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Can the Home Department pupil help the 
main school? To suggest such a thing seems 
strange to some folks. Of course they un­
derstand that the weekly offering from the 
Home Department helps to buy literature, and 
that the occasional missionary offering helps 
tbe mission budget ; and they understand 
how that tbe total enrollment Is helped by 
their being members; but that there Is any 
other way In which they can be a'real help 
has not occurred to them. There Is no part 
of a church that ought not to be utilized to 
help every other department The church 
ought to be cooperative. And so In this way, 
the Home Department ought to be made to 
add Its share to the general uplift of the 
church at large, and tbe Sunday school in 
particular.

The members of tbe Home Department can 
help materially with their prayers. If our 
Sunday school Is to be a power in evangel­
ism, then the prayers of those at home will 
count for much. Some of our best folks, 
oft times, are kept at home on account of ill- 
health. But ill-health is no barrier between 
that soul and the throne of grace. It was 
through two good, bed-ridden women that the 
Lord sent Moody to England, and brought 
that great revival that swept the Islands 
through his preaching. These women could 
not attend church, but they prayed that God 
would send a revival, and tbe result was the 
mighty work of Moody and Sankey. Supjmse 
these two bad been satisfied to remain In 
idleness. Suppose they had said: “We can­
not go, therefore, we will remain Idle.” 
Doubtless the revival would not have come at 
that time. God used them—shut-ins as they 
were—to bring about his work of grace. He 
can use every member of the Home Depart­
ment in tbe same way.

And the Home Department member can 
l>e a booster, too. 1 do not feel it at all out 
of place to put boosting alongside of pray­
ing. One of the greatest churches In Amer­
ica owes much of its life and success in reach­
ing men, to the fact that its 3,000 members 
are lioosters. They think their church the 
greatest, and their Sunday school the great­
est, and their pastor the greatest of any 
church and Sunday school and pastor In the 

whole country. In such a spirit the mem­
bers of the Home Department can boost tbe 
Sunday'school to all comers. Even though 
shut in. the Home Department folks see peo­
ple, and to these they can take the message 
of what the church is doing.

And because of the fact that they are abut 
In and have much more time for meditation 
and study, tbe members of this department 
can plan and. advise. There must be great 
care exercised right here, lest the plans they 
evolve be too theoretical. But theory is nec­
essary, and the practical superintendent can 
add practical ideas to those advanced, and 
thus avoid that trouble. There are many 
good ideas in Sunday school work that never 
come to light because those thinking them 
out are out of touch with tbe oflicers. Th“ 
Home Deisirtment ought, thus, to be brough 
into closer touch with the main school, an 
esi>ecially with the superintendent, and the 
plans of Its members conserved. The mem­
bers of this department can also advise in 
many instances. Many things are not seen 
by those who are near at band, while those 
who are in a measure out of touch see them, 
or hear of them and can give most whole­
some advice concerning them.

But one of the great works possible for 
tbe members of the Home Department is that 
of jiersonal evangelism. This is a work that 
can never cease. When it stops tbe wheels 
of progress In the kingdom of God will stop 
turning. It may be that there will drop Into 
the home a Sunday school boy or girl who 
are almost persuaded to do that their bet­
ter nature calls them to do. A word in the 
quietness of tbe home to them, and a prayer 
with them, will set them on that way that 
is right. Or a woman untouched by the Sun­
day school may come in. What an oppor­
tunity for the shut-in to do effective work for 
the kingdom! God’s plan has always been 
to save men by individuals. There can never 
come to i>as8 what we sometime® sing, the 
saving of a nation In a day, unless It would 
tie by saving each member thereof individu­
ally. We cannot save as a whole. And the 
work of the members of the Home Depart­
ment Is to “win one.’’ There can be no 
greater work vouchsafed to any man or 
woman.
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Finding Things to Enjoy.
ANNS GUILBZRT MAHON.

“What a change there is In Mrs. Arnold." 
said one friend to another at a large recep­
tion. "She used to be so sad. so depressed-- 
and, of course, she had troubles and worries 
enough to depress her; but now she is so 
different. She looks so happy and well. Wave 
her circumstances changed?"

"No,” replied the other woman, "I believe 
she has just as many trials and worries ns 
she. used to have. It is her attitude that has 
changed. She told me she had learned the 
Wisdom of finding things to enjoy In life, not 
waiting for them to come to her. but looking 
for them, going out of her way to find them 
—even among the trials and troubles—and 
she has found that true happiness comes that 
way."

How many of us really go out of our way 
to find things to enjoy? Do we not rather 
wait and expect things to come to us which 
will make us happy and then complain or 
fret If they do not come or If we meet with 
disappointment and adversity?

We are keen enough when It comes to find 
Ing tl>e disappointments, the hardships, the 

k trials, the sorrows. Are we equally alert to 
■ And our blessings, to And things to enjoy?

"Just my luck!" How often do we hear 
this expression when misfortunes come"? Do 
we bear It as often when the reallv good 
things happen?

If we were as quick to discern the pleas­
ant things, the "lucky" things, ns we are to 
detect the unpleasant, would not our Ilves be 
far richer, fuller, happier? Would not every­
one around us be happier because of us? ‘

It depends all on the way we look at life. 
Its problems, its disappointments, and Its 
blessings as to whether we shall be happy or 
not, and as to whether we shall make others 
happy. One who is-rslstently looks on the 
bright side, who meets and conquers obsta 
'us I™',’'1-'’; "ho ,'™ri* ,rtal" "“*> sorrows 
with fortitude Is usually the one who says he 
has had “a happy life." Such a person 
Ignores the unpleasant things, the trials, the 
hardships, even the sorrows, and persistently 
clings to the happy memories and the bright 
"* u? Ilfe’ He h“* ,earn«l the wisdom of 
cultivating resources which will make him 
happy tn spite of adverse drcumstanees, losses 
and disappointments. He has determinedly 
gone out of his way to find things to enjoy— 
homely, trivial, everyday things they may 
have been, but he has set himself to And them 
and enjoy them, and he Is harder In oonse- 
quence and lives a Runny, helpful )jfe

Certain things there are In thia life whhh 
can always be depended upon to make us 
happy, to cause pleasure, in spit? of the 
trouble* and vicissitudes which may come. 
Whe la the person who cult Iva tea these gen 
oral pleasure*, who makes the moat of them, 
and who finds hfa enjoyment In them, for he 
has resources which solitude. bereavement 
disappointment, low, trouble cannot touch’ 
Earthly losseHsions, human comimnionshtiNc. 
congenial environment, all are subject to loss 
and change. Wise fa the person who culti 
rates pleasures which will stand by him when 
other things fall, of which he can be sure no 
matter where he may l>e situated, no matter 
how many changes may come into his life.

One of the never-falling sources of pleasure 
is a love of nature. Wherever one’s lot may 
t>e cast this In an unfailing source of joy and 
entertainment, lie who takes genuine pleas­
ure in a beautiful sunset, a bit of scenery, the 
beauties of the changing seasons, the a|q>re 
elation of even small glimpses of woodland. 
Held, highway, who enters with Interest Into 
the absorbing study and Joy of contact with 
wild flowers, bird and animal life, has a 
source of pleasure which will last through 
earthly life. Wise fa he who cultivates a love 
of nature, who seeks her companionship, who 
exiteriences her largeness, her comfort, her 
Joy.

Another source of happiness Is found in 
reading. There are books to suit our every 
mood. There are books which will take us 
out o” ourselves and make us forget trouble 
and vexation. There are books which will 
furnish pleasant com) mn ionship for us. which 
will make us think, which will stimulate us 
to do the best that Is in us. Always are 
bcMjks ready to minister to our various needs 
and moods and add to our happiness.

Making the most of our talents is another 
source of happiness. No one fa utterly de­
void of talent, with one it may be music, with 
another art. another may have mechanical 
prowess. As we develop along the lines we 
are best fitted for and pursue the avocation 
Which to us fa most attractive, do we find 
advancement, self-expression, happiness?

Work for others Is |M*rhaps the most satis­
fying of all personal resources which are 
given us in this world. To lose oneself In 
philanthropic work, in large or small move 
nients for the advancement and betterment of 
mankind, forgetting one's sorrows and Josses 
in ministering to others, Is the source of the 

dee|>est, most satisfying joy. Work for others 
fa a remedy which has healed more broken 
hearts, put more life and interest and en­
thusiasm into listless, heartsick men and 
women, than any other thing in the world. 
It is a resource which fa all-absorbing, which 
never fails, and which fa rich In twofold

Our Mistakes as Parents.
WM. LUNSFORD, D.D.

We are never so sensible of our own mis­
takes as when about to call attention to the 
mistakes of others. For that reason we 
should approach such a task with no affected 
timidity.

LIFE IS MADE UP OF A VARIETY OF RELATIONS.

And as long as we are tenants of the body, 
we shall make mistakes in them all. The ob­
ject of this message is not to bold up an ideal 
or an impossible standard in the matter of 
governing our children, but to call attention 
to some mistakes that are so common, and 
nt the same time so ruinous, as to make 
reformation an indispensable thing.

One of the greatest thinkers of our country 
said some time ago that civilization was face 
to face with a danger of the most alarming 
kind; the decay of family life.

He discoursed on the subject with marked 
ability, bestowing his disapprobation on the 
modem woman, saying among other things: 
“The chances are against a woman P. H. D. 
ever entering wifehood or motherhood. lie 
attributed ibis not so much to her education 
as to her prearranged plan of life.

It is true that the statisticians of repute in 
America, England, France, and Germany have 
been calling attention to the decay of the 
large family.

A modern American writer has said that 
the large family in America fa doomed, and 
we might as well make the most of it.

I. We have made a mMakc in allowing 
family government to break down.

There is hardly any such thing as family 
government any more. Children in this day 
know but little of discipline, or of living by 
any rule in the home. Children now are 
looked upon as objects to be petted, coddled, 
entreated, begged, persuaded, hired, and are 
never really commanded excejrt in tits of 
Irritation and anger. The Scripture was to 
command and enforce.

II. We make a mistake in not realizing 
that we arc rctiponitiblc (and will be so held) 
for the character of our children.

We shall soon be gone. Not many parents 
here today will be here twenty-five years from

blessing—the happiness of the individual and 
the enrichment and happiness of mankind.

These resources, these things to enjoy, are 
wholly independent of life's changes, of vicis­
situdes, of bereavements even. Wise fa the 
person who cultivates bis resources, who find* 
things to enjoy. *

now. Many will l>e gone in ten years; some 
in five,, a nd doubtless some in one. Twenty 
years from now the minister who stands in 
your pulpit will look Into new faces. Not 
many adults here now will be here then. If 
not dead, old age will have driven you in 
doors, from which place you will look out 
upon a world, in which you have lost your 
place of activity.

We are being pursued by a great army of 
children who will capture everything. They i 
will l>e running your banks, and stores, and 1 
courts, and railroads, and schools, and govern­
ment

What will be their character? The respon­
sibility fa on us as parents; God has put it 
there, the children have put it there: society 
has put it there. The child 1s everything. 
With resi>e<t to its training, everything 
dwindles by comparison.

III. We make a mistake in the kind of 
culture we give our children.

There are three things here to be con­
sidered, the physical, moral, and intellectual. 
Neither should be neglected. There is noth­
ing more important to the child than physical 
culture.

Physical culture has become a modern 
science. Physicians of all schools have found 
that there is nothing that so contributes to 
the making of a sound body as the physical 
culture of the child. It is amazing how 
readily the body resiwnds to that sort of 
thing. A boy or girl with poor development, 
with a narrow and sunken chest, can be made 
strong and rugged in an amazingly short time 
by careful attention to this Ride of the child’s 
training. Peep breathing, dumb bells, tennis 
courts, long walks and oj»en windows at night 
are the very best of modern physicians.

It fa a lamentable mistake not to watch the 
physical side of my child’s development.

There is, too, the intellectual. Our mistake 
here fa carrying the emphasis too far. It fa 
books, books, books. By and by weak eyes 
develop, and stooi>ed shoulders apjiear, and 
the health cracks, and then we go back and 
try to bring up the physical. Often It fa too 
late, and we send out upon the world a boy
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or girl not physic-ally able to cope with the 
problems and tasks of lite.

It, on the other hand, the body should keep 
strong, and our children close their school 
days as Intellectual prodigies, If the spiritual 
has been neglected, we have given them only 
a one-sided culture. Seek first the kingdom 
of God Is the divine plan for a long and use­
ful life.

So many are seeking first for their children 
all other things, and leaving off the oue In­
dispensable thing. The time will soon come 
to that child of yours when nothing but re­
ligion will answer Its needs. There are thou­
sands of questions that can never be settled 
outside of It. Sorrows on top of sorrows, 
financial troubles that bow the bead and bow 
the heart, loved ones will die, mother will be 
taken. What will you do then?

You will need nothing so much then as your 
Bibles. A young mother sat reading her 
Bible to her children gathered around her. 
She cried: "Mother, what makes you cry?” 
“I was just thinking that this is mothers old 
Bible, and how she read It She read It In 
trouble; she rqpd it when little Johnnie died ; 
She read it that day the sheriff came and 
nailed the writ on the door; she read It when 
the old home went for debt; she read It when 
father went away to live with God; when 
stooped with the burdens of life she read it, 
and when sitting at home too old to go out 
any more, she still clung to her old Bible, and 

I when at last ripe for the glory land, and the 
Flight of heaven struck through the golden 

locks folded back over the wrinkled temples, 
she had ns read it to her, until the gates of 
life lifted and let her in to eternal spring­
time and morning,"

IV. We male o mistake in prmtponing the 
epiritual culture 0/ our children.

1. A child cannot be epirtuallp developed if 
public imrehlp i* left out. One of the first 
things that God did for ancient Israel was 
to provide a place for public worship. Jesus 
as a boy. found every Sunday morning the 
path that led straight to the synagogue. He 
continued that habit as a man. The same 
thing was true of bls disciples. We hear a 
good bit of talk about male absenteeism That 
is not nearly so bad as child absenteeism.

rhe manless pew Is the outcome of the child­
less church."

Before the existence of the Sunday school 
children went to church with their parents 
Since the Sunday school has flourished pa- 
rents have concluded that Sabbath school does 
for their children what the church formerly 
did. There was never a greater mistake But 
“““ r“u!‘ of Bort of ‘linking, Sabbath 
atfer Sabbath crowds of children, voung girls 
and youths, file out of the Sunday school

with no thought of public worship, it has 
been well said that to make a church-goer 
out of a man—

2. You have to Caleb him when he h 
pound. A boy’s habit grows on him Just as 
bls flesh does. Good habits will make a 
strong man. A church-going boy will In al­
most every Instance become a church-going 
man. The young men and women who attend 
our Sunday morning services, have been at­
tending church In nine Instances ont of ten. 
ever since they were old enough to go to 
church. Those who go away have been doing 
that all the time.

1 believe with all my heart In the Sunday 
school. But If parents and teachers have 
concluded that the Sabbath school can be sub 
stituted for attendance upon the preaching 
service, then the Sabbath school has become 
the enemy of the church.

Instead of becoming a helper to build up 
the church. It has become an enemy to break 
It down.

You can’t begin spiritual training too early. 
The first few years of a child’s life will de 
termlne what be Is to be In most Instances 
Children should be brought to Christ early In 
life, and from that hour should become 
churcb goers.

V. We make a miatake in not becoming the 
epiritual leader* of our children.

The father must lead the child. A minister 
says that bls first recollection of bls father was 
standing at the bottom of some stone steps. 
Ills father led him up. lie could not have 
climbed without bls father. The father must 
lead the child. You can't stand off and say 
to your child, you go ahead Into the Chris 
tlou life, by and by, maybe I will follow on 
The same thing is true as to church attend 
ance. You can’t stay at home and expect 
your child to go. You must go yourself. The 
only precious heritage you can leave your 
child is what you have been. Neither your 
good advice nor gold can take the plate of 
that.

Said a father: "I rode along a country road 
with my little boy some time ago. I found 
that he was speaking to my friends Just as 
I spoke to them. One man called my atten­
tion to It, and said, *it is amusing. Isn’t It?' 
To me It was anything but amusing, if my 
hoy Is to B|>eak as I speak, and walk as 1 
walk, then God help me to walk as a Chris­
tian.” As parents, we should train our chil­
dren by leading them In religious matters. 
We should make that first, but, alas, so many 
have put education and business above spirit­
ual development; we have placed these things 
first, and not character, and one of these 
days we shall find that we have been weighed 
in the balances and found wanting.

“Why Doesn’t Dad Go?” 
ELLIS EVANS.

A SimnAr school visitor told me that she 
was once calling In the home of a boy of six­
teen years who had gone through the process 
of “dropping out” of the Sunday school. To 
the regular Sunday school visitor had been 
relegated the task of trying to discover just 
why the boy hadl "dropped out.” She found 
the Ind to be an alert-looking young fellow, 
manly In bls appearance, and unusually at­
tractive. He gave several vague reasons for 
having discontinued Ills attendance at Sun­
day school, and when bls mother began to 
urge him to say that be would go again, be 
turned upon her and said: “Well, if Sunday 
school is such a fine place for a fellow to be 
In, why doesn’t dad go?"

Those words, “Why doesn't dad go?" gave 
the teacher the key to the whole situation. 
This boy was beginning to feel bls budding 
manhood. He had Just entered Into the estate 
of “long pants,” and felt it more and more 
Incumbent upon him to do the things that 
men did. His “dad" did not go to Sunday 
school. Why should he go? If it was tine and 
manly for him to go, as his mother had said, 
why did not bis father go? It was a perti­
nent question. The boy had a right to ask it. 
No donbt other boys have asked it mentally, 
If not orally.

Now, It; Is certain that the real reason why 
many boys want to drop out of the Sunday 
school at the "long pants’ ’age Is because they 
now want to do the things that “dad” does. 
Why does he not go to Sunday school ? There 
are thousands of "dads” in our laud, many 
of them Christian men and members of 

One Row at a Time.
JAMES ELMER RUSSELL.

The other day 1 watched two men hoeing 
a large field of cabbage. There must have 
been ten acres altogether to hoe and any man 
who has ever been a "man with a hoe" knows 
that they had quite a job before them.

How did they go to work? Well, each man 
took a row, and they followed their separate 
rows for the whole length of forty rods or so 
across the field. They did not do any ramb­
ling, hit or miss hoeing. And when one row 
was finished another was begun. So by tak­
ing one row at a time the whole big task was 
completed.

"One row at a time," I said tu myself, 
"that is the way to accomplish any task, 
however great." Work before us often seems

churches, who must answer this question to 
the satisfaction of their sous If they want 
those sons to remain In the Sunday school. 
This la certain; The more men there are In 
the Sunday school the more attractive will 
the Sunday school be to the boys. The toy 
la a great Imitator. And there la nothing be 
likes to Imitate better than a man. 1 believe 
that many a boy smokes, not because he cares 
a great deal for tobacco, but because "dad" or 
some other man smokes, and he thinks that 
It will be manly for him to do as they do. 
To smoke is to Imitate "dad,” therefore the 
boy will smoke.

It wpuld be a good thing if “dad" asked 
himself the question the boy asks—“why 
doesn’t dad go?" If the father is a Christian 
man. he surely should feel it to be his duty 
to set a good example before bls children. If 
It will be helpful to the boy for the father 
to go to Sunday school, then why should not 
the father go? Again, the Sunday school has 
as much to offer the father as It has the son, 
and what father knows as much about the 
Bible as be should know? I believe that it 
would give all men new views of Ute and 
higher Ideals If they spent an hour a week 
in the study of the Bible.

The organized class for men has created a 
new Interest In the Sunday school, and has 
opened the door of opportunity to thousands 
of men. It makes It still more difficult for 
“dad" to offer any good reason for not going 
to Sunday school. The man who Is the fa­
ther of sons cannot set them, a better example 
than by going to Sunday school with them. 
What “dad” can gainsay this?

impossible of performance because we see the 
whole field of cabbages instead of the row 
just at band.

Members of the Home Department who 
think they have no time for Bible study will 
be surprised at the length of the lesson which 
they can complete in a week if they will take 
one verse at a time. One verse considered 
while washing the dishes, one verse brooded 
over while sweeping the floor, one verse as 
the overtone of the melody which puts the 
baby to sleep, one verse memorized while 
mending the stockings, one verse applied to 
develop patience under trying circumstances, 
that is a kind of preparation of the Sunday 
school lesson which brings large and lasting 
results.
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The Larger Home.
ELIZABETH FRY PAGE.

The world insists that woman's sphere is 
the home, and admits that the home is the 
world’s most potent center, a tacit concession, 
as you will readily see, that the ruler of this 
sphere is rather an imiwrlal personage. The 
value of a true borne and Its influences can­
not be too highly estimated, and most women. 
I am glad to. observe, are natural home­
makers.

The time was when most of the activities 
of women were confined to their own homes, 
but modern progress and invention have so 
lightened the labors of the housekeeper that 
she has more leisure. She can now look about 
her and take a more detailed account of the 
needs of the world, especially the homeless 
world. Having made her own comfortable 
and happy and secure, she has time, and 
happily, Inclination, to look after the com­
fort, safety ami happiness of the unmothered.

Economic conditions have forced many 
women out into the busy world, in the ranks 
of the wage earner and bread winner. Few 
women have the time or the physical strength 
to do domestic work and hold positions In the 
business world at the same time, and often 
there is neither mother nor sister, nor any 
other female relative upon whom they can 

| depend for such cooperation. Many have to 
leave their homes and go to other plates to 
engage in this hread-and-butter quest, and/ 
have there neither friends nor influence.

Many fine young men. to whom home meant 
all that was really worth while In this life, 
also find themselves thus adrift, just at the 
crucial, formative period of their lives. The 
safety, affection and refinement of home afford 
the natural bulwark and defense demanded 
by the exigencies of this < ritical time. Many 
mothers of sons and daughters so situated 
are on their knees continually In behalf of 
their absent children, and those who are with 
out this ini rental interest are hoping and 
longing and craving In their own hearts for 
something to supply the lack.

Now, here Is the point of my plea. I sing 
the hymns of a body of women, many of 
whom little realize their opportunities or 
their privileges, and who. so far as I am in­
formed up to this date, have been “unwept, 
unhonored and unsung,” so far as public ap­
preciation and recognition is concerned. The 
paragraphed have had their fling at them 
the cartoonists have satirized them but it 
becomes my privilege to do them Into’a prose 
epic, and I glory in my opportunity.

Stop a moment, men and women, in the 
midst of your pleasures and your activities,

and take off your hats, while 1 offer a rever­
ent toast to the Boarding-hpuse Keej>ers of 
the World! These are the women who art* 
<*onductlng the larger Home, these are they 
who are ministering to your dear ones and 
mine, providing them with the necessities and 
comforts which It Is beyond us to contribute 
True, they do it for a consideration, and 
many of them from ]>en<onnl necessity, and 
not from any high philanthropic notion of 
throwing a home defense around homeless 
people; but most of them maintain a high 
standard, and their guests soon instinctively 
adopt the pace set by the hostess and her 
family.

