has also prepared the 
manuscript for next quarter’s daih 
Bible reading comments—writing 
the complete series of lessons for a 
period of six months.

Our Bible Lessons
With April we begin a six-monthi 

course of weekly lesson studies tn 
the Acts, the Epistles, and the Rew- 
lotion, under the general topic, 
"Christianity Reaches Out.” 0/ 
course, at least once in every flw 
six-, or seven-year cycle of lessgm 
the life of Paul as well as many fa­
miliar incidents in the Acts has 
been listed in our lesson courser 
But in this present series many I 
passages will be under special con­
sideration which have either been 
listed heretofore only in the larger 
lesson material, or, as is the case 
several times, have never before 
been assigned for study in the Im­
proved Uniform Lessons course. For 
instance, we are to have seven les- , 
sons from the Epistles alone, be- 1 
sides four from the Revelation Let : 
us begin this new course with the ' 
determination to obtain the most 
from it by real study and attention. : 
knowing that we will reap the fin- j 
esi, surest assistance for real every- j 
day living, and a knowledge of true ’ 
Christian ideals as laid down for 
our pattern in God's Word
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Family Prayer and
LILLIE I

My father was a faithful Christian, cheerful 
and pq>ient through many years of suffering. 
Although unable to attend church, he estab­
lished and maintained a family altar in his 
home, and his children have the most blessed 
recollection of it. /

A few nights before his death I was sitting 
up with him. It was about three o’clock when 
he said "Lillie, have we had prayer tonight? If 
not, let’s have it now." I at once knelt down and 
was about to begin the prayer when he began 
ir/a steady voice to pray. He prayed for us all 
and. with no reference to death, offered one of 
the most earnest and uplifting prayers I have 
ever heard. He then asked me to call my brother. 
When he came, we talked of many things, but 
not of death. My mother joined us. In about an 
hour, while we still sat there, he fell into a deep 
sleep 'from which he never awoke. We then 
knew that he felt the end was near and wanted 
his family with him. My father said the day 
his son was converted was the happiest he had 
known for many years, and I know that Mother 
felt the same way. They had been,more deeply 
concerned about this in rearing their children 
than about any other one thing.

Often at burials I had wondered how I could 
ever stand to see one of my own laid away. That 
day as I stood by the open grave I looked up 
at the blue sky and great joy came into my 
heart as I said in my heart, “He is not here but 
yonder." My brother's face was radiant as they 
sang, “How Firm a Foundation." and he said 
afterwards he felt he could have joined in the 
singing.

In our early childhood we had lived far from a 
church and Sunday school, but my mother told 
us Bible stories, taught us to love the Saviour 
and to read the Bible, and to sing^Lhe sweet old 
hymns and to pray. Owing to my father’s fail­
ing health, she had many cares and burdens 
but she was bright and cheerful, and found time 
to be neighborly and kindly and ever thoughtful 
of those in distress. Instead of complaining or 
murmuring, she taught us to count our blessings 
and to give thanks to our Heavenly Father for 
his marvelous love and care of us. She believed

Religious Training
in My. Clulcihood

I CASE (

that all things'work together for good to those 
who love and trust the Lord.

We would often find her kneeling in secret 
prayer, and when she came back to us she would 
usually be singing in a sweet low voice one of her 
best loved hymns. My sister recalls, “How Sweet 
the Name of Jesus Sounds" and "What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus" as sung most often, while I 
was deeply impressed by snatches of others: “O 
how Happy are they who their Saviour obey, and 
whose treasures are laid up above." I wondered 
how my mother could be so happy amid life's 
cares and trials,, but she sang right out of her 
heart, and I knew that her cheerfulness was 
real. "Though sundered far by faith they meet 
around one common mercy seat" gave me the 
sweetest comfort when any of us were away from 

' home. When she would sing to my baby sister, 
"Hush, my babe, lie still and slumber, holy an­
gels guard thy bed: Heavenly blessings without 
number rest upon thy precious head,” a great 
peace and feeling of security would come upon 
us all. I was next older, and it had a most last­
ing effect upon me. Heaven seemed so very near 
and the Saviour’s presence almost felt, as she 
would continue, "Jesus Christ our Lord and Sav­
iour, onc£ became a child like thee.”

Sixteen years after my father’s death and 
after an illness of some months, she told us that 
she was soon going to be with the Saviour and 
our father, and only felt sad about leaving her 
children and grandchildren. My father had 
told his pastor in my presence that the only 
thing that troubled him about, death was sep­
aration from his family. There seemed to be not 
a cloud in the sky of either one as they passed to 
the heavenly home.

When we laid her beside our father, heaven 
seemed to come down again and touch the earth, 
and instead of a crushing sorrow, there came a 
calm peace and a radiant hope of family re­
union in the heavenly home.

While for many years our parents did not 
have the privilege of joining in public worship 
and in the activities of the church, which they so 
loved, we feel that their work in their home was 
most effective and enduring.

Page Two
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FULFILMENT
DOROTHY DE VILLENEUVE

My arms have never known 
The warmth of my own child, 
Nor held it close. Perchance 
When mothers' names were filed 
In God's accounts, mine fell 
To earth and lost,its place 
Midst the teeming millions 
Of God's human race.

Then again this may be
The way that God's plan reads.
Perhaps he saw in me
More love than one’’ child needs.
I will not hoard this wealth—
I’ll spend it every day
On any little ones
Who chance to pass my way.

The New Family
LALIA MITCHELL THORNTON

"Mr. Hopkins should never have sold a house 
to that Biggs family.” Jane Smith shook her 
head until all her curls were dancing. “Mother 

Isays we ought all of us to sign a protest and
' send It to him."

“But he built the houses to sell, and Mr. 
Biggs had the money. I heard Father say he 
makes more In his secondhand store than the 
average lawyer."

"Why, Belle Hobson," a tall, frowning girl in­
terrupted. "I do believe you’re taking up for 
them. The boy smokes and swears, and the 
two girls aren’t even clean."

1 "Blit there are a dozen of us.” Belle insisted. 
"We'll be going to school on the bus every morn­
ing and to Sunday school. Miss Hill says the girl 
is a grade ahead in her studies and she only 
put her in the fourth because that was her age 
group and it's so nearly time for vacation."
- "And the boy is just what the baseball team 
needs.” Jane suddenly came to the aid of the 
defense. "Coach is going to let him pitch, and 
that means, of course, that he will have to stop 
smoking. No boy who smokes cigarettes can 
play baseball.”

The tall girl was not convinced. “My mother 
says that we n^lght as well move away You 
can't put even a few drops of ink in a bowl of 

, water and have clear water again. Mother says 
we'll be acting like the Biggs family. In the bus

yesterday they saw something you are not sup 
posed to see and nudged each other, and one « 
our boys grinned. I saw him."

Someone must have reported the conversation 
to their Sunday schooi department superintend­
ent for at the next meeting she asked the chil­
dren who lived In Rosedale suburb to stay and 
talk to her a few minutes after the rest had left

It wasn't easy at first to make them see that 
the Biggs family were really nice children, but 
they had grown up in a rough, careless neigh- 
borhood. She even asked the boys and girk 
of Rosedale to shut their eyes to some things 
and by their good example and friendliness make 
it possible for the newcomers to fit themselves 
into the life of the suburb.

"But my mother says—" the tall girl began 
■something about ink." The superintendent 

interrupted her, "I'm glad she said that. Come 
with me."

The boys and girls followed her over to the 
water tap, watched her as she drew a large cup 
of water and then dropped a few drops of ink 
in it from her fountain pen. The water showed 
first a dark spot, then streaks, then the whole 
cup was clouded. The tall girl nodded her head 
Then the leader held the cup under the tap. 
Clean pure water ran into it. and very soon all 
the ink had disappeared and the water was as 
clean and pure as at first.

"You see," she said, “all the black things that 
we dislike will disappear if we put in clear, pure 
ones. There are enough of you to change the 
three Biggs children into nice little girls and 
a fine manly boy. You can’t do it by acting as 
though you thought you were better than they 
are, but you can by being just yourselves and 
trusting them to see the difference.”

"I’ll ask the girl to come to Sunday school with 
us ’ the tall girl offered, "but if she hasn't a 
handkerchief, and she never seems to have, 
can I just say, ‘Do take my handkerchief, I have 
two'?"

The superintendent laughed. “I think you can 
say anything to her that you would say to any 
other girl, but remember: no preaching. We 
must depend upon the good example you set and 
your real friendliness.”
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Your Home?
What cJuldAen 'letnetnb&i w-ken they a^e

It takes so much of our time and energy to 
keep hoMse that we sometimes forget our higher 
duty is to build a home. Yet not al) the pieces 
of furniture and linen we spend hours caring for 
mean half as much to our children as the mem­
ory of happiness we can give therp. Oh, it is nec­
essary for us to maintain certain standards, 
there is no argument about that. But in doing 
so we must not forget more vital things. Do we 
watch our boys’ and girls’ table manners so 
painstakingly that we neglect their conversa­
tion? At mealtime, interest and pleasantness 
are every bit as important as the food. Do we 
spoil our children’s joy in guests by overzealous 
warnings about behavior? Do we discourage in­
formal parties for the young people?

The most charming and homelike place I know 
has wpm floors and shabby chairs. Its curtains 
are of plain material, cut straight for easy laun­
dering and kept pushed well back from the glass. 
There is usually a young face peering out from 
one window or another and young voices laugh­
ing or singing somewhere inside. The tables are 
piled with books. The fireplace glows every 
evening with wood the boys have cut, and 
around it gather young and old to read and 
talK and enjoy each other. In that house a party 
is the work of a few minutes. Someone says, “It’s 
a cold night. Let’s make taffy! ” and off one boy 
hurries to telephone some 
young neighbors, while his 
sister lights the stove and 
gets down the pans and 
platters and sugar. Or a 
whole family of friends 
drop in, and the battered 
corn popper is shaken over 
the coals, and the oldest 
girl plays the piano for 
Grandfather to fiddle.

DEBT
ELS YE TASH SATER

Debt is a tiny, tempting word.
With meaning that's tremendous: 
Depletes your purse.
And what is worse—

penalties are endless!

Perhaps they tell stories, or take turns reading 
aloud their favorite poems. But there is always 
the feeling of welcome and of something exciting 
and interesting about to happen.

The mother has gathered a folder of clippings 
about parlor games, and many’s the gay evening 
that household spend together around the din-
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ing room table. They all play some instrument, 
too, and have family orchestra sessions. On 
winter nights there is a chess tournament going 
on, with good-natured raillery about the cham­
pionship. Father brings home his business 
friends, and the children gain a wide-awake in­
terest in politics, economics, travel, and the 
worth-while topics of the day. Everyone is 
courteous to everyone else’s friends. There is 
never embarrassment nor uncertainty about 
bringing a new child home from school or asking 
someone who has happened in to stay to dinner. 
Each child has his chores—and does them. But 
no one minds if he is in the midst of some work 
when a caller comes. In fact, callers often help. 
Busy hands are a great aid to conversation.

Though there is no hired help, no one seems to 
be overworked because of all the hospitality. I 
cannot think of once when the Stuarts could be 
said to “entertain.” In that house, ‘•bests’’ are 
used almost every day and ‘are simple, lovely, 
shining things—wearable, all of them. Company 
to a meal means only an extra'plate and napkin 
and a hearty word of greeting, dften they gath­
er up the sandwiches and fruit to picnic in the 
back yard or hike down to the creekside. Or may­
be they serve steaming soup in the breakfast
nook, 
ed by

But somehow, just being there, surround­
friendliness, and sitting talking later by

come to mind,

candle or firelight is an ex­
perience to remember.

When we think of the 
different homes we know, 
what do we recall? The 
brick or wood or stone of 
which they are built? The 
carpet and sofas in them? 
What the people who lived 
there wore? We never do. 
It is the intangibles that 

always. Is a home a place of 
happy hearts or dullness? Of beauty or frustra­
tion? The folk that, live in it make it what it 
is. And a mother has the largest responsibility, 
of course. Let us put spiritual values first when 
we measure and order our days! Let us make 
homes in the finest sense of the word!
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LADY APRIL
BUENA SOWELL

April is a lovely lady,
Blue and gold and amethyst;
Wears a gown of pSeach blown satin. 
Queen Anne’s Lace at throat and wris*: 
Dancing feet in emerald slippers. 
Dewdrops in her pansy eyes. 
Looking out upon the- morning 
In a maze of glad surprise;
Spangles on her dainty lingers. 
Bluebells on her silken hair. 
Oh, when April comes to visit 
I forget my every care.

OLD IRISH LACE
STELLA LAVINA OLSON

The treetops are old Irish lace 
Against the rain clouds' gray, 

With meshes formed by half-grown leaves 
These days of early May.

Begrudgingly I'll watch them turn 
From adolescent grace

To green of full maturity;
I love old Irish lace!

SPRING PASTEL
ELLA WATERBURY GARDNER

The sky is chalked in cobalt blue 
That sunshine rays are slanting through. 
Inside the ordhard, tinted green, 
We see pink apple blossom sheen.
A butterfly is lurching near;
The redbird whistles, shrilly clear.
The cattle grazing on this sight
Are sharply sketched in black and white.

A po&Stries in vain to say 
How God puts pastels on display.

DESIGN
MARION E. THORPE DILLER

A wasp
Crossing a new
Hazel-nut leaf is as
Purposeful as a plane roaring 
Through fog.

SPRING
HOPE TURNER

Spring brings so many lovely things— 
The gardens' marvelous blossomings, 
The new-leafed willows bright array 
That gleams so like a fountain's spray; 
The scarlet buds of stately trees, 
Hie plum tree's breath upon the breeze, 
The far-off, sundrenched, green-clad hills, 
The songs of clear, swift-footed rills. 
The wonder of the earth in spring .
Should bring frail faith to blossoming. /

I

GOD'S AUTOGRAPH
ETTA MAI SCOTT

I saw God write his autograph 
Upon a moving stream
While I, a lump of human clay, 
Sat idly by to dream.

I saw God write his autograph 
Across a stormy sky;
The pen he used was dipped in fire, 
I did not question why.

I saw God write his autograph 
Upon a dew-kissed lawn. 
Surrounded with tall, stately trees 
Aquiver with the dawn.

But where 1 saw his magic hand 
The plainest, on my part, ’ , 
Was when he autographed his name 
With love across my heart.

Th* Better Home

COURAGEOUS ROAD RUNNER
CLARE JOHNSTON PIERCE

The road runner can whip a rattler:
When fighting lust and sinful word
You needs must be as brave a battler. 
Untiring as this plucky bird.

RESURRECTION
LAURA ALICE BOYD

"There is no life but this," he said,
"How could I think that this my body dead

And laid away in earth's dark, bosom 
Could blossom forth in fairer guise

And find a home in some bright paradise?”

He shook his head, and turned about
And went into a flower shop

And bought a lily blooming in a pot.

DUSK
ETHEL BARNETT DE VITO

Ah, had I known that all I struggled for 
Would be here in your hands held o^t to me, 

1 could have stopped to look at sunsets, or 
. To help the ones I had not time to see.
Ah. had I had the sight to trust in thee, 

These paltry wants that kept my heart so sore
Could not have filled my days so utterly . 

As to efface all things beyond my door.

Heedless went I of all that was not I, 
Too steeped in self to pity, love, or give;

Net caring that my roof shut out the sky, 
My life was gone, before I learned to live.

Hew clearly now thy message; "Trust in Me," 
Shines from the stars I had no time to see.
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UNDERSTANDING
MARJORIE McMAHAN

I never thought of heaven much before 
Until you went away—

Except as soipe far place of shining streets 
And everlasting day.

I knew they said the gates are made of pearl, 
That streams of crystal flow,

And that no storms can beat upon their shore, 
Or tempests ever blow.

I thought of glory as a distant land 
With skies forever fair.

But heaven seems much nearer to me now, 
Since one I love is there.

LAUNDRY . .
OLIVE ZIPPERER

Walking home through the city's cool and wooded park 
Today,
Away!
I washed the grime that had made a fresh day dark.

WHICH ARE YOU?
NORITA WILSON

Together they traveled the pathway of life
From the mom till the setting of sun.
Yet the one was so joyous, the other downcast 
When the journey of life had been run.

They went hand in hand o'er a desert of sand 
To reach that far land’ fair and sweet.
The one saw the grandeur of mountains afar,— 
The other, the sand at her feet.

They must needs cross a rill which their pathway 
traversed

As they left far behind them the ridge.
The one had the song of the brook in her ears. 
The other but looked for a bridge.

A child near their pathway, intent on its play, 
Was baking mud pies spread in view.
The one saw the smile, the other the grime 
As the friendly tot waved them adieu.

They passed through a gateway, on nearing their 
goal,

And entered a flowering mart.
The one felt the kiss of a rose on her lips. 
The other, a thom in her heart.
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SCHOOL REPORT
REBA RAY

Erase the words that leap to reach my Ups, 
Becalm the heated fiery reprimand.
To rightly judge this happy active child, 
Let wisdom guide the strength of my demand.

Is there a gauge to measure heart and mind, 
His struggle to work honestly and right?
If outdoor friends and sports have called to him, 
Will angry words have potency or might?

Let me encourage, gently urge new hope. 
For wrath and anger, lashing like a rod, 
May warp the sweet young fabric of his soul. 
And I be marked a failure by my God.

Mr. Carter s Way
GRACE HELEN DAVIS

John Carter was surprised to hear sounds of 
scuffling as he neared his small shop. A man 
was dragging a boy through the open doorway.

Mr. Carter recognized the man as the town 
constable, Mr. Kessler, but he didn’t know the 
poorly dressed, frightened boy, who looked as if 
ne were trying hard not to burst into childish 
tears.

“Hi, Carter! Look what I found coming out 
of your shop—-a young thief making off with a 
piece of your valuable cabinet wood.” The con­
stable, jerked the boy roughly about, and with 
his other hand held up a valuable piece of un­
varnished wood.

“I didn’t know it was worth anything, honest 
I didn’t, sir!" wailed the boy.
* “Oho, you didn’t know it was worth anything, 
you didn’t! Then why did you watch until Mr. 
Carter went out for a moment, leaving his door 
open, and then sneak in and help yourself to a 
fine piece of expensive wood? Answer that!"

“I didn't know Mr. Carter was out. I went in­
to the shop to ask for a scrap of wood, and when 
I saw that one on the floor I thought it was just 
an endpiece and picked it up."

“A very likely story indeed, eh. Carter?"
But the cabinetmaker was frowning. “We may 

as well let the boy tell his story, Mr. Kessler. 
What is your name and address, son? And what 
did you want wiith the wood?"

The boy seemed to relax a little and gain new 
hope under the pleasantness of the shop owner’s 
tone.

“I’m Jackson Wayland, sir, and I live over at 
the edge of town, on Moyer Street. I wanted a 
nice piece of wood to carve a boat from for my 
little brother. It's his birthday tomorrow, and 
he wants a boat, and—and I don’t have any 
money, so I thought I’d make him one. I can use 
my jackknife nice. I met Mr. Turner on the 
street, and he said I could get all the ends of 
wood I wanted at his lumber yard, but when I 
went there a workman chased me off. I was 
passing your shop and I saw the wood inside 
Then I saw this piece lying on the floor, and I 
thought it was only an end and you’d throw it 
out. honest I did, Mr. Carter. That’s all.”

“Yes, that’s all, except that what you picked 
up was an expensive piece of cabinet wood, and 
you can tell tl^e judge about it,” sneered Kess­
ler. “Don’t bother with him, Mr. Carter. I know 
what to do with boys like him.”

“But you see, Mr. Kessler, I have my own way 
of treating boy culprits. I refuse to prosecute 
Jackson here for going into my shop, and will 
deal with him myself," announced the cabinet­
maker in final tones.

The constable relaxed hjs grip on the boy's 
arm. “Well, in that case, of course, Carter—But 
I was only trying to serve you."

"Yes, I know, Mr. Kessler; thank you," an­
swered Mr. Carter. “Come inside, lad, and we’ll 
get this settled."

Jackson followed him into the shop, still with 
a worried and apprehensive air. He was wonder­
ing a good deal what Mr.Carter’s way of dealing 
with him was going to be.

John Carter laid down the piece of valuable 
wood which Mr. Kessler had handed over, and 
kicked thoughtfully at a pile of shavings on the 
floor.

“Well, son, this is a pretty untidy old shop, 
isn't it? Cobwebs on the ceiling and a litter on 
the floor. Odds and ends of wood everywhere! 
It certainly isn’t surprising that you thought 
the piece of wood had been thrown away, seeing 
it on this floor of mine. So let’s talk business. 
If you’ll come and give the whole shop a good 
cleaning up I’ll pay you what I think it's worth, 
a dollar. I wouldn’t be surprised but that I 
could let you help me now and then afternoons 
after school and on Saturday, too, running er­
rands and delivering small pieces of work. How 
about it, Jackson?"

"Why, why. I’d be awfully glad to, Mr. Carter! 
I could take the dollar home to my mother, and 
she’d be so pleased,” burst out the boy.

••Settled, Jackson. I’ll expect you to come in 
and clean up the shop this coming Saturday. 
Now let’s seeabout this boat matter. Here’s an 
end of ordinary lumber. Could you carve the 
toy for your little brother from this, son?"

“Yes, that’d be dandy, Mr. Carter! I can carve 
a small boat and put sails on it."

“I'd like to see your toy when it’s finished, 
Jackson. Do you like using your jackknife on 
wood?"

"Yes.^ir, I do sort of. I like making things,” 
answered the boy.

“Well, well, Jackson, I wouldn’t be surprised 
but that as you grow older I can likely teach you 
the cabinet trade, if you show^ aptness for it. 
But that’s all in the future. Here, take your 
piece of wood, and remember that there’s a 
dollar in it for you if you come on Saturday and 
make my shop tidy."

A Product of the American Home
STEPHANIE HALL

She is sixteen. I would not say merely a "sweet 
sixteen.” That would scarcely do her justice. 
Rather, I would describe her as a clean, healthy 
sixteen with eyes so sparkling, hair so shining, 
that she seems to reflect the look of the woman 
that she will some day be.

I doubt very much if she will ever be beautiful. 
That is, in the usual sense of the word. However, 
that will not trouble her. Other things and 
events will, no doubt, because behind those 
laughing eyes is a seriousness; albeit she is still 
a child in many ways. She takes things to heart 
—when she has the time; her family, friends, 
school. Particularly, she is serious about fudge­
making, cooking, watching, beating. When the 
candy turns out right she is very happy, but 
when it is, in her words, "a flop," she is very 
disconsolate but says something to the effect, 
“I’ll do better next time.”

She has her disappointments. /They are as 
serious as any encountered by the Mlult. Recent­
ly, she faced a severe setback in her plans. After 
reaching home, part of the young heart sort of 
wept itself out, but young hearts fill back up 
with the buoyancy of living. When telling me 
about the "whale of a disappointment.” she said, 
“I wanted to ‘bawl,’ I was so heartbroken, but I 
had to wait until I got to my room.” This char­
acteristic is commonly called, “self-control.”

"Thank you so much, Mr. Carter. Only—only, 
is that all? You haven’t said anything about 
punishing me for taking the expensive wood, 
like you told the constable you would."

"I didn't tell him I would punish you, Jackson. 
I said I had my own way of dealing with boy cul­
prits. This is itr—I give them another chance. 
Of course, if tpey disappoint me, and try to 
cheat and thieve after I’ve been fair and given 
them an opportunity to show what’s in them, 
that might mean a different story. But I have 
faith in you, son.”

"Gee, thank you, Mr. Carter. I won’t disap­
point you, honest I won’t.”

The cabinetmaker smiled as he watched the 
eager boy go down the street, hugging his pre­
cious board end. “There are ways and ways of 
dealing with -boys, but this is my way, and I've 
found it to work,” he observed to himself.

No sin has met her eyes. However, when it 
comes in the line of vision, she will look at it and 
dismiss it as something not for her.

This girl rfas not just grown perchance, be­
cause behind her and with her are two who love 
her with every beat of their hearts. They real­
ize that, although they may draw the leash too 
tight for her own comfort at times, she must be 
disciplined if she is to grow into a calm, wise 
woman. They know that, too, much play will 
make her selfish; too much work will make her 
old before her time- So they stand not too close, 
not too far away, realizing the wisdom of coun­
sel. recognizing the worth of laughter.

One day not long ago she said to her mother, 
"know what I am mother?” Thinking that she 
was being faced with one of those popular rid­
dles, her mother said, laughingly, “no, what are 
you?”

“I am an American product, so my teacher 
said.”

Her "teacher” was correct. She is an American 
product. A product of the American Home in all 
its glory, in all its greatness. And aside from 
being a "love” herself, she is the result of a great 
love. A love, nurtured and fed within the four 
walls of the greatest institution on earth today, 
the American Home!
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Some Things I Can’t Afford
JANET RICHARDS

As a parent who must be thrifty and look well to the future, I can't afford 
not to do all in my power to maintain my children's interest tn their Sunday 
school and church, because the right sort of lives are almost sure to be budded 
upon the deeply laid foundations of the Christian home and on church and Bible 
school teachings.

/ I cannot afford not to provide ways and means whereby my children can 
earn or have a small allowance so they can take an interest in and give on their 
own account -to suitable benevolences and worthy objects. In this way the spirit 
of service Is developed, self-respect maintained, and unselfishness cultivated.

I cannot afford to send my children to Sunday school, thus giving them the 
— - . idea that grownups are exempt from interest and participation. The only safe 

pathway to follow is that which is broad enough that parents may travel along 
It also, while they say in one form or another, "Come: this way lies real manhood 
and noble womanhood."

/ I cannot afford to make every decision promptly and arbitrarily for my 
children, for then I must expect to have grown-up leaners and weaklings It 
is the province of parents rather so to establish in the minds of their children 
an understanding and appreciation of right principles that little by little they will 
learn to make wise and safe decisions for themselves.

I cannot afford to be so engrossed in social affairs that I leave my children 
to select their own friends, reading, and spare time amusements, without my 
knowledge or interest. It is the duty of parents to safeguard immature youth 
by wise use of the greater wisdom and experience garnered through the’ years.

1/ I cannot afford to jeopardize my child’s willingness to give me his confidence 
by being ready always to moralize. Parents should understand that to hold the 
confidence of youth there must be sympathy, understanding, and a genuine de­
sire to help to get the finest possible results,

This calls foi patience, tact, never violating a confidence, and the placing of 
the responsibility for wise decisions on the shoulders of youth itself. It calls for 
firmness when a principle is at stake, and yielding at times when no principle 
Is involved. Young people are comparatively safe as long as they take the real 
and vital perplexities of their lives to father and mother.

/ I cannot afford not to recognize that a time inevitably comes when the man 
and the woman, individual and independent personalities, are ready to step forward 
aldne: a timt, as a great religious leader once pointed out so truly, when even 
the mother must step aside, for the soul of her child is communing with its 
Creator. To try to force confidence when this time comes is to invite a breach 
most difficult to bridge.

PRAYER FOR AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD 
GRACE STtELMAM WMCI

Tonight when the roll is called in heaven, 
A new voice, the voice of my child, 
Will answer, "Here."
Dear God, may one of your angels
Hold his hand
To calm the tremors of uncertainty?
Net openly—please, God, 
AncLplease. don't tell him I asked; 
He wouldn’t be a sissy—)
But the vastness,
The glory of heaven. 
Might be confusing 
To an eight-year-old arriving alpne.

BELATED PRAYER
MRS. PAT POE

Dear God, I realized today that I hadn't prayed in 
New, at this milestone of a woman's life 
When she has need to pray
For guidance, strength, and courage,
I have been remiss.
1 never once have doubted that you sent him, 
This little son who came to me
A year, ago.
I’m sorry that I haven't found the time each day 
To get down on my knees in gratitude to you.
But I wonder if you do not know
That this bright bubbling joy
Which wells up in my heart each busy hour
Of .his too-fleeting babyhood
Is a prayer of thanks
To you.

SEWING
AZALETE BOLGER WELLS

With face serene and dark eyes glowing, 
A woman bends above her sewing. 
Each tuck and seam holds her caress, 
As she stitches on a baby's dress.

An autumn breeze sweeps through the door; 
The years have past—five or more;
O'er a bit of gingham a mother sings, 
And for a girl the school bell ri^gs. 

Roses blooming in the month of May. 
Oh, happ' , glad commencement day I 
Tender pride the mother heart fills, 
All finished are graduation frills.

Gentle yearning in her eyes, 
As back and forth the needle flies. 
A tear slips from those eyes cast down, 
As mother fashions a wedding gown I

ALIBI
HELEN T. ASCHMANN

Oh, I could paint a masterpiece 
Or write the world a book.

If I’d a'maid to mind the babes 
And clean the house and cook.

Mayhap the idle millionaire 
Claims he could do the same,

Had he the lash of poverty 
To drive him oh to fame.

HAVEN
ETHEL BARNETT DE VTTO

Tune your ears to inward sounds 
That life is daily bringing. 
Scurrying little footsteps 
Ca^ fill a home with singing.

If spring is long in coming. 
Unmindful of her duty, 
Bright dirty little faces 
Can fill a soul with beauty.

Ah, turn your footsteps homeward 
In harsh or bitter weather. 
The touch of sticky fingers 
Will hold a heart together.

THE FATHER
CLARENCE EDWIN FLYNN

Sometime when your own flesh and blood has spurned 
The love you bear it, and has gone its way 
With sneering words; and you have sadly turned 
A gray, set face back to life's workaday;
When you have sat for hours remembering »
Soft fingers on your face, the lisping speech
That fell from childish lips, the offering 
Of toy or trinket little hands would reach;

When your heart cries:. "Come back. I cannot live, 
My child, without you. I would rather die.
Come back to me. So gladly I forgive,"
And through the silence there is no reply- 
Then you who spurn the love divine and true 
Will understand how God's heart yearns for you.
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TEDDY threw his untasted bread and straw­
berry jam to Quiver. The dog snapped It up 
greedHy, cocking his head at the boy in- 

quiringiy. Teddy always gave him the last bite, 
but It was usually on the small order. Quiver 
gave a short happy bark and looked at the boy 
expectantly. He was ready for the afternoon 
romp which always started their playtime after 
kindergarten and lunch. Teddy let the bark go 
unnoticed Even a romp with Quiver couldn't 
take his mind off the problem which he faced.

The seriousness of the situation seemed finally 
to be sensed by Quiver who stopped barking and 
lay down quietly at Teddy's feet He looked up 
wistfully into the thoughtful little face cupped 
between sticky hands. One of the sticky little 
hands reached down absent-mindedly and patted 
the dog's head, thus starting'a happy thumping 
of his tail on the ground.

The hot cement step 
and the warm sunshine 
sent pleasant little shiv­
ers up and down Teddy's 
back. He decided to 
share his troubles with 
Quiver. "It's First Lady's 
birthday today. Course 
you don't know it, but 
birthdays are ’portant.

Just about as 'portant as Christmas. Somehow 
you don't count the days till a birthday, and you 
don't talk about them like you do Christmas, 
but they are just as nice. You forget about 
birthdays till one morning First Lady wakes you 
up and says ‘Happy birthday, Ted.' Sure 'nough 

s— it's your birthday again, and there are always 
s'prises. You were my s'prise when I was four. 
Last birthday I didn't think there was going to 
be any s'prise, and then there was the party. 
You member the children all knew to come at 
one time, and they all brought presents. We 
plpyed games, and had funny hats to wear, and 
there was a big white cake with candles, and I 
blew the candles, and cut the cake myself."

It had been such a lovely party. It had made 
him feel all singy and happy inside. It had been 
that night while First Lady was putting him to 

. bed that he had suddenly remembered that she 
must have birthdays, too. He had asked her 
about it.

"My birthday is on the sixteenth Of May,” she 
had told him with his goodnight kiss, “and I’ll be 

\ five times as old as you were today, my Teddy 
Bear.”

/ •

"Tell me when it’s the very first of April," he 
had requested Miss Bernice at the kindergar­
ten the next morning. Then he forgot all about 
it because he know that Miss Bernice could be 
trusted. One day she had reminded him, "Today 
April begins, Teddy."

It was then that Teddy had meant to start sav­
ing his allowance; but in some way it had slipped 
his mind. Easter came, and there were all 
the lovely eggs that he had helped Julie dye 
There had been cunning little chicks and bun­
nies in baskets in the toy shop to take his pen­
nies. Then he had been chosen to be Boy Blue 
in the operetta which the kindergarten was 
practicing now to be given before admiring par­
ents. It was only that very morning when Billy 
Simpson had proudly distributed the invitations 
to his birthday party that Teddy had remem­
bered.

"What day is It in May, Miss Bernice?" he 
had asked sharply.

"It is the sixteenth, ” she had told him pleas­
antly. and had wondered at his sudden woebe­
gone expression.

