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Motto Text—

“The Lord Is my helper; I will not fear:
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KWKnXD.

Lctaniv Pau a on, Nehemiah 3: 1-11.
Motto Tskt—“Aik and It shall be given 

you.” J Matt t: 7.)

LIST OF LESSONS

Fourth Quarter, 1917

Home Department Magazine
VOLUME VIII FOURTH QUARTER, 191;, NUMBER 3.

Clouds
PHILIP B STRONG.

October 7—Pa alm a or Dduvotaroe.
Lnaow Pamabe, E^tima 88 and 126.

October 21—Tn Temple Rxhuilt a*d Dm-

October 38—Bota’s Rstubr fbok Baktlqr.
Lassan Raisaae. Em 8: 10-30.
Motto Text—“The hand of our God Is 

upon all thorn that seek him, for good.”

4—Ditxat Th acron Dburkek- 
wxm (Temperance Lmmd).

Lessor Pamass, 1 Kings 20: 1-2L
Motto Text- “Let not him that girdeth on 

his armor beast himself at be that put* 
teth It ott.” (1 Kings 20: 11.)

November 31—Nwiioah's Bearn.
Emm Passage Nehemiah 1: 1-11, 
dorro Text—“Whatsoever we ask as 

receive of him, beanaa we keep bls 
commandments and do tbe th Inga that 
•n plains In bls sight" (1 John 3: 
31)

November 26—A haul ar ^AiYuimeiD.

Lamow Pasiahe. Fsaln 101
Motto Text— “Bleat JehnsB. o Hy Ma|, 

and forget not all bl> benefits." (PtaJm 
103: A)

L*awx Pabiase, Nehemiah 1
Motto Text—
"Thy word Is a tamp unto my feet. 
And a light unto my path.’ (Psalm

119: 105.)

Riad, Ptalma 123 sad 12t
Motto Text—
"With Jehovah then Is loYln^iadnMa, 
And with him la plenteous redemption.'

(Pealm 180: 7.)

Who guides those graceful cloud-ships of the 
sky

Across tbe azure seas,
As swift and sure upon their course they fly 

Before the freshening breeze?

Who tells them where to leave Iheir liquid 
freight,

The warm and welcome rain;
There on the lordly mountain raised in state.

Hore on the lowly plain?

Bible Study in the Home.
REV. W. JAMES ROBINSON.

A revival of sincere, earnest, reverent 
Bible study in the home will quicken every 
noble impulse In the hearts of the family 
circle. If we keep in mind tbe true aim of 
religious education as that of winning re- 
cruita to the kingdom of God and develop­
ing them for efficient service, the place of 
the Bible and its value will be manifest. No 
other book, or any number of books, Is com­
parable in value to the Bible as a means of 
developing and directing lives for useful­
ness. Let us quickly ilse above having Bi­
bles in our homes and perfunctorily reading 
them because our fathers did; or using them 
as a kind of fetich, lest some evil befall us. 
Head It, study it, meditate on It, because 
it is God's revelation to us.

The Child and the Bible.
Children come into the world the very em­

bodiment of helplessness. They have great 
capacity to receive, but none to discriminate, 
and tboir parents, or others having charge 
of them, must supply their necessities. Their 
Hants are aa truly spiritual ns they are phy­
sical after they reach the period of mental 
development. They need tbe Bible to give 
them correct Ideas of their social inherit­
ance. No Intelligent parent thinks of rear­
ing a child Jn Ignorance of his great conn 
try and her patriots and other great citizens. 
The study of history brings heroes into our 
consciousness so that we feel stimulated by

Who but that One who also orders all, 
And shapes thy life and mine?

Who though a thousand changes may befall 
Doth rule with hand divine.

And He who guides yon keelless craft along 
With such unerring skill,

Will He direct thy soul-ship's voyage wrong?
Canst thou not trust Him still?

Iheir deeds. Tbe Bible makes us feel the 
pressure from the remotest periods and that 
we are partakers of the world's greatest 
movements in harmony with the noblest 
characters of the ages.

Since the King James Version was given 
to the people, no other book has so largely 
Influenced our literature. It is Impossible 
to read understandlngly our great English 
and American classics without a practical 
knowledge of the Bible. Since our schools 
do not teach the Bible and the Sunday school 
has so little time for doing so, it is obliga­
tory upon the home to do it. It has unsur-J 
passed literary values all its own. It glvesl 
us an Insight Into tbe life of the most won­
derful people in all history; and the unique 
place religion held in their lives. Consid-
ered only as literature, the Bible abounds 
In readings that will hold children as by a 
spell, and Is the source of much of the best 
of our secular literature that we should read. 
Its phrases have an impressiveness that 
charms and embody the noblest ideals. Aa
the child grows older, their meaning and 
richness will dawn upon him.

The Bible should be used specifically as a 
book of religion. Ijnpress upon the children 
that God moved upon holy men to write It 
for us, and that it “is a perfect treasure of 
heavenly Instruction: that it has God for 
its author, salvation for its end, and truth 
without any mixtyre of error for Its matter; 
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and that It reveals the principles by which 
God will Judge ub." Neglect on the part of 
parentfl at this point accounts for multi­
tudes of human derelicts today.

Hindrances to be Overcome.
The secular, even the worthful and nec­

essary, so grips our Uvea that we feel that 
we have very little time for the sacred. To 
be a Christian of the highest order requires 
corresponding will power. Family life 
should be conducted by programs Just as 
rigidly as any business enterprise. In fact, 
there Is no greater business than Wisely di­
recting the interests of a family. Many par­
ents feel a strangeness, a source of unfitness, 
a chilling unnaturalness when they propose 
to the family that they read the Bible. This 
should be utterly destroyed. Remember that 
it la your heavenly Father's Book, given to 
you to be read, believed, loved and obeyed. 
You dishonor him in this sttange feeling. 
The excessive tasks assigned by the schools 
binder, but they should not be allowed to do 
so. No Intellectual culture is at its best if 
the spiritual Is neglected. At this point, be 
sure to give the Bible first place. But the 
greatest obstacle Is parental ignorance of the 
Bible as a book. Its doctrines and value In 
child training. This is hereditary. So Is 
Ignorance of many other things we have 
overcome: and If the parents of this gen­
eration will overcome this one obstacle we 
will build a new and very superior people, 

j^lsely select appropriate passage^ and have 
different members of the family read them 
%loud. This will appeal to the children and 

solve the problem.

How Shall We Do It?
Pa rental example. In this, as In every­

thing else, the parents are under the most 
serious obligation to be worthy examples to 
their children. Give the Bible the same 
place in your life that you desire it to have 
in the lives of your children. Read it, study 
it, discuss It, obey It and love It because it 
is God's Book; and In no sense as a matter 
of compulsion. You cannot drive hearts to 
love by brute force. Children that are 
reared by this method will have received the 
beat the home can give In this particular.

Use it wisely. Many children grow up 
with an aversion to the Bible because par­
ents fall at this point. Some handle It in 
such a manner as to make children feel It 
Ie something entirely separate from our ordi­
nary life, and consequently they come to 
have an antipathy for it. As far as possible 
avoid using It so as to make it a source to 
which children munt go to discharge tasks 

as they do to encyclopedias In school. The 
exercise of poor Judgment in using the Bible 
is responsible for many children avoiding It. 
When reading aloud, do it in the same man­
ner and tone you would read anything else. 
It is unwise to require children to be as still 
as death and listen to a peculiar tone, with 
a funeral dirge echo, while the Bible la being 
read. Display real pleasure In pondering its 
pages. You can pay the Bible no greater 
compliment than to read it naturally. You 
cannot put your stamp on It, but If you come 
to it unbiased it certainly will put its siamp 
on you.

Find joy in its use. Every normal child 
delights In hearing good stories and listen­
ing to appropriate readings. Where there 
are children, or even one child, there should 
be an hour for them when their culture has 
the right of way. Good stories have an In­
exhaustible value for educational purposes. 
No book surpasses the Bible as a story book 
for the children's hour. They will find real 
pleasure in its rythmic passages, in the won­
derful poetic flights of the great prophets 
and the Imagery of the Psalms will hold 
them. They are very Imaginative and will 
think It natural for the hills to skip and the 
big trees to praise God.

Use it as a buck of counsel. Children 
learn very early to raise questions of rights. 
They soon develop standards of conduct and 
keen sense of Justice. Teach them to go to 
the Bible for their answers and direct them 
in finding the right passages. The Bible Is 
so manifestly Just that it will appeal to 
them. Guide them in the study of the Prov­
erbs, and tactfully have them read the great 
biographical sketches.' There they will see 
men falling before, and others resisting, the 
greatest temptations, but be sure they un­
derstand why this la so.

Use it in teorship. Worship should be as 
truly a part of the family life, and Just as 
natural as its social diversions. Here the 
children meet their dearest loved ones, and 
there, too, is their dear friend, the Bible, 
holding the place of honor. Have the chil­
dren take part In the reading. Be sure to 
select the passages wisely. The great heart­
gripping ones should be used frequently so 
as to Impress them indelibly upon the minds 
of the children.

Helps. In many homes there is a great 
gulf fixed between the Bible and all the rest 
of the literature in the home. This Is de­
plorably outrageous. Surely each home can 
afford some of the many good books, papers, 
picture scrolls and magazines that aid in 
unfolding and Impressing Bible truths on 
children’s minds.

Make the Bible accessible. Just as soon 
as a child can read, furnish it with Bible 
stories; when it is able to read the Bible, 
give It one with good type and as much like 
other books aa possible. Various versions 
will add to the interest one feels In the Bi­
ble. Get single parts bound alone. They 
are convenient and attractive.

Some Questionable Plans.
Learning the number of letters In the Bi­

ble, the longest and shortest verses, the mid­
dle verse, and all such facta are of very 
doubtful value. Such things will likely 
make children think of the Bible as a pecu­
liar museum of literary oddities. Catch 
questions, or such as are thoroughly mooted, 
raise doubts and In no way do any real good. 
Never think of the Bible as you do books, 
for purely social entertainment or the basis 
of games. It was not Intended for any of 
these uses.

If Mary Had Known.
If Mary had known
When she held her Babe's hands In h^r 

own—
Little hands that were tender and white as 

a rose,
All dented with dimples from finger to 

wrist,
Such as mothers have kissed —
That one day they must feel the fierce blows
Of a hatred insane,
Must redden with holiest stain.
And grasp as their guerdan the boon of the 

bitterest pain.
Oh, I think that her sweet, brooding face 
Must have blanched with Its anguish of 

knowledge above her embrace.

But—if Mary had known.
As she held her Babe's hands In her 
What a treasure of gifts to the world 

would bring;
What healing and hope to the hearts

own. 
they

that

And
Had

And

must ache, 
without Him must break; 
she known they w’ould pluck forth 
death’s sting

set open the door
Of the close, Jealous grave evermore, 
Making free who were captives in sorrow 

and darkness before,
Oh, I think that a gracious sunrise
Of rapture had broken across the despair of 

her eyes!

There is much detailed knowledge that has 
great value If not used as an end, hut the 
basis for further study. Dates of great 
events, ages of the conspicuous characters, 
the names of the books in each Testament, 
and such other things. But the mere knowl­
edge of these things is of little cultural value 
and have no ethical value whatever. What 
Is desired is that the Bible may grip the 
heart so as to shape the life and determine 
the destiny. The Bible makes men as broad 
as all truth, as tender-hearted as human 
needs, as pure as mortal can be, as just as 
finite intellects can conceive, as honest as 
property rights can he determined, as help­
ful as their resources ahd as noble as sons 
of God. There is nothing beyond what it 
can do and nothing needful Is left undone. 
It is the most worth-while book ever pro­
duced. The mastery of it is the mastery of 
self, time and eternity.

If Mary had known,
As she held him so closely, her own, 
Cradling his shining, fair head on her breast, 
Sunned over with ringlets as bright as the 

morn,
That a garland of thorn
On that tender brow would be pressed
Till the red drops would fall
Into eyes that looked out upon all,
Abrlm with a pity divine over clamor and 

brawl,
Oh, 1 think that her lullaby song
Would have died on her Ups into wailing 

impassioned and long!

But—if Mary had known.
As she held him so closely, her own. 
That over the darkness and pain He would

The 
The 
And 
The

be
Conqueror hailed in all oncoming days, 
world's hope and praise, 
the garland of thorn, 

symbol of mockjng and scorn
Would be a victorious diadem royally worn, 
Oh, I think that ineffable Joy
Must have flooded her soul as she bent o’er 

her wonderful Boy!
—L. M. Montgomery, in The Watchman and 

Other Poems.
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Praying Mothers.
MRS NATHAN MAYNARD.

Ah I write these words a picture comes 
before me of a frail woman with earnest 
face, climbing tie stairs to an upper room. 
Often holding to the banisters for support 
and trembling ns she walked, causing her 
children to wonder why mother should go 
upstairs when she felt so badly. Sometimes 
it would happen that she was needed, and, 
going up to call her, the door would be found 
locked. It was hot understood then why 
mother locked the door, hut in later years, 
when she had climbed still higher, to the 
room prepared for her above, there came into 
the hands of one of her daughters a little 
book. On one page was written "the things 
I am praying for this year," and how many 
years there were, and how many prayers! 
On the opposite page would he the words, 
"Thank God, answered!” Or else, "God, in 
his wisdom, sees best to defer this answer,” 
or, perhaps, the simple word, "continued.” 
And the inmates of that home understood 
for the first time the secret of many bless­
ings that had come to them—the answ'ers 
(o the prayers of this faithful, praying 
mother. Oh, not until the seals are removed 
from the book of life, will the world really 
know what the prayers of mothers have done 
for its salvation! Mothers, do |you some­
times grow weary as you “wait on the Ixird,” 
and yet do not see the answers to your 
prayers’ Do not despair. De strong and 
of good courage. "Sometime, somewhere,” 
you shall have your answer. Though the 
flesh wearies and the heart grows faint, con­
tinue to climb the stairs to that upper room. 
Do not let the key gtay on the outgide. "And 
In due time ye shall reap—if ye faint not. 
Some writer has given us a new meaning to 
the words, "pray without ceasing.”

Rother without “ceagingg", that is, with­
out great gapg in our prayer-life. We begin 
very earnestly to pray for a thing, but, re­
ceiving no deflnite answer, grow weary, and, 
finally, cease altogether. Oh, how we need 
the faith of George Muller, who. early in his 
Christian life, began to pray for five friends. 
Five years later, one of them gave himself 
to Christ Ten yeara of prayer brought two 
more to the Saviour. He prayed on for 
twenty five years and the fourth was saved. 
For the fifth man he was still praying, after 
fifty-two years, when he w^s called to lay 
down his work of intercession. He died be­
lieving that his prayer was heard. A few 
months later this friend also became a Chris­

tian. Fifty two years of prayer without 
ceagingg, for one soul! What sublime faith 
and perseverance! Should we not be 
ashamed of our faint-hearted appeals!

Oh, mother-heart! do not give up that wan 
dering boy, the child of your many prayers. 
Not yours to know why God delays, only 
yours to cling to him like Jacob of old, un­
til he bless you. . . . Among the many 
wonderful answers to a devoted mother’s 
prayers we have read of none more touching 
than that of Simon Trenworth, who. after 
his conversion, became such a valuable soul­
saver in the famous Bowery mission of New 
York. His home life in Ireland was of the 
most helpful kind; father, mother, brother 
and sister al! being devoted Christians. But 
led off . by wild companions, Simon became 
the victim of drink, and for several years 
he wandered from city to city, his footsteps 
dogged by the devils of drink, debauchery 
and debt. His father went in sorrow to his 
grave, but his mother and sister continued 
their earnest prayers, while the devoted 
brother, out of bls hard-earned funds, paid 
all of his debts, and secured his passage to 
America, hoping that new scenes might lead 
to a new life. But the night after landing 
In New York he was beguiled into a saloon, 
drugged and robbed of every penny he had. 
Pitiful Indeed was his condition. A 
stranger without a friend, no bed, no food. 
His experiences for the next six weeks were 
heart-rending. Half clad and almost starved, 
he frequently planned to take his life when 
the thought of his mother would come to 
him, and ns he thought of her prayers, hope 
would revive, but bo quenched by another 
day of fruitless search for employment. At 
last one night, which he thought and hoped 
would be his last on earth, he wandered aim­
lessly down the Bowery. His attention was 
arrested by the bright light streaming 
through the open door of the mission. While, 
the music of the singing warmed into life 
his feebly boating heart. On the window he 
read, In white letters, ‘Welcome; Come In.” 
And he went in. Ah! the unspeakable won­
der of a mother’s prayers! Doubtless, at 
that moment, bathed in an Incense of tears, 
they were ascending to the Father. And at 
last the answer was about to come. As he 
listened to the testimony of others saved 
from the very ruin which had overtaken him, 
hope sprang up. From his poor broken heart 
came the cry, "Lord, save me!" and with 

the cry—the answer. From that night the 
new life began; first, steady employment, 
then self-respect, confidence, hope. He rare­
ly ever missed a night at the mission, leading 
many poor, lost men to the 
earnest love and sympathy, 
life had wrecked his health, 
came apparent that his life

Saviour by his 
But his early 

and soon it be- 
must soon pay

the forfeit to sin. "Back home to mother!” 
he pleaded, and ere long a p6or, shattered 
wreck was lovingly borne In his brother's 
arms from the boat to his home In Dublin. 
He was laid in his mother's bed; It was his 
mother who watched over him with loving 
touch the few days he lingered. Almost his 
last conscious words were, "There's no one 
like mother.” Ah, mother, what if you had 
fainted! What If your prayers had ceased!

And mothers, do you know that as you 
pray thus earnestly for one, your prayer 
horizon becomes greatly widened. Other
mothers' sons and daughters are added to 
yours. This Is one of the blessed results of 
earneat prayer. We may begin at home, but

“The Strength of the Home and the Nation.
REV. W. THORBURN CLARK.

It Is indeed an old saying that needs no 
repetition, that a stream can rise no higher 
than its source. The home Is the source of 
the nation; and the nation can be no better 
than the homes of Its people; for from them 
come the men and women who carry on its 
business, ttie voters who elect Its lawmakers, 
and those very lawmakers who write the 
laws upon the statute books.

If the nation is to have high ideals, the 
home must have high Ideals; If the nation 
is Io be kept pure and strong, the home 
must be kept pure and strong. The strength 
of a country Ilea not in its wealth, not in 
its army and navy, hut In Its homes. Its 
very wealth may weight It down to extrava­
gance, profligacy and destruction; Its army 
and navy may be defeated, and prove no 
greater detense than a spider’s web; but the 
homes, linked to God by prayer and praise 
and dally service, become the bulwark of a 
nation, which Satan, himself, cannot destroy. 
S. Trevena Jackson, in his interesting remin­
iscences of Fanny Crosby, in his “Story of 
Ninety-Four Years”, quotes her as saying: 

pains 
other 
be in

"My mother and grandmother took 
that 1 knew the Bible better than any 
book. All that I am or ever expect to 
literature or life la due to the Bible.”

And he says: “I had Just returned from
the Burns country and told her of the cot-

soon we are reaching out for the world. 
Jacob Chamberlain's mother carried her In­
fant boy, as soon as she could rise from her 
bed. to her secret place of prayer. Thore 
she dedicated him to God as a foreign mis­
sionary. All through his college life she 
renewed the gift each year. When at bls 
graduation he told her of his life-purpose, 
she told him of her Hfe-prayer. She wanted 
God's call, not hers, to lead him. And, not 
satisfied with this beautiful sacrificial offer­
ing to her Lord, three more of her children 
were led into mission work through her 
prayers. At her funeral, the president of 
Oberlin College said that she had led to 
Christ and put into the ministry forty young 
men, most of whom became home or.foreign 
missionaries. "He that saveth his time from 
prayer shall lose It; he that loseth his time 
In communion with God shall find it in bless­
ing." Let us go away to the secret places, 
mothers. Let us live In prayer, that we may 
live in ennobling and enriching the lives of 
those whom God has entrusted to us.

tage in which Scotland's greatest songster 
was born. I talked to her of Ayr, of Allo­
way Kirk, and Dumfries. Then I read sev­
eral of Burns' poems, finishing with ‘The 
Cotter's Saturday Night'. Then she re­
quested me to read again. When I reached 
the line, ‘The priest-like father reads the 
sacred page,’ 'That's what I mean,' she broke 
in with, ‘the book must be read by the father 
in the home. A Scotchman once told me 
ihat his country was greatly enriched from 
the use of the Scripture around the fire-
side. No Christian nation can be great 
which ignores the Sacred Book. Read me
those Unes commencing, “Then kneeling 
down-' over again,' and her face gleamed 
as I did so: 

“ 'Then kneeling down to heaven’s eternal
King, 

The saint, the husband 
prays.

Hope springs exultant 
wing,

That thus they all shall 
days,

and the father,

on triumphant

meet in future

That ever bask in uncreated rays.'

‘"I find in that verse,' said Aunt Fanny, 
the strength of the nation and the home; 
and 1 know that homes cannot exist long
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as permanent places In uplifting the nation 
if heads of the families are prayerless. Nei­
ther can. the nation rise to Its highest with 
prayerless presidents. Our greatest presi­
dents have been men with unfaltering faith 
in prayer. The apirit in "The Cotter's Sat­
urday Night" must be carried out. "They 
round the ingle, form a circle wide.” The 
people of the United States must know if 
the home falls the church is shorn of Its 
strength, the community crumbles, the state 
la unstable, the nation doomed. I am an 
optimist, who, through the light, sees the

To Parents and Patrons of the Sunday School
WM. LUNSFORD. D.D.

Parents have a right to know what is be­
ing done with their children In the Sunday 
school, what is being taught them, and what 
we are tryjng to make of them. The en­
deavor of the Sunday school is to make men 
and women of those who attend, men and 
women of whom their parents shall be proud, 
and who shall be an honor to society.

To make the best types of men and women 
of the boys and girls to be found In the 
Sunday school, we must begin with the Bi­
ble.

Beginning there, we find that they need 
a Saviour, and that Jesup wants to save 
them. Jesus cannot use an unsaved person. 
Specifically speaking, then, Sunday schools 
are teaching and training children with a 
view to spiritual results, and the first step 
is to make Christians of them.

In doing this, we are sometimes hindered.
Parents who do not mean to hinder, often 

make it Impossible for ns to go a step far­
ther with the child. Their motives are good, 
and they think, doubtless, they are acting 
wisely.

If a farmer were to occupy all his time 
in sowing the seed and make no provision 
for the harvest which he has a right to ex­
pect, we should think him bereft of reason. 
There are laws which govern the sowing 
and planting and development and reaping, 
too. We prepare the soil and sow the seed; 
hy and by comes harvest and reaping time. 
The same thing is true In the spiritual 
realm. .There are well-defined laws. In 
teaching and training we sow the seed of 
God's Word, an«j tbe best soil we have ever 
found for this la the heart of the child. 
Then we think of the sustaining promise, 
"My word shall not return to me void."