Being responsible for the bodily nourish­
ment of a large household three times each 
day Is no small affair. It takes a certain very 
definite kind of genius to market for a dozen 
or more boarders, to say nothing of preparing 
and serving the food In a dainty, ap|»etizing 
manner after It baa lieen purchased. A tiook 
has been written called “The Five Talents of 
Woman”, the five being “To pleast* |>eople, to 
feed them in dainty ways, to clothe them, to 
keep them orderly, and to teach them”. The 
first is Inseparably Istund up In the second, for 
one of the surest ways to please people is to 
serve them with dainty food; another is to 
maintain order and cleanliness in their sur­
roundings.

Many women, when suddenly thrown upon 
their own resources, find that they have only 
one talent in the world, and that is for do 
mestlc life. Wise are they if they look U|»on 
it as God-given, and Just as worthy of culti­
vation as music, art or literary gifts. Fortu 
nately for ail (Nirtles, women are coming 
more and more to take this view of a faculty 
for the domestic arts; and now many realize 
that it is far better to be a good cook, in love 
with her work, (han an indifferent teacher 
who dislikes c hildren, or a mediocre musician 
with a longing after grand o[>era.

!■ or (on years I have had the good fortune 
Io be a weekly guest at a large l»oarding 
house, kept by a woman who has a j»erfevt 
genious for home-making in all its details 
One feels the home atmosphere as sncm as 
ones foot has crossed over the threshold 
I he head of the house is a gentlewoman of 
rare personality, which prevades ike entire 
establishment. The servants sj>eak in low 
tom's, the guests soon adapt themselves to the 
spirit of the place, and one feels as might a 
member of a carefully chosen house party. 
I his wonderful woman is never hurried or 

flurried, never out of humor, and contact with 
her will soon restore one who is out of sorts 
to a normal and healthy state of mind.

Old and young find in her a charming com- 
panlon, and she is dally making sunshine for 
many who would otherwise live in a sort of 
soggy twilight She Is very appreciative of 
the achievements of others, but seems to have 
little or no conception of the great work she 
is quietly accomplishing, day after day. One 
never hears her s|»eak of her household as if 
it were a care and burden; in fact, one lives 
there; one does not merely board. It is, in 
very fact, a larger home, and its Inmates In­
stinctively acquire a sort of family interest in 
eaeii other; while love for the woman at the 
helm is warm and unfailing.

My experiences of boarding have been few, 
being one of those domestic persons who en­
joy the making of home, on however small a 
scale, but they have been rarely satisfying^ 
On one occasion, when a laying guest (er

Unconscious Influences in Training Children.
LUCY G. WHITWELL.

“God gives life to parents and teachers to 
fashion."—La more a u J.

“The purpose of education is to train the 
child to live completely.”—Brumbaugh.

If these statements of two well-known stu­
dents of child nature are true (and they un­
doubtedly are), the question arises, “Oh! 
parents and teacberg, how are you fashioning 
the lives entrusted to your care? What are 
you doing to help these child! en to live com 
pletely?” Life must be nourished, the soul 
fed, and there are two ways of doing it— 
consciously and unconsciously—and the un- 
eonscious nourishment—that given and re- 
eeived unconsciously—has the greater power. 
There are three elements which enter into 
this unconscious nourishment—personality, 
environment, and super-human power.

Let us consider personality first. It is not 
so much the printed page that forms the 
ideals, opinions, and standards of living of 
the growing child as it is the dally lives of 
parents and teachers. Your life is so much 
more important than your mere words. 
Emerson expresses that thought both beauti­
fully and forcefully, “What you are thunders 
so loudly in my ears that I cannot hear what 
you nay you are.” Are your “being' and your 
“saying" identical? Do your acts and your 
words agree? To adapt Emerson again, A 
good life Is a silent argument to strengthen 
your children’s good principles.”

three months in a very charming home, my 
hostess and I had such good times, reading, 
sewing, walking, talking together, that a little 
boy In the neighlMirbood, who was rather a 
close observer for his years, called me aside 
one day and asked very confidentially: “Say, 
tell me, are you a boarder?’’ His past ex­
perience had not perhaps revealed to him 
many relationships such as the one existing 
l>etween me and my hostess, and I was glad 
that I failed to exhibit any of the ear marks 
of tlie regulation boarder, even as my hostess 
failed to reveal the landlady characteristics 
portrayed in the funny papers.

All honor to these home-makers on the 
larger scale! May they realize more and 
more their op|>ortunities, and look with in- 
creasing favor upon their calling, until they 
raise it to the level of a fine art, and know 
that their Influence is second only to that of 
a mother, the beloved head of the more re­
stricted home circle.

Many a parent and teacher is all too prone 
to say to the child—by act. if not by speech, 
“Do as I say, and not as I do,” but human 
nature doesn't work that way. Children are 
born imitators, and It is the example, rather 
than the precept, which they follow. Then, 
oh, parent! oh, teacher!

“For thyself in all thy work take care, 
That every act the highest meaning bear; 
Wouldst thou unite the child for aye with 

thee,
Then let him with the Holy One thy union 

see.

“By every noble thought with which thy soul 
is fired,

The child's young soul will surely be in­
spired ;

And const thou any better gift bestow
Than union with the Eternal One to know?”

If you are to be the truest help to growing 
souls under your care, "your own pasturage 
must be. not things, but in reality the living 
Christ.”

Environment "with its subtle atmosphere” 
is the second element to be considered. The 
conditions which surround a life have great 
influence upon that life, for life has a ten­
dency to become like that which surrounds it. 
It is easy to follow the line of least resistance 
and be like other people.



8 Home Department Magazine
Home Department Magazine

1 recall reading ot a family of boys who. 
one after another, ran away to sea. The 
mother of these'boys was bewailing the fact 
to a visitor, and said she could not under­
stand the boys’ interest in the sea. None of 
their relatives had been sailors, so she was 
sure the taste had not been Inherited. The 
visitor noticed the many beautiful marine 
views bung upon the walls of the living room. 
She spoke of them, and the mother admitted 
that she was a great admirer of ocean acenes. 
The visitor was taken to the rooms occupied 
by the boys when they were at home, and 
found what she expected—due marine views. 
All over that home were similar pictures, 
ocean views from near and far; the ocean 
quiet and peaceful, the ocean lashed by the 
fury of the storms. On all sides during their 
boyhood those sons had been surrounded by 
the Influence of the sea, and yet the mother 
wondered why the sea called to them. How 
little she realised the Important ixirt that en­
vironment plays in unconscious nourishment.

One of our city papers recently printed an 
incident which shows plainly how a changed 
environment will often mean a changed life, 
"in one of our schools there was a landscape 
view which hung ui>on the wall in an upper 
hall. It was merely a scene wherein is de­
picted a field of waving grasses and deep red 
filmy-leaved poppies. Through the center of 
the field a wagon road leads away over the 
hill, and on the road are a woman and a 
child. The picture Is not sensational In the 
least. On the contrary. It only suggests rest 
and quiet and Immunity from the cares which 
are part and parcel of city life.

“A Iwy of ten years was a pupil In this 
school. He was the product of a wretched 
environment. He was not merely a mis­
chievous boy—he was bad. He knew every­
thing he ought not to know, and he was al­
ways putting bls knowledge to the worst ;k>s- 
slble use. He was not only bad. he was sly ■ 
and the teachers, while they knew Instinc­
tively when be was the culprit, usually had a 
difficult time In producing evidence to that 
effect. Every method of control was t .led on 
him. He had been beaten, he had been 
pleaded with. He had been Imprisoned, and 
he had been put B|«n his honor, and each 
time he had proved the method unfitted to 
coi>e with the demands of that particular 
case.

“One day tile principal of the school came 
upon him standing- alone before the picture 
mentioned. ‘Like the picture, my boy?' she 
said, Interestedly. The boy turned to her, his 
eyes haggard with longing. ‘What’s It 
mean?’ he asked, huskily. The principal 
controlling her surprise at the unusual con­
duct of the ‘worst l»y In the school,’ (old

him kindly about the field and the popples, 
and gave an etalsirate description of the 
country. When she had finished he pulled a 
grubby brown hand acrons his eyes and statu 
mered. ‘A—a—feller couldn’t help bein' good 
In n place like dat’

"The principal told this story to folks In­
terested In waifs, and as a result this boy is 
now at work In the fields where he is as 
happy as a prince, and talks largely of the 
time when he will possess a farm of his 
own.**

A well-known writer says, "The home does 
not need to be In the slums to Injure a grow 
Ing life. It needs only to hr ChrUtteu. This 
may seem like a very radical statement, but 
It Is nevertheless true.” How important, 
then, that the istrents be Christians and sur 
round their children with Christian Influ 
cnees. Life’s struggle Is hard enough at the 
best, so let us give every uplift possible. You 
have a choice plant. What care you give It. 
All its surroundings are carefully rOgulated; 
air, light, soil, moisture, that It may develop 
to the highest degree. Are you as thoughtful 
of your child? Are his surroundings as fa­
vorable as you can make them? Is home the 
center of your child’s social life? What 
about the games he Is playing; the stories he 
Is told; the books he Is reading; the conversa­
tion he Is holding? Are you carefully over­
seeing and planning all these in your home? 
'The true home Is a bulwark of the natl.... 
and the ante-chamber to one of God’s many 
mansions. May God have pity on the thou­
sand* of children who live In houses, but are 
homeless."

The only power whic h can successfully com- 
bat a bad environment is the super human 
l»wer. “It Is not an easy thing tn the stress 
of the visible to remember the greater power 
of the Invisible." We are so taken up with 
the perfecting of systems and methods that 
we are prone to forget that God does not 
always use men and methods In approaching 
a life. The brooding of the Spirit ui>pn the 
face of the deep (Gen. 1: is Illustrative of 
his brooding upon a soul. A parent or teacher 
can do no greater service for those under his 
care than to pray fervently that the “power 
of the highest may overshadow" them. If a 
soul Is to "live completely" It needs the com­
plete Christ for Itself, and the Good Book 
assures us, "Ye are complete in him."

In looking back over my school life and 
picking out the teachers whose Influence over 
me for good was the greatest, I find that, 
without exception, they were followers of 
God. In training our children, let us not for­
get tlte great flower of personality, of environ­
ment. and of the super-human lower—"these 
three, hut the greatest of these is" the last

Intolerance or Mercy?
MAUDE LAWRENCE WESTCOTT.

I have often pondered over the following 
remark which I overheard from the lips of 
an intelligent woman: “We are, as a nation, 
too tolerant of evil," she said, “too ready to 
over look lawlessness and crime. We forgive 
and forget too easily. This removing the lain 
of our disapproval ao readily from the wrong­
doer is little less than an encouragement of 
sin.” At first glance It would seem that there 
is some truth in the arraignment. The path 
made easy for the feet is the one oft trodden. 
Sterner measures in dealing with the culprit 
might wisely be employed In the putting down 
of evil. But would this be the result—the 
only effect—of such methods, we must stop 
and ask ourselves. Looking back through 
history, has It always worked thus? Bather, 
has not Intolerance, In the past, It'd to the 
guillotine, the inquisition and the martyr’s 
fire? There is much more to this subject than 
the speaker grasped when she denounced this 
wonderful spirit of brotherhood. May it not 
be that the greater soul, recognizing its own 
kinship with the dust, has in all times refused 
to sit in judgment upon the erring one? And 
again, do we condone the crime Itself by ex­
cusing the sinner? There is, of course, a 
“winking at evil’’ which comes from the shar­
ing of the fruits and triumphs of sin, but this 
has nothing to do with that beautiful “quality 
of mercy, that droppeth as the gentle rain 
from heaven”—the mercy which we would 
accord the unfortunate wrongdoer whose sin 
is left behind him* and for whom the read 
must be smoothed by the l ands of love and 
gentleness 'ere he can regain the narrow path 
agmn.

No, the fear of too great tolerance is utterly 
groundless. “Forgive until seventy times 
seven" is the message from a Higher Source. 
The advocates of this harsher policy would 
have us, like the priest and the Levite, "pass 
by on the other side,” but we must remember 
it was the Samaritan who was commended 
by our Lord,—he who stepjied aside from the 
beaten (»ath to bind up the wounds of the

Crooked Tempers.
CHRISTINA ROSS FRAME.

“You say that Jane Ann’s temper Is as 
crooked and crabbed as a pole fence. Well, 
why shouldn’t it lie?"

1 was dumb with surprise at Aunt Ellen’s 
sudden change of base. She had been listen­
ing to my strictures upon Jane Ann’s pecnlb 

fallen and help him to regain the life of 
health and usefulness once more. Whether 
the “thieves" be those of soul or body, the 
need of the unfortunate who fall among them 
is equally great, and the “charity that cover- 
eth a multitude of sins" is today, as it ever 
will be, the greatest thing In the world.

It must be remembered, too, that the great 
and glaring misdemeanors which we would 
be slow to forget, may not, In the last an­
alysis, measure up to the meanness of the 
little hidden faults, the "secret sins” from 
which the ]»salmlst prayed to tie delivered. 
The man who enters the world again from a 
convicts cell, the woman who would rise from 
the depths of a misstep, have suffered the 
penalties for their crimes; that of which they 
have been guilty was, in each case, perhaps, 
a sin against self. Compare these with the 
minor (?) faults of slandering, evil spealudM 
Ing. unklndneas. 111 temper and their Ilk, an^^H 
what, in all fairness, is the verdict? Are no^Q 
the latter wrongs, directed, as they are 
against others, quite as culpable in the eyes 
of the God of justice as the other great evils 
at which society stands agape? Frail crea­
tures of earth, the only claim, after all, that 
one may make to superiority, Iles in the pos­
session of the kindlier spirit, the more loving 
heart and helpful hand. Not in the I-am- 
t>etter-than-thou attitude is supremacy found > 
one above another; the "glass house" of the 
soul is not sufficiently proof against a counter 
attack to warrant exercises in stone throw­
ing.

The benefits of the loving heart and for­
giving spirit are not all to the recipient of 
mercy. Of a truth “it blesseth him who 
gives and him who takes." The life that 
spreads its mantle of charity over other lives, 
less fortunate, is in accordance with the di­
vine plan of universal brotherhood, and daily 
gains in strength and enriching exjieriences, 
while the Intolerant soul, wrapping Itself in 
its own self-righteousness, Is doomed a victim 
to the withering, blighting effects of narrow­
ness and self-centeredness.

arities of temperament for the last five min­
utes, and apparently had agreed with every 
statement I had made.

"Well, why shouldn't it be?" she repeated 
the question, and then went on briskly to 
answer it.
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“Why shouldn't Jane Ann t»e short- 

tempered? It would be a marvel if she wasn't 
when one considers the monotonous life she 
km da. You mark my words, it is the mon­
otony in life that breeds crankiness in a 
mighty lot of dispositions. To feel that you've 
gone on day after day. for years, doing ex­
actly the same things, pinching and scraping 
and trying to make ends meet, sacrificing 
yourself for your family, and then Jo realize 
that you’re not getting ahead, mayl>e slipping 
behind, and wrinkles and gray hairs are com­
ing, and the joy of youth Is so dim and far 
away that it’s like a dream; but the mo­
notonous round of house work has to go on, 
and the grumbling and fault finding has to 
be borne. Oh. well, is it any wonder that 
when a spick-and span white-linen arrayed 
young cousin comes with an Invitation to join

The Empty Chair.
SUSAN HIBBARD MARTIN.

She had been in failing health for many 
weeks. Day by day her sweet face grew 
thinner, her step more languid. The old 
doctor upon paying her a visit one day had 
taken off his glasses and wiped the moisture 
from them.

"Nellie," he said, for he had known her 
from a child, "You'll have to give up; you 
must take a long rest. Try another climate. 
(Jo south', or west, but go somewhere, dear 
away from things. You must. If you stay 
here you will not stay anywhere long. There 
child, I don't mean to alarm you; but you're 

kin a had state. We want to save you if we 
lean. You are much needed."

Young Mrs. Dalton had looked at him with 
quivering ll|*s.

"Rut—my work." she cried. "My place In 
the Mission Circle, my Sunday school claw. 
Dr. Gray I can’t leave my little girls."

"You must leave everything," said the 
doctor, gravely, and with finality.

Young Mrs. Gardiner cried when the news 
came to her. Without a moment's delay she 
put on her hat and coat and hurried over to 
her friend’s.

"You're not going away?" she said. "Why. 
Nellie, what am I—to do? You're my best 
counselor, my anchor, the one I fly. to when 
I’m sick of everything. The friend of my 
life—I might say. No one can help me as 
you do, or ever can. Oh, Nellie, must vou 
go?’’

But even as she spoke, noting the hollow 
cheeks', she knew for a time at least she must 
give her up. The two friends represented 

a Home Culture Club, Jape Ann should be 
snippy. The poor thing has plenty of brains, 
but in the round of her busy days there Is no 
pause for club meetings.

The next time you go to call upon her, sup- 
I>ose that instead of talking loftily about "cul­
ture’’ and “l»ookK with a psychological trend." 
that you take her one of the bright, illustra­
ted magazines. She might pinch time to rem! 
a short article or a storj’ while she watched 
the dinner cooking. And when you come 
away, just go to the sewing machine and 
bundle up that big pile of work (It’s always 
there) and bring it home with you. Your 
fingers are nimble, and you’ve plenty of time 
in which to finish it Then you can note 
what the effect of the little iwrsonal thought­
ful noun In regard to her monotonous round 
will have u|»on Jane's pole-fence temper.

two tyi>es. The worldly and the spiritual — 
and yet, with It all each loved the other 
dearly. Young Mrs. Dalton was interested 
In nothing so much as the work of the king 
dom. Young Mrs. Gardiner was not inter 
•*ted it) that at all. Society claimed her 
time and attention—society was what she 
lived for. She went alx>ut In a continuous 
round of luncheons, receptions, and teas, she 
dressed In the latest style, and yet. In spite 
of her gay worldllneas, then* was no one she 
loved ns she did sweet, spiritual Nellie Dalton.

But when the parting came, all she could 
say was. "I’ll try to bear it, Nellie; but 
please tell me irhat 1 am going to do."

"Go to Sunday school," whispered young 
Airs. Dalton, as she put her arms altout her. 
The next moment she was hel|M*d to the wait 
Ing train.

"For my sake. Lydia," she whisjiered. 
weakly, ns she lifted her pale face to be 
kissed. And with a sob in her throat young 
Mrs. Gardiner gave the required promise.

True to her word, she went into the Sunday 
Mmol room the next Sunday. She looked nt 
the circle of girls thnt had comprised young 
Mrs. Dalton's class. There they sat, in a 
somewhat subdued little group, and. facing 
them was an empty chair. The chair their 
beloved teacher had been wont to sit In. She 
looker! closer and snw one little girl brush 
the tears from her eyes. Young Mrs. Gardi­
ner seeing it. forced back her own. It seemed . 
to her thnt the beloved friend must be sitting 
there among her little girls. The girls she 
had loved so dearly, and had taught so 
prayerfully. The superintendent seeing her, 

came over to where she stood, lie was a 
tall, broad-shouldered man with iron gray 
hair. He saw her tears. "You must excuse 
me," she said: "but that vacant chair touches 
me so. Who is going to lead those little girls? 
She loved them every one. Why could she 
not have stayed? No one can teach that 
class as she did." The su]>erlntendent nodded 
understanding!)'.

"She was a wonderful teacher," he said, 
gently. And then he looked at young Mrs. 
Gardiner.

"There is no one to teach them, if you will 
not," he added, gravely. 1

"Me?" she cried, as if she did not rightly 
understand. He nodded.

"I have looked my resources over; I have 
no one for that |»articular class," be paused. 
"In what better way could you serve this 
dear friend of yours than by taking up her 
work?" he asked.

"But—I am so inexperienced," gasped 
young Mrs. Gardiner.

"Get experience then," was the brisk reply.
"And I haven’t the knowledge of the Bible 

I should have," she added.
"You can obtain It."
"Neither have I the spirituality she was 

blessed with."
"God will give you that," was the solemn 

reply.
There was a pause. Young Mrs. Gardiner

i

Until He Was Sunshiny.
EDGAR L. VINCENT.

A wee laddie I know is quite like the rest 
of us in one way. Al times bo loses his pa- 
lience and storms about for a moment In a 
way that brings the clouds to ids otherwise 
sweet face and leads him to hurl bis play­
things right and left.

But our little man has another thing I wish 
more of us had. After the bluster of the first 
moment of impatience Is over, all of his own 
accord, awaj- he runs to be all by himself in 
mamma's room. What he does there alone, 
we do not Just know, although we have often 
wondered. Surely a battle royal goes on for 
a time.

And then, out be comes again, his face all 
sunlit, the clouds far gone, and a glad ring in 
his voice.

"Now I’m sunshiny! Now I’m sunshiny!" 
he shouts; and bow can we keep from being 
happy, too?

What if we were all to follow the wee 
lioy's plan, and when things come to annoy 
us, as they surely do every day, just go away 
somewhere all by ourselves, and wrestle with 

stood there in silence. She looked at the 
circle of little girls, at the empty chair that 
spoke so eloquently of Its absent occupant, 
and then in ttmt moment It seemed to cry 
out to her as things inanimate had never 
done before. Something else took bold of her. 
A force she bad hitherto not reckoned with. 
Into her careless, pleasure-loving soul God 
laid the finger of his love. She felt as If she 
must get right down where she stood and 
pray for forgiveness. In the sight of the 
empty chair she came to herself. She started 
to walk away. The superintendent looked at 
her.

“You’re not going, Mrs. Gardiner?" be said. 
She shook her head.

“No; I'm never going away from Sunday 
school again. I'm going to take that empty 
chair."

The superintendent followed her up to 
where the circle of little girls sat, quiet, sor­
rowful, and subdued.

"Girls," be explained quietly, "this is your 
new teacher."

Young Mrs. Gardiner looked at them. Her 
own eyes, misty with tears, seemed to ask 
this question: "Can you love me, not as you 
loved her, but only a little?”

But It was the little girl who had been 
crying herself, who understood. "I’m so glad 
It's going to be you," she said, as she pushed 
forward the empty chair.

the spirit of evil until we have gained the 
masterv? Then we, too, might come back 
with the jubilant cry, “Now I am sunshiny 
again!”

Now, I said a moment ago that nobody 
knows Just what takes place In the room 
where the baby boy goes to wait until he Is 
sunshiny once more; and yet, may we not be 
very sure of one thing? There In the sunlit 
room he Is not alone. If we could but see as 
some day we will see, we might look Into the 
face of a spirit that meets the little boy and 
gently leads him on through the shadow’s of 
bls trouble, until he Is safely out on the other 
side of the cloud, where all is bright and 
sunny.

And may we not be Just as sure that If, 
when trying things come to us, we just shut 
the door, as we may shut It anywhere and 
everywhere, against the world, so that we 
may be with our own guardian spirits, it will 
be only a little while before we will have 
gained the mastery, and may go back radiant 
and happy to meet the work of the day?
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My Best and Your Worst.
FRANK C. WARD.