Teddy felt sick. Today was the very day. and 
just that morning he had spent his last cent 
for jelly beans. First Lady had no one but him 
to look out for her birthday surprise, and he had 
forgotten. And his father had told him-always 
to look after First Lady.

The day on which he had told him that was 
so long ago now that it was just a blurred mem­
ory. His father had been lying on a bed. His 
face had been very white, and his eyes had b^n 
very blue. "Come and kiss me, Teddy Boy. I’m 
going on a long journey, and I want you to look 
after our First Lady while I am away." His 
mother had been crying. It hurt him to see her 
cry. He had never seen her cry before, but he 
had seen her cry often after that.

Every time he had asked her when his father 
was coming back, she had cried. When she 
cried, he always climbed up into her lap and 
kissed her; and begged her not to cry because he 
was going to take care of her until his father 
came back. Then she always hugged him hard

• ).

M. S. DIGBY

until it hurt; but he never let her know that it 
hurt. Just so he had never told her that he 
hated being called Teddy Bear. It was such a 
silly name for a boy, but she liked to call him 
that, so ^ie let her call him Teddy Bear. That 
was part of looking after a mother; never doing 
anything to. hurt her. That was why he had 
stopped talking about his father, because it 
made her cry. Now he hardly^ ever thought 
about him. He could hardly remember him, but 
the charge he had given him he regarded more 
seriously every day.

The last time he had made his mother cry had 
beep about the ugly,- black dresses which she 
wore. “What’s the matter, First Lady?” he had 
asked, “are you saving all your pretty dresses 
until Father comes back?” She had looked at 
him and burst into tears. After that she had 
started wearing her pretty dresses again. Some­
times now she wore one of the ugly ones to the 
office, l?ut she always took it off and put on one 
of the pretty ones when she came home.

Tonight she would come home and there 
would be no birthday s’prise for her because he 
had forgotten. Miserably Ted kicked his foot 
against the step. Slowly there came a glimmer 
of hope. He jumped up so abruptly and banged 
into the house so quickly that Quiver was left 
standing outside the screen.

“Julie, Julie.”
“What you wan’? Julie asked from the pan­

try where she was putting clean papers on the 
shelves.

“Julie, you’ve got to bake First Lady a birth­
day cake. It’s her birthday and we have got to 
s’prise her. Bake it big, Julie, this big. and white 
all over. Thick white. And candles, five times 
as many as I had.”

Julie’s enthusiasm failed to kindla. “Yo’ maw 
ain’t tell me to bake no cake. Ain’r hardly eber 
no cake gets baked round here, ’til I s’pects I 
done lost my hand over makin’ a cake. Yo’ 
maw don’t like it specially, an’ she think it ain’t 
good for you.”

“But, Julie, it’s her birthday.”
“Well, birthday or no birthday, I ain’t got no 

time for bakin' cakes today. I got all the iron­
ing to do fo’ I cooks dinner; an’ I gotta get 
through early case there’s a meetin’ of the 
Daughters of Ruth tonight."

Teddy gave up-. He knew that Julie could be 
wheedled into giving him bread and preserves 
between meals, but not into upsetting her plans 
for work, especially when there was a Daughters 
of Ruth meeting(on hand.

Teddy kicked an imaginary ball into the dining 
room. “Stop that scuffing up dat flo’ I jest pol­
ished," warned Julie.

Teddy gave up his game and sat down on a 
chair. Then he saw the blue teapot on the big 
mahogany sideboard. The blue teapot was the 
place where First Lady left the money for Julie 
to pay the little household bills and for any 
emergency which might come up: Teddy had 
made his mother explain the word emergency 
to him. Suddenly his face lighted. This was in­
deed a ’mergency. He dragged a chair over to 
the sideboard and reached for the teapot. There 
was only one crisp new bill in it. He put the 
bill in the pocket of his blouse, and soon he and 
Quiver were leaving the house.

It was only three blocks into the business sec­
tion, and Ted was quite familiar with the way. 
He and his mother often went window shopping 
on Sunday. Without any trouble he found the 
florist shop. First Lady must have some flowers 
because she loved them so. “I want this much 
worth of flowers,” Ted told an astonished clerk, 
thrusting the bill at him, “except ! want enough 
left for a cake.”

“Where did a little boy like you get so much 
money?” asked the clerk suspiciously.

“It’s my mother’s. It’s her birthday, and she 
loves flowers.”

“Oh, I see. What kind of flowers does she 
want?”

“What are those over there?”
“Those are sweet peas.”
“That’s what I want. They smell awfully 

good.”
“And you say that you want enough out of 

this bill to pay for a cake? How much will the 
cake cost?”

“Oh, about fifty cents,” Teddy said grandly.
The clerk lost some of his poise. "You mean 

that you want four dollars and a half’s worth of 
sweet peas?”
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Teddy nodded.
“Are you sure that it wasn't roses or carna­

tions that she sent you for?"
"No, it's sweet peas. They are her favorite 

flower.”
"What's the name? Where are they to be 

sent?"
“My name is Theodore Barton, but everybody 

calls me Teddy. I wish they'd call me Theodore, 
though My dog's name Is Quiver. But I don't 
want the flowers sent. I waht to take them. They 
are a very special s prise.”

Some minutes later Teddy struggled out of 
the shop with a huge box. leaving a rather un­
certain clerk behind.

David Abrams, standing moodily at the win­
dow of his real estate office, came to life as the 
big box followed by the boy and the dog came 
along. He watched them curiously for a minute,, 
then followed them.

He met Ted Just as he was coming out of a 
small bakery shop. Ted’s face was very red

“HellojTed." ' , ’
“ 'Lo, David."
"Seems you have been shopping Want a lift?"
“They said In there that a real birthday cake, 

one with white all over and candles costs more 
^han fifty cents, and has to be ordered ahead," 
^ed volunteered In an Indignant rush.

“And what do you want with a birthday cake? 
It can't surely be your birthday again?"

“No. it's First Lady's and I am having such 
a time a prising her."

“So it Is First Lady's birthday." He Indicated 
the box. “Is that part of the surprise?"

"Yes. it is flowers."
“You must have been saving a long time to 

be able to get’such a big box of flowers.”
Teddy's face grew red, but he met David's 

eves bravely. "That is Just It." he said mis- 
eYabiy “I forgot I meant to save my lowance 
all April, but I didn't remember till this morning 
when Billy started giving out his invitations 
I had spent my last cent on Jellv beans Julie 
was too busy to bake a cake, so I Just got the 
money from the blue teapot, 'cause this is a 
’mergency.’’

“I see.”. David said gravely, “and you spent so 
much for the flowers that there isn't enough for 
the cake, I tell you what you do. Take the 
flowers on home and put them in water: and 
suppose you trust me to get the cake." The 
look of relief on Teddy's face touched David's 
heart. ' *
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“I surely would thank you,” Teddy said in 
toost grown-up way. "You see on account of I 
have to look after her all by myself, it keeps rw 
kinda busy sometimes."

The flowers filled all the bowls and vases that 
Ted could And. and were also stuck in tight little 
bunches In peanut butter mugs and fruit Jan 
The dining room was a flower garden when Dar- 
id finally arrived with a wonderful cake, which 
was put In the center of the table.

“Now you hide, David, 'cause you're a s'prise 
too. I'm going to meet her and sing Happy 
Birthday- to her. Then I'll bring her in here.” '

Margaret Barton had watched the clock all 
day, and hatefully It had stood stUI. The work 
In her typewriter was full of mistakes, but she 
would not stay after time to rewrite it. She would 
get to that in the morning. She wanted to go 
somewhere now where she could cry her heart 
out All day the white face of David had come 
between her and her work. All day she had 
thought of the things they had said to each 
other:

“I've made up my mind, David. I'm not going 
to marry you.”

‘‘But. Margaret, we love each other. There is 
no doubt about that.”

“No doubt, darling. It would be easier if there 
were some doubt. I am not going to give Ted a 
stepfather. He would resent you. He has al­
ways talked so much about his own father com­
ing back. Of course, he will soon be old enough 
to understand. Don't you see. David, I am afraid 
to run the risk of having the two people I love 
most in the world hating each other? It would 
tear my very life in two. It is better to break 
my heart this way.”

David's face had gone white, “In short, you 
don t trust me, Margaret.” Without another 
word he had turned and left her.

As Margaret walked home, she tried to ease 
her pain. She had lived on without Theo when 
she had felt that she could not go on. Now he 
was a beautiful memory that she could think of 
without being sad. It wasn’t that loving David 
took anything away from the memory. David 
was so strong, so splendid; it made her happy 
just to be around him. Now she must make a 
memory out of David. Was life always to go on 
handing her one hurt after another?

Slowly she went up her own walk. She must 
put a smile on her face for Teddy. For a few 
more hours she must be brave, then after Teddy 
was in bed she could cry.

Th* Better Horn*

Teddy hurled himself through the front 
screen, singing:

Happy birthday to you, ■
Happy birthday to you. /
IWpy birthday. First Lady, 
Happy birthday to you.

“Why, it really is my birthday,” Margaret 
said in surprise, stooping and giving him a 
stout hug. “I had not remembered. How nice 
of you to think of it, Teddy.”

Teddy started^ pulling her toward the dining 
room. “There,” he said triumphantly.

Oh.M’eddy, how lovely.”
“And look behind the door, too,” Teddy com­

manded, his eyes dancing.
Margaret peeped behind the door, and then 

looked from David to Ted in speechless amaze­
ment.

• Ted, run and ask Julie for a match to light 
the candles.” David suggested, taking the sit­
uation firmly in hand. “And ask her if I may 
stay for dinner.”

As soon as Teddy was out of the room, he ex­
plained, “Don't be surprised, Margaret, when 
you learn that most of the surprise came out of 
the blue teapot.”

“You mean that Teddy took — But he 
wouldn’t do a thing like that.”

“Bu^ he did, and you must understand why 
he did it.”

A look of distress came over Margaret’s face.
"Don’t think that,” David warned severely. 

“He did it because he is living up to a trust, a 
trust that is entirely too big for such a child.”

“But how could Teddy take money that didn’t 
belong—”

“It was what Ted considered an emergency. 
You must understand. He has plenty of time to 
learn the difference between mine and thine; 
and as a stepfather—”

Ted rushed back into the room. "I’ll light 
them for you, and then you can blow them out,” 
he cried happily, striking a match. “And, gee. I 
forgot to tell you, David’s ’sponsible for the 
cake. The ’mergency money wasn’t enough. 
It certainly is nice to have somebody like David 
to help me take care of you, First Lady.”

Bravely Margaret lifted her eyes from the 
beaming face of Teddy to meet the eager ques­
tioning eyes of David. 4

“David. Julie said course you could stay for 
dinner. There’s plenty such as it is, but she said 
it wasn’t any company dinner.”

“Tell Julie that’s fine, Ted. That just suits 
me. From now on I ahi not going to be com­
pany.”
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INCENTIVE
MARION H. ADDINGTON

I guess a man don't need to mind 
How hard he's worked, or tired feet, 
When he comes home at night to find 
The place so shiny-like and sweet, 
With Maflie in a span new dress 
All ruffled neatly round with white. 
And hear her say, "You'd never guess— 
Were having dumplings, dear, tonight!"

Then even if the stumps were tough 
That I've been grubbing at so long, 
It's rest and happiness enough 
to hear her hum a little song. 
The while she's flitting here and there. 
Yet pauses, as she moves about, 
The lamplight falling on her hair: 
"The lilqcs, Ben, are almost out!"

So while I stand there washihg up. 
From out the comer of my eye
I watch her set each plate and cup 
And put the ham steak on’to fry; 
Soon as the gravy bubbles thick 
She stirs it briskly with a spoon, 
And turns to me so birdlike quick: 
"Oh, Bep, the chickens hatched at noon! ”

Then when I've scrubbed hard as I'm able 
And plastered down my hair all wet 
So I'm fit company at table, 
I wait her gentle word to set. 
And lifting serious look to mine 
With sweet expectance in her face. 
She says, her blue eyes all ashine, 
"All right now, dear, will you say grace?"

Love isn't words, I think;.love's deeds, 
And making happiness around 
That gives a man just what he needs 
To keep his day all safe and sound. 
I feel as strong as Atlas when 
Each morning I go out the door; 
And glad, to get back home again 
To someone worth the working for!
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SEVENTY AND FIVE
SA LI BELLE ROYSTEB

Grandfather was past seventy when I was barely five. 
I thought that he must surely be the greatest man alive, 
For on a springtime afternoon he'd take me by the hand 
And together we'd go walking over acres of his land.

We were rather slow together, yet our paces seemed to fit, 
For we’d walk and talk a little while, and then we'd rest a bit.
I’d ask a thousand questions, and he d patiently explain 
And punctuate his sentences by pointing with his cane.

We d sit beneath his favorite tree and hear the robins sing
"The leaves arr grown May tenth.” he said, "or it's q backward spring" 
Ihe world was fresh and young then. I’m glad I was alive 
When Grandfather was seventy, though 1 was only five.

UNEVENTFUL?
LILITH SHELL

LINES ABOUT MY MOTHER
ANNIE DEE DAVIS

‘ I started out
To write a poem about
My mother,
And, delving In
Among my memories
Ol her, 
I found 
That little things of small 
Account I treasure most of all

That day Ruth died, 
The day her cold form lay 
So still and white, 
A holy man came there and prayed, 
And softly spoken tribute paid 
To her dear life.

I love the old, old songs 
She used to sing until 
We fell asleep;
And walks'we took together 
In autumn weather— 
She always liked to walk! 
She gave us hot, baked beans. 
And sweat, brown bread
For lunch on winter days- i ■
And Christmas wasn't rig|ht 
Unless she stayed up late at night 
To put the gifts

• Around the tree
After we'd gone to bed. 
I loved her letters. 
Long and full of talk, 
She pul herself into them all.

I started out 
To write about 
My mother. 
But now I know. 
That words can never tell the whole 
Of any mother's soul.

"How uneventful was her life," 
He said, "how smooth and still 
The clear stream flowed. 
Without a ripple-to disturb its calm.*'

But I, who knew her heart so well,
I knew when love first came to her, 
I knew with what a vivid flame 
It burned.

I saw her on her marriage day 
Transported with the joy of it;
I held her hand when first she woke 
To find a baby's downy head 
Upon her breast.

Three times she walked the fiery path 
Into the vale of throbbing pain, 
That three new lives might see the light; 
I knew her then.

And one black day
A little life was swept away
From her, into the d{m unknown;
I stood by then, my own heart tom 
To see her stretch out tragic hands 
To bring it back;
1 read the look of agony
Which meant she knew that could not be.

Oh, was her life, then, commonplace?
. I ask the women of the race.

Page SixtMa
The Better Home

My Joy Book Among Strangers
BY A YOUNGHEARTED OLD WIFE

January!, 1941
Whenever I am ih trouble I keep a Joy Book. 

It is an antidote for fear, doubt, anxiety, and 
other spiritual ailments. It centers my mind on 
things of good report and brings me light in the 
dark days of uncertainty. It reminds me over 
and over that the keynote of the Christian reli­
gion is Joy. 1

At present our affairs are in chaos; we have 
had one trouble after another. Ned was months 
getting well after his operation, but finally went 
back to work. A few days before Christmas he 
came' home and told me that his position had 
been given to a younger man. Now he is ill 
again, without a position, and the business fu­
ture for a middle-aged man is hazardous in these 
times. Well, we have courage left, enough for 
one day at a time, faith that a way will open 
for us, and we have each other, and an in­
vincible determination to look for a joy in every 
package of trouble.

March 28, 1941
Here we are—but where are we? I am still 

bewildered over the rush of events. Who ever 
would have thought that Ned and I would be 
settling today in this old-fashioned house in 
a tiny town among the hills, as headquarters 
for Ned s new business, several hundred miles 
away from home? Although we cannot be 
"away" from home, because we brought home 
with us. We have learned to make it out of 
whatever circumstances we have on hand. That 
is my Joy tor today, that love and ingenuity 
can make a home anywhere.

We've been through much in the past months. 
Ned got another position, but with hall his usual 
salary, and had to buy a car out of trat; we felt 
badly about leaving our former home and 
friends, and going further away from our three 
children and grandson; it was hard getting 
moved with both of us tired out and we dreaded 
going to a strange place to begin life again. 
We counted our joys over and over this morning 
—we are young in heart if not in years, we have 
work to do, and we are together.

Qaartar. 1««1

( March 29, 1941
My first visitor was the postman. Three of 

my friends timed their letters to be my morning 
greeting on my first day here, and was I pleased! 
To be tired, discouraged, lone­
some and fearful, and then to 
be greeted with gay and loving 
letters, made it easy to smile 
and carry on. Why don't we all 
do more things like that? I 
promised right then that every 
letter I write shall be full of 
warm friendliness, show under­
standing of another's need, and 
take the best and gayest part of 
me through the mail. A creative letter-writer 
sends joy on swift wings.

April 2, 1941
Isn't it queer how one's little wishes held 

through the years are sometimes gratified! Ever 
since I can remember I have wanted to live where 
I could see the .-funset. It is here, in this little 
strange town, that I can stand every evening 
at my pantry window and watch the slow un­
folding of the sunset glory. I look across miles 
of green fields, gently sloping hills, and pleasant 
valleys dotted with white houses, and read the 
story of the skies told in divine words written 
in gold and crimson, aquamarine and violet, 
turquoise and pearl.

April 3, 1941
Such a nice surprise yesterday! -The doorbell 

rang in the evening and we looked at each other 
doubting our ears. Surely it could not be a 
caller!

“I saw a light in the window and realized I 
had a new neighbor,” said a big man in a hearty 
voice, "so I just dropped in to welcome you and 
get acquainted."

He was a minister who lives down the street. 
He told us about our community, and assured 
us we had fine neighbors. He promised to get 
in touch at once' with our own minister, and 
sure enough, early the next morning the other 
minister called and was very cordial. We felt 
we had fallen among friends.
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April 10, 1941
I took out four magazines on my new library 

card today When she had checked them, the 
librarian slipped the magazines Into a large 
Manila envelope and handed them to me with 

,a smile, neat, efficient, and thoughtful. The 
modern magazines are amazing. We may travel 
ail over the world in them, and find nearly every­
thing from catfish to culture. With a little dis­
crimination we may fin’d articles and stories 
to fit our own particular mood or need, for they 
offer amusement, entertainment, and education 
-for any age. A vital, wholesome magazine is 
an inspiration and a joy; one of the many we 
take for granted nowadays.

April 17. 1941
Romance goes rumbling by us when the long 

freight trains cross the far fields back of the 
■ house-eyery day and night. From my kitchen 

window It looks like magic; a puff of smoke 
appears and then one car after another comes 
suddenly from behind the trees. I like to think 
about what they carry and where they are going. 
In the night I hear their warning whistle as 

L they approach our little town and sense the 
* flow and movement of life in all prosaic things, 
r the undertones of romance and adventure sur­

rounding us in the long lines of gleaming steel 
crossing this great country that the trains may 
connect the lives of its people.

April 24. 1941
It must be very satisfying to cook with plenty 

of materials'and no thought of expense but I 
am finding quite a thrill opt of the challenge 
given me to cook with few materials and as 
kittle expense as possible. There is a sense of 
real achievement in preparing abundant and 
nourishing meals without exciting the tempera­
ture of the grocery bills. To make a meal look 
pretty and palatable at the same time to cause 
teasing, pleasant odors to drift through the 
kitchen, to plan unusual, and tempting dishes 
with mere leftovers, changing them into left- 
overs-de luxe, is a daily joy. Ned thinks I’m a 
genius at It—and does he eat I

April 28, 1941
"Take up thy'bed and walk," Christ said to 

the sick man, and many a person now. sick with

A VICTOR OF CIRCUMSTANCE
ALETHA M. BONNER

Command your circumsiances now 
Be they adverse, or fair:

Yes, use the good and bad alike, 
Go forth, to do and dare.

"A victim of sad circumstance?"
Let this be never said

Of you; but may the vibrant word 
Victor, be voiced instead!

mental or spiritual ills, worried, troubled and 
despairing, might profit by the same commsmi 
—take up your burden and walk. Get stray 
from four cramped walls, no matter how riehlv 
decorated; go out into the rain and the wind 
the sun and the dark when the goblins threaten 
to get your sense of humor and proportion a 
to devour your courage. Every day I take mt 
own prescription. Walking briskly through the 
town, gazing in shop windows, watching for 
the first leaves on the trees, looking up at the 
sky. wondering about the people who pass by 
swinging along in rhythmic step, savoring the 
joy of motion, becoming part of the out-of-doors, 
away go the blue moods and back come sanity 
and serenity.

April 30, 1941
I have a netv title. I am the New Neighbor. 

Most of the people on this street have lived here 
about fifty years or so, and have known each 
other since school days. Several of the "girls," 
as they designate themselves, are at least sev­
enty years old. They do not wait for me to be 
introduced, but say, “Oh yes, my dear, you are 
the New Neighbor. Come over and see us. You 
must have some of our rhubarb. Here are some 
mayflowers I thought you might like. Now you 
use our telephone anytime you wish.” And 
everywhere I go there is a welcoming smile for 
the New Neighbor. My new title is an honor 
and a joy.

May 1, 1941
Ned works too hard. It makes me feel badly 

to see him get so tired, but I am proud of his 
pluck and perseverance and he is pleased that 
he is making good in this new position. He 
got this position by answering a want ad while 
he was ill in bed. He went to be interviewed 
by the manager the first day he put on his 
clothes after a week’s illness and he started to 
work when he was hardly able to walk. The 

The Beller Horn*

second week he was at work he bought a car, 
practiced driving (it is ten years since we had 
a car), took his tryout, and got his license. He 
simply does ndWMcnow what the word “defeat” 
means. What a spirit! What a joy to find that 
unbeatable, unbreakable spirit among men and 
women of all time!

May 3, 1941
Modern metals have become part of the beauty 

of our workaday world. I am especially fond of 
chromium and copper, for they glow and shine 
with beauty .and brilliance wherever they are 
placed. In the dining room my copper coffee 
service, tray, and water pitcher delight my eyes, 
and in the kitchen I have arranged a chromium 
corner. On a table, grouped conveniently, stand 
the streamlined electric iron, sandwich toaster, 
graceful coffee percolater, tiny electric grill, and 
lordly automatic toaster with its funny pop-up 
arrangement which absolutely prevents my 
burning toast no matter how absent-minded I 
become. Arranged on a green, white, and red 
cloth, near the green and white ruffled window 
curtains, the array of shining chromium pre­
sents a pleasing and artistic picture of useful 
modern beauty.

May 5, 1941
Very downhearted today. The water pipe 

sprung another leak and I have been waiting all 
morning for the plumber, with the water shut 
off. Ned is away on business and as we have 
no phone I feel isolated among strangers in a 
strange land. I have been playing one of my 
games with myself the last hour. I repeat over

OUR WEDDING DAY
ALICE WHITSON NORTON

Within your heart and mine this day shall be 
Forever hallowed as a sacred thing;
And out across the years when echoes ring, 
We'll hear agdin today's sweet melody.

Abiding peace lies in a love that holds 
Two hearts together in a close embrace, 
And beauty, like the magnitude o! space, 
Envelopes those who watch the stars unfold.

Life will move on, but with a sweeter tone 
Since you and 1, united, stand as one 
And strive to hear God's blessed word, Well 

done,"
Through Joy and pain we'll never taste alone. 

and over to myself words that I love; words like 
staunch, steadfast, shining, that bring bright 
pictures to mind, or words like vital, enduring, 
illimitable, words with bigness breathing 
through them; joyful, strong words to stiffen 
weak backbones.

, May 8, 1941
We named our^car “Sandy” because of its 

color. Sandy behaves well in spite of its age. 
for though new to us it is second-hand in fact. 
The right mudguard has a bent for trouble; in 
fact, several bents, and Sandy has a few rheu­
matic ailments but manages to keep going 
steadily and sturdily. We have not taken many 
pleasure trips with Sandy yet, but we like to 
run out of town together into the hills for an 
hour, dawdle near the blossoming trees or ram­
ble along beside a blue lake. One good com­
panion plus one old car and one ever-new 
springtime equals joy.

May 10, 1941
Just because I told the librarian that I liked 

the bookplate in one of the library books, I am 
the proud possessor of three new bookplates for 
my collection. For a long time I have made 
it a rule to praise openly and admire fluently 
anything which pleased me, because there is 
little enough appreciation in the world. The 
librarian took me to the Children's Room and 
showed me the big fireplace which had been 
photographed with a child reading in front of 
it and reproduced in a bookplate for the chil­
dren's books. We found a congenial interest in 
bookplates.

May 13,1941
Almost in the center of this busy town there is 

a little white house set near the sidewalk with 
a hedge in front of it, and almost on the side­
walk in front of the hedge is a beautiful row of 
blossoming violets. The incredible, joyous part 
of it to me, coming from a big city, is that the 
violets run in a straight row, right on the edge 
of the cement sidewalk for fifty feet, within 
reach of everyone day after day and remain 
untouched and unharmed.

May 15, 1941
I like people. They are a continual joy and 

adventure. The nice old man from next door
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sunning himself in the yard and telling me 
about his horses that took prizes at the State 
Fair years ago; the jolly postman who tikes my 
penny bank which I bring out when there is 
overdue postage; the big blond grocer boy who 
was so amused because I didn't know that 
parsnips had to be dug up in the spring; the 
census man who discussed very interestingly 
the strange derivation and changes of names; 
the children who sit on my back doorstep and 
say "Hi!” when I appear. One little girl I 
unwittingly insulted. She was wheeling her doll 
in Its carriage and I said, “What a nice dolly!” 
She looked at me scornfully and said firmly, “It 
isn’t a dolly, It's a baby." I hastened to agree.

May 17, 1941
At the top of this old house are three small 

finished attics. Each one has a couch in it 
so the.children and other guests may come at 
any time', but the personality of each room will 
be different. The back attic with the wonderful 
view of the sunsets will be the Overflow Studio. 
Here I am putting books and papers that I want 
to keep and yet do not need at hand. On the 
wall are my travel posters. The front attic is 
the Give-Away Room, where I can keep all the 
pdds and ends that have accumulated, but that 
we do not want as permanent possessions. Only 
last week a young friend visiting us was de­
lighted with the gift of two vases from this room. 
The middle attic is the Christmas Room where 
I am storing holiday decorations, pictures, and 
gifts that I plan and make all through the year. 
I never have had so much spare room before so 
I am revelling in my three roomfuls of joy.

May 18, 1941
, Such a laugh as I had today! In looking over 
some things that had been packed away I came 
across.two old magazines of the year 1888. The 
advertisements were very funny to modern eyes. 
There was one of the Paris bustle—"Fashion 
Magazines indicate that instead of less, more 
of a bustle is to be worn this year. The Paris 
bustle has more shelf than formerly, to support 
the drapery—.”

Every little while I go to some second-hand 
store or rummage sale and buy a few old maga­
zines or books and always get treble the price in 
good laughs, and every good laugh is a joy.

/ *
May 19, 1941

, It has been so cold that our living room has 
been closed, but at last spring has arrived and

today I went into the sunny big living room and 
played the piano. It was like greeting a Ion. 
lost friend. The whole house seemed to awake 
from lethargy and a burled part of me came to 
life. too. Why is it that so few women keep up 
their music through the years? Thousands take 
piano lessons, but after a few years of marriage 
or business their music is neglected. It is good 
to keep music in one's life, to play the piano w 
other Instrument for. and with, one's children, 
gather friends for singing together, and bring 
rest and appeasement to weary hearts by simple 
melodies. I have never astonished the world 
with my music, but for forty yeArs playing the 
piano has been one of my big joys. When Ned 
was a little boy he said he was going to get him 
a wife who played the piano.

May 20, 1941
A gold cross on a white steeple gleaming 

against a deep blue sky etched with the blos­
soming branches of a tree. A lighted cross on top 
of a church, shining in the dark side streets of 
a city. A white cross on an old church lifting 
its head amid squalor and ignorance. The del­
icate, gleaming cross on a red brick building on 
a university campus. These are among my 
precious memory pictures, the joy of remembered 
beauty holding the great symbol of sacrifice and 
love.

May 21, 1941
One of the loveliest and most poignantly sor­

rowful passages in the Bible has been running 
through my mind these last few months, like a 
strain of haunting minor music. It is the lament 
of exiles singing among strangers (Psalm 137):

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down,. ..
We hanged oar harps upon the willows . . .
For there they that carried us away captive required of 

us a song; ...
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?

Ned and I have learned to sing the Lord's song 
in a land of strangers, in a time of testing and 
trial; we have, learned to "make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord," and drown the voices of doubt 
and discouragement, to live our song of joy, 
our Lord’s song, by walking fearlessly into the 
pathway ahead, be it dark or bright, carrying 
ever with us as a shield the faith, the proved 
knowledge, that "joy eometh in the morning."

ALTAR FIRES
Recommeded for Daily Worship in the Home 

Prepared by Eugene Coke Routh

SECOND QUARTER, 1941 — CHRISTIANITY, REACHES OUT
- Studies in the Acts, the Epistles, and the Revelation

Christ Promises Power
Acta 1:1 12 

Printed ami in Daily /tanking far Taaa4ay

Golden Text: But y* shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be wit­
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the

/ uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8.

MONDAY. MARCH 31
God'* Promis* Through Jool—Jool 2:28-32

28 r A nd it shall come to pass 
afterward. that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh: and your sons 
and youf' daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions:

29 And also upon the servants 
and upon the handmaids in those 
days will 1 pour out my spirit.

30 And I will shew wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, 
and fire, and pillars of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible 
day of the Lord come.

32 And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall 
be deliverance, as the Lord hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the 
Lord shall call.

This is the Scripture passage 
which the apostle Peter quoted on 
the day of Pentecost. At a session 
of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, Dr. F. B. Meyer preached a 
memorable sermon using as a text, 
"This is that," Peter’s introductory 
words to the quotation of this pas­
sage from Joel. In his book. The 
Major Messages of the /Minor 
Prophets. Dr. J. W. Storer says of 
this prophecy: “This is that! Joel, 
God has indicated his word, the 
hour has come of which you spoke, 

and as the stroke of his timepiece 
begins to sound the destined mo­
ment’s consummation, this is that.” 
Not only was Pentecost a fulfilment 
of this provision, but we may have 
similar experiences if we will pay 
the price. In the power of his 
Spirit both age and youth may 
share deeper things of God—age 
recounting its blessings, and youth 
responding to the upward call of a f 
heaven-given vision. These revela­
tions of God's grace and power, 
Joel 'says, are available not only to 
the master, but to the servants also. 
Employer and employee, rich and 
poor, learned and unlearned, may 
together partake of the divine gifts. 
The promise of spiritual enduement 
is to all who need deliverance— 
deliverance from sin. deliverance 
from the attacks of the Evil One,, 
deliverance from the, perplexities 
and anxieties of the passing days. 
The word “whosoever" brings hope 
to every despairing sinner, and 
courage and strength to every 
weary saint.

4
BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotions

M.—Paul's Defense. Acts 22:1-21.
T.—Paul Before Felix. Acts 24:1-27.
W-—Paul Before Agrippa. Acts 28:1-18.
T.—Agrippa’s Verdict. Acts 26:19-32.
p.—Paul in Rome. Acts 28:16-30.
S - Boginning of Wisdom. Prov. 1:1-10.

• We thank thee. Father, (for the 
visions of victory, for the sense of 
thy presence, and for the wisdom 
and power of the Spirit granted us 
for the performance of every task 

in thy name.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
Christ’s Promlso to His Church—Acta 1:1-12

1 The former treatise have I 
made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach.

2 Until the day in which he was 
taken up. after that he through the 
Holy Ghost had given command­
ments unto the apostles whom ho 
had chosen:

3 To whom also he shewed him­
self alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God:

4 And, being assembled together 
with them, commanded them that 
they should not depart from Jeru­
salem. but wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me.

5 For John truly baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.-

6 When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying. 
Lord, unit thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?
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7 And he Mid unto them, It is 
not for you to know the timet or 
the seasons. which'the Father hath 
put tn his own power

8 But ye th aft receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and tn 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.

9 And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up: and a cloud received him 
out of their sight.

10 And while they looked sted- 
fastly toward heaven as he went up. 
behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven. 
3hallso-come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven.

