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The House at the End of the Lane
By CLARENCE £. FLYNN

! i I look through the shadows of mist and of rain,
! ! The changes of gladness and tears,
j To a dear little house at the end of the lane
j That was mine in the vanishing years.

I sec the old doorway with vines overgrown,
! And the dooryard with blossoms so fair.

And the light in the window that cheerfully shone 
When my mother kept watch for me there.

I look through the distances stretching ahead 
i (They too shall mix pleasure and pain),
I And see past the years that so soon will be sped

A house at the end of the lane.
It stands on the shore of the glimmering sea 

j I Where the heavenly multitudes wait.
A light in the window is shining for me, 

And my father is there at the gate.
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Fluttering Curtains
By ALICE WHITSON NORTON

In a gown as drab and cheerless as the 
sunless morning peeping through the closely 
curtained windows, Jeane Matthews went 
about setting her house in order for the 
day.

At a large bay window in the east side 
of her home, she paused for a moment’s re­
flection to gaze at the half-open window 
of her next-door neighbor, through which 
she caught the glimpse of fluttering white 
curtains.

“I wonder if Gloria Shawn is losing her 
mind?” murmured Jeane to herself. ‘‘Re­
gardless of this disagreeable weather, she 
leaves her windows open.”

The entrance of Mrs. Hicks, a woman of 
the neighborhood, interrupted the medita­
tion but did not banish the thought, and 
scarcely had the caller gotten comfortably 
seated until Jeane called her attention to the 
windows of the next house.

“She’s always been like that,” declared 
Mrs. Hicks, “and I’ve known her for more 
than five years—she says there’s something 
so homey about fluttering white curtains.”

“Homey?” repeated Jeane, giving a glance 
at her own immaculate surroundings. “I 
call it nothing less than absolute foolish­
ness.”

“I once did,’* admitted Mrs. Hicks, “but 
Gloria Shawn has taught me a lot of things 
about home-making.”

“I’ve never returned her call,” said Jeane 
thoughtfully. "Just felt as if we wouldn’t 
have much in Common, so didn’t bother to 
cultivate her acquaintance.”

“Funny,” mused Mrs. Hicks, “how people 
feel like that towards Mrs. Shawn when 
they first meet her. I had the same sort 
of sensation, and yet she has been the one 
person in this community that has grown 
sweeter and dearer and more helpful than 
all the rest put together. She’s a wonderful 
woman when you know her, Jeane.”

Mrs. Hicks was the only woman that 
Jeane knew when she came to live in 
Ravenswood, a country-like village, located 
some fifteen miles from a thriving metrop­
olis, and really she was the only one that 
Jeane intended to know when she first
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<same, because she already had all the 
friends she needed—folks that she had 
grown up with in Jasper, the city from 
which she had moved when Joe's health 
necessitated country air.

These same friends, she resolved, would 
be sufficient for her, for they would remain 
in the country no longer than her hus­
band’s health demanded. Yet as time went 
by and the Matthews continued to live in 
Ravenswood, Jeane’s old friends came less 
and less to visit her, until finally she found 
herself spending entirely too much time 
alone for her own good, and yet the ac­
tivities of Ravenswood held no attraction 
for her whatever.

Her church affiliations were in Jasper, 
and no amount of persuasion on her hus­
band’s part had caused her to change them; 
when she wanted to hear a good sermon 
she went to Jasper for it, when she wanted 
amusement she went to Jasper. But there 
came a time in her life when she wasn’t 
able to ijun back and forth as she had been 
in the habit of doing. An accident in an 
automobile had left her slightly crippled, 
and limping through the city streets was 
a bit too strong for her pride. Then it 
happened that she began to lose caste in her 
own eyes.

With nobody coming by there was no rea­
son for her keeping herself tidy, with no­
body dropping in there was no reason to 
keep the parlor doors open. But the house 
was her hobby. From morning till night 
she went from room to room dusting, clean­
ing, polishing—everything on the inside 
looked as if it were on display; so primly 
were things arranged, one dared not move 
a chair or lift a book from the case.

So orderly was the house that Joe found 
the club more enjoyable, and frequently 
stayed in town until the ten o’clock express.

Susie, the oldest daughter, and Jim, the 
only son, frequently telephoned home that 
they were staying in town with friends; 
this particular incident taking place while 
Mrs. Hicks was calling, caused the mother 
to speak openly the feeling in her heart.

“Can you imagine,” she said peevishly, 
“why my children prefer staying in town 

at nights to coming to such a clean, lovely 
spot as this?”

Mrs. Hicks eyed the clean, lovely spot 
with appreciative eyes.

“Once, my dear,” she said presently, “I 
couldn’t have understood in the least why 
they would prefer doing so, but I can now.”

“You can?” exclaimed the woman in 
amazement.

"Yes,” replied Mrs. Hicks, “I can under­
stand; they want a home to live in—not a 
house.”

“A home!” exclaimed Jeane Matthews in 
surprise. "What would you call this if not 
a home?”

"A house,” answered Mrs. Hicks thought- 
fully—“only a house—it is .so clean and so 
well kept the youngsters dare not live in 
it—they only breathe.”

“How dare you tell me these things to 
my very face?” questioned Jeane Matthews 
eagerly.

"Why not tell them to your face? It's the 
truth, and I can tell you because I once 
made the same mistake that you are mak­
ing—I drove myself like a slave morning, 
noon and night, accepting no help from any­
body, letting the children see that I was 
slaving my life away for their pleasure— 
maybe I would have gone on forever if it 
hadn’t been for your next-door neighbor.”

“You mean Gloria Shawn?” asked Jeane 
Matthews.

Mrs. Hicks nodded her head in the af­
firmative.

“Gloria,” she continued presently, "uses 
the best of everything she has for her fam­
ily; the house they live in is their recrea­
tion ground, and the children help her keep 
it.”

“But think of the muss and confusion 
that must go on over there—why, some­
times I hear their piano going at eleven 
o’clock at night—and it’s nothing uncommon 
to see a light in their kitchen at midnight.”

"Sure it isn’t,” agreed Mrs. Hi*s. “My 
youngsters enjoy going there more than 
anywhere else in town because they have 
such a good time. Why only a few’’evenings 
ago they had a party over there, and just 
as they were breaking up, somebody sug­
gested having some candy, and Gloria her­
self invited the bunch to take off their hats 
and come to the kitchen while she made 
it.”

“How silly!” muttered Mrs. Matthews. 
“The idea of mussing up your kitchen at 
eleven o’clock at night!”

"Looks a little silly,” agreed Mrs. Hicks 
as she arose to leave, “but there was the 
consolation of knowing that she had her 
children under her own wing at least. I’ve 
learned lots from Gloria’s home-making 
ways, and my children clinging closely to me 
as they do, is the greatest pay possible.”

“Having one’s children at home-—” mur­
mured Jeane Matthews after her visitor 
had gone—“I wonder—”

Across the room, she looked again at the 
fluttering curtains, and presently she 
slipped into a clean house dress and went 
calling herself.

Just what transpired during the two 
hoUrs that followed only Jeane Matthews 
and Gloria Shawn knew, but that night 
when the Matthews crowd arrived home, 
little exclamations of delight burst from 
their lips.

The doors to the trig living room with 
its polished furniture were thrown wide 
open; books were scattered about the table, 
the windows regardless of the dismal 
weather, were lowered from the top, and 
the whole place was saturated with the 
odor of spice cake, while the mother her­
self was wearing the brightest little frock 
she possessed.

"Well, mother!” exclaimed Jimmy, giving 
her a tender caress, “but this is great! I’d 
think I was over at Mrs. Shawn’s if my 
eyes were shut.”

“Is her home so much more attractive 
than yours, son?” the mother asked eagerly.

"It usually is,” admitted the youth, “but 
somehow things don’t look like they usually 
do around here. What you been doing, 
mumsy?”

“I’ve been learning things, sonny,” an­
swered the mother with a smile, “and our 
house isn’t going to be only a house any 
more—we are going to have a regular home, 
and you and Sue and daddy will have to 
help me keep it.”

“Believe me, Jeane,” interrupted the voice 
of father Matthews from the depths of a 
big lounging chair that he was sitting in 
for the first time in months, "papa’s willing 
to do anything to keep this up.”

"And you can count on me to wash the 
best china every day in the year,” called 
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Sue from the dining room after a hasty 
glance at the beautifully laid table.

A Whiff of wind coining from the west, 
fluttered the white curtains considerably. 
Father looked at mother, and the children 
looked at each other.

“Hadn’t we better close the window, 
dear?” asked the man gently. “ ’Twill ruin 
the curtains.”

“No,” answered the woman. “It may soil 
them, but they can be laundered; there’s—” 
she paused for a moment, measuring her 
words before she said them—“there’s some­
thing so homey about white curtains flut­
tering in the winds at an open window— 
don’t you think so, dear?”

“Fluttering curtains—” repeated the man 
softly—“that’s all we needed to make the 
home scene complete—but why this sudden 
change?”

“Isn’t it enough,” murmured the woman 
softly, “that I’ve made it, without asking 
the why and wherefore?”

“Sure it is,” agreed the man, rising to get 
a breath of fresh air—it’s quite enough; 
a house regardless of how fine it may be, 
is only a home when it’s homey—and flut­
tering curtains—” Just then the man's 
eyes were turned to the house next-door, 
and a smile spread over his face, but no­
body looking on knew that the man in 
seeing the fluttering white curtains through 
the window of Gloria Shawn’s house read 
the secret of the transformation at home.

Home
By MRS. H. L. RILEY

Home is the circle complete, 
The gold band devoid of alloy.

Its purpose is one that’s replete 
With ideals of service and joy.

Its service to mankind is fraught 
With deeds of unselfish love;

Denoting a sameness of thought 
To the Father who dwelleth above.

Its joy is the outcome of deeds 
Done without any thought of gain, 

A satisfied longing that leads
Into paths that are simple and plain.

The Parents Part in 
Punctuality
By J. IV. ATTEBERRY

Punctuality is an important factor in the 
development of a Sunday school and is 
one of the foundation principles for a suc­
cessful career in life. Parents are in many 
cases responsible for the children grow­
ing up with slack notions regarding this 
important element of character.

How much more smoothly would the ma­
chinery of the Sunday schools move if pa­
rents everywhere would see to it that their 
children are in their places ready for the 
opening exercisers every Sunday morning. 
The time to begin this training i&. in the 
early years of a child’s life and it is well 
to take every opportunity to teach him the 
value of being on time. Having brought the 
lesson clearly before him, we should then 
give him to understand that we are depend­
ing upon him to Im* punctual. This expectant 
attitude on our part goes a long way toward 
achieving that for which we are striving.

William A. McGarry in a recent number 
of the American Magazine, in speaking of 
the way Mrs. Mary Kelly trained her large 
family of children, emphasizes the impor­
tance of what we have been saying. The 
writer tells us that the ten children who 
grew to manhood and womanhood attended 
school on an average of eight years each, 
so for the ten of them the time would be 
equal to eighty years of school life and 
during all this time, as the writer tells us, 
there was just one tardy mark recorded 
against them.

In referring to the record Mrs. Kelly 
said: “I told you, as you remember, that 
Grace always had a weak heart. One day 
she was a little late in starting for school. 
She could have made it even then by run­
ning. But I wouldn’t allow her to do it. 
And that was the only time one of my chil­
dren was tardy at school.”

“Why should they be late?” she con­
tinues. “Nobody has a right to be. Did 
you ever try to think of what would happen 
if everybody was late for a single day? Be­
fore night the whole world would be in a 
tangle which only the good God himself 
could straighten out.

“I tried to teach my children to feel re­
sponsibility about this. If one of the boys 
went out in the evening, I asked him what 
time he. would be home. And if he said 
nine o’clock, he got home at nine o’clock 
even if he had to run a mile. It didn’t 
occur to him that he could be lute.”

This was the way Mrs. Kelly treated the 
matter of punctuality and as a result of 
such a system of training from the earliest 
years of their_childhood we are not sur­
prised that her five sons are all winning 
fame and fortune in their chosen profes­
sions. And while this is true, it is also evi­
dent that they are enjoying the best things 
in life because their mother was just as 
careful to develop in them all the other ele­
ments of a well-rounded character.

As members of the Home Department 
we can render a worthwhile service to the 
Sunday school by training our children to 
be on time. While doing this we will be 
helping to form in their lives habits of 
punctuality, which will admit theqi to many 
open doors of opportunity as they go on 
through life.

An important position was open in a 
large business corporation which prom- 
ised great possibilities for advancement to 
the proper person. The manager made an 
appointment with a young man to see him 
at a certain hour. When the time came 
the young man was a few minutes late. 
On being asked by the manager why he 
failed to keep his appointment he said, “I 
did not think a few minutes would count 
much.” Looking the young man squarely in 
the face the manager said, “We are in the 
habit of counting seconds in this establish­
ment and for that reason cannot use you."

If the young man had been schooled in 
punctuality at home he would have stood 
a fine chance to score a victory that day, 
while as it was he went aw’ay wit^a con­
sciousness of defeat. How many young 
people are losing out every day by being 
a little too late, when the cause for the 
failure can be traced to a lack of proper 
training in the home.

It will mean much to the coming genera­
tion when home and Sunday school unite 
to place the proper emphasis on punctuality.

Did It Pay?
By GRACE BOTELER ALLEN

“It would be different if I had a pull,” 
sighed Robert, carefully combing his sleek 
pompadour as he gazed complacently into 
the mirror at the reflection of th^ smooth 
surface, the unlined forehead and the 
thoughtful blue eyes. “But because I have 
not one influential friend, I cannot get 
work. Though I have' secured my diploma, 
what good will it do me?"

Mrs. Benson, sewing by the window, 
smiled doubtfully upon her son whom she 
had been watching ever since he began to 
comb his hair and to frown. Since his 
father’s death she had worked, planned, 
prayed: by the help of her hands and a 
shining machine, she had sent him, happy, 
care-free, to high school. He had grad­
uated in June. After a summer in the 
country, they had returped to the city where 
Bob was to seek a position.

“If I had some one to boost me,” he 
fretted. The little mother with eyes so 
like those of the big boy, looked, then burst 
into a ringing laugh.

*‘A boy with such a brain, such hands, 
such eyes, such strength need a pull,” she 
mocked. "Now if it was crippled Johnny 
who sits all day selling newspapers, it 
would be different. If Johnny had legs like 
yours wouldn't he consider himself lucky?”

“Perhaps he would,” Robert wrinkled his 
smooth forehead into disfiguring frowns, 
“but we have different ideals. Now John­
son’s uncle put him into the International 
and pays him a hundred and fifty per. All 
he does is sit at a desk and order folks 
about.”

The little mother laughed again, but her 
face was thoughtful. “In this world, folks 
do not get something for nothing,” she spoke 
slowly, "honesty and hard work alone win 
success. Friends may help one another in 
getting positions, but they cannot keep them 
there. You have friends who are influ­
ential. There’s Mr. Rawlins who loved you 
when you were a baby. Why not ask him?”

Robert looked moodily away from their 
shabby home to a wonderful place on the 
avenue where the old millionaire lived. 
Many a nickel, many a joy had been given 
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the boy who now saw fit to ignore all these 
favors.

“Oh, he wanted to amuse himself with 
the kid,” sneered Bob. ‘‘He could give me 
a position as easily as he crooks his finger 
but—”

“There are the church people,” continued 
mother hopefully. “You have been so faith­
ful In attendance at Sunday school that 
several mentioned the fact to me. Mr. Jones 
could advise you even though he has no 
work for you to do.”

Robert turned wrathfully away. “Moth­
er,” he cried impetuously, “when I hear peo­
ple speak of joining the church for social 
or financial benefit, I feel like crying: 
‘fraud.’ Oh, yes, they are friendly when 
we’re at church; but meet them on the 
street, and they greet you with a vinegar 
smile that makes you wish you had riot 
met them. They’re brothers at church—if 
you wear good clothes and keep up your 
end. The minute you need help, they don’t 
know you. They either refuse outright or 
help you as though you were a pauper.”

“Robert, I am hurt, ashamed,” gasped 
his mother, “I reared you to believe—”

“I know it, momsie,” the boy turned sor­
rowfully on his mother, "but since I have 
been seeking work, I have learned that we 
were both blind.”

He jammed his hat recklessly over his 
head, pulled on his coat and strode out into 
the street. A cold rain was falling. It 
pelted the pedestrians, turned the grime of 
the streets into a filthy river. With the 
rain came a wind which howled about the 
corners of the house and whistled through 
the chimneys. Relentlessly Bob strode on.

He walked so rapidly and Was so busily 
thinking, that before he realized it, he 
reached the Navigation Company’s plant 
whose great piers stretched for miles along 
the waterfront and offered shelter for tons 
of lumber, fruit and other supplies. Now, 
they were almost empty. A few coal barges 
lay alongside. In the summer, at a picnic, 
Bob had come with a gay party of young 
people who had laughed at his jokes and 
praised his music. Then he was care-free. 
Today, he knew the tragedy of belonging to 
the army of the unemployed.

“I’ll ship on a Vessel—any thing that’s 
honorable,” he decided. Bob crammed his 
hat over his eyes to shut out the disturbing 

light which shone from the big office. Bob 
fumed:

“When I went to Mr. Jones, who could 
have given me a dozen jobs, he said to 
see the superintendent He’s a church mem- 
ber,” Bob angrily slammed himself into a 
seat by the door. “The idea of the presi. 
dent of the company saying he could not 
hire one boy! I think it was a lie. Well, 
I’ll try these people anyhow.’’

With a swagger and a bravado which he 
did not feel, Bob hurried to the shipping 
clerk, pitied himself as he made the request, 
but when the clerk answered: “Navigation 
is closed,” tears sprang to Bob’s eyes and 
as he whirled he looked directly into the 
kind face of Mr. Jones.

“Good morning. How are you?” asked 
the millionaire pleasantly as he extended 
his hand.

“All right physically; worried, mentally, 
been all over town and can’t get Work, 
thought I’d ship on one of the vessels, 
but found that navigation was closed.”

“It is a good thing, if you had such in- 
tentions,” said Mr. Jones deliberately, "the 
sea is no place for you, Robert.”

“But I must work. Mother is depending 
on my help. Haven’t you something? 1’11 
sift ashes for good pay.” The big man 
smiled into the eager face. “Your spirit is 
commendable but scarcely wise,” he said 
ponderously, “It will pay to look about. 
Everything depends upon where you be­
gin your career. Give me your name and 
address and you may hear from me.”

Robert dragged wrathfully, shiverlngly 
homeward. The cozy house, the warm sup­
per, the bright fire made him forget his 
trials. Morning, with stinging sleet and 
cold came all too soon.

When Bob had hastily swallowed his 
breakfast and pulled on his coat, Mrs. Ben­
son expostulated: "It’s no use to go so early, 
dear. Wait a few days until the weather 
moderates. We are not on the verge of 
starvation.”

“We must do something, mother,” he 
choked. "If the church folks did as they 
should, we might manage. The postman is 
stopping. I hope its nothing bad. 1’11 go 
to the door.”

A long, slim letter carrying the return 
address of the Lagonda National Bank lay 
in the box. Bob looked at It, wondering 

why they were writing to him. Probably it 
was an advertisement. He held it to the 
light then with the air of a martyr, he 
jerked out the sheet containing a few type­
written lines.

“Kindly call at our office at 10:30 in re­
gard to the position of which you were 
talking.” What could it mean? He had 
not applied for a position there. He re­
turned to the living room and laid the let­
ter before his mother. After they had 
read it and wondered, he donned his best 
suit, brushed his overcoat, re-brushed his 
sleek pompadour. In fifteen minutes he was 
hurrying toward the bank. Exactly on 
the minute he was ushered into the office 
of the finest bank in the city and came face 
to face with the president, a member of his 
church.

“I received your card,” began Robert 
when the greetings were over, “I didn’t ex­
actly understand.” The president smiled 
encouragingly. “I am obliged to tell^you 
that I did not apply for a place, as glad 
I would be to have one, I must be honorably 
about it. Probably it was some other—”

“You did not apply, but last summer, 
before school ended, a friend who was 
anxious for you to start right, mentioned 
you to me. If you can fill the place, you 
will start at ninety per month.” Bob’s heart 
beat rapidly. “Could you begin work to­
morrow?”

“I’ll be glad to start. Must I have refer­
ence and bond?” The old gentleman shook 
his head, laid his hand on the boy’s shoul­
der.

"We have references; some of the best 
in the world. Would you like to read 
them?” he smiled as he spread a typed sheet 
upon the desk. At once Bob recognized the 
cramped queer script of Mr. Rawlins.

"To whom it may concern. I know Rob­
ert Benson to be honest, industrious and 
a hustler. He has been my neighbor for 
over six years and I have never seen any 
thing but the best. f

John Rawlins.”
"Such a recommendation from one’s 

neighbor is worth something,” smiled the 
president. “This is from Mr. Harwood, 
this from Mr. Jones and Mr. Ross.” He 
stopped short. “Did you know that posi­
tions like this are hard to get?”