Thic discussion was carried on in a friendly 
spirit, but the conclusion was reached, on the 
part of Miss Critic, with prim self -satisfac­
tion. She imagined she had won the day, and 
did not once realise the way she did IL This 
Is the way the conversation ran:

“I would never think of doing Buch a 
thing,” Miss Critic declared. “It is against 
all my training, and opjjosed to the practices 
of a lifetime. No, I’d not do it on any day, 
let alone Sunday. Do you know that 1 rend 
only the best books, and unfailingly go to 
church on Sunday? But she doesn’t. And 
her children! Why, just look at them! They 
are into everything, and she knows little of 
where they are half the time, and less of 
what they are doing. If I had children, you 
may be sure they’d mind me better than 
that."

The neighbor w*ho listened to these com­
plaints with {tatience, now mustered up cour­
age enough to remonstrate. "Rhe is busy, 
and cannot see every little thing the children 
do, but I am convinced that she teaches them 
the same high principles of conduct we both 
have known her to possess all these years of 
our acquaintance with her."

"You are right in saying that she does not 
see all they do. If you lived as near her as I 
do, you would say that she sees very little 
they do. Didn’t that Jimmie shoot a stone 
through a window of that vacant house over 
there with his slingshot? Is there any ex­
cuse for that? Do you supi»o8e there really

Playing Fair.
A great, awkward, double-fisted man and 

his timid little wife were In a store, pricing 
furniture. She found what she was looking 
for, and her big husband heard her say to 
the clerk: "Yes, this is just what I want, but 
I’m afraid we cannot afford it."

"Yes, we can!" broke In the big husband, 
leaning toward her tenderly. "Anything you 
want we can afford. You certainly did your 
part making this money, and you are going 
to enjoy It as long as It lasts."

The smile on that woman’s face would 
have made an artist’s hand tingle for the 
brush and canvas. It w*as a smile with a 
happy heart back of it

The husband’s reply might have been a 
great surprise to some wives, but our timid 
little Woman was not startled at ail. She 
just looked up adoringly into the sun-browned 

Is? And Sally is quite as rowdyish and de 
struct Ive as her brother is. Now when my 
niece, Rosy, comes to spend the day with me, 
let me assure you that there is no such 
carrying on here. She's a perfect little lady, 
or I’d send her home to her mother In short 
order. And If those children across the street 
were half as good as she la, I could stand 
them; but they’re not, and never will be."

She snapped out the edict tn sharply cut 
words, and there was no mistaking her atti­
tude In the matter. All her friend could, say 
was of no avail in changing her opinion; she 
stuck to It to the end. And when the caller 
left she consoled herself over the victory.

But the caller smothered a skeptical little 
smile, and when she got home she let the 
pent-up feelings escape in words.

“Why didn’t I think of it sooner? But my 
thoughts are usually too slow for expression. 
Rhe was comparing her best with the neigh 
bor’s worst Of course she had the advantage. 
And she appeared well In the showing she 
made. I should have told her that"

She was so overcome that she did not si*ak 
for a while. But during the silence, she was 
also thinking. “Well, I suppose we're all 
guilty of the same thing more than we suj>- 
pose. When we want to make out a bad case 
for the other person, we compare our best 
with their worst. If we'd only do the reverse, 
and compare our worst with their best, I sus­
pect the tables would be turned.” 

face as though she expected exactly that kind 
of an answer.

The man reallj* meant what he said, for 
the wife bought what she wanted. Not an­
other syllable was needed; those few words 
furnished a complete picture of the home life 
of that ha]>j>ily-mated pair.

One dot* not need to cross the threshold 
of that home to know that the husband al­
ways tries to play fair with the other mem- 
liers of the family. The love-light glows 
clearly and steadily, and the good man of the 
house does not demand or expect that his 
wife shall carry all the fuel to keep the 
sacrtul tire burning brightly, neither does the 
wife ask her husband to furnish all the fuel. 
It is a mutual affair.

Their home has one pocketbook, and it 
lies handy in the top bureau-drawer. The 

money earned by both husband and wife is 
not ail of it in the bank, tied down hard and 
fast under the name either of one or the 
other. It is used by both for the good of the 
home, and with a perfectly harmonious under­
standing.

It is a fine thing to carry throughout the 
years of a wedded life just a principle like 
that "Yory helped earn the money, and It is 
just as much yours as mine."

It is quite safe to say that in this home 
the idea of fair play is applied in other ways.

"There’s a tired look In your eyes, Mary. 
I don’t like it. Get somebody to do the work, 
and you take a good rest this summer," says 
the big, tender man.

"You’ve fussed with this baby all day, 
wife; and I'll take my turn tonight and let 
you sleep.”

We do not know what business this man 
follow*. Perhaps he may not be a great 
financial success. One would be safe In call­
ing him just a plain, everyday sort of man, 
but he is fortunate in that he has learned one 
of life’s best lessons.

And it is pleasant to remember the smile 
on his wife’s face. It was like a ray of God’s 
own sunshine.—People's Home Journal.

+ + +
A Mother's Light.

A very lieautiful story is related of a boat 
out at sea carrying in it a father and his 
little daughter. As they were steering for 
the shore they were overtaken by a violent 
storm which threatened to destroy them. The 
coast was dangerous. The mother lighted a 
lamp and started up the won. st Airway to 
tiie attic window*.

"It won't do any good, mother," the son 
called after.

But the mother went up, put the light in 
the window, knelt beside it, and prayed. Out 
In the storm the daughter saw a glimmer of 
gold on the water’s edge.

“Steer for that,” the father said.
Slow’ly but steadily they came toward the 

light, and at last were anchored in the little 
sheltered harbor by the cottage.

“Thank God!” cried the mother, as she 
heard their glad voices and came downi the 
stairway with a lamp in her hand. "How did 
you get here?" she asked.

"We steered by mother's light," answered 
the daughter, "although we did not know 
what it was out there.”

"Ah!” thought the boy, a wayward boy, "it 
Is time I was steering by mother's light."

And ere he slept he surrendered himself to 
God and asked him to guide him over life's 

rough sea. Months went by, and disease 
smote him.

"He can't live long," was the verdict of the 
doctor; and one stormy night he lay dying.

"Do not be afraid for me," he said, as they 
wept. "I shall make the harbor, for I am 
steering by mother’s light."—Selected.

+ + +
Her Way,

A little tender way she had 
Of soothing weary cares, 

By putting all the ways of life
In silent, wistful prayers.

She folded all the kindly words 
Of anyone she knew

In little packages of love, 
And straight with them flew.

No tale of hate was told to her, 
Because she gave poor heed;

No other life was hurt by her 
In thought, or word, or deed.

It was by what she left unsaid, 
By love and help she gave, 

This golden-hearted woman strove
Her little world to save.

—Amy E. Campbell.

The Answer.
Many believe that the answer to a prayer 

should come at once, and be exactly the 
thing asked for. They do not realise that 
such an attitude on their part means, liter­
ally, a desire to dictate to God, the placing 
of the human will above the divine, the pre­
sumptuous assurance that their finite Intelli­
gence is equal to the Infinite.

To those who are stumbling blindly along 
this down-hill path, an illuminating thought 
can be found in the story of a llttel girl, as 
told In the Sunday at Home Magazine. She 
was a very tiny maiden Indeed, and In one 
month she was going to have a birthday, the 
very first one that her young mind could 
remember. She was a little maid, who pos- 
sessed a singularly pure and beautiful faith, 
both in God and in prayer, so each evening 
during that month of waiting, when she knelt 
to pray, she asked her Father in heaven to 
"please remember her birthday, and make the 
sunshine on It.”

The great day came at last, and with it a 
heavy downpour of rain. But there was 
never a hint of cloud on the radiant little 
face that appeared at the breakfast table. 
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Mouth and eyes were smiling their brightest, 
and they kept right on When her father paid: 
"Ah, you see! God does not hear prayer. 
He did not answer yours.”

"Oh, yes he does hear!” came the blithe 
little chirp that voiced a very great faith: 
"but you see, he said ‘No’ this time.’’—Ex­
change.

The Great Guardian.
Whate’eb my God ordains is right 

Ilia will is ever just;
Howe’er He orders now’ my cause, 

I will be still and trust.
He is my God;
Though dark my road.

He holds me that I shall not fall, 
Therefore to Him I leave it all.

What e’er my God ordains is right;
My Light, my Life is He, 

Who cannot will me aught but good ;
I trust Him utterly;

For well I know,
In joy or woe,

We soon shall see, as sunlight clear, 
How faithful was our Guardian here.

—Exchange.

The Cure.
As Mbs. Rivebs finished her story, she lifted 

her tired eyes to meet the doctor’s. The eyes 
were hard and defiant as well as tired, and 
a hot color burned in her thin cheeks.

“Now, don't tell me that it's all my own 
fault,” she said, "for I can't stand that. It 
Isn’t my fault. It isn’t an empty mind, or 
'selfishness, or laziness that has broken me 
down ; it is real trouble, and trouble that I 
was not to blame for. It's no use to pre­
scribe rest. I can't rest. Yet somehow I've 
got to rest. I'll obey orders if you give me 
orders I dan obey. ] am preimred to have It 
take time—even a lohg time. On those terms, 
can you cure me?”

"No.” The doctor's answer was instant, 
unhesitating.

Mrs. Rivers stared at him blankly. The 
word was like a blow in the face.

The physician, bolding her eyes with his 
keen, steady glance, went on:

"I cannot cure you. No physician on earth 
can. But you can cure yourself If you have 
the grit. It makes no difference that the 
trouble was ’real trouble’; all trouble Is real, 
and Imaginary trouble is the worst. Be 
thankful that yours is not imaginary.

"Now, here’s the beginning of the cure if 
you have grit enough for it. I tell you 

frankly that not one in a hundred has. It is 
for one whole week not to permit yourself to 
think about yourself In any way whatever. 
I don’t care what you do— whether you take 
up dressmaking or Sanskrit, or go out scrub- 
bing. I don’t <*are how tired you get physi­
cally for this one week—I can attend to that 
afterward. Just the one thing. What do you 
say? Are you good for it?”

For a long moment Mrs. Rivers was silent. 
The physician, as he waited ami watched her, 
saw her pride hardening. Then, "I’ll do It!’’ 
she said.

"Good I” he answered. "Come ami report 
a week from today.”

Out in the street Mrs. Rivers’ pride blazed 
into anger. He bad not believed her. He had 
treated her like a hy]»oebondriac. She would 
show him! Why people had gone insane 
under less sorrow than hers. She—a sudden 
thought halted her abruptly. She had left 
the doctor not five minutes ago, and she was 
thinking of herself!

The next Wednesday came, but Mrs. Rivers 
was not among the ]»atients in the waiting 
room. Instead, she sent a note:

"I>eab IkxToa Gordon—I've failed. I 
haven’t kept out of myself a single day yet. 
I've tried books and music and cooking and 
housecleaning and shopping and stalking 
birds. Yesterday afternoon I took a dozen 
children from the orphan asylum out for a 
picnic. For three hours, I assure you? I had 
no. chance for a thought of myself. I'm not 
going to give up if I have to adopt the whole 
dozen. Thank you for showing me myself. 
If I ever succeed, I’ll come and tell you. I 
won't until I do.

"Very sincerely yours,
"Madeleine Rivers ”

The doctor's answer was brief:
"I am proud of you. Come tomorrow." 

Youth'* Companion.

+ + +
If We Could See.

So many covered griefs and bidden sorrows 
are all about us that much of our envy would 
turn to pity, our bitterness at our own lot 
to thankfulness, if only we saw with clearer 
eyes. When a king of Judah, in time of sore 
famine, was begged for help by one of his 
subjects, the sudden rending of his royal 
garment revealed that he was wearing sack­
cloth beneath It. No doubt the petitioner had 
fancied him as living above the common 
trouble, but he, too, was wearing the badge 
of mourning. Life's benefits and burdens are 
shared more evenly than we think, and many 
a fair robe of seeming prosperity only bides 
the sackcloth beneath It.—Selected.

The Hindered Christ.
Thk Ix.rd Christ wanted a tongue one day 

To speak a message of cheer
To a heart that was weary, and worn, and 

sad, 
And weighed with mighty fear.

He asked me for mine, but ’twas busy quite 
With my own affairs from morn till night.
The Ixird J^sus wanted a hand one day

To do a loving deed;
He wanted two feet, on an errand for him

To run with gladsome speed.
But I had need of my own that day ;
To his gentle beseeching I answered "Nay

So all that day I used my tongue.
My hands and my’ feet as I chose;

I said some hasty, bitter words 
That hurt one heart, God knows.

I bruised my bands with a worthless play. 
And my feet went on a crooked way.

And the dear Lord Christ—was his work un­
done

For lack of a willing heart?
Only through men does he speak to men?

Dumb must he stand H|»art?
I do not know, but I wish today
I had let the Lord Christ have his way.

—Selected.

The Mid Room.
One of the vivid recollections of John G. 

Paton’s boyhood was his bumble home In 
the south of Scotland, with its “but” and Its 
"lien” and the "mid-room” between. One 
side of the cottage served the purpose of 
kitchen, parlor and sleeping rooms; the other 
was the father’s workshop, where stockings 
were woven. The "mid-room” was small, 
with a single window, and scant furnishings, 
but It whs a kind of Holy Place to the chil­
dren of that Scotch household, for thither 
the father retired often for secret prayer, 
and from thence he always came out with a 
calm, shining face.

How much we al! need a “mid-room”—be­
tween the rest and quiet of our home life 
and the rush and fret and strain of our daily 
work! Even our school days are so busy, 
and so many outside matters come up to 
claim our attention, that we often fancy 
that we have no time for moments of secret 
communion with our Heavenly Father. And 
yet how vastly we would be the gainers by 
giving the “quiet hour” a larger place In our 
lives!

It would help ur to keep our high Ideals, 
and It would give ur the encouragement 

and strength we need to work these ideals 
out into real achievements. It would exalt 
the plane of our living, too, for mean and 
sordid view’s of life cannot bear the light of 
God’s presence. And, best of all, it brings 
the consoling thought that our Friend—the 
Friend we talked with an hour ago—is al­
ways near at. hand, to solve our difficulties, 
to renew our courage, and to make even a 
crooked path, and a rough one. plain before 
our eyes.—Exchange.

Quiet Influences.
One who mourned being laid aside from 

active life because she had so longed to be 
of use in the world—to be, as she said, 
“among the reapers in God’s harvest field” 
—found her attention drawn one day to a 
grainfield where a reaping machine was in 
use. The man who guided it was sitting still, 
and yet he was doing much more and better 
work than the old-time reapers with their 
sickles. Others may find as she did a thought 
of comfort in the little scene, and remember 
that it is not alone the eager foot and strong 
hand that render service, but that one whose 
place is to sit still may have a share in the 
harvesting of Ilves and souls for the kingdom. 
From many a quiet corner, from many a life 
forceri aside from the busy throng, goes forth 
an Influence whose results can never be 
counted hero.—Selected.

+ + +
The Harder Place.

She vas a medical missionary in Persia. 
The eager desire of her heart for service had 
been strong enough to carry her through the 
hard years of study and preparation, and all 
the sacrifice required, and bear her at last to 
her chosen.field. Mastering the foreign lan­
guage. preparing the trying work of the 
hospital, having dally contact with terrible 
suffering and disease, taxed heart, brain and 
physical strength, but she was happy and in­
creasingly successful.

Then, when heart and hands were full, and 
years and experience were adding steadily to 
her usefulness, then* came a summons from 
the home land. The mother who had spared 
her so long was widowed now and stricken 
with illness, and sorely needed the ministry 
of her only daughter. Circumstances made 
the call Imperative, so the doctor, in the prime 
of her womanhood and usefulness, came 
home. It was thought at first that the return 
might be only temporary, but recovery did not 
come to the mother, and her weakness and 
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helirfessnew slowly increased through the 
months and years. The hardly won medical 
education, the knowledge of a foreign tongue, 
the successful hospital practice, the compan- 
ionship with other workers all has ended in 
this—the lonely shut-in life of an old farm­
house, raising chickens and a few vegetables, 
a round of common household duties, and the 
constant care of an invalid. Sometimes there 
are letters from abroad, but these natuYally 
grow fewer as time imsstM, for workers 
change and the absent one drops out of mind. 
Sometimes she has been able to make brief 
visits to near-by cities and awaken the in­
terest of missionary societies by what she 
can tell of conditions in distant lands, but 
these opportunities have decreased as (tasaing 
years make her own knowledge less fresh and 
home duties more pressing. Usually there is 
only the daily round, so different from all 
she had hoped to do.

Does life therefore seem a bitter dlsap- 
pointment? No one has ever heard her say 
so. Bravely, lovingly, imtlentl as she toiled 
abroad, so she now toils at home. She 
offered her service In a hard field, but the 
Master has called her to a harder field. Hers 
la an obscure service and a lonely service; 
she is denied by the waning powers of her 
charge the recognition and comiKinlonshlp 
that often make attendance In a sickroom so 
dear and comforting, yet she is a missionary 
with a high mission. Her years abroad have 
so broadened her life that four walls can 
never shut her In, and the help she was able 
to give to souls and bodies has made her 
heart too strong and tender ever to wear 

itself out In self-pity. And It may be that no 
success in ways she bud chosen could have 
equaled in value her dutiful,.courageous re­
nunciation.—Exchange.

Shine Just Where You Are.
Don’t waste your time in longing

For bright, im|)ossible things;
Don’t sit supinely yearning

For the swiftness of angels' wings.
Don’t spurn to-be a rushlight

Because you are not a star,
But brighten some bit of darkness

By shining Just where you are.
There is need of the tiniest candle

As well as the garish sun;
The humblest deed Is ennobled

When It Is worthily done;
You may never be called to brighten

The darkened regions afar;
So fill, for the day, your mission 

By shining Just where you are.
—John Hay

+ + +
Our Worries.

It is not our work, but our worries, that 
hinder the Master’s presence with us. The 
former Is duty, wherein he stands ready to 
aid and strengthen us, the latter abide al 
ways lu an atmosphere of distrust, that bars 
his presence as a fog shuts out the sun. The 
Lord will ebter Into partnership with our 
laliors. but not with our doubts.—Selected.

International Sunday School Lessons.
STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

LESSOR 1. APRIL 2, 1916.

Conversion of Saul.

Motto Text.—"Faithful Is the saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners of whom 
I am chief." (1 Tim. 1: 15.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 9 : 1-31 (cf. also Gai. 
1 : 11-17; 1 Tim. 1 : 12-17).

Memory Verses, 17, 18.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord, went unto the high priest.

2 And desired of him letters to DA-mAscus 
to the synagogues, that if he found any of 
this way, whether they were ipen or women, 
he might bring them bound unto JA-rO’sA-k’m.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near DA- 
mAs'cus: and suddenly there shined round 
about him a light from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why perse 
cutest thou me?

5 And he said, Who art (bou, Lord? And 
the Lord said, I am JP'sfts whom thou perse­
cutes! : it h hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.

B And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And 
the Ixird *aid unto him, Arise, and go Into 
the city, and It shall be told thee what thou 
must do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him 
stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing 
no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth, and when 
his eyes were opened, he saw no man : but 
they le<l him by the hand, and brought him 
into DA-mAs’cus.

9 And he was three days without sight, 
and neither did eat nor drink

10 fl And there was a certain disciple at DA- 
mAs'cus, named An-a-nl'as; and to him said 
the Ixjrd in a vision, An-a-nl'as. And he said. 
Behold, I am here, Tx>rd.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and 
go Into the street which Is called Straight, 
and enquire in the house of JQ'das for one 
called Saul, of THr'sus: for, behold, he 
prayeth,

17 And An-a-nl'as went his way, and en­
tered Into the house; and putting his hands 
on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
J^'bOs, that ajjpeared unto thee in the way 
as thou earnest, bath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the HOHy GMot

19 And when be had received meat, he was 
strengthened. Then was Saul certain days 
with the disciples which were at DA-mAs'cus.

Saul, the Terror.
He sets himself to conquer the Nazarene. 

This Galilean movement shall be stamped out. 
Saul had a keen intellect, and was well edu­
cated; be bad an iron will, and a burning 
devotion to old Judaism. He was not tem­
peramentally cruel, but bis nature was in­
tense. Ills religion was Pharisaism, a series 
of external forms, ceremonies and duties. 
The orthodoxy of Pharisaism bates new truth. 
Fact is, it denies that there can be any, and 
yet this new religion claims to be full of it. 
It is bold and aggressive. These friends of 
the dead Jesus are filling Jerusalem With 
it, and winning the common i>eople far and 
near. Unable to crush it by argument, Phari­
saism makes the cowardly ap|<eal to force. 
A Jewish inquisition is set in operation, and 
Saul Is Its chief agent. Yes, he is sincere, 
and that is the pity of it. This is what Jesus 
foretold. They have bated me, and they will 
hate you. When they hale you to prison and 
put you to death, they will think that II- Is 
pious service to God. Saul felt it his duty to 
blot out the dangerous heresy and extermi­
nate the church. Relentlessly and conscien­
tiously he pressed the work.
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Saul, the Convert.
That he would conquer the Nazarene, he 

had no doubt. That the Nazarene would 
conquer him wag the utterly improbable and 
Impossible thing to all expectation. And yet 
the impossible was the thing that came to 
pass. No weaiwn formed against thee shall 
prdsjier. The very gates of hell shall not pre­
vail against him. Didn't Luke say In the 
beginning of Acts, "1 have told you what 
Jesus began to do, in my former treatise, and 
now I tell you in this what be continued to 
do"? He Is acting, and energising his serv­
ants from his throne, lie is after the fiery 
persecutor. At the gates of Damascus he 
overwhelms the oiqtoser, and yokes a mighty 
brain and heart to the gospel chariot. Paul 
saw Jesus and fell at his feet. Pharisaism 
lost its champion, and Christianity won its 
greatest advocate. Some think the victory 
was won by Immediate, direct action of the 
divine spirit. That it was the Instant wors 
Ing of Jesus on the mind and heart of Saul 
There is another explanation that takes a< 
count of the witnessing power of Christ's 
servants. This accords with his sayings: "Ye 
are the light of the world, the salt of the 
earth. Ye are my witnesses." Fiery Saul saw 
that heavenly light on the face* of the dying 
Stephen, and heard the touching prayer. He 
had noticed the lamb-like patience and meek 
nesa of his suffering Christian prisoners. Had 
not nil these tokens impressed him with the 
thought of a strange {tower in their faith'. 
Did he not see signs of inward |M*ace and 
satisfaction that bis Pharisaism never gave 
him? He was a thinker, and may not these 
things have shot doubts into his mind? If 
these Influences gradually wrought on Saul, 
the victory was none the less our Lord's

+ + +
Monday's Scripture Reading Vision of 

Jesus. Acts I): 1-9.
Monday's Verse-"What wilt thou have 

me to do?"
That is the real sign of a converted soul 

Me own will I resign. I recognize and a< 
cept Jesus as Master and Lord. You did that 
when you surrendered mind and heart. What 
dot's he want you to he and do? He wants 
you to be lovable and kind, truthful and 
humble, upright and just, a living Bible in 
your community. Are you working at It? 
Do |a*ople rend Christ In you? He wants you 
to lie a faithful church memlter. liberal and 
regular in contribution, punctual In worship 
Alas, the worthless memliers In our churches' 
What kind of Christian are they?