12 Then returned they unto Jeru­
salem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is from Jerusalem a sabbath 
day’s journey.

| Jesus told his disciples that he 
would not leave them alone. They 
had an unfinished task—to make 
him knowp unto the ends of the 
earth. Note the words in this 
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Scripture, "All that Jesus began, 
both to do and teach." Christ 
promised to be with his disciples all 
the way, and just before his ascen­
sion he' told them that they would 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
was come upon them. On that day 
when Jesus left them to go back to 
his Father, the disciples, like many 
of us. were inclined to ask questions 

.about matters which, should not 
concern them. Jesus said: “It is 
not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath 
pul in his own power." Parents do 
not always reveal all of their pur­
poses and plans to their children. 
But Christ did tell his disciples the 
principal concern of their lives—to 
be his witnesses unto all nations. 
Premier Petain said that France 
failed because the people thought 
more about enjoyment than about 
sacrifice. Some day Christ will re­
turn. What account shall we give 
of our stewardship—selfish indul­
gence and enjoyment, or loyalty 
and sacrifice?
• I^ad us. Lord, to do thy will, and 
give us strength day by day for the 
unfinished task committed to us, 
that we may be faithful stewards’

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
Th. Office of th. Spirit john 11:7-15

7 Nevertheless 
I tell you the 
truth; It is ex­
pedient for you 
that I go away: 
f°r if I go not 
away, the Com­
forter will not 
come unto you; 
but if i depart, 
1 will send him 
unto you.

8 And when 
be is come, he 
will reprove the 
world of sin, and 
of righteousness, 
and of judg­
ment:

9 Of sin. be­
cause they be­
lieve not on me;

10 Of right- 
e o u s n e s s, 
because I go to 
my Father, and 
ye see me no 
more;

II Of judgment, because tlu 
prince of this world is judged.

12 I have yet many things to tn 
unto you. but ye cannot bear then 
now.

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide y» 
into all truth for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak and ht 
will shew you things to come.

14 He shall glorify me: for ht 
shall receive of mine, and than 
shew it unto you.

15 AU things that the Father 
hath are mine therefore said I. 
that he shall tpke of mine, end 
shall shew it unto you.

In performing the unfinished 
task committed to us, the Holy 
Spirit, who is as much of a Person 
as Christ is. is our helper. One ol 
the most impressive paintings in 
the Corcoran Art Oallery is the pic­
ture of an old fisherman and his 
little granddaughter sitting side by 
side in a rowboat.. Her little hands 
are on the heavy oar. and by her 
hands are the big strong hands of 
the grandfather. The title of the 
picture is "A Helping Hand." We 
can do nothing of ourselves, but we 
can do all things through him who 
strengtheneth us. Jesus told those 
faithful men who were with him 
that he had many other things to 
tell them, but—“ye cannot bear 
them now.” He told them that 
when the Spirit of Truth was come, 
he would guide them into all truth, 
for the revelation of God was writ­
ten as men were moved by the 
Holy Spirit. wJ may not be able 
now to hear everything that Jesus 
would speak to our hearts, but if 
we are responsive to the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, we shall have re­
vealed to us more and more of his 
will. The Holy Spirit. Jesus tells us. 
will convict us of sin and of right­
eousness and of Judgment; will be 
a helper; will reveal the Truth to 
us; will declare things to come; and 
will glorify Jesus.

• Holy Spirit, be our helper this 
day, and reveal unto us the truth 
of Christ. Open thou our eyes that 
we may behold wondrous things out 
of the Word of God and be quick to 

do thy bidding.

THURSDAY. APRIL 3
I cihiel *• > Cmta.hlan. llil ll

1 noir concerning spiritual gifU, 
I brethren, I wou^. not have ton 
I ignorant.
I 2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, 
I carried away unto these dumb idpls, 
I even as ye were led.
I 3 Wherefore 1 give you to under- 
I stand, that no man speaking by the 
I Spirit of God caliph Jesus ac- 
I cursed and that no man can say 
I that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
I Holy Ghost?

4 Now there are diversities of 
I gifts, but the same Spirit.

5 And there are differences of 
I administrations, but the same Lord.

6 And there are diversities of 
| operations, but it is the same God 

which worketh all in all.
1 But the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal.

8 Fdr to one is given by the Spirit 
the word of wisdom; to another the 
tvord of knowledge by the same 
Spirit;

9 To another faith by the same 
Spirit; to another the gifts of heal­
ing by the same Spirit;

10 To another the working of 
miracles; to another prophecy; to 
another discerning of spirits; to an­
other divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of 
tongues:

11 But all these worketh that one 
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he will.

In making Jesus Christ Lord of 
our lives we are to remember that 
"no man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost." In 
the home, in the school, in business, 
we are not all given the same work 
to do. We may all have a common 
purpose, but each has his own part 
in reaching the ends sought. There 
are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. Paul uses the illustration 
of a body, with each member of the 
body having its own function. One 
member cannot do the work of an­
other. Each child of God has some 
gift divinely bestowed. The poor 
widow could not preach by word of 
mouth, but she could set an ex­
ample in giving that would be told 
around the world. God bestows on 
some the gift of teaching, on others 
the gift of singing, on others the 
gift of prophecy, on others the gift 
of healing, and on still others the 
Rift of comforting and encouraging.

In Margaret Ogilvy, her son. J. M. 
Barrie, tells the story of his moth­
er’s soft face, who. because she had 
passed through chastening sorrow 
herself, could comfort others. “That 
is how she got her soft face and her 
pathetic ways and her large 
charity, and why other mothers ran 
to her when they had lost a child.” 
• Help us, dear Lord, to find the 
particular work thou hast for us, 
and to do that work to thy glory.

FRIDAY. APRIL 4
Spiritual Refreshing- Isaiah 44:10

1 Yet note hear. O Jacob my ser­
vant; and Israel, whom I have 
chosen:

■ 2 Thus saith the Lord that made 
thee, and formed thee from the 
womb, which Will help thee; Fear 
not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, 
Jesurun, whom I have chosen.

3 For 1 will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground: I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring:

4 And they shall spring up as 
among the grass, as willows by the 
water courses.

5 One shall say. I am the Lord’s; 
and another shall call himself by 
the name of Jacob; and another 
shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by 
the name of Israel.

6 Thus saith the Lord the King 
of Israel, and his redeemer the 
Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I 
am the last; and beside me there 
is no God. ,

7 And who, as 1, shall call, and 
shall declare it, and set it in order 
for me. since I appointed the 
ancient people? and the things that 
are coming, and shall come, let 
them shew unto them.

8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: 
have not I told thee from that time, 
and have declared it? ye are even 
my witnesses. Is there a God be­
side me? yea, there is no God; I 
know not any.

Throughout the Bible God Is say- 
ingJ over and over, “Fear not, 
neither be afraid." One of the 
most beautiful pictures of our God 
is in Isaiah 40:11. “He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm. and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with 
young." Again In Isaiah 41:10 are

these words: "Fear thou not; for I 
am with thee: be not dismayed; for 
I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea. I 
will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness.” The 
apostle Paul in the dark places was 
cheered by the words of the Lord. 
“Fear not." In the last book of the 
Bible, the Living Christ said to the 
aged apostle, John: "Fear not; . . . 
lam he that liveth. and was dead, 
arid, behold. I am alive for ever­
more, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death.” His grace Is 
sufficient for every need. We Can­
not find abiding confidence and un­
ceasing all-sufficiency anywhere 
else in the universe. He not only 
protects, but he refreshes and re­
inforces all who trust in him. Jesus 
said to the woman at the well: 
"Whosoever drinketh of the water

• that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be In him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting

‘ life." He is the Water of Life Al­
most the last words in the Revela­
tion are these: "The Spirit and the 
bride say. Come. And let him that 
heareth say. Come. And ’ let him 
that is athirst come. And whoso­
ever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.”
• In every condition and circum­
stance of life we turn to thee, our 

y Father, believing that thou wilt 
supply grace for every need.

SATURDAY. APRIL 5
Th* Spirit ot Truth—John 15:20-27

20 Remember the word that I 
said unto you. The servant is nob 
greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also perse­
cute you; if they have kept my say­
ing. they will keep yours also.

21 But all these things will they 
do unto you for my name's sake, 
because they know not him that 
sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken 
unto them, they had not had sin: 
but now they have no cloke for 
their sin.

23 He that hateth me hateth my 
Father also.

24 If I had not done among them 
the works which none other man 
did. they had not had sin: but now 
have they both seen and hated both 
me and my Father.
. 25 But this cometh to pass, that 
the word might be fulfilled that is

Page Twenty-three
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written tn their Ute, They hated me 
without a cause.

28 But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he thall testify of me

27 And ye also shall bear witness, 
because ye have been with me from ' 
the beginning.

. It is. given to the children of God 
not only to believe, but to suffer. 
The true disciple follows in the 
steps of Jesus in shadows as well 
as in sunshine. We may not be 
called on to face death because of 
our faith, but many a Christian in 
this day, in a hostile environment, 
must endure ridicule and hardships 
innumerable, and must show by his 
behavior the reality of the faith

Chinese is made up of two charac­
ters, the first being “danger,” and 
the second, “opportunity." Hence, 
a crisis” is a “dangerous opportu­
nity." We are not left alone in 
these trials, but the Spirit of God 

| reinforces us. When we testify, he 
F adds his testimony to ours. Jesus

is saying ^Iso. in this Scripture pas­
sage. that his words and his works 
lead men to hate him. Critics of 
missionary endeavor say that we 
ought to let the heathen alone and 
leave them content with their own 
religion. Were that true. God might 
have left us alone in our sins and 
not revealed to us. through his Son. 
our deepest needs Jesus not only 
makes men conscious of sin, but he 

THE FIELD AND THE SOWER
MAY JUSTUS

The Lord came unto my heart as unto a field unplowed, 
The Lord came unto my heart one day. the year was spring. 
His feet in a furrow walked, before him the grasses bowed. 
And over him flew the birds with sounds of rejoicing.

The bramble bush in the path entangled the Lords ploughshare.
I he thorn and the thistle vied in piercing the good Lord's hands. 
And every winding root sent up a protesting prayer, 
The Lord God smiled as he worked as a worker who understands.

A cry went over the held: "Lord, how can we bear the woe?"
' Lord' how ™ we bear the pain?" The Lord God s only reply -the seeds he began to sow 

And everywhere It went, the beautiful golden grain '
I r

’ The fen Sd un!° mY ?eart as un,° a fleld unplowed, 
he Lord God came unto my heart one day and the year was soring

1 have heard of a Harvester who Is coming by this P
A sound goes over the field—a sound ol rejoicing.

provides a remedy for ain. He Is 
our beat friend, and those who hate 
him, hate him without cause. We 
who have been with him are to bear 
witness of him that others, loo. 
may follow him and rejoice in his 
companionship.
• Give us grace and strength and 
-courage, dear Lord, that we may 
endure, in the Spirit of Christ, 
every criticism of our faith, and 
that we may be true witnesses for

our Saviour.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

10 Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of 
God. that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against princi­
palities. against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in 
high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God. that ye may 
be able to withstand in the evil day. 
and having done all. to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of right­
eousness:

15 And your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 Above all. taking the shield 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of th 
wicked.

17 And take the helmet of sah,. 
tion, and the sword of the Spirit 
which is the tpord of God:

18 Praying always with all prastr 
and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all per- 
severance and supplication foreii 
saints.

Recently a group of Indians pot 
on a play In a young people's pro­
gram In which young Christian! 
were represented as keeping step 
with their leader. Then the dev;! 
was represented as coming on the 
scene and speaking words to the 
leader which caused those youne 
Christians to waver and to break 
step. The greatest, battles are not 
fought with material airplanes, and 
warships, and big guns, but are 
fought against the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness by the saints of God 
We have been provided with defen­
sive and offensive weapons which 
will enable us to win victories. We 
should make use of the whole 
armor of God: truth, righteousness, 
the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, 
the Word of God. and prayer. Be­
ing thus equipped, we can say with 
Paul. -I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me "
• Open our eyes. Lord, that we may 
see not only the forces that are 
against us. but the forces that are 
for us. that in thy name we may 

win victories for thy glory.

*Christ Shows Himself Alive
Enk* 24:13-17. 25-35 

P'intrJ and tipldmJ in Ddlf Kradinf far Wadnatday and-Friday

Golden Text: I . . . was

MONDAY. APRIL 7
Th* Empty Tomb- Matthew 23:1-3

1 In the end .of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre.

2 And, behold, there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the stone 
from/the door, and sat upon it.

3 His countenance was like light­
ning. and his raiment white as 
snow:

4 And for fear of him the keepers 
did shake, and became as dead men.

5 And the angel answered and 
said unto the women, Fear not ye: 
for 1 know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified.

6 He is not here: for he is risen, 
as he said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay.

Skeptics who reject the scriptural 
account of the supernatural rolling 
away of the stone and of the resur­
rection of Christ, have never been 
able to offer any consistent or con­
vincing explanation of the empty 
tomb. There is no better attested 
fact in history than the life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
The enemies of Christ and the 
friends of Christ alike were sur­
prised when they saw the empty 
tomb, but there were too many wit­
nesses of that empty tomb for the 
fact to be denied. All alike were 
awed by the empty tomb, the un­
disturbed grave clothes, and the 
words of the young man who said.
He is not here: for he is risen.” 

One day an Oriental scholar said 
to a Christian missionary, “Your 
religion has no tomb as have other 
religions. We know where Mo­
hammed and Confucius and Bud­
dha are buried, but what 'about 
Jesus?" The missionary replied. 
“That is the glory of the Christian 
religion. We need no tomb, for Je­
sus is risen: he is living.”

LESSOR FOB APRIL IS. 1H1

dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. Revelation 1:18.

• We thank thee, our Father, for 
the empty tomb and for the assur­
ance in our own experience that 
Jesus is not only risen, but that he 
has daily fellowship with those who 

follow him.
(

TUESDAY, APRIL 8
Peter Com** to fh* Tomb—Luk* 24:3-12

8 And they remembered his 
words,

9 And returned from the sepul­
chre, and told all these things unto 
the eleven, and to all the rest.

10 If was Mary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other women that were 
with them, which told these things 
unto the apostles.

11 And their words seemed to 
them as idle tales, and they believed 
them not.

12 Then arose Peter, and ran, 
unto the sepulchre; and stooping 
down, he beheld the linen clothes 
laid ‘ by themselves, and departed, 
wondering in himself at that which 
was come to pass.

In spite of the incredulity of the 
eleven when the women brought 
the news of the empcy tomb. Peter 
was not convinced that their words 
were idle talk, but he arose and 
went to see for himself. He had 
passed through so many experi­
ences and had suffered so deeply 
following his denial of Jesus, that 
he was bewildered. After he had 
seen the empty tomb and undis­
turbed grave clothes, he went to his

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 
For Individual D*vottan»

M — Jehovah Giveth Wiadom. Prov. 2: 
1-12.

T.—Reward* of Wisdom. Prov. 3:13-26.
W — Avoid Wicked Path*. Prov. 4:1-10: 

20-24.
T.—Beware of Idleness. Prov. 6:1-13.
F.—Beware the Foolish Woman. Prov. 

9:1-18.
8 —Liberality Praised. Prov. 11:34-31. 

home wondering. He could not 
understand, but in his perplexity he 
kept his heart and mind open. This 
is the spirit of any sincere seeker 
after the truth. Men who avow 
that they will not accept what they 
cannot understand are inconsistent. 
Such an attitude would be a denial 
of their own personalities Which 
they cannot understand, and a con­
fession that their minds are closed 
to the truth. When Moses saw the 
burning bush which was not con­
sumed, he wondered and worshiped. 
We are told twice that Jesus ap­
peared to Peter; once by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 15:5 and the other by 
Luke In Luke 24:34. No details are 
given of this sacred experience, but 
as Peter departed to his home, 
“wondering ... at that which was 
come to pass." Jesus probably met 
him on the way, an experience so 
sacred that the records do not dis­
close what was said. “How mighty 
is the testimony of the Resurrec­
tion! Lord Lyttleton and Gilbert 
West entered Into solemn compact 
to prove that the Resurrection had 
not taken place and that Saul of 
Tarsus had not been converted. At 
the end of the year each had a sur­
prise for the other, for each had 
been convinced and each had truste­
ed Christ. General Lew Wallace 
tells of the years of preparation for 
writing Ben Hur with the purpose 
of disproving the facts of Christ 
and of the gospel. So convinced 
was he that he surrendered to 
Christ and joyfully told his wife of 
his conversion. There are more 
proofs and better proofs, and there 
are more witnesses and better wit­
nesses. and there is more testimony 
and better testimony that Jesus 
rose from the dead than can be 
found to prove that George Wash­
ington ever died. That soul must 
deliberately and wickedly shut his 
eyes against the light who rejects 
the risen Son of God." (W. W. Ham­
ilton. A Bible Revival.) 

• We cannot always understand 
the mysteries of thy grace, but we
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believe, our Lord, and follow on 
where thou dost lead.

' WEDNESDAY. APRIL 9
Ob th*  Way to Emmaus Luko 14:13-17

• Lord, forgive us because we did 
not recognize thy Presence. Open 
our eyes, that whatever the cir­
cumstances of life, whatever the 
conditions that tyeset us in# the 
home, we may behold thee. Let’ our 
eyes be open that we may behold, 
our ears be open that we may hear, 
and our hearts be open that we may 

feel thy Presence.

13 H And. behold. two of them 
went that same day to a village 
called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about threescore fur­
longs.

14 And they talked together of 
all these things which had hap­
pened.

15 And it came to pass, that, 
while they communed together and 
reasoned. Jesus himself drew near, 
and went with them.

IS But their eyes were hold'en 
• tharthty'-ehould not know him.

17 And he said unto them. What 
manner of communications are 
these that ye have one to another, 
as ye walk, and- are sad?

The world had tumbled down 
। about the men who had known 

Jesus and had followed him hoping 
"that it was he who should redeem 
Israel" <ASVt. It looked as if 
everything were lost. These two, 
one of them Cleopas, were walking 
along together talking about the 
things that had happened. Dur­
ing his earthly ministry Jesus had 
sent the disciples out. two by two. 
to carry the good tidings. Here are 
two in sorrowful companionship, 
recounting the'tragedy of the week 
We need fellowship in sorrow as in 
joy. and in the performance of 
some worthy task. We do not al­
ways- recognize Jesus when he 
comes to be with us. He may come 
in adversity, in suffering, or in some 
prosperous circumstance. Too often 
our eyes are closed, and we are 
not aware of his presence. It may 
be that Jesus is in the home, plead­
ing with us through some discipline 
or sorrow to let him fill our hearts 
and lives.-

THURSDAY. APRIL 10

Tb*  SadaoBs of Ctoopaa Luk*  24:1344

18 And the one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas. answering said 
unto him. Art thou only a stranger 
in Jerusalem, and hast not known 
the things which are come to pass 
there in these days?

19 And he said unto them. What 
things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all 
the people:

20 And how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered him to be con­
demned to death, and have cruci­
fied him.

21 But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have re­
deemed Israel, and beside all this, 
to day is the third day since these 
things were done.

22 Yea, and certain women also 
of our company made us aston­
ished. which were early at the sep­
ulchre;

23 And when they found not his 
body, they came, saying, that they 
had also seen a vision of angels, 
which said that he was alive.

24 And certain of them which 
were with us went to the sepulchre, 
and found it even so as the women 
had said: but him they saw not.

Everybody in Jerusalem. Cleopas 
said, was talking about what had 
happened to Jesus, the Nazarene. 
They poured out their hearts and 
disappointmenU to the Unknown 
Companion who had joined them. 
They had learned from the women, 
from the angels, and from Peter 
and John the story of the empty 
tomb, but they were still sad be­
cause they had not seen Jesus. They 
were slow to believe the things 
which had been told them and the 
possibility of his resurrection. The 
prophets had foretold the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and Je­
sus himself had told his disciples 
that he was to die and would be 
raised again, but they were slow of 
heart and they lacked understand­
ing. . Does Jesus find occasion to 
rebuke us today who profess his 
name and claim to be his disciples, 
but when we face difficulties and 
discouragements are disposed to 
give up in despair? .

Are you weary, are you he*n-  
hearted?

Tell it to Jesus, tell it to Jesus.

• Increase our faith. Lord, that 
what thou hast spoken not onlj 
through the law and the prophet 
but what thou hast told us in thine 
own ministry on earth and tn 
heaven, may give to our hearts the 
assurance that thou wilt do that 

that thou hast promised to do.

FRIDAY. APRIL II
From Gloom to Joy—Luka 24:2341

25 Then he said unto them, o 
fools, and slow of heart to belite 
all that the prophets hate spoken

26 Ought not Christ to have suf­
fered these things, and to enter into 
his glory?

'27 And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

28 And they drew nigh unto the 
village, whither they went: and ht 
made as though he would have gone 
further.

29 But they constrained him, sav­
ing, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent. 
And he went in to tarry with them.

30 And.it came to pass, as he sal 
at meat with them, he took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
to them.

31 And their eyes were opehed. 
and they knew him.; and he van­
ished out of their sight.

32 And they said one to another. 
Did not our heart burn within w. 
while he talked with us by the way. 
and while he opened to us the 
scriptures?

33 And they rose up the same 
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, 
and found the eleven gathered to­
gether. and them that were with 
them,

34 Saying, The Lord is risen in­
deed. and hath appeared to Simon.

35 And they told what things 
were done in the way, and how he 
was known of them tn breaking of 
bread.

Joseph Fort Newton, in his ser­
mon, The Presence," said that If 
the Bible were about to be de­
stroyed and he could save only one 

flying leaf, that leaf would be the 
story of the walk’* Emmaus. "The 
words thrill me, a radiant person­
ality touches me. Ages of doubt 
and cruelty may lie between, but 
the light shines and there are foot­
steps by my side." When Bishop 
Thobum was returning from India, 
years ago, a man said to him. "I 
have been told that you are a mis­
sionary of-the Christian religion. 
Don't you inow that Jesus Christ 
Is dead, and that he was buried 
more than eighteen centuries ago?" 
The good bishop answered, “My 
friend, you are mistaken. He is 
living, for I have talked with him 
this morning in my room." The 
experience of those two disciples 
has been the experience of multi­
tudes of believers through the ages. 
In our home we may have the sense 
of hip Presence. We know that he 
is living, not only from what the 
Bible tells us, but from what our 
own hearts have felt. We belong to 
the great company of those whose 
eyes at first were holden so that 
they could not recognize Christ; but 
when our eyes were opened, we saw 
that it was he.

• Lord, we thank thee for the sense 
bl the Presence of the Living Christ 
whose grace is sufficient for every 

need.

SATURDAY. APRIL 12
Victory orar th*  Grav* — 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58

50 Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth cor­
ruption inherit incorruption.

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall 
have put on inCorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortal­
ity. then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?

56 The stinti of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law.

57 But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us -the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved breth­
ren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, al­
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not tn vain in the 
Lord.

The departure of a believer Is a 
coronation experience. The New 
Testament does not call such an 
Experience death, but a sleep. We 
all shall not sleep, but when Jesus 
comes again, we shall all be 
changed. We. shall realize fully, 
then, the significance of the scrip- ■ 
tural teaching that death is swal­
lowed up in victory. Christ assures 
every believer that he is victor over, 
death; in the resurrection of which • 
Christ is the first fruits, we shall 
come forth with bodies incorrupt­
ible, immortal, heavenly. We shall 
be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is, and we shall ever be with 
the Lord. With the assurance of 
such a victory, let us go on with 
confidence so that we may say with 
the apostle, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.” The last 
words of Dwight L. Moody were. 1 
“If this is death, there is no valley. 
This is glorious. I have been with­
in the gates, and I saw the chil­
dren! Earth is receding; Heaven 
is approaching! God is calling me!"

• Take from our hearts all fear of 
death as thou dost give us the as­
surance of thy Presence with us in 
life and in death, and of the victory 
through the resurrection which 
thou dost vouchsafe to everyone 

who believes.

SUNDAY. APRIL 13
DeUr*r»d  from Death—Psalm 16

4Preserve me, O God: for in thee 
do I put my trust.

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto 
the Lord, Thou art my Lord: my 
goodness extendeth not to thee;

3 But to the saints that are in 
the earth, and to the excellent, in 
whom is all my delight.

4 Their sorrows shall be multi­
plied that hasten after another god: 
their drink offerings of blood will I

not offer, nor take up their names 
into my Ups. >

5 The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance and of my cup: thou 
maintainest my lot.

6 The Unes are fallen unto me in 
peasant places; yea, 1 have a good­
ly heritage.

I will bless the Lord, who hath 
given me counsel: my reins also in­
struct me in the night seasons.

8 I have set the Lord always be­
fore me: because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my glory refoiceth: my flesh also 
shall rest in hope.

10 For thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.

11 Thou wilt shew me the path 
of life: in thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore.

As we turn back to the Gid Testa­
ment, we find, again and again, the 
assurance that the man who takes 
refuge in the Lord should have no 
fear concerning life beyond the 
grave. Job himself asked a ques­
tion: “If a man die, shall he live 
again?” and answered that question 
with an unshaken faith, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust him:

. . For I know that my redeemer 
liveth. and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my skin worms de­
stroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.” Likewise, the 
psalmist, here and elsewhere, sets 
at rest any doubts that God will 
take care of his people in life, in 
death, and in the land beyond. The 
early Christians were victorious be­
cause the heart of their message 
was the risen, reigning Christ, and 
they believed that they, too, would 
share the resurre«tion experiences 
of their Lord.

When with the ransomed in glory 
His face I at last shall see.

Twill be my joy thro’ the ages 
To sing of His love for me.”

• We cannot see all the days before 
us, our Lord, but we follow in the 
knowledge that thou wilt lead us 
in thy power and take us unto thy­
self in the heavenly home which 

thou art preparing for us.

Pao*  Twaatyata
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Using Witnessing Power 
Acta 8:14: 4:0 20

Printed and in Dal, /tending* In Manduy and Taaaday

Golden Text: They were all tilled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldnea.
Acts 4:31.

MONDAY. APRIL 14
Pow»r to WitnessActa 4:5 12

5 T And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that their rulers, and eld­
ers'. and scribes,

6 And Annas the high priest, and 
Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, 
and as many as were of the kindred 
of the high priest, were gathered 
together at Jerusalem.

7 And when they had set them in 
the midst, they asked, By what 
power, or by what name, have ye 
done this?

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
GhdsT.said unto them. Ye rulers of 
the people', and elders of Israel,

9 // we this day be examined of 
the good deed done to the impotent 

1 man. by what means he is made 
whole;

10 Be It known unto you all, and 
to all the'people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Naza­
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised fruht the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before 
you whole.

11 This fs the stone which was 
set at nought ofyou builders, which 
is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.

The , priests, the elders, the 
xcribes. and their associates sought 
to suppress the testimony concern­
ing the resurrection of Jesus, but 
they could not explain the healing 
of the lame man at the Beautiful 
Gate of the Temple. The works of 
God. whether in the healing of the 
sick or in the transformation of 
character, are unanswerable. ‘Since 
they saw .the man standing with 
them, who had been healed, they 
had nothing to answer" (Montgom­
ery • The religious leaders of Jeru- 

\ salem were disturbed more by the 
acts of the apostles than by their 
arguments, although they could not
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refute their testimony. A son testi­
fied the other day that he was led 

. to trust Christ, not so. much by the 
message of the preacher, as by the 
life of his mother. There was some­
thing about that life which he could 
not explain apart from her faith. 
The religious leaders in Jerusalem 
knew that there was some power 
unknown to them which enabled 
these men to cure the cripple. Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, gave the 
credit to God, not to man. He exalt­
ed the name of Jesus Christ, for 
that name not only enabled the 
cripple to stand before them strorig 
and well, but that name is the only 
name under heaven whereby men 
must be saved. Mohammed cannot 
save, Confucius cannot save, Bud­
dha cannot save, good works cannot 
save, ordinances cannot save; only 
Jesus Christ can save.

• We thapk thee, our Father, for 
the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ. Help us so to live this day 
that men may see our good works 

and glorify thee.

TUESDAY. APRIL 15
Pow.r to Be Bold—Acta 4:1M9

13 f Now when they saw the bold- 
Peter and John' and Pgr' 

cetbed that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men. they marvelled; 
and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus.

14 And beholding the man which 
was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it.

15 But when they had command, 
ed them to go aside out of the coin- 
cil, they conferred among then- 
selves.

16 Saying. What shall we do to 
these men? for that indeed a nota­
ble miracle hath been done by then 
is manifest to all them that dwell 
in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny

17 But that it spread no further 
among the people, let us strailly 
threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name.

18 And they called them, and 
commanded them not to speak a! 
all nor teach in the name of Jesu

19 But Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and 
heard.

Peter and John were neither 
ashamed nor afraid. Efforts to si­
lence them by threats only embold­
ened them to bear testimony to the 
name of Jesus. "We cannot bu: 
speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.” When Polycarp, 
a disciple of the apostle John, was 
commanded by his enemies to revile 
Christ, he replied: "Four score and 
six years have I served Him. and 
He hath done me no wrong. How 
can I blaspheme my King who 
saved me?” The Holy Spirit gives 
to men and women, whose lives are 
in accord with their profession, 
holy boldness to witness for Ood 
Missionaries when threatened with 
death have been faithful to their 
Lord, through the centuries mar­
tyrs have sealed their testimony 
with their blood. Despite "trial of 
cruel mocklngs and scourgings. yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprison­
ment,” they were unfaltering in 
their devotion. When James Han- 
nington, on his road to Uganda. 
Africa, faced the soldiers of 
M’wanga, the arch persecutor of 
Christians, be said, just before he

Th. Better Hon” 

was killed: “Tell your king that I 
am dying for the people of Uganda, 
and that I have bought the road to 
Uganda with my Ute.”

• Give us courage today to say and 
do those things that will exalt the 

name of Saviour.

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 16
Boldness by Faith—Daniel 3:13-18

13 J Then Nebuchadnezzar in his 
rage and fury commanded to bring 
Shadrach. Meshach, and Abednego. 
Then they? brought these men be­
fore the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and 
said unto them, Is it true, O Shad­
rach, Meshach, and Abednego, do 
not ye Serve my gods, nor worship 
the golden image which 1 have set 
up?

1$ Now if ye be ready that at 
what time ye hear the sound ol the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut. psalt­
ery, and dulcimer, and a]l kinds of 
musnek, ye fall down and worship 
the image which 1 have made; well: 
but if ye worship not, ye shall be 
cast the same hour into the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace; and who 
u that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed­
nego. answered and said to the 
king. O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this mat­
ter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand. O king.

18 But if net. be it known Unto 
thee. O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up.

This Is one of the stories of which 
the world never grows weary of 
hearing. Here is pictured the con­
flict between the God of Daniel and 
the god of the heathen king. It 
was also a test of the faith and 
courage of men who worshiped and 
served God. They believed that 
their God would be able to deliver 
them, but the real test of their faith 
comes in their declaration: "But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king, 

' that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up." Even If God 
should seem for a moment to fall 
us. we will do right anyway. If 
some sorrow, some affliction, some
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adverse circumstance, has come 
into our lives, we will not let that 
condition or circumstance of life 
shake our faith in God. Jesus was 
the supreme example when, on the 
cross, after he had cried. “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" he said. “Into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” "Into thy 
hands” is, the decision which every 
child of God should make in every 
hour of trial.
Just when I need Him, Jesus is near. 
Just when I falter, just when I fear; 
Ready to help me. ready to cheer. 
Just when I need Him most.

• So strengthen our faith, sustain 
us by thy grace, that we may let 
the world know that thou and thou 

alone art God.

THURSDAY. APRIL 17 
Not Ashamed ot th. Power— 

Romans 1:7-18

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved' 
of God, called to be saints: Grace 
to you and peace from God our Fa­
ther, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through 
Jesus Christ for you all, that your 
faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom I 
serve with my spirit tn the gospel 
of his Son. that without ceasing 1^ 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you. that I 
may impart unto you some spiritual 
gift, to the end ye may be estab­
lished;

12 That is, that I may be com­
forted together with' you by the 
mutual faith both of you and me.

13 Now 1 would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes 
I purposed to come unto you. (but 
was let hitherto.) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even as 
among other Gentiles.

A4 I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise.

15 So. as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it As the power 
of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth: to the Jew first-, and 
also to the Greek.

We have many things to encour­
age us in our Christian lives: the 
faith and fidelity of our fellow be­
lievers. e the assurance of God’s 
power available to all who believe, 
the revelation of God’s righteous­
ness. the realization of our obli­
gation to the whole world. We may 
profit much by studying Paul’s 
ju-ayer life, and by examining the 
sources of his strength. He was 
strengthened and sustained pri­
marily by the grace of Ood. but he 
was also helped immeasurably by 
the prayers and the faith and the 
deeds of others; others in turn were 
encouraged by Paul’s life and la­
bors. So we. too, by kind faith and 
virtuous deed are to lift up the 
hands that hang down, and make 
straight paths for our feet, that 
others as well as we may be helped 
thereby to walk in the Way. We 
have the gospel which has proven 
its value to the whole world; a gos­
pel which saves Jew and Gentile; a 
gospel which is the saving power 
of God unto everyone who believes. 
Whatever the race, the color, the 
condition in life, God has entrusted 
to us that gospel and we have a 
debt to others which can only be 
discharged by preaching and living 
that gospel.