That Is the clear promise of God's Word. 
If, therefore, there are few conversions, the 

danger point. If I could direct the reading 
of the home, I'd save the state. If I could 
bring the unseen Guest Into the home and 
nation, ns suggested by Dean Alford, I should 
be happy. Nothing of education 
or breeding can take the place 
Christ In the home—of Jesus in 
His presence alone can prevent

or culture 
of Jesus 

the heart, 
selfishness

having dominion, and where selfishness is. 
true happiness can never be found. But with 
the Influence of the Master dominant all 
is well.’ ” 

trouble is not with the Lord of the harvest, 
but with those who are laborers in the har­
vest field. There is no reason why there 
should not be a constant gathering of young 
people into the kingdom.

As a matter of fact, however, we know 
that the process Is often made slow and diffi­
cult.

Let us get at the heart of the matter.
In order to do thia, there are certain propo­

sitions that I want us td consider together 
for a moment.

1. When a child reaches the age of ac­
countability, he needs Christ in order that 
he may be sated.

We are all sinners, and all need a Saviour. 
"There Ie no other name given under heaven 
or among men whereby we must be saved."

This text, of course, applies alike to chll 
dren and grown-up folks; that is, to chil­
dren who have reached the yearn of accounts 
blllty.

2. IVe do not know just when our children 
reach the age of accountability.

It is said that, in the Niagara River, there 
ia a certain point called "Past Redemption”, 
and that if one reaches and passes this 
point he is hurried onto the rapids, and the 
chances are against life being saved. We 
do not know at what age our children may 
pass this point In their Uvea.

3. This being true, it is well for us to 
present Christ to them as a Saviour very 
early in their lives.

It is said that the cannon ball, passing 
through the four-foot bore of the cannon, re­
ceives its Impulse for the whole course it 
has to travel. And the statement has been 
made that the Catholic authorities have said.

"If you will give us your children for the 
first nine years of their lives, you can never 
win them away from us.” It Is, therefore, 
certainly true that many a child receives 
Impressions before he la ten years old that 
determines the whole course of his after 
life. There la a young man this very hour 
In our Louisville Seminary studying for the 
ministry, whose father la one of the leading 
pastors of the South, and who baptized his 
boy when but seven years of a|(e. The father 
at first waa unwilling, and repeatedly Ignored 
the child's desire to unite with the church, 
and finally yielded a reluctant consent, after 
being persuaded that the child understood.

thing to 
a child's

4. It is a dangerous and risky 
put any hindrance in the way of 
acceptance of Christ.

It Is a responsibility too grave to be borne
by any of us.

Sometimes It is the minister.
A good Scotch elder was deeply concerned 

Iwcauae his pastor refused to admit children 
Into the membership of the church. Hr in­
vited him to his house. After lea he took 
hlin to see a large flock of sheep put into the 
fold. The elder allowed the sheep to enter, 
but as the little lambs came up, he pushed 
them back with a heavy stick. The pastor 
wasjvery indignant. He exclaimed, "What 
are you doing to the lambs? They need the 
shelter far more than the sheep.” "Just 
what you are doing to the children," was the . 
prompt reply. The object lesson did Its 
work. Never again did the pastor attempt 
io shut out from the fold Christ's little ones.

Sometimes it is the parent.

In Bondage
J. L. HARROUR.

Last year a woman of but forty years who 
had appeared to be in good health died sud­
denly. She was a woman of large wealth 
who had lived leas than Iwo years in a very 
beautiful new home most elaborately fur­
nished. One of her near relatives said when 
speaking of her death while she was still a 
comparatively young woman:

"Poor Isabelle! I really think that It was 
her house that killed her. She was In such 
bondage to It. I believe that she spent sleep­
less nights planning this and that for It, 
and there was not a day that she did not 
discover that something must be changed. 
One floor was laid three times before it 
suited her, and then she discovered that the 
rug for this room did not harmonize In Its

The wife of a prominent lawyer who had 
been under deep conviction for several days, 
gave the following account at a prayer meet­
ing of her conversion: “Last evening my 
little girl came to me and said, 'Mamma, are 
you a Christian?' ,‘No, Fannie, I am not.’ 
She turned and went away, and as she 
walked off I heard her say, ‘Well, if mamma 
isn't a Christian, I don't want to be one.' 
And I tell you, my dear friends, It went 
right to my heart, and then I gave myself 
up to Christ.”

Will you parents delay decision for 
Christ when you know tbnt your course is 
imperiling other souls? There are those 
who will not come to Christ if they are not 
urged to do so in childhood. I have read 
that in one of the cities of New York, a min­
ister arose In one of the meetings to say: 
"Let me tell you of a playmate of mine, a 
little girl. There was a special meeting In 
the school of which we were both members; 
an appeal was made which resulted in my 
own conversion. This girl was even more 
deeply moved than I, but there being no one 
to lead her to a decision, she left the school. 
1 met her years after In Paris; when I 
asked her if she ever became a Christian. 
With a sneer on her face that had once been 
wet with tears, she said, ‘Why, I never think 
of it, and halve not for years. I have clearly 
made up my mind that I shall never be a 
Christian.' What God may, In his mercy, 
do for her before her life’s Journey ends, I 
cannot say. but there was a time when, as a 
child, one touch of helpfulness would have 
led her to a decision.” 

tints with the wood of the last floor she had 
had laid. Although she had four maids, she 
was constantly being shocked by finding a 
little dust here and there and was constant­
ly taking the maids to task in regard to mat­
ters of trifling consequence. A rug or a hit 
of bric-a-brac a little awry gave her a real 
pain, and she was the slave to the tyranny 
of trifles if ever anyone was. Her nervous 
system was wrecked, and 1 shall always feel 
that her big house that she did not need 
and not half of which she ever used had to 
do with her death. She was in bondage to 
her belongings.”

There are others—too many of them. Some 
of them are to be found in our sanitariums, 
where they are unwillingly taking “rest 



8 Home Department Magazine
Home Department Magazine 9

cures", or trying in some other way to re­
cover from the effects of jaded nerves. They 
have been slaves to the tyranny of "things" 
Their very souls have been crippled and 
shriveled by thia tyranny, and they have 
looked out on life with a very narrow range
of vision. It is a curious commentary on 
the good sense of people when they spend 
hundreds of dollars accumulating "things", 
and then spend most of their time worrying 
over their possessions. I know a woman 
with a great cabinet filled with costly bric- 
a-brac and I have heard ber say that some­
times she hardly slept at night because ahe 
was so "worried" lest thieves break in and 
steal her choice possessions, or a fire break 
out and they were destroyed before they 
could be carried out.

I have known of homes In which carpets 
and furniture and bric-a-brac took prece­
dence of the children In the thought of the
mother. I have known homes to which the 
children of the home oould not invite other 
children lest they "muss things up", or 
"track in" mud or dust. I once visited a 
Japanese home of wealth, and was im­
pressed by its beautiful and restful simplic­
ity when compared to some of our American 
homes that suggest nothing more than some 
of the departments of a department store. 
It is a satire upon common sense when one 

'secs some of the overloaded American homes 
to which their owners are in bondage. Such 
homes are not homes for the spirit. Often 
they are the results of false standards. If

Out of the Past,
SUSAN HUBBARD MARTIN.

Shk had stopped over in the pretty little 
village for a day or so of sight-seeing on her 
way home from the coast.

“Why don't you go to the Sunday School 
Convention?" suggested the landlady, that 
morning as abe brought in the bacon and
eggs and steaming coffee. There are a good 
many delegates expected, and dinner is to 
be served in the church.”

But she looked at the slight, beautiful 
woman with the silvery hair a little inquir­
ingly. "Perhaps you don't care for Sunday 
School Conventions’” The woman with the 
silvery hair smiled.

“Ah! but I do," she cried, quickly. ”1 
haven't taught in Sunday school for all these 
years without becoming a deep lover of them. 
I'll go gladly, and thank you for telling me.”

She attended the morning session, and lis­
tened attentively. Once or twice ahe took

Mrs. A. bangs up expensive draperies, Mrs. 
B. feels that she must do the same, no mat­
ter whether she can afford to do so or not. 
Those useless draperies must be acquired, 
even though one descends to the low estate 
of purchasing them “on payments", a form 
of senseless buying and furnishing that re­
flects little credit on those who resort to 1L 
The most refined, the best bred and the 
wisest people I have ever known have al- 
waya flaunted a "no surrender" flag in the 
face of Fashion when It came to furnishing 
their homes and attiring their bodies. They 
have had their own standards based on their 
own Incomes, their own tastes and desires. 
They have bought nothing because their 
neighbors have bought the same things. 
They have acquired an affection for their 
belongings that keeps them from having any 
desire to part with them, even when they 
have become "out of fashion". There Is a 
great deal of truth in these words:

"A real housewife and home-maker grows 
to love her chairs and sofas and carpets. 
They are the dear, familiar face of her 
home, and she should not any more desire 
its flippant change than she should desire 
to give up the tranquil monotony of her life 
for the adventures and constant change of 
a Romany Rye."

The wife and mother who is in bondage 
to her home to the extent of being in a state 
of constant worrlment over it can never be 
the wife she should be to her husband, nor 
the mother she should be to her children.

out her note book and wrote down some sta­
tistics she wanted to remember.

Margaret Grayson was a power for good 
In her own community. She had taken this 
trip In the hope of recuperating better from 
a severe illness she had suffered in the fall. 
The change had done for her what her phy­
sician had been confident it would. She was 
going home completely restored to health to 
take up her work again. How glad she would 
be to reach home. It was springtime now. 
Already the blue birds were building under 
the eaves of the old porch, 
and lilac buds were swelling.

The snowballs 
And she—she

was going home to live—not die. God had 
spared her life and given her an extension 
of time to work for him. Well, she would 
try to live cloeer to him than ever before, 
because of his great mercy. And yet, she 
had had her trials. Her busband, the hero 

of her girlish dreams, had been dead these 
many years. Her two sons, so dear to her, 
were married and In homes of their own. 
Yet she still found life worth while. With 
abundant means, she found her greatest 
pleasure in helping those who needed it. 
Even those closest to her did not know the 
full extent of her benefactions. A rare, fine 
woman was Margaret Grayson.

She walked slowly Into the 'rooms adjoin­
ing the church where dinner was to be 
served. She had enjoyed the morning ses­
sion very much. Among the many, busy 
women and girls arranging the long tables, 
she noticed a little, gray-haired man, bent 
and worn wllh Years He was busily en­
gaged placing knives and forks beside each 
plate. *

.Margaret Grayson started and paled. She 
studied him longer. A moment later she 
went up and touched the little, bent man On 
the arm. He looked up, met the smiling, 
yet tear wet gate of a woman with silvery 
hair.

“Don't you know me?” she asked, and her 
voice trembled.

The little, bent man dropped a fork noisily.
"Margaret Grayson!" he cried, his face 

lighting with joy. "My Margaret! The girl 
through his goodness I won to Christ!" His 
voice failed him.

Weakly he sat down. .
“My old pastor!” said Margaret Grayson, 

(tending to kiss him, regardless of all on­
lookers. "My old, dearly loved pastor!"

"Do you remember,” she added, "how long 
It has been since I saw you?”

The little, old, bent man nodded.
“Thirty years this spring since I left 

Granby," he replied “You were a young 
woman then. I performed your marriage 
ceremony, Margaret."

She smiled.
"Could I ever forget that?" she returned. 
The old man looked at her.
"And, Robert?” he asked.
“Robert is dead," she answered.
The little, bent man regarded her tenderly.
“I need not ask how you bore it. You 

were al v ays brave and spiritual. I ever 
felt your prayers upheld me in that pas 
lorate of lohg ago. 1 wish—I have always 
wished there were more church members like 
you."

She looked at him with her bright, affec­
tionate smile, and then it seemed to the old 
pastor that the years had suddenly dropped 
away. He saw himself in the old church at 
Granby. He saw her, the girl Margaret, not 
ns she was now, but as she had been Lhen, 
and the birds were singing in the elm trees

In the parsonage yard, and it was summer 
time. The tea table stood on the lawn. He 
brought himself back to the present with an 
effort.

“I hope I have grown and developed into 
your wish for me," she was saying. “I 
ought, since It was you who first led me to 
him."

He looked at her fondly.
"I don't think you ever disappointed any­

one, Margaret," he said. “But, tell me, how 
did you find me?"

“I have been 111, and was advised by my 
physician to take this trip," she told him. 
“By the merest chance I stopped over in this 
pretty little village, and I came over to the 
church to attend the morning session of this 
convention."

The little, old, bent man nodded.
"I see." he said, gently. "But do not call 

it chance, Margaret. God led you here, to 
give me a glimpse of you before 1 start on 
my journey from which there is no return­
ing. It makes me happy to see you again, 
Margaret."

He paused.
“I wonder If you realize how we pastors 

as we pass from one church to another, 
cherish in our hearts the memories of our 
church members who have made our dif­
ferent pastorates so pleasant and so fruitful? 
You were one of these, Margaret. I could 
never forget you."

She smiled. I
“Nor could 1 forget you. Now, tell me of 

yourself, your wife, your daughter. Are 
you pastor here?"

The old man shook his head.
"No, I am to<i old to preach any more. I 

Just busy myself as you found me today, 
about the little things I can do. No one is 
left to me. Wife and daughter both are 
gone."

He sighed, and then he brightened up a 
little.

“But people are kind to me, Margaret." he 
went on "The pastor of the church here 
lets me help him Ihe little 1 can. I have 
a small room with people who are as good 
to me as they know how. If they fall in 
little courtesies and kindnesses, it is only 
because they do not realize what it means 
to be old and poor and alone in the world. 
I do not blame them.”

Margaret Grayson took the old, trembling 
hand.

“And you no longer preach?" she said.
He shook his head.
“No, Margaret,” he answered.
A little silence fell between them, and In 

it a great desire sprang up in her heart She
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thought of her big, beautiful house. She 
thought of the guest-room, of the place at 
the table where there was always enough and 
to spare, of the abundant means God had 
given her. She saw the needs of her old 
pastor. Wouldn't It pleaae him; this thought 
that had come to her? She looked at the 
white hair, the furrowed cheeks, the faded 
eyes, the old, bent shoulders, the faltering 
step. She thought of that long and faithful 
ministry that had so blessed the world. Now, 
In his old age he needed her. Was she going 
to let him remain with people who were not 
always kind, doing the little services he 
could, even to the laying of knives and forks 
about the table, since it was his no longer 
to do the big things? No, she could not!

She turned to him.
"My old pastor," she said, gently. "It has 

been thirty-five years since I first sat under 
your ministry, hut I received my membership 
Into that heavenly kingdom through you. I 
have 
have 
your 
your

wondered about you many times. 1 
longed to see you, to listen again to 
wise counsel, to get into touch with 
wonderful faith, to benefit from your 

larger service. Now, that I have found you, 
1 want to ask you this: Will you come home 
with me to live always? The house la large. 
You shall have a room and books and sun­
shine and the quiet hours you love. It will 
lie a privilege to have you in my 
’Honored guest, with enough and 
Will you not come?"

She faltered and stopped.
The little, old, bent man stood 

home, my 
to spare.

Ihere nnd
stared. "You want me, Margaret?" he said.

"Yes, you—my dear old pastor!"
He suddenly bowed his head. The sense 

of God's nearness and care for him over­
flowed his soul as a river. He thought of 
his squalid room, the unpleasant things he 
must needs submit to. the weary tasks he 
had tried to do. Could it he that he had 
found a way out? He looked at Margaret 
Grayson; at her steady, true eyes, the gen­
tle kindliness of her. He read in that sweet 
face nothing but grace and love, and the 
desire to be of use. He would be safe with 
her. She would never be unkind.

The tears were running down his cheeks. 
He could not answer her then, but he put 
out bls frail, old hand and she took It In hers 
and lifted It to her Ups. The compact was 
sealed.

As the train pulled slowly out, she turned; 
he sat beside her—her old, dearly loved pas­
tor, and she his church member of thirty 
years before. Ho smiled.

"Out of the valley. Margaret," he said, 
tremulously, “to Mount Pisgah with you.”

Acknowledging One's Christmas 
Gifts.

Chiumtmah Is such a strenuous time that 
when it is over we are sure to be tired and 
almost eager to relax from the strain of 
shopping and selecting gifts for our friends. 
Then, too, the reaction from the excitement 
of the Christmas festivities always leaves us 
tired when the Reason Is over.

One of the temptations to which we are 
prone to yield is putting off the acknowl 
edging of our own Christmas gifts. It fa 
such an easy thing to promise ourselven wo 
will do it in a few days, and then to find 
those days lacking in opportunity for the 
fulfillment of our self-made promise.

Naturally, frionds who have made an extra 
effort to send something to give us special 
pleasure are watching to hear whether 
their gift has been received or lost in the 
rush of Christmas mail, and also ns to 
whether it has been pleasing Io ihe recipient.

It lakes but n few moments to write a 
card of appreciative acknowledgment. 
These should be purchased along with the 
Christmas nnd New Year's cards, so that 
they may be on hand for instant use. The 
joy of sending a gift is doubled by receiv­
ing a prompt acknowledgment, whereas 
many nn individual has experienced a sense 
of resentment over the failure of some care­
less 
has 
flee.

A

friend to acknowledge a present which 
called for effort or distinct self-sacri 

suitable New Year resolution is to de­
termine to acknowledge all Christmas gifts 
within twenty-four hours after their receipt. 
It is courteous to mention the gift by name, 
not merely to say, "Thank you for your beau­
tiful gift." as if dozens of cards, all just 
alike, had been prepared In advance nnd sent 
out in a perfunctory manner. If a friend 
has taken pains to make a gift Individual 
for us, It Is as little ns we can do to acknowl­
edge It In an Individual way.

There Is an old saying that "putting off 
an easy thing makes It hard, nnd putting off 
a hard thing makes it Impossible". This Is 
especially true, in regard to social obliga-
tlonR. The Christmas spirit of "peace on 
earth and good-will to men" must be reel 
procal to he perfect. It pays not to be neg 
ligent in this respect.

If we truly appreciate the thought which 
has prompted a gift regardless of the value 
of Its material expression. It will not be too 
great a burden to say so. Ingratitude from 
a friend Is a hard thing to bear. Christmas­
time should offer no excuse for selfish 
thoughtlessness in delaying the acknowlod- 
Ing of one’s gifts.—Exchange.

Sympathy.
If aught in trouble gives the least relief, 
The thought is sweet that others feel our 

grief.
If only for a moment that they share 
Our weight of sorrow and our load of enre. 
An angel's voice is Sympathy, and dear 
To aching hearts the though^ that Love 1b 

near—
For each one treads this world of ours alone.
And each must sometimes feel all brightness 

gone,
And dimm'd with care their sky.
So always give sweet sympathy, and feel 
That as you give it you may help to heal.

—The Quiver.

The Joy of Giving.
The handkerchiefs that Mrs. Lindsay had 

ordcred monogrammed were so'exquisitely 
embroidered that she gave an exclamation 
of delight when Madame Alphonsine showed 
them to her.

"Why, madame, they look as if fairies had 
done them!" she declared, as she benL over 
the dainty things.

"I am pleased that madame is pleased," 
Madame Alphonsine replied. "We do our 
best; it is our reward to be appreciated."

Mrs. Lindsay examined still more closely 
the exquisite work. 1

"I should so like to meet the woman who 
did this," she said. "I should like to thank 
her myself. Would you allow it?”

"But, yes," madame replied, quickly; “of 
a certainty. It would be an honor. It was 
Marie Ribot. She sball come."

That was the beginning. It was many 
months before Marie Ribot would permit 
even the beginnings of friendship; months 
more before Mrs. Lindsay felt herself really 
given the freedom of the tiny, spotless, two- 
room home where Marie Ribot lived with 
her adopted daughter. Marie was forty-four. 
Her thin faci showed the marks of priva­
tion, yet she carried an atmosphere of joy 
that baffled her friends. What in the hard 
days of work, the meager pay, the endless 
contrivances necessitated by the “small, 
heartbreaking arithmetic" could bestow 
such radiance? It was Mrs. Lindsay's prob­
lem for months, and at last one day sho 
learned the secret.

Marie, apologizing for keeping nt work 
while she talked, was doing up a tiny jar 
of jam for a sick friend. From a store of 
wrapping papers she selected a white piece 
and cut it thriftily; from a box of string she 
choose a piece of green, tying it In a tiny 

rosette; last of all, she picked a leaf of 
sweet geranium from a plant in the window 
and slipped It through the bow.

“What an artist you are, Marie!" Mrs. 
Lindsay exclaimed. “How did you learn it?"

Marie was silent a moment before she 
answered. Then, "From my grandmother. 
She—grandmother—talked always of the 
gifts of the good God—always giving, giving 
to his children. So those who had hia love 
In their hearts must give, too. I was young, 
then, and Impatient; and we were very poor. 
I cried, ‘How, grandma, how can we give?* 
And she said, 'The heart that loves never 
lacks a gift. Look about you and listen, 
Marie.’ So I looked and listened, especially 
to her. And I saw how people came to her, 
and always she gave and gave; and I saw 
ihat often what she had to give was cour­
age. or faith, or kind words about another; 
and after the blindness dropped from my 
eyes, 1 saw that that was what people 
wanted most. Madame's kind words about 
my work—what was that but a gift? And 
then there are so many other things; bits of 
tin foil, ribbon, bright papers for the chil­
dren—It is wonderful how they come—a leaf, 
a blossom. So the good God gives his chil­
dren the joy of giving.”—The youth's Com­
panion. + + +

Beautiful Things.
Beautiful (faces are those that wear— 
1L matters little If dark or fair— 
Whole-souled honesty printed there.

Beautiful eyes are those that show, 
Like crystal panes where heart fires glow, 
Beautiful thoughts that burn below.

Beautiful lips are those whose words 
Leap from the heart like the song of birds, 
Yet whose utterance prudence girds.

Beautiful hands are those that do 
Work that Is earnest, brave and true, 
Moment by moment the long day through.

Beautiful feet are those that go 
On kindly ministries to and fro— 
Down lowliest ways, if God wills It so.

Beautiful shoulders are those that bear 
Ceaseless burdens of homely care 
With patient grace and dally prayer.

Beautiful lives are those that bless— 
Silent rivers of happiness.
Whose hidden fountains but few may guess.

—Littell's Living Age.
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Treasured.
Thebe are so many things to make me glad: 

Remembered music, snow and daffodils;
A one-day meeting with a barefoot lad
With two limp^hanging fish (such pride he 

bad)
And once-trod foot-trails high among wild 

hills.

There are so many things to make me good: 
Easters, and Junes, and firelight reveries;

And August shadows in a fragrant wood;
And swimming in coo) waters; oh, and 

trees
That spoke to me as only comrades could!