Tuesday's Scripture Heading. -Conversion 
of Saul. Acts 9: 10-19.

Tuesday’s Verse.—"And be.filled with the 
Holy Spirit.’’

In a Christian home Saul sits blind and 
helpless. A preacher he came to arrest ap­
pears before him and calls him brother. Toe 
blind convert sees, and the Spirit of Jesus 
takes full itoreewion of him. Then he is 
baptized, and becomes a member of the liated 
and iiersecuted sect. That was a great hour 
for Christianity. The conquest of the mighti­
est intellect In Palestine was a masterful 
argument for the truth of it. No one, that 
day, dreamed of the meanings of the victory. 
It signified the triumphant spread of the 
gospel.

Wednesday's Scripture Heading.—Effv* 
the Preaching. Acta 9: 20-31.

Wednesday’s Verse.—"He proclaimed Je- 
SUS."

Saul does not hesitate A new world o[»ens 
l>efore him, and he enters It with courageous 
enthusiasm. He preaches that Jesus is the 
Christ. The jteople are amazed at the change 
The Jews are infuriated Iwcauso he con 
founded them. Now his troubles begin. 
Persecution turns on him, and he escapes 
from Damascus, lie goes to Jerusalem, but 
the brethren are afraid of him. They can* 
not believe that the enemy has been con- 
verted. Barnabas sj>eaks for him, the lead 
ers accept him, and he preaches with power. 
Again the angry Jews are after him, and he 
goes tn his nld home In Tarsus

I’m rsday's Scripture Heading.—Called to 
be an Apostle. 1 Tim. 1 12-17.

I m rsday'h Verse. "I did It ignorantly in 
unbelief."

In old age, and in prison, Paul recalls his 
early sins against Jesus. I was a blasphemer 
and a |»ersecutor. But God gave me mercy, 
because 1 did It ignorantly and in unbelief. 
I thank God that he counted me faithful, 
putting me into this ministry. The glory of 
his gosjiel is that it saves sinners, of whom I 
am chief. He gets this comfort out of his 
early wickedness; that no sinner may now 
despair, since the worst has been saved. He 
Implores Timothy, his child In the faith, to 
Ih* steadfast In preaching the unsearchable 
riches

Friday's Scripture Heading.—Source of 
Paul's Gos|sd. Gal. 1: 11-17.

Fhumt's Vbmis.—"Neither did 1 receive It 
from man.’’

Paul's authority as an apostle was denied 
by narrow Christian brethren from Jerusa­
lem. They denounced him as a false teacher 
of Christianity, and gave him no end of 
trouble. They unsettled the confidence of his 
converts in himself and Ills message. They 
said he had never been a companion of Jesus, 
and had no( favor in the Jerusalem church. 
Paul affirms his knowledge of Jesus, and 
boldly declares that he got bis gospel from 
him. lie is debtor to no man for his views. 
They came direct from the Master himself.

Saturday's Scripture Heading.—Agent of 
Conversion. John 3: 1-13.

Saturday’s Verse.—"So is every one that 
Is i»orn of the Spirit”

The Pharisee, satisfied with conformity to 
externa] form and ceremony, found It hard 
to understand words Insisting on a new birth 
of the Spirit . The religion of the Spirit con­
fronts the religion of the letter. Do the pre­
scribed duties and live, says the one; humble

LESSON 2. APRIL 9, 1916.

zlineas and Dorcas.

Motto Text.—"In all things showing thy­
self an onsample of good works." (Titus 2: 
7.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 9 : 32-43 (cf. also 
Prov. 31 : 10-31).

Memory Verses, 39, 40.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

32 5 And it came to |>ass, as P^’tAr passed 
throughout all quartern, he came down also 
to the saints which dwelt at Lyd'da.

33 And there he found a certain man 
named ^C'ne-As. which had kept his bed eight 
years, and was sick of the i»aisy.

34 And P^'t^r said unto him. AS’ne-As, 
JP'sus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and 
make thy bed. And he arose immediately.

35 And all that dwelt at Lyd'da and Sa'ron 
saw him, and turned to the Lord.

30 H Now there was at JAp'pa a certain 
disciple named Thb’l-tha, which by Interpre­
tation is called DOr'cas: this woman was full 
of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 

mind and heart liefore God and live, says the 
former. Jesus kept many of the forms; but 
behind that was a meek and lowly spirit, 
hungry for the righteousness of God. That 
Is basal to true religion. Without it all 
forms are vanity. Ye must be born again. 
God's life must be in the soul.

+
Sunday’s Scripture Heading.—A New 

Creature. 2 Cor. 5: 14-21.
Sunday's Verse.—"Old things are passed 

away."
Not by works, but by grace are we saved, 

through faith. Paul fights works as a de- 
|jen deuce for salvation; he stresses works as 
the necessary expression of a saved life. We 
must be in Christ. That is, Christ must live 
in us. His thoughts in our minds, his resolute 
purpose in our wills, his love and gentleness 
and moral beauty in our hearts. The old life 
of jealousy, selfishness and hate must give 
way to the new life which Jesus lived among 
men. This Is the heart of religion. Old 
things must j>ass away. Are you a new 
creation in Christ?

37 And it came to pass in those days, that 
she was sick, and died: whom when they had 
washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.

38 And forasmuch as Lyd'da was nigh to 
Jdp’pa, and the disciples had heard that Pfi't^r 
was there, they sent unto him two men, desir­
ing him that be would not delay to come to 
them.

39 Then Pe’tcr arose and went with them. 
When he was come, they brought him Into 
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood 
by him weeping, and shewing the coats and 
garments which DOr'cas made, while she was 
with them.

40 But PC’tfr put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him 
to the body said, Thb'i-tba, arise. And she 
opened her eyes: and when she saw PS't&r, 
she sat up.

41 And he gave her hit hand, and lifted 
her up, and when he had called the saints and 
widows, presented her alive.

42 And It was known throughout all 
Jdp'l>a ; and many believed in the Lord.

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried 
many days In Jftp'pa with one Sl'mon a 
tanner.
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_eace in the Churches.
It is here recorded that the churches enjoyed 

peace all over Judea, Galilee and Samaria. 
Persecution stopfted. There was none to mo­
lest or make afraid. This is a new note In 
the story, as gratifying as It is surprising. 
Where are the foes of Jesus and the apoetlM? 
Have they given up the tmttle and with­
drawn from the field? Certainly their active 
opi>ositioi> has (-eased. How do you account 
for it? Wonder if the loss of their ring 
leader has worked discouragement? No doubt 
the shock of It has had something to do with 
the enemy’s present inactivity. One thing is 
sure, the old hostility Is not dead. But thanks 
for the |>eace of Zion.

Christianity Spreads.
The conversion of Saul worked two ways 

It discouraged the Pharisees and put a new 
spirit of enthusiasm in the disciples. North 
and South the message flew; in towns and 
villages the converts multiplied. Now. for 
the last three chapters Peter has virtually 
dropi>ed out of view. The story turned on 
the two deacons, Stephen and Philip, and the 
conversion of Saul. It shows the widening 
of missions from Jerusalem, and the begin 
nlng of dee|>er Interpretation of Christ. The 
author is imvlng the way for the thrilling 
story of Paul. Jesus is enlarging and deepen­
ing his work. Don't forget that the Acts is 
a record of what he continued to do. Peter 
steps forth again. He Is moved to a mis 
sionary journey to the southwest. The cause 
grows, and his heart Is glad.

Aeneas.
Peter going here and there, strengthening 

the brethren, called on the saints who dwelt 
in Lydda. lie found them In distress over a 
sick friend, who was iierhai* also a believer. 
It was a ho|K‘less case of [wra lysis, of eight 
years’ standing. The kindly visit and prayer 
of Peter resulted in a complete restoration. 
The people saw the heak>d man, and were 
religiously Impressed. Many of them gave 
themselves to the new faith.

+ + +
Dorcas.

In the city of Jo|>pa. not far from Lydda, 
lived a good woman whose name was Dorcas 
She was a most charitable woman, full of 
good deeds. The widows and orphans round 
•bout loved her. Just at this time she took 
111 and died. When they had laid her out for 

burial,, the disciples in the city heard that 
Peter whs near at hand, au they sent two 
men to Lydda for him, entreating, “Come to 
us without delay." Likely enough they had 
heard of the case of .Aeneas, and built vague 
hopes u|»n It He went He knelt down and 
prayed, and turning to the body, Baid: “Ta 
bit ha, arise." She opened her eyes and sat up. 
Peter gave her his hand and preRented her 
to the overjoyed widows and friends. All 
the city beard of it, and again many were 
added to the Lord.

+ + +
Monday's Script tar Heading.—^neas and 

Dorcas. Acts 9: 32-43.
Monday’s Verse.—"Jesus Christ maketh 

thee whole."
Peter claimed none of the glory. He 

wanted no praise or honor. It was enough 
for him to lie the humble medium of bl easing 
to the sick. Jesus only Is great and worthy 
to be praised. This Is his mighty working 
You see how his conception agrees with 
Luke's, that the Acta is simply the story of 
what the Itisen Ix>rd is ('ontinulng to do. lie 
Is building his churches and sending out his 
gospel through his agents. We are his sen 
ants and his witnesses. Glory to his name

Tuesday's Scripture Heading.—A Worthy 
Woman. Prov. 31: 10-20.

Tuesday's Verse.—“She spreadeth out her 
hands to the i>oor."

"The poor ye have with you always, and 
when ye will ye may do them good." The 
writer of Proverbs seemed doubtful of finding 
the wonderful woman whose picture he pro 
ceeds to draw. She Is not a multitude, and 
yet. I think in nearly every community you 
will find her. She Is a neat bomekeeper, a 
diligent toller, a joy to her husband, and a 
friend to the needy. One thing is certain, 
mighty few men are worthy to Im» the husband 
of such a woman.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—A <’a|Mi 
ble Woman. Prov. 31 : 21-31.

Wednesday's Verse- “Strength and dig 
ulty are her clothing."

There ought to Im» a companion piece to this 
chapter setting forth the qualities of a man 
who is fit to be the husband of this woman 
The writer practically makes her the ruler of 
and provider for the household. Too many 
good women have an unequal burden to bear 
I note that her children shall praise her. But 

do they? Mothers and wives are the hungry 
hearted |»eople of the world. They work un­
selfishly, and it is taken for granted. How 
many husbands ever really praise their 
wives?

Thursday's Scripture Reading.—Cure at 
Bethesda. John 5: 2-0.

Thursday’s Verse.—"Wouldest thou be 
made whole/?"

Here is an invalid diseased for thirty-eight 
years. Jesus comes his way. Trouble al­
ways attracts him. The question is designed 
only to draw attention. The man tells his 
story of fruitless effort, but makes no prayer. 
He does not know the speaker. The pitying 
Ixird says, "Arise, take up thy bed and walk." 
Straightway the man is made whole, and 
takes up his bed and walks. Christ still walks 
in the sick wards of the world, heating and 
uplifting the souls of men.

Friday's Scripture Reading.—The Great 
Healer. Matt. 15: 21-31.

Friday’s
Ixjrd."

Verse.—"Have mercy on me. O

A sick child lay at home, but It was the 
mother's heart that suffered. Mental |»ain Is 
worse than physical. The case was her own. 
Have mercy on me. The Master could not 
hide from the searching eyes of sorrow. Ills 
seeming coldness and roughness could not 
offend or drive her away. Importunate grief 
had Its way. Her faith held true, and Jesus

LESSON J. APRIL 16, 1916.

Peter and Cornelius.

Motto Text.—“There is no distinction be­
tween Jew and Greek : for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon 
him." (Rom. 10: 12.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 10: 1-23.
Memory Verses, 13-15.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

1 There was a certain man in Cees-a-rC’a 
called COr-nFHus, a centurion of the band 
called the I-tfll’ian band,

2 A devout man, and one that feared God 
with all his house, which gave much alms to 
the people, and prayed to God al way. 

sent her away with a divine compliment and 
the assurance of healing for her child.

Saturday’s Scripture Reading.—Generos­
ity Rewarded. 1 Kings 17: 8-1G.

Saturday's Verse.—"I have but a handful 
of meal."

The great drouth brought hunger and 
starvation In and round about Israel. Elijah 
was famishing, the widow was preiMiring her 
last morsel before death. The prophet asks 
that for himself, saying, “Trust in God and 
the’barrel and the cruse of oil shall not fall.” 
Nobly and self-sacrificlngly she gave the 
prophet the only cake. His word came true. 
The meal failed not: the oil failed not. He, 
she and her son lived. It was a trial of faith, 
and the reward was sure.

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—Doctrine 
and Life. Titus 2: 1-14.

Sunday’s Verse.—"We should live soberly 
and righteously."

Here Is practical religion. Some people are 
strong for sound doctrine. That is good, pro­
dded it is followed up with good living. I 
will risk the doctrine of the man who acts 
justly and unselfishly; who is considerate 
and kind-hearted, and whose words are gen­
erous and true. Good Lord deliver us from 
the narrow, fault-finding, inconsistent, stingy 
man or woman. In the name of decency let 
us quit calling ourselves Christians If we are 
making no effort to live the Christ life.

3 He saw In a vision evidently about the 
ninth hour of the day an angel of God com­
ing to him, and saying unto him C6r-n6'lius.

4 And when he looked on him, he was 
afraid, and said. What is it, Lord? And be 
said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms 
are come up for a memorial before God.

5 And now send men to Jdp'pa, and call 
for one Si'mon, whose surname is P6'tCr:

6 He iodgeth with one Si’mon a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell 
thee what thou ougbtest to do.

7 And when the angel which s]>ake unto 
Cdr-ne'iius was deimrted, he called two of his 
household servants, and a devout soldier of 
them that waited on him continually;
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K And when he bad. 
things unto them, be sent

9 1 Oh the morrow, as 

declared all thete 
them to Jdp|>a.
they went on their

journey, and drew nigh unto the city, PMtr 
went up U|«OD the housetop to pray al»out 
the sixth hour:

10 And he became very hungry, and would 
have eaten: but while they made ready, be 
fell into a trance,

11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain 
vessel descending unto him, as it had .been a 
great sheet knit at tbe four corners, and let 
down to the earth :•

12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted 
beasts of tbe earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things, and fowls of tbe air.

13 And there came a voice to him. Rise, 
PC't^r; kill, and eat.

14 But PS’tPr said, Not so. Lord; for 1 have 
never eaten any thing that is common or un 
clean.

15 And the voice ^pake unto him again the 
second time, What God hath cleansed, that 
call Dot thou common.

16 This was done thrice: and the vessel 
was received up again into heaven

Expansion.
The kingdom of God is like leaven hid in 

a measure of meal. It works until the whole 
is leavened. So tbe gospel planted in Pales 
tine begins to break over the liorders of the 
Jewish race. Native land being evangelized, 
shall not the a|*ostles'look to the heathen |A*o 
pie beyond? But the plain command of the 
Master meets a long-time racial barrier of 
contempt and hate in the Jewish heart. I hies 
the gos|>el of Jesus put the 
name plane of privilege with 
prejudices and traditions u. 
said. No. But Christ died 

Gentile on the

thousand year* 
for them, ami

broke down all partition walls. The gosjK‘1 
sets all men on the same level of divine favor 
It was a hard lesson for the a।tost les to learn 
Paul got hold of it at once, and had to drag 
the others to reluctant admission. Social 
and religious conceit and exclusiveness always 
die hard. Tbe Jewish brand of it was intense. 
But the kingdom grows and hursts the bands. 
Expansion to tbe limits of the world IA its 
life and destiny. Foreign missions was not 
popular among the early Jewish Christians. 
Just as it is not in many Baptist < hur< hes 
today.

Cornelius’ Vision.
Strange to say, the Gentile was first to act. 

The church went not to him, but he came a 
suppliant, knocking at her door. l|P was a 

g<MHl man. There are many good fieople out 
of the church. The light of ‘God has shined 
upon them dimly iierhaiN*: they have felt the 
contagion of good souls, and spiritual hunger 
has been awakened. In the most unex[>ected 
place you find an instance. Here Is an army 
captain, in the twilight of religion, reaching 
out for tbe living God. Human sym|iutby, 
practical benevolence and prayer are the 
marks of his character. God's angel apj»ears 
to tbe hungry soul and tells him what to do 
Send for Peter. This is the first move for an 
ojien door to the Gentiles. God reduces the 
strain on Jewish feeling by presenting one of 
the best SfieHmenH of Gentile piety.

Peter’s Vision.
Peter s mind had to be prepared for expan 

sion. He was in sympathy with Jesus’ 
• scheme of world-wide redemption, but was 

still a thrall to Jewish prejudice. He was on 
a housetop in Jo|tpa studying the problem of 
evangelization, grappling with the difficulties 
of extending the gospel to the heathen. He 
was hungry, and fell into a trance. A vision 
came. A great sheet was let down from 
heaven containing all manner beasts. Arise, 
slay and eat, was the command. Peter re 
fused tbe unclean meat. "What God has 
cleansed, call Dot cutninon," said the voice. 
This hastened three times. Peter was utterly 
puzzled when he aroused. What can It mean? 
Tbe arrival of Cornelius' messengers an­
«wer<*d* it went down to greet the
si rangers. who told their mission. A great 
light burst on Peter's soul. The Spirit said 
to him, “Make no hesitation in going with 
them, for it is 1 who have sent them." A 
wonderful forward movement of the gos|M>l 
was at hand.

I’eter and Cornelius.
Monday's Verse. "One that feared God."
Religious narrowness and prejudice are 

foreign to the mind of Christ. Too often they 
• ripple the life of bls |ieople. Years ago there 
were many who really felt that salvation 
was confimsl to those of their own opinion 
ami denomination. Tbe Catholic priesthood 
spread that |sdson. If you don’t accept our 
doctrine, rites and ceremonies, you can't be 
saved. God looks under and behind all these 
at tin* life, is a man good? Does he hunger 
for righteousness? Is he a follower of Jesus 
Christ? That is the supreme lest. The other 
things are needful, hut the gist nt the matter 
Is love of God in the heart

Tvk«day's ScBirreaz Reading.—Peter Sum- 
inoned. Acta 10: 17-23.

Tuesday’s Verse.—“Go with them, nothing 
doubting.”

How beautiful and simple are God's ways 
of extending his kingdom. He puts a longing 
for better things in a human heart, and in 
another b^art he puts a longing to supply 
those needs. That brings tbe two together. 
You have seen that In your own experience. 
Timidly and hesitatingly you have approached 
someone on the subject of personal religion. 
You were surprised bow kindly you were re­
ceived. God got to him first and prepared 
him. Your Impulse to go was God’s pref*ara 
tlon of you. It Is his good way.

Wednesday’s Scripture Reading.—Clean 
and Unclean Meats. Lev. 11: 1-12.

Wednesday’s Verse.—“They are unclean to 
you.”

In that early day the world was gross, igno­
rant and full of idolatry. God w'ould keep 
his people separate, and one method was by 
prohibition of foods. Not to put a stigma on 
any of God’s creatures, but to strengthen the 
barriers between Israel and the heathen na­
tions. Eating together at the same table makes 
a strong social l>ond. Food laws tended 
mightily to keep Israel separate. This had 
its use in its day. The gosi>el came, with its 
light and spirituality, and all these regula­
tions were done away with. That is why the 
Pharisees hated Jesus so blindly.

Thursday’s Scriptitre Reading.—Vision of 
the Kingdom. Dan. 7: 9-14.

Thursday's Verse.—“One like unto a son 
«f man.”

In his vision Daniel saw wild beasts, the 
symobls of great nations, each struggling for 
supremacy. Imst be saw one like unto a son 
of man. He was fair and noble, and God gave 
dominion of the world into his bands. It 
was to be an everlasting kingdom, and all 
peoples should serve him. Tbe other thrones 
crumbled to dust, but bls throne shall endure 
forever, for it is founded on righteousness 
and peace. The antlci|Nition was full of com­
fort then. The stages of its realization are 
full of glory now*. Thy kingdom come.

Friday's Scripture Reading.—All-Inclusive 
Kingdom. Micah 4: 1-5.

Friday’s Verse.—"And people* shall flow 
into It.”

Here is onp of the noblest, prophecies of the 
kingdom of Jesus. He saw a golden age in 
the latter days. Blessed religious hope to a 
good man grieved over tbe moral corffusion, 
violence and savagery of his own time. All 
this will <*ease In the good time coining. In 
the monstruns wre k and misery of the world 
today our sweet hope still centers on the 
kingdom of God. This Is bls world, though 
red with carnage and slaughter. His will 
must be done. Jesus must reign. Human 
madness shall not defeat him.

.Saturday’s Scripture Reading.—Salvation 
for All. Rom. 10: 11-21.

Saturday’s Verse.—“No distinction be­
tween Jew and Greek."

For the same Lord is Lord over all, and is 
rich unto all that call on hlim^+ere Is the 
great Paul’s Interpretation opjesus. He pro­
claimed the glory of the^spel, and its un­
limited sweep. It is Universal unpurcbased 
love; its eall is to tbe'uni versa 1 human heart. 
It meets universal human need, and more, 
there is a universal susceptibility to its 
claims in the souls of men. What more can 
be said? Where are partition walls? Where 
are distinctions between Jew and Gentile, 
l«ond and free, rich and poor? Abolished all.

+
Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Tbe New 

Heaven and tbe New Earth. Rev. 21: 1-7.
Sunday's Verse.—“The tabernacle of God 

is with men."
In rapturous vision, on Patmos, John saw 

the glorious consummation. This world re­
deemed by the Son of God. The world filled 
with his righteousness. God’s kingdom come, 
and earth purified, transfigured into heaven. 
Work for a heaven here and now, as well as 
tbe heaven that <*01008 after death. You don’t 
have to make a transfer beyond the sky to get 
to heaven. Strive to get into the mind, the 
heart, and the life of Christ. Do It now. 
There is your real heaven.
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LESSON 4. APRIL U, 1914.

The Gospel for the Gentiles.

Motto Text.—“Of a truth I perceive that 
God la no respecter of |»ersons : but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and wprketb 
righteousness la acceptable to him." (Acta 
10:84,35.)

Ijtsbon Passage, Acta 10 : 24-48.
Memory Verses, 44, 45.

Leaaon Text.
24 And the morrow after they entered into 

O-a^'a. And C6r-n^llu« waited for them, 
and had railed together hl* kinamen and near 
friends.

25 And as N'tfr was romfng In. COr-nO'Uoa 
met him, and fell down at hia feet, and wor­
shipped him.

26 But IWr took him up saying. Stand 
up; I myself also am a man.

27 And ax he talked with him, be went In, 
and found many that were come together

28 And he said unto them. Ye know bow 
that it is an unlawful thing for a man that 
In a Jew to keep company, or come unto one 
of another nation; but God hath shewed me 
that 1 should not call any man common ot 
u im* lean.

2ft Therefore came I anto ph without 
gainsaying, as soon an I was sent for I ask 
therefore for what intent ye have sent for 
me?

k 30 And CAr-n^'liua said, Four days ago I 
'wan fasting until thia hour; and at the ninth 
hour I prayed In my house, and. behold, a 
man stood before me in bright clothing.