• We thank thee, our Father, that 
thou hast not only saved us by the 
gospel of Christ, but that thou dost 
sustain and lead us. We accept the 
stewardship of that gospel, that we 
may make Christ known, both to 
our neighbors and to the lost, in 
the uttermost parts of the earth.

FRIDAY. APRIL 18
The Blessing ot Trial—lames 1:11-18

12 Blessed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him.

13 Let no man say when he is 
tempted. I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man:

14 But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed.
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M.—Ua« of .the Tongue. Prov. 12:13-25
T —Th^^Rich and the Poor prov 22;

th* Whw C“P Pr°v 23:

T-~The Worthy Woman. Prov. 31:20-30 
F.-AII Thing. Are Vanity. Ecd. 1.
8.—Vanity of Pouessiona. Eccl, 2:l-u..



15 Then when lust hath con­
ceived. it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin. when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.

r 10 Do not err. my beloved breth­
ren.

n Kvery good gift and every per- . --— — —
feet gift is from above, and cpmeth and whence came they?
down from the Father of lights. 
with whom is no variableness.
neither shadow of turning.

18 Of AU own will bepaf hr u 
wUh th, word of truth, that w, 
should hr a hind of flr.tfrull. of 
his creatures.

No man Is tree rrom temptation 
Even Jesus hlnuelr was tempted In 
all points like as we. yet without 
sin. God does not tempt men. but 
he provides with every temptation 
a way or escape, and that way Is 
through Christ Every child ol God 
may avail hlmaeir ol that deliver­
ance rrom evil and our dally prayer 
should be: “Lead us not Into temp­
tation: but deliver us from evil." 
Temptations come betore us in a 
thousand forms the temptation to 
rollow the crowd, to do evil to com­
promise. to get evil gain, to selfish 
Indulgence. But God has made 
available to us heavenly resources 
' Blessed Is the man that endureth 
temptation" anti trial. One or the 
disastrous results or yielding to 
temptation Is that we blame God or 
blame others even as Adam blamed 
both God and Eve. Dr. A. T Rob­
ertson says “The pitrails are many 
In modem lire. In the country in 
the village, and In the city . . . Rut 
the point made by James la that 
We one. who yields does so because 
or the sin in one’s own heart." Dr. 
RoberUon quotes a woman who 
writes blit or a sordid lite: "No mat­
ter how much humiliation a girl 
has to endure. It is better to en­
dure it than to get Into, thia lire " 
God has not lett us alone “Every 
good and every perfect girt is rrom 
above." In the power and wisdom 
or God we are to make the right use 
or those girts.

SATURDAY, APRIL It

R»»»>a1lon 7:13-17

13 4 nd one of 1 the elders an-
twered. saying unto me. What are 
these which are arrayed in white 

14 And I said unto him. Str. thou 
knowest. And he said to me. These 
are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day 
and night In his temple and he 
that eitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them.

10 They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more: neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat.

11 For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.

Once in a while God lifts the cur­
tain and gives us a glimpse of the 
glorious rewards for those who en­
dure. In the preceding chapter 
John writes; “And when he had 
opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God. and 
for the testimony which they held 
and they cried with a loud voice, 
saying. How long. O Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not Judge and 
avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth?” - All about us 
are men and women who are crying 
out. -How long, o Lord, how long?” 
Here In the Scriptures we have Just 
read Is the promise of ultimate vic­
tory. There will be a multitude In 
that day who have come out or the 
great tribulation, a multitude who 
will enter into the eternal habita­
tion In which there will be no more 
hunger, no more suSerlng. no more 
death. "And God shall wipe away 
an tears from their eyes," and 
Lamb shall be our shepherd. the

We thank thee, our Father,-■ wc ™nx tnee. our Father, for 
the assurance that when we have 
passed through the temptations 
and trials and tribulations or this 
earthly experience, we shall enter

• We are not ashamed, our Fa­
ther. of thee and of what thou hast 
done for us. Strengthen our faith 
and increase our courage so that 
we may always rejoice to confea 

the living faith in our hearts.

glorlou. inheritance 1)ro_ 
Tided for thoae who lore thee and 

are kept by thy power

SUNDAY. APRIL 20
Th. Triumph * Faith Roma*.  I0.|n

• As we go out dally Into the high­
ways or the world, so lead us and 
direct our steps thAt we may hot 
yield to the temptations at lire and 
be defeated by the trials which 

would beat us down.

a But what ,alth ltr Th, word U 
nttth th,,. mn In lht mouth 
tn thv heart: that i,. th, word ,, 
faith, which we preach;

8 That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shaU 
believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the deed 
thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness: and 
with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.

11 For th, scripture ,alth. Who- 
•owtr believeth oh him shall not 
be ashamed.

The word of faith which we 
preach must be in our hearts. Out 
of the heart are the issues of life 
The heart must be cleansed by the 
blood of Jesus before his Spirit can 
dwell therein. No one can see God 
unless he has passed through that 
regenerating experience. “Blessed I 
are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.” “Lord, who shall 
abide in thy tabernacle? who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill? He that 
walkcth uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, and speaketh the I 
truth in his heart.” But it is not ]
enough for us to have God in the 
heart; we must make him known 
to others. We must confess him 
with the mouth. We have a faith 
conditioned here on belief and con­
fession. The light within will shine 
out. The glory of saving faith can­
not be hidden. The man who bc- 
believes is not ashamed, and this 
promise and this provision is for 
all who believe wherever they may 
dwell. “Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved," and it is our business to tell 
all men what God has done for us. 
We confess Jesus Christ not only as 
Saviour, but as Lord.

LEkBON roil AFIUL n. imi

The Early Church Meeting Human Needs
Acte 413MS1 6:1-7

Golden Text^ And the multitude

MONDAY. APRIL 21
The Jerusalem Brotherhood

Acts 4:32 35

32 And the multitude of them 
. that believed were of one heart anq 
of one soul: neither said any of 
them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common.

33 And with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus: and great grace 
was upon them all.

34 Neither was there any among 
them that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the prices 
of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the 
aposttis' feet: and distribution was 
made unto every 'man according as 
he had need.

Paul says in his letter to the Ro­
mans that the Scriptures are writ­
ten for our instruction. We may 
learn from the Jerusalem church 
what we should do as a brotherhood 
in the Lord. The early believers 
were united in heart and soul and 
in the administration of their pos­
sessions. They had learned from 
Christ that a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of his posses­
sions They had learned, too. that 
ownership is vested not in us, 
but in God, the giver of every good 
and perfect gift. They had learned 
that they were stewards; and it is 
required of stewards that a man be 
found faithful. Because they were 
of oiie heart and soul, and because 
they were united in fellowship and 
in service; because they were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 
message of the Lord with boldness; 
there was a response to their wit­
ness, “and great grace was upon 
them all," As there was need in 
their community, they were selling 
their houses and lands and were 
bringing the price of the things and 
laying it at the apostles’ feet. They 
did not sell everything at once, but 
they sold houses and lands as there 
was need and the distribution was
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of them that believed were of one*

not made by themselves, but by the 
apostles. This would correspond to 
the bringing of our offerings to the 
church to be distributed by the 
church where there is need. There 
are several points of difference be­
tween the use of property by this 
early church and communism. It 
was Christian; individual owner­
ship or stewardship of property was 
recognized; the distribution was 
made for and by the church and 
not by the state; it was free of in­
tolerance; it was voluntary, not 
compulsory; it was only for a tem­
porary emergency. “It was a com­
munity of regenerated souls living 
together in a spiritual mastery of 
spiritual goods, seeking divine own­
ership of all things, administering 
their stewardship for the common 
good under a common control" 
■ Dawson).

• Teach us, O Lord, that the prop­
erty which thou hast committed to 
us is to be used in accordance with 
thy will to meet human needs and 
to send thy gospel to the ends of 

the earth.

TUESDAY, APRIL 22
Organized Service—Acte 6:1-7

1 And in those days, when the 
number of the disciples was multi­
plied. there arose a murmuring of 
the Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected 
in the daily ministration.

2 Then the twelve called the mul­
titude of the disciples unto them, 
and said, It is not reason that we 

1 _____________

BAPTIST THAINING UNION READINGS
For Individual Devotion*

M.-Vanity of Labor. Eccl. 2:18-26.
T.—Vanity of Times and Seasons. Eccl. ' 

3:1-15
W.—Vanity of Riches. Eccl. 6:1-15.
T.—Vanity of Avarice. Eccl. 5:18 to 6 :S.
F.—What la the Chief Good? Eccl. 

7:1-15.
8.—Uncertainties of Life. Ecel. 4:10-18.

ieart and of one soul Acts 4:32.

should leave the word of God, and 
serve tables.

3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye 
out among you seven men of hon­
est report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business.

4 But we will give ourselves con­
tinually to prayer, and to the min­
istry of the word.

5 r And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost. and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 
and Parmenas. and Nicolas a prose­
lyte of Antioch:

0 Whom they set before the apos­
tles: and when they had prayed, 
they laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; 
and a great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith.

Into the early church which was 
made up of imperfect people like 
churches of the present day, there 
were projected minor disagreements 
and discords. Among the multitude 
of disciples in Jerusalem, represent­
ing various lands, the widows of 
Grecian Jews complained that they 
were being neglected in this dai’y 
distribution. At certain feasts, fol­
lowing the customs of the years, 
multitudes were present from north, 
east, south, and west. The needs 
of the believers were supplied by 
the church and not by the slate. 
The twelve apostles, believing that 
they should not dissipate their 
energy in details of administration, 
asked the church to select seven 
men “of good report, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom" <ASV) who' 
might look after the tables. The 
apostles needed to “continue sted- 
fastly in prayer and in the min­
istry of the word." These men 
were selected by the church and not 
appointed by the apostles. It was 
a congregational form of church 
government. Organization is not 
the principal thing in a church, but
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it is necessary. When Christ fed 
the five thousand. Luke Ulis us that 
Jesus asked the disciples to have 
the multitude to "sit down by corn- 
panles." He taught us to distribute 
responsibility and Organize for ef- 

Fficient service. Christianty is to 
serve «« well as worship, and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are to follow in the steps of him 
who went about doing good.-
• Teach us. O Lord, that ’as re­
deemed men and women, we are 
not only to love thee with all the 
heart, and with, all the soul, and 
with all the mind, and with all the 
strength, but that we are to love 

our neighbors as ourselves.

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 23
Mutual H*lpfuln*aa—Romana IS: 14

1 We then that are strong ought 
to bear^the infirmities of the weak, 
and not please ourselves.

2 Let every one of us please his 
neighbour for his good to edifica­
tion.

3 For even Christ pleased not 
himself; but. as it is written. The 
reproaches of them that reproached 
thee fell 6n me.

4 For whatsoever things were 
^critten aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through pa­
tience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope.

5 Now the God of patience and 
consolation grant you to be like­
minded one toward another accord­
ing to Christ Jesus:

6 That ye may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify God, even 
the Father oj our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

7 Wherefore receive ye one an­
other,, as Christ also received us to 
tjie glory of God.

8 Now 1 say that Jesus Christ was 
a minister of the circumcision for 
the truth of God. to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers:

9 And that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy; as it is 
written, For this cause I will confess 
to thee among the Gentiles, and 
sing unto thy name.

The Scriptures teach us to be mu­
tually helpful. "One another” is 
found frequently in the Bible. We 
are to pray for one another; show 
tender affection to one another; 
prove one another; edify one an­
other; be of the san<e mind toward 
one another; administer care for 
ope another; forbear one another;

be kind to one another; comfort one 
another; use hospitality one to an­
other; have fellowship one with an­
other. In the parable of the good 
Samaritan, in the story of the 
Judgment in Matthew 25. and in his 
own personal ministry, Christ 
taught us to minister unto the suf­
fering. Our home life and our 
church life will.be strengthened 
when, in faith and practice, we 
bear the infirmities of the weak 
and do nbt seek primarily to please 
ourselves.
• Teach us, our Father, to follow 
the example of Christ who pleased 
not himself, who came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister 

unto others.

THURSDAY, APRIL 24
Forb*arane* and H*lpfuln*aa 

Galaliana S:l-10

1 Brethren, if a man be over­
taken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thy­
self,, lest thou also be tempted.

2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ.

3 For if' a man think himself to 
be something, when he is nothing, 
he deceiveth himself.

4 But let every man prove his 
own work, and then shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and not 
in another.

5 For every man shall bear his 
own burden.

6 Let him that is taught in the 
word communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things.

1 Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlast­
ing.

9 And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore oppor­
tunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith.

Isn’t the apostle saying here that 
if a man be overtaken by any tres­
pass. we are not to criticize or con­
demn, but we are to restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness? Only 
those who are spiritually qualified 
are masters of the art of restora­
tion. We should cultivate this art.

for we know not when wu ourselm 
may be tempted and may be over­
taken A covetous man, whose Ufe 
is inconsistent with his profession 
should not be selected to restore a 
young Christian. Someone who ii 
spiritual, someone whose daily life 
is a testimony to Christ, can most 
effectively render that delicate 
service In this passage we read 
two sentences which seem to be 
contradictory. "Bear ye one an­
other’s burdens, ... For every man 
shall bear his own burden." but 
these are two different words in the 
original. One is a burden of com­
munity interest and the other is an 
Individual burden.

• Give unto us grace and wisdom. 
Lord, to seek out those who are in 
need of an encouraging word and a 
neighborly deed, and minister unto 

that one in the name of Jesus.

FRIDAY. APRIL 25
A Cheerful Service—2 Corinthiani 9:1-1

1 For as touching the ministering 
to the saints, it is superfluous for 
me to write do you:

2 For I know the forwardness of 
your mind, for which I boast of you 
to them of Macedonia, that Achaia 
was ready a year ago; and your zeal 
hath provoked very many.

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, 
lest our boasting of you should be 
in vain tn this behalf; that, as I 
said, ye may be ready:

4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia 
come with me, and find you unpre­
pared. we (that we say not, ye) 
should be ashamed in this same 
confident boasting.

5 Therefore I thought it neces­
sary to exhort the brethren, that 
they would go before unto you, and 
make up beforehand your bounty, 
whereof ye had notice before, that 
the same might be ready, as a mat­
ter of bounty, and not as of covet­
ousness.

6 But this I say. He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully.

7 Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give: not grudgingly, or of neces­
sity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.

8 And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good 
work.

In the preceding chapter Paul 
has commended the saints of Mace­
donia for t^grace of giving. Out 

-of their deep poverty, beyond their 
power, they had given more than 
Paul had hoped; and, instead of the 
preacher entreating them, they had 
entreated him to receive their gifts. 
The secret of their giving is found 
in the statement, “First they gave 
their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God." This 
Scripture verse cites the power of 
a worthy example. "Your zeal hath 
provoked very many." Many others 
in the matter of giving are follow­
ing our example, and scriptural 
giving on our part will lead others 
to give likewise. By the way of a 
reminder, Paul exhorts his brethren 
in Corinth to measure up to his 
expectations and to reach the goal 
in liberality which they had already 
set before them. Thia giving, how­
ever, should hot be primarily be­
cause of what others have done, or 
because we are asked to give; but 
we should give bountifully so that 
we may reap bountifully, and give 
cheerfully that the grace of God 
may abound toward us. God loves 
a cheerful giver, not one who gives 
because he is being watched, or be­
cause he is being compelled to give. 
We should give for love's sake, be­
cause God loved us so much that 
he gave his best for us.
• Open our hearts. Lord, that as 
thou hast given thine only Son to 
us. so we may be constrained, for 
love's sake, to give thee the first 
place in our affections and to bring 

to thee love’s richest gifts.

SATURDAY, APRIL 26
Th* Dlvin* Helper—lacriah 41:4-11

8 But thou, Israel, art my ser­
vant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 
the seed of Abraham my friend.

9 Thou whom I have taken from 
the ends of the earth, and called 
thee from the chief men thereof, 
and said unto thee. Thou art my 
servant; I have chosen thee, and 
not cast thee away.

10 f Fear thou not; for 1 am with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will help thee; yea. I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.

11 Behold, all they that were in­
censed against thee shall be 
ashamed and confounded: they 
shall be as nothing; and they that 
strive with thee shall perish.

12 Thou shall seek them, and 
shalt not find them, even them that 
contended with thee they that war 
against thee shall be as nothing, 
and as a thing of nought.

13 For 1 the Lord thy God will 
hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee. Fear not; I will help thee.

14 Fear not, thou worm JacotC 
and ye men of Israel; I will heli 
thee, saith the Lord, and thy re­
deemer, the Holy Orte of Israel.

15 Behold, I will make thee a new 
sharp threshing instrument having 
teeth: thou shalt thresh the moun­
tains, and beat them small, and 
shalt make the hills as chaff.

16 Thou shalt fan them, and the 
wind shall carry them away, and 
the whirlwind shall scatter them: 
and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, 
and shalt glory in the Holy One of 
Israel.

God will not only protect those 
whom he has chosen to do his will 
and so fortify them that they shall 
have no occasion to fear or be dis­
mayed, but he will strengthen and 
reinforce them that no evil can 
withstand them. Always God is 
saying to us as we undertake to do 
his will. "Fear not; I will help 
thee." This gives us encouragement 
however difficult the circumstances. 
We find in the preceding verses a 
picture of co-operation on the part 
of earthly artisans. How much 
more should we who are in the 
Lord's business co-operate with one 
another, encourage one another, 
because we have the sense of divine 
co-operation and encouragement! 
Whether we are missionaries in 
our own neighborhoods, or go to 
the ends of the earth, we are con­
scious of the presence and power 
of the divine helper, and find in­
creasing joy in the, fellowship of 
others and in co-operative service 
in our Father's business.
• Whatever the trials and tempests 
of life, we are confident. Lord, that 
when we are on missions for thee 
and are doing thy will, thou wilt be 

with us all the way.

4 SUNDAY. APRIL 27
Growth Through G*n*roaity— 

Psalm 112

1 Praise ye the Lord. Blessed is 
the man that feareth the Lord, that 
delighteth greatly in his command­
ments.

2 His seed shall be mighty upon 
earth: the generation of the up­
right shall be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches shall be in 
his house: and his righteousness 
endureth for ever.

4 Unto the upright there ariseth 
light in the darkness: he is gra­
cious. and full of compassion, and 
righteous.

5 A good man sheweth favour, 
and lendeth: he will guide his 
affairs with discretion.

6 Surely he shall not be moved 
for ever, the righteous shall be in 
everlasting remembrance.

7 He shall not be afraid of evil 
tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord.

8 His heart is established, he 
shall not be afraid, until he see his 
desire upon his enemies.

9 He hath dispersed, he hath 
given to the poor: his righteousness 
endureth for ever; his horn shall 
be exalted with honour.

10 The wicked, shall see it. and be 
grieved; he shall gnash with his 
teeth, and melt away: the desire of 
the wicked shall perish.

The man who is geherous, who 
renders cheerful service in Christ's 
name, who seeks first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, shall 
grow in grace, shall abound in 
mercy, shall prosper in material 
things; not that these things con­
stitute his motive for serving—for 
that would be unworthy service— 
but because of the promise of God 
to those who keep his command­
ments and cheerfully do his will. 
God has promised to open the win­
dows and pour out overflowing 
blessings to his people who honor 
him and who bring into the Lord’s 
storehouse their tithes and offer­
ings. The man who puts God first 
in his life and home is not overanx­
ious concerning tomorrow, for his 
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord. 
TWo great Christian laymen testi­
fied recently that-the turning point 
in their business and in their spir­
itual experiences came when they 
made God their partners and gave 
him the supreme place in their 
plans and purposes. One of these 
men. Mr. LeTourneau, said that 
when hard times came he resolved 
to pay his missionary pledge first. 
When he placed God at the top of 
the list, God blessed him.

• Whatever the circumstances that 
beset us we desire, our Heavenly 
Father, to seek first thy kingdom 
and thy righteousness, and to en­

throne thee in our hearts.
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LESSON FOR MAY 4. 1841

The Church Enlarging Its Fellowship
Acte 8:1-8. 14-17. 25

Prints anS aaplainaS if Daily Kaltag far MaaSay

^Golden Text: Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. Acts 8:4.

MONDAY, APRIL 28
Tb* Church Enlarging Ite Fellowship 

Acte 414

1 And Saul was consenting unto 
his death. . And at that time there 
was a great persecution against the 
church which was at Jerusalem:
and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judaea 
and Samaria, except the apostles.

2 And devout men carried 
Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him.

3 As for Saul, he made havock of 
the church, entering into every 
houses entd haling men and women 
committed them to prison.

4 Therefore they that were scat­
tered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.

5 Then Philip went down to the 
of Samaria, and preached 

^Christ unto them.
6 And the people with one accord 

gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spqke. hearing and seeing 
the miracles which he did.

1 For unclean spirits, crying with 
loud voice, came out of many that 
were possessed with them: and 
many taken with' palsies, and that 
were lame, were healed.

8 And there was great joy in that 
city.

Christ commissioned his disciples 
to begin in Jerusalem, but they 
were to extend their missionary 
labors beyond Jerusalem through- 
otit Judea and Samaria, unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth. Did 
not God'permit persecution against 
the church to scatter believers 
abroad in accord with the geogra­
phy of the commission? Back In 
Deuteronomy is a picture of the 
eagle who breaks up the nest to 
compel the little eagles to try their 
wings, although the mother eagle 
is underneath to sustain them in 
their trials. A new day came to 
Christians in Mexico when the na- 

\ tive churches were compelled to 
depend on themselves and on their 
own leadership In China, with the 
migration of mllllorts to the back 

side of China enforced by the in­
vasion of hostile armies, a multi­
tude of believers carried the gospel 
message with them to other multi­
tudes who had never heard the 
name of Jesus. Throughout Chris­
tian history, persecution has fre­
quently had the effect of enlarging 
the fellowship of believers. “They 
therefore that were scattered 
abroad went about preaching the 
word." Persecution in Jerusalem 
brought joy in Samaria.

• We thank thee, our Father, for 
the worldwide vision and task 
which thou hast given us, and know 
that whatever difficulties encom­
pass us, we may enter the open 
door which thou hast set before us.

TUESDAY. APRIL 29
PNIp and the Ethiopian—Acte 8:24-40

26 And the angel of the Lord 
spake unto Philip, saying. Arise, 
and go toward the south unto the 
way that goeth down from Jeru­
salem unto Gaza. which is desert.

27 And he arose and went: and. 
behold, a man of Ethiopia, an 
eunuch of great authority under 
Candace queen of the Ethiopians, 
who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to Jeru­
salem for to worship,

28 Was returning, and sitting in 
his chariot read Esaias-the prophet.

29 Then the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to 
this chariot.

30 And Philip ran thither to him, 
and heard him read the prophet 
Esaias. and said, Understandest 
thou what thou readest?

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 
For Individual Devotion*

M.—Value of Wisdom. Eccl. 10:8-20.
T —Value of Charity. Eccl. 11.
W. Value of Religion. Eccl. 12.
T.—Virion and CalL Jaa. 6.
*'•—Cleansing from Sin Promised I kb 

1:1-20.
8-—The. Sinful Nation. laa. 2:1-8; 3:

31 And he said. How can I, except 
some man should guide me? And 
he desired Philip that he would 
come up and stt with him.

32 The place of the scripture 
which he read was this. He was led 
as a sheep to the slaughter; and 
like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth:
.33 In his humiliation his judg­

ment was taken away and who 
shall declare his generation? for his 
life is taken from the earth.

34 And tfie eunuch answered 
Philip, and said. I pray thee; of 
whom speaketh the prophet this? 
of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus.

36 And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain 
water: and the eunuch said. See. 
here is water; what doth hinder me 
to be baptized?

37 And Philip said. If thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and said, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God.

38 And he commanded the char­
iot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both 
Philip and the eunuch; and he bap­
tized him.

39 And when they were come up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more: and he 
went on his way rejoicing.

40 But Philip was found at Azo- 
tus: and passing through he 
preached in all the cities, till he 
came to Caesarea.

One of the most interesting pic­
tures in New Testament times is 
the picture of the Ethiopian official 
returning from Jerusalem to his 
home. Philip had been bidden by 
the Lord to leave his ministry to 
the multitudes in Samaria to go 
down the desert highway south­
west from Jerusalem. He might 
have wondered why God was taking 
him away from the crowds to the 

desert God took Moses from Egypt 
to the deserts of Sinai to prepare 
him for a bigger work. God sent 
Saul of Tarsus into the deserts of 
Arabia to pa^pare him for a mis- 
sion to the Gentiles. God sent 
Philip from the many villages of 
Samaria to one man driving down 
the highway towards Africa. Some­
body in Jerusalem had put into the 
hands of the Ethiopian a copy of 
the prophecy ot Isaiah, and when 
Philip asked him, “Understandest 
thou what thou readest?" he re­
plied, 4low can I except some man 
should guide me?" There is the 
teacher, and there is the student 
desiring to know the truth. Be­
ginning with that Scripture pasr 
sage, the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah. Philip preached unto him 
Jesus. We may find Jesus through­
out the Old Testament. Philip won 
the Ethiopian official and baptized 
him when he had believed on Jesus 
Christ, and that Ethiopian official 
ihfluenced his country for God. We 
may get discouraged sometimes be­
cause we have only one or two, or 
only a few. in our class, but God 
may use that one or two of • those 
few to make him known to the ends 
of the earth. We are told that only 
one boy was converted in a meeting 
years'ago in North Carolina, but 
that boy was A. T. Robertson, who 
became in his day the greatest 
scholar in New Testament Greek.

• Strengthen our faith, O Lord, as 
we try to be faithful in the little 
things which thou hast committed 
to us. for thou hast taught us that 
the little one shall become a thou­
sand, and the small one a strong 

nation.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30
Foroignon Con varied—I«alah 18:18-25

18 T In that day shall five cities 
in the land of Egypt speak the lan­
guage of Canaan, and swear to the 
Lord of hosts; one shall be called. 
The city of destruction.

19 In that day shall there be an 
altar to the Lord in the midst of 
the land of Egypt, and a pillar at 
the border thereof to the Lord.

20 And it shall be for a sign and 
for a witness unto the Lord of hosts 
in the land of Egypt: for they shall 
cry unto the Lord because of the 
oppressors, and he shall send them 

a saviour, and a great one. and he 
shall deliver them.

•21 And the Lord shall be known 
to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall 
know the Lord in that day. and 
shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea. 
they Shall vow a vow unto the Lord, 
and perform it.

22 And the Lord shall smite 
Egypt he shaU smite and heal it( 
and they shall return even to th^. 
Lord, and he shall be intreated of 
them, and shall heal them.

23 f In that day shall there be d 
highway out of Egypt to Assyria, 
and the Assyrian shall come into 
Egypt, and the Egyptian into As­
syria, and the Egyptians shall serve 
with the Assyrians.

24 In that day shall Israel be the 
third with Egypt and with Assyria, 
even a blessing in the midst of the 
land:

25 Whom the Lord of hosts shall 
bless, saying. Blessed be Egypt my 
people, and Assyria the work of my 
hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

One may be surprised to learn 
that in the land of Egypt were peo­
ple “speaking the language of 
Canaan and loyal to the Lord of 
hosts” (MoffattI, but the gospel can 
find a lodging in the hearts of peo­
ple in any nation. Somebody had 
been doing missionary work. Some 
of the Baptist churches in Italy had 
their beginnings with Italian Bap­
tists who had been won to Christ in 
an Italian mission in Galveston and 
had returned to their homeland to 
be witnesses for Christ. When the 
Baptist World Alliance met in 
Philadelphia in 1911 we were told 
of men in Southeastern Europe who 
had gotten hold of a New Testa­
ment and had begun to read It. 
They put an advertisement in the 
papers in Sofia, asking if anyone 
in the wide, world believed in the 
baptism of believers and the 
preaching of the gospel by be­
lievers. to come to their help and 
baptize them upon profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, the gos- 
pAl of Jesus Christ is still the power 
or God in every nation where men 
hear about God and believe.

• We thank thee. Lord, that where- 
ever men call upon thee with con­
trite, trustful hearts, thou wilt 

hear and answer them.

THURSDAY. MAY 1
Gonttlo* Bocotn* Fellow CIUmm— 

Ephesian* 2:11X2

11 Wherefore remember. that ye 
being in time past Gentiles tn the 
flesh, who are called Uncircum­
cision by that which is called th,e 
Ctrcumsion in the flesh made by 
hands;

12 That at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and with­
out God in the world:

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who hath 
made both one. and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition 
between us;

15 Having abolished in his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of com­
mandments contained in ordi­
nances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man. so making 
peace:

16 And that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby:

17 And came and preached peace 
to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the 
Father.

19 Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fel­
lowcitizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God:

20 And are built upon the foun­
dation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone;

21 In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.

Back through the years a wall 
had stood between the Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jew believed that a 
Gentile could come to God only by 
becoming a Jewish proselyte. Paul 
tells us in Ephesians and Colossians 
that the mystery which for ages 
had been hid in God was revealed 
to the apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit'; namely, that “the Gentiles 
should be fellowheirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel"
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<Eph. 3:6). Christ broke down the 
middle wall which had separated 
the Jew from the Gentile and 
through him, men of every nation. 
Aribe, and tongue may have access 
in one Spirit unto the Father. 
Christ died as much for the man 
in Africa as for the man in Amer­
ica ; and all believers, wherever ’ 
they dwell, are fellow citizens with 
the saints and with the household 
of God. Christ’s gospel breaks down 
the middle wall of partition be­
tween rich and poor, between em­
ployer and employee, between 
educated and uneducated. In his 
church we may all have fellowship 
in his service. One of the clear 
teachings of the New Testament is 
that all believers, whatever their 
rank or standing in the world, have 
a right to equal privileges in the 
church.

• We thank thee, our Father, that 
the way has been opened for all 
who believe to come to thy throne 
of grace, else we might never have 

been saved.

FRIDAY, MAY 2
Jonah* Widened Hori ton—

Jonah 3iM

1 And the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the second time, saying.

2 Arise. go ditto Nineveh. that 
great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that 1 bid thee.

3 So Jonah arose, and went unto 
Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now-Nineveh was an ex­
ceeding great city of three days’ 
journey.

4 Arid Jonah began to enter into 
He city a day's journey, and he 
cried, and said. Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh^ shall be overthrown.

L-

The book of Jonah is one of the 
greatest, world missionary tracts 
ever written. Jonah did not be­
lieve in carrying to alien nations 
the tidings of Israel's God. and 
when God told him to preach unto 
the city which had invaded his own 
land, he went in the other direc­
tion and tried to run away from 
God, as many men and women 
are trying to do these days. But 
he could not escape God; and 
when he had been/disciplined*by 
the Lord, and had been bidden the 
apcond time to go unto Nineveh and 
preach the preaching which God 
had bidden him, he obeyed. Jonah 

was disobedient, but God gave him 
a second chance to do his will. 
After Moses in his impetuosity had 
smitten a man in Egypt and. had 
fled. God gave him another oppor­
tunity. After Simon Peter had de­
nied his Lord, Christ sent him a 
special invitation . to meet him in 

-Galilee and the cowardly apostle 
became a brave witness for Christ. 
"The hope of the world,” said Dr. 
J. W. Storer, "is this: that God 
loves the souls of men whom men 
with souls love not. Whether it be 
in a Nineveh or a Jerusalem, his 
voice is tenderly saying: Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in do wise 
cast out.”’

• Forgive us. Lord, that we have 
been slow of faith and negligent in 
obeying thy command to preach 

the gospel to every creature.

SATURDAY. MAY 3
Nineveh’* Prompt Repentance—

Jonah 3:5 10

5 r So the people of Nineveh be­
lieved God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least 
of them.

6 For word came unto the king 
of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, and he laid his robe from 
him. and covered him with sack­
cloth. and sat in ashes.

1 And he caused it to be pro­
claimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king 
and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 
any thing: let them not feed, nor 
drink water:

8 But let man and beast be cov­
ered with sackcloth, and cry might­
ily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their 
hands.

9 Who can tell if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perish not?

10 * And God saw their works, 
that they turned from their evil 
way. and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would do 
unto them, and he did it not.

After the preaching of Judgment 
and repentance, there followed one 
of the greatest meetings in all 
history, in which multitudes be­
lieved on God, Including the king, 
who exhorted them to repent and 

turn from their evil ways. God hu 
given us in America the opportu­
nity to carry his message to g 
weary, warring world. When God* 
call comes to us as individuals for 
any service in his name, let us arise 
and go where he bids us go. in 
Nineveh, in Ephesus, and in other 
cities of the ancient and modern 
world, when the gospel was 
preached with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, men and women cried 
out, "What must I do to be saved?" 
We wonder if the experiences in 
Nineveh under the preaching of 
Jonah were not similar to the cries 
of conscience-stricken sinners when 
Jonathan Edwards preached on
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God." We are told that God re­
pented of the evil which he said he 
would do unto them. The change 
was not with God, but with the sin­
ners of Nineveh. When men repent 
of their sins, forsake their evil 
ways, and return to God, God al­
ways welcomes them and saves 
them by his grace. He is not will­
ing that any man should perish, 
but that all -should come to repent­
ance.