There are so many things—each laughing 
day

More sweet with little gladnesses has been;
A friend's hand touching mine, a word to 

say.
A laugh to hear, a flower along the way;

And memory to keep my treasures in!
—Mary C. Davis.

Do Your Best.
Whin the days are dark and dreary, 
And the heart is sad and weary, 
L^ok to Him, keep sweet and cheery. 

Do your best

Be the duties great or small, 
Though you falter, often fall;
He will hear whene'er you call, 

Do your best.

Give a laving word of cheer, 
Bear your burdens, never fear, 
He will strengthen, he is near, 

Do your best.

Look to Him In all you do,
For some work he’s planned for you. 
And be faithful, loyal, true, 

Do your beat.
^Jewel Camp Foetz, in the Advance.

Love’s Self-Forgetfulness.
Oki of the safest tests of the intensity of 

our love for Christ is the degree of our self­
forgetfulness. If we are truly devoted to 
Christ, we are little troubled by what other 
persona think of our words or actions; each 
word and. act la realized to be for Christ's 
sake, not for men's opinions. It is told that 
as Alice Freeman Palmer was one day wait­
ing In a hospital while her husband was be-

Ing operated on, she noticed that the pillow 
on bis bed was harder than that to which 
he was accustomed. Impulsively she rushed 
home In a street car, seized his own pillow, 
and rode back, the unwrapped pillow in her 
arms. When her husband afterward won­
dered that she was not embarrassed by the 
passengers' smiles at sight of the pillow, she 
realized she had not once thought of what 
people were thinking of her. Her love ban­
ished self-consciousness.

Why do we consider people's opinions of 
us, when we not from love of Christ? 
Whether speaking for him In prayer meet­
ing, urging a friend to accept him, or refus­
ing for bls sake to do wrong, let us remem­
ber only him.—Exchange.

+ + + >•

In Common Things.
Seek not afar for beauty. Lo! it glows

In dew-wet grasses all about thy feet;
In birds, in sunshine, childish faces sweet; 

in stars, and mountain summits topped with 
snows.

Go not abroad for happiness! For see!
It is a flower that blossoms by thy door.
Bring love and Justice home; and then no 

more
Thou'lt wonder in what dwelling joy may be.

Dream not of noble services elsewhere 
wrought.

The simple duty that awaits thy hand
Is God’s voice uttering a divine command: 

Life's common deeds build all that saints 
have thought.

In wonder-workings, or some bush aflame.
Men look for God, and fancy him con­

cealed;
But in earth's common things he stands 

revealed,
While grass and flowers and stars spell out 

his name.

The paradise men seek, the city bright
That gleams beyond the stars for longing 

eyes,
Is only human goodness In the skies.

Earth's deeds, well done, glow Into heaven­
ly light.

—Exchange.

Let us remember that each day is ordered 
by Almighty love, and brings with It that 
measure of the bitter and the sweet which, 
according to the judgment of infinite wisdom, 
Is most conducive to our true alm and wel­
fare.— Krummacher.
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International Sunday School Lessons. 
STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON I. OCTOBER 7, 1917.

Psalms of Deliverance.

Motto Text.—"They that sow in tears, 
shall reap in joy.” (Psalm 126: 5.)

Lessor Parbage, Psalms 85 and 126.
Memory Verses, Psalm 85: 10, 11.

Lesson Text.
1 Lord, thou hast been favourable unto 

thy land: tbou hast brought back the cap­
tivity of Jfl cob.

2 Thou best forgiven the iniquity of thy 
people, thou bast covered all their sin. 
Se'lilh.

3 Thou bast taken away all thy wrath: 
thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness 
of thine anger.

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and 
cause thine anger toward us to cease.

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? 
wilt thou draw out thine anger to all gen­
erations?

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy 
people may rejoice in thee?

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant 
us thy salvation.

8 I will hear what God the Lord will 
speak: for he will speak peace unto bis peo­
ple, and to his saints: but let them not turn 
again to folly.

9 Surely his aalvation is nigh them that 
fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other.

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth; 
and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven.

12 Yea, the Lord shall give that which is 
good; and our land shall yield her Increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him; 
and shall set ua in the way of his steps.

1 When the Lord turned again the cap­
tivity of Zl’on, we were like them that 
dream.

2 Then was our mouib filled with laugh­
ter, and our tongue with binging? then said 
they among the heathen, The Lord bath 
done great things for them.

3 The Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad.

4 Turn again our captivity, 0 Lord, as 
the streams in the south.

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6 He that goeth forth and weepctb, bear­

ing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.

Popular Poems.
The songs of the Hebrews, classified in 

the book of Psalms, arc the most popular 
religious poems of the world. Let me give 
you a distinction right here, which is broad­
ly true and well worth keeping in mind. In 
the prophets, we have God's message to Is­
rael; in the Psalms, we have Israel's repiy 
to God. They are rich in the language of 
penitence, gratitude, love and adoration. 
This old hymn book of Israel is a treasure 
house of quotation, for sermons, prayers, and 
all discourse on the deep things of spiritual 
life.

The eloquence of the human soul has never 
risen higher than in these devout Hebrew 
meditations. Have you not often felt how 
aptly your own thoughts and longings are 
expressed in these sacred poems? They voice 
our noblest sentiments and aspirations to­
day. and so become our response to God as 
well as Israel’s. Read them more, beloved, 
for they will assist you up to the high places 
of real communion with God.

Historical Connection.
This 85th Psalm clearly fits Into the his­

torical situation we are now studying, but 
It is Impossible to say who wrote it or when.
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After all, It signifies little who was Its 
author Of when it was composed. The vital 
question is, does it give right views of God? 
Does it express the truest and purest senti­
ments of the human heart? If so, then it is 
for all men and for all time. I have long 
since learned not to worry about questions of 
authorship and date in the Bible. God’s 
truth and love have no date. Suppose we 
knew not the author or the date of “How 
Firm a Foundation," or “Jesus, Dover of My 
Soul," would that fact make the great hymns 
less precious to our hearts? My soul feels 
the touch of God In these hymns of Israel, 
and finds in them the “green pastures'* and 
the “still waters’*. No, they do not need 
dates or certified authorship any more than 
the starlight or the light of the sun. Thank 
God, they are timeless, like gladness, laugh­
ter and love! When you run on a fountain 
in the desert, weary and athirst, you never 
think of inquiring when It burst forth from 
the sandy waste. It is God's bounty for you; 
stoop and drink. Let the geologist figure on 
the question of origin. The prophets exer­
cise a perpetual, benign influence on the 
hearts of men, and the same is true of that 
eloquent tenderness and power that breathes 
in Psalms.

The Analysis.
* There are three -thoughts in the psalm. 

First, thankfulness. God has ended the cap­
tivity of his people and brought them back 
to their own land. He has taken away his 
anger and forgiven their iniquity. Second, 
penitence. The goodness of Gofleadeth us to 
repentance. The unbought mercies of sover­
eign love humbles sinners in the dust. Turn 
us, O God of. our salvation. Wilt thou not 
revive us again, that thy people may re­
joice in thee? Third, self-dedication. I will 
bear what God the Lord will speak. His 
people will consecrate themselves to bls serv­
ice, and will not return to their folly. Let 
this resolution be registered in every soul. 
Here, Lord, I give myself to thee. In a 
faithful obedience, I would walk before God. 
This is the climax of saving grace. God 
wins his people to moral harmony with him­
self. His righteousness and peace kiss each 
other in the dedicated human heart. In this 
troublous time, may you and I enter into 
this blessed experience.

+ + +
Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Psalm of 

Deliverance. Psalm 85.

Monday'h Verse.—“His salvation la nigh 
them that fear him."

What does that mean to us, now and here? 
Just this: God's goodness is round about us 
like an atmosphere, that we may learn 
to be good, as be is good. His righteousness 
shines like a sun on our minds and con­
sciences, that we ourselves may become 
righteous as he is righteous. His love en­
velops us that we may drop all our enmities 
and become imitators of God. This la salva 
tion. Don't fancy that salvation la merely es­
cape from an objeotive hell, and entrance into 
an objective paradise. It is subjective trans­
formation into the likeness of bis son. How 
much real salvation is reflected in your dally 
llfn and mine?

Tlehday's Scripture Reading.—Thanks­
giving for Deliverance. Psalm 126.

Tuesday's Verne.—“We were like unto 
them that dream.”

When God broke the bars of their prison, 
it seemed too good to be true. So it ever 
Is to a distressed soul, when glad news 
comes. Thus a mother feels when she takes 
to her bosom a dear son or husband re<urned 
from a terrible war. God fills his world with 
his goodness, and all of us receive constant­
ly the ’assurances of protecting, delivering 
and guiding grace. All things are yours. He 
maketh all things to work together for our 
good. Let us not forget bls mercies and be­
come the sad victims of fear. He will fill 
our mouths with laughter and our tongues 
with singing.

+
Wednf.nday'r Scripture Rkadino.—Prayer 

for Deliverance. Psalm 120.

Wednesday's Verse.—“In my distress I 
cried unto the Lord."

He is always the center of the world's woe. 
It is the day of affliction that weakens the 
sense of helplessness and puts us on search 
for God. He uses the sharp points of pain 
to goad his children to bls presence. Mil­
lions of broken hearts besiege his throne to­
day. This old world was never so full of 
fiendish savagery and human misery as it Is 
today. The attitude of us all to life is deep­
ly changed in this deluge of sorrow. We 
lift up our weak hands to thee, Lord. De­
liver us from cruel and brutal foes. May the 
great Umpire of peace win the rulers of the 
earth to truth and righteousness.

Thursday's Scripture Reading. — The 
Keeper of Israel. Psalm 121.

Thursday's Vkhhe.—“The Lord shall keep 
thee from all evil,"

He Is the home of the soul. In him we 
live and move and have our being. If we 
are set to do his will, and to abide In bls 
presence, no moral disaster c^n reach our 
souls. Our character Is safe. But what of 
the physical ills and tribulations of life? Do 
his children escape them? Far from It. 
Even Jesus was a man of sorrow, due to the 
wickedness of men. But in all bls suffer­
ings, God kept him from the deeper evils 
of soiled character. Not 
toils and burdens of the 
hut spiritual security, la 
his people.

immunity from the 
earthly pilgrimage, 
his great pledge to

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Jehovah, the 
Protector. Psalm 125.

Friday’s Verne.—“The Lord is round about 
his people."

We have got to accept the view that God 
is chiefly concerned about the moral and 
spiritual character of men. He makes the
wrath of man contribute to his praise. The 
calamities that the wrath of man works, 
turn men to the bosom of God. He Is sun 
and shield to the good; he la- the consola­
tion of desolate Israel, the sweet refuge of 
his unhappy children. A new heaven and a 
new earth is our Father’s plan. It is to be 
filled with righteousness first, then comes the 
resultant peace anl happiness. Thy king­
dom come, thy will be done on earth.

LESSON 2.

Returning from Captivity

Motto Text.—
“Jehovah bath done great things for us;

Whereof we are glad." (Psalm 126: 3.)
Lennon Passage, Ezra 1: 1-11.
Memory Vernes, 2, 3.

Leaaon Text.
1 Now In the first year of Cy rus king of 

P^r'sin, that the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of J^r-cr-mrAh might be fulfilled, the

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Jehovah’s 
Redeeming Love. Psalm 130.

Saturday's Verse.—“O Israel, hope in the 
Lord."

The poets of Israel saw into the heart of 
things. Their faith was in God, the eternal, 
the righteous, the loving One. They grasped 
the thought that redemption does npt pri­
marily refer to deliverance from political 
and social woes, but from all personal and 
social iniquities. They saw that most of 
the world's misery springs from sin, and 
that the energies of God's love are bent on 
the destruction of that evil principle. Come 
unto me; take my yoke upon you, and I will 
give you rest. Moral harmony with God Is 
the eternal condition of enduring peace and 
happiness.

Sunday'k Scripture Reading.—Thanksgiv­
ing for Divine Goodness. Psalm 146.

Sunday'r Verne.—"Th j# Lord preserveth 
all them that love him.’’

Thia is a superbly eloquent poem, lofty in 
thought and beautiful with reverence and 
spirituality. How does the Lord preserve 
us who trust In him? By drawing us to 
the practice of his virtues; by winning us 
to admiration and love of his character; by 
Inclining us to walk in his commandments. 
This identifies us with the divine life, and 
safety, security, preservation, follow as a 
matter of course. Love of God. obedience 
to God, is the same thing as '"hid In God", 
or "partakers of bis nature”, and thus it Is 
Ihat we are preserved, kept In the hollow 
of his hand, safe as God himself.

OCTOBER 14, 1917.

Lord stirred up the spirit of Cy rils king of 
Pcrshl, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also 
in writing, saying,

2 Thus salth Cy’rOs king of Pfr’slfl, The 
Lord God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged 
me to build him an house at J^-rtYsA-liTn, 
which in in Jfi dfih.

3 Who it there among you of all his peo­
ple? his God be with him, and let him go up 
to J<-rO'sfi-lFm. which is In jn dilh, and build 
the house of the Lord God of Is rft-vl, (he ts 
the God.) which is in J^fi'afi-li'm.
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4 And whosoever remalneth in any place 

where he sojourneth, let the men of his 
place help him with silver, and with gold, 
and with goods, and with beasts, beside the 
freewill offering for the house of God that 
it in J^-rfi'sft-IOm.

6 f Then rose up the chief of the fathers 
of JO'dfih and Ben ja min, and the priests, 
and the LP'vItes, with all them whose spirit 
God had raised, to go up to build the house
of the Lord which it In J^-rfluft-lfim.

6 And all they that were about them 
strengthened their hands with vessels of 
silver, with gold, with goods, and with 
beasts, and with precious things, beside all 
that was willingly offered.

7 1 Also Cy'rfis the king brought forth the 
vessels of the house of the Loan, which Wb- 
fichfid-nfizzJlr had brought forth out of Jo- 
rfi’sA-Wm, and bad put them in the house of 
his gods;

8 Even those did Cy'rfis king of Pfir'BlA 
bring forth by the hand of Mlth'nMAth the 
treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh- 
bfizziir, the prince of JO’dAb.

9 And this is the number of them: thirty 
chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of 
silver, nine and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of 
a second tort four hundred 
other vessels a thousand.
| 11 All the vessels of gold 
^cere five thousand and four 
these did Shfish-bfiz’zftr bring 

and ten, and

and of allver 
hundred. All 
up with them

of the captivity that were brought up from 
BAb’y-lon unto JA-rft'afi-Ieni.

Bondage Broken.
It waa in 686 B.C., that Nebuchadnezzar, 

king of Babylon, burnt Jerusalem. Exactly 
forty-nine years later, in 637 B.C., Cyrus, 
the Persian king, sent the exiles back to re­
build theTr ruined city. He was the most 
remarkable king and conqueror that ever 
arose In the far East. In twelve years he 
overthrew three strong kingdoms—Media, 
Lydia and Babylon—thus winning the do­
minion of the world for Persia, during the 
next two hundred years. Babylon falling in 
638 B.C., he instantly reverses her national 
policy of deporting conquered peoples, and 
opens the door of return to their native 
lands. Many nations besides the Jews had 
suffered this refinement of cruelty. Israel 
hailed the liberator as the messenger of God. 
Cyrus said, “Go home, restore your city and 
temple and I will give you aid." Those who 
chose to remain, and most of tbem did, he 
required to make liberal contributions to the 

enterprise, in beasts, silver and gold. Joy­
ously, in the spring of 637 B.C., a company 
of 4,200 set out on the long journey. Cyrus 
put in their hands 6,400 golden and silver 
vessels that Nebuchadnezzar bad taken from 
the temple. In October they gathered on 
the sacred spot, amid the desolate ruins, and 
offered sacrifices in a tumult of thanksgiv­
ing. May, following, the foundation stones 
of the new temple were laid. Most of them 
made homes in the neighboring districts, to 
raise crops for the support of the new com­
munity.

God's Messiah.
That is what Isaiah calls Cyrus. He was 

a wise, kind and tolerant ruler. God used 
him for great ends that Cyrus dreamed not 
of. "Thou bast not known me, but I have 
girded thee." God knows all the sons of 
men, and often makes them the unconscious 
Instruments of his love and power. All cai>- 
tive peoples were permitted to return to 
their native land, but political motive was at 
the basis of bls liberating policy. By it, ho 
plans the strengthening of his empire. 
Egypt, the only remaining world power, was 
hostile to him. A clash with her is Inevi­
table In the near future, so he will strengthen 
the Palestinian border by setting up vigor­
ous communities, bound to him by gratitude 
and honor. Thus Jehovah hitched him to 
the car of a mighty providential purpose, 
using him in the preservation of the great 
idea and mission of bis chosen people.

A New Spirit.
Outwardly and Inwardly a remarkable 

change has been wrought on Israel. She
comes home with a new alm and a new 
spirit. The furnace has burnt idolatry out 
of her heart. In the prison house sho has 
caught another vision of God, and vowed re- 
conaecration to his service. In the history 
of religion there has been no more signifi­
cant crisis than this period of the exile. It 
purified Israel and refitted her for her spir­
itual mission. She is done with the game 
of empire. The new community is recon­
structed on the basis of religion. Hence­
forth she is to be the representative of the 
righteousness and love of the only sovereign
God. This the spiritual element, the best 
part of David’s kingdom, will not perish 
from the earth. Round the precious old 
faith, a little priestly government will be 
organized. Its temple shall be a bouse of 

prayer for all nations, and the people shall 
be a light to the Gentiles. Israel’s mission 
Is universal; sbe is God's missionary to the 
whole world.

Monday’s Scripture Reading.—The Exiles 
Comforted. Isaiah 40: 1-11.

Monday’s Verbi.—"He shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd."

There Is a speechless pathos in the little 
flock standing among the wrecks of their 
once fair city. God drew near, with tender- 
est assurances of love and heartening prom­
ises of coming good. How did he come? In 
the great intelligent faith and undismayed 
courage of the prophet. He is God’s spokes­
man to God’s people. He Interprets God 
to his generation, and communicates the di­
vine will. God’s method of getting at the 
minds and hearts of men is through high 
thinking and pure living. The holy prophet 
studied God and men, lived the divine life, 
and pressed It by word and example on his 
fellows. He reflected God’s pity and good 
cheer. +

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading. — The 
Mighty God. Isaiah 40: 12-18.

Tuesday's Verse.—"The nations are as the 
drops of a bucket."

The almlghtiness of God was a much- 
needed lesson at this very time. The ruin 
of their nation had been accounted for on 
the theory of the weakness of Jehovah. The 
former generations had not referred the Ra­
tional loss to their own sins, but to the in­
difference or feebleness of Jehovah. It 
seemed to them that the gods of the heathen 
had been too strong for tbelr God. That 
view was hard to overcome in the minds of 
a materialized, unsplritual people. The 
prophet instructs them In the nature of the 
pure and omnipotent Jehovah. He' cannot 
save those who blindly and obstinately live 
in sin. He eaves the obedient.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—The Di­
vine Helper. Isaiah 40: 19-31.

Wednesday's Verse.—"He giveth power to 
the faint."

The doctrine of the spirituality of God has 
always been slowly and Imperfectly received. 
The Jews wanted physical protection and 
comfort This was the pervasive view of 
all the world. The age-spirit was groveling 
and dark. Ideas of inward purity, nobleness 

of character, likeness to the holy God were 
simply absurd and repulsive, on the low 
levels of common Hebrew living. The 
blessed prophet! What a lonely lot he had, 
and what a heart-breaking task! Yet he 
cried aloud: "The mighty God will help the 
men and women who want to follow on to 
know him, and serve him."

♦
Thursday's Scripture Reading.—The Di­

vine Purpose. Isaiah 42: 1-8.
Thursday’s Verse.—"A bruised reed shall 

he not break."
Here the prophet encourages his people 

with a view of the wonderful patience of 
God. Sin has broken you like some foot of 
beast has bruised the weed. He will not 
cast you out, as the farmer might do with 
the crippled plant He will hold you up for 
the knitting of your soul's nerves and the ton­
ing of your wounded character. The smoking 
flax he will not quench, but will blow on the 
hidden spark until it bursts into flame. The 
patient God will lovingly fondle every feeble 
longing for a better life. Trust him jusrt as 
you are, trust him now.

♦ J
Friday's Scripture Reading.—The Chosen 

Deliverer. Isaiah 44: 24—45: 7. '*
Friday's Verse—"I will raise up the waste 

places thereof."
Bad children can destroy the happiness 

and good name of a home. The one orna­
ment left in it is the patient, recovering 
love of the parents. Should they cast off 
sons and daughters, kill affection and aban­
don them to destruction, it would be the un­
natural and completing disgrace of the 
household. But parenthood cannot make this 
terrible plunge. It must hold on to the un­
worthy, just because it is love's nature to 
cling and suffer. Our Father—God—cannot 
let his sinning children go. How dreadful 
a thing it is to sin against God's pleading 
love. I+

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—The Di­
vine Redeemer. Isaiah 49: 14-26.

Saturday's Verse.—“Can p woman forget 
her sucking child?"

Here is Isaiah’s beautiful effort to give 
impression of God’s unfailing love. Pro­
foundly has he insisted on bis essential 
righteousness and holiness. That might 
easily become a source of discouragement
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to men, made conscious ot their moral repul* 
slvenees to God. That is felt by Isaiah. Now 
he teaches the wonderful parental love of 
God. You have wounded and grieved him by 
your sins, but you still are his children. He 
knows your helplessness. Look to him, com­
mit your poor souls to his care, and he will 
fold you to his bosom.

Sunday’s Scriptube Ria di ng.—The Return 
from Captivity. Ezra 1: 1-11.

Sunday’s Verse.—“Who is there 
you of all bls people?”

among

LESSON 3.

The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated

Motto Text.—
“Enter into bis gates with thanksgiving, 
And into his courts with praise." (Psalm

100: 4.)
Lesson Passage, Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18.
Memory Verses, 6: 14, IS.

Lesson Text.
8 fl Now in the second year of their com­

ing unto the house of God at JC-rtTsfi-lvm, In 
the second month, began Ze-rOb'bn-bCl the 
son of and JCah'O-A the son of
Jd'zfi-dfik, and the remnant of their brethren 
the priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity unto 
JG-rt'sfi-k'm; and appointed the LC'vites, 
from twenty years old and upward, to set 
forward the work of the house of the Lord.

9 Then stood J^sh'O-fi with his sons and 
bls brethren, KJd'mW and bls sons, the 
sons of JQ'dfih, together, to set forward the 
workmen in the house of God: the sons of 
Hen4'ddd, witft their sons and their breth­
ren the LS’vItee.

10 And when the builders laid the founda­
tion of the temple of the Lord, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and 
the LG'vttes the sons of A’sfiph with cym­
bals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance 
of Dfl'vld king of Is rfl-el.