31 And said, Cdr-nFIlua, thy prayer Is 
heard and thine alms are had In reinembrame 
In the sight of God.

32 Send therefore to J6p'P*» and < all hither 
Sl'mon whose surname Is Pe’tfr; be Is lodged 
in the house of one Sl'mon a tanner by the 
sea side: who, when he <-ometh, shall M|>eak 
unto thee.

33 Immediately therefore 1 sent to thee, 
and thou lust well done tlmt thou art tome. 
Now therefore are we all here present before 
God, to hear al) things that are • omnia tided 
thee of God.

44 f While IVter yet spake tbe*e words, 
the Hd'ly Gbfist fell on all them which heard 
the word.

45 And they of the circumcision wbl<h be­
lieved were astonished, as many as tame with 

Wtfr, tiecauBe that on the Gentiles also was 
(toured out the gift of the HAHy GbAat.

46 For they heard them speak with ton­
gues, and magnify God. Then answered 
Wtfr,

47 Can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptlxed, which have received 
the Hft'ly Gbtet as well as we?

48 And he commanded them to be i>a|>ttzed 
in the name of the I .ord. Then prayed they 
him to tarry certain days.

♦ ♦♦
Peter’s Caution.

Next day Peter was off on bls Journey due 
north along the bank of tin* sea. If was some 
forty to fifty miles to Cawarea, where Corne­
lius lived. Now he knew that he was eti a 
i»ecullar!y delicate mission. Duty clearly 
pointed that way. but what will the outcome 
be? This coming In touch with the Gentiles 
may Involve me In disturbed relations with 
the church In Jerusalem. | must take wit­
ness along from the brethren in Jo|»pa. who 
shall see (and note all (hat occur*. Ue chose 
six, and the?’ went It was a wise thing to do. 
for he needed those same brethren in Jeruw 
lem later The church was stirred up, and 
their testimony helped IMer out of difficulty. 
Oftenlng the <k->r to the Gentiles bad Its 
Iterlf*. The tieginning of any Imiiortant new 
movement demands practical wisdom.

Peter's Reception.
The group of ten men arrived on the second 

day. The throe messengers of Cornelius were 
In the rompany. The good rafHatn was far 
out on hit front, expecting Peter. The wel- 
I'ome was cordial, and the Roman officer felt 
nt the fisherman's feet. Peter refused such 
homage with tiecoming humility. He then 
explained his coming on the ground of n 
•«eiu»e of duty to God 'Wie iniprt*Mdon came 
to me at the moment when your servants 
called. What Is your wish? Then Cornelius 
explained his own vision, and said, “My 
liousehold is now assembled, ready to hear 
your message." We want to hear all things 
that are commanded thee of God. Many were 
gathered together. The devout Gentile bad 
Interested all about him In spiritual religion

Peter’s Sermon.
Lt was an Inspiring audience, and Peter was 

mightily moved. It was easy to preach to a 
congregation eager for the Word. His first 
remark Is striking. I now see that God has 
no favorites; but that he who reverences him 
and Ilves a good life in any nation Is accepted 
by him. Tife preacher’s old obsolete notions 
fall from him. He is getting fit to preach. 
He tells bow Jesus went about doing good, 
was raised from the dead, and that whoso­
ever believes In him shall receive remission 
of sins. Right here the Holy Spirit broke off 
the sermon. The Spirit fell on all the com­
pany. Without waiting for the sermon’s 
close, they gave themselves to Jesus In open 
profession of faith. The scene was Inde­
scribable. The power of God was upon all. 
It was Peter’s second Pentecost

+ + +
Peter's Action.

lie was amazed at what he saw. What is 
io t>e done? Shall we organize a Gentile 
church here and now? Thesa people.have re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit the same ms ourselves: 
shall they l«e baptized? The question is di­
rected to those six brethren from Joppa. Now 
he needs them. He will not take this im­
portant step without their approval. They 
could not forbid baptism. The seven Chris­
tian Jews were of one mind. In the glow of 
a heavenly Joy. Peter and his six brethren 
ba|>tlxed the Ixinfs Gentile converts. On 
their urgency, Peter stayed several days, and 
Jew and Gentile mingled in Christian fellow­
ship and love.

Monday’s Scripture Heading.—The He- 
sponsive Heart. Acta 10: 24-33.

Monday's Verse—“We are all here before 
God."

Such was the greeting to Peter. Did a 
preacher ever have a more encouraging situa­
tion? Foreign Missions were easy on a scale 
like this. God’s providence has gathered the 
spoil; ail that remains for the missionary In 
this Instance is to reach forth ami lake It. 
The ground was all cleared and broken up, 
with nothing to do but sow the seed. Adoni- 
ram Judson tolled ami taught seven years in 
Burmah liefore be baptized one convert He 
had no Cornelius to work the field before 
him. Dense ignorance and su|>erstltlon make 
a bard mission field.

+
Tuesday's Scripture Heading.—Gentiles 

Received. Acts 10 : 34-48.

Tuesday’s Verse.—“For they heard them 
s|>eak with tongues and glorify God.”

If they are not converted, who then is? 
If they are unfit for baptlmu, who is fit? A 
whole Gentile congregation has believed on 
Christ and turned to God. ‘Note that they 
were bafKlzed after conversion. This is the 
plain teaching and example in the New Testa­
ment. Then they were not baptized to be 
saved. Bairtism did not wash away their 
sins. Why? Because the Lord had already 
done that. Why baptize at all? Because 
Jesus requires it as a public confession of our 
faith and love. It is imiiortant only as an 
act of Christian obedience.

Wednesday's Scripture Heading.—Peter’s 
Report. Acts 11: 1-18.

Wednesday’s Verse.—“They of the circum­
cision contended with him.”

Just as he exjiected. The narrow, orthodox 
brethren in Jerusalem were offended. You 
did rat with them. Nothing to say against 
their conversion and baptism, but you did eat 
with them. Peter must explain. He recounts 
the story of his vision in Joppa, Cornelius’ 
vision, the sermon, the baptism of the Spirit. 
Pointing to them, he added: “These six 
brethren were with me and endorsed all I 
did." We reasoned thus, brethren, if these 
Gentiles are acceptable to God, they ought to 
be acceptable to us. That was a knock-down 
argument. On hearing It, the matter ended, 
and all glorified God.

+
Thursday's Scripture Reading.—The Uni­

versal Kingdom. Psa. 72: 1-10.
Thursday’s Verse.—“He shall have domin­

ion also from sea to sea.”
The great souls of the Old Testament be­

lieved In the unity of God, and the final 
prevalence of bls .will on earth. That con­
fident hope rests in the ancient covenant made 
with faithful Abraham. In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the world be blessed. God 
will unite all peoples in his kingdom of right- 
eousness. His spiritual empire will uproot 
all iniquity, and establish universal jieace and 
happiness among men. This triumphant opti­
mism rests on God's immutability, his oath, 
and his promise.

Friday's Scripture Heading.—The Right­
eous King. Psa. 72: 11-19.

Friday’s Verse.—“Ijet the whole earth be 
tilled with his glory.”
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The eloquent |wet had hl* magnificent vis­
ion. He contemplated God from a lofty sum 
mit in the divine landscape. God lifted him 
up to his own viewpoint, and tilled him with 
a sublime confidence. ’I’he eternal good is on 
the throne. This Is a comfort that we Chris­
tian people tolling in narrow spheres need to 
seek. In the littleness of life, and its seem 
ingly useless efforts, let us bide in God. Get 
on the heights, and see that good Is the dual 
goal of ill. God’s glory must till the earth. 
Let us work with him to that end

• Saturday's Scripture Heaping.—Elocking 
to Jehovah. Zech. 8: 18-23.

Saturday's Verse.— “We will go with you."
This is the fancied voice of the nations 

speaking to the Jew, the first messenger of 
God's truth to the world. Not the triumph of 
a Jewish nation does he celebrate, but the 
glorious victory of that spiritual kingdom, 
first revealed to the Jewish |»eople. Here is

LESSON 5. APRIL SO, 1915.

Peter Delivered from Prison.

Motto Text—
“The angel of Jehovah encampeth round 

al>out them that fear him.
And delivereth them.” (Psalm 34: 7 )

Lesson Passage, Acts 12 1-19
Memory Verse, n

Lesson Text.
1 Now about that time HfT'od the king 

stretched forth hit hands to vex certain of 
the church.

2 And he killed Jfimes the brother of John 
with the sword.

3 And because be saw It pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further to take Peter also 
(Then wrere the days'of unleavened bread.)

4 And when he had apprehended him, he 
put him In prison, and delivered him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to keep him: intend 
Ing after Easter to bring him forth to the 
I>eople.

5 PSW therefore was kept in prison but 
pftyer was made without reusing of the 
church unto God for hint. 

another brave utterance of that faith that 
came down from faithful Abraham. It is in 
spiriting to see how It maintained itself in all 
the dreadful fortunes of the race. Jesus took 
it up and confirmed It to all the children of 
men.

+
Sundays Scripture Heading.—Universal 

tty of Divine Love, Jonah 4: 1-11.
Sunday's Verse — “Should not I have pity 

on Nineveh?"
The lsM>k of Jonah is a great book. It is 

the great missionary document of the Old 
Testament. Its three great Ideas are. God’s 
universal love, man's universal need, and 
man's universal capacity for spiritual life. 
That is the heart of the book, which too few 
people know. The author tries to remind the 
Jewish people of their real mission in the 
world. He believes that obedience is the only 
preservation of the nation. The self-centered 
nation, church, or Individual shall wither 
God cannot use it or him.

G A*nd when H^r’od would have brought 
him forth, the same night Pe'tCr was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: 
and the keefters before the door kept the 
prison.

7 And, behold, the angel of the Ix>rd came 
upon him, and a light shined In the prison : 
and he smote P^'ter on the side, and raised 
him up, saying. Arise up quickly. And his 
chains fell off from hit hands.

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thy 
self, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did 
And be saith unto him, Cast thy garment 
about thee, and follow me.

0 And he went out, and followed him; and 
wist not that it was true which was done by 
the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

10 When they w’ere past the first and the 
second ward, they came unto the Iron gate 
that leadeth unto the city : which opened to 
them of his own accord: and they went out. 
and । Missed on through one street: and forth 
with the angel departed from him.

11 And when P£’t$r was come to himself, 
he said, Now I know of a surety, that the 
Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered 
me out of the hand of H^Cod, and from all 
the expectation of the people of the J(»ws

A New Foe.
The enthroned Lord has given his servants 

many victories since his ascension. Rememt>er 
that they regard themselves literally under 
his Invisible leadership, and the instruments 
of bis will. He has saved bls church from 
perils, and widened the sphere of its labors. 
1. He cast out the deadly leaven of Ananias’ 
hypocrisy. <2 He healed the dangerous dis­
sension arising over the distribution of bread. 
3. Be triumphed over the persecution by the 
council. 4. He has overcome the Pharisaic 
legalism of his followers in the constitution 
of a Gentile church. 5. And now he rebukes 
and thwarts a new adversary, the state. 
Herod, the arrogant brute, grandson of Herod 
who slaughtered the Infants, Is king. Doubt­
less instigated by the council, he wantonly 
jmts James, the a|>ostle, to death. Seeing 
that it pleased the Jews, he decides to kill 
Peter. He reverses the method of the coun­
cil. They persecuted the humble members of 
the church, leaving the apostles unmolested. 
Herod attacks the leaders. “Destroy the 
apostles, and the noxious movement will die.” 
says be. The state’s hostility Is the most 
dangerous peril the church has met.

Peter Delivered.
The only thing that saved him from Im 

mediate death was the fact that the passover 
was on hand. During that week it was not 
lawful to execute a prisoner. But he was 
securely chained and under guard of sixteen 
soldiers in the prison. Herod would kill him 
when the passover ended. Meantime the whole 
church was in earnest prayer to God. Will 
the Lord deliver his people from the cruelty 
of the stste, as he did from the malice of the 
council? It is a time of thick darkness. The 
last night before the fatal day has come. An 
angel goes to the prison. Peter is asleep be­
tween two soldiers. Something touches him. 
a voice says, “Quick, get up.” The fetters 
drop from his hand. “Put on your san­
dals and your coat and follow me." He 
obeyed, but thought it was all a vision, and 
not real. Arrived in the street, the angel 
left him, and coming to bis senses, he knew 
that the Lord bad rescued him.

+ + +
Sudden Joy.

Peter went to the bouse of Mary, mother of 
John Mark. A prayer-meeting was going on 
within. He knocked, The maid recognizing 
his voice left the door unopened, rushing back 
to tell the news. The jieople thought her 
crazy. “It is his angel," they said. The 

knocking continued. Peter was ushered in, 
and Intense excitement ensued. He motioned 
to them to keep quiet, and told them of the 
Lord's doing. 'Tell the brethren," said he. 
and off be went, no one knows where. The 
Ijord is mightier than the State.

The morning brought terror to the guards. 
They had lost'their prisoner, and Herod exe­
cuted them all. The king went home to 
Ca-sarea, made a |K>mpons sjieecb, and was 
saluted by the fawning people as a g»»d. An 
angel of the Lord struck him, and he died In 
great agony. God withered the band that 
smote hls flock. The gosj>el rides on. The 
word of God spread and multiplied.

Monday's Scripture Reading.—Peter De­
livered from Prison. Acts 12: 1-10.

Monday's Verse.—"His chains fell off."
The Ix>rd Is our deliverer. How often we, 

too, are imprisoned In hard circumstance. 
Trouble and loss shut out the light from our 
souls. We feel lonely, discouraged and help­
less. We are tempted to lose all interest in 
life. Like Jacob we feel that all things are 
against us. Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? Hope thou In God. Time softens our 
griefs. Conditions change, the sunshine 
breaks through the clouds, and the old smiles 
come back again. Yes, God Is always de­
livering his jieople. He will take care of you.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Prayer and 
IMiverance. Acts 12: 11-19.

Tuesday’s Verse.—"Tell these things unto 
James and the brethren."

This James Is not an aiiostle, but the 
Ixird’s brother, who has come to a position of 
influence in the church. If Peter is killed. 
James and the other leaders will follow him 
soon. All the a|>ostles know there is just 
a step between them and death. Go tell them 
what the Lord has done. It will bring relief 
to their souls, and joy to their hearts. Our 
cause is not to perish. The Ixird is with us. 
Be of good courage, little flock, for the Lord 
will give you the kingdom. No weapon 
formed against it shall prosi>er.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading. — God 
Our Refuge. Psa. 4G.

Wednesday’s Verse.—"A very present help 
in trouble.”

Thou worm Jacob, I will keep thee. I will 
help thee. His people are dear unto him as 
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the apple of his eye.. The fire shall not hurt 
thee: the water shall not overflow thee. Aa 
the monntains are round about Jerusalem, so 
the Lord la round about his fieople forever. 
Your Ilves are hid with Christ in God. We 
are kept by the power of God unto salvation. 
All things work together for good to them 
that love God. Let not your hearts be 
troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in 
me.

+
Thursday’s Scriptire Reading. — The 

Safety of the Godly. Psa. 121.
Thursday’s Verse.—'The Lord is thy 

keeper.”
He will direct thy steps and keep thee in 

all thy ways. • He that keepeth thee shall 
neither slumber nor sleep. He Is thy shade 
on thy right hand. The sun shall not smite 
thee by day nor the moon by night. He shall 
keep thee from all evil; he shall keep thy 
soul. To Abraham be said, "I am thy sun and 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” When 
thou walkest through the valley of the 
shadow, my rod and my staff shall t>e thy 
comfort and stay. Blessed be the name of 
the Lord.

+
Friday's Scripture Reading.—God De­

livers His Own. Paa. 97.
Friday's Verse.—"He preserveth the souls 

of his saints.'1
He takes away the frets and worries of the 

soul, and the burdens of care. He makes 
Peter sleep like a babe, chained between two 
soldiers, and his head to fall off in the morn­
ing. He gives xerenity of mind to Daniel in 
the lions’ den. He makes calm the soul of 
Paul in the storm and wreck of the sea. He 
clothes Jesus with deep peace in the mockeries

LESSON 6. MAY 7 1916.
The Missionaries of Antioch.

Motto Text.—"Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations." (Matt. 28: 19.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 11: 19-30: 12: 25— 
13: 12.

Memory Verses, 13: 2, 3.

Lesson Text.

19 f Now they which were scattered abroad 
upon the persecution that arose about Ste’- 

and brutalities of Pilate’s hall. He preserves 
the meekness of Moses amid the provocations 
of a stupid and ungrat efur people.

+
Saturday’s Scripture Reading—Elisha 

Delivered. 2 Kings (J: 8-18.
Saturday’s Verse.—"The mountain was 

full of horses and chariots.’’
Elisha was his country’s defense. He was 

an army himself against the king of Syria. 
Against him alone the king sent an army. 
Elisha's servant saw the host In the early 
morning, and lost all hope. The prophet 
prayed that the youth's eyes might be o|>ened 
to his own safety. The answer came. Round 
the hill he saw the forces of the heavenly 
protector, horses and chariots of fire. Blind­
ness came on his foes in answer to prayer, 
and he led the hust captive to his king. He 
will hide me in bis itavilion.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading. — Divine 
Care. I Kings 17: 1-7.

Sunday’s Verse.—"The ravens brought him 
bread."

Elijah prayed for drouth, and suffered Its 
painful results. He was hungry. The Lord 
made the ravens provide food for his servant. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness. 1 
have been young, and now am old, yet 1 have 
never seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread. He opens his bands and 
ati]»plie8 the wants of all bis creatures. The 
meek shall inherit the earth. I^et us make 
it the prime end of life to serve God and 
keep his commandments, and verily we shall 
be fed.

pben travelled as far as Plie-niec, and Cy- 
pros, and An’tl-6ch, preaching the word to 
none but unto the Jew’s only.

20 And some of them were men of Cy’prus 
and Cy-r6n6, which, when they were come to 
An'tl-dch, s|»ke unto the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Jft'sQs.

21 And the hand of the Lord was with 
them: and a great number believed, and 
turned unto the Lord.

22 U Then tidings of these things came unto 
the ears of the church which was in J<’»-rfl's6 

IAm: arid they sent forth BMr'na-bfis, that he 
should go as far as An'tI-dch.

23 Who, when be came, and had seen the 
grace of God. was glad, and exhorted them 
all, that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and full of the 
HO'Iy Gbfist and of faith: and much people 
was added unto the Lord.

25 Then departed Bftr'na-bfts to Tftr'sus, 
for to seek Saul:

26 And when he bad found him, he brought 
him unto An'ti-dch. And it came to pass, that 
a whole year they assembled themselves with 
the church, and taught much people. And 
the disciples were called Cbris'tians first In 
An'tI-Ach.

1 Now there were in the church that was 
at An’tI-dch certain prophets and teachers; as 
BHr'na-bfts, and 8Im'e-on that was called 
NTger. and Lu'clus of Cy-r6'n6, and Mfin'a-£n, 
which had been brought up with H6r'od the 
tetrarch, and Saul.

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Hd1y Ghdst said, Separate me 
Bilr'na-bfts and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them.

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away.

+ + +
Progress. (

In spite of all the trials within and .with­
out, during the past ten or fifteen years, the 
work of expansion was going steadily on. 
Devotion to Jesus had never waned ; zeal of 
apostles and the memlienblp had never 
cooled. At last the council seems to have 
lost its power. The Jewish state will never 
again oppose. Jewish legalism in the churcb 
Is rebuffed and silent for a season, at least. 
Some years ago, when persecution broke out 
with the death of Stephen, there was a wide 
scattering of the disciples. They went preach­
ing the Word. The good news went into 
Phoenicia, the island of Cyprus, and to the 
city of Antioch, far up in the North. Evan- 
gellzatlon is getting under a fine headway. 
The cause prosjiered, specially at Antioch, 
and the good news came to Jerusalem. The 
church sent Barnabas up to review the work. 
He was delighted with what he found, and 
his preaching greatly encouraged the new 
brethren. A revival spirit prevailed. Barna- 
bas goes up to Tarsus, and brings Saul, and 
together they labor for a year In the fruitful 
field of Antioch. The city Is going to become 
a new center of Christian power and evangeli­
sation. This church is going to outshine the 
mother church in Jerusalem. Expulsion is 

her slogan : the gospel for all the world is her 
watchword.

+ + +
Missionaries Chosen.

Barnabas and Saul were sent by this noble 
church to Jerusalem, bearing a contribution 
to their poor brethren. They returned, bring­
ing with them Barnabas’ nephew, John Mark. 
The leaders were pondering the Great Com­
mission, and became deeply impressed with 
the duty of sending the gosjiel to the people 
beyond. Guided by the Holy Spirit, they de­
termined to select Barnabas and Saul for 
the work. A solemn service was held, and 
the Iwo were ordained. This was the hour 
when Christian missions was first and form­
ally launched.

The Journey.
'raking Mark, they proceed to Cyprus, and 

preach in the synagogues there. On to Pa­
phos, the capital, where Saul wins a great 
victory In the conversion of the governor, and 
In the humiliation of Elymas, a base and cor 
rupt Jewish sorcerer. The mission goes well, 
and Just here Saul becomes Paul, and from 
this date on the order of names is Paul and 
Barnabas. The church at Antioch made no! 
program of the journey. The missionaries ’ 
were left to their own judgment as to where 
they should go, and how long they should 
stay In any place.. Having gone to the 
western end of Cyprus, and glowing with 
thankful hope and confidence over the suc­
cess in Paphos, they might have concluded to 
return and report. Not so. Let us cross over 
to Asia Mirior and eye what we may do for 
the rude half-civilized people In the moun 
tains. It is discussed, and so decided. To 
the present no particular hardship has been 
endured: no special peril has been met. They 
hardly exjiect as comfortable a time in Asia 
Minor.

Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Mission 
a ries of Antioch. Acts 11 : 19-30.

Monday’s Verse.—"Full of the Holy Spirit 
and faith.”

How naturally the selection fell on Barna 
has and Saul. There was nothing arbitrary 
or haphazard. Each man was gifted with 
mental power. Each was a devout lover of 
Jesus, and in his heart the missionary fire 
was burning. They helped to fill the church 
with the same spirit. Another fact pointed 
to their eligibility. They came from the very 
countries It was designed to visit. Barnabas 
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from Cyprus; Saul from Tarsus. Ix»ve of 
the old home country and its people was a 
factor in deciding their missionary route.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading.— Mission in 
Cyprus. Acts 12: 25—13: 12.

Tuesday's Verse.—-“Sent forth by the Holy 
Spirit."

This sending forth. a<‘uording to Luke’s 
view of the Acta, was the ad of Jeans Christ. 
That is fundamentally true. Yet we have 
the statement that the Holy Spirit sent them 
forth. That, too, is profoundly true. It is 
also certainly a fact that the Antioch church 
sent out Barnatms and Saul. Is there any 
contradiction In all this? Not at all. Christ 
sends the Spirit, the Spirit animates and 
guides the disciples; the disciples select and 
do the work. It is one wisdom, one light, one 
power, one purpose. Results may be credited 
to eac h and all.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—Apos 
toile Commission. Matt. 28: 16-20.