• Have mercy upon me. O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness: 
according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my trans­

gressions."

SUNDAY. MAY 4
Gentile* Follow the Gleam—iKriah 60:14

1 Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee.

2 For, behold, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people: but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and kings to the bright­
ness of thy rising.

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and see all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee: thy 
sons shall come from far. and thy 
daughters shall be nursed at thy 
side.

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear, 
and be enlarged; because the abun­
dance of the sea shall be converted 
unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall 
cover thee, the dromedaries of 

The Better Horn*

Mid tan and Fphah; all they from 
Sheba shall Mne. they shall bring 
gold and incense; and they shall 
shew forth the praises of the Lord.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be 
gathered together unto thee, the 
rams of Ne ba io th shall minister 
unto thee: they shall come up with 
acceptance on mine altar, and 1 will 
glorify the house of my glory.
IWM are these that fly as a 

cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows? .

9 Surely the isles shall wait for 
me, and the ships of Tarshish first,, 
to bring thy sons from far, their1

LESSON FOR MAY 11. 1941

The Responsibility of the Home 
Regarding Beverage Alcohol 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10

Print rd and axplainad in Daily /trading* far Monday and Turtday

Golden Text: Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old. he will not depart from it 
Proverbs 22:6.

MONDAY. MAY 5
Parental RecponvibiUty— 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 
God is one Lord:

5 And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soui, and with all thy 
might.

6 And these words, which I com­
mand thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart:

7 And thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way. and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for 
a sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes.

9 And thou shalt write .them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on 
thy gates.

This Scripture lesson touches the 
heart of true home life. The daily 
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silver and their gold with them, 
unto the name of the Lord thy God, 
and to the Holy One of Israel, be­
cause 'he hath glorified thee.

The only light for a world In thez 
darkness of sin and superstition\ 
and enmity is Jesus Christ who 1^ 
the Light of the World. Even as 
we write these words, "a black 
cloud shrouds the nations, yet the 
Eternal shines out upon you, his 
splendour on you gleams” (Isa. 
60:2. Moffatt). The only light 
which can come to troubled and 
tempted hearts is Jesus.

papers, the magazines, the radio, 
the movies, the automobile, the 
strenuous business and social en­
gagements. all demand so much of 
our time that we neglect the most 
important asset, the teaching of 
the Word of God in our home and 
the meditations on these teachings 
in our hearts. America’s greatest 
need is more homes which give the 
Word of God the central place in 
their daily schedules. A study of 
the lives of one hundred twenty­
seven foreign missionaries revealed 
the interesting fact that one hun­
dred twenty-one had come from 
homes which had the family altar 
where the Word of God was read

I --------------------
BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotion*

M—The Song of the Vineyard. Isa. 5: 
1-12.

T.—Immanuel Will Come. Isa. 9:1-7. 
W—Return of the Remnant. Isa. 10: 

20-27.
T.—Messiah s Reign. Isa. 11:1-9.
F. Psalm of Thanksgiving. Isa. 12:1-8. 
S.—Jehovah's Triumph. Isa. 23:1-8: 36: 

Something happens when the 
light shines into the hearts of men. 
Then they see and are radiant. 
Their hearts are enriched and they 
bring their wealth unto God. When 
the light shines in, we give the best 
to God. We read further along in 
this chapter, and see that it is not 
for a brief period, as is the sun or 
the moon, but is an Everlasting 
Light and the days of their mourn­
ing shall be ended.
• We thank thee, our Father, that 
thou didst send thy Light into the 
world, the Light which shineth in 

the Darkness.

daily and prayers were offered to 
God—prayers of thanksgiving, of 
confession, of supplication, of inter­
cession. We are thinking now of 
a Baptist home in the Southland 
which gave three children to China 
as missionaries. We have never 
visited a home that seemed more 
like heaven on earth; daily, the 
father read the Word of God, and, 
together, the family Joined in their 
jietitions at the throne of grace. In 
the biography of Dr. J. D. Sandefer 
is the story of a beautiful Christian 
home in which the twelve-year-old 
son read the morning Scripture 
passage and prayed: “Lord, we 
thank thee for keeping us through 
the night. We thank thee for 
Mother and Dad, for the pastor. 
Sunday school teachers and sujier- 
intendents. and for all of our mis­
sionaries." The whole spirit of the 
home was in harmony with the 
simple', heart petition of that lad.

• We thank thee. O Lord, for the 
memories of the homes which thou 
didst give us and for the simple 
faith of those who built those 

homes.
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TUESDAY. MAY 6
A Temperate Family Jeremiah 3S11I1

1 The word which came unto 
Jeremiah from the Lord in the daps 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king 

rof Judah, saying,
2 Go unto the house of the Rech­

abites. and speak unto them, and 
bring them into the house of the. 
Lord, into one of the chambers, and 
give them wine to drink

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son 
of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, 
and his brethren, and all his sons, 
and the whole house of the Rech- 
abites;

4 And 1 brought them intg the 
house of the Lord, into the chamber 
of the sons of Hanan, the son of 
Igdaliah, a man of God, which was 
by the chamber of the princes, 
which was above the chamber of 
Maaseiah the son of Shallum. the 
keeper-ofythe door:

5 And I set before the sons of the 
house of the Rechabites pots full 
of wine, and cups, and I said unto 
them, Drink ye wine.

6 But they said. We will drink no 
kwine: for Jonadab the son of 
| Rechab ohr father commanded us, 

saying. Ye shall drink no wine, 
neither ye, nor your sons for ever:

1 Netthir shall ye build house, 
nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, 
nor have any: but all your days ye 
shall dwell in tents: that ye may 
live many days in the land where 
ye be strangers.

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice 
of Jonadab the son of Rechab our 
father in all that he hath charged 
ui, to drink no wine all our days, 
wt. our wives, our sons, nor our 
daughters;

9 Nort to build houses for us to 
tfiioeU in: neither have we vineyard, 
nor field, nor seed:

10 But we have dwelt in tents, 
and have obeyed, and done accord­
ing to all that Jonadab our father 
commanded us.

11 But it came to pass when 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
came up into the land, that we said, 
Come, and let us go to Jerusalem 
for fear of the army of the Chal­
deans. and for fear of the army of 
the Syrians: so we dwell at Jeru­
salem.

Here Is a picture of a home which 
was brought up to fear God. the
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children did not yield to tempta­
tion, did not drink wine even in the 
name of religion, because their 
father had taught them to drink no 
wine and they had loved him and 
respected his admonitions. They 
were simple, humble people, con­
tented to live in tents and to walk 
in the way of their father. David 
Livingstone said of his father. "He 
deserves my lasting, gratitude for 
presenting me from infancy with 
the continuously pious example. . . . 
By his winning ways he made the 
heartstrings of his children twine 
around him." Frances Willard’s 
father was a total abstainer and 
his membership certificate in a 
temperance society was hung on 
the dining room wall where the 
children could see it every day.

• We thank thee, O God, for thy 
sustaining and strengthening pres­
ence amid all the trials and temp­

tations of life.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7
Reward! and Penal Me.

Jeremiah 35:13-19

12 r Then came the word of the 
Lord unto Jeremiah, saying.

13 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Go and teU the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. Will ye not receive 
instruction to hearken to my 
words? saith the Lord.

14 The words of Jonadab the son 
of Rechab. that he commanded his 
sons not to drink wine, are per­
formed; for unto this day they 
drink none, but obey their father's 
commandment: notwithstanding I 
have spoken unto you, rising early 
and speaking; but ye hearkened not 
unto me.

15 I have sent also unto you all 
my servants the prophets, rising up 
early and sending them, saying, 
Return ye now every man from his 
evil way. and amend your doings, 
and go not after other gods to serve 
them, and ye shall dwell in the land 
which I have given to you and to 
your fathers: but ye have not in­
clined your ear, nor hearkened unto 
me.

16 Because the sons of Jonadab 
the son of Rechab have performed 
the commandment of their father.

which he commanded them, but 
this people hath not hearkened 
unto ink:

17 Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God of hosts, the God of Israel 
Behold. 1 will bring upon Judah and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jeru­
salem all the evil that 1 have pro. 
nounced against them: because 1 
have spoken unto them, but thn 
have not heard: and I have called 
unto them, but they have not an­
swered.

18 r And Jeremiah said unto the 
house of the Rechabites. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Because ye have obeyed the com. 
mandment of Jonadab your father, 
and kept all his precepts, and done 
according unto all that he hath 
commanded you:

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab 
the son of Rechab shall not want a 
man to stand before me for ever.

God used the example of the 
Rechabites as an illustration of a 
lesson which he wished to teach the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem concerning their dis­
obedience. He said in effect, “These 
sons obeyed their father’s com­
mand. but ye have not obeyed me." 
He promised a reward to the 
Rechabites to pass judgment on the 
men of Judah because they dis­
obeyed God. God is a loving 
Heavenly Father to those who have 
been saved by his grace; but he is 
also a Holy God who disciplines his 
children, even as wise and loving 
and just parents discipline their 
disobedient children. Not all suf­
fering comes because of disobedi­
ence. One day when the disciples 
asked. “Who did sin, this man, or 
his parents, that he was bom 
blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither 
hath this man sinned, nor his 
parents, but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him." 
Jesus taught, too. in John 15 that 
fruit-bearing branches are cleansed 
and pruned that they may bear 
more fruit. The writer to the He­
brews asked, "What son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not?" Some 
suffering, some lasses, some judg­
ments, come because of our dis­
obedience, because of our wayward 
lives, because we have forsaken God 
and have gone after other gods 
Let us search our own lives and our 
home to make sure that we are 
obedient to the will of God. and 
that we are doing those things, and 

only those things, that please him. 
The apostle John has this word for 
us. Beloved^f our heart condemn 
us not, then^have we confidence 
toward God. And whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of him. because we 
keep bis commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in 
his sight."

• Search us, O Lord, and know our 
heart-try us and know our 
thougms. and see if there be any 
wicked way in us; and lead us in 

the way everlasting.

(

THURSDAY. MAY 8
Th* Naririte*—Number* t:14

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying.

. 2 Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them. When 
either man or woman shall separate 
themselves to vow a vow of a 
Nazarite. to separate themselves 
unto the Lord:

3 He shall separate himself from 
Vine ^nd strong drink, and shall 
drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar 
of strong drink, neither shall he 
drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat 
moist grapes, or dried.

4 All the days of his separation 
shall he eat nothing that is made 
of the vine tree, from the kernels 
even to the husk.

5 All the days of the vow of his 
separation there shall no razor 
come upon his head: until the days 
be fulfilled, in the which he sepa- 
rateth himself unto the Lord, he 
shall be holy, and shall let the locks 
of the hair of his head grow.

6 All the days that he separateth 
himself unto the Lord he shall come 
at no dead body.

7 He shall not make himself un­
clean for his father, or for his 
mother, for his brother, or for his 
sister, when they die: because the 
consecration of his God is upon his 
head.

8 All the days of his separation 
he is holy unto the Lord.

In his prayer recorded in John 17 
Jesus said. "For their sakes I sanc­
tify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth." 
The primary meaning of sanctifi­
cation is separation, consecration. 

Back in the old days of the nation 
of Israel, men and women similarly 
set themselves apart to the per­
formance of a holy mission. They, 
made a special vow, the vow of a 
Nazirite, “to separate themselves 
unto the Lord." Whatever the 
measure or type of self-denial in 
the life of a Christian, everyone o/ 
us should so identify ourselves witi\ 
Christ's cause and so relate our­
selves to his high and holy ideals 
that the world may be able to dis­
tinguish us from unbelievers. We 
may not be required to follow the 
letter of the Mosaic Law in this 
separation, this consecration, but 
everyone of us should, in spirit and 
in life, come out from among the 
ungodly and so live that men may 
see our good works and glorify our 
Father. A well-known newspaper 
columnist said not long ago that 
one day as he was walking along 
the street his thoughts were evil, 
but when one of God's great minis­
ters passed him he was rebuked in 
heart for entertaining any such 
thoughts; the very presence of a 
man who had separated himself 
from worldly things to magnify 
Christ was a blessing to this man 
of the world.

• We thank thee. Lord, for our 
loved ones whom thou hast given 
us and for our dear friends. Help 
us. for their sakes, to separate our­
selves from the world in our ideals 

and in our living.

FRIDAY. MAY 9
Being a Good Example—

1 Corinthian* 1:4-13

4 As concerning therefore the 
eating of those things that are 
offered in sacrifice unto idols, we 
know that an idol is nothing in the 
world, and that there is none other 
God but one.

5 For though there be that are 
caUed gods, whether in heaven or 
inearth, 'as there be gods many, 
and lords many,)

6 But to us there is but one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and 
we by him.

7 Howbeit there is not in every 
man that knowledge: for some with 
conscience of the idol unto this 

hour eat it as a thing offered unto 
an idol; and their conscience being 
weak is defiled.

8 But meat commendeth us not 
to God: for neither, if we eat, are 
we the better; neither, if we eat 
not, are we the worse.

9 But take heed lest by any 
means this liberty of yours become 
a stumblingblock to them that are 
weak.

10 For if any man see thee which 
hast knowledge sit at meat in the 
idol's temple, shall not the con­
science of him which is weak be 
emboldened to eat those things 
which are offered to idols;

11 And through thy knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for 
whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against the 
brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ.

13 Wherefore, if meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
While the world standeth, lest I 
make my brother to offend.

The solution to many perplexing 
questions is found in these Scrip­
ture verses. Paul is saying that 
meat offered to idols may be neither 
better nor worse than any other 
meat and that the eating of such 
meat is not a sin, unless in so doing 
we offend the consciences of people 
and thereby become a stumbling 
block to them. There are many 
things which are wrong in them­
selves. The drinking of alcoholic 
liquors, regardless of its influence 
on others, is physically and morally 
hurtful to the person who drinks. 
Likewise, gambling is sinful and 
degrading; so with immoral living. 
Evil deeds carry within themselves 
their penalties. Some Christians 
think that they can play cards, not 
for gain, and thereby do no wrong. 
But the ordinary pack of playing 
cards js a chief tool for gambling 
the world around: and such imple­
ments of gambling in the home or 
elsewhere may not only offend the 
consciences of the weak and be a 
stumbling block to them, but it may 
be the first step in teaching them 
to gamble. A child may become a 
gambler because he learned the 
first lesson in the home. A good 
surgeon always cleanses his hands 
before he attempts any operation. 
We must have clean hands and 
pure hearts if we would help others 
spiritually.
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• Lord. so direct our home life and 
our social relationship* that we 
may never be stumbling blocks to 

our associates

the living God. Moreover, we 
should have so much regard and 
respect for our influence that we 
will be slow to do anything, pos­
sibly harmless in Itself, which 
would cause our brother to stumble. 
We are to follow, the example of 
Paul who said more than once that 
if eating meat made his brother of­
fend, he would eat no meat for­
evermore. that he 'cause not his 
brother to stumble. “A great pas­
tor. who declined the offer of tick­
ets to the opera, was asked the 
reason for so doing by his aggrieved 
friend. He. reminded her of the 
care exercised by the surgeons and 
their assistants in their work with 
the human body. He called atten­
tion to the sterilization of instru­
ments. of clothing, of thread and 
needles, and of the precaution 
taken in every way known to medi­
cal science. Why? Because they 
are dealing with life, and they are 
unwilling to take any possible risks 
The minister said. I. too. am deal­
ing with life, spiritual life, eternal 
life, and I am under even greater 
obligation to see that I take no 
risk which may cause my work and 
life and influence to be a menace.’ 
Parents and pastors and teachers 
and friends, who conform to this 
world, are not taking the precau­
tions ordered by the Great Physi­
cian. and need not be surprised if 
spiritual disease and death come to 
those whom they ought to help" 
•W. W Hamilton, a Bible Revival}.

• Help us. O God. to set our affec­
tions on things above and so to live 
that men seeing our good works.

may glorify thee.

SUNDAY, MAY 11
Teaching Children Obedience to Gad— 

P*alm 71:1-7

1 . Give ear, o my people, to my 
law: incline your ears to the words 
of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a par­
able: I will utter dark sayings of 
old:

3 Which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told 
us.

4 We will not hide them from 
their children, shewing to the gen­
eration to come the praises of the 
Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done.

5 For he established a testimony 
in Jacob, and appointed a law tn

SATURDAY. MAY 10
Warning A gate* 1 Wrong InduMc*—

Habakkuk 2:15 20

15 ’ Woe unto him that' giveth 
hit neighbour drink, that puttest 
thy battle to him. and makes! him 
drunken alto, that thou mayest 
look on their nakedness!

16 Thou art filled with shame for 
glory, drink thou also, and let thy 
foreskin be uncovered the cup of 
the Lord’s right hand shall be 
turned unto thee, and shameful 
spewing shall be on thy glory

17 For the violence of Lebanon 
shall cover thee, and the spoil' of 
beasts^-which made them afraid, 
because df men’s blood, and for the 
violence of the land, of the city, 
and of all that dwell therein.

18 T What profiteth the graven 
image that the maker thereof hath 
graven it; the molten image, and a 

^^teacher of lies, that the maker of 
work trusteth therein, to make 

dumb idols?
19 Woe. unto him that saith to 

the wood. Awake; to the dumb 
stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, 
U is laid over with gold and stiver, 
and there is np breath at all in 
the midst of it.

—- 20 But the Lord is in his holy
temple let all the earth keep si­
lence before him.

Habakkuk. who was perplexed by 
the invasion of a foreign loe. by in­
justice and lawlessness and violence 
within ‘his land, and by the de­
struction wrought by devastating 
drought, could not understand 
Gods apparent Indifference. But 
the Lord gave unto the prophet in 
the high fortress the justification 
for this discipline of a nation 
rt hicli, a> pointed out in this chap- 
ter, was guilty of idolatry. Intem­
perance, Immorality. injustice, 
covetousness, and iniquity, Par­
ticularly in this passage which we 
have just read. God pointed out the 
curse of intemperance and of Idol- 

\ atry. The people who name the 
name of the Lord should never pro­
mote or defend any policy which 
contributes to drunkenness and 
which turns the people away from

Israel, which he commanded osr 
fathers, that they should mak, 
them known to their children:

6 That the generation to come 
might know them, even the chil 
dren which should be born, who 
should arise and declare them tn 
their children:

7 That they might set their hope 
in God. and not forget the works of 
God. but keep his commandments.

One of the most Interesting sto­
ries in the Old Testament is found 
back in the book of Joshua. When 
the tribes west of the Jordan River 
heard that the two and one-half 
tribes east had built an altar, they 
prepared to war against their 
brethren east of the river and de­
stroy the altar which seemed to 
them to be an evidence of rebellion 
against God. The two and one-half 
tribes explained that they had 
built that altar not- for burnt offer­
ings, or for meat offerings, or for 
sacrifice, but to remind their chil­
dren of God and to prepare against 
the time to come when “your chil­
dren might speak unto our children, 
saying. What have ye to do with the 
Lord God of Israel?” The same 
concern for the religious training of 
the children is found in our Scrip­
ture passage for this day. "Which 
we have heard and known, and our 
fathers have told us. We will not 
hide them from their children." 
Many of us owe our Christian faith 
and our ideals to our fathers who 
taught us. Let us be as true to our 
own children, “that they might set 
their hope in God.” Dr. H. C. Mabie, 
one of the greatest missionary 
statesmen in the ranks of American 
Baptists, told the story of his first 
missionary impression. When he 
was a little child he attended a 
missionary meeting with his moth­
er. “When the contribution plate 
came to my mother, I saw her slip 
a ring off her finger and lay it on 
the plate, and then I observed that 
she wiped some hot tears from her 
eyes. Then I knew that some great 
thing was going on or my mother 
would not do that. ... It is doubt­
less out of such a childish experi­
ence that there arose in my heart 
such an ideal concerning Christian 
missions,”

* For the sake of those whom thou 
hast given us in the home circle, 
we dedicate ourselves, O God, to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly

in this present world.

LESSON FOR MAY IS. 1M1

^Broadening Christian Horizons: 
Saul’s Conversion

Acts S:! !!
PrintaS mJ a*atabunl in Daily K—dinga far ItaaSay aril Taaaduy

Golden Text: I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision. Acts 26:19.

MONDAY. MAY 12
Saul th* P*r**cutor—Act* 9:1-S

1 And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord, went untq 
the high priest,

2 And desired of him letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that 
if he found any of this way. wheth­
er they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jeru-

3 And as he journeyed, he came 
near Damascus: and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light 
from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and 
heard a void saying unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5 And he said. Who art thou. 
Lord? And the Lord said. I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is 
hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.

6 And he trembling and aston­
ished said.. Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? And the Lord said 
unto him. Arise, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do.

7 And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless, hearing 
a voice, but seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth; 
and when his eyes were opened, he 
saw no man: but they led him by 
the hand, and brought him in to 
Damascus.

In writing to his young friend. 
Timothy. Paul said of himself. 
“This is a faithful saying, and wor­
thy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. How­
beit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might 
shew forth all longsufferlng. for a 
pattern to them which should here­
after believe on him to life' ever­
lasting." Paul’s own experience is 
assurance that the worst sinner in 
our own community may be saved 

by the grace of God. According to 
Paul’s testimony, he delivered into 
prisons both men and women and 
consented to the death of the 
saints. As he went on his way to 
Damascus to arrest others of the 
Way, whether men or women, he 
met the Living Christ face to face. 
He could no longer doubt the real­
ity and power of Jesus Christ. 
When Nathanael asked Philip, “Can 
there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip answered, “Come 
and see." We would not debate 
with anyone who doubts the person 
and deity of Christ. We would only 
ask that he be honest and sincere 
enough to put Christ to the test— 
“Come and see.” Not all men have 
the same experiences as Saul of 
Tarsus, but all men may know that 
Christ is Saviour and Lord. Years 
ago we met a man who for many 
years had been a professed atheis^, 
lecturing on infidelity in nearly 
every state In the Union; but one 
night when, in his perplexities, he 
cried In all sincerity unto God, * O 
God. if there be a God, show thy­
self unto me.” God heard that cry 
and saved the sinner who sincerely 
sought the Way.
• Amidst the world turmoil, we 
thank thee, our Father, that our 
faith rests in One whom we met 

face to face, the Living Christ.

TUESDAY. MAY 13
Saul'* Conversion—Act* 9:9 16

9 And he was three days without 
sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

t --------------------
BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS

For Individual Devotion*

M.—Woe unto Ephrelm. I*a. 28:1-13. 
T.—Trust Jehovah, not Egypt. I*a. 31 
W.—AMyria'* Army Slain. Ina. 37:14-20.

36-38.
T.- Hexekiah * Recovery. Im.. 38:1-15. 
F.—Jehovah Comfort*. I»a. 40:1-11.
8. —Jehovah * Sen-ant Isa. 42:1-13.

10 r And there was a certain dis­
ciple at Damascus, named Ananias; 
and to him said the Lord in a vi­
sion, Ananias. And he said. Behold, 
I am here. Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him. 
Arise, and go into the street which 
is called Straight, and enquire in 
the house of Judas for one called 
Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he 
prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias coming in. and 
putting his hand on him, that he 
might receive his sight.

. 13 Then Ananias answered. Lord, 
I have heard by many Of this man, 
how much evil he hath done to thy 
saints at Jerusalem:

14 And here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all 
that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen ves­
sel unto me, to bear my name be­
fore the Gentiles, and kings, and 
the children of Israel:

16 For I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name's 
sake.

When Saul of Tarsus met Jesus, 
he asked two questions, "Who art 
thou, Lord?” and “What wilt thou 
have me to do?" From that hour 
until he reached the end of his 
earthly journey, he sought to fol­
low wherever Jesus Christ, his Sav­
iour and Lord, led him. Jesus 
himself might have told Saul of 
Tarsus directly what he should do, 
but he chose one Ananias, a devout 
man according to the law. to in­
struct Saul what he should do. 
Ananias revealed to him that God 
had appointed him “that thou 
shouldest know his will, and see 
that Just One. and shouldest hear 
the voice of his mouth” <22:141. 
The next step was to be baptized 
as a symbol of his spiritual experi­
ence. According to the divine plan 
as revealed in the Acts, saved peo­
ple should follow Christ in baptism. 
God uses us as his witnesses to lead
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men and women to believe on him, 
and to instruct .them in what they 
should do as followers of Christ. 
Henceforth, the man who had been 
zealous for Odd according to the 
law of his fathers was to be as zeal- 

fous for Jesus Christ He knew 
Whom he had believed and was 
persuaded that he was able to keep 
that which he had committed unto 
him. For him to live was 'Christ. 
One of our greatest Jewish evan- 
gelisU tells how a Christian friend 
IM him into the light when he was 
seekihg the Way. Hyman Appel- 
man, a young Jewish lawyer from 
Chicago, was passing through Kan­
sas City on a vacation trip to the 
West. He met a reporter on a Kan­
sas City daily and their conversa­
tion led to an argument about the 
New Testament. The newspaper­
man suggested to the Jewish lawyer 
that he had better learn more 
aboutjjie New Testament before 
discussing) it further. The young 
attorney bought a copy of the New 
Testament and read the Gospel of 
John. Going on to Denver he met 
a pastor in that city who led him 
to Christ.

• Help us'to to live, dear Lord, that 
when sinners are seeking the Light, 
|thou canst use us to direct them 

* to thee.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
Foal's Testimony Acta 22:1-13

I Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hear ye my defence which I make 
now unto you.

.2 (And when they heard that he 
spake in the Hebrew tongue to 
them, they kept the more silence/ 
apd he tsaith.)

3 I am verily a man which am a 
Jew, bom in Tarsus, a city tn Ci­
licia, yet brought up in this city at 
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught 
according to the perfect manner of 
the law of the father, and was zeal­
ous toward God. as ye all are this 

1. day.
1 Andi persecuted this way unto 

the death, binding and delivering 
into prisons both men and women.

5 As also the high priest doth 
bear me witness, and all the es­
tate of the ciders: from whom also 
I received letters unto the breth­
ren, and went to Damascus, to bring 
them which were there bound unto 
Jerusalem, for to be punished.

6 And it came to pass, that, at I 
made mu journey, and was come 
nigh unto Damascus about noon, 
suddenly there shone from heaven 
a great light round about me.

7 And 1 fell unto the ground, and 
heard a voice aagihg unto me. Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?

8 And I answered. Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said unto me. I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per­
secutest.

9 And they that were with me 
saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid; but they heard not the voice 
of him that spake to me.

10 And 1 said. What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me. 
Arise, and go into Damascus; and 
there it shall .be told thee of all 
things which are appointed for thee 
to do.

11 And when I could not see for 
the glory of that light, being led by 
the hand of them that were with 
me, I came into Damascus.

12 And one Ananias, a devout 
man according to the law, having 
a good report of all the Jews which 
dwelt there,

13 Came, unto me, and stood, and 
said unto me. Brother Saul, receive 
thy sight. And the same hour I 
looked up upon him.

Paul's experience is given three 
times in the book of Acts, once by 
Luke in his account of Paul’s con­
version, and by Paul at Jerusalem 
and Caesarea in chapters 22 and 
26 of Acts. He probably told his 
experience wherever he went. He 
was a Jew who had received his 
religious instruction at the feet of 
Gamaliel and was zealous for God. 
Paul himself wrote: "Though I 
might also have confidence In the 
flesh. If any other man thinketh 
that he hath whereof he might 
trust in the flesh, I more: circum­
cised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touch­
ing the law. a Pharisee; concerning 
zeal, persecuting the church; 
touching the righteousness which 
Is in the law, blameless. But what 
things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ." Saul of 
Tarsus with all of his academic and 
religious training was not ready to 
be a witness until he had met Je­
sus. had surrendered to do his will, 
had been instructed by a good man 
who was acquainted with the sav­
ing grace of God. In many missing 

fields young converts are require 
to pass through a period of instruc 
tion before they are received into 
the fellowship of the church 

• Lord, lead u< In the atudy ol th.
Into *n

with thy work that we may lnairu« 
others who would come Into tht 

knowledge ot the truth.

THURSDAY. MAY 15 
Giving Up All for Christ —

Philippian* 3tl-14

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in 
the Lord. To write the same things 
to you. to me indeed is not grievous 
but for you it is safe.

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil 
workers, beware of the concision.

3 For we are the circumcision, 
which worship God in the spirit, 
and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh.

4 Though I might also have con­
fidence in the flesh. If any other 
man thinketh that he hath whereof 
he might trust in the flesh, 1 more:

5 Circumcised the eighth day. of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He­
brews; as touching the law, a Phar­
isee;

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church; touching the'righteous- 
ness which is in the law, blameless.

7 But what things were gain to 
me. those I counted loss for Christ:

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that 1 may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not hat­
ing mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by 
faith:

10 That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death;

11 // by any means I might at­
tain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.

12 Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already per­
fect: but 1 follow after, if that 1 

may apprehend that for which also 
1 am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13 Brethren^ count not myself 
to have apprehended but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are 
before,

14 / press toward the mark for 
the prize of the htgh calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.

No man of his day had a better 
family background than Saul of 
Tarsus. He was a religious leader 
beyond his equals. He was one of 
the best educated men of his gen- ( 
eration. He had wide influence 
among his friends. He was blame­
less so far as the law’ was con­
cerned; but with all of those 
achievements, he waS the chief of 
sinners and only the grace of God 
could save him. When Christ came 
into his life, he realized that those 
things which were gain to him 
personally were loss for Christ. God 
could and would use a man who 
was personally equipped, who was 
willing to be transformed by divine 
grace, and who would transfer the 
center ,pf his life from himself to 
Christ. His supreme desire was that 
he might know Christ, that he 
might know the power of his resur­
rection, and the chastening fellow­
ship of suffering. Henceforth, he 
set his face forward to the goal of 
the upward calling.

• We are not worthy to be good 
soldiers of thine, our Lord, until 
thou • hast redeemed us from the 
power of darkness and hast disci­
plined us in service and suffering.

FRIDAY, MAY 16
Saved Through Grace—Galatian* 1:11-17

11 But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached 
of me is not after man.

12 For I neither received it of 
man. neither was I taught it, but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For ye have heard of my con­
versation tn time past in the Jews’ 
religion, how that beyond measure 
I persecuted the church of God, and 
wasted it:

14 And profited in the Jewi’ re­
ligion above many my equals in 
mine own nation, being more ex­
ceedingly zealous of the traditions 
of my fathers.

15 But phen it pleased God. who 
separated me from my mother's 
womb, and called me by his grace,

16 To reveal his Son tn me, that 
I might preach him among the 
heathen; immediately 1 conferred 
not with flesh and blood:

17 Neither went 1 up to Jerusa- ( 
lem to them which were apostles 
before me; but I went into Arabia, 
and returned again unto Damascus.

Throughout his ministry, Paul 
sought to make clear the truth, 
that he was what he was by the 
grace of God, not by his personal 
attainments. “But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done 
away." The grace of God saved 
him; God by his grace called him. 
God’s grace was sufficient for him. 
in every time of trial. He possessed 
gifts according to the grace that 
was given him He preached that 
men were saved by grace and not 
by works. Where sin abounded, 
grace abounded much more. As sin 
reigned unto death, so grace 
reigned unto eternal life. Paul also 
taught that God has bestowed his 
grace upon us that we might be 
the better equipped to serve him. 
We are to abound in the grace of 
giving not only money, but life. The 
supreme example set before us as* 
expressed in the words. For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might 
be rich." "And God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that 
ye. always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every 
good work.” God has saved each 
one of us for a good purpose; what 
is that purpose in my life? "God 

. . called me by his grace, to re­
veal his Son in me.”

• Lord, reveal unto us thy purpose 
for our lives and use us to fulfil 

that purpose.

i SATURDAY. MAY 17
Appointed to Service—1 Timothy 1:12-17

12 And I thank Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me faithful, put­
ting me into the ministry;

13 Who was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecuter. and injurious: but 
I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief.

14 And the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus.

15 This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am 
chief.

» 16 Howbeit for this cause I ob­
tained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might shew forth all long- 
suffering. for a pattern to them 
which should hereafter believe on 
him to life everlasting.