"I’ve learned that it is hard to get any 
kind,” said Robert sadly.

“Would you like to know why you were 
recommended by these experienced men?” 
Bob’s eyes answered. “Last spring, one of 
our largest stockholders told me of a boy 
who had been a faithful attendant at Sun­
day school since he was a small boy.” Bob 
looked up quickly. “And he said that he 
was looking for a place where the boy 
would have a chance for advancement. ‘If 
you can place him advantageously, I will 
consider it a personal favor,* said our 
wealthiest customer, Mr. H. E. Jones.”

Bob gasped and remembered his unjust 
criticisms. While he had criticised, Mr. 
Jones was trying to help him.

"I, too, am a member of the First 
Church,” continued the president, "and be­
came interested in you when you sang little 
songs on Children’s Day. I wanted to help, 
too. Now do you understand?”

"Indeed, I do. Thank you, sir,” caroled 
Bob’s deep voice. “I appreciate this more 
than I can say. Su/e I’ll be here in the

orning.”
The wind was blowing a gale when he 

burst out into the street. When he reached 
home, the room was dark and the fire was 
low but he saw his mother kneeling with 
her open Bible in her hands and suddenly 
everything became as bright as midday. 
For as the boy told of how the members of 
the church had watched and planned for 
one of the least of these, he realized that 
other help had come, too, when his mother 
had prayed for him.

Peace
By EVANTHA CALDWELL

The heart that keeps one still, sweet hour
For God has found its source of power:

When hurryings to and fro are still
And quiet the impulsive will,

Then come ascending thoughts, rare, fine— 
Like angels’ wings they flash and shine;

And lift the soul from earth-cares up 
To quaff rich peace from Heaven’s cup.
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Mops and Morals
By IDA R. FARGO

“Tired of seeing the same things? . . . 
Well /’m tired of seeing Mrs. Martin’s mop 
swing eternally from her back porch rail­
ing!”

Two neatly dressed women were turning 
the corner ahead of me. Some queer freak 
of the varying wind sent their words full 
in my face, like a slap of sudden sleet. I 
gasped. The last sentence struck me with 
peculiar force: You see, I am Mrs. Martin. 
And in that split second of time before an­
other step took her out of sight, I had 
recognized the fastidious little neighbor 
whose back porch steps ran down perilously 
close to my own. Instinctively I followed 
her glance; my eyes fled in between the 
houses, fearful of what they might see. 
Yes, there were my mop rags fluttering 
freely in the April breezes, not making a 
particularly artistic picture. I suddenly 
realized that my fastidious little neighbor 
had a sizable family; doubtless she stayed 
more hours in her kitchen than did I—and 
her windows looked straight into my back 
yard!

A flush burned over my cheeks. At home, 
everyone had always said I was as neat as 
the proverbial pin; and here, at the end of 
my first year of housekeeping, my neighbors 
were criticizing me openly on the public- 
highway. ... I felt insulted, hurt, cha 
grined. But thanks to an ingrained train­
ing, I always search—like Diogenes after 
an honest man—for my opponent’s point of 
view. As a matter of pride 1 would meet my 
critics with absolute fairness; I am an 
advocate of the square deal. But to do 
this one can never shut one’s self up to 
brooding over a personal grievance; one 
must get out and, figuratively, walk all 
around a subject.

But, this time, the subject was such that 
I could walk around it quite literally.— 
Slowly and with firm intent I meandered 
■bout the block holding my home four 
different times, taking notes from my neigh­
bor’s viewpoint; and ten times from ten 
different ugly angles I glimpsed the flutter­
ing rags of the offending mop! Deep tingles 
of conscious shame incited me to swift 
action: before taking off my hat I trans­

ferred the odious article to a less con­
spicuous spot.

But peace of mind was not yet my re­
ward. How many other things were there 
outside to offend one’s ethical code, one’s 
fastidious faculties, one’s sense of the eter­
nal fitness of things? Inside I knew my 
home was spick-and-span. I lived inside and 
I could not tolerate disorder or dirt—I lived 
inside like a bird in a golden cage. But 
what about the outside? While a select 
few saw—and praised—the inside of my 
home, the whole neighborhood, every passer­
by, saw—and condemned—the outside. Was 
it not so? Perhaps 1 had better live out­
side more; perhaps I had better adjust the 
focus of my eyes to my neighbors’ view­
points. A certain moral sense which had 
been dormant within me woke up. I made 
another tour—and now I make it once each 
fortnight—about my block. Down the alley. 
And the things my astonished vision en­
countered!—encountered right in my own 
back yard and thereabouts!

Exhibit A was a porch pillow, swinging 
from my clothes line, forgotten and left 
there for more than a week, twice rain- 
drenched, half spoiled. It advertised poorly 

. my sense of thrift. In swift succession fol­
lowed a long line of “exhibits.” For in­
stance, there was a tea towel, made from a 
flour sack, ripped and hemmed; but old, and 
left overnight on the line to bleach. But 
a night wind had caught it, and torn it in 
two, and swept one half up into the top 
of a cherry tree, where it cheerfully wig­
wagged messages to my merciless critics 
("Thanks be,” thought. I, “there’s a ladder 
in the basement—and I know how to 
climb!”). But the second clothes-pin had 
held, and the second half of the old tea 
towel had clung to the line, winding in the 
wind round and round ami round about 
till it looked like a bandaged crow’s leg. 
Not even a corner was left to flutter. A 
pair of shears and a butcher knife were 
employed to bring it loose.

There was our Christmas tree, three 
months old, drifting about the yard where 
it had been flung, hither and thither like 
a hobbled horse; and there was the garbage 
can in the most conspicuous position pos­
sible, catching the last rays of a setting 
sun and glinting them into a convenient 
window like some bad boy with a piece of 
glass. On the woodshed serving as a quaint 

gargoyle was a dainty bird-house, but so 
toppled to one side that a bird could never 
enter it, not even a chick-a-dee. But I did 
want a bird to enter it, appearances to the 
contrary—“Thanks be, for that ladder!” 
murmured I, “and the fact that I can drive 
a nail!” And then there was an evening 
paper, neatly folded, bleaching whitely like 
a shinbone in a desert, caught up in the 
top of my front porch vine. I remembered 
when the boy had thrown it there. I had 
sworn he had brought us no paper—and 
then I had found it, up in the top of my 
front porch vine! It had been dark, and 
no moon, and the faithful newsboy had 
missed a throw. But for me, alas, there 
was no excuse. Twenty times over might 
I have brought out my broom and poked the 
thing down. I had not done it. I had left 
it, bleaching whitely, a cynosure for curious 
eyes. Surely my ethics were no better than 
many another, and I had stood myself on 
such a perfect pinnacle! Indeed, how easily 
are we self-deceived.

And yet there were still other things to 
send the shamed blush flaming to my face: 
a basement screen hanging by one corner; 
a pile of discarded cans; a back stoop, open 
at one end, haven of refuge for ail kinds of 
rubbish—himself it was who cleared that 
out and added a screen of lattice work; and 
already I have ordered seeds of morning 
glory and moon flower. I would redeem my­
self in the eyes of the neighborhood. The 
outside, as well as the inside, of my abode 
shall receive due share of my awakened 
attention. I owe it to other people; the 
people who pass, the workers across the 
way, the shut-ins who stare from single 
windows upon my little world. Indeed, I 
am going to give all these people, whom I 
have never met and may never know, a 
place pleasant to rest tired eyes upon, 
pleasant with vines and flowers; a place 
neat, repaired, in order. Perhaps it is a 
moral duty, an obligation I owe to this busy 
old world. I think so. J

And for myself, since that day when I 
came back to my mirror after a tour about 
our block, to see an astonished young ma­
tron with cheeks overly red, eyes overly 
bright, I would rather be a robin hopping 
about a fresh green lawn or singing “Cheer! 
Cheer! Cheer!—I’m here, here, here!” from 
a maple tree, than any canary in any gilded 
cage.

Mrs. Poe’s Awakening
By EULA MAXFIELD GARROTT

When the Kinkaids were moving in next 
door, Mrs. Poe watched the unloading of 
the furniture with keen interest.

“I’m afraid she’s a careless housekeeper,” 
she said to herself, as the dining room 
chairs were unloaded from the first van and 
carried to the porch. Good, substantial 
chairs they were, but her quick eye had de­
tected at once that the front rounds and 
legs of each were badly scarred and 
scratched—no doubt by the restless feet of 
children who had not been better taught. 
She glanced with pride at her own chairs. 
“And I have four children, while she has 
only three,” she said to herself compla­
cently.

With the further unloading of the fur­
niture, this first opinion of her new neigh­
bor’s housekeeping was strengthened. 
Chairs, tables, rug#—everything showed 
unmistakable signs of hard usage. When 
the piano and talking machine were un­
crated, showing many finger prints upon 
their handsome cases, Mrs. Poe’s opinion 
was settled. Anybody who would let chil­
dren muss up fine furniture like that must 
be—well, Mrs. Poe did not express what 
she thought even to herself; but into her 
mind flashed a picture of her own music 
room, where every polished surface shone 
with undimmed luster, and where even Baby 
Elizabeth had at last learned that childish 
fingers must not touch.

After a time, Mrs. Kinkaid herself ap­
peared. A pleasant-faced woman she was 

-not handsome, exactly, but carrying her­
self well, and possessing a nice way of 
looking at the person with whom she hap­
pened to be speaking with attractive direct­
ness. Mrs. Poe also noticed that the quiet 
courtesy with' which she directed the men 
working for her seemed to elicit from them 
their best service.

When the three children came, Mrs. Poe 
perceived, with some trepidation, that they 
matched her own three youngest almost ex­
actly in point of age. “It will simply mean 
that I shall have the whole bunch over here 
about half the time," she told herself, with 
a tightening of the lips. “Well, there’s one 
thing sure; they’ll play out in the yard if
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they come. I can’t have my things abused 
like theirs have been."

“My, what a stack of books they have,” 
she observed, a moment later, as great 
boxes of them were brought up on the porch 
and opened, and the children began carry­
ing them into the house by armfuls. “I 
don’t see how she gets time to read, with 
all her house work and the care of those 
children. Maybe he’s the one that does the 
reading, though."

Only a few days before, Mr. Poe had 
bought a new bookcase. Since Mrs. Poe 
had been able to find no suitable place for 
it in any of their attractively furnished 
rooms, he had had it taken down to his 
office, where he had later taken the books 
he had formerly kept in a corner of the 
attic.

Mrs. Poe’s uneasiness about too many 
visits from the Kinkaid children soon 
proved groundless. From the first, instead 
of the Kinkaids coming over to the Poe’s to 
play, the Poes seemed obsessed with an in­
satiable desire to visit the Kinkaids. The 
novelty of being allowed the unrestricted 
use of the Kinkaid’s most expensive rec- 

| ords and of their player piano was irre- 
’ slstlble to Florence’s music-loving soul, and 

Edgar and Phil were equally as bad about 
the workshop which Mr. Kinkaid had al- 
lowed his sons to fit up in their barn. Even 
Elizabeth caught the fever, and so fre­
quently slipped through the small side gate 
to play with Lucile Kinkaid in her sand- 
plle that Mrs. Poe tied up the gate to keep 
her baby at home. This remedy proved un- 
availing, however. Not an hour after the 
tying up of the gate, Elisabeth was again 
in the sand-pile, contentedly making pies 
and cakes. On being questioned as to how 
she got through the gate, she answered 
simply, I goed under, ylke kitty does.” 
v learn,!'1 to go to the
Kinkaidslaughed Mrs. Poe.

At first she thought little about the situ­
ation, save to breathe a sigh or two of re­
lief perhaps, that she was spared the extra 
work of cleaning up after the children 
They were near enough to be under her 
supervision and Mrs. Kinkaid had assured 
her repeatedly that instead of an annoyance 
to her, it was a real pleasure to have them 
there playing with her little folk.

There was no doubt but that the new- 
comers were people of refinement. The 
children seemed exceptionally well-behaved 
for children, Mrs. Kinkaid was proving a 
good neighbor, and Mr. Poe and Mr Kin­
kaid were becoming great friends, walking 
home from the street car together almost 
every night and discussing gardens over 
the back fence.

One afternoon when they were talking 
over the fence thus, the two wives stand­
ing on their respective back porches Mr 
Poe proposed that his neighbor accompany 
him to a political meeting to be held that 
evening.

As he answered, Mr. Kinkaid glanced 
smilingly at his wife. "I’ll tell you how 
it is, Poe.” he began, half apologetically-
I m such a crank about being at home at 

night that I have a hard time making up 
my mind to go anywhere. Of course—when 
it s a very important meeting—you’ll let 
me off tonight, though, won't you, old fel- 
low?”

He again exchanged glances with his 
wife, then gave a boyish laugh. “Fact of 
the matter Is, Mrs. Kinkaid and I have 
been reading a book together, nights—I 
read aloud to her while she sews, you know 
—and we’re in such an interesting place— 
you know how it is, don’t youf” ‘

“He naked me when he first got home If 
we could have supper a little early, so we’d 
have longer to read,” laughed Mrs. Kia- 
kaid.

Although she joined in the laugh, Mrs. 
’ conscious of a feeling not exactly 
mirthful. She had wondered of late if her 
husband did not seek things to take him 
away from home at night.

Why Myra Poe, I believe you are jeal­
ous!’ she chided herself, scornfully. “Who 
ever heard of such a thing?”

It was a few evenings later that Mr. 
Poe laid down his paper and waited for a 
cessation of the noise of the sewing ma­
chine which his wife was running at full 
speed. When she paused to turn a hem, 
with rapid, accurate movements, he re­
marked casually, “I think I'll step over to 
Kmkaida a minute, Myra. He told me Some 
time ago that he wanted to talk with me 
about a book we’ve both read recently, and 
we might as well do it tonight, I suppose, 
it s a dandy good book.”

“Very well,” she replied. “The children 
are already over there.”

Unsuspecting the storm he was leaving 
behind him, Mr. Poe opened the front door 
and went out.

For a moment, Mrs. Poe sat before tho 
sewing machine motionless, then suddenly 
covering her face with her hands, she be­
gan to weep.

“They all want to go to the Kinkaid’s,” 
she sobbed. “None of them likes to stay 
at home. They don’t love home at all, and 
—I—can’t—help it. I’m sure I work all 
the time.”

For a while, she wept without control. 
Then becoming calmer, reason asserted it­
self. She faced the situation squarely. It 
was not a thing to be helplessly bewailed, 
she told herself. There must be a cause 
for it. Why did not her husband and chil­
dren care to stay at home more?

Was the trouble with the home? Surely 
it was an attractive place to live, with all 
the pretty furniture she had chosen with 
so much care. She began a comparison of 
her home with that of the Kinkaids—not 
of the furniture only, this time, but of the 
home itself.

For the first time, she began to see 
clearly. She marvelled at herself that she 
had not understood before. So Vividly did 
the revelation come that she unconsciously 
spoke her condemnation of herself aloud. 
“I’ve been a house-keeper, instead of a 
home-maker.”

“What’s that?”
It was her husband’s voice. So absorbed 

had she been in her thoughts that she had 
not heard his step in the hall.

“Why, Myra, what’s the matter? You’ve 
been crying!” Consternation and real con­
cern were in the tone.

Mrs. Poe laughed, somewhat hysterically. 
“Yes, I have,” she admitted. “And I guess 
it’s a good thing for you I have. J)id you 
bring the children home?” *

“No; they begged so to stay a little while 
longer that I said they might; they seemed 
to be having such a good time.

“But you haven’t told me what is the 
matter with you, Myra.”

Mrs. Poe looked at her husband uncer­
tainly for a moment. “I’ve had an awaken­
ing,” she confessed, “to a fact I ought to 

have seen long ago. It was your all want­
ing to go over to the Kinkaids’ that made 
mo realize that instead of making a home 
for my family, I’ve been only wearing my­
self out keeping house.”

“Why, Myra!” broke in Mr. Poe, “there’s 
not a better housekeeper anywhere than you 
are!” Then, suddenly realizing that his 
words might be taken as but a confirma­
tion of her condemnation of herself, they 
laughed together.

“I intend for the children to learn to love 
their home after this, if they scar up every 
piece of furniture we’ve got,” she declared 
earnestly. “And I want you to bring your 
books back home tomorrow. There’s plenty 
of room for your bookcases right there by 
the window—and for another one, too, if 
you need it I don’t know why I hadn’t 
known it before.”

Brimming Cups
By MAY JUSTUS

Before I can do, I must be.
Before I can teach, I must know.

Before I can lead, I must see.
Before I can send, I must go.

And the cup of life must be filled for me, 
Ere I give of its overflow.
I have a friend who calls herself a 

carrier. Everyone thinks her a wonder­
ful person, and wonder in turn about the 
source of her unusual gifts. “What does 
she do?” you ask. Well, I couldn’t begin 
to tell you half that she does, but her great 
talent lies in her ability to give herself.

“I’m not so wise, and not often original,” 
she will playfully explain in answer to all 
compliments. “I am just a carriers, When 
I get something that’s good for me,i why 
I like to carry it to some one else.”/ She 
doesn’t mean just material things either— 
not just the sort of gifts which can be 
passed from hand to hand. More often her 
gifts are heart gifts, sympathy, cheery lines 
from some beloved past, a happy story, and 
things like these.

She fills her cup and passes it on. Or, 
rather, she lets God fill it. I think that 
God must love to fill such cups—the cups 
that are passed on.
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Home-Made Sunshine for Rainy Days
By ELIZABETH L. GEBHARD

“I never can work on a rainy day,” said 
a woman as she parted from her companion 
on a convenient street corner after church.

It had been a long rainy week, and the 
friend with the speaker exclaimed: "Not 
work on a rainy day! Why, I do my larg­
est day’s work on rainy days. There arc 
long uninterrupted hours in which to accom­
plish a host of delayed duties.”

Yes, but when the day is so dark and 
dreary, there is no inspiration," returned 
the first speaker.

A passing group joined them at that 
point, and the subject was dropped. It 
recurred to the friend again, however, with 
renewed astonishment, later in the day, as 
she thought of the long rainy days, so full 
of possibilities. Some of the great accom­
plishments of life owe their existence to 
rainy days.

“When did you ever get time to make 
those beautiful quilts, grandmother?" asked 
a young girl flitting through life in a round 
of duties and pleasures, pressed into small 
spaces.

"In the long rainy days on the farm," the 
young girl s grandmother answered. “They 
were our uneventful days, and after the 
housework was done, we interested our­
selves in the bright colors and shapes of 
the patches, and the growing quilts, “In a 
certain way," her grandmother continued 
with a quiet laugh, “wc were in communi­
cation with the neighbors for miles around 
for we all exchanged pieces, and we knew 
they were all engaged in the same occupa­
tion. A quilt is a very sociable piece of 
work, for one piece speaks of Jimmie Ran­
som s first bright-colored baby slip- the 
next are Edna and Mary Smith's school 
aprons; another square of sprigged cambric 
is like the afternoon dress Martha Stan­
ford wore when John Loring went court- 
ing; and the soft-shaded triangles that 
bring out the bright colors, came from the 
Smileys who were friends and lived at the 
cross-roads.”
.. "Y°ur rainy daXs must have been a de­
light, the young girl remarked.

“They surely were," her grandmother an­
swered. “They might start with some dis- 
appointment, but they always ended with 
keen pleasure in the work accomplished.”

If one’s mind is absorbed with work, one 
forgets the rain as a deterring factor, and 
the thought rests instead on the satisfying 
things brought to pass.

“I always use a rainy day as a path to 
a pleasant one,” said one busy woman. 
“You sec there arc things one cannot do 
on a rainy day, and also pleasant occupa­
tions that one cannot indulge in until cer­
tain duties are completed. On a rainy day, 
I put in a big day’s work, with the sure 
knowledge that when a pleasant day arrives, 
I shall be conscience-free to take the course 
I wish.”

“But the dreariness of it!” exclaim many, 
who unlike the first speaker, can work, but 
get no pleasure out of it.

When one is where he can see the green 
grass grow, the bursting buds glisten with 
raindrops, the long-delayed lilies-of-the- 
valley and the asparagus springing up 
through the moist earth, and know that the 
tiny seeds are swelling in the ground, and 
their first shoots will be up when the sun 
shines, rain is not a dreary thing.

Even in the city streets the asphalt is 
being washed clean; dusty pavements and 
house fronts come out bright and shining; 
and even in the tenement quarters the 
plants on the fire-escapes are refreshed and 
given a new lease of life. The rain may 
fall in a dim light, but its effects on God's 
world is one of refreshment and rejuvina- 
tion.

There are ways of creating sunshine with­
in the house on dark days. One woman al­
ways keeps a brass jar ready for a mass 
of yellow chrysanthemums for the dull days 
of autumn. “Did I find it dreary sewing 
this week at*Mrs. Smyth’s?” a little seam­
stress questioned, and answered at the same 
time. "No, her sewing room is on the upper 
floor and has a good light, and every day 

when I came down to lunch, that brass jar 
full of chrysanthemums in the middle of 
the table was like sunshine. She says she 
always has some home-made, sunshine for 
her husband and children when they come 
home on dark days.”