11 And they sang together by course in 
praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; 
because he ia good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Is rfl-el. And all the people

This was Cyrus’ edict of freedom. The 
Jews were getting on well, and some were 
prosperous. No one was obliged to return. 
With half a chance, the Jew is thrifty wher­
ever he ia. Cyrus had bis own reasons for 
wanting them to go and rebuild Jerusalem. 
Aa a rule, only the poorer ones went. The 
well-to-do who remained had to give camels 
to carry goods, and also sums of silver and 
gold. Certainly they ought to have done It 
cheerfully, and likely enough they did. If 
you do not go as a missionary, truly you 
should help sustain those who do. Rich and 
poor must help the kingdom of God.

OCTOBER 21. 1917.

Rhouted with a great shout, when they 
praised the Lohd, because the foundation of 
the house of the Lord was laid.

12 But many of the priests and LO’vites 
and chief of the fathers, who were ancient 
men, that bad seen the first house, when 
the foundation of this bouse was laid before 
their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:

13 So that the people could not discern 
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise ’
of the weeping of the 
shouted with a loud 
was beard afar off.

people: for the people 
shout, and the noise

14 And the elders of the Jews bullded,
and they prospered through the prophesying 
of Hfig'gal the prophet and Z^cb-A-rFAh the 
son of Id'do. And they bullded, and finished 
it, according to the commandment of the 
God of Is'rn-el. and according to the com­
mandment of Cy fub, and DA-fI Qb, and Ar- 
tu-xCrx'ea 

15 And 
third day 
the sixth 
king.

king of Per siiY 
thia house was finished on the

of the month A'dlir, which was in 
year of the reign of Da-rlfis the

16 fl And the children of 18'rA-el, 
priests, and the LO'vites, and the rest of 

the 
the

children of the captivity, kept the dedication 
of this house of God with joy,

17 And offered at the dedication of this 
house of God an hundred bullocks, two hun­
dred rams, four hundred lambs: and for a 
sin offering for all IbTA-M, twelve he goats, 
according to the number of the tribes of

18 And they Bet the priests In their divi­
sions, and the Levites in their courses, for 
the service of God, which ia at Je-rOttf-hm; 
as it Is written in the book of MO scs.

♦♦♦
Recons (ruction.

After our great war of 1861, we had a 
long period of building up the run-down 
farms, schools, churches, homes and general 
business of the South. A time of recon­
struction like that fell to the returned Jews, 
but they bad a more serious task than ours. 
David's descendants took a leading part in 
the work. Sheshbazzar was the appointed 
governor, and Zerubbabel, his nephew, had 
charge of the masons and carpenters. With 
great energy he pushes the work. In the year 
520 D.C. he becomes governor of the province. 
Now, there were remnants of Jews in Judsn, 
and heathenish people lived in Samaria, 
brought in by Assyrian deportations, 200 
years before. All these inhabitants were an­
gered at the coming back of the exiles. De­
ceitfully they offered Zerubbabel sympathy 
and help, but he shrewdly suspected, and de­
clined. Then they wont into open hostility 
and gave no little trouble. Nearly always 
there Is somebody to get In the way of a 
good enterprise.

Type of Government.
Kingship is not restored to David's house; 

the old Judecan state ia "not to be revived. 
Judsa is to be simply a Persian province 
presided over by a governor appointed by 
the monarch. Her political Importance and 
power are ended. A new typo of local gov­
ernment, under a priesthood, if Introduced. 
Henceforth it is to be a priestly nation, in 
which religion and not politic* 1b to be the 
predominant interest. In Its keeping is in­
trusted, by the providence of God. the rlchesl, 
holiest treasure of thia world. It Is a new 
spiritual community, whose supreme duty is 
to preserve the oracles of God and cherish 
the old-time religion. This survival of 
Abraham’s and Moses' W’ork is due to Ihe 
mighty faith and labors of Isaiah, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel. Never forget that the prophets 
of Israel were the grandest men of Ihe ages.

+ + +
Beginnings.

The first necessity was the settlement of 
families In homes on the territory adjacent 
to Jerusalem. Here, doubtless, arose the 
trouble with the poor people whom they 

found In the land. It Is estimated that only 
one-tenth were located In and near the ruined 
city. Zerubbabel's tireless energy soon 
housed the people, and then thg rebuilding 
of Jerusalem began. The temple was the 
first concern. Before the workmen began, 
there was a solemn service of national re­
construction. The trumpets blew the signals 
of the old feast of tabernacles, and the day 
of atonement, in October 637, and with 
deep emotion the little band sent up adora­
tion and thanksgiving to the God of Abra­
ham. By the following May contracts had 
been made with Tyre and Sidon for cedar 
from Lebanon. Then the laying of the tem­
ple's foundations gathered another assem­
bly, and an indescribable scene followed. At 
a word from Joshua, the priest, cymbals 
clanged, trumpets pealed, and the multitude 
sang, "He is good, for his mercy endureth 
forever.” It was the birth-hour nf a spir­
itual nation.

The Consummation.
Poverty, the vastnees of the work, and the 

interruptions of adversaries made progress 
slow. Over many discouragements and de­
lays, the invincible Zerubbabel pressed bls 
tusk The eloquent appeals to the people hy 
the prophet Haggal, was an indispensable 
service. Exactly twenty years after the cor­
nerstone laying the temple stood complete. 
616 B.C. In the hearts of the aged ones, the 
joy of dedication was dashed by the pain­
ful contrast between the new temple and the 
old. Haggal comforts: "Brethren, the out­
ward splendor Is less, but this temple shall 
surpass the former in spiritual glory." Jesus 
walked In the latter.

Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Foundation 
of the Temple Laid. Ezra 3: 1-13.

Monday’s Verse.—“Fear was upon them, 
because of the people of those countries."

Religious undertakings rarely have smooth 
sailing. Difficulties arise, somebody objects; 
it is not the right time, it la going to cost 
too much. A new church is needed. One 
does not like the plan, another objects to 
the location, and so on. Fortunate If you 
have a Haggal and a Zerubbabel to make 
Ihe thing go. There are optimists and pes­
simists In nearly every congregation, pro­
gressives and conservatives, aggressive lib­
eral souls and obstructive, stingy souls. 
Thank heaven for the former class. They 
are the dynamos of the church; without 
them it would die.
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Tuesday's Scripture Reading.—Difficul­
ties Encountered. Ezra 4: 1-6.

Tuesday's Verse.—"They weakened the 
hands of the people of Judah.”

The poor, thriftless people wanted no new 
vigorous neighbors, such as these, who haye 
arrived from Babylon and settled In and 
around the heaps of Jerusalem. It is the old 
human envy and selfishness that resents all 
forms of competition and rivalry. These peo­
ple were not building up the desolated coun­
try, and they did not want anyone else to
do IL Their offer of help was only a trick, 
designed to block the enterprise. Falling 
In that, they send accusations of disloyalty 
to the Persian * ' ‘

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Builders 
Encouraged. Haggai 2: 1-9.

Friday's Verbs.—"The latter glory of this 
house shall be greater than the former.”

The noble Haggai saw into the future. He 
spoke for God to the people. They felt dis­
heartened over the Inevitable inferiority of 
this temple to the one Solomon built. The 
prophet stirred Zerubbabel's heart with the 
message from Jehovah. The glory of this 
house shall be greater than the former. This 
is the Lord's doing. Faith springs up In all 
hearta and all hands are laid with holv en­
thusiasm on the work. Though we build In

LESSON

Motto 
upon all

OCTOBER 28, 1917.

Ezra’s Return from Babylon

Text.—"The hand of our God is 
them that seek him, for good."

(Ezra 8: 22.)
Lesson Passage, Ezra 8: 15-36.
Memory Verses, 21, 22.

month, to go unto J£-rfi st-Km: and the 
hand of our God was upon us, and he de­
livered us from the band of the enemy, and 
of such as lay In wait by the way.

32 And we came to Jd-rfi'sH-lm. and abode 
there three days.

uro. God was 
were In It.

WEDNESDAY’S

king. It was a stupid fail­
In the work; his servants

Scripture Reading. — Re­
newed Exhortation. Haggai 1: 1-11.

Wednesday’s Verse.—“Is it a time for you 
to dwell in your ceiled houses?"

Sixteen years have passed since the tem­
ple work began. For years, not a stroke has 
been made. On account of enemies the peo­
ple have lost heart, and turned to their per­
sonal concern. They are busy building and 
adorning their homes, cultivating their or­
chards and vineyards and tending their 
flocks. Haggai appears to waken their con­
sciences. He brings the king’s word, re­
affirming the decree of Cyrus. With stinging 
reproof and eloquent appeal he sets the peo­
ple on the work. This was 620 B.C. In four 
years the temple was finished. A resolute 

acher Is worth more than gold.

Thursday's Scripture Reading.—Building 
Operations Resumed. Ezra 6: 6-12.

Thursday’s Vr.Rst.—“Let it be done with 
speed.”

This encouragement had been secured 
from Darius, the king of Persia, and with 
it Haggai could dear away all objections 
to resumption of the work. Moreover, the 
king wrote, that if anyone interposed any 
more difficulties or obstructions, he should 
be hung on a beam taken from his own 
house. This killed the opposition of ene­
mies and cleared the way to the long-delayed 
consummation. You can’t build without good 
workmen; you can't build without hearty 
support of the people; you can’t build with 
out the wisdom and courage of noble lead­
ers. Let it be done with speed.

poverty, yet we shall build wiser than we 
know. Do your best, and God will add
self to your striving and bring glory to 
achievement.

him- 
your Lesson Text.

Saturday’s Scripture Reading. — 
Blessings Promised. Haggai 2: 10-23.

Saturday’s Verse.—"I, Zerubbabel, I 
make thee as a signet.”

New

will

As encouragement, Haggai tells the people 
of the favor of God that will rest on them 
when they give themselves to the building 
of the temple. To the brave and self-sacri­
ficing Zerubbabel, he gives strongest expres­
sion of God’s approving love. A signet-ring, 
or seal-ring, In ancient times, contained a 
person’s signature and was much prized and 
carefully guarded. God says, “I will make 
Zerubbabel my signet-ring.” This beautiful 
compliment from the prophet was well de­
served. The preacher should look for 
chances to bestow worthy praise. It helps.

21 I Then I proclaimed a fast there, at 
the river of A-hn’vft, that we might afflict 
ourselves before our God, to seek of him a 
right way for us, and for our little ones, and 
for all our substance.

22 For I was ashamed to require of the 
king a band of soldiers and horsemen to 
help us against the enemy in the way: be­
cause we had spoken unto the king, saying. 
The hand of our God is upon ail them for 
good that seek him; but his power and his 
wrath is against all them that forsake him.

23 So we fasted and besought our God for 
this: and he was Intreated of us.

24 ? Then I separated twelve of (he chief 
of the priests, Shvr-6-bl uh, Hitab-fi-bl'iih, and 
ten of their brethren with them,

25 And weighed unto them the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, even the offering 
of the house of our God, which the king, and 
his counsellors, nnd bls lords, and all ts’riH'l

Slow Progress.
The record stops with the dedication of 

the temple, and we have not one word about 
Jerusalem for the next 67 years. Condi­
tions took an unfavorable turn, the religious 
enthusiasm of 516 B.C. did not last. Luke­
warmness and Indifference set in, in the old 
human way, and religious duties were 
slighted. Population Increased, humdrum 
life went quietly on, and the few spiritual 
ones felt themselves quite helpless. Cyrus’ 
political policy was meeting with much more 
success in erecting a barrier against Egypt 
than was the devout plan of establishing a 
solid basis for religion. Jehovah’s cause 
flickered low. This unrecorded period was 
not empty of issues vital to the world. The 
life of Old Testament faith hung In the bnl-
Rnces. A very high order of intellect and

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—Temple Re­
built and Dedicated. Ezra 6: 13-22.

Sunday's Verse—"The Lord had made 
them Joyful,”

How good It Is to look on the finish of a 
great task, and yield oneself to emotions of 
thankful gladness. With imposing cere­
monies the temple was dedicated to God. It 
came in the passover week, and the joy of 
recent deliverance from Babylon blended 
sweetly with the gladness of the ancient de­
liverance from Egypt. It Is the Lord's doing 
and the remembrance of It makes the heart 
strong. Why build the temple before the 
walls of the city? Because religion is first. 
It Is the deepest concern In human life 
Reverence for God is a wall of protection, 
better than stone.

there present, had cffered:
26 1 even weighed unto 

hundred and fifty talents 
silver vessels an hundred 
gold an hundred talents;

27 Also twenty basons of

their hand six 
of sliver, and 

talents, and of

gold, of a thou-
sand drams; and two vessels of fine copper, 
precious as gold.

28 And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto 
the Lord; the vessels arc holy also: and the 
silver and the gold are a freewill offering 
unto the Lord God of your fathers.

29 Watch ye, and keep them, until ye 
weigh them before the chief of the priests 
and the Le'vltes, and chief of the fathers of 
Is’rfl-^l, at J^-rfl'BA-Iem, in the chambers of 
the house of the Lord.

30 So took the priests and the Le vites 
the weight of the silver, and the gold, and 

. the vessels, to bring them to Je-rOsA-lem 
unto the house of our God.

31 1 Then we departed from the river of 
A-bfi'vA on the twelfth day ot the first

moral heroism was needed for this emer­
gency, and these qualities were supplied in 
Ezra, the priestly scholar, and in Nehemiah, 
the noble layman.

The Crisis.
The Jews of Babylon were living comfort­

ably in enjoyment of commercial prosperity 
and religious freedom. They had interest in 
the Jerusalem mission, but not enough to go. 
Alarming news began to come from the west. 
Depression and moral decay threaten the life 
of the Judaean enterprise. Material prosper­
ity Is small, and social customs and manners 
are growing lax. The city wall is not built, 
and intermarriages with their neighbors Is 
bringing In Idolatry like a flood. The little 
commonwealth is in peril of being swallowed 
up in a heathen mass, and the faith of the 
prophets Is sinking in a foul eclipse. This 
news startled Ezra. He must go to the res­
cue He secures the king’s consent, calls for 
volunteers, and starts on the dangerous Jour­
ney This was 458 B.C.. Just 79 years after
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the arrival of the exiles In Jerusalem. The 
king offered military escort, but Ezra said 
nobly, "No; we will commit ourselves to the
protection of

The grand

our God."

Ezra’s Dismay, 
man is overwhelmed at the

situation. He rends his garments, tears his 
hair and beard, and sits silent in the pres­
ence of the people, until the evening hour. 
The multitude gathering around him, catch 
the contagion of his humiliation and sorrow 
and vow to submit themselves to his reform­
ing plans. The broken-hearted grief of the 
good Is better than denunciation for calling 
wrongdoers to repentance. Why do we not 
learn that fact* I know nothing feebler
than harshly 
threatening.

The king’s

scolding sermons and parental

Reformation.
„ commission makes Ezra the 

ruler He strikes Instantly at the mixed 
marriages, demanding the putting away of 
evet-y heathen wife, with her children. This 
was the hard, grievous necessity. This was 
the most distressing, dangerous evil threat­
ening the extinction of the nation and Its 
religion. Ezra reminded them that idolatry 

ruln tt century and a half ago. 
t Shall the Lord’s people draw on themselves 
■ a second time the destroying anger of God’ 

He saw In the mixed marriage, the supreme 
obstacle to restored nationality. The paln- 

"’’’“ratton began, full of com­
plexity, difficulty and heartbreak. Come ye 
out from among them. Evil communications 
corrupt good manners. Pitiful was this sun- 
oermg of fathers, mothers and children, but 
the demand was Inflexible. After all the 
success was but partial. Ezra compelled re­
ligious services, remitted taxes as seemed 
appropriate, and appointed local Judges His 
coming was a tremendous shock to the old 
slack and easy-going degeneracy. It re­
quired a strong hand, a resolute will and 
“ ?'th ln God' Tlle Ol^lP’ine was

J. .WaS ln,peratlTe- « Israel is l0 
fulfill her divinely appointed mission.

Monday's Scripture Reading.—Ezra 
Scribe. Ezra 7: 1-10.

Monday's Verse.—"Ezra had prepared 
heart to seek the law of the Lord "

the

his

The Jewish body In Babylon was strona 
In wealth and marked by literary activity 
and theological studies. It maintained loy­
alty to Jehovah, and was Invaluable as a
support to the Jerusalem mission. Ezra was 
a godly man, a combination of scholar priest 
and ruler. The Spirit of God led him to offer 
himself to the work of rebuilding Jerusalem 
It was a beautiful act of self-sacrifice. He 
studied the situation and felt that the sink­
ing cause must have help. Who will go for 
us’ “Here am I, send me." In the same 
way, God Is calling men and women now 
Situations of human need press on you and 
me. They are God's summons to 
help.

Tuesday's Scriptpre Reading.-—A
oua King. Ezra 7: 11-20.

Tuesday’s Verse.—"Do after 
your God.”

The Persian king, of course,

the

was

go and

Gener

will

not

of

. , — -------- ------- ..we ao
much interested in the Jews’ religion as in 
the building of a strong friendly state 
against the borders of Egypt. It is a curl
ous instance of political policy combining 
wholesomely with the interests of pure re­
ligion. Gladly the king endorses the de­
vout plan of Ezra, encourages a free-will 
offering from his people, and makes himself 
a large contribution in gold and silver. It 
was a significant compliment by the Persian 
throne to the trustworthiness and capacity 
of the Jewish people. Never has there been 
on earth a more vigorous, intellectual, brave 
and efficient stock. All honor to Abraham's 
children.

Thursday's Scripture Reading.-—Prepara­
tion for Return. Ezra 8: 15-23.

Thursday's Verse.—"I was n ah a med to 
require of the king a band of soldiers."

Jewish writers put Ezra next io Moses in 
great service and honor. A learned scholar 
hi Hebrew history, he was intensely devout, 
sternly resolute and practical. He declares 
his confidence in the protecting God, and de­
termines to live up to his faith. Great dan­
gers of robbery and death lurk along the 
way, and a Persian guard would be useful. 
"But," says Ezra, "we will trust Lhe Invisible 
guard of Jehovah's presence." In the cara­
van were 1,500 men, besides women and chil­
dren. It is estimated that they carried two 
million in money and treasure, which In­
creased the Journey's peril. Wonderful cour­
age of faith! +

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Return from 
Babylon. Ezra 8: 24-36.

Friday's Verse.—"The hand of our God 
was upon us."

The Journey was made safely, and Ezra’s 
faith in God was justified. His practical re­
ligion commended him to the high respect of 
hie heathen king. What benefit to talk about 
the values of faith in the invisible Jehovah, 
if you do not put it In practice? Act upon 
your faith and preach about It&ess. The best 
way to impress your religion is not by logi­
cal explanation and demonstration, but just 
to live It You know, Jesus saves sinners. 
It la a glorious fact, but your best proof of 
it is living his life every’ day. Our Chris­
tianity needs support in the practical godli­
ness of the men and women who profess it.

Saturday’s Scripture Reading. — Ezra's 
Prayer. Ezra 9: 5-15.
Saturday's Verse.—“Give us a little reviv­

ing in our bondage.”
Moved by zeal and statesmanlike intelli­

gence, he wants to put a new life Into the 
Jerusalem mission. He would give new 
Ideals by adding a fresh band of earnest be­
lievers. On arrival, he finds abuses and dis­
couragements in excess of all expectation. It 
takes a man of iron will and mighty faith 
to lay hold of a situation like this. First, he 
takes hold of God by prayer, and his long 
weeping petition greatly moved the hearts 
of the people. Revival began with the lead­
er’s prayers and tears. He secs a dark moral 
slavery In Jerusalem. With God's help It 
shall be broken.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Promise of 
Reformation. Ezra 10: 1-12.

Sunday's Verse.—"We have trespassed 
against our God."

All confessed the sin of marriage with 
heathen neighbors. Ezra says: "Dissolve 
them; return wives and children to their 
own people." A divorce court Is set up in 
the cl.ty, which runs three months, till the 
sorrowful, stern work is done. Every man 
was summoned to appear, on pain of con­
fiscation of property and excommunication, 
that his domestic relations might be Investi­
gated. The old faith and separateness must 
be maintained at whatever coat of suffering 
and heartbreak. This course was the Iron 
necessity of the times, and it was the paln- 
fulest work Ezra ever performed.

Wednesday's Scripture Readino.—Provi­
sion for the Temple. Ezra 7: 21-28.

Wednesday's Verse.—"Blessed be the Lord 
who hath put this in the king's heart."

Artaxerxes (464-424 R.C.) was singularly 
kind to the Jew’s. Heathenism never ren­
dered a higher tribute than his to the reli­
gion of the one God. He crowned Ezra with 
honors: (1) All Jews In Babylon were free 
to go with him; (2) he has authority to 
investigate all matters In Jerusalem; (3) fo 
draw on the king's treasury: (4) to remit 
all tAxes of priests and Levites; (5) to ap­
point Judges for the courts; (6) to confiscate 
the goods, imprison, banish or put to death 
anyone who did not obey the law of God. 
This last was a dangerous power, easily 
abused into persecution, and Ezra's spiritual 
insight and Justice never exercised it.
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Mono Text.—"Let not him that glrdeth 
on hie armor boast himself as he that put- 
teth it off.” (1 Kings 20: 11.)

Lesson Passage, 1 Kings 20: 1-21.
Memory Verses, 10, 11.

LESSON 5.
NOVEMBER 4, 1917.

Defeat Through Drunkenness.

Lesson Text.
1 And Bcn-ha'diid the king of Syr'I-a 

gathered all his host together: and there 
were thirty and two kings with him, and 
horses, and chariots: and he went up and 
besieged SA-mfir'i-fi, and warred against it.

2 And he sent messengers to A hub king 
of Is'rtK'l into the city, and said unto him, 
Thus saith Ben-hA'dAd,

3 Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy 
wives also and thy children, even the goodli­
est, are mine.

4 And the king of Is’nwl answertd and 
said, My lord, O king, according to thy say­
ing, I am thine, and all that I have.

6 And the messengers came again, ^nd 
said, Thus speaketh Ben-hndad, saying, 

» Although I have sent unto thee, saying^ 
| Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy 
"gold, and thy wives, and thy children;

6 Yet I will send my servants unto thee 
to morrow about this time, and they shall 
search thine house, and the houses of thy 
servants; and it shall be. that whatsoever Is 
pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put if Id 
their hand, and take it away.

7 Then the king of IsrA-e] called all the 
elders of the land, and said, Mark, I pray 
you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: 
for he sent unto me for my wives, and for 
my children, and for my silver, and for my 
gold; and I denied him not.

8 And all the elders and all the people 
said unto him, Hearken not unto him, nor 
consent

9 Wherefore he said unto the messengers 
of Ben-hft'djid, Tell my lord the king. All 
that thou didst send for to thy servant at 
the first I will do: but this thing 1 may not 
do. And the messengers departed, and 
brought hlin word again.