17 Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Paul marveled that although he 
had been the chief of sinners, a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, an enemy 
of believers, God conferred his 
grace upon him. Christ Jesus, his 
Lord, counted him faithful and ap­
pointed him to his service. He had 
committed all to Christ, and Christ 
had committed to him his truth— 
"the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God.” Paul knew how to become 
all things to all men, if by all means 
he might win some. He had a stew­
ardship entrusted to him. and he 
was faithful to that stewardship. 
Christ died for us; and we who live 
ought no longer to live unto our­
selves. but unto him who for our 
sakes died and rose again. He 
saved us to serve, not to sit and 
wait in idle contemplation. Christ 
himself did not pray that we might 
be taken out of the world, but that 
we should be kept from the evil one 
and be his witnesses. In the midst 
of a vile environment in the slums 
of a Japanese city. Kagawa bore 
testimony to God's saving grace 
and thus was the means of trans­
forming the lives of many who 
touched his life.

• God give us strength and grace 
to overcome every adversary of the 
soul and magnify thee in our lives.

SUNDAY, MAY 18
The Riche* of Grace—Ephesian* 2:1-10

1 And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and 
sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that
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now worketh in the children of 
disobedience:

S Among whom also we all had 
our conversation tn times past in 
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the chil­
dren of wrath, even as others.

4 But God. who is rich tn mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he 
loved us,

5 Eten when we were dead hi 
sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;)

6 And Kath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heav­
enly places in Christ Jesus:

1 That in the ages to come he 
might shew the exceeding riches of

hts grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before or­
dained that we should walk in 
them.

The believer has true riches 
which endure forever. With Paul, 
count your blessings as enumerated 
in this passage of Scripture; re­
demption from sin. eternal life, a 
member of God's family, fellowship

LESSON FOR MAY 25. 1941

Broadening Christian Horizons: 
Peter’s Vision

Acte IhS-ll 
Prints .nJ in D^l, t.r H.nO, .nJ TvSny

Golmh Tot: Than P.t.r op.n.d hi. mouth, and Mid. Ot a truth I pare.lv. that God Is no respecter 
of persons. Acts 10:34.

MONDAY, MAY 19
Peter s Vtaloa Acte 11:640

5 / was in the city of Joppa pray­
ing: and in a trance I saw a vision, 
A certain vessel descend, as it had 
been a great sheet, let down from 
heaven by four comers; and it 
came even to me:

8 Upon the which when 1 had 
fastened mine eyes, I considered, 
and saw fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, qnd wild beasts, and creep- 
*tg things, and fowls of the air.

7 And I heard a voice saying unto 
me. Arise, Peter; slay and eat.

8 But I said. Not so. Lord: for 
nothing common or unclean hath 
at any time entered into my mouth.

9 But the voice answered me 
again from heaven. What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou com­
mon.

10 And this was done three 
times: and all were drawn up again 
into heaven.

We may consider with profit/he 
steps in the development of Peter 

as a Christian; his .introduction to 
Jesus by his brother; his confession 
of Christ as the Son of the Living 
God; his lesson in renunciation of 
self; his denial of Jesus; his fellow­
ship with the risen Christ; his bold­
ness in witnessing for Christ in 
Jerusalem; and his suffering for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. He had gone 
a long way since he first met Jesus 
in Galilee, but he still needed to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of his Lord and Saviour. He had 
received the commission of Christ, 
but he was not yet a world mission­
ary, even after his glorious experi­
ence as a preacher on the day of

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotion.

M.—Johovah Our Saviour. Isa. 43:1.J3. 
T —Jehovah Forgives Rina. Isa. 44:21-211. 
w -Salvation for All. Isa. 49:1-13.
T- The Servant Suffer. Shame. IM. 53.
F. Mercy for All. IM. 55.
8—The Glory of Zion. Isa. 60:1-3; 61: 

with God in heavenly places, the 
riches of God's grace. God's kind- 
ness. and the workmanship of God 
Men who have houses and land, 
and earthly goods can carry none 
of them to the home eternal except 
as they lay up treasures in heaven 
by investments in the name of 
Jesus and for his sake We have 
treasures untold made available to 
us by our Father s grace Our grat­
itude to him for his goodnes 
prompts us to live for his glory, to 
do justly, to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with’our God We are 
saved not by good works, but for 
good works.

• Make us content, dear Lord, to 
glorify thee on earth and to sene 

those who are in need.

Pentecost. God had to show him 
by a vision, by a vivid object lesson, 
that the gospel was for the Gentile 
as well as the Jew. While praying 
on the flat housetop of his friend. 
Simon the tanner, waiting for the 
simple meal to be prepared, he fell 
into a trance and saw a vision. 
Peter saw a sheet let down filled 
with four-footed beasts and wild 
beasts and creeping things and 
fowls of the air. Those four-footed 
beasts, doubtless, included swine, 
and when Peter the Jew was bidden 
to slay and eat. he said. "Not so, 
Lord." Many of us when God has 
bidden us do something which did 
not appeal to us have answered, 
"Not so. Lord." God called Jonah 
to go to Nineveh and preach Jo­
nah, by his actions, said. "Not so, 
Lord." He may have bidden some 
of us to preach or to go as a for­
eign missionary or to serve in some 
humble place at home, and we an­
swered, "Not so, Lord.” We should 
learn like Peter that what God has 
cleansed, that is not to be called 
common. We can glorify God in the 
menial task as well as in the larger 
one. These verses teach that

We will come nearer finding the 
will of God as we pray: that we are 
to do his will when It is unmis­
takably revealed, even if It conflicts 
with our platband prejudices, and 
we are to make Christ known to all 
people, whatever their race or color 
or nationality.

• Teach me. Lord, to love all for 
whom thou haM died and to whom 
thou hast bidden me carry the 

message of thy saving grace.

Z

TUESDAY, MAY 20
Th. Go.pol for AU Mon—Acte 11:11-19

11 And, behold, immediately there 
were three men already come unto 
the house where I was, sent from 
Caesarea -unto me.

12 And the spirit bade me go with 
them, nothing doubting. Moreover 
tl/iese six brethren accompanied 
me. and we entered into the man's 
house:

13 And he shewed us how he had 
seen an angel in his house, which 
stood and said unto him; Send men 
to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose 
surname is Peter;

14 Who shall tell thee words, 
whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved.

15 And as I began to speak, the 
Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us 
at the beginning.

16 Then remembered I the word 
of the Lord, how that he said, John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghqst.

17 Forasmuch then as God gave 
them the like gift as he did unto us. 
who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; what was I, that I could 
withstand God?

18 When they heard these things, 
they held their peace, and glorified 
God. saying, Then hath God also 
to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life.

God uses human instrumentali­
ties in winning the unsaved and 
training the saved. When Cornelius 
■ought to know more about God: 
an angel from heaven might have 
carried the divine message to him 
directly, but God's plan is to use 
sinners saved by grace to tell other 
sinners how to be saved. God pre­
pared Simon Peter to take the mes­
sage to a Gentile, and he prepared 

the heart of the Gentile to receive 
the message. This was one of the 
greatest jdays in the history of 
Christianity. Cornelius was a de­
vout man and one that feared 
God with all his house, who gave' 
alms and prayed. But he was fiot 
saved, for Peter told the Jerusalem 
church that his commission was to 
tell Cornelius "words whereby thouz 
and thy house shall be saved." Al^ 
in the household of Cornelius whd^ 
heard the word, believed, and were 
saved, and the Holy Spirit fell on 
them. Next came water baptism, 
not before salvation, but after sal­
vation. An interesting sidelight on 
Peter's experience in visiting a 
Gentile was his precaution in tak­
ing six brethren with him as wit­
nesses; else the Jerusalem church 
which was not yet convinced that 
devout Jews could afford to have 
fellowship with Gentiles might 
have disciplined the apostle Peter. 
But in the view of the overwhelm­
ing manifestation of the power of 
God, confirmed by the brethren 
who accompanied Peter, they could 
only hold their peace and glorify 
God. The church in Tennessee of 
which Daniel Buckner, the father 
of R. C. Buckner and H. F. Buck­
ner. was a member, withdrew fel­
lowship from him because of his 
missionary activities. The church 
in Indiana of which Isaac McCoy 
was the first pastor was exclude/1 
from the association to which it 
belonged on the ground that it was 
a missionary church. So God has 
actually allowed the Gentiles "to 
repent and live"! 1 Moffatt >

• We marvel daily, our Father, at 
thy grace which saved us and keeps 

us and uses us.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
Th. Glorious Prophecy— Isaiah 61:1-9

1 The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to pro- 
cl^m liberty to the captives, and 
t^ opening of the prison to them 
that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptance 
year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfdrt 
all that mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them 

beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; that 
they might be called trees of right­
eousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that he might be glorified.

4 f And they shall build the old 
wastes, they shall raise up the for- 
mer desolations, and they shall re­
pair the waste cities, the desolations 
of many generations.

5 And strangers shall stand and 
feed your flocks, and the sons of the 
alien shall be your plowmen and 
your vinedressers.

6 But ye shall be named the 
Priests of the Lord: men shall call 
you the Ministers of our God: ye 
shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 
and in their glory shall ye boast 
yourselves.

7 f For your shame ye shall have 
double; and for confusion they 
shall rejoice in their portion: there­
fore in their land they shall pos­
sess the double: everlasting joy 
shall be unto them.

8 For I the Lord love judgment, I 
hate robbery for burnt offering; and 
1 will direct their work in truth, 
and I will make an everlasting cov­
enant with them.

9 And their seed shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and their off­
spring among the people: all that 
see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are the seed which the 
Lord hath bleised.

Why is the Spirit of the Lord 
given to believers? Not that they 
may boast that they have unusual 
power, but that they may glorify 
God and serve their fellow men; -to 
preach the gospel to the poor; to 
bind up the broken hearts; to pro­
claim liberty to the captives; to 
proclaim both God’s favor and 
God's vengeance; to comfort all 
thgt mourn. The Holy Spirit was 
given us not primarily for our own 
personal advantage, but to em­
power us to minister unto others. 
Jesus himself, at Nazareth, quoted 
part of this Scripture and said. 
"This day is this scripture ful­
filled in your ears " Let us not 
forget the holy, helpful purpose for 
which the Holy Spriit was given us. 
"All the prophets from Samuel and 
those that follow after, as many as 
have spoken, have likewise fore­
told of these days." Throughout 
Isaiah Is a revelation of God’s pur­
pose to make himself known among 
the nations. "Look unto me, and
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be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth." Tis too slight a service 
to set the dans of Jacob up again, 
and restore Israel's survivors; I now 
appoint you to bring light to the 
nations, that my salvation may 

'MMh the world’s end" Usa. 49 6.
Moffatt i.

• Give us understanding hearts, our. 
Father, that we may make'use of 
the spiritual resources whith thou 

hast committed to us.

THURSDAY. MAY 22
No Roopocior of Persona Romana 2:1-11

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable. 
O man, whosoever thou art that 
judgest: for wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself; 
for thou that judgest doe st the 
same things.

are sure that the judg­
ment of God is according to truth 
against them which commit such 
things.

3 And thinkest thou this. O man, 
that judgest them which do such 
things, and doest the same, that 
thou shaft escape the judgment of 
God?

• 4 Or despiseth thou the riches of 
rhfs goodness and forbearance and 
long suffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to re­
pentance?

5 But after t^ hardness and im­
penitent heart ireasurest up unto 
thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the right­
eous judgment of God;

6 Who will render to every man 
according to h'is deeds:

\To them who by patient con­
tinuance tn well doing seek for 
Slory ayd honour and immortality.

ternal life:
8 But unto, them that are con­

tentious. and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, in­
dignation and wrath,

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil, 
of the Jew first, and also of the 
Gentile;

10 But glory, honour, and peace, 
to every man that worketh good, to 
the Jew firsthand also to the Gen­
tile:

11 For there is no respect of per­
sons with God.

In the first chaj/ter of Romans
Paul points out the sins of the Gen­
tiles; then in. the second chapter 

he turns to the Jews and declares 
that they. too. are guilty and that 
God is no respecter of persons. God 
will fender to every man according 
to his works, whether he be Jew 
or Gentile, whether he be American 
or African. Therte are two Scrip­
ture verses bearing on this truth: 
one declaring judgment, the other 
declaring redemption. "For there 
Is no difference: for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; 
being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus." "For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
God divides men not on the grounds 
of their race, or color, or financial 
.status, or degree of guilt, but on 
the ground of whether or not they 
have been justified by faith apart 
from the works of the law, his 
promise is to all men, "whoso be- 
lieveth.” Some time ago we heard 
an unsaved person say. "But God 
cannot mean me for I am too great 
a sinner," but hope came to that 
same sinner when we pointed out 
the promise. "The blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
... If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Dr. W. W. Hamil­
ton tells of a mother who was in­
sulted because someone asked 
prayer for her son. and she walked 
out of the meeting, saying, “I want 
you to understand that my boy is 
no common sinner.” A few years 
later, after a crime In that com­
munity. the bloodhounds followed 
the trail to that home and to the 
bed of the boy who was "no com­
mon sinner.”

• God help us to realize that sin 
has poisoned every life, and that 
only the blood of Jesus can cleanse 

from sin.

FRIDAY. MAY 23
Spreading the Go. p* 1—1 Thexealonian. 1

1 Paul, and Silvanus. and Timo- 
theus. unto the church of the Thes­
salonians which is in God the 
father and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace be unto you, and 

peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always 
for you all. making mention of n* 
in our prayers;

3 Remembering without ceasing 
your work of faith, and labour m 
love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of 
God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved 
your election of God.

5 For our gospel came not unto 
you in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what man­
ner of men we were among you for 
your sake.

6 And ye became followers of us. 
and of the Lord, having received 
the word in much affliction, with 
joy of the Holy Ghost:

7 So that ye were ensamples to 
all that believe in- Macedonia and 
Achata:

8 For from you sounded out the 
word of the Lord not only in Mace­
donia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad; so that we need not 
to speak any thing.

9 For they themselves shew of us 
what manner of entering in we had 
unto you. and how ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living 
and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come.

This message reveals a high de­
gree of. faith and love and hope. 
The saints of Tbessalonica became 
an example to believers in adjoin­
ing provinces. Everywhere their 
faith was an inspiration to believ­
ers, and a convincing testimony to 
unbelievers. A native woman in 
Nigeria who had opposed the mis­
sionaries was won to Christ by the 
behavior of a missionary mother 
who lost her little baby. Where 
can we find as clear and concise 
a description of the triumphs of 
grace in mission lands as in these 
words: "Ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true 
God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come." We 
are not only to wait for a Son from 
heaven, but while waiting we are 
to worship and witness, and work.

• We give thanks to thee, God our 
Father, for the churches of the 
Lord Jesus<^hrist which have 
sounded out the Word of the Lord 

In every place.

SATURDAY. MAY 24
Salvation lor Al! Romans 10:11-21

11 For the scripture saith. Who­
soever believeth on him shall not 
be ashqpned.

12 For there is no difference be­
tween the Jew and the Greek: for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved-.

14 How then shall they call on 
him In whom they have not be­
lieved? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not 
hfard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?

15 And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is writ­
ten. How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things!

16 But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, 
who hath believed our report?

17 So then faith cometh by hear­
ing. and hearing by the word of 
God.

18 But I say. Have they not 
heard? Yes verily, their sound went 
into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world.

19 But I say. Did not Israel 
know? First Moses saith, I will 
provoke you to jealousy by them 
that are no people, and by a foolish 
nation I will anger you.

20 But Esaias is very bold, and 
saith. I was found of them that 
sought me not; I was made mani­
fest unto them that asked not after 
me.

21 But to Israel he saith, All day 
long I have stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and gain­
saying people.

There are four questions in the 
heart of this Scripture passage:

How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed?

How shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? -

How shall they hear without a 
preacher?

How shall they preach, except 
they be sent?

The fourth question knocks at 
the door’of everyone of us. "And 
how shall they preach, except they 
be sent." Somebody asked if the 
heathen are saved without the gos­
pel. The answer is found here. We 
ourselves cannot know the larger 
joys of salvation if we do not send, 
the gospel message to all national 
"There is none other name under^ 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” Jacob Cham­
berlain, a pioneer missionary to In­
dia. told about going into a hostile 
village. As he drew near, the people 
prepared to stone him. He said, 
"Wait until I tell you a story,” and 
then he told the old, old story of 
Christ on the cross dying for all 
men; when he had finished the 
story they had dropped the stone, 
and they said, "Tell us more." The 
gospel of Christ makes its appeal 
to all men everywhere when 
preached with the Holy Spirit sept 
down from heaven.

• With our lives and the material 
means thou hast entrusted to us, 
our Lord, we shall endeavor to an­
swer the question, “How shall they 

preach except they be sent?"

SUNDAY. MAY 25
Th* Universal Kingdom—Paalm 72:12-1*

12 For he shall deliver the needy 
when he crieth; the poor also, and 
him that hath no helper.

13 He shall spare the poor and 
needy, and shall save the souls of 
the needy.

14 He shall redeem their soul 
from deceit and violence: and prec­
ious shall their blood be in his 
sight.

15 And he shall Ube, and to him 
shall be given of the gold.of Sheba: 
prayer also shall be made for him 
continually; and daily shall he be 
praised.

16 There shall be an handful of 
com in the earth upon the top of 
the mountains: the fruit thereof 
slMll shake like Lebanon: and they 
of the city shall flourish like grass 
of the earth.

17 His name shall endure for 
ever; his name shall be continued 
as long as the sun: and men shall 
be blessed in him: all nations shall 
call him blessed.

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the 
God of Israel, who only doeth won­
drous things.

19 And blessed be his glorious 
name for ever: and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory; Amen, 
and Amen.

The kingdom of God was the 
theme of Jesus. “Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
A number of his parables were 
illustrations of the kingdom growth 
and consummation. This kingdom 
is not a temporal, visible kingdom, 
which can be overthrown by men. 
It comelh not with observation. All 
believers are members of the king­
dom of God. Christ as king has 
dominion also from sea to sea and 
from the river to the ends of the 
earth. "His dominion is an ever­
lasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed." 
Jesus our Saviour and Lord is con­
cerned with all human needs: so 
ought we as subjects of his king­
dom minister unto the needy. In 
this psalm is a picture of deliver­
ance by the King of kings. In the 
description of the judgment in 
Matthew 25 Jesus taught his dis­
ciples that they were to feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
clothe the naked, minister unto the 
sick, visit those In prison. "Inas­
much as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me." Through 
Isaiah, God said that the fast which 
pleased him was "to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppressed 
go free, and that ye break every 
yoke. Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are cast out to thy 
house? when thou seest the naked, 
that thou cover him; and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own 
flesh?” Our first mission is to bear 
testimony to Christ as our Saviour, 
to win souls, to evangelize; but we 
are to do more in his name. We 
are not only to preach and teach, 
but we are to heal and minister 
unto the needy. Christ told us not 
only to love the Lord our God with 
all the heart, mind, soul, and.might, 
but to love our neighbors as our­
selves. Our profession of religion 
Is more convincing when we minis­
ter unto others in the name of 
Jesus- and in the power of his 
Spirit.

• Take our lives, our Father, and 
through them minister unto the 
sick and suffering and sorrowing.
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Broadening Christian Horizons: 
The Antioch Movement

Act. 11:19-30
•aright Daily Syring. tar HanSay anj TaaaSay

Golden Text: For I am not ashamed ol th* g»p*l of Christ: for it is th* pow*r of God unto salvation to 

ovory on* that b*U*v*lh: to th* I.w first, and also Io th* Gr**k. Romans 1:1g.

MONDAY. MAY 26
The Gogpgl in Antioch Acta IhlMS

19 r Now they which were scat­
tered abroad upon the persecution 
that arose about Stephen travelled 
as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and 
Antioch, preaching the word to 
none but unto the Jews only.

2fTAncf) some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when 
they were come to Antioch, spake 
unto the Grecians, preaching the 
Lord Jesus.

21 And the hand of the Lord was 
with them: and a great number be­
lieved, artd turned unto the Lord.

22 r Then tidings of these things 
I came unto the ears of the church 

which wds in Jerusalem: and they 
sent forth Barnabas, that he should 
go as far as Antioch.

23 Who, when he came, and had 
seen the grace bf God. was glad, 
and exhorted them all. that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: 
and much people was added unto 
the Lord.

25 Then departed Bqrnabas to 
Tarsus, for to seek Saul

26 And when he had found him. 
he brought him unto Antioch. And 
it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with 
the church, and taught much peo­
ple. And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch.

Elsewhere those who were scat­
tered abroad were "preaching the 
word to none but unto the Jews 
only." but the distinctive feature of 
the ministry to Antioch was "that 
they spake unto the Grecians, 
preaching the Lord Jesus." The 
Christian horizon was ever Widen­
ing. When Barnabas came to 
Antioch from Jerusalem and saw
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the manifestation of the grace of 
God. he went to Tarsus, hunted up 
Paul, and brought him to Antioch. 
They not only preached, but taught. 
"The strong hand of the Lord was 
with them" <Moffatt). Why were 
the disciples called Christians first 
in Antioch? We suggest at least two 
reasons: First, the missionary mes­
sage had an opportunity in Antioch 
such as it did not have in Jeru­
salem. The gospel which was 
meant for all men had right of way 
in Antioch. Again, the word 
"called" was the word used by the 
Greeks referring to a man's busi­
ness. Today we say a man is 
"called” a banker because that is 
his business; or is "called” a 
teacher, or a farmer, or a me­
chanic. according to his business. 
The disciples in Antioch, carrying 
out the program of Christ of evan­
gelism, missions. Christian educa­
tion, and benevolence, not only to 
the Jews, but to all others, were 
called Christians because that was 
their business. They were Chris­
tians. Dr. Hamilton tells the story 
of a mother, a member of the 
church, who realized that her life 
in her home was not what it should 
be. "The next morning things 
changed in her home. She was up 
when husband and children had 
their breakfast, was dressed as if 
for company, and . saw to it that 
things were not wanned over and 
burnt and poorly served. Father, 
older son, and daughter wondered 

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotion*

M - Cali and Visions, Jor. 1:4-19.
T.- Backsliding Judah. Jar. 2:1-13.
W Entr*‘*t*d to Jer. 3:

T.-Captivity Foretold. Jer. 5:1-3, 14.19.
F.—Fa)»e Worship. Jer. T:1-1L
8.—No Peace. Jar. 8:11-22.

The church at Antioch was not 
only evangelistic and missionary, 
but it was concerned about the 
welfare, spiritual and physical, of 
their brethren elsewhere. When 
word came of the famine in Judea, 
the church at Antioch determined 
to send relief unto them. Note 
that the disciples "every man ac­
cording to his ability" had a share 
in this blessed ministry. This Is 
the scriptural plan of giving. A

what had happened, but asked no 
questions, went to work and to 
school wondering what had taken 
place. When the younger boy came 
down, had such a good breakfast, 
and mother kissed him good-by and 
told him how she loved him and 
hoped he would have a -good day 
he could not keep quiet, and said 
‘Mother, what is the matter? Are 
you going to die?’ A good old-time 
revival would indeed make some 
wonderful changes in our homes"

• Help us to be real Christians, 
Lord, both in the home and in our 
social and business relationships.

TUESDAY, MAY 27
A Mniaiertn? Church—Aeta

27 ? And in these days came 
prophets from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch.

28 And there stood up one of 
them named Agabus, and signified 
by the spirit that there should be 
great dearth throughout all the 
world: which came to pass in the 
days of Claudius Caesar.

29 Then the disciples, every men 
according to his ability, determined 
to send relief unto the brethren 
which dwelt in Judaea:

30 Which also they did. and sent 
it to the elders by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul.

The Better Hom* 

poor man cannot give as much 
money in a mo “ a rich man>
but-if he gives according to his 
ability- God honors his gift. The 
poor widow whom Jesus com­
mended was able to give only two 
miles, but she gave more than all 
others because she gave all that 
she had. while others gave out of 
their abundance iBvery member 
of a church is under obligation to 
give ' according to his ability," just 
as every member of the church 
must believe for himself, and be 
baptized for himself. Parents 
should encourage their children 
who are members of the church to 
give something and should make 
provision for each one to give “ac­
cording to his ability.” The gift to 
which Paul refers in his second let­
ter to the church at CoYinth in the 
eighth and ninth chapters is for a 
similar purpose, to help the 
famine-stricken brethren in Judea. 
He commended the benevolences of 
the church in Macedonia whose 
deep poverty abounded unto the 

riches of their liberality.” Churches 
which are poor, as well as be­
lievers which are poor, in money, 
should be given the opportunity to 
share with their brethren else­
where in a co-operative mission to 
the needy. If we give according to 
our ability, God will bless our gifts 
and will make all grace abound 
unto us.
• Give us a vision, our Father, of 
what thou hast given us and lead 
us to lay on the altar ourselves and

, all that we possess.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
, A Missionary Tour—Matthew 10:1. 5-11

1 And when he had called unto 
him his twelve disciples, he gave 
them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out. and to heal all 
manner of sickness and all manner 
0/ disease.

5 These tioelve Jesus sent forth, 
and commanded them, saying. Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not:

6 But go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the 
^pers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, 
freely give.
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9 Provide ^either gold, nor silver, 
nor brass in your purses,

10 Nor scrip for your journey, 
neither t.wo coats, neither shoes, 
nor yet staves: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat.

11 And into whatsoever city or 
town ye shall enter, enquire who in 
it is worthy; and there abide till ye 
go thence.

Here again is the teaching of 
Jesus concerning his kingdom and 
the ministry of his .disciples. First, 
their mission was to the house of 
Israel, but Christ clearly told his 
disciples before he went back to the 
Father that they were to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. Paul went out 
as a world missionary, but he 
preached first to the Jews, and 
when they refused him. to the Gen­
tiles. Christ teaches also In this' 
Scripture passage that the men 
who preach are worthy of their 
hire and are not to exhaust their 
time and energy in providing ma­
terial support. Paul also taught 
clearly this same truth: "If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is 
it a great thing if we shall reap 
your carnal things? . . . Even so 
hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel." The only time, as 
we recall, when Paul apologized to 
a church was to the church at 
Corinth, when he asked them to 
forgive him for not being a burden 
to that church: “For what is it 
wherein ye were inferior to other 
churches, except it be that I my­
self was not burdensome to you? 
forgive me this W’rong." Pastor and 
missionary should be provided a 
support by the churches so that 
they may give themselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the Word. 
It is ordained of God that they who 
preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel.

• We thank thee. Lord, that thou 
hast called and commissioned 
preaohers of thy Word. Teach us 
our *uty—not only to pray for 
them, but share with them our ma­

terial goods.

THURSDAY, MAY 29
Persecution Overruled—PhiHpplana 1:12-17

12 But I would ye should under­
stand, brethren, that the things 

which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the further­
ance of the gospel;

13 So that my bonds in Christ 
are manifest in all the palace, and 
in all other places;

z 14 And many of the brethren tn 
tye Lord, waxing confident by my 
bgnds. are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ 
even of envy and strife; and some 
also of good will:

16 The one preach Christ of con­
tention. not sincerely, supposing to 
add affliction to my bonds:

17 But the other of love, knowing 
that I am set for the defence of the 
gospel.

Dr. A. T. Robertson said that in 
this experience of Paul in Roman 
imprisonment, the gospel was 
kicked upstairs, for imprisonment 
gave him the opportunity to reach 
the whole praetorian guard and to 
others in places of responsibility. 
His behavior in his bonds encour­
aged and emboldened others to 
speak the Word of God without 
fear. In suffering and in persecu­
tion the religion of Jesus Christ is 
tested, and unbelievers are con­
vinced of the reality of the gospel 

* under such circuipstances, as they 
could not be convinced by those 
who live in ease. The one factor, 
more than anything else, that 
broke the force of the Boxer Rebel­
lion in China more than forty years 
ago, was the behavior of mission­
aries and native Christians in per­
secution and martyrdom. Recently 
we heard of an ungodly father who 
was won to Christ by the behavior 
of his believing daughter in the 
face of ridicule and suffering.

• Give us courage and grace, Lord, 
to testify of thee in every condition 

and circumstance of life.

FRIDAY. MAY 30
God. the Source ol Power

1 Co r in t hi ana 2:1-5

1 And .1, brethren, when I came 
to you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God.

2 For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.
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3 And I was with you in weak­
ness. and tn fear, and in much 
trembling.

4 And my speech and my preach- 
* tng was not with enticing words of 

man's wisdom, but in demonstra­
tion of the Spirit and of power:

5 That your faith should not 
stand tn the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God.

Recently the editor of a daily 
paper expressed the opinion In an 
hour of world crises that God was 
on the side of the strongest bat­
talions. He represents a, large 
company whose faith is in the 
power and wisdom of men. Paul 
spoke for the great company Of be­
lievers whose faith was in the 
power of God Early one morning 
when the Syrian army wis'sur- 
rmmdlHg the city of Dothan in 
Israel, the servant of Elisha, be­
holding a host of horses and 
chariots, said to his master. "Alas, 
my Master, how shall we do?" The 
prophet Elisha answered. "Fear 
not: for they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them.” 
The Lord opened the eyes of the 
young man and he saw that the 
mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of Are round about Elisha. 
God is on the side of the battalions 
of faith rather than on the side of 
the battalions of force. His calen­
dar is not the same as the calendar 
of men. but in the end righteous­
ness will always triumph. In his 
letter to the Philippians Paul ex­
pressed a truth similar to the 
sentiment of'the Scripture story we 
are studying today when he said. 
‘ I can do all things through Christ 
whiclj strengtheneth me." All 

’ things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth. and the resources of heaven 
are -placed at the disposal of men 
and women whose faith stands in 
the power of God. Neither Moses 
in the Old Testament nor Paul in 
the New Testament were eloquent 
in speech, but they were giants in 
spiritual power and wisdom. Read 
again what happened to the bat­
talions of Pharaoh’s army when 
they tried to follow the children of 
Israel through the Red Sea Read 
again what happened when Roman 
soldiers stood guard at the tomb of 
the crucified Christ. The strength 
of a church is n/>t determined by 
the efficiency of its organization. 

, nor by the nature of its organiza­
tion. nor by a strong membership. 
Its strength rests in believers who 

have faith in God and who arc 
fully surrendered to do the will of 
God. A saint of God, a shut-in 
because of affliction, can so move 
God by intercessory prayer that a 
mighty battalion of force will fall 
back, defeated, because of God's 
power. When Mt Moody began his 
ministry In England he was ridi­
culed by many of the leaders, espe­
cially in the great universities, but 
under his preaching multitudes 
were won to Christ, among them 
such mighty leaders as Sir Wilfred 
Grenfell, Henry Drummond, the 
Studdf brothers. Later it was 
learned that one woman who was 
an invalid had prayed without 
ceasing that God might lead Moody 
to England and open the hearts of 
the people unto his preaching. 
Temporary defeats may come to 
the child of God, but ultimate vic­
tory belongs to those whose faith 
stands not in the wisdom of men. 
but in the power of God.

• Through all the strife and storms 
of the world our hope is in thee, 

O God.

SATURDAY. MAY 31
A Growing Church—Ephesian* 4:11-1S

11 And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of 
Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man. unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro. 
and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men. 
and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and conipacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working 
in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itself in love.

A normal Christian Is a growin. 
Christian, like a normal child 
grows physically and mentally Th? 
scriptural ideal for every believer 
is a full-grown man in spiritual 
status. Paul had to deal wu 
grown men and women in the 
churches who were still children in 
the faith The writer to the He- 
brews referred to those who were 
still babes in Christ, inexperienced 
in righteousness. Let us examine 
our own hearts and see whether we 
be children or full-grown men and 
women In the kingdom of God. Ar? 
we easily provoked? Are we selfish’ 
Are we jealous of others? Do we 
seek the highest seats? Are we im- 
patient? If so. are we not still 
children? In a New Testament 
church Paul says each member has 
his own work. Just as each member 
of a human body has its own func­
tion. Some are fitted for one task, 
others for other tasks, but each on? 
should have his own work ‘unto 
the building up of the body of 
Christ" <ASV>. We are to grow 
both in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. If we are 
to grow from childhood to man­
hood. we must continually learn 
In Paul's first letter to young Timo­
thy, are the significant words that 
God would have all men be saved 
"and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth." We send our children 
to school because we want them to 
know something. God wants his 
children to know something, to 
know his Word, to know his work, 
to know his will, that they may in­
telligently and effectively do his 
will. Spirituality and intelligence 
should go hand in hand. The biog­
raphy of Dr. J. D. Sandefer has just 
come to our desk. Read what the 
great-hearted president of Hardin- 
Simmons said on this point: "There 
is no education in the last analysis 
worth while that does not put re­
generation of the student person­
ality above any and every course 
taught in the Institution.”

• Lord, keep thy hand on us and 
lead us to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY. JUNE 1
A Song of Thanksgiving — P»alm 122

1 I was glad when they said unto 
me. Let us go into the house of the 
Lord.

2 Our feet shall stand within thy 
ga(es. O Jerus^m.

3 Jerusalem is builded as a city 
that is compact together:

4 Whither the tribes go up. the 
tribes of the Lord, unto the testi­
mony of Israel, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord.