There are still simpler forms of home­
made sunshine than hot-house flowers. “The 
sun never shines in that north room,” an­
other mother remarked, “so I sec that it 
is papered with a warm sunshiny tint. The 
figures may change with the repeated pa­
pering, but the sunshine shade remains the 
same.” Thinking of the dark days when she 
plants flower seeds, would cause a woman 
to choose marigolds and poppies, nastur­
tiums and four o’clocks, and all their yellow 
flower sisters. Even a root of brown-eyed 
Susans, and another of golden-rod carried 
from the woods or the roadside and planted 
in the home garden, offer their quota of 
sunshine in their season.

Added to the sunshine color in the home 
is sunshine speech and cooking. Good 
stories saved up for rainy days, when they 
do not easily occur to the thoughts, and 
revivifying humor, will chase away many 
clouds in the mental horizon. Every family 
has its favorite dishes, which only appear 
occasionally. Did you ever see the smile 
go around the table when something the 
family liked graced the board? A special 
pudding or pie or cake will lift the whole 
family atmosphere. In these days, when, 
because of the high cost of living, so many 
of the old dishes are laid aside, the oppor­
tunity for an old favorite, often of simple 
make, is greatly increased.

This home-made sunshine is all of a ma­
terial nature, but it has a wonderful spirit­
ual .nfluence also The heart which is low 
in the gloom, lifts as it plans to give nleas- 
ure to others, while those who comeAhrougn 
the rain and the dampness, soggy "nd un­
comfortable, bless the home a hundred times 
when it meets them at night with sunshine 
for the eyes, and something for the inner 
man that satisfies and pleases, and lifts the 
physical and moral atmosphere above the 
clouds, and meets the night with a pleased 
remembrance of a rainy day.

At the Cross-Roads
By LAURA REID MONTGOMERY

Millicent had again arrived at cross­
roads. Life had been a difficult problem 
since the death of her husband, but there 
was no regret in her blue eyes, for her 
standards had not become dimmed with the 
struggle that had taken the gold from her 
hair and some of the vivid blue from her 
gaze.

The office position she took after the 
crash would have kept her in comfort had 
she not troubled about the debts left by Roy, 
but she had, at last, wiped off every cent 
and she rejoiced in the fact that no stigma 
of unpaid obligations remained to cloud his 
name.

The rare books and foreign bric-a-brac 
that her husband had acquired during their 
delightful, leisurely travels abroad she had 
stored, and, when her failing health made 
the office no longer possible she had started 
a shop. It was in the old Midway in Chi­
cago. near good hotels, and there she dealt 
in books, buying and selling. Soon the 
quaint little place became popular amongst 
cultivated people who enjoyed browsing 
through the old volumes in the pleasant 
atmosphere of Russia leather and old- 
fashioned plants.

The one-story frame shop, on the way 
to the lake, was not costly to rent and, for 
some years, she turned over her stock fre­
quently enough to keep up with her ex­
penses, but now the best of the books were 
sold and the more expensive of the Wedg­
wood and old ivories. Many of her patrons 
had moved away—the neighborhood had 
changed and she found herself without 
enough money to replenish her stock. The 
rent had been raised ten dollars a month.

The frail owner of the little shop had 
always been quiet, but today, sitting motion- 

in the high-backed chair, she seemed 
as still as the painted figure on the screen 
near the fireplace. Only ner eyes seemed 
alive as she stared at the tumbling grey 
waves rushing tirelessly towards the sun­
set.

The day had passed without one customer 
and presently Millicent went to her desk 
and wrote the required notice of removal 
to her landlord. She was holding the en-
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velope musingly—how she hated to give up 
the place she had grown to love-—when an 
old client, Mrs. Jones, entered.

“Hasn’t your new stock come yet?”
“I’m thinking of selling out what is left 

at auction,” responded Millicent.
“And then?” persisted Mrs. Jones.
The delicate face grew pink. “I’ve given 

up trying to stay here and, if the sale 
brings enough, I think of going into a 
homo.”

"Nonsense, your dearest wish for years 
has been to get a cottage in the country. 
Let me lend you enough for. that. Why, 
what I would waste on a few perfectly un­
necessary frocks would easily buy —”

“No,” a thin white hand lifted as though 
to ward off something ugly, something that 
would bring later regrets, "you are most 
kind but I am not fine enough to accept 
what I cannot return. I must give an 
equivalent if I borrow. I have simply come 
to the cross-roads again. Life is like that 
—I shall manage very well.”

“But, suppose the auction should not 
realize what you require? A certain sum 
is necessary for entrance to a home. You 
will surely not deprive me of the pleasure 
of a little gift?”

"Life has never yet failed me: I shall 
turn something over. I have been rich in 
friends and,” her tone held a poignant 
sweetness as she met the other’s eyes, “that 
is something very precious.”

Mrs. Jones met Wanda just outside. “I 
don’t feel satisfied about Mrs. Fitzgerald,” 
she said uneasily, “I can’t see how those 
remaining books will bring more than a 
hundred dollars at a forced sale and I be­
lieve she is selling out in order to have 
enough to meet her bills. You know she 
was positively fanatic about paying her 
husband’s debts and I don’t see what she’ll 
do when she gives up the shop.”

She s so proud that no one can help her 
very much. It does seem as though being 
honest doesn’t get one very far. She’s spent 
the best years of her life on those debts 
and now she is left without any resources.”

“Wanda, dear, I’m glad to see you,” cried 
Millicent, appearing at the doorway, “come 
in.”

"I’ll be at the auction and bid some de­
cent prices, anyway,” whispered Mrs. Jones, 
"she cannot prevent that.”

"Wanda,” I want you to choose some little 
trifle here. I’m going away and I want 
you to have a keepsake.”

“I don’t need anything to remind^e of 
you,” Wanda's pink lips trembled,/"but I 
don’t want you to go.”

“Nonsense. You have often spoken of 
that little chest of drawers: the red Chinese 
enamels. Will you take that?”

"I couldn’t possibly, dear Mrs. Fitzger- 
aid.”

In spite of her worries the older woman 
could not repress a smile at the eagerness 
in the young voice. She knew what it meant 
to long for some curio and she knew that 
the enamels were worth much more than the 
girl dreamed. "You must cal) it a wedding 
gift, dear. Reach up, you are so delight- 
fullj' tall, and lift them down.”

Wanda pressed an impulsive kiss upon 
the soft cheek and reached up. She had 
told the other of a dream she had had con­
cerning those drawers. She had been in 
the dark and had seen something glowing 
serenely and had reached out to find herself 
touching the exquisite bits of enamel. She 
had seemed inordinately anxious to touch 
them and to hold them in her own hands.

The shop was growing shadowy and per­
haps she miscalculated the distance for 
there was a smothered cry as she slipped 
and her arm struck a plainly-framed pastel 
sketch. The picture crashed down and the 
glass was scattered about the floor.

"Never mind, Wanda, it doesn’t matter 
in the least. There are plenty of old frames 
and we will clean it before putting it be­
hind glass again,” cried Millicent hur­
riedly, putting a comforting hand upon the 
other’s arm as Wanda stood horror-stricken 
at her clumsiness.

“I’ve come for my rent, Mrs. Fitzgerald,” 
cried a strident voice.

“I’ll have it within a week, Mr. Black. 
I’m going to hold an auction, I’ve just 
written you giving you notice.”

"An auction. Well, I guess not. You’ll 
pay me every cent first. I’ll not allow a 
thing to be taken from these premises until 
you’ve paid. I’m going out now for an in­
junction. Your trash is worth nothing, any­
way.”

There was silence as he flung out angrily. 
The room seemed filled with shadows and 
Millicent felt the tears pressing behind her 

tired eyelids. The last of the sunset had 
gone and only the palid face of the tall 
mahogany clock seemed clearly visible now.

Wanda turned on the lights and her eyes 
snapped indignantly as she did so. “What 
a man. Can he prevent-you from having 
the auction?”

"I don’t think so. I’ll turn something 
over, Wanda, you’ll see.”

As Wanda picked up the bits of glass 
Millicent touched the paste) gently. "That 
picture was bought at an after-dinner auc­
tion at an art club. He liked it immensely 
and, in his last'illness, he mentioned it in 
his delirium. He said, ‘Millicent, you 
wouldn’t think, to look nt that lonely tree, 
that is bending and twisting in the grasp 
of the storm, that it is worth thousands of 
dollars.’ ” '

Wanda looked up eagerly. "Is it by a 
famous artist?”

“No, it isn’t signed by any name I ever 
heard mentioned. I think he was fasci­
nated by the strength of the slim tree 
against the elements and spoke fancifully. 
He often sat and stared at it as though pon­
dering some secret. He only paid twelve 
dollars for it, but I’ve always kept it be­
cause he liked it Several people have 
wanted to buy it but, somehow, I couldn't 
let it go. Roy had wonderful taste in 
worthwhile things. He could tell an antique 
at a glance.”

Wanda sighed and sat back on her heels, 
her eyes roving about the shop. "It might 
be that some of these pieces of crystal or 
Wedgewood are more valuable than you 
know. One piece might bring a lot.”

“I know them all, dear.”
"I’m going to examine those enamels very 

carefully, your husband might have slipped 
a bank-note or bond between the drawers. 
If I could only find something. That would 
be turning something over.”

"Not a chance. We used every cent of 
available money during his last illness. 
There was just one thing of real value left 
and that disappeared when he was ill at 
the hotel. I always believed it w?s stolen 
from his room for he had been looking at 
it in bed and the next day it had vanished.”

“A jewel?”
“No; it was a letter from Sir Walter 

Scott concerning his first manuscript. Roy 
had a friend greatly in need of money and 
he bought the letter from him to tide him 
over.”

"How thrilling,” Wanda’s voice shook a 
little, “what was the letter worth?”

"Roy was offered three thousand dollars 
for it and refused,” Millicent’s mind crept 
sadly back to that past when money had 
been plentiful. If only Roy had put aside 
his antiquarian delight in the yellowed let­
ter and had sold. Three thousand dollars 
seemed a sum too fabulous to speak of in 
the poverty-touched present.

Wanda leaped to her feet and rushed 
across to the light, then reached up and 
turned on all of them.

“Can you see where the evening star is 
emerging from the storm-clouds, Wanda, 
up at the right of the tree?”

"Yes. Mr. Fitzgerald said the picture 
was worth thousands of dollars?”

"Yes; it was just before he died. Ho 
was frightfully worried and he feared for 
my future. He said, ‘I’ve done what I 
could, Millicent, to protect you. I don’t 
like these people at this inn. Go away as 
soon as the funeral is over.’ He was de­
lirious,” finished the widow shakily.

"You’ve certainly turned something over,” 
Wanda’s voice trembled between delight and 
awe at the odd confirmation of the old 
lady’s faith, "the letter is fastened with 
pasters to the back of the tree picture. lie 
probably hid it there fearing it would be 
stolen and tried to make you understand 
without letting the nurse know.”

Millicent removed the yellowed paper 
from the drawing paper. "It’s the letter,” 
she half whispered, "my husband’s gift 
come back from the shadows of grief. Roy, 
it means a safe little home while I am 
waiting to join you—” She checked herself 
and smiled through the tears at her radiant 
little guest. "It would never have been 
found except for you, Wanda.”

“I wouldn’t have knocked it down if you 
hadn’t given me the prettiest curio you had 
left. A gift of love,” finished Wanda.
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A Housekeeping Problem
By MRS. NESTOR NOEL

“I wonder why the Jones’ Store sent me 
this bill,” asked Raymond Wood of his wife 
as they sat at breakfast.

“What bill?” asked Frieda, taking a gen­
erous helping of marmalade.

Raymond Wood handed the slip of paper 
to his wife, who looked at it and then laid 
it down on the tablecloth. “That,” she 
said, “is the month’s groceries.”

“I thought we always paid cash for 
everything,” pursued her husband.

“Oh, no,” answered the young wife. “As 
soon ns I was married I began going to that 
store. The clerk said ‘credit,’ so of course, 
I said ‘yes.’ It’s so much easier.”

Raymond tried not to smile at his pretty 
wife, but he knew that “Credit” was a 
serious thing once it got started, so he 
just remarked: “In that case, you can pay 
it today, out of the month’s allowance.”

“That’s all gone,” said Frieda.
“But where could it have gone, if you 

haven’t paid the grocer?” asked her hus­
band.

“I don’t know," answered Frieda inno­
cently. “It just went.”

By this time Raymond was thoroughly 
roused. “You can’t say you don’t know,” 
he persisted. “You’ve got to know.”

Frieda looked around the room, then she 
said: “There was that cushion, for instance. 
It was so pretty, I simply couldn’t resist 
it. Then there were the curtains and, oh, 
heaps of things!”

“But I won’t have any extra money to 
meet this bill, unless we save a lot,” ex­
plained her husband.

“What does it matter?” asked Frieda. 
“I can always have credit at the store. The 
clerk told me so.”

“He had no business to say that,” re­
plied her husband. “I’ve always paid cash 
all my life. Don’t buy any more for credit, 
and I’ll see if we can pay this. Good-bye. 
I must be going to the office.”

“How absurd he was about that little 
bill,” thought Frieda as she did her house­
work. “And he never gave me any money. 
How am I going to get the dinner without 
a»y money?” She put on her hat and coat, 

and her steps turned almost unconsciously 
to Jones’ Store.

“What can I do for you today, Mrs 
Wood?” asked the clerk.

“Have you got something cheap?” asked 
Frieda.

The clerk looked surprised. Mrs. Wood 
was not in the habit of ordering cheap 
things!

Frieda looked in her purse. “I haven’t 
brought much money with me this morn­
ing,” she said, smiling one of her bewitch­
ing smiles.

“Your credit is good here,” observed the 
man.

“I know,” declared Frieda. “That’s what 
I told my husband; but he said I must pay 
cash, and then he didn’t leave me enough.” 
The pretty lips pouted.

“Look here,” said the clerk. “Just buy 
what you want this time, and settle when 
you feel able to do so.”

“It’s very good of you,” said the woman, 
and she bought her usual amount of deli­
cacies for “Credit.”

“By the way,” observed her husband that 
night, “I forgot to leave you any cash this 
morning. How did you manage about the 
meals?”

“It was all right,” assured Frieda. “The 
clerk at Jones’ let me have ‘credit* again.”

“But I told you not to ask for it,” per­
sisted her husband.

“I didn’t ask. I said I hadn’t enough 
money, and he offered- it. He really would 
have been quite hurt if I had refused.”

“No doubt,” said Raymond coldly.
“You do make a fuss about a small thing. 

We always had credit at home,” said 
Frieda.

“But I won’t have it here,” retorted her 
husband. “It’s very bad business and it 
isn’t honest.”

The young wife jumped up from the 
table and walked over to the fireplace. “Are 
you insinuating,” she asked, “that my par­
ents were not honest?”

“I do not know what they were,” de­
clared Raymond, finishing his meal as calm­
ly as if there were no tempest in the air. 
“Probably they knew they could meet their 

liabilities; but I don’t. Any date I may 
lose my job.”

“Father was often out of work and owed 
thousands of dollars. He didn’t make half 
the fuss you do over the little we owe. We 
don’t even owe a hundred.”

“Nor do I ever mean that we shall,” de­
clared her husband angrily.

“Let’s talk about something else,” put in 
Frieda. “Money is so uninteresting. Can’t 
we go to a picture show-tonight?”

“Certainly not,” snapped Raymond. “If 
there is no money for groceries, there is 
none for luxuries.”

“It wasn’t my fault if you didn't leave 
me any,” protested the wife.

Raymond pushed back his chair and 
joined Frieda in front of the fireplace. 
“Look here,” he said, “don’t let’s quarrel 
about money.”

“I nevei* wanted to do so,” declared 
Frieda. “Money talks always bored me.” 
She settled back into a deep arm-chair. 
“You haven’t admired my new blouse,” she 
went on. “Doesn’t it suit me?”

“It suits you all' right,” agreed her hus­
band, “but you had so many, I can’t think 
why you bought another one.”

“This is all the rage,” explained Frieda. 
“I just had to have it. But I thought you 
weren’t going to talk money any more.”

“On the contrary,” said Raymond, “I said 
I wouldn’t quarrel about it. That is why 
I must explain it thoroughly, and then you’ll 
understand how much you can spend, and 
try to keep your expenses within my sal­
ary.”

“Well, go on,” said Frieda, looking weary. 
“It’s an awful bore—just as bad as a ser­
mon; but I suppose you must have your 
way.”

“You’d better let me this time,” laughed 
Raymond, and he went into detail about his 
salary, his hopes of a raise and how’ they 
must not spend more than he made; but put 
by a small sum weekly for a rainy day.

“You understand it all now,” he ended. 
Then he gave her some money. fPay the 
bill with this,” he said. “And we’ll start 
fresh.”

Frieda pocketed the dollars and Rave a 
contented sigh. “We could still go to the 
moving pictures,” she remarked with a look 
at the clock.

“Very well, for this once,” conceded her 
husband, “but remember, no more credit.”

Frieda paid her bill and the clerk, giv­
ing her a receipt, added: “We'll always be 
willing to accommodate you, Mrs. Wood.”

She felt quite elated. She had paid the 
bill. Raymond couldn’t grumble any morej 
and she had money in her pocket again. 
She had very little work to do in her tiny 
flat, so she went about picking up bargains! 
Two weeks later, her husband said, “I’m 
afraid I didn’t leave myself enough for car 
fare, when I gave you that money the other 
day. Just let me have a dollar or two back.”

Frieda looked astonished. “That was 
two weeks ago,” she exclaimed. “Of course 
I haven’t a cent left.”

“I had meant it to last you a month,” 
said Raymond. “Whatever do you do with 
the money?”

“I don’t know,” sighed Frieda. “I wish 
I did! It simply seems to run through my 
fingers!”

“That’s just it,” said Raymond irritably.- 
“Don’t you keep an account of what I give 
you?”

‘I should say not,V replied Frieda. "My 
sisters never did. Accounts are dreadfully 
bothersome.”

“You’ll have to begin from now,” de­
clared her husband.

“I couldn’t,” persisted Frieda. “I have 
no head for business. I simply can't be 
bothered with accounts.”

“All right,” remarked Raymond, “I’ll 
keep them myself. You tell me how much 
you’ve spent every evening, and I’ll enter 
it. I’ll begin at once.” He went to a cup­
board and took out a big account book. “I 
used this before we were married,” he 
remarked. “Come and look at it.”

They sat side by side and examined the 
big book. Truly Raymond had been very 
methodical. He had entered every item of 
his expenditure, even to “Flowers for 
Frieda.” She laughed at this. “But it 
doesn’t sound very romantic,” she added.

“I don’t know about that,” said Raymond. 
“If I hadn’t kept those accounts, I wouldn’t 
have known that we could afford to marry, 
and we might have missed all these months. 
Come, let’s • start a clean sheet together. 
You’ve no idea what fun it is. See here: 
‘In hand.’ What shall we put under this?”

"Nothing, of course,” laughed Frieda. 
“How can we keep accounts when there’s 
nothing to enter?”
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"I’m not so sure of that,” replied her 
husband. "Fetch your purse and see if 
there aren’t some loose cents in your 
drawer.” He himself dived into every poc­
ket and with the help of Frieda’s “find” 
he was able to start the account:

IN HAND $2.50.
"I had no idea there was so much,” 

laughed Frieda.
"We must make it last two weeks,” re­

minded Raymond.
"We’ll never do it,” said his wife.
"Of course, we will,” insisted Raymond. 

“Let’s inspect the cupboards.” On emer­
ging from the kitchen he said, gaily, 
“There’s enough to keep us from starving 
for a month. You won’t be able to have two 
vegetables at one meal, and give us so many 
courses; but there’ll be enough to eat.”

“I shall feel as if I were on a desert 
island,” said Frieda.

"That’s just it,” agreed Raymond. “So 
shall I! It will be a game and'it will be 
great fun! You try it. Every pay day, 
a ship will land in our harbor, and its con­
tents must last us until next pay day. You’ll 
be surprised how much happier you'll be, 

I living this way. One piece of advice I’d 
better give and that is: Keep away from 
those stores which are always so anxious 
to offer you credit. They don’t care any­
thing about obliging you. They only want 
to get you in a trap, so that you’ll buy 
there and nowhere else.”

The “Game” proved amusing if a trifle 
hard at first. Of course, there could be no 
moving pictures until there was spare cash 
under the heading "Amusements.” Still, 
Frieda found she did not mind this so much, 
after all. Supper over, she and her hus­
band took long rambling walks, exploring 
their own town, which Frieda said she had 
never known before "although she had lived 
in it more than twenty years!”