10 And BSn-hA'dAd sent unto him, and 
said, The gods do so unto me. and more 

also, if the dust of Sfl-mAr'I-A shall suffice 
for handfuls for all the people that follow 
me.

11 And the king of la'rfl Pl answered and 
said, Tell Aim, Let not him that girdeth on 
hia honest boast himself as he (hat putteth 
it off.

12 And It came to pass, when B^n hddAd 
heard this message, as he was drinking, he 
and the kings in the pavilions, that he said 
unto his servants, Set youraelvea in array. 
And they set thcmaelvea in array against 
the city.

13 5 And, behold, there came a prophet 
unto A hub king of Isrfl-el. saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great 
multitude? behold. I will deliver it into tblne 
hand this day: and thou shalt know that I 
u»i the Lord.

14 And Ahilb said, By whom? And be 
said, Thus saith /he Lord, Even by the young 
men of the princes of the provinces. Then 
he said, Who shall order the battle? And 
he answered, Thou.

15 Then he numbered the young men of 
the princes of the provinces, and they were 
two hundred and thirty two: and after 
them be numbered all the people, even all 
the children of iB'nl-vl, being seven thou­
sand.

16 And they went out at noon. But Bon- 
hh dad paa drinking himself drunk In the 
pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and 
two kings that helped him.

17 And the young men of the princes of 
the provinces went out first; and Bvn-hil’dAd 
sent out, and they told him, saying, There 
are men come out of SA-mAr I-iL

18 And he said, Whether they be come out 
for peace, take them alive; or whether they 
be come out for war, take them alive.

19 So these you g men of the princes of 
the provinces came out of the city, and the 
army which followed them.

20 And they slew every one bls man: 
and the Syr'I-Ana fled; and Is nW-1 pursued 
them: and B^n-hft'dAd the king of Syr'I-fi 
escaped on an horse with the horsemen.

21 And the king of Is'rfl-^l went out, aM 
smote the horses and chariots, and slew the 
Syr'I-fins with a great slaughter.

Dangerous Foe.
The division of David's kingdom bore bit­

ter fruit. Each part was enfeebled against 
warlike people round about, who were smart­
ing under defeats inflicted by David. The 
Arameans were a powerful tribe from the 
Euphrates valley, who began to move to­
ward Palestine about the time of the He­
brew exodus from Egypt. Their first act, 
after the division, was the recapture of Da­
mascus out of the hands of Israel. Then 
they took more of her territory. It was one 
of the disgraces of the time, that the king 
of Judah, with the treasures of his palace, 
hired these aliens to attack Israel. There 
was an almost continuous hostility between 
the two kingdoms. Such was the situation 
when Ahab became king. No wonder that 
he wanted to strengthen himself by mar­
riage alliance with the king of Tyre. Prob 
ably more than half bls kingdom was torn 
away by the terrible Arameans. His father. 
Omri, had checked their invasion, and had 
Improved the conditions of his country. Still 
the impending peril hung on Ahab s borders, 
and right manfully did he meet the demands 
of the hour.

Finn! Ou (rage.
Benhadad, king of the Arameans, lived in 

the recaptured city, Damascus. Seized by 
the lust of conquest, he resolved to subju­
gate all Israel, blotting out Ahab’s kingdom 
and annexing it to his own. Here is a su 
preme national crisis like that in the earlier 
days of Philistine Invasion. Benbadad’s 
armies swept over nil the land and shut up 
Ahab and his small force in Samaria, his 
capital. The northern kingdom looks death 
in the face, the hour of doom is about to
strike. Said the insolent invader: "Deliver 
to me your silver and your gold, and your 
wives and your children.” As a price of 
peace Ahab consented to the degrading 
terms. A consent bo promptly given embold­
ened Benhadad to demand further that his 
soldiers should have the privilege of plund­
ering the homes of the city. This heathen­
ish infamy and inhumanity has been foully 
duplicated by invading hordes in our day. 
who, with amazing effrontery, at the same 
times, call themselves Christian. Ahab re­
fused; then said the Insolent foeman, with 
a great oath: “The dust of your city Is not 
enough to fill the hands of my soldiers." 
This was designed to cow Ahab as contain­
ing a bint of the mighty multitude of the be­
siegers. To this, Ahab made the famous re­
joinder: "Let not him who is girding his 

sword boast himself as he who is putting it 
off." Benhadad set his battle In array.

The Victory.
Ahab's valor revived and he resolved to 

fight against the desperate odds with an 
army of fewer than 8,000 men. They filed 
out of the city, formed In line of battle and 
began the advance on the enemy. Then oc­
curred one of the silliest, insanest military 
orders ever given. The over-confident and 
contemptuous king is instantly told of the 
attack. “Take them alive, whether they 
come In peace or war." Don't fight them; 
take them alive! Has the king lost his 
senses? wondered his soldiers. Has our gen­
eral turned fool? That is exactly what has 
happened. Flushed with certain victory, he 
has drunk himself Into Imbecility. With his 
officers, he has been carousing all night and 
all day, drowning reason in strong drink. 
Liquor fought for Israel that day. Her army 
struck the foe, threw al) into disorder, and 
the Arameans fled in panic and overwhelm­
ing defeat. Liquor defeated that invasion, 
but no thanks to it It la the foe of all men. 
It undermines their health and robs them of 
their brains.

Monday's Scripture Reading.—An Arro­
gant King. 1 Kings 20: 1-10.

Monday's Verse.—"O King, I am thine, 
and all that I have."

Such was the tame and cowardly reply to 
Ite arrogant demand of Benhadad. Ahab 
confesses defeat and submits to vassalage. 
Liberty is lost, and Israel bows her head in 
a new bondage. The vainglorious haughti­
ness of the victor overreached itself. Flushed 
with excess of wine, he makes the still more 
humiliating demand that the city be opened! 
at once to his plundering troops. Ahab was 
not ready to descend to this depth of national 
degradation. His drooping manhood revives 
and sends back refusal. The outrageous in­
sult could have originated only in a drunken 
brain. He had a kingdom In submission, 
and lost it.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading.—Defeat 
through Drunkenness. 1 Kings 20: 11-21.

Tuesday’s Vebse.—"Take them alive."
Supercilious self-conceit, stimulated by 

large draughts of liquor; converted a really 
able monarch into a drivelling idiot. In­
flated egotism la the biggest fool on the
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planet. Ln Its selMdolatry and its answer­
ing contempt tor others, is hid the potent 
cause of his inglorious fall. The despised 
people have dangerous powers, that vanity 
entirely overlooks or Ignores. This has been 
the fatal weakness of the German mind. It 
has mightily exalted Itself and despised 
others. The bane of self-idolatry is Its utter 
Incapacity to measure the weight and capac­
ity of others. "Take them alive," Is the 
Insane advice of the liquor demon.

Wednesday's Scbiptvbe Reading.—Help­
less Through Wrongdoing. Isaiah 2: 5-17.

Wednesday’s Vebsx.—“Their land is full 
of Idols.”

This is Isaiah’s terrible Indictment of Ju­
dah, his native land. Kings, princes and peo­
ple have all gone away from God and turned 
each to his own way. The awful aposlacy 
offends and grieves bls devout and patriotic 
aoul. The Indignation of Jehovah bums, and 
the nation’s ruin impends. He will bring 
desolations on the land and humble the 
pride of his sinning people. Then the blind 
idolaters will fling their Impotent Idols to 
the moles and bats, and betake themselves 
to unavailing flight. Too late, they will And 
the lying vanities, contemptible and worth­
less. God alone is the strength and security 
or bls people. Thy kingdom come.

Thubsday's Scbutcbb Reading — The 
Curse of Dissipation. Luke 15: 11-16.

Thubsday'r Vebse.—“And no man gave 
unto him.*' 6

Such Is the loneliness, degradation and 
-“‘J? "hlch the of “ leads. 
The deluding spirit of worldliness whispers- 

Live In luxury; listen to the sound of 
voluptuous music; linger over the wine, and 
run riot with vile companions. Yes; get 
away from the dullness of home and church 
and well-behaved peop'e; see the world and 
have a good time." Many are the sons of 
rich men and poor men, who have listened 
to this witching voice of hell, and have gone 
down Into the depths. Never was there a 
truer saying than this: "Whatsoever a man 
sows that also shall he reap.” Prodigal, come 
home!

Feiday’s Scbiptube Reading—Joy of Res­
toration. Luke 15: 17-32.

Friday's Vebse.—"I will arise and go to 
my father."

This is the first good speech the prodigal 
has made. He has come to himself; he is 
at last In bls right mind. Note, there is not 
one, enough interested in him to ask him to 
stay. The companions in sin leave him as 
lightly and heartlessly as they caroused with 
him. True friendships are not made on the 
low levels of life. He begins to think, and 
that is the starting point of reicovery. One 
only hope remains, the pity of a wronged 
father. He resolves to try. "I will arise 
and go." How precious the welcome; how 
surpassing far the expectations of the offend 
Ing son! I regard this the greatest parable 
of our Lord. The whole of the gospel is con­
centrated in it.

♦
Saturday's Scripture Reading.— Woes 

upon Excess. Isaiah 5: 11-17, 22-24.
Saturday’s Verse.—“Hell hath enlarged 

herself."

Another one of Isaiah's thunderbolts. He 
refused to keep his mouth shut before the 
shameless excesses of his king and the court, 
the princes and the people. Indolence, wine, 
banqueting, wholesale immoralities and in 
Justice were the degradation of a nation, spe­
cially commissioned of God to establish pure 
religion in the world. Yet all this while, 
these rioters counted on the protection of 
God against foreign invaders. They thought 
him bound to keep his nation safe, no mat­
ter what Its moral character may be. It is 
like the view of some today, that God will 
take us to heaven when we die, however 
much we insult him here. Bad living Is hell. 
Hell is here now—so is heaven.

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—The Right­
eous and the Wicked. Psalm 1.

Sunday’s Verse.—“His leaf also shall not 
wither."

This psalm Is a large, comprehensive look 
at human life. It sums up the good and 
evil forces at work that shape a man’s des 
tiny to blessedness or misery. It announces 
the righteousness of God ns the true ideal 
for men, and the honest pursuit of it, the 
one eternal condition of happiness. He 
shall prosper, he shall live nobly and ever­
lasting peace shall be his portion. Fear God 
and keep his commandments, Is the whole 
wisdom of human existence. Over against 
this la the ungodly life, which a man may 
choose If he will, but 1n that choice he takes 
all evils that ruin character and fixes des­
tiny In desolation.

LESSON 6.

Motto Text.—"Whatsoever we ask we re­
ceive of him, because we keep bis com­
mandments and do the things that are pleas­
ing in bls sight.” (1 John 3: 22.)

Lesson Passage, Nehemiah 1: 1-11.
Memory Verse, 11.

Lesson Text.
1 The words of Nc-hfm-i'Ah the eon of

Hiich*A-H’Ab. And It came to pass in the 
month Chls'leu, in the twentieth year, as I 
was In ShtVshAn the palace,

2 That HA-nA'nf, one of my brethren, 
came, he and certain men of JO’dah; and 
I asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, which were left of the captivity, 
and concerning J<SrO'sit-lvni.

3 And they said unto me, The remnant 
that are left of the captivity there in the 

^province arc in great affliction and reproach: 
’■the wall of JtSrfl'sA-k'm also is broken down, 

and the gates thereof are burned with fire.
4 U And it came to pass, when 1 heard 

these words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven,

5 And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of 
heaven, the great and terrible God, that 
keepeth covenant and mercy for them that 
love him and observe bls commandments:

6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and 
thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the 
prayer of thy servant, which I pray before 
thee now, day and night, for the children of 
l8‘rA<'l thy servants, and confess the sins of 
the children of Is'ril-vl, 
sinned against thee: both 
house have sinned.

7 We have dealt very 

which have
I and my father's

corruptly against
thee, and have not kept the commandments, 
nor the statutes, nor the Judgments, which 
thou commandedst thy servant Mo’ses.

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word 
that thou commandedst thy servant Mo scs, 
saying, if yc transgress. I will scatter you 
abroad among the nations:

9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my 
commandments, and do them; though there 
were of you cast out unto the uttermost part 
of the heaven, yet will I gather them from 
thence, and will bring them unto the place 
that I have chosen to set my name there.

Nehemiah’s Prayer,
NOVEMBER II, 1917.

10 Now these are thy servants and thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong hand.

11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine 
ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy servants, who de­
sire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man. For I was 
the king's cupbearer.

Nehemiah, the Layman.
Lx Lesson 4 we made acquaintance with 

the great Ezra, the chief maker of Judaism. 
We have studied the solemn religious crisis 
that brought him from Babylon and the 
vast human service he did in a painfully 
delicate and dangerous situation. A silence 
of thirteen years falls on his work, and in 
444 B.C. Nehemiah steps on the scene. His 
office, as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes was 
one of honor and confidence. He is a lover 
of Jehoivah and his people; an attractive, 
gifted man of action; vePsed in the ways 
of the world, and well suited to meet diffi­
cult situations. His combination of strength 
and grace, generosity and religious zeal 
make a striking personality. He Is a unique 
layman In Hebrew history, performing serv­
ices of Incalculable value to that religious re­
construction which results in Judaism. A 
later Jewish writer passes on him this fine 
eulogism: “He was a man of good and right 
eous character, and very ambitious to make 
his own nation happy; and he bath left the 
walls of Jerusalem as an eternal monument 
of himself.”

Bud News.
It is the year 444 B.C., and affairs are 

going ill in Judtra. As there was a constant 
correspondence between Jerusalem and the 
Jews in Babylon, the unhappy tidings came 
to Nehemiah in the palace. Returned breth­
ren said to him: “Our people are in great 
reproach and affliction; the wall of Jerusa­
lem is also broken down; and the gates 
thereof are burned with fire.” He sat down 
and wept, fasted and prayed. Confessing his 
own and his people's sins, he implores that 
the heart of the king may be moved to allow
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himself to go and labor for his brethren. 
The king, seeing the sorrowful countenance 
of his cupbearer, Inquired: "What Is this 
sorrow of heart?” On explanation, the king 
said: "What Is your request?" "I want to 
go to Judah," was the reply. Instantly the 
king gave him materials for building, an 
escort of cavalry and a commission as gov­
ernor of Judah. Without Persia, Jerusalem 
would not have been rebuilt.

Foes.
Arriving at Jerusalem, Nehemiah In­

spected the ruins by night, then, making 
known his mission and encouraging the peo- 
pie to build the walls In spite ot troublesome 
enemies. It Is most likely that Sanballat. 
Tobiah and Geehem were governors of their 
several peoples, by appointment or the Per­
sian monarch. These men were bitter op­
ponents of the reconstruction or Jerusalem, 
and had heretofore thwarted efforts at build­
ing the walls. Egypt, who had recently 
freed herself from Persian rule, doubtless 
had much share In this obstructive work 
You remember Persia's wise political policy 
“ »«k|ng to establish on Egypt's frontier 

this sturdy Jewish stock.

Intensive Building.
Nehemiah had twelve years' leave or ab­

sence. There was Inspiration In his pres­
ence, and the walls went up rapidly, In spite 
cunnme The)' lried r,dkule' 'ben
KJ ,en /°rce’ ,hen th'’y «“"«1 up 

“I™ U‘.h S camI>' But ‘ofrraal and 
Internal avarice was the worst peril His 
own well-to-do citizens, by oppressive usury 
had spread Jscontent among h|g poor wor|£ 
’"™"n ?hSy Were 8,enilj’ rebuked. The 
ber" 2s“44 “n » flfty-lw0 daS’s. Septem- 

i J« 44 B C’ What Ez™ •” n lebe- 
°>C,<>ber 181 * gr6at a88em

„r m Jerusalem. Ezra read the 
Law or Moses. Levites explained It, and all 

we«Plng. It was a sabred 
Jubilee In Judah. October 15th the f ast or 
tabernacles was celebrated. October 24th was 
a great day or repentance and prayer This 
was the real birthday or Judaism; one or 

Important days In the history or 
” At Jemel's ralth has a home 
All honor to the layman—Nehemiah.

Monday’s Scbiptubb Rbadino.-Nehemiah's 
Prayer. Nehemiah 1: 1-11.

Monday’s Verse—"Both I and my rather, 
house have sinned."

At the bottom or this man’s lite Is faith 
and the spirit or prayer. This little book 
that bears his name is a delightful and stim­
ulating witness or the power or these two 
qualities. We do well to enrich our own 
minds and hearts tn its pages. With true 
Instinct the prayer begins with ascription or 
sovereign glory to God. Naturally follows by 
suggestive contrast, confosslon or sin, and 
humble appeal for forgiveness. Then a turn 
to remembered mercies, and thanksgiving 
culminating In a petition for the ravor of 
the king. "Nothing In my hand I bring 
simply to thy cross I cling." It was a ter­
vent, believing, effectual prayer Lord 
teach us to pray. Thy kingdom come

Tuesday's Scnm:u Rbadino. — Moses' 
Prayer. Numbers 14: 11-19.

Tuesday’s Vrasa.—"Pardon. I beseech 
thee, the Iniquity ot this people."

Moses, the abused and maligned, was 
never more selr-forgettul and Christ-like than 
on this occasion. Threatened with stones, 
he answered with prayers. He accuses not 
the poor sinning multitude, but. In pity, 
appeals to the offended Jehovah. He be­
comes their advocate In a grandly disinter­
ested and tervent Intercession. You and I 
are not lit for leadership lr we are not pa­
tient and forgiving. Why not sympathize 
with God, who has been more sinned against 
than ourselves? Moses based his appeal on 
the honor of God, there being no other 
ground on which to rest. For thine own 
name's sake, forgive us, O Lord!

Wednbbday’b Scbiptubb Reading.—David's 
Prayer. 2 Samuel 7: 18-29.

Wednesday's Vbbse—“There Is none like 
thee, neither is there any God beside thee."

David's graterul heart was sot on building 
a house for the glory or God. Nathan, the 
prophet, told him It was not the divine will. 
With what beautltul submission the king 
hears or his disappointed hope. "It was 
well that It was In thine heart," says the lov­
ing, tatherly God. We get credit for all the 
good we want to do, when hl, providence 
blocks Its accomplishment. Noble David 
loses not Interest In bls dream, and does all 
he can to make the temple assured under 
the hands or his son. In reality, It Is more 
David's temple than Solomon's.

Thubsdat's Scbiptubb Rxamso.—Jehos­
haphat's Prayer. 2 Chron. 20: 5-13.

Thubbdat s Vkbsb.—"Our eyes are upon 
thee."

It was a time of great peril In Judah. A 
large army of confederate foes from the 
south was threatening the destruction ot Ju­
dah. The good king, in prayer, deals with 
all the goodness of God td this people. In 
the past. Thou art the God ot our fathers, 
the God of heaven, and the ruler of the 
earth. He pleads the precious promises of 
God to the children of Abraham. We cry 
unto thee in our affliction. Our enemies 
come up against us. O God, wilt thou 
not Judge them? for we have no might 
against this great company that oome up 
against us; neither know we what to do. 
Our eyes are upon thee.

Fbidat’b Scbiptubb Reading.— Hezekiah's 
Prayer. Isaiah 37: 14-20.

Fbidat s Vbbse.—"O Lord, our God, save 
us from his hand.”

This prayer arose to God In those fright­
ful days, when the Assyrians were crushing 
the little nations along the Mediterranean 
Sea. We have seen frightfulness more heart­
less and fiendish In our own day. The In­
vader’s armies were nearing Jerusalem. 
There was not any human help against the 
terrible foe. King Hezekiah lays the case be­
fore God. "Hear, O Lord, his reproaches 
against the living God. Thou art the God 
of the whole earth. Now, 0 Lord, our God. 
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only."

Satubdat'b Scbiptubb Readied.—Daniel's 
Prayer. Daniel 9: 4-19.

Saturday’s Vbbse.—"I prayed and made 
my confession."

Do you note how God's ancient servants 
■oenlffled themselves with the unworthiness 
of their people? A sense of social unity poa- 
sessw their mfods. It Is as though each one 
felt that If he had been better, bls brother 
would have been better. There Is truth In 
this conception. The Individual's sin may be 
laid In part at the community’s door All 
have sinned. Daniel feels that ”my people's 
sins are my own.” If there is evil In your 
church, take part of the blame. "Be not as 
the hypocrites are." Said Daniel: "While 
I was speaking, confessing my sin, and the 
sin of my people, 'Gabriel touched me and 
said, I am come to give thee skill and under­
standing.' "

Sunday's Scbiptubb Reading—Prayer for 
Jehovah's Return. Psalm 132: 1-10.

Sunday’s Vbbsb.—"Let thy saints shout 
for joy."

It is thought that this psalm was com­
posed for the dedication of Solomon's tem­
ple. By David's "afflictions" there is moat 
likely an allusion to his earnest anxiety, un­
abated by trials and diBappointments, for the 
settlement of the ark, and the erection of a 
permanent sanctuary. David put honor on 
the ark, as the symbol of Jehovah's pres­
ence. and the pledge of the exercise of his 
power In behalf of his people. The prayer 
Is a lofty expression of faith In the fidelity 
of God, in fulfilling his promises to his serv­
ants. God will tabernacle with them, and 
all his saints shall shout for joy.
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LESSON 7.

Lesson Text.

le th* CGvenaor* beyond

Motto Text.—“Ask and it shall he given 
you.” (Matt 7: 7.)

Lesson Passage, Nehemiah 2: 1-11.
Memory Verses, 5, 6.
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Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered

1 And it came to pass in the month NTsAn, 
in the twentieth year of Ar-tA-xerxes the 
king, that wine teas before him: and I took 
up the wine, and gave it unto the king. 
Now I had not been beforetime sad In his 
presence.

2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why 
is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not 
sick? this ia nothing else but sorrow of 
heart. Then I was very sore afraid,

3 And said unto the king, Let the king 
live for ever: why should not my counte­
nance be sad, when the city, the place of my 
fathers' sepulchres, Heth waste, and the 
gates thereof are consumed with fire?

4 Then the king said unto me, For what 
dost thou make request? So I prayed to the 
God of heaven.

5 And I said unto the king, If It please 
the king, and if thy servant have found 
favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send 
me unto JO duh, unto the city of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, that I may build It.

6 And the king said unto me, (the queen 
also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy 
Journey be? and when wilt thou return? So 
It pleased the king to send me; and I set 
him a time.

7 Moreover I Baid unto the king, if It 
please the king, let letters be given me to 
the governors beyond the river, that they 
may convey me over till I come into JO duh;

8 And a letter unto A saph the keeper of 
the king's forest, that he may give me tim­
ber to make beams for the gates of the 
palace which appertained to the bouse, and 
for ihe wall of the city, and for the house 
(hat 1 shall enter Into. And the king granted 
B* aecordtBa Io the good hand of my (kyd 
upon at*

10 When SAn-balhlt the Hflr'dn-Ite, and 
To-blfih the servant, the Am mon Ite, heard 
0/ if, it grieved them exceedingly that there 
was come a man to seek the welfare of the 
children of 

11 So I 
there three

la'riWI.
came to Jo-rO'ah-lem, and was 
days.