5 For there are set thrones of 
judgment, the thrones of the house 
of David/

6 Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
talem they shall prosper that love 
thee.

7 Peace be within thy walls, and 
prosperity within thy palaces.

8 For my brethren and compan­
ions' sakes. I will now say. Peace be 
within thee.

9 Because of the house of the 
Lor^ our God I will seek thy good.

On another occasion, when the 
psalmist was puzzled by the seem­
ing inequalities of life, the pros­

LESSON FOB JUNE 4. 1841

Beginning of World Missions
Acta 12:25 to 13:12

Printti and taplaintd in Daily /trading* far Wrdnrgday and T hartday

Golden Text: And he said unto them. Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
Mark 16:15.

MONDAY, JUNE 2
Chri»t » Conuniuton—Matthew 21:14-20

16 T Then the eleven disciples 
went away into Galilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus had ap­
pointed them.

17 And when they saw him. they 
worshipped him: but some doubted.

18 And Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying. All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in 
earth.

19 f Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com­
manded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway. even unto the end or the 
world. Amen.

Dr. S. D. Gordon has an imagi­
nary story of the return of Jesus 
to heaven. He was telling Gabriel 

perity of the wicked, and the 
suffering of the righteous, he wrote: 
"If I say, I will speak thus; behold, 
I should'offend against the genera­
tion of thy children. When I 
thought to know this. It was too 
painful for me; until I went into 
the sanctuary of God; then under­
stood I their end.” We find the 
answers to many of life’s problems 
when we go to church. We should 
be glad when the hour comes to go 
to the house of God. not only to 
hear the preacher of righteousness, 
but. in company with fellow be­

lievers. to worship God. We are not 
to forsake the assembling of our­
selves together, that we may give 
thanks in the name of the Lord and 
pray for the peace of Zion. We are- 
to go to the house of God not only 
for our sake, but "for my brethren 
and companions' sake.” Someone 
very near to us may be kept out of* 
the kingdom of God by the example 
which we set in staying away from 
church when circumstances make it 

about his ministry on earth, about 
the cross, and the tomb, and the 
resurrection. He told Gabriel about 
his plans for his work to be carried 
on. Gabriel, so Dr. Gordon imag­
ines, asked Jesus, "Suppose those 
men fail you?" Jesus replied. "But 
I am counting on them.” We hear 
much and think much about man’s 
faith in God. but did not God show 
his faith in man when Jesus com­
mitted to a little group of eleven 
men the commission to make him 
known unto the ends of the earth?

i_____________

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotion*

M.—The Girdle *nd Bottle. Jer. 13:1-14. 
T.—Potter end Clay. Jer. 18:1-12.
W.--The Broken Bottle. Jer. IB-- 
T.—Jeremiah in Stock*. Jer. 20:1-18. 
F.—Prophecy to Zedekiah. Jer. 21:3-14. 
8.—Good and Bad Fig*. Jer. 24. 

possible for us to go. Over in 
Ezekiel 11:16, God promised to be 
a little sanctuary to those who were 
kept away from the Temple by cir­
cumstances beyond their control. 
Years ago, Phillips Brooks of Boston 
/preached a great sermon on "Little 
sanctuaries,” based on the teaching 
'Ehat God will provide a little sanc­
tuary for everyone of his children 
who are providentially kept away 
from the house of God, yet seek his 
face. But when we can go. we 
should (urn our feet Joyfully to the 
house of God. Spiritual prosperity, 
if not material prosperity, is as­
sured those who love God and wor­
ship him in his holy place. For our 
own sake, for many brethren and 
companions’ sake, and for the sake 
of the house of God, we will seek 
thy face.

• We thank thee, Father, that all 
who worship thee in spirit and in 
truth can find thbe and have 

blessed fellowship with thee.

John tells us that Jesus said to his 
disciples who. after his resurrec-' 
tion, were gathered behind closed 
doors, "As my Father sent me, even 
so send I you." Mark gives us the 
words of Jesus spoken at meat 
when he said unto them, "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” Matthew 
tells us about the meeting tn Gali­
lee which Jesus had appointed be­
fore his death. Jesus told them 
first that all authority had been 
given unto him in heaven and on 
earth. Our missionary task and 
hope rest on that assurance. We 
hear people asking these days. 
"Isn’t the world going to pieces?" 
No. we can say with Paul in his 
letter to the Colossians, "He is be­
fore all things, and in him all 
things hold together” (ASV». Occa­
sionally the question arises con­
cerning authority in religion. The 
Roman Catholic locates authority 
in the church; but in this commis­
sion we find that authority is 
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vested In Jesus Christ, and the 
revelation of that authority is given 
us in the Holy Scriptures Whatso­
ever he says, we are to do Our 
lives are to be governed, not by 
what friends or loved ones may say, 
but by the will pnd word of Ood 
In carrying out the commission of 
Christ, we are not only to make 
disciples of all nations, but we are 
to baptize them and teach them 
Have we learned yet the sure 
meaning of that command. "Make 
disciples’’’ Would Jesus have put 
baptism into the heart of the com­
mission. if for believers it had been 
an inconsequential matter? Is our 
work done when we make disciples 
and baptize?

• Thou hast saved us; we have fol­
lowed thee in baptism; thou hast 
kept us and taught us. Send us 
whereyer thou wouldst have us 

to go.

TUESDAY, JUNE 3
Th. n.ld b th. World—Acta ItM

6 When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying. 
Lord. wUt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?

1 And he said unto them. It is 
not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own .power.

8 But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both, in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.

♦ , '
Where are we to preach and bap­

tize apd tedch? Our field is the 
world. Ood so loved the world, not 
just one country. Jesus com­
manded us to make disciples of all 
the nations, not a few favored peo- 

[ pie According to Mark. Jesus com- 
1 manded his disciples to go into all 

the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. Luke tells us that 
Jesus commanded that repentance 
and remission of sins should be 
preached unto all nations, begin- 

\ ping from Jerusalem And here in 
the first chapter of the Acts of the 
apostles—the Act4 of the Holy 
Spirit—Jesus named the field for 
missionary activities. Jerusalem. 
Judea; Samaria, and the uttermost

part of the earth. John Wesley had 
the true conception of the mis­
sionary task when he said, "My 
parish is the world " Don't forget 
that the gospel was first proclaimed 
to people who lived on the other 
side of the world from the land 
where we live. If somebody had 
not been a world missionary, the 
people in America might never have 
heard of Jesus Christ. If we can­
not go ourselves, we can help to 
send others.

• With open hearts we Walt before 
thee. Lord; make clear to us thy 
will concerning our lives; give us 
grace and courage to do thy will.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
A Missionary Church—Acts 12:25 to 13:3

25 And Barnabas and Saul re­
turned from Jerusalem, when they 
had fulfilled their ministry, and 
took with them John, whose sur­
name was Mark.

1 Now there were in the church 
that was at Antioch certain proph­
ets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, 
which had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2 As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said. 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called 
them.

3 And when they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away.

Can you picture the scene in 
Antioch? Can you imagine the 
emotions of that early church 
when almost in the beginning of 
their labors in that great cosmo­
politan city, the Holy Spirit said to 
them. "Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them"? We wonder If there 
were not some members of the 
Antloch church who asked. "Isn’t 
there enough missionary work in 
Antioch to do without sending out 
our best preachers as foreign mis­
sionaries?” There was plenty of 
work to do in Antioch, multitudes 
in Jerusalem were not saved, but 
their responsibility was to witness 

for Jesus unto the ends of 
earth. The Antioch church. becau» 
it was missionary in its mind aw 
motive, grew rapidly and was Z 
a long time, the missionary cento 
of the early centuries Church* 
grow and prosper so long as the* 
are loyal to the commission com 
mitted to them by Christ. Mort 
than a century ago Baptists in the 
South divided into two companies, 
one missionary and the other anti 
missionary. The anti-misaionarv 
body is but little stronger in num­
bers now than it was then, while 
the missionary forces have multi­
plied over one hundredfold.

• When thou dost call for our best, 
Lord, bring our wills in accord with 
thy will that thy name may be 

known to the ends of the earth. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 5
Th* Mission to Cyprus—Acta 13:4-12

4 U So they, being sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they 
sailed to Cyprus.

5 And when they were at Sala­
mis. they preached the word of God 
in the synagogues of the Jeus and 
they had also John to their minis­
ter.

6 And when they had gone 
through the isle unto Paphos, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was 
Bar-jesus:

7 Which was. with the deputy of 
the country, Sergius Paulus, a pru­
dent man; who called for Barnabas 
and Saul, and desired to hear the 
word of God.

8 But Elymas the sorcerer <for so 
is his name by interpretation/ 
withstood them, seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the faith.

9 Then Saul, (who also is called 
Paul.i filled with the Holy Ghost, 
set his eyes on him,

10 And said. O full of all subtilty 
and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, tfyou enemy of all righteous­
ness. wilt thou not cease to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord?

11 And now. behold, the hand of 
the Lord is upon thee, and thou 
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun 
for a season. And immediately 
there fell on him a mist and fl

darkness; and he went about seek- 
tng some to leq&him by the hand. 

y Then the deputy, when he saw 
what was done, believed, being as­
tonished at the doctrine of the 
Lord.

The Holy Spirit hr our world mis­
sionary leader. The Holy Spirit 
c.tUs men-and women as mission­
aries. the Holy Spirit leads, the 
Holy Spirit empowers. These 
parly missionaries were led 
first to the Island of Cyprus, 
the old. home of Barnabas. 
Here, as elsewhere, they pro­
claimed the Word of God. first 
in the synagogues of the Jews. 
But wherever they went, their 
ministry ultimately was to the 
Gentiles also. One of the first 
converts in western Cyprus 
was a Roman officer who 
sought to know more about 
Ood. Here, as always, and 
everywhere, these mission­
aries encountered difficulties. They 
were resisted by an enemy of 
righteousness. The power of God 
manifested through Paul blinded 
the sorcerer. The Roman officer was 
so Impressed that he believed, for 
he saw that the works of God har­
monized with the teachings of the 
Lord. Paul was never thwarted by 
difficulties. While at Ephesus, he 
wrote to the church at Corinth, “I 
will tarry at Ephesus ... for a 
great door and effectual is opened 
unto me, and there are many ad­
versaries.” Those very adversaries, 
those Very difficulties, constituted 
God’s call and challenge to the 
missionary to stay there. Adoniram 
Judson labored In Burma seven 
years—through sorrow, hunger, pri­
vations—before he baptized his first 
convert; but when he was asked 
during that time, "What are the 
prospects?” he replied, "The pros­
pects are as bright as the promises 
of God " The history of world mis­
sions is the story of the conquest of 
faith in the face of difficulties. 
These difficulties may be in our own 
home, not in China or Africa, but 
the same faith that triumphs in 
distant lands will ultimately tri­
umph in our own community or in 
our own family circle.

• Whatever the difficulties we en­
counter. Lord, may we see in every 
difficulty an opportunity to witness 

for thee.

FRIDAY. JUNE 6
A Prophstr Commiiilon haiah S:14

1 In the year that king Vzziah 
died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: 
each one had six wings: with twain 
he covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with twain 
he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, 
and said. Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with 
smoke.

5 r Then said I, Woe is me! for I 
dm updone: because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphims 
unto me. having a live coal in his 
hand, which he had taken with the 
tongs from off the altar:

7 And he laid it upon.my mouth, 
and said. Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity IS taken 
away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also 1 heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying. Whom shall I Send, 
and who will go for us? Then said 
I, Here am I; send me.

Tl^ young man. Isaiah, saw the 
Lord In the year that the king 
died. There are men and women 
all about us who never see God 
until some circumstance of life 
brings bereavement to them. The 
young man Isaiah learned the an­
swer to three questions. "What sort 
of God have I? What sort of man 
am I? What sort of work can I 
do?" The God whom he saw was 

a holy God. No other religion offers 
a God who is holy and loving. For 
the first time the young man 
Isaiah saw his own sins, his own 
Imperfections. People who claim to 
be holy and sinless in this life have 
never stood in the blazing light of 
plod’s holiness, else they would have 
confessed as did Isaiah, "Woe is me! 
for. I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips.” He saw first his 
own sins before he saw his neigh­
bors' sins. "It’s not my neighbor, O 
Lord, but it’s me, standing in the 
need of prayer." After the young 
man had seen the holy and loving 
and omnipotent God, after he had 
seen his own sins and unrighteous 
condition, and had seen his un­
wholesome environment, he was 
ready for the cleansing which could 
come only from God. Then, and 
not until then, was he ready to an­
swer the call of God. He f 
question asked by multitudes of 
young people. "What shall I do with 
my life?” When God asked, "Who 
will go for us?” the young man, 
cleansed by divine pow’er, answered 
readily and heartily, "Here am I, 
Lord; send me." When some time 
ago a missionary lost his life in one 
of the most difficult mission fields 
in the world and the call was taken 

* to the colleges of that denomina­
tion. "Who will take this young 
man's place?” more than a score of 
young men answered. “Here am I; 
send me." That call is not always 
necessarily for foreign missionary 
work. God did not call Isaiah to 
a distant land; he did not take him 
away from his city of Jerusalem; 
but for half of a century he was the 
mighty preacher of righteousness 
who stood between Jerusalem and 
destruction.

• When thou dost call us. may we 
answer, dear Lord, “Here am I;

send me.”

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
Spreading th* Gospel Romana 15:15-21

15 Nevertheless, brethren. I have 
written the more boldly unto you 
in. some sort,, as putting you in 
mind, because of the grace that is 
given to me of God,

16 That I should be the minister 
of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles,
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mlniiterine the gotpel of Ood. that 
the offering up of the Gentile, 
might be acceptable, being sancti­
fied by the Holy Ghost

17 I have therefore whereof I 
may glory through Jesus Christ In 
those things which pertain to God.

18 For I will not dare to speak of 
any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make 
the Gentiles obedient, by word and 
deed,

19 Through mighty signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God; so that from Jerusalem, 
and round about unto Illyricum, I 
have fully preached the gospel of 
Christ.

20 Yea. so have 1 strived to 
preach the gospel, not where Christ 
was named, lest I should build upon 
another man s foundation.

21 But as it is written. To whom 
he^was not spoken of. they shall 
see: and they that have not heard 
shall understand.

We are saved by the grace of 
God; what are we going to do with 
the personality thus redeemed by 
the grace of God? Paul suggests 
an answer in these words. 'Be­
cause of the grace that is given to 
me of* God, that I should be the 
minister of Jesus Christ to the Gen­
tiles. ministering the gospel of 
God." God has saved us for a pur­
pose and that purpose is well ex­
pressed by Paul in another letter. 
"He died for all. that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again. . . . 
Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
Paul was always careful not to glory 
in his personal background or effi­
ciency, but to glory in the God who ! 
bought him. “God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of < 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” "I will not < 
dare." he says in this reference, "to I 
speak of any things save those 
which Christ wrought through me” c 
(ASV). One of the things in which t 
Paul gloried which were wrought c 
by Christ was the response and c

if obedience of the Gentiles, the peo- 
i* pie who were not Jews. They were 
- his Joy and his crown. They were 

partakers with him of grace. An- 
/ other interesting fact about Paul’s 
a ministry is hist desire, his determi­

nation to preach the gospel where 
y Christ was not already named, 
j Isn’t this one of the compelling 
s reasons for preaching the gospel 
f where the name of Christ has not 

been heard? In the city where these 
' words are being written everyone is

in reach of the gospel, yet In one 
of the largest cities in America we 

; heard a pastor say that they had 
f found a boy within two blocks of 

his church who had never heard of 
Jesus. But there are other cities 

' and country places around the 
world where multitudes have never 
heard the name of Jesus. Should 
we not. give the gospel to them that 
they may know the tidings of him 
for everyone?

• Give us strength and grace. Holy 
Father, to live not for ourselves, but 
for him who died for us and rose 

again.

SUNDAY. JUNE 8
Th* Lord's Promts*bodah 42:6-10

6 / the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people 
for a light of the Gentiles;

7 To open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison 
and them that sit in darkness out 

. of the prison house.
8 1 am the Lord: that is my 

name: and my glory will I not give 
to another, neither my praise to 
graven images.

9 Behold, the former things are 
come to pass, and new things do I 
declare: before they spring forth I 
tell you of them.

10 Sing unto the Lord a new song 
and his praise from the end of the 
earth, ye that go down to the sea 
and all that is therein; the isles 
and the inhabitants thereof.

Son. and oi th* Holy Ghost: teadd^th* b“pli''n<J *h* of Father, and of the
you: and. Io. I am with you alw ° aU whatsoever I have commandedan<L lo. I am with you alway, even unto th. .nd of th. world. Matthew 28:19-20.
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Luke tells us that when John the 
Baptist, in prison, was in the shir 
ows, he sent two of his discirtM u 
the Lord, asking him. “An thou h. 
that should come? or look we i 
another?” Jesus did not send a 
ter to John with arguments cor. 
ceming his messiahship. but -to 
that same hour he cured many Z 
their infirmities and plagues J 
of evil spirits; and unto many the 
were blind he gave sight." Then h? 
sent his answer to John. "Go your 
way. and tell John what things w 
have seen and heard; how that the 
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, to the poor the 
gospel is preached.” The most con- 
vincing evidence of a Christian 
faith is what it will do. Christ's 
answer to John was a fulfilment o' 
this promise made through Isaiah 
Every true witness of Christ, every 
missionary through the ages hn 
been strengthened by this promise 
"I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thy 
hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people 
for a light of the Gentiles.” God 
Included in his promise the minis­
try to those In need. Jesus himself 
went about not only teaching and 
preaching, but healing, and in the 
parable of the good Samaritan he 
taught that a real neighbor will 
minister to those who suffer in 
body. We have learned something 
else. too. about God: There is no 
other Name to share his glory. We 
hear sometimes a suggestion that 
Christianity in heathen lands ought 
to share with the heathen religions 
the ministry to the people of those 
lands. Here is God’s answer to that 
suggestion: “Look unto me. and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth; 
for I am God, and there is none 
else. . . . Only in the Lord ... Is 
righteousness and strength" (ASVi 
"He shall not fail nor be discour­
aged, till he have set Judgment in 
the earth."

• In the home, in the business and 
social life, use our lives. Holy F»- 
ther, to convince our associates of 
the reality of the Christian profes­

sion.

Th. Better Hot*

" Progress in World Missions 
Acts 13:44 52: Galatians 3:26-29 t

Prints anS aa^iainaS i„ Daily Haa4ing, far Taaaday and WaSnaaSay

GoLDtir Text: For re are all the children of God by faith in Chriil Jesus. Galatians 3:26.

MONDAY. JUNE 9
Prua^hinyto th. J*w» Acte 13:26-33

26 Men and brethren, children of 
the stock of Abraham, and whoso­
ever among you feareth God, to you 
is the word of this salvation sent.

27 For they that dwell at Jeru­
salem, and their rulers, because 
they knew him not. nor yet the 
voices of the prophets which are 
read every sabbath dap, they have 
fulfilled them in condemning him.
WAnd though they found no 

cause of death in him, yet desired 
they Pilate that he should be slain.

29 And when they had fulfilled 
all that was written of him. they 
took him down from the tree, and 
laid him in a sepulchre.

30 But God raised him from the 
dead: ''

31 And he was seen many days 
of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 
his witnesses unto the people.

32 And we declare unto you glad 
tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fathers.

33 God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised up Jesus again; as it is 
also written in the second psalm, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee.

Here we learn something con­
cerning Paul’s message and method 
in preaching to the Jews. There is 
enough gospel in the Old Testa­
ment to save every Jew in the world 
if he will believe. Christ is revealed 
in every-book of the Old Testament. 
Compare Genesis 12:1-3: "Now the 
Lord had said unto Abram. Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto a land that I will shew 
thee: and I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: and I will 
bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee: and 
in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” with Galatians
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3:6-8: "Even as Abraham believed 
God. and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness. Know ye there­
fore that they which are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abra­
ham. And the scripture, foreseeing 
that God would Justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto Abraham, saying. In 
thee shall all nations be blessed.” 
Paul showed from the Old Testa­
ment Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Messiah, that he was the fulfilment 
of prophecy, and those who dwelled 
in Jerusalem and their rulers, in 
the trial and crucifixion of Jesus 
fulfilled all things that were writ­
ten of him.
• We thank thee, Holy Father, that 
through all generations thou hast 
revealed the Messiah, the Suffering 
Saviour, so that men might hear 

and believe.

TUESDAY. JUNE 10
Praachinq to the Gentiles—Act* 13:44-52

44 f Arid the next sabbath day 
came almost the whole city to­
gether to hear the word of God.

45 But when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and spake against those 
things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming.

46 Then Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold, and said, It was neces­
sary that the word of God should 
first have been spoken to you: but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo. we turn to the Gentiles.

47 For so hath the Lord com­
manded us, saying, I have set thee 
to bAa light of the Gentiles, that

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 
For Individual Devotions

M.— The Yoke. Jer. 27:1-11.
T.—Advised to Be Content. Jer. 29:1-14.
-W.—The New Covenant. Jer. 31:27-34.
T.—Covenant with David. Jer. 33:14-22.
F. Roll Burned and Rewritten. Jer. 36: 

21-32.
S.—Jeremiah in Prison. Jer. 37:11-21. 

thou shouldest be for salvation unto 
the ends of the earth.

48 And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of the Lord: and as many 
as were ordained to eternal life be­
lieved.

49 And the word of the Lord was 
published throughout all the region.

50 But the Jews stirred up the 
devout and honourable women, and 
the chief men of the city, and raised 
persecution against Paul and Bar­
nabas. and expelled them out of 
their coasts.

51 But they shook off the dust of 
their feet against them, and came 
unto Iconium.

52 And the disciples were filled 
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

In this same chapter we have 
Paul's message first to the Jews, 
then to the Gentiles. In speaking 
to the Gentiles, he quoted again 

< from the Old Testament, "I have 
set thee to be a light of the Gen­
tiles, that thou shduldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the 
earth.” The response of the Gen­
tiles was favorable. The Jews were 
filled with jealousy and contradict­
ed all things which were spoken by 
Paul, but the Gentiles were glad 
and glorified the word of God. In 
the eleventh chapter of his letter 
to the Romans Paul gives a clear 
understanding of the place which 
Jews and Gentiles have in the pur­
pose of God. There is a hardening 
in the hearts of Israel “until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in," 
but Israel shall be saved. Gentiles 
and Jews alike can be saved only 
by believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. "Be it known unto you 
therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins: and by 
him all that believe are Justified 
from all things, from which ye 
could not be Justified by the law 
of Moses." Jew and Gentile meet 
in’ Christ. Jesus said. "Abraham 
rejoiced to see." Abraham believed 
In the Messiah to come and was 
saved, as were all other believers 
before God was made manifest in
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in the fllesh. "Know ye therefore 
that they which are of faith, the 
same are the children of Abraham. 
And the scripture, foreseeing that 
Ood would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the 

F gospel unto Abraham, saymu In 
thee shall all nations be blessed." 
In Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, but all believers who are 
Christ's are children of Abraham, 
and heirs according to promise.
• We thank thee. Lord, for the 
demonstration of thy power among 
the Jews as well as among the 

Gentiles.

WEDNESDAY. JUNE 11
Juatifted by Our FoHb—OateOoM 3:23 28

23 But 'before faith came, we 
were kept under the law. shut up 
unto the faith which should after- 
wards^Be revealed.

24 Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.

25 But after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a school­
master. ,

26 for ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus.

27 For.as many of you as have 
^been baptized into Christ have put 

on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there isneither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor fe­
male: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.

29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are 
ye Abraham s seed, and heirs ac­
cording to the'promise.

We are saved by the grace of God. 
and by grace we mean the unmerlt- 
♦d fayor which God bestowed on us. 
Law had its place in bringing us to 
Christy Paul refers to the tutor or 
pedagogue who. back in the old 
days, led the children to the teach­
er. but when the teacher was come, 
the child was no longer under the 
direction of the pedagogue. The 
law could not save, but it led to 
Christ who could save. The law 
was the looking glass which re­
vealed to sinners their need of a 
Saviour, but could not remove the 
blemish. The moral law is a guide 
to us for our conduct, but the moral 
law cannot save. We become sons 
of God. not by good works, not by 
culture, not by church membership, 
but by the grace of God through
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THURSDAY, JUNE 12
Juattfiod by Goda Grace Romani 3:21-30

21 But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets;

22 Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that be­
lieve: for there is no difference:

23 For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteous­
ness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance 
of God;

26 To declare. I say, at this time 
his righteousness: that he might be 
just, and the justifler of him which 
believeth in Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is 
excluded. By what law? of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith.

faith in Christ Jesus. Baptism, in­
stituted by Christ himself, does not 
save, but It is a symbol of the sav­
ing grace of God. a memorial of the 
burial and resurrection of Christ, 
and in baptism we put on the uni­
form of Christian,service. The uni­
form does not make a soldier, but 
it advertises to the world the fact 
that the man who wears the uni­
form Is enlisted In his country's 
service. Under the old covenant, 
says Dr. Carroll, a Jew only belong­
ing to the nation by fleshly descent 
was in the covenant. In the new 
covenant there is no distinction of 
nationality. Under the old covenant 
Abraham's slaves were circumcised 
because they belonged to him. Un­
der the new covenant, earthly rela­
tions do not count. The Individual 
alone counts. The child of a 
preacher must himself repent and 
believe and must be baptized for 
himself. Under the new covenant 
there is no distinction between male 
and female, between bond and free. 
“We are not children of God by 
generation; we are children of God 
by regeneration."

• We thank thee, our Father, that 
the way has been opened for all 
believers to come to thee, whatever 
their rank or relationship in this 

life.

28 Therefore we conclude that 
man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jn. 
only? is he not also of the Gentiles’ 
Yes. of the Gentiles also

30 Seeing it is one God, which 
shall justify the circumcision to 
faith, and uncircumcision through 
faith.

We are Justified by faith (Rom 
5 1*. We are justified by 
<Rom. 3:24). We are Justified by 
blood (Rom. 5:9>. The law 1M& 
men to God. but the law does not 
save. If we would stand before God 
justified—not guilty of sln-ve 
must have his righteousness, not 

.our self-righteousness. In his letter 
to the Philippians. Paul expressed 
this truth, "And be found in him 
not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of. the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by 
faith,' and this righteousness may 
be ours through repentance and 
faith. By justification Paul mean* 
the standing that a man has before 
God, by which he Is declared "not 
guilty,’’ not because of his own mer­
its, but because Jesus Christ took 
his sins and died in his stead. The 
sinner who stands before God. 
justified through the blood of 
Christ, has had all of his sins, past, 
present, and future, laid on Christ. 
"The Lord hath laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all , . . he was num­
bered with the transgressors; and 
he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors." 
We cannot realize fully the riches 
of the grace of God which has made 
this provision for us. In this ex­
perience God not only declares a 
sinner not guilty” because Christ 
has taken his place under the law 
and died in his stead, but God in 
his grace and Infinite mercy has 
given the sinner new affections, new 
attitudes, new motives, a new rela­
tionship as a child of God.
• We marvel, our Heavenly Father, 
at the transforming power of thy 
grace in making new creatures out 
of sinners against thee, and we 
thank thee for thine infinite love.

FRIDAY. JUNE 13
Strengthening the Believer*—Acta 14:21N

21 And when they had preached 
the gospel to that city, and had 
taught many, they returned again

The -Better Home ।

to Lystra, and to Iconium. and 
Antioch,

22 Con firming he souls of the 
disciples, and exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and that we 
must through much tribulation en­
ter into the kingdom of God

23 And when they had ordained 
them elders in every church, and 
had prayed with footing, they com­
mended them to the Lord, on whom 
they believed.

24 And'af ter they had passed 
I throughout Pisidia, they came to 
| Pamphylia.

25 And when they had preached 
I the word in Perga, they went down 
| into Attalla:
I 26 And thence sailed to Antioch, 
| from whence they had been recom- 
I mended to the grace of God for the 
! work which they fulfilled.

27 And when they were-come. and 
I had (gathered the church together, 
I they rehearsed all that God had 
I done with them, and how he had 
J opened the door of faith unto the 
I Gentiles. ,

28 And there they abode long 
I time with the disciples.

On hfai first missionary journey 
Paul evangelized, declaring God's 
gracious provision for remission of 
sins, not only for the Jews, but also 

I for the Gentiles. But when he re­
traced his journey after he had 
been stoned and left for dead at 
Lystra, he and his companions did 

J more. They confirmed the souls of 
the disciples, exhorted them to con- 

| tinue in the faith that prepared 
! them for many tribulations, helped 

them to select elders In every 
church, prayed with fasting, com­
mitted them to the Lord. When an 
evangelistic campaign in a church 
closes, the work is only begun. The 
new converts must be taught, must 
be trained, must be strengthened 
in the faith, must be encouraged. 
The church has a great responsibil­
ity to every young convert especial­
ly. For their own sake and for the 
sake of the church they should be 
Riven nourishing spiritual food. 
They must know the Joys of Chris­
tian fellowship. They must be re­
inforced by the sympathetic coun­
sel and co-operation of mature 
Christian men and women. When 
Paul and Barnabas returned to the 
missionary church at Antioch, 
which had sent them out, they were 
able to report, not only that God 

( had opened a door of faith unto the
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Gentiles, but that they had been 
taught the ;way of the Lord. No 
wonder that as they passed on their 
way to Jerusalem, preparing for the 
conversion of the Gentiles, “they 
caused gfeat joy unto all the breth­
ren."
• We have heard thy call unto each 
one of us. Lord, to know the truth 
that we may be made free. Guide 
us by thy Spirit as we seek to know 
all truth that we may the better 

serve thee.

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
God * Doing*—Isaiah 12:1-8

' 1 And in that day thou shalt say, 
O Lord. 1 will praise thee: though 
thou wast angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou, 
comfortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation; I ■ 
will trust, and not be afraid: for the 
Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and- 
my song; he also is become my sal­
vation.

3 Therefore with joy shall ye 
draw water out of the wells of sal­
vation.

4 And in that day shall ye say. 
Praise the Lord, call upon his name, 
declare his doings among the peo­
ple. make mention that his name is 
exalted.

5 Sing unto the Lord: for he hath y 
done excellent things: this is known 
in all the earth.

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabi­
tant of Zion: for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee.

In these verses we are told three 
things that God has done for us: 
God is my salvation; God is my 
strength; God is my song. When 
God saves by his grace through 
faith in the blood of Christ, he gives 
strength so that the believer can 
say, "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
The seeking sinner who expresses a 
fear that he cannot "hold out," 
fails to take account of the strength 
which God will give him. The sin­
ner who is saved and kept by the 
power of God has a new song in his 
hear There is no joy comparable 
to the Joy of salvation and soul­
winning. Moreover, three state­
ments are made that the believer 
would do for God; I will trust: I 
will give thanks: I will tell others— 
“declare his doings among the peo­
ple." The Lord hath done excellent 
things. Let this be known in all 
the earth.

• Amid all the distractions which 
beset us, we cast our care upon thee, 
our God, that thy peace which 
passeth all understanding may 
guard our hearts and our thoughts 

in Christ Jesus.

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
A New Earth Revelation 21:1-8

1 And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea.

2 And I John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.

3 And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven saying. Behold, the taber­
nacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall 
be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God.

4 And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sor­
row., nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.

5 And he that sat upon the 
throne said. Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me. 
Write: for these words are true an'd 
faithful.

Whatever and wherever the new 
earth and new heaven shall be, we 
know that the home which Jesus is 
preparing for us will be infinitely 
more glorious than our present 
habitation. As we grow older in 
this world, the telephone call after, 
midnight, the telegraph messenger, 
the blanched face and deep emo­
tions of a friend, the beckoning 
hand of the physician awaken our 
fears. But in the eternal home 
where a new heaven and a new 
earth meet there will be no more 
sad tidings, no more pain, no more 
death, no more tears, no more sepa­
rations, .no more sin. These ex­
periences of the past will be for­
gotten. Our new home will be glori­
ous. most of all. because God him­
self will be with us. No longer shall 
we be baffled by life’s mysteries. No 
longer shall we be asking questions 
about things which we cannot 
understand. Our Father God will 
make all things new, and perfect, 
and beautiful.
• We thank thee. Father, for the 
home which Jesus is preparing for 

ail who love thee.
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Golden Text: But we believe that through the grace ol the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved 
even as they. Acts 15:11.

MONDAY. JUNE 16
The Council at Icrusalem—Aeta 15:1-11

1 And certain men which came 
down from Judaea taught the 
brethren, and said. Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye pannot be saved.

2 When therefore Paul and Bar­
nabas had no small dissension -and 
disputation with them, they deter­
mined tqat Paul and Barnabas, and 
certain other of them, should go up 
to Jerusalem unto the apostles and 
elders about this question.