Wednesday's Verse.—“Mako disciples of 
all the nations."

Not one of the aiwstles ever forgot that 
solemn charge. They could not preach Jesus 
and leave out hlh last great command. And 
yet. when the first move was made to carry 
out his will, not an ajiostie was a sharer In It. 
it was done by a new class of Iteljevers, 
everyone of whom, possibly Barnabas ex­
cepted, had been converted after the Ix>rd’s 
ascension. They were untrammeled by Jew­
ish prejudice and legalism. The Antioch 
church, too, lay nearer the mission fields. 
She took the lead in obeying the Croat Com­
mission.

Thursday's Scripture Heading, a Proph­
et's Commission. Isa. 6: 1-8.

Thursday b \ erse.—“Here am I. send me."
Isaiah was in the temple, and saw a vision 

of God. The awful holiness of God overcame 
him with a venae of his sin and the sin of 
his people. The nation was corrupt with all 
iniquity. The Lord called for volunteers to 
go out and declare the indignation felt to­
ward his sinning jieople. It was a hitter, 
dangerous task, but the self-sacrificing, hum 
ble Isaiah responded, "Here a in I, send me." 

His work was brave, but unavailing. He did 
bis duty, but failure broke his heart.

Friday’s Scripture Reading.—Mission to 
Samaria. 2 Kings 17: 24-29.

Friday's Verse.—"One of the priests came 
and taught them how they should fear the 
I x) rd."

Here la a strange story. The Assyrians 
brought people from the East and planted 
them in Samaria, whose people they had 
taken away. Lions destroyed these strangers 
In Samaria, and they reported that it was 
due to the fa<-t that they did not understand 
the way of the Lord of the land. They asked 
the Assyrian government to send someone to 
teach them the right way. The king granted 
the request, and chose a priest whom he bad 
carried away. He came back and taught the 
strangers how to fear the Lord.

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Mission 
to Nineveh. Jonah 3: 1-10.

Saturday’s Verse.—"Preach the preaching 
that I bld thee."

It never would have entered the minds of 
the Nlnevites to Invite a Jew to tell them of 
his religion. But it was in God's mind to 
send a man to tell the city of its sins and the 
coming doom. The preacher selected did not 
want to go. He had a terrible experience In 
an effort to get away from God and duty. On 
the second call he went and preached so 
faithfully that the city repented and the Lord 
forgave Israel was designed to be a mission 
ary nation to the world. IJke all human per 
forma neo. It has been imperfectly done.

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—The Gospel 
Message. Rom. 10: 1-10.

Sunday's Verse.—"Confess with thy
mouth Jesus is Ix>rd."

The gos|iel is not the denunciation of sin, 
but the proclamation of forgiveness. It is 
based in the love of God, and is directed to 
••ailing sinners to repentance and faith. It 
publishes God’s remedy for the foul and 
deadly disease of human hearts. It come* 
without price. It asks that we turn from 
our evil way and follow the st efts of Jesus 
Christ Believe with thy heart and confess 
with thy mouth. The gosixd Is good news: 
It is the power of God unto salvation.

LESSON 7.

“Lo, We Turn to the Gentiles.”

Motto Text—
"I b#ve set thee for a light of the Gentiles, 
That thou shouldest be for salvation unto 

the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 
13: 47.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 13: 13-52
Memory Verses, 45, 4fl.

Lesson Text.
13 Now when Paid and his com|>any loosed 

from Pfi’phos, they came to P^r’ga in Pam 
phyl’f-A: and JOhn departing from them re­
turned to J^rfi’sfl-lfm.

14 f But when they departed from P^rga, 
they came to An'tI-dch in Pi-sId'I-fi, and went 
Into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and 
sat down.

15 And after the reading of the law and 
the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent 
unto them saying. Yc men and brethren, if ye 
have any word of exhortation for the people, 
say on.

42 And when the Jews were gone out of 
the synagogue,1 the G^n’tfles besought that 
these words might 'i>e preached to them the 
rfext sabbath.

43 Now when the congregation was broken 
up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes 
followed Paul and BAr'na-bAs: who, speaking 
to ihem, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God.

44 ? And the next sabbath day came almost 
the whole city together to bear the word of 
God.

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy, and sjiake agaiust 
those things which were R(>oken by Paul, con­
tradicting and blaspheming.

46 Then Paul and Blir'na-bAs waxed bold, 
and said, It was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you: 
but seeing ye put it from you, and Judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, 
we turn to the GAn'tlJea.

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, 
ttayinff, 1 have set thee to be a light of the 
G^n'tTles, that thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of the earth.

48 And when the G^n’tHes heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord : 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed.
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49 And the word of the Lord was published 
throughout all the region.

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and 
honourable women, and the chief men of the 
city, and raised persecution against Paul and 
BHr'na-ldls, and expelled them out of their 
coasts.

51 . But they shook off the dust of their feet 
against them, and came unto I-cd’nl-um.

52 And the disciples were filled with Joy, 
and with the Hft'ly GhOst.

+ + +
A Desertion.

John Mark deserts, shames his uncle, and 
dishonors himself. Why does he quit? He 
wanted to go Into this work, why does he 
give it up? For one thing, the work has 
suddenly become hard and dangerous. The 
missionaries now enter a mountainous coun­
try. Inhabited by a rude, half-civilized jieople. 
There Is a wide contrast between the com­
forts of the governor’s home in Paphos and 
the crude, harsh conditions In Asia Minor. 
And again, John Mark is a raw youth, who 
has not considered the iiossible privations of 
missionary life. Like lAany another, he is 
deluded by the romantic glamour of missions, 
and goes in without counting the cost. Im­
agine his confusion and shame on his return 
to Jerusalem. How can be explain his re­
turn? It was a bad start for a young man, 
and evil came out of it that he dreamed not 
of. But he redeemed his good name, and 
became a noble missionary yet. Don’t, cast 
a young fellow out for one bad break.

A Great Sermon.
Paul and Barnabas do not tarry at Perga, 

on the coast, but press right on through the 
mountains Into the heart of Asia Minor, 
northward. They come to the city, Antioch, 
In the province of Pisldia. Instantly they 
find their Jewish brethren, and engage to 
s|>eak in the synagogue. Paul stands up to 
preach, and follows the line of argument pur­
sued by Stephen long years ago in Jerusalem. 
Then he helped those who murdered the 
noble deacon; now he takes Stephen's method 
of preaching. Stephen’s way of interpreting 
Christ and his gospel become Paul’s way. 
It Is a fine tribute to the intellect of the first 
martyr. Jesus and him’ crucified Is Paul’s
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theme. First, be proves that Jesus sprang 
from God's elect people. whom he delivered 
from Egypt. He came from the line of 1 la- 
vid, the illustrious king of Israel. Second, he 
prove* that Jesus is the spiritual deliverer of 
all men, by reference to the predictions of the 
prophets and the facts of his crucifixion and 
resurrection. Third, he appeals for faith in 
him as the only condition of the remission of 
sins. Here he makes his first recorded con­
trast lietween the insufficiency of the law of 
Moses and the all-sufficiency of the gospel of 
Christ. He closes with encouragement and 
warning.

Turn-to the Gentiles.
The sermon so pleased the audience that 

they requested Its rej>etltlon the next Sabbath? 
Interest spread, and the synagogue was 
IMicked. Meantime the Jews became jealous, 
and began to oppose the teaching of Paul. 
'Hie idea that anything could be superior to 
the old-time religion of Moses and the fathers 
stirred them to anger. This new doctrine is 
dangerous heresy: away with It and Its ad­
vocates. Paul and Barnabas saw and felt 
the changed attitude, and said Itoldly: "The 
word of God has been spoken to you. but as 
you reject it, we turn with it to the Gentiles. 
Such are the Lord's orders to us, for he will 
bring salvation to the end of the earth." The 
Gentiles heard this gladly, and many of them 
believed. This made the Jews furious, and 
they drove the missionaries out of their city.

+ + +
Monday's Scripture Beading. - Turning to 

the Gentiles. Acts 13: 13-24.
Monday’s Verse.—‘‘John defNirtlng from 

them."
I So many young Christians do the same 
thing. Truly converted and sincerely pager 
to follow Christ, they run well for a season, 
and then zeal dies out. They become half 
hearted, and gradually drift from the church, 
deserting religious work. It Is so discourag 
lug to pastors and superintendents. Be sure 
they are not proud of It; they are not satis­
fied or happy. Don’t threaten exclusion. Be 
imtient. Life will sober them, and some day 
they will rejient and come back. Many such 
have grown Into lovely and useful members. 
John Mark will come back and win a crown.

+
Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Good Tid 

Ings. Acts 13: 25-39.
Tuesday’s Verse. -"God hath brought unto 

Israel a Saviour."

Paul had tried Moses' law to the full, as a 
means of salvation, and yet never found satis 
faction to his soul. By the works of the law 
no man can be justified before God. This was 
Paul's personal ex|*rienee, and so it was one 
of the deepest convictions of his soul. At last 
he had found peace by accepting truth and 
grace in Jesus. Here is the way, the truth, 
and the life. Not by works, but by grace 
through faith. Here is remission of sins; 
here is righteousness; here Is the only salva­
tion. This good news Is for all men alike.

Wednesday’s Scriptube Heading.—Recep 
tion of Tidings. Acts 13: 40-52.

Wednesday's Verse.—"Contradicting and 
blaspheming."

No need oZ surprise that the Jews should 
revolt at the new doctrine of salvation. To 
them It seemed the abrogation of the sacred 
old faith of Israel. It horrified them by put­
ting the Jew on the same religious level with 
the (Jentile dogs. They felt exactly as Paul 
used to feel. Their eyes were blind; they 
simply could not see that Moses only pre- 
pared the way for Christ. They could not 
see that Christ was the ri|>e fruit of Israel’s 
old religion. They were not spiritual. Phari­
saism was their creed. Paul hoped that Gen 
tile Christianity would help to win the Jews.

’• +
Thursday's Scripture Heading.—Universal 

<^a!l. Isa. 56:1-7.
Thursday’s Verse.—"The sure mercies of 

David."
This refers to God’s covenant with David. 

“I will make thy kingdom an everlasting 
kingdom, and tby throne shall be established 
forever. Behold, I have given him for a 
witness to the peoples. Thou shalt call a na­
tion that thou knowest not, and a nation that 
knew not thee shall run Unto thee." These 
are the sure mercies promised to David. Here 
is the universal divine call, "Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him.”

Friday’s Scripture Heading.—God's I>o 
Ings. Isa. 12: 1-6.

Friday’s Verse.—"Jehovah is my strength 
and song."

Isaiah saw the golden age that was to come, 
lie knew that conformity to the laws of 
Moses' In religious worship was not redeem 

Ing bls people. Iniquity ran riot, though the 
altars of religion were thronged with wor­
shipers. Jehovah is become my salvation. 
With joy shall ye draw waters out of the 
wells of salvation. In that day ye shall say, 
"Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his 
name. Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done 
excellent things." Paul knew Isaiah’s great 
anticipations, and it was his glory to pro­
claim their fulfillment.

t +
Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Prayer 

for Unity. John 17: 18-26.
Saturday’s Verse.—"That they may all be 

one.*'
Jesus was conscious of the unity of the 

Father and the Spirit with himself. The 
kingdom of God Is one. He demanded the 
unity of his disciples. Divisions and strifes 
among them would misrepresent bls gospel, 
and neutralize its triumphs. One faith, one 
love, one obedience, one mind, and one spirit. 
Sectarian bitterness is not of God. It is not

LESSON 8.

The Cripple of Lystra.

Motto Text.—"He giveth power to the 
faint; and to him that hath no might he ln- 
creaseth strength.” (Isa. 40 : 29.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 14.
Memory Verses, 8-10.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

8 f And there sat a certain man at Lys’tra, 
impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his 
mother’s womb, who never had walked:

9 The same heard Paul speak: who sted- 
fastly beholding him, and perceiving that he 
had faith to be healed,

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright 
on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.

11 And when the people saw what Paul had 
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the 
speech of Lyc-a-O’nl-a, The gods are come 
down to us in the likeness of men.

12 And they called BArna-blls, JQ’pI-tdr; 
and Paul, M^r-cfi'ri-us, because he was the 
chief speaker.

13 Then the priest of J0'pI-t6r, which was 
before their city, brought oxen and garlands 

loyalty to Christ; it is not the leading of the 
Spirit. Baptists believe in the great doctrine 
of religious liberty, every Christian’s right to 
interpret Christian duty for himself, without 
loss of fellowship.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Lost and 
Found. Luke 15: 11-24.

Sunday's Verse.—“I will arise and go to 
my father.”

This Is the greatest parable of Jesus. It 
states the moral insanity of the sinner, the 
need of reiientance, and the certain welcome 
of love. Sin ruins the soul, and brings mis­
ery to the life. It pains the heart of God. 
So close is his kinship to the children of men. 
Conversion is at the point of decision to turn 
and go home. I will arise and go, marks the 
end of disobedience, and the birth of a new 
life. God folds the returning prodigal to his 
liosom. The bells of heaven ring. The lost is 
found. This Is the salvation of God. It is 
free to all.

MAY 21, 1916.

unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice 
with the people.

14 Which when the apostles, BAr'na-bAs 
and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, 
and ran in among the people, crying out,

15 And saying. Sirs, why do ye these 
things? We also are men of like passions 
with you, and preach unto you that ye should 
turn from these vanities unto the living God, 
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and ail things that are therein:

16 Who in times past suffered all nations 
to walk in their own ways.

17 Nevertheless he left not himself with­
out witness, in that he did good, and gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness.

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained 
they the people, that they had not done sacri­
fice unto them.

19 1 And there came thither certain Jews 
from An'tl-5ch and I-c6'nI-um, who persuaded 
the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had been 
dead.

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round 
about him. he rose up, and came into the 
city: and the next day he departed with BAr- 
na-bAs to TX»r'bA.
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Persecution.
Duvnt out of Antioch, Poul and Barnabas 

went to Iconlum', where the same things hap­
pened again. They were welcomed into the 
synagogue, and a number of Jews and Gen- 
tlles were converted. The work opened most 
encouragingly. But the storm non broke. 
The Jews took alarm, and stirred up the Gen­
tiles against the missionaries, but not all, for 
some of them sided with the apostles. How­
ever, the hostile party proved the strongest, 
and when they resorted to Insults, and threat­
ened to atone Paul and Barnabas, they made 
escape, and went to other towns, Lystra and 
Derbe. it Is a rough experience, quite differ­
ent from that of the Island of Cyprus. But 
our heroes think not of giving up At his 
conversion, Jesus said: "I will shew him how 
great things he shall suffer for my name.” 
This was only the beginning of his tribula­
tions.

+ + +
A New Difficulty.

At Lystra, by the power of God, Paul 
healed a man who bad been a cripple from his 
birth. When the crowds saw the man walk­
ing, their enthusiasm burst all bounds. The 
Ignorant Jews wanted to put a crown on 
Jesus’ head when he fed the five thousand, you 
remember. The conduct of these heathen was 
not much more stupid. If any. "The gods 
have come among us In human form,” they 
shouted. ’The priest of the heathen temple 
made preparation to offer sacrifices to them. 
Scorned by Jews as cnqmles of God and man, 
worshiped by Gentiles as gods! What a con­
trast. And each equally stupid. The epistles 
were shocked, and sprang In to suppress the 

(absurd demonstration. Spurning divine hon­
ors, Paul made a speec-b to the pagans, de­
claring himself a human being of the same 
nature as themselves. We are simply preach 
ers sent forth by God to turn you and all 
people from Idols to the true religion. We 
are servants of the one living God, who has 
given yon so many tokens of his favor and 
love. This speech Is the germ of the one he 
made four years later on Mars Hill in Athens, 
before the most cultivated Greeks. It was 
with difficulty that the sacrifices were de­
feated.

+ + +
Stoning.

From divine honors to brutal stoning the 
passage Is short and swift, reminding ns of 
the cries, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” and 
"Crucify him.” q’be Jews now behave worse 
than ever. They follow from Antioch and 
Iconlum . full of hate. Paul has withstood 
Idolatry, and now the Jews, who profess ab­

horrence of It. come and Join these Idolaters, 
inciting them to stone the man who would 
turn them from Idols. Surely they have 
Judged themsch-ca unworthy of eternal life, 
ami the gospel Is vindicated In going to the 
heathen. The mob that would have wor- 
Shl|>ed, let! by the Jews, assaulted Paul, anil 
dragged him out of the idty, thinking him 
dead. They dispersed, and to the surprise of 
mourning friends, Paul arose and went with 
them Into Lystra. Next day Paul and Barna, 
has went to Derbe and preached, making dis­
ciples there. Then they retraced their ste|i« 
through the same towns to strengthen their 
converts. How brave It was! They went back 
to Perga, where they landed from Cyprus 
There the mission ended, and they sailed for 
Antioch to report how God bad been with 
them.

-Monday’s Scbiptubk Readino.—Persecution 
-for the Gospel’s Sake. Acts 14: 1-7.

Monday’s Verse.-—"Speaking boldly In the 
Lord."

The hopelessness in the case of persecutors 
is In the fart that they do not know them- 
selves as persecutors. They think they are 
doing the right thing, discharging a religious 
duty. Creeds and forms become dear ns life 
to men, and all new Ideas meet Instant hostil­
ity. There has never been a new view of 
God and duty that was not misunderstood, 
hated and outraged. It Is hard even now for 
us to grant that a man who differs from us 
seriously In religious opinion, can be a really 
good man. And It is no easy matter to re­
frain from persecution by assailing bls char­
acter.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading. - The t'rip- 
ple at Lystra. Acts 11: 8-20.

Tuesday's VEBSE -"He had faith to be 
healed.’*

'1 be people said the recovery was from di­
vine iwwer. That was right. They were 
wrong when they said the large man, Barna­
bas, was Jupiter, chief of the gods, come to 
their city. Wrong when they said the small 
man, Pau), was Mercury, the messenger and 
speaker for Jupiter. With their views It was 
an act of piety to make a sacrifice In honor of 
the visiting gods. The healed man knew 
better. He heard the gospel, and believed it. 
He honored and loved his tienefactors, but 
gave lira Ise to the invisible holy God.

+
Wednesday’s Scripture Heading.—Perse­

verance In the Gospel. Acts 14 : 21-28.

Wednesday’s Verse.—“How God had
ojiened a door of faith unto the Gentiles.”

What a home-coming that was. The first 
great missionary Journey was an accomplished 
fact. Was the enterprise worth while? Was 
there encouragement enough in its results to 
Justify Its continuance? Can the gospel of 
Jesus be applied to Gentile people? Is it 
really a world religion? It was a mighty 
experiment of faith in which the Antioch 
church had ventured. Gladly they welcomed 
the worn and scarred missionaries. Their 
fondest hojies were realized. Verily, the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation of 
Jew and Gentile.

+
Thursday’s Scripture Reading.—A Par­

alyzed Man. Mark 2: 1-12.
Thursday’s Verse.—“All were amazed and 

glorified God.”
Paul’s deed at Lystra recalls Jesus and the 

healing of the paralytic. Seeing the faith of 
the sick man's friends and himself, the Lord 
said : “Thy sins tie forgiven thee.” The Phari­
sees said that s|ieech was blasphemy. They 
said it in their hearts, and Jesus could read 
their thoughts in their faces. He asked which 
was easier to say, thy sins be forgiven, or to 
say arise and walk? They would not risk an 
answer. Then he .commanded the man to 
Arise, take thy bed and walk. The man 
obeyed, and the crowd praised God.

+
Friday’s Scripture Heading.—A Mistaken 

Identity. Mark 3 : 20-30.
Friday’s Verse.—’Tie hath Beelzebub."
Here is a deliberate, malicious slander. It 

Is as illogical as it is infamous. The 
envious scribes and Pharisees will resort to 
any absurd explanation of Jesus' mighty 
works to rob him of credit in the eyes of the 

multitude. He is in league with the devil, 
and that explains his casting out demons. 
Jesus ex]>osed their logic by saying that Satan 
would not destroy his own works. He then 
denounces on them the woes of an unpardon­
able sin. It was their crowning insult to as­
cribe the acts of the Spirit of God to the 
agency of Satan. Audacious sin reached its 
limit.

+
Saturday’s Scripture Heading.—Needless 

Sacri’fice. Psa. 50: 7-15.
Saturday’s Verse.—“If I were hungry, I 

would not tell thee.”
The Jews were punctilious about sacrifices 

of bullocks, rams, and goats and birds. Jeho­
vah’s altars were always smoking. But he 
grew weary of it when the worshipers brought 
no inward piety with the offerings. These 
things became an offense to him. Forms and 
ceremonies, where no faith is, where no lov­
ing obedience is, are a solemn mockery to 
God. Above all, he wants the sacrifices of a 
broken spirit and a contrite heart. He craves 
the honest thanksgiving of his i>eople.

+
Sunday’s Scripture Heading.—God’s Wit­

ness of Himself. Hom. ■ 1: 18-25.
Sunday’s Verse.'—“They became fools.”
Paul was speaking of the inexcusable cor­

ruptions of the heathen world. They may 
not plead ignorance of God. He has revealed 
himself in his creation, his power and divin­
ity. They saw that, and knew it; yet they de­
liberately surrendered themselves to their 
own lusts. They changed the fashion of God 
into the forms of beasts and creeping things. 
Notice the gradual debasement of their im­
agery of God, from the form of man to that 
of unclean reptiles. Their senseless heart 
was darkened, and God turned them over to 
their own lusts.
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LESSON ».

The Council

Motto Text.—"For freedom did Christ set 
us free." (Gal. 5: la.)

Ijcsson Passage, Acts 15: 1-35.
Memory Verses, 32, 33.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

22 Then pleased It the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send chosen men of 
their own company to An'tI-dch with Paul 
and Bilr'na-bfts; namely, JQ'das surnamed 
Blr'sa-b&s, and 81'las, chief men among the 
brethren:

23 And they wrote letter* by them after 
this manner; The apostles and elders and 
brethren send greeting unto the brethren 
which are of the Gentiles In AntLftch and 
Syr La and CLH'cia :

24 Forasmuch as we have beard, that cer­
tain which went out from us have troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, say­
ing, Ye muat be circumcised, and keep the 
law: to whom we gave no euch command­
ment :

25 It seemed good untb us, being assembled 
with one accord, to send chosen men unto you 
with our beloved Blir'na-bAs and Paul,

20 Men that have hazarded their lives for 
the name of our Lord Jastis Christ.

। 27 We have sent therefore Ju'das and 
Si las, who shall also tell you the same things 
by mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Hd'ly Gbdat, 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things;

29 That ye abstain from meats offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from which 
If ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare 
ye well.

30 So when they were dismissed, they came 
to An'tLdcb: and when they had gathered 
the multitude together, they delivered the 
epistle:

31 Which when they had read, they re­
joiced for the consolation.

32 And Jft das and 81 ’las, being prophets 
also .themselves, exhorted the brethren with 
many words, and confirmed them.

33 And after they had tarried there a 
space, they were let go In peace from the 
brethren-unto the apostles.

MAY 28, 1916.

at Jerusalem.