Call to Service.
It was the call of helplessness and trouble 

In Judah. Human want and affliction, far 
off or near-by. is God's call for your service. 
Do you believe that? You certainly do, If 
you have Lhe mind of Christ. Nehemiah had 
that mind and he did not hesitate to lay 
down an honorable office In the palace, com­
fortable and well paid, to undertake a hard 
and dangerous task. He had had news from 
Jerusalem about 444 B.C. Her walls were 
torn down and her gates were burned: her 
citizens were on the verge of despair. Ezra 
had followed his reforming work with ef­
forts at strengthening the defenses of the 
city. The walls he built were tom down 
by Impudent foes, and the condition of the 
colony's affairs was simply desperate. Here 
Is an unmistakable appeal to the moral no­
bility of Nehemiah, and without hesitation 
the self-sacrificing response registered itself 
In his heart. Let this fact grip our minds, 
that we are now dealing with one of the 
most attractive figures in the history of Is-
rael. Here is an unselfish, consecrated soul.
who, by the energy of his character, can lift 
nerveless and discouraged men to the level 
of his own idealism and enthusiasm. la* 
rael'f manhood did not soften by the rivers 
of Babylon. For more than one hundred 
years it was the support of the holy enter­
prise, begun in 537 B.C.

God's Help Implored.
Giving himself, he can. with true consist 

eney and sincerity, ask for divine aid and
euidanre It is Impertinenr* and trrever 
ence to Invoke (kid's blewlnga on fwople. 
when we ouraelvea lend not a hand Think 
of Making him to convert the heathen while 
w« neither go nor give! Raid Nehemiah 
"I iiaaaMh tboe. O Jehovah, hear my tuppli 

cation for Israel, while 1 confess our sins, 
which have scattered us abroad. Gather us 
again on thy holy hill, for we return to thee. 
Give success to thy servants this ddy, and 
incline the king's heart to grant thy serv­
ant’s request.” The royal consent to the 
plan was indispensable. Ezra's cause is 
hopelessly lost without immediate assistance, 
and that Is absolutely dependent on the 
king's favor. Nehemiah Is by no means as­
sured of it, and that pivotal point becomes 
the burden of his patriotic prayer.

I+ + +
God's Answer.

He showed true courage by daring to ap­
pear with a sad face before the absolute 
tyrant of the Eastern world. "1 took up the 
wine and gave it to the king. He said. ‘Why 
Is your countenance sad, since you are not 
sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of 
heart.' Then in great fear, I told the king 
the cause of my sorrow. He said, ‘For what 
do you make request?' I prayed to God. and 
said, ‘That you would send me to Judah, to 
the city of my fathers, that I may rebuild 
it.' Then It pleased the king to send me, I 
having, at his demand, set a time for my re­
turn. 1 then asked him to give me pass­
ports for the Journey of 1,500 miles, and 
also written authority to finish the temple 
and the walls of Jerusalem. The king 
granted me thia according to the hand of my 
God, which kindly cared for me.'' Nehe­
miah’s heart Is glad and duly thankful. He 
finds himself provided with royal privileges, 
and credentials, and Is eager to be on bls 
way. The king has made him governor of 
Judah. Armed with civil power, and backed 
by the Persian throne, the great man de­
parts with an honorable escort, which failed 
not to impress bls importance on all. News 
of his coming reached the Samaritans, and 
gave them anxiety. Sanballat, their gov­
ernor, and Tobia, a half-Jew, bls supporter, 
determined to continue tbeir efforts at frus­
trating the rebuilding of Jerusalem. They 
dream not of the energy, courage and r<- 
sourcefulneM of the new governor.

Monday'* Scripture Rewind.— Nehemiah's 
Prayer Answered. Nehemiah 2: 18.

Monday's VkwmE — “Now 1 had no! been 
In-forMlaH- sod in his prawnfi*."

Theae pBi-Mnal mrmoirr of the patriot 
hero ant r«m*ded the best hlmarleal reoord* 
In the Old Tmitanent. uhMdlnE dear, con 
’WlHHwry I life* on r* • mosl impurian! 

rlod In the development of Judaism. They 
light up the events (hat preceded and fol­
lowed. At this time the province of Judah 
was about twenty miles square, the least 
desirable territory tn Palestine. Of all the 
remnanta of the nations of Palestine, the 
Jews were the weakest and most hated. 
They were ringed by treacherous, merciless 
foes. But for the friendly Persian throne 
and the transcendent abilities of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, the feeble community would have 
perished.

+
Tuesday's Scripture Readino.—Nehemiah 

in Jerusalem. Nehemiah 2: 9-20.
Tuesday’s Verse—“And they said, let ua 

rise up and build."
His competency shows Itself from the 

start. First, he gets hold of the situation. 
He does not depend on the reports of others, 
but himself studies it at first band. He 
reserves bls secrets until he has seen the 
city, in a lonely inspection by night. Next, 
he calls a meeting of the leaders and pren 
poses the building of the walls, and the re­
moval of reproach. He recounts to them 
the goodness of God to him, the favor of the 
king, and the commissions he bears. His 
speech kindled an instant enthusiasm, and 
the unanimous voice was: “Let us rise up 
and build." New hope and courage sprang 
up, and so they strengthened their hands 
for the good work.

♦
Wednesday's Scripture Reaving.—Moses' 

Prayer Answered. Numbers 14: 20-36.
Wednesday’s Verse.—“I have pardoned 

according to tby word."
In the absence of all other grounds of ap­

peal, Moses had called on God, for the sake 
of his own honor among the heathen, tu 
spare his people the doom their sin 
merited. Jehovah feels the nobleness of t^^^H 
sensibility to his good name, and, moved 
his own eternal pity, he yields to the peti­
tions of his servant. Moses' second appeal 
was to the undeserved mercy of God. He 
would not consider for a moment the ad­
vancement of his own family, by the de­
struction of the sinning people. No. let 
me perish with them, if the divine wrath 
may not be averted That Is the' spirit ot 
< bri«t Disasters bring out the pure gold of 
character

♦
Tin KMiA* e M< ripti m Readim. J eh m ha 

phat * prayer \nswrrwd 2 Ubraa 98 U 
!» •
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Th* king wm In d«*p alarm over a great 
lovulon of hla coon try He thmwi himself 
and bls people Into the arms of Almighty 
God, In an importunate prayer. The answer 
came: “Be not dismayed by reason of this 
great multitude, for the battle is not yours 
but God a Go ye down against them. You 
■hall not need to fight; set yourselves, stand 
you still, and see the salvation of the Lord. 
Fear not, go out against them, for the Lord 
will be with you. Jehoshaphat bowed his 
head to the ground, and all Judah and the 
Inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 
Lord, worshipping the Lord." The Invaders 
were destroyed.

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Hezekiah’s 
Prayer Answered. Isaiah 37: 21-32.

Friday's Verse.—"I will put my hook in 
thy nose.”

The terrible Assyrians destroyed many na­
tions in the west, and now they threaten the 
life of Judah. Sennacherib Is loudly boast­
ful of his victories, and warns Jerusalem of 
her certain doom if she resists him, Heze­
kiah falls before God, Imploring help. God 
answers through his servant, Isaiah: "He 
shall not come into this city, nor shoot an 
arrow there, nor come before It with shields, 
nor cast a bank against it . . . For I 
will defend this city to save It for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David's sake." The 
angel of the Lord smote the Assyrian camp, 
and 185,000 men perished.

LESSON 8. NOVEMBER 25. 1917.

A Psalm of Thanksgiving.

Motto Text.— 
"Bless Jehovah, 
And forget not 

103: 2.)

0 my soul, 
all his benefits." (Psalm

Lessor Passage, Psalm 103.
Memory Verses, 8-10.

Lesson Text.
1 Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and 

Is within me, bless his holy name.
all that

Bart a&AY’a ScRipTuaa Reading.—Daniel's 
Prayer Answered. Daniel 9: JO-S7.

Saturday's Viur—"I am come forth to 
give thee skill and understanding."

Daniel, oppressed In the gloomy times of 
the captivity, fed his soul on the prophecies 
of Jeremiah, which promised the restoration 
of Israel. His prayers ascended dally for 
thetr fulfillment. He says that, one evening, 
he saw the vision of Gabriel flying swiftly. 
It was the hour of evening prayer, and the 
angel touched him, saying: "I am now come 
forth to give thee skill and understanding. I 
am come to show thee, for thou art greatly 
beloved.” The angel gave assurance that 
Israel's spiritual mission In this world 
should not fail, but triumph over all adver­
saries.

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—Jehovah's 
Return. Psalm 132: 11—18.

Sunday’s Verse.—"] will make the horn 
of David to bud.”

The horn was an emblem of power and 
glory; the lamp was an emblem of Joy and 
prosperity. In the sorrows and tribulations 
of the centuries, in the often defeated hopes 
and disasters of the nation, the Jews began 
to put a spiritual meaning Into the old prom­
ises made to David and tke prophets. The 
better souls began to see that Israel was not 
destined to physical and material power and 
glory. Then what does God mean? There 
Is something great in store, for God does 
not trifle with his people. They aaw it with 
growing clearness that God means the glory 
of goodness and service.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits:

3 Who forglveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases;

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruc­
tion; who crowneth thee with lovlngkind- 
ness and tender mercies;

5 Who satlsfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed like 
the eagle's.

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and 
Judgment for all that are oppressed.

7 He made known his ways unto Mo'scs, 
his acts unto the children of Is rfl-^1.

8 The Lord is merciful and griclou*. slow 
to anger, and plenteoua In mercy.

9 He will not alwaya chide: neither will 
he keep Ais anger tor ever.

10 He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded ua according to our In­
iquities.

11 For as the heaven is high above the 
earth, so great is hla mercy toward them 
that fear him.

12 As far as the east Is from the west, so 
far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us.

18 Like as a father pltleth his children, so 
the Lord pltleth them that fear him.

14 For he knoweth our frame; be remem- 
bereth that we are dust.

15 Ax for man, bis days are as grass: as 
a flower of the field, so be flourished).

16 For the wind pasieth over It, and It is 
gone; and the place thereof shall know It no 
more.

17 But the mercy of the Lord 4s from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them that 
fear him, and bls righteousness unto chil­
dren's children;

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to 
those that remember his commandments to 
do them.

19 The Lnsn hath prepared his throne In 
the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all.

20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that 
excel In strength, that do his command­
ments, hearkening unto the voice of his 
w’ord.

21 Bless ye the Lord, al] pe his hosts; ye 
ministers of his, that do bls pleasure.

22 Bless the Lord, all his works in all 
places of his dominion: bless the Lord, O my 
soul.

Psalm 10J.
Taken broadly, there Is truth in the strik­

ing distinction: the prophets give God's mes­
sages to man; the Psalms express man's re­
sponse to God. The psalm we now study 
stands conspicuous In our collection of the 
ancient Hebrew poems. Probably the 23d 
Psalm Is the most universally popular, but 
this one certainly follows as a close second. 
It begins with the note of individual thanks­
giving, and rising gradually by melodious 
stages, It passes Into the orchestral burst 
of universal adoration. One person's experi­
ence of the goodness of God is generalized 
into an idfinlte benevolence that embraces 
all creations in all places of his dominion. 
The poet Is a sunny optimist, dwelling on 
the father-like nature of God. and reflecting 

11
on the multitude of hi« mere Im He look* 
on the bright aide of human life, and finds 
its explanation in the localized preaenoe of 
a divine, parental and unlveraalised love. 
His kingdom ruleth over all. Each one of 
us lives in his bosom, dear ■■ the apple of 
his eye. and the special object of hla care. 
This wholesome tone and spirit bears along 
the eloquent passages, as beautiful ships are 
borne on the bosom of a flowing river. Do 
you wonder why you love this Psalm? In 
your sweetest religious mood it utters forth 
to God the feelings of your own humble and 
thankful heart. The psalmist, like you, had 
sampled life’s troubles, and had found in 
God the balm for all his cares. His medita­
tions are so beautifully conceived and ex­
pressed that It is Impossible to suggest how 
the work might be improved. He helps our 
hearts In these sad days of war and desola­
tion. He sings of God and his fatherly acts, 
his loving kindness and tender mercies, his 
unfailing pity, his unchanging grace and 
everlasting glory. Beloved, our lives are hid 
in God. Nothing shall be able to separate 
us from his love. Therefore we will culti­
vate the grace of gratitude and crown him 
with praise end thanksgiving.

Explanatory Notes.
1. “All that is within me." “Every 

thought, faculty; power; the heart with all 
its affections, the will, the conscience; In a 
word, the whole spiritual being,”

2. "Forget not all his benefits." Not any 
one of them.

4. "Destruction.” The pit, including the 
grave and sheol.

5. "Thy mouth.” Thy youth or thy life. 
“Like the eagle.” The eagle retains its 
vigor to a very old age.

6. "All that are oppressed.” God’s Jus­
tice Is unlimited, like himself.

7. “His ways. His acts." Thoughtful 
Mose® grasped the nature of God. The un­
learned mass were lessoned by what God 
did.

11. "High above the earth." Only the 
greatest distances in the universe can sug­
gest the infinite mercy of God, or the com­
pleteness of his forgiveness.

13. "Upon them that fear him.” Three 
times this phrase Is used (11, 13, 17), re­
minding us that it is only the penitent be­
liever who really profits by God’s fatherly 
mercy. a

14. "Knoweth our frame." Our weakness. 
He remembers, and will apportion to It bis 
discipline and bls grace.
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15. "As grass." Man’s frailty is forcibly 

contrasted with God’s everlasting mercy.
17. "Unto children's children." Agree­

able to the promise In the second command- 
menL But personal holiness Is implied.

19. "Hath prepared his throne.” The 
majesty and glory of God, deepen the sense 
of the greatness of his condescension.

Motmt'b Scrhtube Reading.—Psalm 
Thanksgiving. Psalm 103: 1-11,

of

Monday's Verbe — "Bless the Lord. O my 
soul."

Thankfulness la the strength of ths soul 
Its healthiest tone, and one of Its moat gen­
erous activities. It ranks higher than peti­
tion. You feel the truth of the statement. 
God welcomes the requests of bls children, 
he gladly listens to the voice of trustful ap­
peal, and yet the pure note of thankfulness 
does strike a loftier range of feeling, giving 
to the Father a finer need of honor. It Is a 
gift to God, in contrast with seeking a gift 
from God. Let us learn religious optimism 
from this ancient poet. We are resolved, 
now and here, to count our mercies more 
and put more gratitude and praise Into our 
prayers.

Tuesday’s Sciueture Heading — Jehovah's 
Lovlngkindness. Pnalm 103: 12-22.

Tuesday’s Verse—"To such as keep his 
covenant.”

Our Father la a great lover. He lives In 
and cherishes nil bls works. All life Is of 
and by and from him, and love Is its en­
ergy and beauty. This elemental, divine life 
In man, God cultures into his own perfection. 
His covenant Is written on every soul It 
is our very nature and destiny to be good. 
We are made after his Image, and God like 
living is aublimest duty and privilege. To 
such as keep the eternal covenant obligation, 
that is, those who return to him faith and 
love, to them he Is able to give larger and 
larger measures of blessedness and peace. 
He puts all excellencies into our characters 
Just as we will permit him to do it.

Wednesday's Scrutube Reading.—Jehovah 
the Creator. Psalm 104: 1-12.

WednebdayTi Verse.-“They sing among 
the branches.”

The poet has a lovely sympathy with na­
ture. This world la our Father's house; he 
made It and all things therein. His handi­
work. In land and sea, Is beautiful In form 
and color. He cares for bls beasts and birds 
and flowers. In the voice of the birds, this 
poet hears a tribute of praise to their Crea­
tor. Let rocks and hills and trees, and all 
that hath breath praise bls holy name. To 
him all creation Is an orchestra, set to sere­
nade Its mighty Maker. Shall not man his 
noblest creation. Join In the sounding 
chorus? We. too, must clotlie him with 
majesty and honor. This Is the true optl- 
mlsm, this Is the true idealism. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul!

Thursday'* Scripture Reading.—Lord of 
Nature. Psalm 104: 13-23.

Thursday's* Verhe.—“He watereth the 
mountains from his chambers.”

God’s loving power made the mountains 
and the plains, and sent the fertilising show 
ers. All these are servants of God, whose 
omce li Is to minister to the comfort of his 
living creatures. The birds and the stork 
the wild goats and the conies, and the young 
lions eat at his banqueting table. Over all 
man Is constituted lord. This poet has eyes 
to sec the spiritual. He goes behind sec­
ondary causes to the great drat cause. God 
In all and through all la bls happy discov­
ery. Nature Is eloquent to him of the glory 
of God. Why may not you and I see nature 
with a poet’s eyes? Browning truly says the 
poet sees, the poet knows. Jesus was a poet.

FmiiAv'H ScKim-RK Readino.—Preserver 
of All Things. Psalm 104: 24-35.

Fbidav'b Verse—"I will sing unto the 
Lford as long as I live.”

This poet Is a thinker, his thoughts sweep 
through all the field of nature; he Is pro­
foundly Impressed with Its orderliness. Its 
beauty and Its preservation. Who but a 
™gh,ly'. ll’vlnK G°d could have ordained It’ 
The fool In bls heart, says there Is no God. 
You can t prove the existence of God. You 
Intuitively recognise him. How can you 
prove what Is already present to conscious­
ness In logic the syllogism begins with 
the larger proposition and ends with a 
smaller conclusion. What greater proposi 
tlon than God’ How can God become the 
small end of a syllogism’ No. thinking be­
gins with God. In the beginning . . . God!

Saturday’s Scripture Reading.—The Di­
vine Mercy. Psalm 116: 1-9.

Saturday's Verse.—"Gracious is the Lord 
and righteous."

These poets write out of personal experi­
ence. These are not fine-spun theories and 
speculations; they are soul certainties, based 
on what has been seen and felt. There is 
a good God in the world. He is the com­
panion of his children, happy in their pres­
ence, and In the manifold displays of his 
fatherly love. There is a Joy In God, like 
to that of an earthly parent, growing out of 
bls dally comradeship with loving sons and 
daughters. Don't think of him merely as 
Maker, Sovereign and Judge, but as Father. 
That is bis deepest, richest nature. Say, 
"Our Father, which Is In heaven.”

LESSON 9.

Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall

Motto Text.—
"The Lord is my helper; I will not fear: 
Wbat shall man do unto me?” (Heh.

13: 6.)
IaEsso.n Pah h age, Nehemiah 4.
Memory Verses, 17, 18.

Lesson Text.
7 S But It came to pass, that when SAn- 

bAl'lfit, and Td-bl'Ah, and the A-rfl bl-Anfi, 
and the Am'mon-Ites, and the Ashdo-ditea, 
heard that the walls of Jc-rfi'sti-h'm were 
made up, and that the breaches began to be 
stopped, then they were very wroth,

8 And conspired all of them together to 
come and to fight against Jv-rO'BiW'in, and 
to binder It.

9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto 
our God, and set a watch against them day 
and night, because of them.

10 And Jfi'dfih said, The strength of the 
bearers of burdens Is decayed, and there it 
much rubbish; so that we are not able to 
build the wall.

Il And our adversaries said, They shall 
not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and 
cause the work to cease.

3$
Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Faith and 

Gratitude. Psalm 116: 10-19.
Sunday's Verse.—"I will pay my vows 

unto the Lord.”
Thia good man, meditating on the goodness 

of God, inevitably felt the impulse of grati­
tude and love. He made solemn vows to 
live in harmony with this heavenly Friend. 
It Is positively degrading to receive bene­
fits and feel no sense of thankfulness and ob­
ligation. The goodness of God creates an­
swering obligation of trust and service. You 
and I have recognized our duty and made 
holy tows. The vows bind our souls. He 
will not be trifled with. Through Christ he 
opens the door to a divine life in himself. 
We have openly confessed him before men, 
now let us pay. It is no exaction; it is our 
own best life, and the glory of his Saviour­
hood.
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of Jerusalem.

12 And it came to pass, that when the 
Jews which dwelt by them came, they said 
unto us ten times, From all places whence 
ye shajl return unto us they will be upon 
you.

13 5 Therefore set I in the lower places 
behind the wall, and on the higher places, 
I even set the people after their families 
with Lheir swords, their spears, and their 
bows.

14 And I looked, and rose up, and said 
unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to 
the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, which it great 
and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your wives, 
and your houses,

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies 
heard that it was known unto us, and God 
had brought their counsel to nought, that 
we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto bis work.

16 And it came to pass from that time 
forth, that the half of my servants wrought 
In the work, and the other half of them 
held both the spears, the shields, and the 
bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers 
were behind all the house of JO'dfih.

17 They which builded on the wall, and 
they that bare burdens, with those that 
laded, every one with one of his bands
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wrought In the work, 
hand held a weapon.

18 For the 
sword girded 
And he that 
me.

19 1 And I

and with the other

every one had hiebuilders,
by his aide, and jo bullded
sounded the trumpet

said unto the nobles.
the rulers, and to the rest of the 
The work ij great and large, and

trai by

and to 
people.
we

separated upon the wall, one far from 
other.

are 
an-

20 In what place therefore ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto 
us: our God shall fight for us.

21 So we laboured In the work: and half 
of them held the speaks from the rising of 
the morning till the stars appeared.

The Great Layman.
I do not think due honor Is paid to this 

unselfish, heroic patriot. Because there is 
nothing on a grand scale In his career, bis 
extraordinary merit is Inadequately recog­
nized. His chief work waa building a wall 
around a city, and that seems no remarkable 
performance. But It surely was, when you 
consider Its imperative necessity and the 
obstacles standing in the way. Building 
that wall was a supreme test of courage, 
tact, high leadership and competent man 
hood. He shines like a star In the record 
of Hebrew achievement; he ranks with Ju-
dah's noblest sons in 
kind. Without that 
powerless to fulfill her 
religious and civic life 
ened and frustrated by 

the service of man­
wall, Jerusalem is 
mission, because her 
are constantly weak- 
malignant foes. She

must have a wall of defense, or suffer the 
certain extinction of her glorious light. 
Ezra’s reforming work in religion must he 
supplemented by the safeguarding bulwark 
of Nehemiah.