Sometimes they took their supper with 
them and ate it in the park. In those first 
days, when they worked hard making ends 
meet, it seemed so stupid to sit down "to 
a formal meal of bread and cheese.” It was 
more fun eating it out like campers.

I had no idea that keeping accounts 
would mean so much fun,” she declared 
several months later, as she sat one even­
ing in front of the “big book,” and entered 
ten dollars under the “Savings Depart­
ment,”

"When you can put three zeroes after 
your one, in that column, you’ll be glad I 
made you start an account,” declared her 
husband.

"I’m glad now,” agreed Frieda. “The 
strange part of it is that there is always 
a little over. Before, there was never 
enough for anything.”

"}ou just didn't know where it went" 
said Raymond.

“It is rather romantic, after all,” mused 
Frieda. "In the years to come, we’ll turn 
back the pages, just as I am doing now, 
and we’ll come to little items that will be 
full of tender memories, like this one.” She 
pointed to a line written in her husband’s 
neat handwriting, and both smiled as they 
looked at the words: “Flowers for Frieda.”

A “Comfortable Bein’"
I By EVERETT ELLIS

The "summer people” had "packed up” 
and gone back to their city homes from the 
beautiful hills and valleys of New England. 
From May until early October the farni 
home of the Bennsons had been filled with 
“summer boarders,” some of whom had come 
for the average vacation of two weeks while 
others, more fortunate, had had the happy 
privilege of spending the entire summer in 
the beautiful valley in which the Bennson 
farm was located. Now that Mr. Bennson 
had taken the last of them to the station 
and the family had been left to the grate­
ful peace and quiet of their home, free from 
“outsiders,” there was around the supper 
table some discussion of their guests of the 
summer. This one and that one had been 
named with varying degrees of favor, and 
finally old Grandmother Bennson, who had 
up to this time taken no part in the discus­
sion, said:

“Well, for my part, I liked that little 
Miss Shannon best of any of ’em.”

No one had mentioned Miss Shannon, 
and Elsie Bennson said:

Miss Shannon, grandma? She was very 
nice, I am sure, but I don’t know that I 
would say that I cared for her as much 
as for some of the others. She wasn’t very 
interesting. What makes you say that you 
liked her best of all?”

"Because she was such a comfortable 
bein’ to have around.”

“Why, grandma, what do you mean by a 
‘comfortable bein’?”

“I mean one o’ the kind o’ persons that 
makes very little stir and is just the same 
day in and day out and always ready to be 
kind and obligin’. You could be sure that 
Miss Shannon would meet you in just the 
same quiet, kind way ev’ry morning, and 
you weren’t sure of that with some o’ the 
others. I’m not mentioning any names, but 
one o’ the boarders some o’ you liked so 
much because she was so bright and smart 
and said so many smart things got on to 
my nerves some. She sort o’ stirred things 
up the minute she came into a room and 
had to have what some folks would call the 
‘front o’ the stage’ all the time.”

Truly the quiet, gentle, kind, unobtrusive 
and "always the same” people who com­
prise the "comfortable bein’s” of the world 
are a large part of the “salt of the earth,” 
even though they may be lacking in what 
we call "dash” or brilliancy and are always 
happily content to remain in the background 
except when they can come forth with some 
kind and helpful service. The world is all 
the better and happier because there are so 
many of this type of “comfortable bein’s” 
in it.

Open Fire
By ANNIE E. HARRIS

Oh, give me an open fire and a book
When the nights grow long and cold!

The logs shall return the heat which they 
took

From the sun in the days of old.

Oh, give me an open fire and a book!
The logs shall repeat the song

They heard from a happy little brook
That rippled its way along.

Oh, give me an open fire and a l^ok!
The sunbeams of summers gone

Shall give me a light from my ingle-nook 
And fancies to feed upon.

Then give me an open fire and a book!
I will read what wise men write.

Both forward and back with them I will look 
From my hearth on a winter’s night.

Why Not?
By ELDRIDGE B. HATCHER

Can you give a first-class reason why 
you should not have a Bible-stand, or Bible­
rack, in your home? You will not need such 
an article if every member of your family 
has a Bible of his own and has that Bible 
at a certain accessible place where he can 
refer to it any moment he desires. But 
such homes, according to my experience, 
seem to be noted for their invisibility rather 
than their multiplicity.

Is it not a fact that ofttimes we would 
look into our Bibles if at that moment a 
Bible were at hand? But so often it is not. 
Thus the days and months go by, and the 
Bible is not looked into. We have a piece 
of furniture at our doors just where we 
need to hang up our hats, or to leave our 
umbrellas. We have our stand on which 
we can always find the dictionary. The 
doormat is on the outside, just where we 
need it.

Now every day we need the Bible, and 
ofttimes we need it at once. But it is not 
there. The ideal plan is for each one to 
have his own Bible accessible for every 
need. Why would not the next best plan be 
to have a stand on which lies a large, open 
Bible with clear type,—this stand to be 
at the most convenient and accessible place 
in the house. It might be in the hallway, 
where all could stop and take a drink at 
its fountain as they come in, or go out. 
It might be in the living-room, or—well, 
that is a detail which each home can settle 
for itself.

Sometimes the parent or the child might 
need simply a verse to take with him out 
to business or out to school. It might be 
that each one would start reading a cer­
tain portion—a certain book of the Bible, 
it may be—and, as they came and went, 
they would stop for a moment or two to 
pursue their reading of their particular 
book.

Who knows but that many a child would 
open the sacred pages when they were thus 
tactfully and lovingly placed in his way, 
who otherwise might never turn in that 
direction?
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The Citizen of the 
Future

By EVA J. DEMARSH

Are we, I wonder, making a mistake in 
the training of our children? Every day, 
there are increasing numbers of young 
people who are offenders against law and 
order, and only too often, children manifest 
a surprising lack of courtesy toward their 
elders. Respect for the rights, feelings, and 
property of others, too, seems at a dis­
count. As for obedience—that is a some­
thing rendered only under compulsion. 
True, we have boy and girl scouts, and other 
similar organizations; nevertheless, our 
prisons and reformatories and asylums are 
filled with men and women who are there 
because they have never been taught self­
control and proper regard for law and de­
cency—and not all of them are from the 
slums, either.

Every day, too, we see children of good 
families running with “the scum of the 
street,’’ their parents, seemingly, under the 
impression that no harm will come of it, 
because “they are all children.” Evil com­
munications, however, corrupt good morals 
as well as good manners. Wrong habits 
and mischievous tendencies are apt to prove 
wonderfully attractive and the force which 
overcomes them must be stronger than they. 
Better far that a child have no playmates 
than that his associates be vicious. Bet­
ter far that he know not one stone from 
another than that he become a menace to 
society and his own worst enemy.

Properly directed, intellectual ability and 
culture are excellent things. Without a 
moral superstructure, however, they but 
help to make the most dangerous criminals 
in the world—“the educated rascals.” 
Greatly to be desired is knowledge, but of 
what avail is it, save as it be supplemented 
by virtue? Sharpened wits, unregulated 
by moral obligation, are dangerous weapons.

In our desire to give the child his chanced 
are we allowing liberty to degenerate into 
license? Are we leading the child to feel 
that he is of more importance than he really 
is. Children are of consequence—material­
ly so—they are the hope of the world, but 
who wants the fact thrust upon him’ The 
exaggerated ego is not a pleasant thing 
anywhere.

Old-time discipline may have been too 
strict, but better a wholesome amount of re­
straint than that society at large suffer 
later on, for what might easily have been 
prevented. Life is one long submission to 
authority, and the sooner the child learns 
this, the better for all concerned. Childish 
judgment, undirected, often leads its pos­
sessor into strange paths. Self-control 
comes not in a day, a week, a month. It 
is the result of long years of training and 
habit To him whose possession it is there 
will seldom come a situation beyond con­
trol.

For the inculcation of moral and reli­
gious principles, home is naturally the 
place. Many homes, however, are unfitted 
for the task or shirk their responsibilities, 
and upon school and church, therefore, falls 
the burden. How are we doing our part? 
Are we allowing indifference or a spirit 
of criticism to take the place of sympa­
thetic understanding? Or are we bending 
every energy that the citizen of the future 
shall be all he should be?

Leaves
By JOHN RANDOLPH STIDMAN

Little leaves of yesterday that hung above 
the spring;

Sighing in the shadows for the kisses of 
the dew;

Itou have known the secrets of the peasant 
and the king;

Listening to the story that is old, yet ever 
new.

Little leaves of memory, what tales you 
could unfold!

Whispers in the velvet dusk and singing 
in the sun;

Love and life give birth to music on a harp 
of gold;

Starlit eyes of maidens and strong arms 
to lean upon.

Little leaves of summerlands that lie behind 
the years,

You and I were comrades in the hills of 
old desires;

You have felt my heartbeats in my laughter 
and my tears;

You have soothed my flaming youth to 
calm and softer fires.

Lesson Studies and Daily Home Readings
Prtpartd by JESSE DANIEL MOORE

Lesion 1 — October 3

Israel Journeying 
Toward Canaan

Read Numbers 10: 11-36
Devotional Reading—Psalm 34: 1-8.
Golden Text—Come thou with us, and we 

will do thee good. Numbers 10: 29.
Hobab. Mows’ brother-in-law. who had perhapn been 

with the people of Israel during their stay of more 
than a year in the peninsula of Mount Sinai, thought 
to return to his own home in Midian, near-by. when 
the time came for the Israelites to leave on their 
journey toward the Promised Land. But Moses invited 
him to go on with them, affirming that it would be 
well with him if he would do so. It is supposed that 
he accepted the invitation and went with them, nt 
least until they emerged from the wilderness the 
first time. The association rf God’s people is always 
beneficial. Where else could better company be found?

Lesson Text
Numbers 10: 11-13; 29-36

I. The Start from Sinai.
11 And it came to pass in the second year, in the 

second month, on the twentieth day of the month, 
that the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle 
of the testimony.

12 And the Children of Israel set forward according 
to their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and 
the cloud abode in the wilderness of Paran.

13 And they first took their journey according to 
the commandment of Jehovah by Moses.
II. The Help of Hobab.

29 And Moses said unto Hobab. the son of Reuel' 
the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law. we are journeying 
unto the place of which Jehovah said. I will give 
it you: come thou with us. and we will do thee good; 
for Jehovah hath spoken good concerning Israel.

30 And he said unto him. I will not go; but I will 
depart to mine own land, and to my kindred.

81 And he said. Leave us not, I pray thee; foras­
much as thou knowest how we are to encamp in 
the wilderness, and thou shalt be to us instead of 
eyes.

32 And it shall l>e, if thou go with us. yea, it shall 
be, that what good soever Jehovah shall do unto us, 
the same will we do unto thee. a
III. The Ark in Advance. g

33 And they set forward from the mount of Je­
hovah three days’ journey; and the Ark of the 
Covenant of Jehovah went before them three days’ 
journey, to seek out a resting-place for them.

34 And the cloud of Jehovah was over them by 
day, when they set forward from the camp.
IV. The invocations of Moses.

36 And It came to pass, when the ark set forward, 
that Mooes said. Rise up, O Jehovah, and let thine 
enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee 
flee before thee.

36 And when it rested, he said. Return, O Jehovah, 
unto the ten thousands of the thousands of Israel.

Lesson Comment
1. The Start from Sinai. The stay of 

the Israelites around Mount Sinai had been 
attended with wonderful events. It was 
there that God for the first time had so 
directly revealed himself to the people as 
to lay the foundations for a pure theocracy, 
and a pure democracy, which he would es­
tablish as their form of government. The 
laws had been given by direct enactments 
of the divine will. Their leaving the place 
would necessarily mark a new epoch in 
their journey to Canaan. The momentous 
happenings there mad6 their departure from 
the place a real transition in their history. 
But Canaan, not Sin^, was their objective. 
It was a land, rather than a law, which 
God had promised. They must press on 
to possess what God had given. The signal 
to prepare for the start was the cloud up­
lifting from the tabernacle. The moving 
shechinah was the command to march for­
ward where it led; and as the cloud rested 
over the land of Paran, the people were 
to stop there.

2. The Help of Hobab. God w’as visi­
bly present with the children of Israel, in 
the cloud which hovered the sanctuary. 
His help was assured. Moses did not doubt 
that. Yet he realized the need of human 
assistance. The country through which they 
were going was wild and desolate. It had 
not been frequented nor charted by the 
caravans of commerce. Moses himself was 
familiar with the territory around Sinai 
where, years before, he had kept the sheep 
of his father-in-law, Jethro. But beyond 
the “Mount of God,” Moses had not gone. 
No doubt, Hobab, his brother-in-law who had 
lived in Midian all his life, had traversed 
the desert that lay ahead of them. So Moses 
said to him that he could be “eyes for 
them.” In such a service to the people of 
God, he himself would find his own highest 
and most useful life; and would be rewarded 
with whatever good thing Jehovah would do 
unto his people.
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3. The Ark in Advance. Until God 
moved, the people were to be stationary anti 
immovable. But at the signal from Je­
hovah, they were to go w’herever the sym­
bol of the divine presence would indicate. 
With the ark of the covenant, God was 
not only supposed to be mystically and cere­
monially identified but actually present. It 
was the symbol of his presence. It was 
carried forward three days’ journey from 
Sinai “to seek out a resting place for them.’’ 
It was thus God's advance agency for them. 
It was their fore-runner, to prepare the 
way for them. God wants his people to 
follow him. He knows where their “resting 
places’’ are; and will guide them thereto 
if they will go where he wants them to go. 
Thus God’s people slowly thread their way 
through the wilderness of this world “with 
the Cross of Jesus going on before.”

4. The Invocations of Moses. The time 
to move should be a season of prayer; and 
God’s blessings should be invoked before 
the start is made. When the ark set for­
ward, Moses raised his voice in prayer that 
God would scatter his enemies, which were 
all the foes his people would have to face. 
But when the ark stopped, his prayer was 
for the people, that God would, as it were, 
“return” from chasing away their enemies 
to abide with the people in order that their 
sense of safety might be accompanied with 
the knowledge of his presence as their 
keeper and defender, guide and companion.

Daily Readings
Monday, September 27 

Read Numbers 10: 29-36.
Israel Journeying Toward Canaan — 
For several reasons, Moses requested 

Hobab, his brother-in-law, to go with him 
in the journey from Sinai on toward 
Canaan. He knew the wilderness country 
through which the Lord would lead the 
people, and could supply valuable informa­
tion as to the surrounding nations and tribes 
who might possibly be hostile. He could 
therefore be of great service. He had doubt­
less been with Moses the greater part of 
the stay at Sinai, but as the camp of Israel 
was moving forward, he perhaps thought 
there was no longer need for his assistance 
and that he would go back to his home in

Midian. But since he could be even more 
helpful still, he doubtless went on with 
the Israelites through the wilderness of 
Paran as far as Kadesh-barnea. His prom­
ised reward was such blessings as Jehovah 
might give to his people, together with such 
happiness as their associations and com­
radeship would afford him. It was thus 
that Moses appealed to Hobab’s love for 
God and for God’s people, in urging upon 
him the duty to attend them further. The 
ark of the covenant, following the cloud in 
which God was visibly present, led the way 
before the marching columns. Where it 
rested they were to stop. It would indi­
cate where they should go and also where 
they should cease going. God knew the 
way. He had charted the wilderness. He 
knew the possible speed of the people with 
their families and effects. They were not 
to run ahead of him nor lag behind when 
he moved on. As the columns advanced, 
Moses prayed earnestly for God’s blight 
upon all their enemies and his favors upon 
all his people.

May we willingly go where God wants us 
to go, and rest in peace where he wants us 
to stop.

Tuesday, September 28 
Read Numbers 11: 4-15

Israel Loathes the Manna.—For some 
time the people had been miraculously fed 
with the manna which they got at the 
mere cost of gathering it every day. It 
was, therefore, easily had. Perhaps they 
had cattle and sheep with them which 
might have satisfied a meat-hunger, in part 
at least, but it seems they wanted the Lord 
to supply the change in diet. They were 
tired of one thing and desired the Lord to 
give them greater variety of food. If he 
could give them bread, he could give them 
meat; so they could get it without much ef­
fort or expense. Their appetites were 
greater than their relish for the spiritual 
blessings of God. They recalled the Egyp­
tian victuals, but did not take into con­
sideration the condition of Egyptian bond­
age under which they ate them. They should 
have had gratitude to God sufficient to have 
quelled the ravings of a physical appetite. 
It was natural enough for them to want 
meat. But it is often quite wrong to fol­

low a natural desire. As Moses was their 
leader, their complaint struck him directly 
and forcibly. He was in a strait betwixt 
two. On one side, he was assaulted by the 
murmuring demands of the people; and on 
the other, he was limited by the commands 
of God regarding the people. For the time, 
he shows irritation; and himself makes com­
plaint to God, declaring that the people 
held him responsible, and God held him 
accountable! In his dilemma and extremity, 
unless God would help him and lighten his 
load, he requested that God would kill him 
and thus remove him from the position 
which he felt he could not otherwise oc­
cupy.

May wc learn, with Paul, in whatever 
state wc are, therewith to be content.

Wednesday, September 29 
Read Numbers 11: 31-35.

Israel Supplied with Quail.—These 
were “quails from the sea” which were per­
haps locusts, similar to the grasshoppers 
of our fields and meadows. They were sent 
by the Lord in answer to the murmuring of 
the people, and were delivered by a wind 
that blew up from the Red Sea. They were 
piled up in a windrow about three feet 
high, one mile distant from the camp all 
around it. The people gathered them eager­
ly, working steadily all that day, all that 
night and throughout the following day. 
They did not stop to rest or sleep,—nor eat, 
except perhaps to eat the flesh as they 
gathered it. The smallest quantity which any 
one of them gathered was nearly 110 bush­
els! Every man brought in his supplies and 
spread them out around his tent, evidently 
to dry out and sweeten under the sun’s 
heat. Inordinate desire leads to inordinate 
indulgence. Their fast was broken by a 
glutinous feast. From the satiety of bread 
they fell into the surfeit of meat. Had they 
partaken moderately, no doubt, it would 
have been well with them; but, Miturally 
enough, many of them died from t* effects 
of overeating a heavy diet after having been 
without it so long. It is to be noted that 
God in this matter did not give the supply 
in the same way and manner by which he 
gave them bread. This was temporary and 
excessive. The manna was regular, and 
limited to every man’s immediate needs.

Let us beware when God sends us too 
much, or when he sends us anything in an­
swer to our complaints against his provi­
dential supplies!

Thursday, September 30 
Read Numbers 12: 1-8.

The Sin of Aaron and Miriam.—Evi­
dently Aaron and Miriam thought they were 
being eclipsed by the prominence which the 
Lord had given Moses in the administra­
tion of affairs concerning the people. Per­
haps they were offended because he did not 
consult with them often but talked with 
God all the time! They envied him. They 
charged that he had married an Ethiopian 
woman, a wife who did not belong to Is­
rael, referring either to Zipporah or to 
some other wife he had taken in the event 
Zipporah had died. He was really liberal in 
his marrying. But since the Hebrew cove­
nant was limited ceremonially to the males, 
it was not a ceremonial irregularity for 
Moses to take a wife of another nation pro­
vided she was a worshipper of the true God 
and was truly sympathetic with him in his 
covenant relations to God. It seems also 
that Aaron and Miriam had differed from 
Moses on some matter about which God 
had instructed him privately; so they asked 
if God had spoken by Moses alone? They 
were piqued. The Lord called all three 
of them to appear at the tabernacle be­
fore him. Then for a direct message, he 
called Aaron and Miriam to him. Doubt­
less Moses heard all God said to his sister 
and brother. Jehovah declared that he 
had indeed spoken directly to Moses: good 
reason why. He had been faithful and 
obedient in all things: that was more than 
could have been said of either of them. 
Furthermore, while Aaron was priest, he 
was not a prophet, and there were no pro­
phets in Israel by whose mouths the word 
of the Lord might be given to the people. 
So God rebuked them for speaking ill of 
their brother.

May we have so much love for God that 
we will not despise those whom he prefers 
and elevates above ourselves.

Friday, October 1
Read Numbers 12: 9-16.

Moses Prays for Miriam.—It seems that 
Miriam must have been the chief offender
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in the case of pique against Moses, for 
when the cloud lifted from the tabernacle 
where the three met God, Aaron saw that 
she was white with leprosy. Aaron was 
swift and eager to confess his sin to Moses, 
addressing him “my lord" and saying, “We 
have sinned." He was glad enough that 
Moses, for whose intimate fellowship and 
conversations with God they had despised 
him, would now renew his touch with Je­
hovah in her behalf. And he whom they 
hated immediately became their intercessor. 
This was proof they were wrong all the 
time. His power with the Almighty is in­
voked to avert the direful consequences of 
their envy of him. In answer to his prayer 
God grants her restoration but she must 
undergo the prescribed form of ceremonial 
purification and remain outside the camp 
for seven days. She needed to recognise 
God’s requirements as to personal purity 
and piety. While she remained outside the 
camp, the entire body of Israelites remained 
in camp; and did not go on until the days 
of her purification were ended. How often 
has it been true, and how frequently it is 
so now, that the sin of one delays and holds 
back the whole army of God! They can not 
go forward until they can all go together.