The luue.
TH« miiwlonary Journey began In the 

spring of 47 A.D. and lasted to the summer 
of 4!> A.D. Soon after the return of Paul 
and Barnabas to Antioch, certain Individuals 
from the church In Jerusalem came and be 
gan to teach the circumcision of Gentile con­
verts as a necessity for salvation. That 
brought the shar|»est controversy. Peter's ex­
perience with Cornelins Ofteen years before 
this date had not settled the standing of the 
Gentiles In the church. It established the 
fact of the open door to them, but to many 
brethren of narrow view, It did not define 
the conditions on which the Gentiles can en 
ter Into eternal life. This is the question. 
The brethren from Jerusalem said flatly they 
could not be saved without circumcision. Paul 
and Barnalms could not silence them by argu 
meut. Truth Is, these men had the Scrip­
ture on their side. They admitted that sal­
vation Is promised to the Gentiles, but on 
what conditions? Circumcision was divine­
ly imposed, said they, and the man-child with­
out It, shall lie cut off from his people. The 
parties to the debate were equally sincere. 
The Issue presents a clash between the liberty 
of the gospel and the authority of the Scrip 
lure. Only God's Spirit can harmonize the 
two.

The Appeal.
There is nothing to do but to carry, the 

matter to the mother church in Jerusalem. 
It is the most momentous doctrinal question 
that has arisen in early Christianity. Paul 
and Barnabas and other brethren are sent 
to the council, not that the apostles and eld­
ers may settle the dispute, but that all to­
gether may discover the mind of the I»rd. 
Peter makes a great sj>eech. He is not a 
po|>e; he does not settle it by bis own au­
thority. He argues the case. He ap|>eals to 
his experience. God did convert Cornelius 
ami his bouse, and gave them the Holy Spirit. 
God did blot out the distinctive mark between 
Jew and Gentile, so that there is no differ 
ence. He makes two points more. Why ask 
the (gentiles to submit to a system that the 
Jew has never been able to bear? Again, the 
Jew has to abandon it, and believe on Christ 
In order to be saved. The Jew must trust 
to the grace of God. Just as the Gentile does.

His position is this: What God's Word tay* 
must l>e learned in the light of what God 
doe*. The divine act is a higher court than 
the divine record. That was great, it was 
unanswerable. It whs the triumph of sanc­
tified common sense. Jewish legalism got 
its death blow. Paul and Barnabas are 
happy. The Holy Spirit has declared the 
inlnd of Christ. The liberty of the gos|>el 
Is secure, and the gospel outranks tile law 
of Moses. The gospel Is freed from the 
shackles of Judaism forever, and the way Is 
clear to the evangelization of the world. So 
tiie council declares.

+ + +
The Message.

James was president. He made a speech, 
ruunding up the debate. He cordially en­
dorsed the victorious views of Peter, but be 
felt It wise to soothe the legalistic brethren 
who bad lost Yes, it is clear that God has 
put the Gentile on the same religious level 
with the Jew. Now, brethren, says he. let 
us pass this resolution: our Gentile brethren 
are Instructed to abstain from meat offered to 
idols, from blood and from fornication. It 
was adopted. The whole church acted in the 
matter, and in the written communication to 
Antioch, it was stated in plain words; the 
troublers of Antioch were not gent by this 
church. The council sent two members, Ju­
das and Silas, to attest the letter and to con­
firm Its sentiments.

+ + +
Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Council at 

Jerusalem. Acts 15: 1-11.
Monday’s Vebse.—"The apostles and eld­

ers."
It was a wise resolution to refer this vital 

question to the mother church. She held nat­
urally the place of preeminence, holding in 
her membership the men who were the com­
panions of Jesus. On the far-off border of 
evangelisation this crucial interpretation of 
the gospel arose, and to settle It by vote In 
the Antioch church might not have settled 
It at all. Go to headquarters, was the deci­
sion of good judgment Here Is a lesson for 
small, weak churches in trouble. Get the 
counsel of older churches. Allow the Holy 
Spirit to quiet disputes through the advice 
of thoughtful, peace-loving brethren.

+
Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Decision 

of the council. Acts 15: 12-21.
Tuesday’s Verse.--"That we trouble not 

the Gentiles which turn to God."

It was a time of transition from the old 
religion of Judaism to the universal religion 
of Jesus. Conservative men always think 
the old is best. That they have reached per­
fection in views and customs. New ideas 
have always been hateful. You propose some 
change in church usage, really wise and need­
ful, and see the opposition. Adoniram Jud­
son begged bis brethren in America not to 
send as bis helper in missions, a conscien­
tiously obstinate man. He Is a troubler when 
advance is projiosed. The honest narrow men 
from Jerusalem made no end of trouble at 
Antioch. Nobody sent them. They were self- 
appotated objectors. They must not rule.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—-Decrees 
of the Council. Acts 15 : 22-35.

Wednesday's Verse.—"Abstain from meats 
and from blood."

This was really not necessary, but wau 
agreed to as a sort of concession to the Jul 
daizlng brethren. The gospel deals in prin­
ciples, not in rules. But some men dote on 
rules. They want a number of rules spread 
on the church book. This is the Judaizing 
spirit, and is pretty sure to keep a church in 
trouble. The great-hearted Paul accepted the 
decrees, but did not need them for himself. 
His gospel of Christ was all he’needed to keep 
him from evil, and to guide him to obedience. 
Submit mind and heart to the Holy Spirit 
Live the Christ life, and you will not need 
rules.

Thursday’s Scripture Reading.—Freedom 
from Bondage. Gal. 5: 1—G.

Thursday’s Verse.—"Be not entangled in 
a yoke of bondage."

These Judaizers did not die. The decision 
of the council gaye them a temporary check, 
but they rose again and gave Paul no end 
of trouble. They came into his churches in 
Asia Minor, casting slurs on his orthodoxy, 
and insisting on submission to Moses’ law of 
circumcision. You can’t be saved without 
It. This was abhorrent to Paul. It was an 
impeachment of the gospel. It dishonored 
Christ by teaching that he was unable to 
save a soul without rites and ceremonies. 
This was the bitterest battle be ever fought. 
But be won. It was a masterful struggle 
for spiritual freedom, for salvation by grace 
unmixed with works.
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Fkuwly'b Scripture Reading.—Source of 

rncleannesa. Mark 7: 1-8.
Friday's Verse.— “But tbeir heart is far 

from me.”
Pharisaism is a religion of rules and ex­

ternals. Keep tbe rules and you are good. 
They had drawn up six hundred and thirteen 
rules for the guidance of the religious life. 
It was a suffocation of tbe soul of a good 
man. Jesus swept them all away, and for 
that they hated hlin. Because he discarded 
their absurd system they denounced him as 
an enemy of religion, of God and man. They 
did not try to keep their own rules, twisting 
them to meet their own selfish wishes. This 
display of piety was a deep offense to Je­
sus. There was no real heart purity or piety. 
It was merely a whitewashed hypocrisy. 
Keep the heart pure.

Saturday's Scriptube Reading.—Gospel of 
Faith. Gal. 3: 1-9.

Saturday’s Verse.—"In thee shall all the 
nations be blessed.”

Paul makes the point that Abraham was 
saved by faith alone. It was over four hun­
dred years later when Moses’ laws were writ­
ten. So, then, his salvation could not l>e dv-

LESSON 10.

The Call

Motto Text.—"Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us." (Acts 16: 9.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 15: 36; 16: 15.
Memory Verses, 9, 10.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

6 Now when they had gone throughout 
Pbryg’I-a and tbe region of GA-hTtia, and 
were forbidden of the Ho ly Ghost to preach 
the word in A’sia,

7 After they were come to Mys'ia, they 
assayed to go into Bi-thyn’I a: but the Spirit 
suffered them not.

8 And they passing by Mys’ia came down 
to Tro’as.

9 And a vision ap|»eared to Paul in the 
night. There stood a man of MAc-e-dO’nl-n, 
and prayed him, saying, Come over Into MAc 
e-dd’nl-n, and help us. 

liendent on tbe keeping of those laws. What 
is salvation? It is the lifting up of tbe soul 
of man into moral likeneM to God. Jesus is 
God’s eternal model of a saved life. God in 
the mind and heart, inspiring and guiding the 
thoughts and deeds—that is salvation. How 
utterly shallow and ridiculous to fancy that 
this result is effected by circumcision, bap­
tism or any outward act. Faith in God is 
tbe ixjwer that saves.

+
Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Righteous­

ness by Faith. Rom. 3: 21-31.
Sunday’s Verse.—“For all have sinned."
Faith is the right attitude of a soul to God. 

It is the trust rejiosed by one jierson in an­
other. It Is the absolute persuasion of God's 
goodness, purity and love; God’s patience, 
pity and faithfulness. That God has the right 
to rule in and over men, and that all his com­
mands are wise and just, and in keeping them 
there Is great reward. Confidence In and suit- 
mission to a God like this must result in 
good living, in works of righteousness. Th* 
works do not produce tbe faith, but contrari­
wise, this faith produces the works. Jesus 
had this faith and bls wonderful life was 
the result. Paul bad it. John and Peter had 
It. You and I have It, I hope. Then we 
must live by it. and become Godlike.

JUNE 4, 1916.

the West.

1<> And after he hail seen the vision, im­
mediately we endeavoured to go into MAc-e- 
do'nl a, assuredly gathering that the I-ord 
bad called us for to preach tbe gospel unto 
i hem.

11 Therefore loosing from Tro'As, we came 
with a straight course to SAm-o-thra'cla, and 
the next day to NT-Ap'o-lis;

12 And from thence to Phl-llp’pl, which Is 
the chief city of that part of MAc-e-dA'nl-a. 
and a colony : and we were in that city abid­
ing certain days.

13 And on the sabbath we went out of the 
city by a river side, where prayer was wont 
to be made; and we sat down, and s|mke unto 
the women which resorted thitticr.

14 fl And a certain woman named Lyd i a, 
a seller of purple, of the city of Thy-a-tl ra. 
which worshlpptMl God, heard w*: whose 
heart the Ixtrd opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized, and her 
household, she besought ma, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to tbe Lord, come 
Into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us.

+ + +
The Parting.

The decision of the council gave immense 
satisfaction to the church in Antioch. There 
is a fresh Impetus of hope and courage in 
her work, and as a center of world evan­
gelization she will, from this time on, hold 
the preeminence over tbe mother church. 
Luke's narrative is no longer concerned witli 
Jerusalem and Peter and the other apostles. 
They fade away, and the light focalizes on 
Paul and Antioch. Paul and Barnabas busy 
themselves in teaching and preaching for a 
season. One day Paul proposes to his com- 
1 >anion to revisit their churches In the mis­
sion field. It Is agreed, and Barnabas says, 
"We will take Mark with us; he wants an­
other trial." "No," says Paul, "I will have 
none of him. He forsook us three years ago. 
I cannot consent." “But he must go," says 
the uncle. They have right sharp words, but 
the old friendship is not broken. Two mis­
sions result. The old friends imrted. Barna­
bas and Mark go one way ; Paul and Silas go 
another. Of Barnabas and Mark, Luke has 
nothing further to pay; but a great deal of 
Paul and Silas.

i + + +

Timothy.
Paul’s route lies straight through the moun­

tains, northwest, Inta the heart of Asia Minor. 
He visits churches and strengthens them in 
faith and work. At last lie comes to Derbe 
and Lystra. He remembers the experience at 
Lystra of three years ago: The lame man 
healed, tbe divine honors offered him, and the 
cruel stoning that followed. Let all that 
pass. He fears no rejietitiqn of danger now. 
His heart is warmed at sight of one of his 
young converts, and is delighted to see bow 
he has grown in grace. In Lystra and Iconi- 
um this youth has a good reputation among 
all the brethren. His mother is a Jewess 
and his father a Greek. Paul wants to take 
Timothy with him. He is willing, and the 
sweet mother gives up her boy to be a for­
eign missionary. Paul feels it bis duty to tell 
tbe churches altout the Jerusalem decrees, 
but evidently attaching little Importance to 
them. His gospel embodies all tliey need in 
morals and religion. He does one strange 
thing. He circumcises Timothy. Why? Not 
to help the hoy’s soul, but for expediency's 
sake. It may increase his usefulness among 
the Jews, making him <-eremonially accept­

able. It Is far from being a concession to 
the Judaizers. It is done, not for salva­
tion, but to remove prejudice.

+ + +
Call of the West.

From Lystra, Paul and his two young com­
panions, Silas and Timothy, continued tbeir 
progress, calling on other churches and con­
firming them in tbe faith. They had not 
dwindled, but were devotedly loyal, and in­
creasing In memliershlp. Paul’s visit re­
freshed and strengthened the work mightily. 
Next he proposed to venture into regions 
where the gospel had never been preached. 
He made two efforts to penetrate the outly­
ing provinces, but was hindered by the Holy 
Spirit. Whether tbe Spirit used internal 
doubts, or external hindrances, we are not 
informed. At any rate, Paul felt Impelled 
to go westerly towards the ^gcan sea. He 
came to Troas, a seaport town. There a 
vision came to Paul. He saw a man from 
Macedonia standing and appealing to him, 
with the words, “Come over into Macedonia 
and help us." Instantly he felt that the 
Spirit of God was guiding him into a new 
mission field. Jesus, through the Spirit, was 
going to invade Europe with his gospel. Tbe 
good news was to spread to another contin­
ent. "Go ye into all the world." It was not 
Paul, but the Holy Spirit that guided in 
spiritual conquest. He was glad the inde­
cision was ended, and made immediate prepa­
ration to go.

+ + +
Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Call of tbe 

West. Acts 15: 36—16: 5.
Monday's Verse.—"Ccme over and help 

us."
It is a striking fact that Luke became 

known to Paul for tbe first time in Troas. 
There Luke was joined to the apostle's com­
pany. From this point in tbe narrative Luke 
begins to use the pronouns "we" and "us." 
"When he saw the vision, straightway wc 
sought to go." The English scholar. Dr.
M. Ramsay, who has made a long study of 
Paul, ventures the theory that Luke was the 
real man from Macedonia. He finds evidences 
that Luke was a Macedonian. Paul was sub­
ject to infirmity, and Luke was a physician. 
Luke was won to Christ, and his gifts made 
him a desirable companion of the aixjstle. 
Luke became a great historian.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Obeying 
the Call. Acts 16: 6-15.
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LESSON II. JUNE II, 1916.

bl*

Motto Text.—"God is not mocked: for

Thursdays Verse. will gin! thee.
not at the

I

i

An honest longing 
living had entered 
the call of God.

is high and 
Christ lives.

Tuesday's Verse.—"Immediately we 
deavored to go."

That reminds us of Paul’s statement 
King Agrippa, when telling the story of

Friday’s Scripture Reading.—Call of 
Apostles. Matt. 10: 1-16.

Friday’s Verse. "These twelve Jesus sent 
forth."

to lift them up to boiler 
their hearts. That was

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap." (Gal. 6: 7,)

Iverson Passage, Galatians e.
Memory Verses, 1, 2.

Sunday's Scripture Reading. — “Seeing
Things Eternal. 2 Cor. 4 : 7-18.

Sunday’s Verse.—"We look 
things that are seen."

Paul’s idea of the Christian 
spiritual. He is one in whom

Thursday’s Scripture Reading.—Call of 
Cyrus. Isaiah 46: 1-7.

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Avoiding 
Contention. 2 Tim. 2: 20-20.

conversion. "I was obedient to tlie heavenly 
vision." Christ’s will from that moment was 
the law of Paul’s life. He trusted the Spirit 
of God to point out the path of duty, and 
seeing It, he was all alacrity in the perform­
ance. Duty points across an unknown sen, 
to an unknown land. There is no delay to 
study the geography of It, or the nature of 
Its Inhabitants and civilization. Away to 
Macedonia is the slogan and soon the prow 
of the vessel strikes on the shore of Europe. 
At once the gospel Is preached in Philippi 
and converts are won for Christ.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—Nehe 
miab’a Call. Neh. 2: 1-8.

Wednesday's Verse.—"Send me unto Ju 
<1h li.”

Nehemiah was a bright and noble Jew In 
captivity. He was in favor in the king's 
house. He had a delightfully easy and com­
fortable office. But he became unhappy when 
lie beard the bad rejiorts from Judah. The 
returned exiles were disheartened In their 
efforts at rebuilding Jerusalem. "What can 
I do for you?" asked the king. Nehemiah 
was glad, and praying to God for success, 
tie told the king the cause of hls sorrow, and 
asked permission to go to the help of hl* 
brethren. The king was kind and granted 
the request, giving him all needed aid ami 
encouragement. Now this impression of duty 
was of the Lord. That Is the way the Ix>rd 
calls you and me to good works.

though thou hast not known me."
This Is a remarkable passage of Scripture. 

He will turn the hearts of kings whitherso­
ever he will. God wants the prison doors of 
liondage broken down. lie will make King 
Cyrus the instrument of hls will. He shall re­
lease the Babylonian captives and set them on 
their homeward way. The political condi­
tions of Cyrus’ kingdom made the return of 
the Jews a wise expedient. It fell In ex 
actly with the needs of the times, and while 
Cyrus was pursuing hls own interests, he 
was unconsciously working out the plan of 
God. In furthering the humane plan of re­
storing the Jews to their native land, he was 
the servant of God

The call of God Is away from idleness to 
activity, from evil to good, from one class 
of work to another. From the work of fisher 
men and tax-gatherers ami other kinds of toll. 
Jesus called the twelve to t»e preachers of the 
gos|>el. It was a high honor to tie associated 
in work with God. We are all co-workers 
with God If we are willing to accept the dis 
Unction. But the Holy Spirit had prepared 
the minds and hearts of these men. Their 
sympathies with the people had been moved.

Saturday’s Verse.—‘‘Follow after right 
eousness, faith, love, iH’ace."

I suppose some of Paul's adversaries did 
not regard him as a mild, gentle, peaceable 
soul. Hls arguments were hard and unaa 
swerable. When convinced that hls enemies 
were obstinately Ignorant, malicious, and 
slanderous, he could hurl at them terrible 
epithets. But the contention was of their 
own making. Paul was not fighting for his 
own sake, but for the honor of Christ and 
the freedom and purity of hls gospel. He did 
not quarrel with Barnabas. He had his con 
vlctlons about Mark, and sternly refused him 
as a t'omrade in the second missionary cam 
jwilgn. He took Mark to bis bosom later.

Uis body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. So 
Identified is he with Jesus that the Master 
thinks with hls brain, feels with his heart­
strings, and resolves with bls will. It is no 
longer I that live, but Christ that Uvea within 
me. That is the supreme, glorious conception 
of the mystical union t>etween Christ and his 
servant. It was born In the brain of the im 
mortal Paul. Ue saw with the eyes of Jesus. 
He felt that he saw too dimly, but he had 
confidence that he should sep clearly, wnw1 
sweet day

Sowing and Reaping 
Temperance I^won.

Lesson Text.
•1 Brethren if a man be overtaken in a 

fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also tie tempted.

2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ.

3 For if a man think himself to be some­
thing, when he is nothing, he deceiveth blm-

4 But let every man prove his own work, 
and then shall he have rejoicing in himself 
alone, and not in another.

3 For every man shall bear his own bur­
den.

0 I^t him that is taught in the word com­
municate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things.

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever­
lasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap If we faint 
not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, esjieclally unto them 
who are of the household of faith.

Another’s Burden.
In times of great danger the cry has some 

times been. Every man for himself, and God 
tor us all. That cannot be, for if every man 
is for himself, God will not be for any one of 
us. He has made us to lean on each other. 
The weakest helps the strongest, and the 
strongest helps the weakest. We must not 
be too proud to be helped, nor too selfish to 
help. Here is the true word, every man for 
hls neighbor, and God for us all. Your neigh- 

hot has hurt his conscience and his standing 
by some kind of wrongdoing. He is in trouble 
and needs sympathy, and not reproach. Don’t 
tattle-it all over the community; don't de­
spise him. If you are a Christian, try to help 
him rise. Jesus did that for you. With that1 
man’s antecedents you would have done the 
same thing, probably. Don’t be too confident 
of yourself. You, too, have your moral dan­
gers. Then there are burdens of misfortune 
from loss of .property, sickness, death. Here, 
too, are chances to show that you have the 
Spirit of Christ. Did he go to the homes of 
sorrow and want? Did he say, "Follow me"? 
How often have you visited the sick? How 
many burdens of trouble have you lightened?

Responsibility.
A different thing is meant when the text 

says, each man must l>ear hls own burden. 
In this place "burden" means personal re- 
sponsiblllty to God. No man can bear that 
with us. We capnot shirk it. Men try to 
do so on the ground of fate or necessity. I 
was made that way. I couldn't help myself. 
This Is a He. He Is responsible to God. Men 
would shift their salvation to a church, and 
when a church assumes that task, it insults 
God and injures the soul. Citizens often 
want to put more res|»onsiblllty on the State, 
thus making the multitude res|>onslble for 
the individual. The State is our burden, and 
it is cowardly to try to load It with our re- 
sponslbillties. Here is where men He about 
taxes. A true Christian will bear his own 
re«i>onslbiHties to God.

Sowing and Reaping.
Here is the great law of human life. First, 

there is the faet, that underlies the law. This 
is it: Human life Is a sowing and reaping. 
It is not a succession of separate disconnected 
experiences. It is a closely knit compacted 
whole. In the natural harvests the sowing 
and the reaping are separated from each 
other in time, but not so in the life of the 
soul. Every day of our life we are sowing 
something for the future, and reaping some­
thing from the past. Thus our sowing and 
reaping are going on continuously and at the
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Mime time. This Is Uie solemn liieatnpdble 
fact.

Second, the law. Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap. It la grounded 
In the very nature of things, necessary and 
Inevitable. Yet men live on, sow on, hoping 
to find it otherwise in their ease. We reap 
what we sow, in kind; we reap In quantities 
largely increased. Sow one sin and we reap 
a horrible harvest of ten or more. Sow 
drunkenness and reap poverty and rags. Sow 
injustice and wrong and reap dishonor. Sow 
selfishness and reap a withered soul. Sow 
envy and reap a soured spirit. Sow pride 
and exclusiveness and reap the contempt of 
your nelghliors along with social loneliness. 
All this Is sowing to the flesh, and the har­
vest is destruction. On the other hand sow 
obedience to God, sow kindness, self denial, so­
briety, justice, humility and love to your 
neighbor, and reap the favor of God; with 
the hearty respect and admiration of men. 
This is sowing to the Spirit, and the blessed 
harvest is everlasting life. What we sow. 
that shall we also reap.

+ + +
Monday's Scripture Beading. Sowing and 

Reaping. Gal. 6: 1-18.
Monday's Verse.—"And so fulfil the law 

of Christ.”
Tlie art of living together in peace and con­

cord. in mutual forbearance and helpfulness, 
is the supreme and difficult art. We are all 
scholars in the school of Christ, and not one 
of us is apt nt learning tin* lessons of good­
ness and righteousness. Not one of us can 
afford to scoff at and scorn his brother. The 
more we have advanced in godliness, the more 
capable are we for bearing the bunlens of 
the erring, the sinning, and the broken 
hearted. Censure and rebuke have no power 
as a rule. The hopeful word of cheer, the 
brotherly hand grasp, mightily helps the 
fallen brother. That Is Christ's way.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading. Sowing 
Tares. Matt. 13: 24-30.