Enemies Challenged.
Get in mind the political situation. Strong 

neighboring communities, grown up before 
the exiles returned, claimed a general pro­
prietorship of Palestine. They had for lead­
ers Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem. These 
people did not want another strong commu­
nity established in the land. They them­
selves were strangers, who had been exiled 
to Palestine, under the policy of the long- 
dead kingdom of Assyria. Having rooted 
themselves, they liked their western home, 
just as the Jews had learned to like theirs 
in Babylonia. They know the history of the

Jewish stock and 
Palestine In great 
stand the feelings 

how Jt once dominated 
power. You can under- 
of dread arising at the

proapcct of this strong race fastening Itself 
in the land behind the high walls. Natur­
ally enough, It was resolved that the walls 
shall not be built. Besides, they have been 
outraged only recently by Ezra's divorce 
policy, which ostracized, religiously and so­
cially, all of their sons and daughters. That 
insult rankled in their bosoms, and so these 
heathen and seml-heathen folk fiercely 
vowed that walla shall not be built round 
about Jerusalem. Such waa the grave con­
dition confronting the enterprise of Nehe­
miah.

Swift Work.
In the community itself were half-hearted 

citizens who had no Interest in the wall. It 
Is always so. But the man and the crisis 
have met. The wall shall be built and that 
right speedily. All depends on the courage 
and capacity of one man. Behind him Is the 
favor of God and the endorsement of the 
Persian king. No man in Jerusalem knows 
hla plans. Through several nights he rides 
secretly around the walls, to get knowledge 
at first hand. On the third day after arri­
val, he calls together prlesta, rulers, nobles 
and chief citizens and discloses his purpose. 
The three enemies heard of It at once. The 
work of spies. The work began on the in­
stant He set families to building, each In 
front of Its own homo. See the cunning ap­
peal to self-interest. Priests built over 
against the temple. The three adversaries 
scoffed and threatened, hut up went the wall. 
Nehemiah put his grand aplrit in the peo­
ple. The enemies attacked the workmen 
with swords. Nehemiah armed parts of each 
family with swords, spears and bows, while 
the others piled the stones. Everywhere the 
great Jew went, cheering workers and de­
fenders. Sleepless diligence reigned. No 
man took off his clothes. Rush the work; 
strain every nerve! In fifty-two days the 
wall is finished. Praise the God of Israel! 
Put a crown on Nehemiah!

Monday's Scripture Reading. — Precau­
tions. Nehemiah 4: 7-20.

Monday's Verse.—“Our God shall fight for 
us.”

There was the leader's faith in God. A 
good cause shall not perish. Here is a 
classic example for church workers. What 

a church yours could be with the enthusiasm 
of Nehemiah! No getting around it, the 
pastor must think and plan and project 
He must have conference with, and the cor­
dial support of, leading members. Doing 
something for God and the people is what 
gives real respectability to a church. Is your 
church a blessing to the community? Is It 
doing a service to society? How many of 
your members would have worked on that 
wall, or stood up to defend? Let each stand 
in his own place and serve God.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Nehemiah 
Rebuilds the Wall. Nehemiah 4: 1-8, 21-23.

Tuesday's Verse.—“The people had a mind 
to work.”

There was something in the manner and 
bearing of their new governor that begot 
confidence. He won the people and workers 
thronged the walls. The adversaries came 
nnd flung taunts into their faces. “What do 
these feeble Jews? Will they fortify them­
selves? Will they make an end in a day?” 
That last question seems to imply a compli­
ment on the energy with which they set to 
work. The insults did not intimidate or re­
lax the workers. Perhaps it nerved to stren­
uous exertion. The swiftness of the per­
formance astonished themselves and their 
enemies. The people bad a mind to work.

Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—Usury 
Abolished. Nehemiah 5: 1-18.

Wednesday's Vekse.—“We have mort­
gaged our lands.”

Human selfishness never looks so mean as 
when men take advantage of public distress 
to enrich themselves. Wealthier Jews put 
up the price of bread, and the poor had to 
mortgage their little property to buy life’s 
necessities. They were a miserly, heartless, 
traitorous set of thieves, really more dan­
gerous to Jerusalem than outward foes. The 
cry of the poor angered Nehemiah. The dis­
content put in danger the building of the 
walls. He sternly rebuked the inhumanity 
and made the extortioners promise to re­
lease the pledged possessions of the poor. 
So be won the popular heart. Thank God 
for such a governor.

Thursday's Scripture Reading. — Nehe­
miah's Unselfishness. Nehemiah 6: 14-19.

Thursday’s Verse.—"I have not eaten the 
bread of the governor.”

37
In the Persian empire, the dues of the gov­

ernment were paid partly in provisions. 
Now, Nehemiah, on account of the distressed 
state of the people, would not take from 
them the usual allowances to which, as gov­
ernor, he was entitled. That reminds us of 
Washington, who led the armies of the Rev­
olution eight years, and refused to receive 
from the colonies a dollar of salary. Here 
was moral greatness. It is better to give 
than to receive. Nehemiah virtually gives 
hla own life to bls people, and asks nothing 
but love and gratitude in return.

Friday’s Scripture Reading.—A Wicked 
Plot. Nehemiah 6: 1-9.

Friday’s Verse.—"I am doing a great 
work.”

These enemies, finding that the walls 
were certainly going up, resolved to defeat 
the work by treachery. They will try to 
get Nehemiah Into their power outside the 
cily and kill him. They send a courteous 
message to him, and ask a friendly confer­
ence In the plain. Of course he understands 
their deceit, and declines, with another mes­
sage, alleging pressing business. 1 am doing 
a great work and cannot come down. Three 
more invitations came, with like result. A 
fifth letter came, open, contrary to usage, 
charging him with the purpose of rebellion 
against Persia. “Come, let us confer about 
that.” No, Nehemiah shuns the plot.

Saturday’s Scripture Reading. — Nehe­
miah's Fearlessnces. Nehemiah 6: 10-19.

Saturday’s Verse.—“Fer they will come to 
slay thee.”

One of his assistants on the wall was hired 
to play a Judas part against him. Shemalah 
is the villian's name. Sanballat and the 
others had hired him to betray his governor 
to death. This wretch had shut himself up 
in the temple feigning the fear with which 
he proposed to infect Nehemiah. “Let us 
bide in the temple, for they will come In the 
night to slay thee.” Hear the brave reply: 
“Should such a man as I flee? Who is there 
that, being as 1 am, would go into the tem­
ple to save bls life? I will not go in. And, 
lo, I perceived that God had not sent him.” 
He was a stranger to fear.

Sunday's Scripture Reading.—The Un­
seen Helper. Zech, 4: 1-10.
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Bunday's Verse.—"Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts. ”

The meaning of this great passage Is this: 
The greatest successes of life arc not ex­
ternal but Internal. The armies of nations 
and the combinations of intellectual forces 
are relied on by men to effect great things

LESSON 10.

Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the Law,

Motto Text.—
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 

And a light unto my path." (Psalm
119: 105.)

Lesson Passage, Nehemiah 8.
Memory Verses, 2, 3.

Lesson Text.
1 And all tbe people gatbered themselves 

together as one man into the street that 
was before tbe water gate; and they spake 
unto £z rA the scribe to bring the book of 
the law of Mdses, which the Lord bad com­
manded to Is'rfi-el.

2 And £z’rh tbe priest brought tbe law 
before the congregation both of men and 
women, and all that could hear with under­
standing, upon the first day of the seventh 
month.

3 And he read therein before the street 
that was before the water gate from the 
morning until midday, before tbe men and 
the women, and those that could under­
stand; and tbe ears of all the people were 
attentive unto tbe book of the law.

4 And £z'rii the scribe stood upon a pulpit 
of wood, which they had made for the pur­
pose;

6 And £z'ra opened the book in tbe sight 
of all tbe people; (for he was above all the 
people; ) and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up:

6 And £z rn blessed the Lord, the great 
God. And all tbe people answered, A men, 
A'mfn, with lifting up their hands: and 
they bowed their heads, and worshipped the 
Lord with their faces to the ground.

8 So they read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading. 

tn the world. Not so with God. The best 
support of men, the power of noblest achieve­
ments In this world, is God's Invisible 
Spirit. Men do their greatest work In car­
rying out tbe plans of God, and In doing so, 
need only to be girded and guided by his 
Spirit of wisdom and truth and righteous­
ness.
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9 f And N^-hfim-rah, which ia the Tlr- 
sh& thA, and £xTA the priest the scribe, and 
the Le vites that taught the people, said 
unto ail the people, This day ia holy unto 
the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep. 
For all the people wept, when they beard 
the words of the law.

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto them for whom nothing is 
prepared: for thia day ta 
Lord: neither be ye sorry; 
the Loan 1b your strength.

11 So the Levites stilled 

holy unto our 
for the joy of

all the people,
saying, Hold your peace, for the day ia holy; 
neither be ye grieved.

12 And ail the people went their way to 
eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and 
to make great mirth, because they had 
understood the words that 
unto them.

were declared

Dedication.
Nehemiah’s great work is 

tonlsbing energy haa secured 
done. His as
Jerusalem and

saved spiritual religion to the world. He 
was a pacifist, but be believed emphatically 
In the necessity of preparedness against in­
human foes. Only enemies and traitors 
were displeased at the building of the walls. 
When a congregation Anishes a new church, 
they want the pleasing ceremonies of dcdl 
cation. That service followed tbe completion 
of tbe walls In the fall of 444 BC. Through 
August and September the work had been 
rushed, and on the 25th of September the 
joy of the people expressed itself in two 
processions on the wall, one led by Nehe­
miah, and the other by Ezra. Starting from 
a point on the west side, they moved in 
opposite directions, and met on the east 
side right against the temple, the whole 
heaven resounding with the sound of trump­

pts and the songs and shoutings of the peo­
ple. Together they Aled Into the temple and 
gave thanks unto God.

Teaching the People.
Nehemiah retires to the background, and 

Ezra, the learned priest, ascends a pulpit. 
To their credit the people ask to bear the 
word of God. That makes preaching a de­
light. Before a large assembly in the street, 
October 1st, Ezra unrolls the scroll of the 
law of Moses. It was their Bible. Many 
had never seen it before. Tbelr religious 
Ignorance was dense. Six morning hours 
they listened, spell-bound, to the reading of 
Scripture. It was a time of patriotic glow 
and deep thankfulness, a most opportune 
season for sowing the Word of God. For 
seven days this service held, running from 
six o'clock to noon. Spiritual famine was 
lelleved.

In terpreta tlon.
Thy word is sweeter than honey. Whose 

face does not lighten up at some new open­
ing of the meaning of Scripture? “Our 
hearts burned within us.” A large group 
of intelligent men spoke to the multitude, in 
groups, explaining what Ezra had read, 
causing tbe people to understand the law. 
Lifting up their hands, they ahswered, 
Amon, Amen. Then they bowed their heads 
and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
ihe ground. On one of these days a new 
emotion swept the hearts of the assembly. 
An awful impression of sin was created, and 
they burst Into uncontrollable weeping. By 
the law Is the knowledge of aln. The en­
trance of thy Word glveth light. Ezra and 
Nehemiah begged them not to weep, but 
rather to rejoice at the forgiveness and won­
derful goodness of God. Rather let us make 
merry. Go sit down to joyous meals in 
your homes and send something to cheer 
your poor neighbors. Religious emotions 
that do not turn us to practical religion are 
worthless. Help God to take care of his 
needy ones.

+ ♦ +
October 24, 444 B. C.

The blessed dedication revival ran for a 
month. On the second day was observed the 
feast of Tabernacles. Hearing it commanded 
in Moses' law, they went joyously forth, 
gathering branches of olive, myrtle, palm 
and thick trees to build booths on their 
roofs, as it Is written. There was great 

gladness, and day by day, unto the last, Ezra 
read out of the hook of the law. The clos­
ing service was on the 24th of October, a 
day of repentance and prayer. We may say 
that this was the epochal birthday of Juda­
ism. Ezra put the whole people under oath 
to support the Book of the Law. These two 
wonderful men, Ezra and Nehemiah, had 
brought tbe nation to spiritual resurrection. 
At last the purest religion on tbe earth has 
a home of its own In tbe land that God 
aware to give unto tbe fathers. Its ends 
are not. political, but spiritual, and hence 
it will endure forever.

Monday's Scripture Reading.—Ezra and 
Nehemiah Teach the Law. Neh. 8: 1-12.

Monday's Verse.—"All the people gath­
ered themselves as one man into the street."

Jerusalem is a new city. Kings, wealth, 
pomp and splendor are gone: priests, pov­
erty and simplicity prevail. No palaces, no 
army, no Independent state. Israel is now 
only a religious community in a Persian 
province. The old national hopes are dead, 
but the ideals of Abraham's faith and Moses' 
law still live. Disasters have brought her 
nearer to God, who maketh all things work 
together for good. It took tribulation to 
bring his people to appreciation of himself 
and his word. So Ezra read long hours, the 
teachers explained, and the people heard 
with a solemn delight.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading.—Jehovah's 
Goodness. Noh. 9: 1-16.

Tuesday's Verse.—“The children of Is­
rael were assembled with fasting, and with 
sackcloths, and earth upon them.”

October 24th, 444 B.C., was the Jewish 
"4th of July". The month of glorious re­
vival closes, inside the new wall. The New 
Jerusalem starts on her career, clothed in 
humble garments, but under great vows of 
consecration to God. Her purpose Is to keep 
the fire of true religion forever burning on 
her holy hill. Pathetic Is the contrast with 
the former magnificence and show of power, 
but the little flock has a strength In God, 
unknown In the times of splendor, it will 
endure until Jesus comes, four and a half 
centuries later, to find it degenerated into 
Sadduceelsm and Pharisaism.

+
Wednesday's Scripture Reading.—The

People's Ingratitude. Neh. 9: 16-25.
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Wednesday's Vehme.—“Thou gavest tby 

good Spirit to Instruct them.”
On tbe great day of repentance, confes­

sion and reconsecration, October 24, 444 B.C.. 
tbe teachers recounted tbe atory of Israel 
from Abraham down to that day. Tbo 
martyr, Stephen, in the Book of Acts, before 
the Sanhedrin, pursued tbe very same line 
of remark. In the lipa of these men, how­
ever, the recital was an humble confession 
to God; In Stephen's case It was a terrible 
Indictment, addressed to the persecuting 
council. The confession of long national In­
gratitude and rebellion humbled the people 
In the dust, and they pledged a new life of 
obedience.

Thvrnday'k Scripture RKADiNo.—Tbe 
Covenant Renewed. Neh. 9: 2G38.

Thursday’s Verne.—"Therefore thou de- 
llveredst into the hand of their enemies.”

"In the time of their trouble, they cried 
unto thee, and thou beardest them from 
heaven. But after they had rest, they did 
evil again before thee." Such is the dreary, 
uniform story. They delighted In the divine 
gifta, and forgot the Giver. "For thy great 
mercy's sake, thou didst not utterly con- 
Hume them. Behold, we are thy servants 
this day.” Now, in tbe land given unto 
their fathers, they are servants to Persia's 
king, subject to heavy burdens of taxation, 
and without hope of liberty. Yet, for all 
this evil of heathen domination, we loyally 
and lovingly renew our covenant with God 
to give him a faithful obedience.

Friday's Scriptl.be Reading—The Law of 
Jehovah. Psa. 19: 7-14.

Friday's Verhe — "Sweeter also than
honey.”

Here is tbe finest tribute to the excellences 
and powers of God's Word to be found in 
the Bible. Just notice the variety of names 
the poet applies to it: Law, Testimony, 
Statutes, Commandment, Fear, Judgments. 
These multiplied terms are designed to in­
dicate the wealth of Its meaning to men.

Look at Its effects: It restores the sou) in 
times of depression: it gives light to the 
open-minded; It rejoices Che heart; It solves 
perplexities; It never changes; It has no 
error; Its values are beyond thought; its 
rewards to the obedient are too great for 
calculation. It Is the one Book of all this 
world today.

Saturday's Bi rjptum Reading —Blessed­
ness of Law Keeping. Paa. 118: 1—16.

Saturday’s Verse—"I will delight myself 
in thy statutes."

This psalm seems to be the language of 
one who has been In deep affliction on ac­
count of faithfulness to God's truth. Rarely 
did a true prophet or devout servant of God 
escape pains and tribulations in all the life 
of Israel. The people's spiritual standard 
was high, but woe to the man who proposed 
to hold his nation and his neighbors to its 
requirements. Al! assented to it, but rare 
was the Individual who took It seriosuly and 
conscientiously. See how men are hated to­
day who insist on righteousness In trade and 
politics. Decent citizens say, unctuously, 
"preach the gospel and let the demons of in­
justice and corruption alone!” Yes, preach 
the gospel.

+
Sunday's Scripture Reading.—Eulogy of 

the Law. Psa. 119: 97-112.
Sunday's Verse.— “0, how I love thy law."
It is the most educative book on earth, 

because it reveals the majesty of the One 
Holy God, and the greatness of man, who is 
made in his image. It shows how men may 
rise up to tbe glory of divine perfection 
through faith In Christ and obedience to his 
will. When Daniel Webster wanted to make 
a great speech, he read Isaiah to get a lofty 
pitch for his thoughts. The great masters 
in sculpture, painting and music got their 
noblest themes from the Bible. The stories 
of most of the migbty men of history are 
in the Bible. The best men who have served 
their generations during the past twenty 
centuries drew their inspirations from the 
Bible.
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LESSON II. DECEMBER 16, 1917.

Nehemiah Enforces the Law of the Sabbath.

Motto Text.—"Remember tho sabbath 
day, to keep It holy.” (Exodus 20: 8.)

Lesson Parhaoe, Nehemiah 13: 15-22.
Memory Verses, 17, 18.

+ + +
Lesson Text.

15 1 In those days saw 1 In JfidAh sume 
treading wine presses on. the sabbath, and 
bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; as 
also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner 
of burdens, which they brought Into J^-rO - 
fuLlvm on the sabbath day: and I testified 
apainif them In the day wherein they sold 
victuals.

16 There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, 
wbicb brought fish, and all manner of ware, 
and sold on the sabbath unto the children of 
Jfi’dAh, and in J^-rfi’aA-k'm.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of 
Jfi ddh, and said unto them, What evil thing 
is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath 
day?

18 Did not your fathers thus, and did 
not our God bring all this evil upon us, and 
upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath 
upon Isrfl-dl by profaning the sabbath.

19 And it came to pass that when the 
gates of Jd-rfl sA-K'm began to be dark before 
the sabbath. I commanded that tbe gates 
should be shut, and charged that they should 
not be opened till after the sabbath: and 
tome at my servants set I at tbe gates, that 
there should no burden be brought In on the 
sabbath day.

20 So the merchants and sellers of all 
kind of ware lodged without JC-rfl'aA-lem 
once or twice.

21 Then I testified against them, and said 
unto them, Why lodge ye about tbe wall? 
if ye do so again, I will lay bands on you. 
From that time forth came they no more 
on the sabbath.

22 And I commanded the LA'vItes that 
they should cleanse themselves, and that 
they should come and keep the gates, to 
sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, O 
my God, concerning this also, and spare me 
according to the greatness of thy mercy.

One Hundred Years.
Nehemiah baa the courage of a prophet, 

the teal of a reformer, the swift perform­
ance of the lightning, and the devotion of 
a saint. Never Is there a hint of Indecision 
or weakness. His Is one of the finest repu­
tations in the Old Testament, and his little 
book is esteemed the best historical record 
bearing on the reestablishment and re-peo- 
pllng of Jerusalem. Nearly one hundred 
years had passed since Zerubbabel began the 
enterprise In much weakness. Progress bad 
been intermittently slow. The energetic 
competency of our great layman consoli­
dated the community, organized its forces, 
walled it against foes, purged it of un-Jew- 
Ish elements and set It forward In a vig­
orous corner of 400 years. He took a vaca­
tion and went to Babylon, and on return. 
432 B.C., began a rigid enforcement of Moses' 
law. “He impressed the stamp of bls spirit 
upon Judaism for all time and forced It to 
follow the course he had marked out. BuL 
for the energy of Nehemiah the whole his­
tory of humanity would have run an enltrely 
different course."

Be Ye Separate.
1. Familiar courtesies of intercourse with 

heathen and semi-heathen must stop. This 
is the necessary, good old Jewish purltan- 
Ism. A fawning priest had given Tobiah, an 
Ammonite, lodging in the temple. Governor 
Nehemiah hurled the man out of the city. 
All aliens must get out, and they did.

2. Mixed marriages were sternly forbid­
den. The pure blood of Abraham shall not 
be adulterated; the family shall be walled 
against moral infection. The half speech of 
Ashdod shall not be heard in the sports of 
the children on the streets. TJie son of the 
high priest married a daughter of Sanballat 
"I chased him from me," la Nehemiah's brief 
statement of the penalty. Remorseless thor­
oughness was the word. That racial exclu­
siveness holds to this day.

Keep the Sabbath.
On return be found trade and farming 

activities In full blast on the Sabbath. Stop
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it? Of course he did. He built a fence 
around the holy day, that no trader or 
farmer or huckster oould climb over. “I tes­
tified against Lhe law-breakers.” Deuteron­
omy was his law book, and he took it seri­
ously. Religion, to him, was not simply a 
round of pious ceremonies. He comforted 
the officials, and demanded that they enforce 
the law’. That is where laxity creeps in, In 
your town and county. Think of a con­
temptible town marshal or county sheriff 
winking at blind tigers. Send Nehemiah
after them. The Sabbath rabble of trades­
people about the gates vanished. That Sab­
bath strictness had degenerated Into an in­
tolerable burden in our Lord's day. He. too. 
sanctified it, but abolished the absurdities. 
The day of rest is rock-based in human na-. 
ture'a need, as well as In God's ordinations. 
Our Infringement of it would worry Nehe­
miah, and he would worry us.

God's Forsaken House.
He found the temple services practically 

abandoned. Are the priests and Levites re­
sponsible? No, and yet they are working 
on their farms for a living. The law for 
bids that. What is the matter? The people, 
in their penurious meanness, have refused 
to pay their tithes to support the temple 
worship. The religious orders can’t afford 
to starve, and here are your unopened doors 
and silent sanctuary. Does Nehemiah act? 
Assuredly, He roads the law book of Is 
rael, reproaches delinquents, levies a poll tax 
and gathers tithes. Servicer resume. What 
a governor! He committed Israel in cove­
nant with God to (1) separation. (2) Sab 
bath keeping, (3) pure marriage, (4) sup 
port of religion. He was a great man, an 
Ideal layman. What kind of a layman are
you? He was humble, absolutely unselfish.
a defender of the poor, an honest, fearless 
servant of God, an ornament to humanity, 
and a blessing to the civilized world.

Monday’s Scripture Reading,—Nehemiah 
Enforces the Law of the Sabbath. Nehe­
miah 13: 15-22.

Monday's Verse.—"I contended with the 
nobles.”

On return, 432 B.C., he saw some treading 
wine-presses, bringing in sheaves, lading 
asses, carrying all manner of burdens into 
Jerusalem. Heathen from Tyre sold fish and 
all manner of ware to the children of Judah.