May wo settle our personal differences be­
fore the Lord, in answer to his summons to 
appear in judgment before him; for he 
alone can sift all hearts and discern all 
things in righteousness!

Saturday, October 2
Read Hebrews 11: 13-16

The Journey of Faith.—It was by faith 
that the patriarchs and worthies of old 
moved from place to place as they were led 
by the Lord. They were the foundation on 
which God laid his plans for the rearing 
of a people for himself. They could not 
comprehend all there was In his mind con­
cerning them. But they could believe. And 
believing, they could see ahead. Follow­
ing his orders they went out of their native 
lands into countries with which they were 
unacquainted. The promises of God to them 
had a long reach, stretching far beyond the 
life of any of them. They all died before 
the promises of God to them had been ful­
filled; yet from afar they saw the fulfill­
ment of them. By faith they entered into 
the enjoyment of all God had assured them 
of. They looked with the pilgrim’s eyes

who journeys to another and better coun­
try. who passes through this world aimnlv 
because the road to heaven leads this way. 
Not one of them was so concerned about 
the land of his nativity that he cared to go 
hack to it, else he might have returned- 
but with faith and affection set on God* 
he moved onward toward the better land.’ 
The promises of God were ever before each 
of them. They grew brighter and brighter 
until the day in which their death revealed 
the glories of all that had been promised 
God s people seek a better world. They de­
sire to see and to help make this world bet- 
ter; but as for themselves, their chief con- 
corn is not a better world to live in, but a 
better country to go to. Still the road to 
heaven through this world may be im­
proved for the sake of those who must fol­
low after us.

May we by faith lay hold upon the rich 
and precious promises of God, and trust 
him for guidance through the wilderness of 
this life into the life everlasting!

Sunday, October 3 
Read Psalm 34: 1-8.

Jehovah, Our Refuge—With genuine 
humility, the Psalmist asserts that his boast 
is in the Lord. He can not say enough 
about what God has done for him; nor can 
any praise be adequate to express his affec­
tion and gratitude. God’s goodness and 
power were shown in delivering him from 
his fears,—from all that would make him 
afraid, so that he could rest in perfect peace 
of mind. Jehovah was his refuge, strong 
and indestructible, against which no enemy 
of his soul could prevail. He kept his 
angelic guards constantly on duty around 
the camp of his people. All who fear God 
have nothing to make them afraid; because 
the fear of God is the secret of peace as 
well as the beginning of wisdom. All who 
are thus guarded and defended will be de­
livered from their distresses though they 
may not be exempt from them. God may 
not save us from trouble but will assuredly 
save us out of it. While the sentinels of 
God stand around us, no evil can befall us.

May we ever enjoy that sense of security 
which comes of a complete, implicit faith 
in God as our refuge and deliverer.

Lesson 2—October 10

The Report of the 
Spies

Read Numbers 13: 1 to 14: 45
Devotional Reading—Psalm 95: 1-7.
Golden Text—H'e are well able to over­

come it. Numbers 13; 30.
Faith in God la always optimistic. It I. not self- 

centered, but God-centered. It does not boast, but 
believes. It takes hold of unseen spiritual forces 
and brings them into action. It sees results which 
it can not itself achieve. It does not close its eyes 
to hardships and difficulties, but keeps them open to 
the signs and evidences of a sure triumph over them 
by the grace and power of God. Caleb and Joshua 
were confident that God would enable the people of 
Israel to overcome the giants and break down the 
walled cities of Canaan.

•».
Lesson Text

Numbers 13: 23-33
I. Mementoes of the Land.

23 And they came unto the valley of Eshcol. and 
cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes, and they bare it upon a staff between two; 
they brought also of the pomegranates, and of the 
figs.

24 That place was called the valley of Eshcol. 
because of the cluster which the Children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
II. The Return of the Spies.

25 And they returned from spying out the land at 
the end of forty days.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, 
and to all the congregation of the Children of Israel, 
unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought 
hack word unto them, and unto all the congregation, 
and showed them the fruit of the land.

Unanimous Report.
27 And they told him, and said. We came unto the 

land whither thou sen test us; and surely it floweth 
wth milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.

28 Howbeit the people that dwell in the land are 
strong, and the cities are fortified, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

29 Amalek dwelleth in the land of the South; and 
the Hittite, and the Jebusite. and the Amorite. dwell 
• n the hill-country; and the Canaanite dwelleth by 
the sea. and along by the side of the Jordan.
IV. A Double Testimony.

30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and 
said. Let us go up at once, and possess it a for we 
are well able to overcome it. ■

81 But the men that went up with him said. We 
are not able to go up against the people; for they 
ure stronger than we.

And brought up an evil report of the land 
which they had spied out unto the Children oT Israel, 
aaying. The land, through which we have gone to 
spy it out, is a land that eateth up th# inhabitants 
thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are 
men of great etature.

33 And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of 
Anak. who com# of the Nephilim: and w# were-in 
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so wo wer# in 
their sight.

Lesson Comment
1. Mementoes of the Land.—From 

Kadesh-barnea, the twelve spies crossed 
over into the promised land in order to find 
out the character of the country and its 
inhabitants. The expedition was not neces­
sary except to get a first-hand knowledge 
of the country before the army of Israel 
should enter it to begin the conquest. While 
in Canaan, they gathered of the fruits and 
products of the land as evidences of its 
productiveness and thte fertility of its soil. 
The grapes of Eshcol were so abundant and 
prolific that it took two men to carry one 
of the large clusters.

2. The Return of the Spies.—After 
they had been spying out the land for forty 
days, they returned to the camp of Israel 
at Kadesh, bearing the fruits they had 
gathered in Canaan and came to Moses and 
Aaron and to all the assembly of Israel to 
give an account of their trip. It was an 
anxious moment with the people who felt 
that much depended upftn their report.

2. A Unanimous Report.—The entire 
twelve men agreed as to the nature of the 
country and as to the character and tribes 
of people living in different parts of it. 
All they had heard about the goodly land 
was so, and even better than had been told 
them; for it truly flowed with milk and 
honey. But the giants were in the land. 
And it was occupied by fierce war-like tribes. 
It was bounded on the south by the Amale- 
kite; on the north, in the hill country, by 
the Hittite, the Jebusite and the Amorite; 
on the northwest by the Canaanite and the 
Mediterranean Sea; and on the northeast 
by the Canaanite and the river Jordan; and 
in the center its great cities were well forti­
fied and defended by giants!

4. A Double Testimony.—When thia re­
port reached the ears of the people they 
were greatly agitated. Consternation and 
despair gripped them. But Caleb urged 
that they should go at once to possess the 
country. But there were ten of their num­
ber who spoke differently and affirmed that 
they were not able to take it. The majority 
report was accepted by the people and a 
general desperation followed, which resulted 
in God sending all of them back into the 
wilderness to remain there until every man 
of them then living, except Cal^b and 
Joshua, should pass away.
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Daily Readings
Monday, October 4

Read Numbers 13: 17-24
The Spies Sent Out.—When the Israel­

ites, on their journey toward Canaan, ar­
rived at Kadesh-barnea, situated south of 
the Promised Land, God commanded Moses 
to send spies over into the land and make a 
survey of the territory and its features. 
This was done because it was better that 
the people should not enter the land un­
prepared to take it, as they were, than to 
make a blind effort at its conquest and fail, 
as they certainly would have done, with no 
more faith than they had at the time. That 
which should not have been necessary was 
needful. One man was chosen from each of 
the twelve tribes. Thus the party was 
thoroughly representative, and doubtless 
represented the sentiment of all the people. 
Moses commanded that they go through 
the entire land and make note of its several 
features. Obedient to their commander, 
they traversed the entire length of the 
land, from the southernmost point just 
north of the wilderness of Zin to Rehob 
located up among the Lebanon mountains 
on the caravan route which led southward 
from Hamath in Syria. They found it a 
land of big products, both in people and 
fruits. There were giants in walled cities 
and Eshcol grapes so large that it took 
two men to carry one cluster. Size being 
considered an index to vitality, the spies 
supposed it to be an exceedingly fertile 
and prosperous country.

Let us not suppose that God invariably 
given us command* according to hi* will, 
because they may be given sometime* on 
account of our weakness!

Tuesday, October 5
Read Numbers 1,3: 25-33

The Report of the Spies.—It was an 
accurate and complete report which was 
made by the spies on their return to Moms 
and Aaron in the camp of Israel at Kadesh- 
barnea. Caleb, as the spokesman for the 
minority, Joshua being his only colleague, 
was first heard by the people who had suf­
fered terrible depression of spirit when they 
had information concerning the giants and 
tbe walled cities in Canaan. He suggested 
that they go at once into the land. Delay 

would increase the depression of the people 
—it would give them more time to talk 
about and magnify their difficulties. A 
hard job is best undertaken at once. He 
“stilled the people.” He evidently could 
have prevailed but for the majority report 
which said that Israel could not take the 
land. There were ten against two; and the 
majority report prevailed. The sentiment 
of the people was well represented in the 
recommendations of the scouts. It is al­
ways characteristic of pessimism and doubt 
to exaggerate difficulties. In fact, doubt 
itself is an exaggeration, a lie. So the ten 
said that the inhabitants of Canaan were 
cannibals; and declared that all the natives 
were great in stature and that the giants 
were the descendants of giants—giants for 
generations back! They also exaggerated 
their own insignificance and said they were 
like grasshoppers in the sight of the giants 
as they were in their own sight.

May the voice of hope, though it be ut­
tered by a few, be more charming to us 
than a wail of despair though it be the 
chorus of the many!

Wednesday, October 6 
Read Numbers 14: 1-10

Why Israel Failed at Kadesh.—The 
cowardice of the people was shown by their 
wailing and lamentation. Brave men may 
shed tears but they do not wail. An over­
whelming majority of the Israelites were 
opposed to advancing on Canaan. They 
were a long way from Egypt and had been 
journeying for two whole years. They fell 
into a general and bitter complaint against 
their leaders, Moses and Aaron, for bring­
ing them on such a “wild goose chase,” as 
they evidently thought the whole scheme to 
have been. The thought of Egypt led them 
to make plans for a return to Egypt. They 
knew Moses would not lead them back; 
that he was not more disposed to do it than 
they were inclined to ask him to do so. 
Hence they declared they would elect a cap­
tain to command a returning expedition. 
That was schism of a serious nature. Moses 
and Aaron were prostrate in their extrem­
ity and distress. Joshua and Caleb again 
took the witness stand to affirm their be­
lief that the land was good and worth 
fighting for, and that God was good and 

would certainly help them to win it. Above 
all things, Caleb urged the people not to 
rebel against God. When the angry crowd 
was about to stone Caleb and Joshua, the 
cloud descended on the tabernacle, and God 
took a hand in the affair.

May we ever have the courage of faith 
that will lead us on in God’s plan for our 
live* even though our reason wail* and 
our vision fails!

Thursday, October 7 
Read Hebrews 4: 1-7.

Shut Out By Unbelief.—The fate of Is­
rael at Kadesh should be a warning against 
unbelief of all time. But how seldom one 
generation profits by the experiences 
through which preceding ones have passed! 
Though God had promised them a rest, a 
place for the quiet possession of God's gifts 
and the undisturbed worship of him, yet 
they could not enter into it except upon 
faith. God’s word had been clearly made 
known to the Israelites but because it was 
not “mixed with faith” it wTas not fruitful 
and they were shut out from their inherit­
ance. It is by faith that we become heirs 
of God, and win his rest,—that which re- 
maineth to the people of God. Rest is the 
finish of faith. The seventh day which 
marked the completion of God’s creative 
activity in which it was “by faith that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God,” 
was God’s “rest” day. He did not need 
quiet or isolation, relaxation or repose. 
His rest was the crowning point of his 
achievements. Heaven as the goal of all 
our aspirations and the promised inherit­
ance can not be won by cowardly shirking 
the warfare against sin and satan. It 
is not on flowery beds of ease that we are 
carried heavenward. The gate is strait 
and the way is narrow; and few there be 
that find it. The majority go elsewhere. 
That day of rest spoken of by David in 
one of his Psalms is the season « grace 
eternal, the everlasting sabbatism of 
heaven, “where congregations ne’er break 
up and Sabbaths never end.”

In hope of that eternal rest, let us bear 
up bravely against all our hardships; let 
us hear the voice of our God above the 
laments of faithless companions.

Friday, October 8 
Read Psalm 46: 1-11.

Our Refuge and Strength.—God is our 
“present help in trouble.” He is not an 
absent helper,—one who assists at a dis­
tance or who merely sends remembrances. 
But he comes with his mercies, and as a 
veritable cloud overhanging our lives, he 
can be seen if we have the open spiritual 
eye to behold him. He is with us, person­
ally, not by proxy. “Immanuel,” or “God 
with us” is his name. What he does and 
can do for us banishes all our fears, or is 
enough to do so, even though the earth and 
mountains be 'removed; and though the 
roaring floods devastate our lands and pro­
ducts. The river of God’s grace does not 
destroy, though it constantly overflows, but 
“makes glad the city of God,” the holy 
place where he abides. Those who have 
Jesus with them need not have any fear of 
being swamped by the rolling billows of a 
storm-swept sea. When he speaks, the rag­
ing kingdoms of the tforld are moved and 
earth-upheavals melt and flow down into a 
placid calm. God’s work of desolation and 
destruction among men is merely the foun­
dation work for the erection of his kingdom 
on the earth; and all that is foreign to his 
plans must be removed. It is he alone 
who maketh wars to cease. His is the only 
reign and realm of love: and universal 
love, not international law, is the only anti­
dote to hate and warfare among men.

May our hearts be still before Jehovah; 
may we wait for him to make bare his 
mighty arm as our refuge and strength.

Saturday, October 9 
Read Hebrews 11: 1-10.

Triumphant Faith.—Faith in God i« 
the ground of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. Faith is a thing of 
merit only when it is reposed in the proper 
person. Faith that wins and is attended by 
blessings is that which has God for its ob­
ject, who is worthy to be trusted, and in­
finitely so. On it we may build our hope 
for the future; by it we may behold the in­
visible. By it, God made the world,—hav­
ing seen it before he made it, as the 
architect visualizes his building plans be­
fore he draws them; he sees them with 
his eyes shut! Abel, by faith and not by 
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precept or precedent, offered a more accept­
able sacrifice than his brother Cain, be­
cause in his slain lamb he expressed deeper 
devotion than did Cain in bringing grain for 
a mere formal worship. By faith, Enoch 
was translated, beholding the invisible Je­
hovah with whom he had walked in this 
world. By faith, Noah built an ark, rely­
ing upon God’s word concerning the coming 
of the flood; seeing the deluge before it 
came, he was ready with the divinely ar­
ranged plan for his own safety and that 
of his family. The faith of Abraham first 
appeared when, at God’s word, he left his 
native land of Ur and journeyed west­
wardly to a country he knew not of, except 
that it was the place to which God had 
ordered him to go.

Afay we have that faith in God which 
will give us the victory over our fears and 
timidity, and which will lead us whither­
soever God's voice directs.

Sunday, October 10 
Read Psalm 95: 1-11.

The Danger of Doubt.—Praise and 
Thanksgiving to God will dispel doubt and 
distrust of him; and will effectually avoid 
the dangers of questioning his wisdom and 
goodness. Doubt is unreasonable, irration­
al: because Jehovah is the great God, the 
King of kings, the Deity above all divini­
ties; the deep places of the earth are in 
his hands,—as he holds the globe in the 
hollow thereof; he made the sea and the 
dry land. These things did not take place 
by chance. They are the work of a supreme 
Intelligence. To question it is to show 
a narrow mind and a perverted moral sense. 
Doubt is unkind: Jehovah is our leader and 
shepherd: we are his sheep; he has shown 
us every attention and care; how ungrate­
ful it would be to doubt his sincerity or to 
question his voice and authority! Doubt 
is inconsistent: with the examples of its 
dangers and penalties on record before us, 
—such as that of Israel at Kadesh from 
which they were turned back into the wild­
erness and kept out of the Promised Land 
for thirty-eight years.

May the goodness of God to us, as well as 
a knowledge of hie punishment upon others 
for their doubts and distrust of him. lead 
us to constant and unfailing faith in him.

Moses Honored in His 
Death

Read Deut. 32: 46-52; 34: 5-8
Devotional Reading—Psalm 116: 12-19 

Golden Text—Precious in the sight of
Jehovah is the death of his saints. Psalm 
116:15.

w« ar. not .reu.wmed to look upon talk 
M in th. .I.ht ol th. Lord.

K from our .Undpolnt rather than from Uut ot hl. Mints. B^.uw th. live. of hia „prwloua to him. thrlr death, aa th. “nd ”Sd fuT 
accompliahm.t of life, I. ...» mor. ao. Hr often 
wonderfully prevent, their death, and ord.ra th! 
very rlrcurn.ian.rv! ot It when It muat take place 
£ Jh.' ^r h,mulhe harvest time for brln.m, 
n the eolden .heaven from earth with which hr dll. th^Jr?nr*r T r‘Vn- 11 b •1’”P»rol"s" e< 

Jn°lhe Fat^houae" ‘

Lesson Text
L aP1** of Mo»« 32).

■" »—
lh“ *??. ,""to 'bem?W your heart unto all
" J7>rd* wh,eh. 1 testify unto you this day. which 

ye shall command your children to observe to do. even 
au me words of this law.

47 For it is no vain thing for you; because it 
is your life, and through this thing ye shall prolong 

land, whither ye go over the Jordan

II- The Mandate to Moses (Deut. 32).
day M»yi<ngJeh°Vah ,pBke unto Mom* that

u?.,Pt® ,h’’ mountain of Aharim. unto 
Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is 
217».nV nfl ,*rfcho’ «»»<i hchold the land of Canaan, 
s^ton- K *e Unt° *** Ch,Mpen ot I,rMl for • P<*“

50 And die in the mount whither thou goest up.
J?*}h?red unto ,hp as Aaron thy

brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people:
treapaased against me in the midst

2, v a t , IL of ,"rael al the waters of Meribah 
ln.tb’’ wilderness of Zin: because ye sanc-

« J”* nLOt ,n’h* mid"t of ,h* Children of Israel.
52 For thou «ha|t MPP the land before thee; but thou 

ahalt not go thither Into the land which I give the 
Children of Israel.
“I Mournint for Moses (Deut. 34).

6 » > , » lhe ■®rvant of Jehovah died there in 
the land of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah.

u nd "e hurled him in the valley in the land of 
Moab over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth 
of his sepulchre unto this day.

7 And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old 
wnen he died: his eye waa not dim. nor his natural 
force abated.

« And the Children of Israel wept for Moses In the 
plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping in 
the mourning for Moses were ended.

Lesson Comment
1. The Message of Moses. The forty 

years’ wandering in the wilderness were 
dosing, and unbelief had died out in Israel 
with the death of that generation of men 
who at Kadesh thirty-eight years before had 
been guilty of mutiny and rebellion against 
God. Aaron had died also while the people 
were at Mount Hor in the wilderness. Now 
Moses is to be taken away from them. He 
delivers his farewell message to them, re­
counting the mercies and instructions which 
they had received from Jehovah. The peo­
ple themselves were urged to obey God, 
and to command their children after them 
to all generations to heed the words of the 
Lord. For in their obedience to them, they 
would find their own highest life, and would 
prolong their days in the land to which 
they were soon to go.

2. The Mandate to Moses. God gave 
Moses final instructions concerning his own 
last days and death, ordering him to go 
alone to Mount Nebo in the land of Moab 
over against Jericho, from the summit of 
which he might be given a vision of the 
land lying west of the Jordan river, the 
Canaan of Promise upon which he would be 
allowed to look but which he would not be 
permitted to enter because he had failed 
to honor God by the waters of Meribah in 
the wilderness of Zin: where he had said 
to the murmuring people who were rebel­
lious in their thirst, “Hear ye now, ye 
rebels, shall we (assuming too much power 
himself) bring you water out of this rock?’’ 
In that he had failed to give sufficient honor 
to God as the only power by which he could 
make a solid rock become a gushing foun­
tain.

3. The Mourning for Moses. After 
viewing the land of Canaan, Moses died on 
Mount Nebo, and his body was laid by Je­
hovah himself in an unknown sepulcher,—■ 
a wise provision of Providence lest his bones 
should afterward be exhumed ;^d wor­
shiped. He was 120 years old when he 
died; and his eye was not dimmed nor his 
natural strength abated. He had been kept 
by Jehovah in an unusual health and vigor. 
To retain one’s full natural powers to so 
great an age is nothing less than miracu­
lous. But his excessively hard work had 
not impaired him, and he suffered none of 
the ill effects of any excesses whatever.