Tuesday's Verse.—"Wilt thou then that we 
go and gather them up?”

Here is a plain check on harsh and violent 
methods in dealing with men, o]s*nly and 
shamelessly wicked. John the Baptist 
thought the kingdom would be Inaugurated 
with axe and flre: that the wicked would be 
ruthlessly destroyed. Not so. That Is not 
the Master’s way. lie put emphasis on let­
ting your light shine on the world's evil­

doers. Show them the better life. Wave not 
axe nor torch of Judgment. The kingdom is 
peace and righteousness. At the last day 
will the sei a* rat Ion come. The bad will go to 
their own place, and the good will lie gathered 
home.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—Sowing 
on Waters. Eccl. 11: 1-8.

Wednesday's Vebse.—"Thou shalt find it 
after many days.”

Here is the lesson of pity and charity. It 
Is bas<»d on the old custom of sowing grain 
on the level lowlands, while covered with 
water from the swollen streams. It may have 
looked like wasting the grain, but not so. The 
waters subside, the grain sinks into the so.ft 
soli, and a little later an abundant harvest 
waves. So be a generous soul. 1M good and 
faint not. Scatter seeds of kindness on every 
hand. Go through the world with smiles and 
kind words. They will come i»ack to you 
Your labor will not la* In vain in the I»rd.

Thursday's Scripture Reading —Joy of 
Harvest. Psa. 12fl.

Thursday's Verse.—"He shall come again 
with Joy.”

The sowing time is indicated as one of dis­
comfort and pain. The farmer scatters his 
grain and ploughs It in when the frost is on 
the .ground, and the cold wind chills him to 
the Imhip. That is what Is meant by sowing 
In tears. It is needful, for only thus can the 
harvest come and his family be fed. Living a 
genuinely religious life is not easy. Jesus 
enfona's it because it Is right, and its reward 
Is sure. Many a time you have a terrible 
light with the flesh to lie amiable and brave 
In doing good. Eight the good tight. The Joy 
and the crown await. Be of good cheer and 
faint not.

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Sowing Good 
Seed. 1 Tim. 4: G 1<I.

Friday's Verse. "Thou shalt loth save 
thyself and them that hear thee.”

Paul sets much store by Timothy. Thp boy 
has grown into a lovable minister of the 
gospel under the training of tin* great apostle. 
Paul's work is about ended. How splendidly 
he has sowed, ami now he rejoices In the 
nearness of the crown and the glory. He 
thinks of the world's needs. He knows that 
they must in* met by men of like spirit with 
himself. His dying exhortations bear on

Timothy's increasing piety, wisdom, and de­
votion. Sow the good seed of noble example, 
and the pure Word of God. Take care of 
health, avoid vain babblings, be faithful unto 
death, and thou shalt both save thyself and 
them that hear thee.

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Social Re- 
s|M>nsibillty. Rom. 14: 13-23.

Saturday's A’erse.—“That no man put a 
stumblingblock in his brother’s way.”

We are set to help others onward in good 
living, not to hinder and discoprage. Blessed 
is the man in the church who has the confi­
dence and love of the members. He is do­
ing more good than he knows. We put a 
slumblingblock In a brother’s way by being 
stingy and refusing to bear our part of church 
expenses. We do It by being a grumbler and 
a faultfinder. We do it by neglecting the 
services of the church. It Is heartrending the 
number of church members who are simply 
dead to all good works. No aspiration, no

LESSON 12.

The Philippian Jailor.

Motto Text.—“Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.” 
(Acta 16: 31.)

Lesson Passage, Acts 1G: G-40.
Memory Verses, 33, 34.

Lesson Text.
19 fl And when her masters saw that the 

hope of their gains was gone, they caught 
Paul and SI'las, and drew them into the 
marketplace unto the rulers,

20 And brought them to Il»e magistrates, 
saying, These men, being Jews, do exceed­
ingly trouble our city,

21 And teach customs, which are not law­
ful for us to receive, neither to observe, being 
Ro'mans.

22 And the multitude rose up together 
against them: and the magistrates rent off 
their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

23 And when they had laid many stripes 
upon them, they cast them Into prison, charg­
ing the Jailor to keep them safely:

24 Who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, ami made 
their feet fast in the stocks. 

energy. What shall be done with them? Turn 
them out? What good will that do them? 
Let us patiently hope.

+
Sunday's Scripture Reading.—Life's Har­

vest. Rom. 2: 1-11.
Sunday's Verse.—"There is no respect of 

persons with God.”
The Jews thought themselves the favorites 

of heaven, and yet they crucified the Son of 
God. They asserted their superiority to the 
Gentiles. Jesus rebuked the ignorant folly. 
Paul established the equality of all men be­
fore God, showing how* Christ had leveled all 
dividing walls. God has no favorites, but 
every man who reverences him. and does good 
to men is acceptable to him. This great truth 
is one of the grand achievements of the 
gospel. All have sinned; all are under con­
demnation; all have the offer of salvation on 
the very same terms. All who serve him 
shall have everlasting life.

JUNE 18, 1916.

25 ? And at midnight Paul and SI'las 
prayed, and sang praises unto God and the 
prisoners heard them.

20 And suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every one’s bands were 
loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking 
out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors 
open, he drew out his sword, and would have 
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners 
had been fled. •

28 Rut Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang 
in, and came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and SI'las,

30 And brought them out. and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Je’sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house.

32 And they spake unto him the word of 
the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

33 And he took them the same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes; and was 
baptized, he ami all bls, straightway.
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34 And when he hud brought them Into his 

house, be set meat liefore them, and rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his bouse.

+ + +
Lydia.

She enjoys the distinction of being the 
first convert In Europe. She is a cajmble, en­
ergetic woman, who has brought her beauti­
fully dyed goods from Asia to the market Ih 
Philippi. Her life has l>een touched by the 
Jewish religion, and improved thereby. In 
the synagogue at her home In Thyatlra she 
had learned the truth of a holy God. Re­
member that Judaism was far and aWay the 
best religion on the earth when Jesus came. 
Paul met her at the prayer service by the 
river’s bank. There was no synagogue in 
Philippi, so his first services were held with 
a little group of devout people by the river. 
Lydia received the word, and was a great 
comfort to Paul and his three comimuions. 
Silas, Timothy, and Luke.

+ + +
The Soothsayer.

A comiwny of men in the city owned a 
young woman of peculiar gifts. She was a 
ventriloquist and a fortune teller, and brought 
much money to her owners. Evidently she 
had heard Paul preach, and to Paul’s great 
annoyance she went through the streets say­
ing, These men are servants of the Most High 
God. With this testimony she followed Paul 
several days. He refused testimony from 
such a source, and commanded the spirit to 
come out of her, in the name of Jesus. Then 
his trouble began. He bad Interfered with 
business. Seeing the hoi>e of profit gone, the 
owners arrested Paul and Silas. They 
trumiied all manner of false charges before 
the magistrates. They are agitators, disturb­
ing our city with customs which Romans may 
not accept. The rulers ordered them strlp|»ed 
and publicly whipped, and then sent them to 
prison. The jailor was strictly charged to 
keep them safe. Faithful to instructions, he 
put them in the Inner prison and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. Business was 
offended at the gospel. That is the way the 
infernal liquor traffic feels, and gladly would 
they now deal in the same way with the 
champions of temperance. So every degrad­
ing business of our day feels toward the 
patrons and friends of righteousness.

+ + +
The Jailor.

He was going to be the second distinguished 
convert In Philippi, but he had no dream of 

it. Midnight silence Is on the »till and dark 
ened city. Paul and Silas could not sleep 
They talked of the honor of suffering for Je 
sus. I^t us sing, and they broke into a hymn 
of praise. Other prisoners listened and won­
dered. Suddenly an earthquake shook the 
foundations of the prison, the doors flew open, 
and the fetters fell off the prisoners. The jailor, 
startled out of sleep, and seeing the situation, 
drew his sword and would have killed him 
self. He preferred that to being executed in 
the morning for letting the prisoners escap* 
Pau! saved him by telling him the facts. A 
great change-came on him In an Instant. Ills 
soul was disturbed. Securing the other prison 
era, he brought out Paul and Silas, and falling 
at their feet, exclaimed. “Sirs, what shall I do 
to be saved?" A good question that, and music 
to Paul’s ears. Paul i»reached Christ, the 
man believed with all his house, and was bap 
tlzed there and then. How lovingly he 
washed the wounds, and set food before the 
men whom be bad put into the inner prison. 
At daybreak the rulers sent word, "Release 
these men.’’ "No,” said Paul, "they have 
whipped us Roman citizens without trial, and 
now they will be rid of us secretly. No. let 
them come and take us out.” They did it 
They came and led them out, and begged 
them to leave town. They left, after a call 
at Lydia's home. /

Monday’s Scriptui^ Beading.— The Philip 
plan Jailor. Acts 16;

Monday’s Verse.—“Believp on the I.ord 
Jesus Christ."

Some have suggested that the jailor meant 
salvation of life from the trembling, tatter 
Ing walls of the prison. That is a poor com 
pllment io the intelligence of Paul. . The 
apistle understood It to be the cry of a con 
victed soul, and so pointed the way to 
spiritual salvation. All the after-story shows 
the absurdity of the suggestion. See how in­
stantaneously conversion came. The man 
heard the truth and believed it on the sp>t 
Now Is the day, the hour, the moment to de 
cide for Christ. Decision Is what people need. 
They know enough to t>e saved. Act, decide 
settle the matter. Stand up for Jesus. That 
Is <x>nversion.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading.—The Jailor 
Converted. Acts 16: 25-40.

Tuesday's Verse.- "And was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway.”

Of all the unlikely trophies of Paul s min­
istry in Philippi, this man was easily among 
the most Improbable. He was rude and crude, 

but there was in him a germ of kindness and 
a susceptibility to things noble. The excep­
tional calm and courageous cheerfulness of 
Paul and Silas impressed him. Their heroic 
Christian bearing was the first sermon to 
reach him. That led to the homage and the 
earnest question. The way we behave greatly 
affects the weight of our words. It was the 
conduct of the ^prisoners that worked con­
viction of sin In the jailor’s mind. Are you 
calm, humble, and brave?

+
Wednesday’s Scriptube Reading.—Suffer­

ing Ambassador. 2 Cor. 5: 20—6: 10.
Wednesday’s Verse.—“In everything com­

mending ourselves as ministers of God.”
Preaching was Paul’s easiest way of show­

ing his devotion to Christ. His greatest ser­
mons, that touch the heart of the world today, 
were expressed In much |>atience, in afflic­
tions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, 
In Imprisonments. In tumults, in labors. In 
watchings, In fastings. Note his pathetic 
characterization of hls labors. As dying, and 
behold we live; as chastened, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, yet possessing all things. The grand 
soul Is not making appeal for pity. He wishes 
to bear witness to the sustaining power of 
Christ

Thursday’s Scripture Reading.—A Pris­
oner Remembered. Gen. 41: 1-13.

Thursday’s Verse.—"There was with us 
a young man, a Hebrew.”

Pharaoh dreamed a strange dream about 
seven fat kine coming up out of the Nile. 
Then seven lean kine came up and devoured 
the fat ones. Not one of his wise men could 
Interpret the dream. Pharaoh's butler re­
membered bis own dream In prison, and the 
Hebrew’ prisoner who told its meaning. He 
told the king, and instantly Joseph was sent 
for. They brought him out, and he shaved 
and put on new’ raiment before presenting 
himself. Joseph was modest and bumble, say­
ing, It is not in me. God shall give Pharaoh 
an answer in peace.

+
Friday’s Scripture Reading.—Joseph and 

Pharaoh. Gen. 41: 25-40.
Friday’s Verse.—"Thou shalt be over my 

house."

Pharaoh told his dream to Joseph, the fat 
and lean kine, the good and withered ears of 
corn. Joseph said, The dream is one. God 
Is telling you what he Is about to do. Seven 
good years of abundant crops are coming; 
after them will be seven years of drouth. 
Famine will consume the land. He then told 
Pharaoh to store up corn during the years of 
plenty, making ready against the years of 
famine. Pharaoh was delighted with the 
modesty and practical wisdom of the young 
man, so he said, You are the man to have 
charge df this business, and according to tby 
word shall all my people be ruled.

+
Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Humility 

and Exbaltation. Phil. 2: 1-11. v
Saturday’s Verse.—“And gave him a name 

which is above every name.”
Paul glories in the condescension of Jesus, 

who being In the form of God, counted it not 
a prize to be on an equality with God. He 
emptied himself, taking the form of a serv­
ant ; he humbled himself, becoming obedient 
even unto death, yea, the death of the cross. 
Paul glories in the eternal honors that fol­
lowed. Wherefore God highly exalted him, 
and gave unto him the name which is above 
every name; that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bowr, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of the Father. It is yours and 
mine to follow’ In bis steps.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading. — Working 
Out Salvation. Phil. 2: 12-18.

Sunday's Verse.—“For It is God which 
worketh lu you.”-

Salvation is the joint work of God and 
man. Some people want to put the whole on 
God, and escape all effort themselves. That 
Is a comfortable view’, but very ignorant. God 
offers all the facilities and opportunities. His 
presence and grace are given freely, but he 
cannot make us good if wre don’t want to be 
good. You can’t make a boy take an education. 
You can't add it to him like a bank account. 
We have to work out the salvation that God 
has begun. We have to be co-workers with 
him. Salvation is Chrlst-likeness, and that is 
won by growth in grace and knowledge. We 
are saved in the degree that we are like him.
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LESSON 13.

Review—The Philippian Christians.

Motto Text.—“Finally, brethren, whatso­
ever things are honorable, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what 
soever things are of good report; If there be 
any virtue, and If there be any praise, think 
on these things." (Phil. 4:8.)

Reading Lesson. Phil. 1: 1-11; 4: 1-9.

+ + +
Progress.

The twelve lessons. Just studied, cover the 
space of seventeen years. The period begins 
with the conversion of Paul in 34 A.D. and 
closes with his work in Philippi In 51 A.D. 
We must not forget Luke’s theory of this 
story. In his view, he is giving account of 
what Jesus, through the Spirit, is continu­
ing to do in the world. We ought to thank 
God for Luke and his painstaking history. 
Dr. W. M. Ramsay, the distinguished Eng­
lish scholar and historian, frankly puts Luke 
in the front rank of historical writers. No 
doubt it Is a deserved compliment, and It is 
likely to strike us with a gratified surprise. 
Luke Is engaged in telling of the expansion 
of the gos]»el. and the successful lalors of 
Peter and Paul. He puts great honor on Pe­
ter, but Paul is his hero. For Paul, he feels 
intense admiration and a fervent f>ersonal 
affection. Yet lie refrains from eulogism. 
contenting himself with the simple story of 
his hero's mighty deeds, aggressive ministry 
and terrible sufferings. Peter occupies the 
center of the stage through the first twelve 
chapters of Acts, then, for the rest of the 
book, gives way to the supreme champion of 
early Christianity.

+ + +
The Open Door.

Luke’s first work Is to tell of the growth 
of the church in Jerusalem, the persecutions 
and the scattering of the saints that followed. 
Then comes the story of Cornelius. With 
that experience, Peter discovers that God has 
no favorites and that Jews and Gentiles have 
the same access to the privileges of the gos­
pel. There Is no difference. The Gentiles 
may come into the church, without submis­
sion to the ritual law of Moses. The new 
dispensation of Christ’s religion is free to all 
men. .without distinction of race*. That marks 
a vast enlargement of theological thought

JUNE 25, 1916.

Rut many of the Jerusalem Christians were 
slow to move into the large and generous 
conception. Moses’ law was a divine gift, 
and they could not see how any part of It 
had been abrogated by the gospel of Christ.

The Gospel Freed.
Peter welcomed tlie Gentiles, but It was 

Paul who vindicated their absolute freedom 
from Jewish legalism. This was the great bat- 
tle of his life. It cost him pangs of slanderous 
misrepresentation at the hands of his nar­
row Judaizlng brethren. He got the Anti 
och church to appeal to the decision of the 
Jerusalem council and came out victorious. 
The gospel is free and wide as the benevo 
lence of God. It Is the gift of God to nil men. 
and Its one and sole condition is faith in 
Christ and unconditional submission to his 
will. Paul carried the good news to Paphos 
In Cyprus; to Perga. Antioch. Iconium. Lys- 
tra and Derbe, in Asia Minor. This was done 
In his first missionary Journey. 47-49 A.D. In 
the fall of 49 A.D. the great council was held 
in Jerusalem. Ills second missionary journey 
l>egan in 50 A.D.. and now in 51 A.D. we 
find him preaching In Philippi, in Europe, ami 
winning converts to Jesus. Seventeen years 
ago he was converted at the gate of Da 
mascus. What wonders he has wrought : how 
brave the battles he has fought. Under guld 
ance of the Spirit his imperial intellect ha* 
made the final interpretation of Christ, ami 
has made him known among the far Gentile 
(KHtples, sitting in the regions of heathen 
darkness. That great brain and heart make 
an engine of tremendous jxiwer. He is Just 
in mid (career. New’ conquests await him. ami 
we shall see Ids heavenly light streaming on 
the high ]»oints of |>agan civilization.

+ + +
Monday's Scripture Reading. -The Philip 

plan Christians. Phil. 1: 1 11; 4: 1-9.
Monday’s Verse.—"I have you in my 

heart."
Eleven years have passed since he first 

preached ami suffered In Philippi. He Is now 
a prisoner in Rome. It is the year (12 A l’ 
The great man’s work is nearly over. Tin 
Philippian brethren send a messenger with 

gifts to visit him. It moves his heart. This 
letter is without correction or rebuke. Its 
whole tone is gladness and joy. "My brethren, 
rejoice in the Lord,” is a phrase that con­
stantly recurs. How affectionate is the pre­
cious old hero. Hear him say, "My brethren 
beloved and longed for. my joy and crown.” 
His human affection, his invincible courage, 
his triumphant, faith are morally sublime. 
Thank God for Paul.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Conversion 
of Saul. Acts 9: 1-11, 17-19.

Tuesday’s Verse.—“And be arose and was 
baptized."

The most intense Pharisee of ids day, and 
the most relentless persecutor of Jesus, neared 
the city of Damascus. The disciples trembled 
at his approach, but the invisible Christ would 
protect. He met the enemy, spoke to him, and 
Saul fell at his feet. The truth of God 
burst on his soul, and instantly he became a 
slave of the Nazarene. He saw Christ, and 
all his Pharisaic righteousness fell from him 
like an out-worn garment. He is a new crea­
tion. All that tremendous fiery zeal conse- 
crated itself to a new life mission. The finest 
intellect in Palestine was subdued to the 
cross.

Wednesday’s Scripture Reading.—Peter 
and Cornelius. Acts 10: 1-16.

Wednesday’s Verse.—"What God hath 
cleansed, make not thou common.’’

Note tlie easy gradation by which Gud 
brings the Jewish Christians to the task of 
foreign missions. Years have past since Pen­
tecost. Persecution has done more to spread 
the gos[»el than the Initiative of the Jerusa­
lem church. Yet that church knew the Great 
Commission, but. it seems to be ham|*ered by 
legalism and race prejudice. God makes ad­
vance easy by introducing Peter to a very 
noble s|>e<-lmen of Gentile piety. Cornelius is 
a good man, needing, and hungry for, the light 
of the gos]»el. Peter oi>ens the door to the 
Gentiles, and legalism and prejudice* can 
never close It again.

Thursday's Scripture Reading.—Peter De­
livered from Prison. Acts 12: 1-11.

Thursday’s Verse.—"Prayer was made 
earnestly of the church unto God for him.’’

This was in the year 44 A.D., some fourteen 
or fifteen years after Pentecost The state, 
represented by King Herod, had killed the 

Apostle James. Seeing it pleased the Jews, 
he decided to kill Peter. That would have 
been disaster to the cause in Jerusalem, but 
it could not have thwarted Christianity. The 
mighty Paul had been in the work for ten 
years, and the cause was safe in his hands. It 
was the night before Peter’s execution, and he 
was sleeping between his guards in prison. 
The prayer-meeting was awake and pleading 
with God. God’s angel smote the fetters off, 
and Peter was free.

Friday’s Scripture Reading.—The Cripple 
at Lystra. Acts 14: 8-20.

Friday’s Verse.—"The gods are come down 
to us in the likeness of men."

The healing Christ was with Paul in the 
beathen city. This |>oor wretch was as wel­
come to his curative touch as was any un­
fortunate in Palestine. The saving might of 
Jesus is for all. Paul, seeing the man’s faith, 
commanded him to stand. The pagan multi­
tude fell into a frenzy of excitement, and the 
priests would have made sacrifices to Paul 
and Barnabas. The misconception was per­
fectly natural, and occasion was furnished 
Paul to make explanation of the nature of 
God, and to commend anew the gospel of 
Christ

+
Saturday’s Scripture Reading.—The Coun­

cil at Jerusalem. Acts 15 : 22-33.
Saturday’s Verse.—"They rejoiced for the 

consolation.”
The Antioch brethren had won, and for a 

season, at least, the freedom of the gospel to 
the Gentiles was admitted and accepted. 
They were happy at the close of the irritating 
discussion. That was the most important 
council in the history of Christianity. Its de­
cision settled the question of an unshackled 
gosfiel. It set Christ’s religion free from the 
sheath of Judaism. It affirmed once for all 
that the gosjM?! of grace is sufficient unto sal­
vation of men, without the laws of Moses. 
Reaction was attempted later, but Paul van­
quished the movement. Thank God for Paul.

+
Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—The Philip­

pian Jailor. Acts 16: 19-34.
Sunday’s Verse.—"He rejoiced greatly with 

all bis bouse."
.Simeon said of the holy babe: “This child 

Is set for the falling and rising up of many in 
Israel; and for a sign which is spoken 
against.” He also said: “This is a light for
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revelation to tbe Gentiles.” Tbe words came 
true. That light shine* in an old Jail In the 
far-off heathen city. It melts the heart of 
the Jailor. It wins his whole family. After 
midnight they are all baptised Into the name

of Jesus. A heavenly joy reigns in tbe house 
hold. Wouldn’t you have liked to see Lydia 
and the rest giving the hand of fellowship to 
these new converts? Again let us thank God 
for Paul.

T
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The House I Live In
The house I live in has grown old;

Some parts of it are in decay;
The thatch upon the roof, once brown, 

la all turned to 
the

The ।

Some other* that I 
Are of no service

it in

That ha* not ceased for eighty year*, 
fa still at work, but slower now 

Ite action to my sense appears; 
id thnt it send* 

_ house to beat it* wall 
about the place 

withering snowflake* fail 
Though I have had the house

leave the place, 
revere;

Sweet, joyous days I’ve epent therein. 
Through many a bright, glad, golden year. 

To me its walls are sacred, too;
Within them 1 have suffered long; 
But (Sod has been "my strength and song.’ 
In weakness He has made me strong.

"supped with me 
eased my

s frail bouse be built anew 
e once more to occupy; 
t in a changeless home,

"For former
th

passed away