All this on the Sabbath! What does be do? 
Denounce the laborers and traders? Not a 
bit of It. He denounced the officials. They 
are the responsible ones. Sworn to enforce 
the law, they have guiltily ignored their 
oaths of office. Their descendants are with 
us today. They take Ihelr salaries from the 
people and give a scant protection in return. 
Nehemiah deals with real law-breakers, the 
men really to blame. All praise to brave 
officials, all contempt for the cowards.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—The Sab­
bath Law. Exodus 20: 8-11; Deut. 6: 12 15.

Tuesday's Verse.—“Remember that thou 
wast a servant In the land of Egypt.”

Thur«day’h Verne.—“Blessed is the man 
that doeth thia.”

The Sabbath is urged on the reverence of 
the people by all the holy prophets. It is 
not simply a cessation of labor; It Is of 
great and permanent Importance to the 
maintenance of religion among men. Re­
ligion is the deepest element in the soul, the 
holiest Interest In the life. The success of 
life is achievement of character pleasing to 
God. The Sabbath pause In the rush of the 
world's activities gives opportunity for 
meditation and worship. Abolish the day. 
turn loose all the irreverent passions, and 
society plunges into godlessness. The 
brakes are taken off, and descent Is swift.

None are more prone to 
than those who have been

become tyrants 
slaves. It was

Important, as the people were soon to be 
masters of Canaan, to keep them in mind of 
their former hard servitude, and of their 
duties to their dependents. The seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it 
thou shalt not do any work, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy servants, nor thy 
boasts, nor the stranger within thy gates 
For, in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and rested on the seventh day. 
Wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day 
and hallowed it The Sabbath was made 
for man, and Its proper observance is indis­
pensable to the welfare of mankind.

Wednesday’s Scripture Rea di no. — Sab 
bath Observance. JeremiAh 17: 19-27.

Wednerday’8 Verse.—“Then will I kindle 
fire in the gates of Jerusalem.”

Friday's Scripture Reading.—Spirit of 
Sabbath Observance. Isaiah 58: 1-14.

Friday’s Verne.—“Call the Sabbath a de­
light.”

There Is such a thing as observing the 
forms of the Lord's day and missing its 
spirit Pharisees had a rigid observance, 
and yet lost Its sacred meanings. They made 
It tyrannize over man, and killed its soul. 
They made It look repulsive. That excess 
of rigidity was about as disastrous to re­
ligion as a total non-observance. Love of 
the day is vitally related to the love of God. 
The sanctities of It are to be transposed to 
all days. It means. In a high spiritual 
sense, the sacredness of all time. All days 
are equally holy with God, who demands the 
living sacrifice. A preserved Sabbath keeps 
this fact forever impressed.

Flagrant violations and profanations of the 
Sabbath afflicted the soul of weeping Jere­
miah. He loved God, he loved his people, 
and ho did his utmost to hold them to a di­
vine obedience. If anything Is true in this 
life, doing the will of God is the supreme law 
of security and happiness. The gross dose 
(ration of the Lord's day was the common 
sin of rulers and people. Tearing down Its 
sanctity meant also an Incoming tide of all 
kinds of impiety. The land had forgotten 
God and was ripening for destruction. 
Wickedness Is a traitor, it rots the manhood 
of a people, and Invites the enemy to an 
easy victory.

Thurkday’h Scriitlre Reading.—Sabbath 
Blessings. Isaiah 66: 1-8.

Saturday’s Scripture Reading.—Cure on 
the Sabbath. Luke 13: 10-17.

Saturday's Verse—“All bls adversaries 
were ashamed.”

The blind guides of Israel hampered the 
saving work of our Lord with their hide­
bound Sabbath prthodoxy. Literalism and 
externallsm were the banc of Judaism. Ne­
hemiah's good work has gone to seed. Devo­
tion to a system bad extinguished all human 
sympathy and delivered men Into hostility to 
the helping God. When a man's creed makes 
him indifferent to the claims of ordinary 
human kindness and pity, it has well-nigh 
transformed him into a devil. Yes; they 
were honest and conscientious. Made sin­
cere hypocrites by missing love to God and 
man and exalting their own views.

♦ .
Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Lord of the 

Sabbath. Matthew 12: 1-13.
Sunday's Verse.—“How much Is a man 

better than a sheep?”
They would pull their sheep out of a ditch 

on the Sabbath, but Jesus must not pull a 
man out of the clutch of disease and pain. 
They were unconscious of heartless stupid 
ity and inhumanity. Showing mercy to men 
is better than preserving a false and pitiless 
Interpretation of God's law of the Sabbath. 
I am Lord of the Sabbath. Preserve your 
Shallow and profane expositions of Its mean­
ings; I Invert your cruel order, and subordi­
nate it, as a servant of man, rather than his 
master. There is no better way of keeping 
it than by doing good to the children of sor­
row and’ affliction. To them, this was blas­
phemy. He ought to die.
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LESSON 12.

8 1 Will a man rob God?
robbed me. But ye aay, Wherein have we

Motto Text.—"Repent ye: for the king­
dom of heaven 1b at band.” (Matt. 3: 2.)

Lesson Passage, Malachi 3: 1-12.
Memory Verses, 1, 2.

Preparation for the Messiah

Lesson Text.
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and 

he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, 
he shall come, salth the Lord of hosts.

2 But who may abide the day of bis com­
ing? and who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and 
like fullers' soap:

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and puri­
fier of silver: and he shall ptirlfy the sons 
of L&'vl, and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an offer­
ing in righteousness.

4 Then shall the offering of JO'diih and 
Je-rfisfi-lem be pleasant unto the Lord, as 
in the days of old, and as in former years.

6 And I will come near to you to Judg 
ment; and I will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers, and against 
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, 
the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn 
aside the stranger from his right, and fear 
not me, salth the Lord of hosts.

6 For I am the Lord, I change not; there­
fore ye sons of Jfi'cob are not consumed.

7 S Even from the days of your fathers ye 
are gone away from mine ordinances, and 
have not kept them. Return unto me, and 
1 will return Unto you, salth the Lord of 
hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we re­
turn?

Yet ye have

robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 

robbed me,.even this whole nation.
10 Bring ye all the tithes Into the store­

house, that there may be meat in mine 
bouse, and prove me now herewith, salth 
the Lobd of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a

DECEMBER 23, 1917- 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.

11 And 1 will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakefl, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground; neither shall your 
vine cast her fruit before the time in the 
field, sal th the Loin of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: 
for ye shall be a delightsome land, aaith the 
Lord of hosts.

The Book.
Ths title, "Malachi,” means "my mesaen 

ger", and can hardly be the name of the 
prophet. Scholars say the author la un­
known, but the fact does not affect the worth 
of the message. It was written about 430 
B.C., according to learned opinion, just after 
Nehemiah's second visit to Jerusalem. The 
contents are in entire harmony with the 
moral and religious conditions then existing 
In Judah. The unknown prophet shows a 
fiery zeal for a purified Judaism, and main 
tains an unabated confidence In a coming 
One, who shall appear suddenly In his tern 
pie, to purify the sone of Levi, and to be a 
"swift witness” against the sins of the peo­
ple. "The sun of righteousness shall arise 
with healing in his wings". This was the 
sustaining hope of all Israel's noble proph­
ets, as they fought against overwhelming 
odds. In a burning passion, our prophet 
gives himself to the support of Ezra's and 
Nehemiah’s reformation.

Denunciations.
1. He attacks the Ignoble priests who de­

grade the services of God's house by allow 
Ing the people to bring for sacrifice animals 
that are sick, lame and blind. Like bold 
Nehemiah, he begins with the men "higher 
up”. “You leaders are responsible for rev 
erence and common honesty in the ceremon 
lai of our holy religion. You have put In 
suit on God. You offer polluted bread on 
his altar. You are appointed to teach the 
people in religious duty, not merely to offi­
ciate in ritual, and you have taught them 
to violate IL God will send a curse upon 

you and make you contemptible.” Pretty 
plain talk to priests.

2. He attacks the rich for Inhuman greed. 
"You oppress the hireling in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless.” Such men are 
the most dangerous criminals of society. God 
will smite them with the indignation of the 
people. It takes a brave man jto throttle the 
lordly Idolaters of unjust mammon, in any 
age. I can fancy them saying, "Why doesn't 
this preacher preach the gospel, and let busi­
ness and politics alone?"

3. He attacks the people for their covet- 
ousnesa. You covenanted with Nehemiah to 
pay your tithes for the services of religion, 
and you have not kept your vows. You have 
robbed God. Even this whole nation has 
robbed God. You are cursed with a curse. 
He was old-fashioned enough to think a 
church member ought to pay bls debts to 
God. How would you like a sermon in your 
church from this preacher?

4. He attacks the continued practice of 
intermarriage with the heathen, and the in­
creasing custom of divorce. Each of these 
evlla contributes to the rottenness of Hebrew 
society, and he spares not. You marry the 
daughters of strange gods; you deal treach­
erously with the wife of your youth. God 
hates both sins, and he will cut off the guilty 
man who commits either one. Malachi is 
the lightning stroke needed by a foul 
social atmosphere, always and everywhere. 
It Is not popular preacblng. But he was not 
all denunciation.

Tender Appeal. *
He is not Israel's enemy. He wounds to 

heal. Come back to God, O my erring peo­
ple! God's love calls to you. Ils unchange­
ableness is ground of mercy and the peni­
tents' hope. Return unto God, and he will 
open the windows of heaven and pour out 
upon you untold blessings. He comforts the 
faithful who have suffered for their stead­
fast devotion. Speak, one to another, com­
fort your hearts. God's cause cannot perish. 
Turn the eye of faith to the "Coming One”.

And so closes the last book in the Old Tes-
tament. It will be sunrise by and by.

Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Prepara­
tion for Messiah. Malachi 3: 1-12.

Monday’s Verse.—“He is like a refiner's 
fire."

Jehovah works to train and uplift his pec 
pie. Let his priests teach the Scripture and 

live it, not satisfied with observing rites and 
forma. This la the bane of priesthood 
through the ages. Preaching, opening and 
enforcing God's Word, is the supreme func­
tion of priest and prophet. Out of priest­
hood have sprung the vilest evils and dan­
gerous perversions in the whole field of re­
ligion. They have deceived and oppressed 
the people, pretending to occult and mysteri­
ous spiritual powers. The Catholic priest 
makes men think that his manipulation la 
the only way of salvation. It Is an erron­
eous superstition, an Insult to intelligence, 
an outrage on the gospel.

Tuesday's Scripture Reading.—God's Re- 
deehilng Love. Jeremiah 31: 1-9.

Tuesday's Verse.—“For I am a Father to 
Israel.”

‘‘Yea, I have loved thee with an everlast­
ing love.” The love of God makes the strong­
est appeal to the human heart The penal­
ties of sin utter loud voices of warning, and 
the preacher has to get motives from them, 
for the better life. But stronger far, is the 
motive drawn from the patient, suffering 
love of God. My sin strikes the Holy One. 
I have wounded the tender heart of my Fa­
ther. A boy’a sin brings him loss and shame.

willfulness.He may harden himself In
Thought, of the pang he has put in the inno­
cent heart of a mother is more apt to melt 
him. If love does not move him, appeal has 
gone to its limit.

Weuneijday’s Scripture Reading.—Happy 
Restoration. Jeremiah 31: 10-20.

Wednesday's Verse.—"I will turn their 
mourning into joy.”

There is something morally sublime in the 
strong but weeping calls of his people to a 
decent life before God. There wefe plenty 
of priests active before the altars, and men 
were thronging with their offerings, but re­
ligion was dead. The ordinances were main­
tained, but Immorality and ungodliness 
reigned. The shallowness and stupidity of 
the outward show sickened the heart of Jere­
miah. He taught religion as an inward real­
ity of heart and conscience, which shows it­
self in a godly walk and conversation. How 
they hated him. Yet the brave ihan pro­
claimed the forgiving love of God to sinners.

Thursday’s Scripture Reading.—Jeho­
vah's Compassion. Jeremiah 31: 21-30.
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ThuisDay's Verse.—“The fathers have 
eaten a sour grape.’*

Jeremiah says that the day of thia lying 
proverb has passed. "Our teeth are on edge 
because our fathers ate sour grapes." The 
meaning is, “If we are sinners, we can't help 
it; we got our natures from our parents. 
We are not responsible." This is an old He, 
very, comfortable to wrongdoers. "We did 
not make ourselves; we can't be held ac­
countable for the sins of our forefathers." 
Jeremiah explodes the falsehood, and presses 
home the fact of personal guilt and personal 
responsibility. You have heard men repeat 
this flimsy plea.

+
Friday's Scripture Reading.—The New 

Covenant. Jeremiah 31: 31-37.
Friday's Verse.—“I will put my law into 

their inward parts."
Here is a great lesson in spiritual reli­

gion. Exterior piety, in the ordinances of 
religion, by itself, was a sham and a delu­
sion. Priests and people resting in the out­
ward ritual were practical heathens, having 
the forms of godliness without Its power. 
The prophet, weary of vain shows, strikes 
into the heart of the matter, declaring the 
forms worthless without the Inner reality of 
a loving, obedient spirit. The essence of re­
ligion is In the state of the heart. It is the 
character of the man that appeals to God. 
His law must live in the thoughts, feelings, 
motives and purposes of men.

Saturday's Scripture Reading.—Future 
Blessedness. Jeremiah 33: 1-11.

LESSON 13.

Review.—God’s

Motto Text.—
"With Jehovah there is lovlngkindness, 
And with him is plenteous redemption."

(Psalm 130: 7.)
Read, Psalms 123 and 124.

God 'a Album.
The Bible is God's photograph album, 

showing the pictures of his servants from 
Abraham down to Jesus of Nazareth. The

Saturday's Verse.—“Jerusalem shall be a 
praise and an honor before all the nations 
of the earth.”

Think of it. This optimism, this quench­
less love of Israel, was written in a dungeon 
in Jerusalem. The rulers were trying to 
crush their only citizen who dared to point 
them to their hope in God. Sin is destroy­
ing the city, and Jeremiah Is punished as 
a criminal for saying so. What a great soul 
was that. Insuppressible, he writes in bls 
call, urging repentance on his people, and 
singing of the happiness and glory that God 
will send on the city. No wonder it is writ­
ten that the guilty world was not worthy of 
men like this. Jesus went this way, and died 
an optimist.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading,—The Sure 
Covenant. Jeremiah 33: 12-26.

Sunday’s Verse.—"In those days shall 
Judah be saved."

When the Lord, our Righteousness, shall 
live in the hearts of his people, then Judah 
shall be saved. His promise is sure, his 
covenant cannot be broken. The blessed 
God shall rule on the earth; it shall not be­
come the kingdom of darkness. Good Is eter­
nal and evil is transient. The succession of 
day and night cannot be abolished, and Just 
as absolutely sure Is tfie relation between 
the redeeming love of God and a regenerated, 
happy Jerusalem. What magnificent faith in 
God In the darkest day of bls life! The 
logic is good, if the Lord God Omnipotent 
relgneth. Increase our faith.
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Redeeming Love.

Lord teaches faith, unselfishness, courage, 
patriotism, humility and love in abundant 
biography. He knows the Intense human In­
terest in personality; so, instead of discus 
sions of subjects, he gives the story of a life 
illustrating those subjects. By all means, 
then, study his immortal picture gallery. 
Don't talk to me about faith; rather tell me 
about a great believer. Don't discuss cour­
age; give me the story of a hero. Please 
don't bore me on "education”, but introduce 
me to a great educator. That is God's way. 
Folks are more interesting than themes.

Tell your preacher about this. Yea, be can 
give you a better sermon on Nehemiah than 
on "consecration". God wants to teach us 
by photograph, and his book Is full. Why 
not take the hint?

The Restoration.
Moses organized Israel's Commonwealth, 

In which religion was'to have and did have 
the chief place. Elijah preserved the or­
ganization against Ahab's destructive idola­
try. One service is Just as necessary and 
honorable as the other. Zerubbabel and 
Nehemiah did the great work of restoration. 
With tt^elr stories, running from 537 B.C. to 
430 B.C., the Old Testament closes. Restora­
tion was wrought under the Persian au­
thority, favored and aided by the kings, as 
a measure of political policy. Without 
Persia the building of Jerusalem was impos­
sible.

Zerubbabel.
Doesn't he make a noble picture? All the 

qualities of fine manhood shine in his face. 
God means you and me to see the model o» 
character, which he desires in ua. God's 
album is not for entertainment, but for 
moral suggestion and stimulus. He was of 
David's line, and possibly thought it might 
be the divine purpose to make hjm king in 
Jerusalem. It was not to be. David's family. 
In him, disappears from history. He nobly 
volunteered to rebuild the temple in the 
days of Israel’s weakness and poverty. The 
Persian governor of Syria, Tattenal, raised 
objections and reported to th< king. The 
king looked up the court records and found 
Cyrus’ commission authorizing Governor 
Zerubbabel to build, and sent back this 
quieting warning; that if any man make 
more difficulty in this matter, he shall be 
hanged on a beam taken from bls own 
house. Haggai and Zechariah were his In­
valuable helpers in pushing the temple to 
completion. 'To them belongs a large credit 
in the erection of Zerubbabel a temple.

Nehemiah.
Seventy years after the dedication of the 

new temple this noble cupbearer of the king 
comes, a governor, to build the walls, with­
out which there can be no strong city. 
Magnificent layman! Look at him, brethren, 
in the pew. Answers his own prayer for a 
wall? Yes, "let me build it." Chilled by 
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the cold reception of the local priests? Yes, 
but unmoved. Unwelcome, too, to Jealous 
heathens in Palestine? Yes, but not dis­
mayed. Do they try to frustrate him by 
ridicule? Then by threats? Then by 
treachery, and last by hired traitors in his 
own camp? He rallied his Inefficient forces, 
put his Indomitable spirit in them, and in 
fifty-two days the almost impossible task 
was done. It was a masterly performance. 
He had the energy and stroke of Stonewall 
Jackson. Look on that face. See determi­
nation, tact, energy, insight and devoutness 
written on IL He Is not a priest nor a 
prophet, but a noble layman, and the peer 
of Illustrious Jews. Be a Nehemiah. That 
is God's whisper as you gaze on him.

Monday’s Scripture Reading.—Returning 
from Captivity. Ezrad: 1-11.

Monday's Verse.—"His God be with him 
and let him go up to Jerusalem."

A new sun rose on the Hebrews when 
Cyrus broke the yoke of Babylon. God used 
the heathen king. The then most Important 
human interest was the rebuilding of the 
temple on Mount Zion. It did not seem so 
to men of that day. It was a political move 
on the part of Cyrus, but on God's part it 
was a link in the scheme of world redemp­
tion. Volunteers responded, and off they 
went to found a new holy city. Strange that 
the religious hope of the world hangs by 
that caravan of poor Jews now camping In 
the der.ert, now shouting and weeping among 
the wrecks of old Jerusalem. It is even so.

Tuesday’s Scripture Reading.—Advent of 
the Messiah. Matt. 2: 1-12.

Tuesday's Verse.—"Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews?”

It Is 430 years since Malachi made the 
solemn forecast of the Coming One. He 
wrote out of a desolate age, when idolatry 
darkened the world, and the Abrahamic 
faith flickered low. But In the heart of 
Jews in every age there lived a deathless 
hope, an Invincible faith in God. Realiza­
tion dawns in the birth of a babe In Bethle­
hem. The power of God and the wisdom of 
God is folded up in Infancy and sheltered 
In a manger. Why not in a palace? The 
mass of the human family lives in poverty’s 
vale, and the Redeemer’s lot is cast among 
them. He identifies himself with the lowly, 
that he may win them the easier.
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Wednesday's Scripture Readi.no.—Ezra’s 
Return from Babylon. Ezra 8: 21-32.

Wednesday's Verse.—"The hand of our 
God Is upon all them for good that seek 
him.”

Friday's Scripture Readino.—Nehemiah’s 
Prayer Answered. Neb. 2: 1-11.

Friday’s Verhe.—"So I came to Jerusa­
lem."
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516 B.C. the returned Jews dedicated the 
new temple, then a sudden silence of fifty­
eight years fell on the story. Conditions 
were bad, no progress was made. Ezra, the 
scholar of his day, determined to give him­
self to the task of strengthening Jerusalem. 
There was no wall for protection, there was 
no vigorous life, civic or religious. Free 
social intercourse with the heathen led to 
intermarriage and consequent idolatry. That 
was the moral disease that destroyed Jeru­
salem 130 years before. Bravely he began 
to root the evils out, but it was only a half­
won battle.

Thursday's Scripture Reading.—Nehe­
miah's Prayer. Neh. 1: 1-11.

Thursday's Verhe.—"Grant him mercy in 
the sight of this man.”

Does be believe that God can incline the 
king of Persia to favor the plan to build 
walla round Jerusalem? True. The king's 
friendship for Nehemiah was one way of 
doing it. His heart is touched at the sad 
countenance of his cupbearer, and instinc­
tively he wanted to remove the cause. Then 
the old national policy, instituted nearly 
one hundred years before, exactly harmon­
ized with the request. Friendship, pity, 
policy moved the monarch to let his servant 
go. God's providence had brought about 
these facts. Make known all your wants to 
God. Cast all your care on him, for he 
careth for you.

"Name the time you wish to be absent," 
"’Md the king, and he did so, tne king con­

senting. Then he asked the king for pass 
porta through intervening provinces, and 
also an order to get timber in a certain
Palestine 
granted, 
governor 
him; his

forest. That, loo, was promptly 
along with a commission as 
of Jerusalem. God's favor is on 
prayer is answered in full. Per- 

sla's approval is on him. The strong, de­
termined man will do the rest The churches 
need laymen like Nehemiah. Do you know 
anyone like him?

Saturday's Scripture Readino.—Nehe­
miah Rebuilds the Wall. Neh. 4: 7-21.

Saturday's Verse.—"None of ua put off 
our clothes.”

The story of this immortal layman is one 
of Lhe most inspiring in the Old Testament. 
No man can read it and not feel that he 
must be stronger and nobler. Building that 
wall required the finest qualities in true 
manhood. There was not a slip or break in 
tact, courage, patience or resolution. As 
reformer, twelve years later, he was relent­
less and stern. His pity for separated hus­
bands, wives and children could not change 
bls policy for the purity of Jewish religion 
against the perils of Idolatry.

Sunday’s Scripture Reading.—Nehemiah 
Enforces the Law of the Sabbath. Neb. 13: 
15-22.

Sunday’s Verhe.—"I commanded that the 
gates should be shut,”
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There was the beginning of Jewish strict­
ness of Sabbath observance. The rules mul­
tiplied until, in our Lord's time, the day had 
become a burden. The abuse of the holy 
day offended Nehemiah. The gates of the 
city, which bad been standing wide open for 
traders on that day, were suddenly closed, 
much to the confusion and anger of many. 
But it had to stand, and the people behaved 
themselves accordingly. Let officials en­
force the law or resign.
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