Daily Readings
Monday, October 11

Read Deuteronomy 34: 1-8
Moses Honored in His Death.—How 

this man of God was honored in his leaving 
the world! Though his eye was not dim­
med by reason of his great age it was not 
naturally strong enough to see the whole 
land of Promise which God permitted him 
by supernatural vision to behold from the 
summmit of mount Nebo. He was honored in 
being permitted to die according to the word 
of Jehovah, not by disease or from accident 
or other natural cause; but God simply said 
the word and he passed away. God hon­
ored him in performing for him the last 
rites, and with hands divine laid him in an 
unknown sepulcher, the mystery of which 
marked his demise as a scene of surpas­
sing distinction. He was honored in being 
permitted to enjoy a hale and hearty old 
age, and in being allowed to maintain his 
usefulness and powef. until the very last. 
How many men suffer waning strength of 
mind and body so that dotage terminates 
their terms of active service years before 
they enter into rest! Moses retained his 
physical vigor until the day of his death. 
He was honored in being mourned so sin­
cerely by the people. How honorable it is 
to have a great concourse of people attend 
one’s funeral, the poor and rich, the scholar 
and the uneducated, all, for the time, a 
brotherhood of mourners under a common 
bereavement!

May we honor God in our lives if we 
would have him honor us in our death.

Tuesday, October 12
Read Deuteronomy 32: 1-10

The Song of Moses.—Moses was a great 
poet as well as a lawgiver. This song was 
composed by him just before his death and 
was delivered to the people of Israel as his 
farewell message. In his introduction, he 
calls for attention to what he is going to 
say, assuring his hearers that his words 
are like the rain and the dew which will 
bless and fructify all who will receive them. 
He ascribes to Jehovah the characteristics 
of greatness, truth, justice and righteous­
ness. That is his starting point. It is the 
proposition which he lays down. Then he 
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arraigns the people because they have cor­
rupted themselves, the blots and splotches 
that mar their characters are not of God’s 
making but of their own wrong doing. He 
charges them with ingratitude to God who 
had been a father to them, who bought 
them, made them and established them. 
They were inclined to suppose that God had 
not done any more for them than a father 
ought to do, and that he was not deserving 
of any gratitude at their hands on that ac­
count. How base in a child to thus dis- 
esteem a parent! Moses appeals to the 
people to remember the days of old of which 
a few of the elders, especially Caleb and 
Joshua, could tell them. With a swing of 
his sublime poetic imagination, he bids the 
people bear in mind that from Adam down, 
God had set the boundaries of the nations 
to conform to his plans of making a people 
for himself. He assures them that the 
Lord’s portion of the earth is not its wealth 
but his own people who are in it, whom he 
found in a desert land of bondage and in 
the howling wilderness of distress, whom he 
instructed, kept and loved as “the apple of 
his eye.”

May we remember the goodness of God 
in days gone by that we may the more fjully 
trust him for the days that are to come.

Wednesday, October 13
Read Deuteronomy 32: 11-21

The Song of Moses.—Continuing the 
poem, Moses declared to the people that 
God had made their beds in Egypt thorny 
in order that they might be induced by their 
circumstances to leave, and journey to God’s 
appointed place for them; as the eagle 
stirs up her nest and flutters over her 
young in order that the nest may be uncom­
fortable for them and that she may teach 
them the use of their wings. God had al­
ready abundantly blessed them with bounti­
ful provisions; and two and a half tribes 
had been settled in the fertile countries 
east of the Jordan. But "Jeshurun,”' or 
as some say, “an upright people,” becom­
ing fat and well-fed, forgot their benefac­
tor and fell into base ingratitude and gross 
idolatry, worshipping gods new and old. He 
charges that they had been unmindful of 
the Rock out of which they had been hewn.

Therefore Jehovah is angry with those who 
have led his sons and daughters to do evil 
and to forget him. Their idolatry has 
moved him to jealousy, and their vanities 
have made him angry with them. So he 
will provoke them to anger by allowing a 
foolish and insignificant or barbarous peo­
ple to prevail against them, and thus bring 
them to a shameful defeat and indignity 
before a shameless foe.

In our prosperity, may we not forget God 
who is the giver of every blessing and whose 
anger will be kindled by our ingratitude.

Thursday, October 14
Read Deuteronomy 32: 22-34

The Song of Moses.—Terrible judg­
ments are pronounced against a rebellious 
and unbelieving people. The fires of God 
should consume them, with burning thirsts, 
with devastating conflagrations, with 
scorching drought and heat, and with the 
burning poisons of serpents and the venom­
tipped arrows of their enemies. War and 
its fatal consequences would have to be 
endured. The sword that slays old and 
young, the non-combatant as well as the 
belligerent, is against them, or would be 
sent upon them. But for his honor among 
the nations of the earth, a people so besotted 
would be scattered into the corners of the 
world where they would be nevermore heard 
of or seen; dissipated and extinguished 
because of their unworthiness. But he rea­
sons with them: how could one Israelite 
chase a thousand Canaanites, or two put 
ten thousand to flight, but by the power of 
Jehovah their Rock? The strength of those 
who worship other gods is not to be com­
pared with the might of the people whose 
strength is in Jehovah. Many a fallen 
kingdom that lay along the pathway of 
their journey to the promised land could 
testify as to that. If they will be faithful, 
the prosperity of their enemies will be evil 
and short-lived, their vines shall be as the 
vineyards of Sodom, their grapes would be 
gall, and their wine as the poison of asps. 
So great is God’s care for his people that 
he turns the wholesome products of their 
enemies into fatal drugs!

May the judgments and warnings of God 
lead us to repentance and to follaw more 
closely where he leads.

Friday, October 15
Read Deuteronomy 32: 35-43

The Song of Moses.—The day of reckon­
ing is coming to all the enemies of God and 
of his people. Vengeance belongs to God, 
and he will certainly repay, though it may 
be a long time before he does so. In his 
mercy to his people, he will show them his 
contempt for idol-gods by doing for them 
what idols can not do. Who is it that eats 
the fat of sacrifices? the worshiper of 
idols or the worshiper of Jehovah? What 
has God done that no idol could do? Je­
hovah is the God who kills and makes alive; 
idols can neither kill nor make alive. They 
have no actual power either over life or 
death. Jehovah wounds and then heals the 
wounds he has made. It is Jehovah who, 
with uplifted hand in solemn oath, affirms 
that he lives forever: while idols change, 
rise and fall, are begotten and perish. 
Anew, warning is issued against all who 
oppose him, for Jehovah whets his glitter­
ing sword, and his arrows are drunk with 
blood. But consolation is offered to all who 
are faithful to him. In Israel there was a 
believing remnant who would receive God’s 
endless protection and blessings. These 
would be supplemented by Gentile adherents 
who would rejoice that God’s election and 
grace had saved a people for himself. 
Therefore the “Nations” are bidden to re­
joice because to them also w’ould the cove­
nants of promise be extended.

May we ever remember that God’s favors 
are not given in partiality, but that in 
blessing us he means to extend his kindness 
through us to others.

Saturday, October 16 
Read Hebrews 11: 23-31

The Faith of Moses.—By faith, his 
parents hid him for three months in their 
home against the edict of the Kin^of Egypt 
that all Hebrew male children should be 
killed at birth. This was faith exercised 
for him. “When he was come to years,” he 
exercised faith of his own and surrendered 
his position as a prince in Egypt because he 
had “respect unto the recompense of re­
ward.” It was his faith that led him to 
side with Israel and take the part of an 
oppressed brother, on account of which he 

had to leave Egypt, “seeing him who is in­
visible” to whom he had to be true. It was 
his faith that led him to observe the pass- 
over, believing that God would save the first­
born by the sprinkling of blood. Faith led 
Israel to cross the Red Sea on dry ground, 
with a wall of water on each side of them, 
trusting that God would keep the walls 
standing until they could get across: which 
the Egyptians, attempting to do, were 
drowned. It was faith, not a psychic force, 
whick knocked down the walls of Jericho, 
Israel compassing it seven days in succes­
sion according to the command of God. It 
was faith on Rahab’s part that saved her 
house from destruction when Jericho fell, 
because she had hid the spies when they 
were surveying the country thirty-eight 
years before, believing God would some 
day give them the city.

God give us more faith, and more people 
of the stronger faith.

Sunday, October 17 
Read Psalm 116: 12-19

The Final Triumph of the Believer.— 
The Psalmist, doubtless David, expresses 
his gratitude to God for having given him 
the scepter. He acknowledges that it was 
God who had made him king. How can 
he return all God’s goodness? He will 
“take the cup of salvation” and make a 
drink offering of thankfulness. He will call 
upon God. He will acknowledge his debt 
to him, and to that extent make return. 
As Milton says, “The grateful soul by owe- 
ing, owes not but stands at once indebted 
and discharged.” None need be derelict in 
thanksgiving since perhaps the best return 
is an acknowledgment of indebtedness. He 
will entertain good thoughts about God, in 
whose sight the death of the saints is pre­
cious. Therefore, he will go under obliga­
tions to God forever, because Jehovah had 
begotten him, loosed his bands and made 
him free. He makes it a point of conscience 
to pay his vows in God’s honor before the 
people. He acknowledges God publicly in 
worship in the Lord’s house. For the honor 
of Jehovah, he lives and gives, he prays 
and pays.

May we honor the Lord by grateful hearts 
and by recognized obligations to him for his 
mercies and blessings.
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Lesson 4—October 24

Joshua, Israel’s New 
Leader

Read Numbers 27: 18-20; Joshua 1: 1-9.
Devotional Reading—Proverbs 2: 1-8.

Golden Text—Be strong and of good cour­
age; . . . for Jehovah thy God is 
with thee withersoever thou goest, Joshua 
1: 9.

How can one “be strong” when he is weak? Can 
one by force of his own will develop strength or 
make himself strong? The command to "be strong” 
refers to a borrowed strength.—that which comes 
from God.

Letton Text
I. The Leader and the Lawgiver (Numbers 27).

18 And Jehovah said unto Muses, Take thee Joshua 
the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay 
thy hand upon him;

19 And set him before Eleazar the priest, and 
before all the congregation ; and give him a charge 
in their sight.

20 And thou shalt put of thine honor upon him, 
that all the congregation of the Children of Israel 
may obey.
II. The Leader and the Lord (Joshua 1).

Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the 
servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spake unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying.
III. The Leader and the Land (Joshua 1).

2 Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, 
go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto 
the Ignd which I do give to them, even to the Children 
of Israel.

8 Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spake unto 
Moses.

4 From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the 
going down of the sun. shall be your border.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee; I will not fail the.?, nor for­
sake thee.
IV- The Leader and the Law (Joshua 1).

6 Be strong and of good courage; for thou shalt 
cause this people to inherit the land which I aware 
unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be strong and very courageous, to observe 
to do according to all the law. which Mos.* my 
servant commanded thee: turn not from It to the 
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good 
success whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according 
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success.

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
go<gl courage; be not affrlghtened. neither be thou 
dismayed: for Jehovah thy God is with thee whither­
soever thou goest.

Lesson Comment
1. The Leader and the Lawgiver, 

Moses’ work was ended. God had appointed 
his successor. Moses did not choose him 
himself. No organization of God’s people 
is a self-perpetuating body: It must be a 
divine plan. Moses was commanded to 
recognize God’s selection and to lay his 
hand upon him in formal transfer of his 
position as leader of Israel; and set him 
before Eleazar, the priest, for ceremonial 
recognition, and then before the whole con­
gregation for popular acclamation. Moses 
was to give him a charge in the sight and 
hearing of the people; so that both the Is­
raelites and their new leader might hear a 
final word of counsel from him.

2. The Leader and the Lord. When 
Moses died, Jehovah spoke directly to Jos­
hua, as he had with Moses before him. 
Joshua was thus assured of God’s acknowl­
edgment of him as the leader of the peo­
ple in the conquest of Canaan.

8. The Leader and the Land. Joshua 
was commanded to settle the larger number 
of the tribes of Israel west of the Jordan 
river, and all that territory which had been 
supernaturally shown to Moses on Mount 
Nebo was described to Joshua as an ob­
jective oi conquest. God had zgiven the 
people all that land lying north of the 
Wilderness of Zin, south of the Euphrates 
river in Syria of the Hittites and east of 
the Mediterranean Sea. That was a big 
job. But God assured Joshua that no man 
would be able to stand before him, for he 
would be with him and not forsake him.

4. The Leader and the Law. God then 
gave a personal charge to Joshua. He 
was commanded to embody in his own life 
those principles of faith and loyalty which 
alone could make him a w’ise and safe leader 
for the people. He must be strong in spirit 
and himself observe all the law which Moses 
had commanded; how else would the people 
be induced to do so? The book of the 
law should not depart out of his mouth,— 
both for the reading and the expounding of 
it. Then only would he know the way of 
the Lord and be able to teach it to the 
people under his command. He was bidden 
to remember that it was God who had given 
him his command and the command of the 
people.

Daily Readings
Monday, October 18 

Read Exodus 17: 8-16
Joshua’s First Battle. — When the 

Amalekites came up against the people of 
Israel in Rephidim, Moses commanded Jos­
hua, as captain of the army, to mobilize 
the soldiers for the battle against them. 
He himself would stand on the top of the 
hill overlooking the battlefield with the 
rod of God in his hand,—that rod which had 
been so often the instrument of divine power 
for the relief of Israel. Accordingly Jos­
hua and the army went into the fight; and 
Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top 
of the hill. The tide of battle moved with 
the rod in Moses’ hands. Human affairs 
rise or fall, go forward or fall backward as 
God’s standards are held up or lowered. 
Because of the exceedingly great strain 
on Moses’ arms in holding them upright so 
long, rendering it physically impossible for 
him to do so long enough to enable Joshua 
to conquer Amalek, Aaron and Hur them­
selves assisted him in holding them up. 
Thus human agencies often need human 
helpers. God gave them a complete vic­
tory, and one which would “utterly put out 
the remembrance of Amalek under heaven.”

May we hold up the hands of God's serv­
ants as they are raised to heaven in our 
behalf.

Tuesday, October 19 
Read Exodus 24: 12-18

Joshua, Moses’ Minister.—When Moses 
went up into the Mount to receive the tables 
of stone containing the law, he took Joshua, 
his attendant, with him. Moses evidently 
perceived the future of the younger man, 
and desired that he might enter as far as 
possible into the heart-searching experi­
ences with God which might qualify him for 
the position for which undoubtedly Jehovah 
was fitting him. The glory of ^ie Lord 
covered,the Mount for six days during 
which, it seems, Moses was in absolute soli­
tude. On the seventh day God spoke to 
him. Moses remained on the mountain 
forty days. This must have deeply im­
pressed Joshua who was thus drilled in a 
close-up knowledge and experience of God, 
sharing with Moses the benefits of God’s 
direct revelations, God would afterward 

need to speak to him personally. Let Joshua 
become accustomed to interviews with Je­
hovah. Aaron and Hur were left in the 
camp to attend to matters of administra­
tion. The future was with the young man 
in his fellowship with the aged chieftain in 
glorious experiences with God.

May we have the greatest possible care 
for the training of God’s leaders to take the 
place of those ivho must erelong fall.

Wednesday, October 20 
Read Numbers 27: 15-23

Joshua’s Consecration.—A 11 h o u g h 
Moses must have had his eye on Joshua as 
his successor, he wanted God to choose and 
to express his choice. God selected and 
named Joshua, a man in whom “the spirit” 
was. He possessed moral character, firm­
ness, integrity. Thus Moses was permit­
ted to install his successor,—a most happy 
event. It augurs well when a change in 
administration takes place with the retir­
ing leader placing his hands in blessings 
on the head of the incoming one. Moses 
placed Joshua in a position of great ad­
vantage in thus formally recognizing him 
before the people. How hard It is for a 
new man to make a new start without the 
friendly personal assistance of his pre­
decessor! The program of his consecra­
tion service looks very much like an or­
dination schedule: Laying on of hands, by 
Moses: Prayer, by Eleazar, the priest, “who 
asked counsel for him after the judgment 
of Urim before the Lord”; Presentation to 
congregation and Charge, by Moses.

May we remember always that our hue- 
cess in life involves the setting apart of 
those who are to come after us in the serv­
ice of God and his people.

Thursday, October 21 
Read Deuteronomy 31: 1-9

Mosbb’ Charge to Joshua.—4n his 
charge to Joshua, Moses first spoke to the 
people announcing his own retirement. The 
time had come for them to go on into Ca­
naan, but he himself would not be permitted 
to enter, so they must go forward without 
him. His work was done; he could no 
longer “go in and out before them,”—re­
ferring to his custom of going in and out 
of the tabernacle while the people stood 
looking on, every man at his tent door. He 
could no longer be God’s man toward them.
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But Jehovah would go with them. The 
cause is greater than any man in it. Lead­
ers fall but others are raised up to take 
their places. He urged upon the people 
the necessity of holding fast their confidence 
in God. They would trust their new leader 
provided they had sufficient faith in God. 
Then he addressed Joshua before all the 
people, imposing the responsibility for lead­
ership on him, and saying, “Thou must go.” 
He assured Joshua that Jehovah would be 
with him and that he would therefore need 
to fear nothing nor anybody. How he re­
peatedly urged them, both the people and 
their leader, to be courageous! They would 
need all the courage he could enjoin upon 
them. He then delivered the written law 
to the Levites who bore the ark of the 
Covenant, the two tables of stone being 
placed therein.

May we cherish the precepts and instruc­
tions handed down to us by the fathers and 
elders.

Friday, October 22
Read Joshua 1: 1-11

Joshua, Israel’s New Leader.—We have 
here first, God’s word to Joshua, the newly 
installed leader. Joshua is not a stranger 
to the voice of Jehovah, and he listens at­
tentively. God commands him to go for­
ward into the land to possess it. Their title 
antedated the deeds of the people who oc­
cupied it It had been given to the Hebrew 
fathers and Jehovah had never revoked the 
title to it. Consequently they were to feel 
that they were fighting for their home-land, 
their divine rights, their sacred possessions 
under a special grant from the Almighty. 
The entire country was theirs,—they could 
not set their feet on any spot of ground 
which did not belong to them. God assures 
him of success, that he should be permitted 
to divide the land among the tribes. He 
impressed upon him the importance of 
magnifying and obeying the law; and as­
sured him of his presence wherever he 
might go. Then Joshua had a word for the 
people: he issued orders to the officers of 
the army to prepare provisions for an im­
mediate march because in three days they 
would pass over Jordan to begin the con­
quest.

May we always regard a command from 
God as a signal for immediate action and 
prompt obedience.

Saturday, October 23 
Read Joshua 1: 12-16

Joshua Warns Israel.—Reuben, Gad 
and one half of the tribe of Manasseh had 
been settled by Moses on the east side of 
the Jordan in territory included in the 
divine grant, though it did not belong to 
Palestine proper. In the conquest of that 
section and in its improvements, all the 
tribes co-operated. Therefore Joshua com­
mands all the able-bodied men of those 
tribes to accompany the rest across the 
Jordan and assist in the conquest of the 
land which would be finally allotted to their 
brethren; then they could return to their 
families and homes east of the river. Thus 
he recognized the Hebrew brotherhood; and, 
although they were many tribes, they were 
one nation and one theocracy. He thus em­
phasized the fact that no tribe could rightly 
claim any part of the land until every tribe 
could peacefully take possession of its por­
tion. After having helped their brethren 
win their homes, they could then return 
and "enjoy” their own. They pledged com­
plete obedience to him as they had given it 
to Moses, and affirmed that should any man 
among them not do so, he might be put to 
death.

May we -not settle ourselves in comfort 
while "others fight to win the prize and sail 
through bloody seas.”

Sunday, October 24 
Read Proverbs 2: 1-8

The Need of Wisdom.—Wisdom, or un­
derstanding, is here represented as speaking 
to a young man, and saying:

IF
You receive my words.
You hide my commandmentfl,
You turn your ear to wisdom.
You apply your heart to understanding.
You cry after knowledge.
You lift up your voice for understanding.
You seek her as gold.
You search for her as hid treasures;

THEN
Thou shalt understand the fear of the Lord. 
Thou shalt find the knowledge of God;

BECAUSE
The Lord giveth wisdom,
Out of his mouth cometh knowledge.
He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous. 
He is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
He k<-epeth the paths of judgment, and 
He preserveth the ways of the righteous.
May we ever seek the wisdom which God 

gives, and which he gives liberally to all 
who ask him.

Lesson 5----October 31

The Evils of Strong 
Drink

(World’s Temperance Lesson) 
Read Proverbs 23: 29-35

Devotional Reading—Psalm 97: 1-6, 10- 
12.

Golden Text—At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Prov­
erbs 23: 32.