3 And being brought on their 
way by the church, they passed 
through f henice and Samaria, de­
claring the conversion of the Gen- 

I tiles: and they caused great joy 
unto all the brethren.

4 And when they were come to 
Jerusalem, they were received of the 
church, and of the apostles and 
elders, and they declared all things 
that God had ‘done with them.

5 But there rose up certain of the 
sect of the Pharisees which be­
lieved. saying. That it was needful 
to circumcise them, and to com­
mand them to keep the law of 
Moses.
It And the apostles and elders 

came together for to .consider of 
this matter.

7 And when there had been much 
disputing. Peter rose up. and said 
unto them. Men and brethren, ye 
know how that a good while ago 
God made choice among. us, that 
the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel, and 
believe.

8 And Clod, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witness, giving 
them the Holy Ghost, even as he 
did unto us;

9 And put no difference between 
us and them, purifying their hearts 
by faith. I r

10 Now therefore why tempt ye 
God. to put a yoke upon the neck 

of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear?

11 But we believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they.

In churches, constituted of Jew­
ish believers it was difficult, espe­
cially in the Jerusalem church, to 
take off the old grave clothes of 
Judaism. They were slow to see 
that God saved by his grace and 
not by any ordinances or cere­
monies. Many of them still believed 
that circumcision was essential for 
salvation, even as certain groups 
today teach that baptism is essen­
tial for salvation. They were bound 
hand and foot by legalism—by Jew­
ish traditions. We have in many 
churches men and women who are 
strict adherents of the law. but they 
have missed the spirit of true wor­
ship and fellowship. Saul of Tarsus, 
according to his own testimony, was 
blameless as touching the right­
eousness found in the law, but 
Saul, before his conversion, was a 
stranger to the deeper things of 
God, to the regenerating grace of 
God. Before he met Jesus, he was 
constrained by the law; after he 
met Jesus, he was constrained by 
love. The religionists of Jesus' day 
accused Jesus of sacrilege and of 
blasphemy because he did not con­
form in his thinking and living to 
their legalistic patterns. They would 
crucify a man for violating the tra­
ditions of the fathers, but they 
would not turn their hand to help

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION READINGS 

For Individual Devotion*

M.—In the Dungeon. Jer. 38:7-13.
T.—Jerusalem Captured. Jer. 39:4-18.
W.—Jeremiah in Egypt. Jer. 43.1-7.
T.—Thankagiving. 1 Thee*. 1.
F.—PauFa Lahore. 1 Theaa. 1:1-15.
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the sick and suffering. Through the 
old-time prophets. Isaiah. Amo* 
Hosea, and Micah, God condemned 
the ancestors of the Jewish legalists 
for offering their sacrifices while 

-their hands were dripping with 
blood. Through the centuries has 
come his call: "He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy' 
and to walk humbly with thy God?" 
A living faith and loving service go 
together.

• Lead us, Lord, to worship thee 
in spirit and in truth, and to tell 

others of thy redemptive grace.

TUESDAY. JUNE 17
Th* Decision of th* Council-

Acts 15:12-21

12 ? Then all the multitude kept 
silence, and gave audience to Bar­
nabas and Paul, declaring what 
miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by 
them.

13 f And after they had held their 
peace, James answered, saying, 
Men and brethren, hearken unto 
me:

14 Simeon hath declared how 
God at the first did visit the Gen­
tiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name.

15 And to this agree the words of 
the prophets; as it is written,

16 After this I will return, and 
will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down; and I 
will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up:

17 That the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
is called, saith the Lord, who doeth 
all these things.

18 Known unto God are all hi* 
works from the beginning of the 
world.

19 Wherefore my sentence is, that 
We trouble not them, which from 
among the Genres are turned to 
God:

20 But that we write unto them, 
that they abstain from pollutions of 
idols, and from fornication, and 
from things strangled, and from 
blood.

21 For Moses of old time hath tn 
every city them that preach him. 
being readJn the synagogues every 
sabbath day.

When questions arose at Jeru­
salem and in other communities in­
fluenced by Judaism concerning law 
and salvation, when faraway Anti­
och was disturbed by the Jewish 
teaching that circumcision was es­
sential to salvation, the church at 
Antioch asked Paul and Barnabas 
and certain others to go to Jeru- 
salen^ and settle that controversy. 
No individual lives to himself and 
no church lives to itself. Whatever 
affects the welfare of one church 
affects other churches. The church 
at Antioch chose the wise course. 
In the discussion at Jerusalem they 
talked through the questions in­
volved and reached an agreement, 
an agreement influenced by the 
Holy Spirit. In this, the first 
Christian council, Peter, Barnabas. 
Paul, and James, and others ex­
pressed their opinions. Peter spoke 
out of his experience, especially 
with Cornelius, and his household. 
He expressed the conviction that 
the Holy Spirit had made no dis­
tinction between Jew and Gentile, 
and they both alike should be 
saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus. Then Barnabas and Paul, 
speaking out of their experiences 
in Gentile provinces, expressed a 
similar judgment. James, the pas­
tor of the Jerusalem church, joined 
with those faithful missionaries in 
the opinion that the Gentiles who 
turned to God should not be trou­
bled with the question which had 
been raised of ceremonial salvation. 
This Is one of the most significant 
decisions ever made in the history 
of Christianity. It went to the heart 
of the vital question of salvation 
and should have put an end for all 
time to the contention that men 
are saved by works, by ceremonies, 
or by ordinances, rather than by 
the grace of God. In the very next 
missionary journey when the Phll- 
Uppian jailer asked the preachers. 
“What must I do to be saved?” Paul 
answered. “Believe on the Lord

Jesus, Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” The message sent out to 
the churches from the Jerusalem 
council made clear the scriptural 
teaching .that Christian behavior 
should accompany salvation. Ethics 
and religion should be inseparable. 
High ideals and clean living and 
good works go hand-in-hand with 
the Christian profession.

• We thank thee. Lord, for thy 
churches and for the privilege of 
co-operating in the proclamation of 
the good news of salvation by grace.

1 WEDNESDAY. JUNE 18
Th* D*cr**a ol the Council—

Act* 15:22-28

22 Then pleased it the apostles 
and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas; namely. Judas surnamed 
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men 
among the brethren:

23 And they wrote letters by 
them after this manner; The apos­
tles and elders and brethren send 
greeting unto, the brethren which 
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia:

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, 
that certain which went out from * 
us have troubled you with words, 
subverting your souls, saying, Ye 
must -be circumcised, and keep the 
law: to whom we gave no such com­
mandment:

25 It seemed good unto us, being 
assembled with one accord, to send 
chosen men unto you with our be­
loved Barnabas and Paul,

26 Men that have hazarded their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

27 We have sent therefore Judas 
and Silas, who shall also tell you 
the same things by mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these neces­
sary things;

29 jhat ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from 
fornication: from which if ye keep 
yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare 
ye well.

The vote of the Jerusalem con­
ference was unanimous, although 
the radical Judaisers probably did 
not vote. James was a practical

pastor and did not stop with the 
vote. The Lord’s people must do 
more than pass resolutions. The 
next step was to get word to all the 
churches concerning the decisions 
in the conflict between spiritual 
religion and ceremonial religion. 
"And they wrote.’- They disclaimed 
(he conduct of the Judaizers in 
Aptioch and Jerusalem whose lives 
were not worthy to be compared 
with men like Barnabas and Saul, 
who had hazarded their lives for 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They recommended to the churches, 
by the messengers who were com­
missioned to carry the decision of 
the Jerusalem conference, to ab­
stain from idolatry, from immoral­
ity. and from murder. Churches, 
wherever constituted, should live up 
to the moral code. Everybody ought 

.to do right. Certainly the Lord’s 
redeemed should abstain from all 
evil. The ideal before us is that of 
holiness. “Be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.”

• "Take my will, and make it 
Thine."

THURSDAY, JUNE 19
Riqht*ou*n*** by Faith—Galatian* 2:11-21

11 But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the 
face, because he was to be blamed.

12 For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the 
Gentiles: but when they were come, 
he withdrew and separated himself, 
fearing them which were of the cir­
cumcision.

13 And the other Jews dissembled 
likewise with him; insomuch that 
Barnabas also was carried away 
with their dissimulation.

14 But when I saw that they 
walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all. If thou, be­
ing a Jew, livest after the manner 
of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, 
why compellest thou the Gentiles to 
live as do the Jews?

15 We who are Jews by nature, 
and not sinners of the Gentiles,

16 Knowing that a man-is not 
justified by the works of the law. 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ,
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even we, have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith of Christ. and not by 
the works of the law for by the 
works of the law shall no fiesh be 
justified.

17 But if, while we seek to be 
r justified by Christ, we ourselves also 

are found sinners, is therefore 
Christ the minister of sin? God 
forbid.

18 For if I build again thi things' 
which I destroyed, I make tnyself a 
transgressor.

19. For I through the law am dead 
to the law, that I might live unto 
God.

20 1 am crucified With Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not /, but 
Christ liveth tn me: and the life 
which I now live in the fiesh 1 live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.

21 I do not frustrate the grace of ’ 
God: for if righteousness come by 
thehiw^hen Christ is dead in vain.

It was difficult In Paul’s day. even 
as it is in this age, for unregener­
ated people to grasp the truth that 
they must be saved by the grace of 
Ood through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and not by good works. Good 
works is the result of salvation and 
not the*cause of salvation. The 
righteousness which is acceptable 
before God is the righteousness 
which Christ gave us when he ex­
changed places, with us and was 
made “to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." In 
the contention at Antioch when 

. some of the members of the Jeru­
salem church who still insisted that 
circumcision had something to. do - 
with salvation, Paul rebuked the 

^apostle Peter for his behavior, and 
throughout his letter to the Gala­
tians. he made clear the truth that 
man is not justified by works, but 
by the grace of Christ Jesus, even 
we who believe in Christ Jesus. But 
the Christian experience goes still 
further. Not only do we stand justi­
fied before God. by faith in Christ, 
but we have been crucified with 
Christ and the life which we now 
live is Christ living in us—Christ 
who loved us and gave himself for

We hear thee gay, “If any man 
will come after mle. let him tleny 
himself, and take'up hia cross, and

1 Stand fast therefore in the lib­
erty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.

2 Behold. I Paul say unto you, 
that if ye be circumcised. Christ 
shall profit you nothing.

3 For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law.

4 Christ is become of no effect 
unto you. whosoever of you are 
justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace.

5 For we through the Spirit wait 
. for the hope of righteousness by 
faith.

6 For in Jesus Christ neither cir­
cumcision avatleth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which 
worketh by love.

Lightfoot, In his great exposition 
of Paul’s letter to the Galatians, 
says, “Having escaped from the 
slavery of heathenism they would 
fain bow to the slavery of Juda­
ism." In this Scripture passage 
which we have just read, Paul con­
trasts law and grace. He is saying, 
in effect, “If you want to base Justi­
fication on law, you will have to put 
it on the plane of debt and leave 
grace out." If we try to discharge 
our obligation to God as we would 
other debts, we have a hopeless 
task, for nobody can pay the debt 
which he owes to God. The expres­
sion. "Ye have fallen from grace," 
means that people who base salva­
tion on works rather than on grace 
have discarded grace as a system, 
not as an experience. The words 
"are fallen away," mean literally, 
"are banished’’—you have shut 
grace out of your lives. Then Paul 
points out the advantage of a spir­
itual religion over a ceremonial re­
ligion. of grace over law. Faith 
whereby we avail ourselves of the 
grace of God is more than accept­
ance of a-doctrine. It is a spiritual 
experience that works. As Paul puts 
it: “Faith which worketh by love.”
• So constrain us by thy love that 
faith operating In our lives may 
exalt thee and point our brother 
men to Jesus Christ as Saviour and 

Lord.

follow me" Lord, we bear that 
cross with thee, for thou livest in us 
and makeat possible service in thy 

name.

SATURDAY. JUNE 21

FRIDAY. JUNE 20

1 There is therefore now no eon 
dem nation to them which are fa 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after th, 
fleshy but after the Spirit

2 For the law of the Spirit of Hit 
in Christ Jesus hath made me fret 
from the law of sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do 
fn that it was weak through the 
flesh. God sending his own Son tn 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and far 
sin. condemned sin in the flesh

4 That the righteousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us who 
walk not after the fiesh. but after 
the Spirit.

5 For they that are after the fltsh 
do mind the things of the flesh; bat 
they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is 
death; but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace. .

7 Because the carnal mind is en­
mity against God for it U not sub­
ject to the law of God neither in­
deed can be.

8 So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you. the 
body is dead because of sin; but the 
Spirit is life because of righteous­
ness.

In his foreword to Facing Life 
and Getting the Best of it. the au­
thor, Dr. Clarence Edward Macart­
ney. said that the last time he was 
in London he came upon the say­
ing of a famous English psycholo­
gist: “After years of experience in 
dealing with the ills and troubles 
and sins and passions of men and 
women, he goes on record as say­
ing: 'There is no victory in life, 
save through religion.’ ” John in 
his first epistle said: “This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." In the eighth 
chapter of Paul’s letter to the 
Romans which begins with “no 
condemnation" and ends with "no 
separation," Paul tells us that 
Christ ,has made us free from the 
law of sin and of death. Christ 
does something for men and women 
enslaved by sin and fear which no 
one else in the universe can do. He 
not only emancipates from the 

bondage of sin. but he fills the 
heart with joy and with the peace 
of God which passeth all under­
standing. Christ has put the be- 
hevpr where theTbrces of hell can­
not destroy him. He does what the 
law cannot do, what government 
cannot do. what society cannot do. 
We were dead in trespasses and in 
tin. but God . . . hath quickened 
us together with Christ." The words, 
but God" point the" way to deliver­

ance Having been freed from the 
law of sl» and of death, we are 
still sublet to the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus. We are no longer un­
der the sentence of death, but we 
are bondslaves of Jesus Christ. His 
will is our law. “For me to live is 
Christ.”
• Have Thine own way, Lord! 

Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being 

Absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit - 
f Till all shall see 
Christ only, always, 

Living in me.

SUNDAY. JUNE 22
Complete in Christ—Colosslans 3:1-17

8 But ,now ye also put off all 
these; anger, wrath, malice, blas­
phemy, filthy communication out of 
your mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing 
that ye have put off the old man 
with his deeds,

10 And have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge

Lessons from the Early Church
1 Corinthian* 3:1-15 
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after the image of him that created 
him:

11 Where \there is neither Greek 
nor Jew. Circumcision nor uncir­
cumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 
in all.

12 Put on therefore, as the elect 
of God. holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man 
have a.quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you. so also do ye.

14 And above all these things put 
on charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness.

15 And let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, to the which also ye 
are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him.

Having been raised together with 
Christ in this new life, we are to 
set our mind on the things that are 
above, not on the things that are 
upon the earth. A new life de­
mands thRt we put away evil 
things, that we put of! the old man 
with his doings, and put on the

LESSON FOR JUNE M. 1M1

MONDAY. JUNE 23
The Gospel of Glory— 

1 Corinthians 3:1-11
1 Ind I. brethren, could not 

speak unto you as unto spiritual, 
but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ.

2 I have fed you with milk, and 
not with meat: for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it. neither yet now 
are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal: for 

new man in whom Christ is all and 
in all. We are to put on a heart 
that is compassionate and forbear­
ing and forgiving. Love and peace 
are to rule the new life. The word 
of Christ is to be our daily counsel 
and comfort. Spiritual songs, not 
jazz music, are to fill our hearts as 
we teach and admonish one an­
other and with thanksgiving make 
our requests known unto God. 
Every room in the life is to be dedi­
cated to the Lord Jesus. In the life 
of Charles Studd, the story is told 
of his experience with F. B. Meyer, 
who was then a young preacher. 
He found Meyer one day reading 
the Bible and asked him what he 
was doing. The young preacher 
said he was trying to find the will 
of God for his life. Studd asked 
Meyer if he had turned over to 
Christ every key in his life. He 
thought a moment and said, "Yes, 
every key but one." He said to 
Meyer. "Before you can be blest in 
your ministry, you must surrender 
every key to Jesus Christ." After 
several days’ struggle. Meyer sur­
rendered that key with ail others 
to his Lord, and he sought there­
after, whatever he did in word or 
in deed, to do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. The world was 
made richer by the life of the man 
who had given to Christ the control 
of every part of his life.

• So control our desires, the medi­
tations of our heart, Holy Father, 
that thy peace may rule in our 

hearts.

whereas there is among you envy­
ing. and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men?

4 For while one saith. I am of 
Paul; and another. I am of Apollos; 
are ye not carnal?

5 Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every man?

6 I have planted. Apollos wa­
tered; but God gave the increase.
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7 So tMn neither ig he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth: but God that giveth the 
increase.

8 Now he that planteth and he 
r that watereth are one and every 

man shall receive his own reward 
according to hit own labour.

9 For we are labourers together 
with Ood: ye are God’s husbandry,' 
ye are God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God 
dhtch is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid. the 
foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon.

11 For other • foundation cun no 
man lay than that is laid, which it 
Jesus Christ.

Like many churches in our own 
day. the fellowship of the church 
of_£orimh was marred by jealousv 
and strife. F. W. Robertson calls 
attention to three elements in the 
membership of that church—Greek, 
Jew. Roman. One asked for a 
purely intellectual religion, another 
for signs, a third for equal position 
in a democracy. The church was 
divided o'n the question of preach­
ers. Some were for Apollos, the 
young man; others for Paul, the 
older ntan; some for Cephas; 
others, renouncing human leader­
ship. were for Christ, they said. 
Paul reminded them that while 
each minister had his part in the 
building of a church, their depend­
ence must be on God who. alone, 
gives the increase. Churches and 
individuals should look well to their 
foundations, laid not by men, but 
by Jesus Christ. Every man’s spir­
itual experience must be based on 
Christ and not on man. ’ There is 
fiune bther name under heaven 
given among men. whereby we must 
be saved.” There is. therefore, no 
place for jealousy and strife with 
any individual or church which has 
Christ as its foundation; and not 
any man or group of men. To 
quote Robertson: "To see the part 
played by each individual in God’s 
world, which he alone can play, to 
do our owh share in the acting, and 
to feel that each is an integral, 
essential portion of the whole, not 
interfering with the rest, that is 
the only emancipation from parti­
sanship.” 

TUESDAY, JUNE 24 
Th*  Gospel of Ub*riy

• Help us to se«/. our Heav'enly 
Father, that the work is thine, not 
ours, and that we are fellow work­

ers with thee.

I Corinthian. 3:12-11

12 Now if any, man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, pre­
cious stones, wood, hay. stubble;

13 Every man's work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be re­
vealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work of what sort 
it is.

14 If any man's work abide which 
he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward.

15 if any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as 
by fire.

16 Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God. and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you?

17 If any man defile the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are.

18 Let no man deceive himself. 
If any man among you seemeth to 
be wise in this world, let him be­
come a fool, that he may be wise.

God has laid the foundation, but 
he expects us to build on that foun­
dation. and that building will be 
tested by the Master Builder. It 
will be tested by fire. It may be 
that someone reading these words 
is now passing through the fire— 
the fire of affliction, the fire of 
temptation, the fire of persecution, 
or the fire of adversity. Remember 
the words of the apostle Peter:
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 

now for a season, if need be, ye are 
in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: that the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth. though 
it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
We desire to present to God at the 
end of the day, not only the foun­
dation which he laid for us, but a 
structure built to his glory. Here 
is a test of our God-given liberty. 
Each one of us is free to do as he 
pleases so long as he pleases to do 
the will of God and to fulfil the 
divine purpose. We are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto 
salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the last day The foundation Is 
sure to stand the test. No man can

take that from us. but what th™ 
the building, which we are^ 
structing by our own will an(| WoJ‘ 
and work? What sort of tew! 
are we building for the Holy Spuir 
We have only one brief life in which 
to build on the foundation which k 
provided in' Christ. Will the stmt 
ture which we erect stand in 
judgment, or will we be saved vm 
as by fire? 7

• We pray that, daily, thou wih 
direct us in what we think and nr 
and do. so that we may be con- 
formed to our Lord Jesus Chrut 
and that we may glorify thee, our

Father, by our lives.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
Th*  Gosp*)  for th*  G*ntil*.  Act. 10:3441

34 « Then Peter opened his 
mouth, and said. Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of 
persons:

35 But in every nation he that 
feareth him. and worketh right­
eousness. is accepted with him.

36 The word which God sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord 
of all:)

37 That word. I say. ye know, 
which was published throughout all 
Judaea, .and began from Galilee, 
after the baptism which John 
preached;

38 How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were op­
pressed of the devil; for God was 
with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all 
things which he did both in the 
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a 
tree:

40 Him God raised up the third 
day, and shewed him openly;

41 Not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses chosen before of Ood. 
even to us, who did eat and drink 
with him after he rose from the 
dead.

42 And he commanded us to 
preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was or­
dained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead.

43 To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name 

whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remissio^of sins.

When William Carey, the pioneer 
in modern missions, proposed as a 
subject for discussion by a group 
of ministers "Whether the com­
mand given to the Apostles, to 
teach all nations, was not obliga­
tory on all succeeding ministers to 
the end of the world, seeing that 
the accompanying promise was of 
equal ext/nt." he was rebuked for 
such a suggestion, for they said 
that when God pleased to convert 
the heathen, he would do it with­
out consulting Carey or anyone 
else In our own day we have met 
people who said that they did not 
believe in foreign missions. There 
is plenty of work to do at home; 
let the heathen alonq. That was 
the attitude of many men in apos- 
toiic/days. especially amdng Jewish 
believers. Peter himself had to be 
converted by a vision before he 
would go as a missionary to a Gen­
tile home. He learned in that ex­
perience that God is no respecter 
of persons, but that in every nation 
people may find God. Peter learned, 
as we must learn, that through the 
name of Jesus Christ, whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive re­
mission of sins. There is no salva­
tion in any other way. The gospel 
which saves in America, saves in 
Asia and Africa. We are under in­
escapable obligation to carry to all 
men that message of redemption 
from sin. God has chosen us as 
ambassadors for Christ, and by us 
is beseeching sinners to be recon­
ciled to God.

• "Blessed be the Lord God. the 
Ood of Israel, who only doeth won­
drous things. And blessed be his 
glorious name for ever: and let the 
whole earth be filled, with his 

glory."

THURSDAY, JUNE 26
Chricttcmity'a Mwsag* —Acts 13:32-39

32 And we declare unto you glad 
tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fathers.

33 God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised up Jesus again; as it is 
also written in the second psalm. 
Thou art my Sori, this day have I 
begotten thee.

34 And as concerning that he 
raised him up from the dead, now 
no more to return to corruption, he 

said on this (wise. I will give you the 
sure mercies of David.

35 Wherefore he saith also in an­
other psalm, Thou shalt not suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.

36 For David, after he had served 
his own generation by the will of 
God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto 
his fathers, and saw corruption:

31 But he, whom God raised 
again, saw no corruption.

38 ’ Be it known unto you there­
fore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins:

39 And by him all that believe 
(are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses.

Paul is saying here that God kept 
his promise in raising Jesus from 
the dead. God always keeps his 
promise. God is not slack concern-, 
ing his promises, although one day 
may be with the Lord as a thou­
sand years. The writer to the He­
brews says that because it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who 
have fled for refuge have a strong 
consolation, an unshaken hope, an 
anchor which enters within the 
veil and holds fast. In the good 
news which Paul carried to Antioch 
in Pisidia on his first missionary y 
tour was not only the assurance 
that Jesus was risen from the dead, 
but that he would never return to 
death. Therefore, the believer 
risen with Christ would never go 
back to the old estate of death. 
The good news carried also the 
promise of forgiveness from sins, 
and of justification in the sight of 
God. The good news which we are 
commissioned to carry to every 
creature in the world is the mes­
sage of the crucified and risen 
Saviour, who bore our sins on' the 
cross and opened for us a living 
way to God. The only conditions 
prescribed are repentance and 
faith, All who believe are justified 
before God. With confidence we 
can take that message to every 
mail woman, and child in the 
woifi. Missionaries have not found 
a tribe where there was not sooner 
or later a response to this message.

• Lord, there are so many who have 
never • heard the good news. For­
give us that we have been so slow 
to obey thy commission. Take us 
and use our lives, our talents, our 
money for making Christ known to 

all men.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27
Th*  Growth of th*  kingdom—

Matthow 19:3135

31 r Another parable put he forth 
unto them, saying. The kingdom of 
heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
&eed. which a man took, and sowed 
fn his field:

32 Which indeed is the least of 
all seeds: but when it is grown, it 
is the greatest among herbs, and 
becometh a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof.

33 f Another parable spake he 
unto them; The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven, which a woman 
took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened-

34 All these things spake Jesus 
unto the multitude in parables: 
and without a parable spake he not 
unto them:

35 That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, 1 will open my fnouth in 
parables; I will utter things which 
have been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.

In all of his teachings Jesus used 
parables, or illustrations. Someone 
has defined a parable as "an earth­
ly story with a heavenly meaning.” 
Jesus used illustrations with which 
the people were familiar. The 
identification of the mustard seed 
which, obviously, was not quite the 
same as the mustard plants with 
which we are familiar, does not 
affect the lesson. Out of a tin/ 
seed as small as a speck grew a 
tree. Here we have a "great result 
from a small beginning." The 
teaching of Jesus on this spiritual 
process reminds us of the state­
ment in Zechariah: "Who hath 
despised the day of small things?” 
Nobody thought that from a little 
group of obscure men in Jerusalem 
would come a vital spiritual influ­
ence which would affect the whole 
world. Men “shall come from the 
east, and from the west, and from 
the north, and from the south, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of 
God.” "The stone which the build­
ers rejected, the same is become the 
head of the comer: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes.” Read again the ex­
periences of Carey in India, of 
Morrison in China, of Judson in 
Burma, of Paton in the New Heb­
rides. These men all toiled for
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years without visible mults, but 
Ood Rave a rich harvest. One of 
the most thrilling stories in modem 
missions is that of the Lohe Star 
mission in pie' Telugu held in 
Southeast India, where American 
Baptists labored for years without 
results Two or three times in their 
conventions they considered very 
seriously the abandonment of that 
mission, but they were persuaded 
to continue It a little longer. Then 
the Spirit of Ood gave the harvest,- 
and in one day 2.222 converts were 
baptized. This kingdom shall spread 
over the earth until “he shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea. and 
from the river unto the ends of 
the earth.” This growth of the 
kingdom will be through spiritual 
processes and not through alliances 
with earthly kingdoms.

• We worship thee. Almighty God. 
as Ruler of heaven and earth, for 
we know that thou must reign until 
meu_ol-<yery nation and tribe and 
tongue shall confess thee as Lord 

of all.

SATURDAY. JUNE 28
The Council of the Church-Act* IStM

1 And certain men which came 
down from Judaea taught the 
brethren, and said. Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye canntit be saved

2 When therefore Paul and Barn­
abas had no small dissension and 
disputation with them, they deter­
mined that Paul and Barnabas, and 
certain other of them, should go up 
to Jerusalem unto the apostles and 
elders about this question.

3 And being brought on their way 
oy the church, they passed through 
Phenice and Samaria, declaring the 
conversion of the Gentiles: and 
they caused great joy unto all the 
brethren.

4 And when they were come to 
Jerusalem, they were received of 
the church, and of the apostle's and 
elders, and they declared all things 
that God had done with them.

5 But there rose up certain of the 
sect of the Pharisees which be­
lieved, saying, That it was needful 
tg circumcise them, and to com­
mand them to keep the law of 
Moses. I •

Fage Sixty Jour

fl 1 And the apostles and elders 
came together far to consider of 
this matter.

The young missionary church at 
Antioch had gone beyond the 
mother church at Jerusalem. Be­
cause it was largely a Gentile 
church and was more cosmopolitan 
in its outlook, it was free from the 
social, racial, and religious preju­
dice of the Jerusalem church. Paul 
and Barnabas and- other chosen 
men were sent to Jerusalem with an 
escort, and as they passed through 
the Intervening provinces they told 
the good news of the conversion of 
the Gentiles. The brethren who 
heard them along the Way were 
happy. This is a part of the service 
rendered by missionary publica­
tions i In telling the Lord's people 
about the triumphs of the gospel 
in other lands. ‘ Such tidings always 
bring Joy to the hearts of men and 
women who love God and desire to 
do his will. The men representing 
the Antioch church were courte­
ously received by the Jerusalem 
church. Note that these were spe­
cific organizations — local, visible 
churches. In the Jerusalem con­
ference the brethren faced the 
whole question of spiritual religion 
versus cer.emonial religion, and the 
verdict was given “with one accord" 
for spiritual religion.

• We pray that thy Spirit may like­
wise lead all of our churches to 
settle vital questions in accordance 

with thy will.

SUNDAY. JUNE 29
Increasing Joy—Isaiah B:l-7

1 Nevertheless the dimness shall 
not be such as was in her vexation, 
when at the first he lightly afflicted 
the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, and afterward did 
more grievously afflict her by the 
way of the sea. beyond Jordan, in 
Galilee of the nations.

2 The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light: 
they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the na­
tion, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, and as men re- 
jotce when they divide the spoil.

4 For thou hast broken the yoke 
of his- burden, and the staff of his 

shoulder, the rod of his oppressor 
as in the day of Midian.

5 For every battle of the warrior 
is with confused noise, and oar 
ments rolled in blood; but this shea 
be with burning and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a child is bom 
unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father 
The Prince of Peace.

1 Of the increase of his govern­
ment and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David. and 
upon his kingdom, to order tt and 
to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.

After giving a catalog of dark 
sins in the first letter to the church 
at Corinth. Paul said: And such 
were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God." Will such a blessed condi­
tion endure forever? Human gov­
ernments rise and fall; what about 
the kingdom which promises and 
provides such deliverance from 
bondage, darkness, and oppression? 
“Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish It with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this.” Let us hasten 
to carry to the nations the message 
of such a glorious kingdom. One of 
the South’s fairest daughters was 
leaving for West Africa as a mis­
sionary under appointment of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. Someone reminded her of 
the perils of climate and disease in 
the tropics. She Replied. "Yes, I 
have thought of all that, but I 
would rather go. doing the will of 
God. if I lived only thirty days after 
reaching Africa, than to remain 
here, disobedient to God’s call, and 
live- many years.”

• We thank thee, Lord of hosts and 
Saviour of our souls, that some day 
thou shalt overcome the world, and 
every knee shall bow and every 1 
tongue shall confess that thou art 
Jesus Christ, the Lord, to the glory

of our Father in heaven.
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Open Windows 
as a Quarterly

Beginning January I, I94l, Optn Window, 
sued as a quarterly instead of a monthly, and contains 
ninety-six pages instead of thirty-two pages as former­
ly. The discussion for each day is based on some verse 
or part of verse for the Sunday School Daily Bible 
Reading for the day or from some closely related pas- 
age. The suggestion is made that the entire passage 
as selected for the day will be read as a part of 
family devotions.
Price in quantities of ten or more copies mailed to 
one address, five cents the copy, twenty cents the 
year, or in any quantity with other literature, five 
cents the copy. Single subscriptions, forty cents 
the year each. Cash must accompany order-for 
single subscriptions.
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There is sunlight for your mind and soul and spirit, as 
well as for your physical self, at Ridgecrest, Southern 
Baptist Assembly in western North Carolina. For Ridge­
crest offers you a vacation with enduring spiritual values. 
Ridgecrest offers you the healing quietness of the hills, 
the strength and inspiration of Christian fellowship, and 
the opportunity to rcvisualize and revitalise yourself as 
a worker in Christ’s kingdom. . . . Plan now to come 
to Ridgecrest this summer. Plan especially to come 
for the Southwide Summer Sunday School Conference, 
July 12-18. during which challenging conferences on all 
phases of Extension Department work will l>e held daily.

♦ June 1119 Southwide Baptist Student Retreat
June 24-July, 4—Young Woman’s Auxiliary Camp
July '5-11—North Carolina Training Union Assembly
July 12-18—Southwide Summer Sunday School Confer- 

ence
Church Architecture Conference

July 19-25—Southwide Baptist Training Union Assembly
July 26-August 1—Editorial Conference

Southwide Church Music Emphasis 
Conference

— w
August 9-15—Foreign Mission Board Conference
August 2-8—Home Mission Board Conference
August 16-22—Bible and Christian Life Conference

Special Bible Study
Baptist Brotherhood Conference
Christian Education Conference

August 23-31—Preaching Week ( Dr. George W. Truett) 
Special Bible Study
Relief and Annuity Board Conference

All Summer, July 8-Augustv 19—Camp Ridgecrest for 
Boys

A post card th Perry Morgan, Ridgecrest, North Carolina, will bring you comply 
information about programs, rates, and reservations