As a tree is known by its fruits, a thing may 
be judged by its effects. When viewed in the 
light of its consequences, strong drink must be 
considered iniquitous. Its only possible benefits 
are those which may be derived from poisons. 
Its deadly work is often delayed. Intoxication 
may not be its worst result; for that is temporary 
and immediate. But its final effects indicate what 
it is, for "At the last it biteth like a serpent and 
stingeth like an adder.” At first it may seem 
harmless and even pleasing and exhilarating, but 
that is the flattery of its serpent-tongue that con­
ceals the poison which it contains and which^it 
thrusts into the heart of its victim when once 
it gets him in its power. Let strong drink be 
judged by its mature fruits, not by its blossoma; 
for deadly poisons are often made from herbs that 
have beautiful and fragrant blooms. Let it be 
weighed in the balances against its complete works, 
its final and inevitable consequences. All down 
through the centuries, its trail has been marked 
by the blood of its victims. Let it be banned 
by every nation and banished from the whole face 
of the earth I

Lesson Text
I. The Victims ot Drink.
29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? 

who hath contentions?
Who hath complainings ? who hath wounds with­

out cause?
Who hath redness of eyes?

30 They that tarry long at the wine;
They that go to seek out mixed wine.

II. The Command to Abstain.
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red. 

When it sparkleth in the cup.
When it goeth down smoothly:

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent.^ 
And stingeth like an adder. •

III. The Effects of Intoxicants.
33 Thine eyes shall behold strange things.

And thy heart shall utter perverse things.
34 Y'ea. thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the 

midst of the sea.
Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.

35 They have stricken me, ahalt thou my, and I 
was not hurt;

They have beaten me. and I felt it not:
When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.

Lesson Comment
1. The Victims of Drink. How accurate­

ly the wise man here describes the condition 
of the victims of intemperance! In a rapid 
series of terse questions, he sets forth the 
drunkard’s situation. There is moral dis­
ease and distress,—that “woe” which befalls 
those who suffer moral lapse and degrada­
tion. There is “sorrow,” or uneasiness arid 
discomfort of mind; insatiable thirst and dis­
satisfaction, discontent and anguish. There 
are “contentions,” or social disorders and 
derangements, for the usual effect of in­
toxication is to make one fussy and meddle­
some, boisterous and pugnacious. There are 
“wounds without cause” which the victim 
inflicts upon himself in his drunken ravings 
or which he suffers at the hands of others 
while he can not defend himself. There is 
"redness of eyes,” that bleared and blood­
shot eye which betokens a violent dis­
turbance of one’s blood and nerves.

2. The Command to Abstain. Total ab­
stinence is enjoined. ♦‘Look not on it,” much 
less taste it. Do not look on it lest you 
should taste it. Put away temptation. Run 
away from it. It is beautiful to look at as 
it sparkles in the cup. It is good to taste, 
when the rich mellow wine “goeth down 
smoothly” carrying warmth to the throat 
and a thrill to the whole body. But its end­
ing is not like its beginning. Because its 
ultimate effects are deadly, its use is to be 
discontinued. Because of its insiduous ten­
dencies, it is not to be taken at all.

3. The Effects of Intoxicants. There is 
delirium as a result of excessive and pro­
longed tarrying at the wine. The eye be­
holds strange creatures, ghosts and goblins, 
—the creations of an inflamed imagination. 
"Perverse things” are uttered, gabble and 
gibberish, words without sense or purpose. 
Delusions are suffered, so that the drunken 
man has sensations similar to that of being 
rolled and walloped in the swells of the 
sea, or that of being swayed to and fro 
on top of a ship’s mast. “When the wine 
is in, the wit is out.” There is physical in­
sensibility on account of which one does 
not feel it when he is beaten. There is in­
ebriety, or loss of self-control, so that as 
he rises from a drunken slumber, he goes 
to his cup again.
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Daily Readings
Monday, October 25 

Read Proverbs 23: 29-35
The Evils of Strong Drink.—Strong 

drink is attended by dangers and evils to 
both the partaker and his associates. No 
man suffereth by himself alone. He can 
not *become so besotted that he will be desti­
tute of all associations in his misery and 
woe. Trains of physical ills follow in its 
wake. Under intense nervous excitement, 
the victim of drink imagines he is affronted 
and insulted by every one he meets. Ner­
vous reactions produce a lowering of vitality 
and physical endurance. It distorts the dis­
position as well as the imagination. It un­
mans a man. It stirs up the baser tenden­
cies and desires of one’s nature. It feeds 
the evil there is in the heart. It is the 
native brew of the sinful, fleshy appetite. 
Its woes and wounds are as numerous as 
they are causeless. The drunken man reels 
as a ship on the swells of the ocean, or as 
a sailor that walks on the bridge of his 
vessel when it rolls in the high seas. But 
to others than himself, the drunkard’s woes 
extend. Society is injured by his habits. 
His own dependents are brought to suffer­
ing and want by his self-indulgence and his 
neglect of them. He becomes a burden and 
a ward on public charity or penal institu-y 
tions. He finds at last that hjs cup has 
become his coffin, and his pleasure has be­
come his bane, the nectar of the sunkissed 
grain has become the poison of the adder.

May God save us from the perilous habit 
of strong drinks and from all sensuous in­
dulgences.

Tuesday, October 26
Read Proverbs 23: 19-25

Intemperance and Poverty.—Intoxi­
cants have been the greatest allies of pen­
ury. Intemperance and poverty go hand in 
hand. The way of the drinker is the road 
to the poor-house. Drink consumes what 
one has and also eats up his earning ca­
pacity and thus prevents him from accumu­
lating more. It burns his candle at both 
its ends. Hence it is a get-poor-quick 
scheme. It is personal unwisdom. It is eco­
nomic foolishness. For his investments in 

drink the user gets no returns except what 
are evil and hurtful. A wise expenditure 
of money is that which at least has the 
promise of more money. That which is an 
earnest of less money is financial imprudence 
and waste. Not only over-indulgence hut 
even the moderate use of intoxicants is 
spoliation of one’s goods. Both the pro­
duction and the drinking of liquors are 
economic disasters. No permanent pros­
perity can attend either. Our own country 
now is vastly more wealthy than before the 
days of Prohibition. Sobriety is conducive 
to thrift and economy, upon which a people’s 
material wealth depends. It is that which 
every parent desires for and enjoins upon 
his children. Sobriety in them is the delight 
of the parents who, most of all, want to 
see them well, prosperous and happy. Ab­
stinence is the only wise course.

May every parent in the land, both by 
precept and example, set forth the advan­
tages of sobriety before the children of our 
homes.

Wednesday, October 27 
Read Habakkuk 2: 4-17

Intemperance and War.—Perhaps the 
chief cause of wars is avarice,—the thirst 
for domain, power or money. It is avarice 
that produces intoxicating liquors. Strong 
drink is ihade because there is easy money 
to be made making it. The avaricious dis­
position is easily offended and is quick to 
resent an affront. It is a friction of sordid 
personal interests. It is insatiable. It' 
“enlargeth its desires,” it makes hell and the 
grave bigger with its glut of victims. Wars 
often come about because wealth is grasped 
by a few who have grown rich by impover­
ishing others. Rebellion, revolution, war 
and bloodshed have been produced by such 
conditions. The city that is built on the 
blood of its citizens has eaten up its seed­
corn and will die of starvation itself. The 
commonwealth that gets its support largely 
from liquor taxes is sowing the seeds of its 
own disintegration in the delimitation of its 
citizens’ productive power. The individual 
who, for temporary personal gain, puts the 
bottle to his neighbor will probably meet 
with the consequences thereof further on. 
Like the bread, cast on the waters after 
many days, it will come back. Strife be­

tween individuals, wars among nations, revo­
lutions within nations have taken place be­
cause of the prevalence of strong drink.

May the spirit of love, not avarice, rule 
our hearts in our relations to others as in­
dividuals, as commonwealths and nations.

Thursday, October 28 
Read Amos 6: 1-6

Temperance and Patriotism.—Intem­
perance weakens civic life. It lowers public 
morals. The prophet Amos calls the people 
of Judah and Israel to sober thought re­
garding their ease-loving habits, who trusted 
in the Zion of Jerusalem or in the mountain 
of Samaria, but not in Jehovah, and hence 
were profligate and self-indulgent. He cites 
instances of other cities and countries, which 
had natural resources quite as great as 
theirs, who had passed away, “Pass ye unto 
Calneh, and see. Thence to Hamath, the 
great; then to Gath in Philistia.” If these 
cities could not resist the downward tenden­
cies of their besotted people, think ye, Jeru­
salem and Samaria will survive the self­
indulgence of their luxurious inhabitants? 
Intemperance weakens the judgment of peo­
ple who suppose the “evil day is far off;” 
and that they must have “their fling;” alto­
gether unmindful of the fact that “Pay­
day” must come, and that “wild oats” only 
can be gathered where vyild oats only were 
sown, no matter how honorable or respect­
able the sower may be nor how well estab­
lished may be his social and economic 
position. It leads to gluttony, the eating of 
“lambs and calves,”—the, choicest mutton 
and veal; the rarest and best of meats, 
consumed in laziness and to great excess. 
It leads to revelry,—“the singing of idle 
songs,” the prostitution of music to give 
harmony to one’s expressions of sensuous 
gratification. The liquor lover is not a 
country lover, nor a home lover, for the 
taste for drink drowns his nobler impulses 
and destroys his patriotic sense.

May the nations of the world today take 
learning from the fate of those ^at have 
perished through the intemperance of their 
people.

Friday, October 29 - 
Read Daniel 1: 8-19

Temperance and Health.—Alcohol is not 
a food. It is destructive instead of condu­

cive to health. It may afford a sense of 
fullness or distension, but it can not supply 
any physical need. Its tendencies and poli­
cies are deceptive. As it makes a poor man 
feel rich, it makes the hungry man feel 
full. The test was made in the case of 
Daniel and his three friends. As princes in 
the king’s house, they were given wine at 
their meals along with the heavy meat diet 
which constituted the menu of the royal 
household of Babylon. With Daniel, there 
were moral reasons why he should not 
drink the wine or eat the meat, but he was 
willing to abide by the results of an experi­
ment on the physical basis. These were 
entirely in favor of abstinence, and hence 
the three Hebrews were no longer required 
to drink the wine or eat the meat but were 
given an exclusive vegetable diet instead. 
Fruits and grain from which strong drink 
is manufactured are food when taken direct­
ly, and without being previously fermented, 
into the human system; but when decom­
posed it becomes unhealthful and danger­
ous. Let the body make its own ferments. 
It can but be impaired and injured by being 
forced to use ferments of a foreign manu­
facture.

That physical, moral and intellectual 
superiority arc in evidence among total ab­
stainers is the result of every test.

Saturday, October 30 
Read 1 Corinthians 8:'9-13

The Use of Our Liberty.—Among the 
Christians at Corinth, theie had arisen the 
question of believers eating the meat which 
had been offered to idols, portions of which 
were sold at the markets. Some thought it 
was wrong to eat it, while others did not 
have such scruples because there was no 
difference between that and any other meat, 
except possibly it was from among the 
choicest animals selected for sacrifice. Those 
who saw no harm in it could abridge their 
liberty and limit their custom to the con­
sciences of others who had scruples against 
the habit. There were “weak” consciences. 
Those with whom it made no difference were 
strong enough to defer to the limited think­
ing of some with whom it did make a differ­
ence. They could not meet the duty of 
brotherly love by a mere wave of the hand 
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and a side-remark that “there was no harm 
in it,’’—as there was none; but the weak 
brother thought there was. One’s use of 
that in respect of which he himself enjoys 
persona) liberty may lead others, who think 
it is wrong, to indulge and thus to become 
actually guilty of sin. To wound the feeble 
conscience of a Christian brother is wrong. 
It wounds Christ: it hurts him. That no 
Christian wants to do: no one considers 
himself at liberty to do that.

May we resolve with Paul that we will 
refrain from anything, even that which to 
us is harmless, the use of which would 
wound the consciences of others or lead 
them to wrong doing.

Sunday, October 31 
Read Psalm 97: 1-12

Strength in Jehovah.—The Lord is on 
his throne: he has not abdicated it. Things 
have not gone to the bad, nor will they 
ever do so. Righteousness and judgment 
are the foundations of Jehovah’s throne. 
They are the secret of his power and the 
pillars of his empire. They are imperish 
able, and his throne will therefore last for­
ever. Evidences of his power can be seen 
in the natural universe. It is his lightning 
that darts out from under the clouds which 
surround his throne and illuminates the 
world. It is his voice which is heard when 
the earth rumbles with a seismic wave,— 
when the earth sees him and “trembles.” 
It is his power that blows off the top of 
volcanic mountains, from which boiling lava 
flows down in streams,—when “the hills 
melt like wax.” It is his hand that has 
placed the stars in the heavens that declare 
his glory and his righteousness. Therefore 
he is to be worshiped as the mighty God. 
All the people who serve any other god 
should be ashamed. His righteousness and 
his strength are to be had and enjoyed by 
all who love him and who hate evil. He 
alone can preserve and keep those who trust 
in him: he alone can deliver them from the 
wicked one and he alone can give them 
everlasting joy and gladness.

May Jehovah be our strength and our 
defender against the temptations and perils 
of the world, the flesh and the devil.

Lesson 6—November 7

The Fall of Jericho
Read Joshua 6: 12-20

(To be studied with Stewardship applications amnng 
Southern Baptieta who are observing November a> 
Stewardship month under Resolution adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.)

Devotional Reading—Psalm 66: 1-9
Golden Text—This is the victory that hath 

overcome the world even our faith. 1 
John 5: 4. y

God's people are already victorious over sin and 
evil. Victory has been achieved for them by Christ. 
They need only to win him in order to become tri­
umphant. and to secure each victory as the circum­
stances which occasion it arise alone their way. It 
is by faith that they win Christ; and it is by faith 
that they thus Ivcnme participants of his triumphs 
and partakers of his glory. It is not by works of 
theirs, except such activities as will bring them into 
his fellowship and into the flow of his power. The 
victory which Christ won over the world is ours now 
or whenever we believe on him and obey his word and 
will. We do not have to wait for it; for by faith 
we immediately enter into it.

Lesson Text
I. The Six Circuits in Six Daya.

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 
priests took up the ark of Jehovah.

18 And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets 
of rams' horns before the ark of Jehovah went x>n 

:continually, nnd blew the trumpets; and the armed 
men went before them ; and the rearward came after 
the a'k of Jehovah, the prietta blowing the trumpets 
as they went.

14 And the second day they compassed the eity 
once, and returned into the camp: so they did six 
days.
II. The Seven Circuits on the Seventh Day.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day. that 
they rose early at the dawning of the day, and com- 
passed the city after the same manner seven times: 
only on that day they compassed the city seven 
time*.
III. The Strict Orders of Joshua.

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when 
the priests blew the trumpets. Joshua raid unto the 
people. Shout ; for Jehovah hath given you the city.

17 And the city shall be devoted, even it and al! 
(hat is therein, to Jehovah: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, 
because she hid the messengers that we sent.

18 But as for you. only keep yourselves from the 
devoted thing, else when ye have devoted it. ye take 
of the devoted thine; so would ye make the camp of 
Israel accursed, and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels nf 
brass and iron, are only unto Jehovah: they shall 
come into the treasury of Jehovah.
IV. The Sacking of the City.

20 So the people shouted, and the prieete blew the 
trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard 
the sound of the trumpet, that the people shouted 
with a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so 
that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they took the city.

Lesson Comment
1. The Srx Circuits in Six Days. Jericho 

was the first city of importance which the 
Israelites under Joshua had to capture af­
ter entering the land of Palestine. They 
needed to have a demonstration of God’s 
special assistance, and of the need for a 
well established faith in him on their part. 
So they were commanded to march around 
the walled city once a day for six days. It 
was an invaluable psychological develop­
ment of the soldiers. Perhaps it took less 
than an hour to make a single circuit of 
the city, and for the rest of each day, they 
remained quiet-in camp, they simply waited. 
But it meant more than their psychological 
development. It was an occasion and an 
incentive to faith in Jehovah whose ark was 
carried by the priests in the line of march 
around the city.

2. The Seven Circuits on the Seventh 
Day. Rising early on the seventh day in 
order that they might have time to make 
the seven circuits and then have daylight 
enough left to sack the city, Joshua and the 
army seven times compassed the city in the 
same way as they had done once a day for 
the previous six days.

3. The Strict Orders of Joshua. When 
the seventh circuit on the seventh day had 
been completed, Joshua commanded the sol­
diers to shout because God had given them 
the city. It was his victory, and therefore 
the spoils belonged to him. No one was al­
lowed to take anything for himself. They 
had not battered down the walls, but God 
had thrown them down. Every person in 
the city should Im* destroyed except the 
household of Rahab who was still living, 
who had sheltered the spies thirty-eight 
years before and who had doubtless kept 
the scarlet cord hanging out of her win­
dow all the years, in her faith, believing 
God would some day give them the city.

4. The Sacking of the City. When the 
people of Israel raised the shout according 
to the command of Joshua, thf wall of 
Jericho fell and the soldiers, every man 
straight before him from his position ir 
the line of march, rushed over the debris 
into the city. With that zest which had 
been developed in them by the six days 
of marching and waiting, culminating in 
the seven circuits on the seventh day, they 
made quick work of sacking the city.

Daily Readings
Monday, November 1 
Read Joshua 6: 1-11

The Siege of Jericho.—When the Is­
raelites came up against Jericho, the gates 
in its walls were closed and locked so that 
no one could enter nor go out of the city. 
The inhabitants feared the Israelites for 
they had heard how the nations on the 
other side of the Jordan had fallen before 
them. They preferred to take their chances 
in a siege rather than in open battle. The 
siege was short. It lasted only a week. 
God planned the campaign for Joshua. The 
line of march was specified. In their first 
important combat with the people of Ca­
naan, God took a leading part so the people 
might thereafter the more fully rely upon 
him and recognize his power. The ark, as 
the emblem of his presence, was carried 
along with the armed men, or soldiers, hav­
ing been borne by seven priests who had no 
other implements of war than rams’ horn 
trumpets. While tfie priests were to blow 
their horns, in order to keep the people 
constantly aware of the presence of the 
ark as God’s representative among them, 
the people themselves were to be quiet until 
the time came for them to shout at the 
supremely critical moment. The circuits 
around the city were indicative and condu­
cive to their faith. Except for the fact that 
God had ordered them to do fit, it would 
have been simply foolish, and would have 
seemed as though they were trying to be­
witch the city with their daily circuits and 
trumpet blasts. But after encompassing 
the wall thirteen times in seven days, they 
knew every foot of ground around the city, 
and what is more, they thus waited on God 
who would move in their behalf the first 
moment they were ready to go with him 
into the conquered city.

May we wait on the Lord and be ready 
to move at and with his command.

Tuesday, November 2 
Read Joshua 6: 12-20

The Fall of Jericho.—In the downfall 
of Jericho, two factors are to be mentioned: 
God’s miraculous power and Israel’s na­
tural forces. The wall was its chief defense 
and the must formidable difficulty in tak­
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ing it. To destroy that was to conquer the 
city. Yet in doing it, Jehovah employed 
the simple agency of an obedient people. 
They marched as he directed, and remained 
in camp according to his orders, else the 
miracle would not have been done for them. 
God’s power operates through and with 
those who have the faith to obey him. 
Then there was the part which the people of 
Israel took in the conquest or sacking of 
the cjty after the wall had been destroyed 
by Jehovah. God’s miracles make room for 
the employment of our natural powers. 
They bring us under obligation to do so, 
and under renewed obligations to him for 
unwonted opportunities to help ourselves. 
Still in it all, God’s supremacy and soli­
tariness should be recognized. All the 
praise and glory are to be given to him. 
To ignore God’s claims upon the spoils is 
to deny him the honor of being victor. 
Therefore everything in Jericho, except the 
persons and household effects of Rahab and 
her family, was devoted to Jehovah and to 
his exclusive uses.

An we look to God for assistance in our 
extremities, nay we accord him all the hon­
or of the triumph over them.

Wednesday, November 3 
Read Joshua 10: 12-21

The Sun Stands Still.—Joshua’s head­
quarters were at Gilgal, between Jericho 
and the Jordan. The Hittites had, by false­
ly representing themselves, made a treaty 
With Joshua whereby they were not to be 
destroyed. Whereupon five kings of the 
Amorites’ cities formed an alliance to fight 
against them at Gibeon. They called on 
Joshua to aid them, and by a quick march 
of one whole night, he and his army pene­
trated to the heart of the land and gave the 
kings battle and utterly routed them. While 
the battle was raging, Joshua commanded 
the sun and moon to stand still. It is to 
be noted that he included the moon in the 
command to the sun, for both would stand 
or go on together, since it was the earth’s 
revolution around the sun that was halted, 
which automatically stopped the revolution 
of the moon around the earth. Since the 
Israelites needed more daylight than what 
naturally remained in order to make the 
rout of their enemies complete, and since 
a ftightfali might give some of them a 

chance to get away, God granted Joshua’s 
request and the sun stood still for about a 
day. The effect on their enemies was ter­
rific. Fright and flight became the order 
among them. The five kings hid themselves 
in one cave, which Joshua closed with stones 
and guarded with soldiers until the main 
army could continue the pursuit of the flee­
ing Amorites. And afterwards, at his 
leisure, he uncovered the cave and slew 
the five kings at one time.

In order that God may help his people, 
he makes even the sun and moon subject to 
their orders; but it is only God who does it.

Thursday, November 4 
Read Joshua 10: 28-33

Joshua Conquers Seven Kinos.—In the 
mountainous region of Central Palestine 
there were many fortified cities, each a 
petty kingdom, though many of them be­
longed to the same race or tribe of people. 
In one whirl-wind campaign, Joshua de­
stroyed seven or more of them, in connec­
tion with his relief expedition to Gibeon to 
save the Hittiea from the hands of the five 
kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, 
Lachish and Eglon. Besides these, he went 
on to Makkadah, Libnah and Geier and 
captured them and destroyed their people. 
Extermination was his mission. God’s or­
ders were to save none alive. To leave any 
would be a compromise with idolatry and 
leave room for trouble later. The Hittites, 
who were saved from death by oath of the 
Israelites which they got by falsifying, were 
reduced to slavery and became hewers of 
wood and drawers of water. Not only were 
the occupants of the land to be entirely 
removed but any helpers of theirs would 
fall under the sword of Joshua. King Hor- 
am, who rushed to the aid of Geier, him­
self was smitten and destroyed by the Is­
raelites. Not only are the citadels of wick­
edness to lie removed, but all who attempt 
to defend them are to be destroyed with 
them.

May the enomies of righteousness, with 
all their allies, fall before the victorious 
inarch of God’s people.

Friday, November 5 
Read Joshua 11: 16-23

Joshua Conquers the Land.—In getting 
possession of the land, Joshua mot with 

resistance in every case except the Hittites 
who deceived him and bound him by oath 
not to kill them. By their trickery, they 
saved their lives but they, with the other 
occupants of the land, were compelled to 
surrender It to Israel. It seems they were 
abundant around Tyre in the days of Solo­
mon who forced all the Hittites in his ter­
ritory to pay tribute to him. The smaller 
and less formidable armies of Canaan hav­
ing been destroyed, Joshua started the cam­
paign against the giants, the sons of Anak, 
about whom the people at Kadesh went into 
consternation and mutiny against Moses. 
The hardest task was reserved till the last, 
until the warriors of Israel had become 
thoroughly seasoned, more skilful and adept 
as soldiers, and stronger in their faith and 
courage. The giants fell before the cohorts 
of Israel as the other armies of Canaan had 
done. A giant Is no stronger in God’s sight 
than a pygmy is in ours. All of the Anakim 
were slain except a few who were located 
in the Philistine cities of Gaza and Gath. 
Perhaps Goliath, who was killed by David, 
was the only remaining conspicuous member 
of the race,of giants in the land of Canaan. 
As a rule, giants were nearly always feeble 
in body and mind and were short-lived. 
There was more terror in their appearance 
than there was in their performance. In 
his approach to David, Goliath was mostly 
brag and bluster. But even at his best, 
the giant was no match for the wirey Is­
raelite whose zeal for Jehovah was matched 
by his skill and swiftness in the use of the 
sword.

May wo remember that God leaves our 
greatest fears to the conquests of later life, 
and that even then wo shall find they were 
not more formidable than the rest.

Saturday, November 6 
Read Hebrews 11: 30-40

The Victories of Faith.—The writer to 
the Hebrews recounts many of the Cost not­
able instances of faith and its achievements 
on the part of God’s ancient people. It 
was by faith that the wall of Jericho fell, 
—faith on the part of Joshua and the peo­
ple of Israel to believe that God would, in 
consequence of their merely marching 
around the city, tear down its walls. It 

was Rahab’s faith, believing God would 
fulfil his word to Israel and give them ths 
land, that saved her when all around her 
were destroyed. It was by faith that ths 
judges in Israel wrought so mightily, ac­
complishing the deliverance of God’s peo­
ple when human power would not have pre­
vailed. Many others among the prophets 
and w’orthies of old by faith were delivered 
from lions, from Are and from the hatred 
of men. Others were delivered into death 
but only in order that they might obtain 
“a better resurrection.” Many suffered for 
the faith by which they lived,—and con­
quered though they fell: their death was 
their crowning victory. God made it so. 
Mocking, scourging, imprisonment and pri­
vations were endured by some who, by faith 
alone, saw their vindication at last and 
waited for God to avenge them. Others who 
did not receive the promise were permitted, 
by faith, to perceive the fulfilment from 
afar.

May God give us the sure victories of a 
complete faith in him.

Sunday, November 1 
Read Psalm 66: 1-9

The All-Conquering God.—The power 
of Jehovah’s arm is to be praised by tho 
people in whose favor it is exercised, and 
to be feared by those against whom It is 
turned. Terrific and swift is the tornado 
of his wrath. Mighty is his goodness to 
his children. His acts in their behalf ter­
rorize their enemies, because of which their 
foes will “submit themselves,” or make a 
feigned peace with the people of God, as 
did the Hittites with the children of Israel 
in the land of Canaan. They would hide 
from the hand of the Almighty under a 
truce, though falsely gotten, with his peo­
ple. God will conquer the earth and make 
it a dominion of worshipers. Let his works 
bo investigated,—“come and see.” What 
has he done? Under his protecting hand, 
his people walk dry-foot through the sea. 
All the nations of the world ire under his 
eye. He moves them about at his wilt 
They unconsciously, if not w.llingly, obey 
his will and fulfill his purposes. Therefore,

Let none rebel against him but let all 
bless his name who keeps us alive and pro­
tects us from the enemies of our souls.
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Lesson 7—November 14

• Caleb’s Faithfulness 
Rewarded

Read Joshua 14: 6-15
(To be studied with Stewardship applieations among 

Southern Baptista who are observina November as 
Stewardship month tinder Resolution adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.)

Devotional Reading—Psalm 15
Golden Text—/ wholly followed Jehovah 

my God. Joshua 14: 8.
To be able to look back over a lonp life spent in 

obedience to the will of God affords the greatest joy 
which can come to one of advanced yearn. Especially, 
when one has rendered whole-hearted compliance with 
the commands of Jehovah even when his associates 
fell away from him for doing so. God is our leader, 
and we are his followers. Those whom he has led 
through six trials, he will not forsake in the seventh. 
Those who have obeyed him all their lives will enjoy 
his benedictions and comforts at life’s eventide.

Lesson Text
I. The Request of Caleb.

6 Then the children of Judah drew nigh unto 
Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
the Kenixsite said unto him, Thou kaowest the thing 
that Jehovah spake unto Moses the man of God 
concerning me and concerning thee in Kadesh-Barrea.

7 Forty years old was 1 when Moses the servant 
of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-Barnea to spy out 
the land; and I brought him word again as it was in 
my heart.

ft Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me 
made the heart of the people melt; but I wholly fol­
lowed Jehovah my God.

9 And Moses aware on that day, saying. Surely 
the land whereon thy foot hath trodden shall be 
an inheritance to thee and to thy children for ever, 
because thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God.

10 And now, behold. Jehovah hath kept me alive, 
as he spake, these forty and five years, from the 
time that Jehovah spake this word unto Moses, while 
Israel walked in the wilderness: and now, lo. I am 
this day fourscore and five years old.

11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in 
the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was 
then, even so is my strength now, for war, and to 
go out and to come in.

12 Now therefore give me this hill-country, whereof 
Jehovah spake in that day: for thou heardeet in that 
day how the Anakim wore there, and cities great 
and fortified: it may be that Jehovah will be with me 
and I shall drive them out, as Jehovah spake.
II. The Reward of Caleb.

18 And Joshua blessed him: and he gave Hebron 
Un^ %!eb ,of Jephunneh for an inheritance.
„ iV ™ereforc Hebron became the inheritance of 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizxite unto this 
day; because that he wholly followed Jehovah, the God

’5,Now ‘he name of Hebron beforetime was Kiria- 
thVba : which Ari,a w<u the greatest man among the 
Anakim; And the land had rest from war.

Lesson Comment
1. The Request of Caleb. After a con­

siderable portion of the land had been con­
quered, the children of Israel gathered at 
Joshua’s headquarters in Gilgal for a distri­
bution of the territory among the tribes. 
Caleb, who had been Joshua’s only com­
panion and fellow among the twelve spies, 
was now an old man but as strong as he 
was the day he first set foot on the Prom­
ised Land. Joshua was his ranking super­
ior but no doubt they had been intimate 
associates all through the conquest of the 
land. He reminds Joshua of the experiences 
forty-five years before when the people 
quailed and rebelled when the ten spies said 
they were not able to take the country; 
and how he declared they were able and 
urged an immediate entry into the land; 
and how Moses had promised to give him 
the portion whereon his foot had trodden 
for an inheritance. Doubtless Joshua re­
called it, in fact, had never forgotten it; 
but since the territory in the hill country 
was yet but partially conquered and the 
giants were said to occupy some of the 
strongholds still, he might not have volun­
teered to offer him that section as his por­
tion. However, Caleb asked for it: he re­
quested that he should receive it according 
to the promise made to him by Moses. He 
declared he was as well able to fight as he 
had over been; and that if Jehovah would 
be with him, he would drive out the Anakim 
and win his private holdings for himself.

2. The Reward of Caleb. Of course, 
Joshua acceded to Caleb’s request. The 
promise of Moses left him no other alterna­
tive; but besides, Caleb was worthy of hav­
ing his choice honored, and especially since 
he chose a hard position although it was a 
select spot and a strategic center for the 
whole territory. Note the difference be­
tween Lot’s choice and that of Caleb: Lot 
wanted a location already well developed 
and productive, while Caleb wanted a ter*^.. 
tory yet to be acquired and rendered 'zuit- 
ful. Lot’s disposition was that of the para­
site, Caleb’s that of the pioneer. By Joshua 
and the people of Israel, the righteousness 
of Caleb’s claim was recognized and re­
warded because, as all well knew, he had 
wholly followed Jehovah; and he would, 
therefore, ask for much less than he actu­
ally deserved to receive,

Daily Reading*
Monday, November 8 B 
Read Joshua 14: 6-15

Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded.—Caleb 
was honored by Moses when he reported at 
Kadesh-bamea, as a representative of a 
minority report of the spies, that the Israel­
ites could take the land of Canaan; and 
urged going into it at once. In recognition 
of his courage and faith, Moses, by way of 
assurance, promised him that the locality 
whereon he had set his feet would be as­
signed to him personally. Then, when the 
time for the distribution of the territory 
came, Caleb reminded Joshua of the prom­
ise made to him by Moses many years be­
fore. He merely asked for a recognition 
of the title given him by Moses; and, of 
course, in the mind of Joshua, no better 
claim could have been presented. His choice 
was unselfish, because the mountainous 
country around Hebron was the most diffi­
cult of all the land to capture: and, at his 
age, although he -was well preserved, others 
would profit by it more than he. It was 
heroic—he selected a worth-while thing that 
was hard to do. It was fundamental—he 
wanted to lay and build on his own founda­
tions. It was deveut—he looked to Jehovah 
for strength and wisdom for the difficult 
task.

May (he pioneer spirit revive in our 
hearts that we shall be challenged to seek 
the difficult thing to do for our God.

Tuesday, November 9 
Read Joshua 15: 1-12

The Boundaries of Judah.—Caleb was 
of the tribe of Judah, and the allotment of 
territory to that tribe evidently conformed 
to the grant which had been made to him. 
Thus one man shaped the situation for his 
entire tribe. The original assignment was 
that territory south of a line dra£n from 
the upper edge of the Dead Sea, c^ed “the 
end” or the mouth of the river Jordan, 
across the land westwardly, slightly below 
the city of Jerusalem, to the Mediterranean 
Sea. From the wilderness of Zin and Ka- 
desh-barnea, northward, that was a large 
territory. In fact, it was later found to be 
more than the share of one tribe, even 
though it were one of the strongest and best 

among all the Children of Israel; so the 
tribe of Simeon was awarded seventeen 
cities with their “villages” or environs, 
within this territory. The boundaries of 
Judah, however, remained unchanged.

May the lives of God’s people overlap and 
interlock at the point of their fellowship 
unth Christ and their service to him.

Wednesday, November 10
Read Joshua 15: 13-20

Caleb Takes Possession.—Under his 
own personal command, -Caleb’s soldiers 
drove out the three giants that inhabited 
Hebron and took possession of their city. 
However, the nearby town of Debir rightly 
belonged to him, and so he deftly managed 
to acquire a new city and a son-in-law by 
offering to give his daughter, Achsah, as 
wife to the man who would capture it. His 
nephew, Othniel, who was later judge over 
all the tribes, smote the city and won the 
prize. Evidently at her suggestion, he re­
quested Caleb to award him a certain field 
lying south of Hebron, a southern exposure 
and a sunny slope. ( But when tl^e young 
bride investigated her possession, she must 
have found that, while it was sunny and fer­
tile enough yet it wras useless for pasture 
because there was no water on it. So she 
asked her father for the grant of certain 
springs. He added to her inheritance by 
giving her both the upper and lower springs, 
that is, two springs, one issuing from the 
earth at a higher and the other at a lower 
level, so as to insure abundant water sup­
plies both when the lower spring was flood­
ed by rains and when th^. upper was dried 
up by droughts.

How often God adds blessings to those he 
has already given us in order to make his 
first gifts of greatest value to ns!

Thursday, November 11
Read Joshua 18: 1-7

The Tabernacle Set Up at Shiloh.— 
As soon as the land had rested from war, the 
people of Israel, under the leadership of 
Joshua, set up the Tent of Meeting at Shi­
loh, in the central interior of the country. 
Even before the territory had been finally 
distributed among all the tribes, the Meet­
ing House was put in order. That was the 
center of their community life; and their 
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commonwealth could build itself around the 
worship of Jehovah. Yet there were seven 
of the tribes to which an allotment of land 
had not been made. So Joshua adopted a 
plan whereby none could charge him with 
partiality or one another with selfishness. 
He ordered that three men out of each of 
the seven tribes constitute a body of sur­
veyors who would go through the undistrib­
uted territory and divide it into seven plots 
of equal valuation. Then bring the plots to 
him; so he might cast lots before the Lord 
to determine which of the several plots 
would fall to the different tribes. The 
Levites received no land because “they in­
herited the priesthood” which entitled them 
to a support at the hands of all the other 
tribes jointly.

May we esteem the worship of God and 
the affairs of the Lord’s house above pur 
personal interests or temporal welfare.

Friday, November 12 
Read Joshua 20: 1-9

Cities of Refuge Appointed.—The people 
in their new-landed estates, were widely 
scattered. There could no longer be a cen­
tral administration of justice. Consequently, 
six cities of refuge, or courts, were selected 
—three on each side of the river Jordan, 
conveniently located to all the people. Any 
one who killed another would be in danger 
of death at the hands of the friends or rela­
tives of the dead man, even though the 
killing was accidental or in self-defense; 
hence it was necessary that a court consist­
ing of impartial and disinterested judges 
should hear and determine the cause before 
the slayer should be allowed to suffer vio­
lence at the hands of the avenger. Every 
refugee was first examined by the elders of 
the city by whom he was protected; and 
afterward by the “congregation” or assem­
bly—evidently the basis of the modern jury 
system. No one could be lawfully put to 
death, whether guilty or Innocent of the 
crime with which he was charged, except by 
final verdict of the assembly in the city to 
which he fled.

God is our refuge; and though we are 
guilty of grievous sin, he offers us his gra­
cious pardon and everlasting mercies.

Saturday, November 13 
Read Joshua 23: 1-11

Joshua’s Exhortation to Israel.—Real­
izing that his life was far spent and his 
career was about over, Joshua called for 
the elders, heads and judges of Israel to 
give them his farewell charge. He referred 
to Ms old age as a reason for calling them 
together, but more especially to mention 
what God had done for them and to urge 
them to continue to rely upon him. He 
wanted them to remember that God had 
given them the land, as he had promised to 
all the generations of Hebrews before them; 
in order that they might come under con­
scious obligation to him. Though the land 
had peace, and none of the natives were re­
sisting their claims, yet there were many of 
them still in the country. They were a 
greater menace as neighbors than they were 
as enemies. Therefore, Israel should be on 
guard and adhere strictly to the law of 
Moses and the commandments of Jehovah, 
lest they should follow after the strange 
gods of the Canaanites.

May the mercies of God lead us to Tove 
him supremely and obey him implicitly.

Sunday, November 14 
Read Psalm 15: 1-5

The Righteous Man’s Reward.—The 
singer here describes the temporal blessings 
that attend the righteous man. He shall 
“sojourn in Jehovah’s tent”: shall live all 
his days within the sacred precincts of the 
divine presence. He “walketh uprightly,” 
he walks straight and looks the whole world 
in the face. He “worketh righteousness,” 
he is clean and helpful in his deeds. He 
“speaketh truth,” he is pure in w’ord, chari­
table in his opinions and yet not compromis­
ing with evil. He “slandereth not,” he does 
not speak ill of his neighbors. He “doeth 
not evil to his friend,” he does not return 
evil for good—is not false to friends, is not 
a truce-breaker. But he “despiseth repro­
bates,” the base and ungodly fall under his 
stern rebuke and condemnation. He “swear- 
eth,” or maketh a covenant, with his friend 
and does not change or rue his agreement. 
He is innocent of extortion either against 
the borrower or those who have trusted him 
with their money.

May God make us righteous, and may we 
then win the righteous man’s full rewards.

Leaaon 8—November 21

Joshua Renewing the 
Covenant

Read Joshua 24: 14-25
(To be atudled with Stewardship applications amonc 

Southern Baptiste who are observing November as 
Stewardship month under Resolution adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.)

Devotional Reading—Psalm 107: 1-9
Golden Text—Choose you this day whom 

ye will serve . . . but as for me and my 
house, we unit serve Jehovah. Joshua 
24: 16.
Religion Is n voluntary matter. Every soul has the 

right of choice.

Lesson Text
I. A Covenant of Choice.

14 Now therefore fear Jehovah, and servo him In 
sincerity and in truth ; and put away the gods which 
your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye Jehovah.

15 And if it stem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites. in whose land 
ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah.
II. A Covenant of Consecration.

16 And the people answered and aaid. Far be It 
from us that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve 
other gods;

17 For Jehovah our God, he it is that brought us 
and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage, and that did those great signs 
in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein 
we want, and among all the peoples through the midst 
of whom we passed;

18 And Jehovah drova out from before us all the 
peoples, even the Amorites that dwelt in the land: 
therefore we nlso will serve Jehovah ; for he is our 
God.
III. A Covenant of Constancy.

19 And Joshua said unto the people. Ye cannot serve 
Jehovah : for he is a holy God ; he is a jealous God :

will not forgive your transgression nor your sins.
20 If ye forsake Jehovah, and serve foreign gods, 

then he will turn and do you evil, and consume you. 
after that he hath done you good. A

21 And the people said unto Joshua, Naj^ but we 
will serve Jehovah.

22 And Joshua said unto the people. Ye arc wit­
nesses against yourselves, that ye have chosen you 
Jehovah to serve him. And they said, -We are 
witnesses.
IV. A Covenant of Confirmation.

28 Now therefore put away, mid he, the foreign 
gods which are among you. and incline your heart 
unto Jehovah, the God of Israel.

And the people said unto Joahua. Jehovah our 
God will we serve, and unto his voice will we hearken.

25 So Joahua made a covenant with the people 
*h“l ,^ay’ an^ them a statute and an ordinance in 
Shechem.

Lesson Comment
1. A Covenant of Choice. Joshua chal­

lenges the people of Israel to put away 
the gods which their fathers worshiped on 
the other side of the Jordan and back in 
Egypt, and to serve Jehovah. Until idols 
were dethroned, Jehovah could not be en­
throned. While they were under many ob­
ligations to Jehovah, they were free to re­
ject him or to follow him. If it should seem 
to them evil to serve Jehovah, or if they 
should think they could find a better god to 
worship, they were at liberty to make their 
own selection. Joshua confessed his own 
choice of Jehovah, as a challenge and ex­
ample for them to follow.

2. A Covenant of Consecration. The 
people acknowledged their debt to Jehovah 
and professed faithfulness and loyalty to 
him. They recognized the fact that it was 
he who had led them up out of Egypt and 
had driven their enemies before them in 
Canaan: therefore they would serve him.

3. A Covenant of Constancy. But 
Joshua warned them against serving God 
from a mere sense of obligation: it must 
be a matter of privilege as well as duty. He 
affirmed that they could not of themselves 
serve Jehovah,—he must help them serve 
him. He warned them against inconstancy; 
for if they were mere lip-servers, God would 
not forgive their hypocrisy and sin of pre­
sumption. It is no small matter to serve 
Jehovah. Count the cost. It must be ex­
clusive. God is a jealous God. The people 
said. “We will (certainly and sincerely) 
serve Jehovah.” “Very well, then,” Joshua 
declared, “Ye are witnesses that ye have 
made choice of Jehovah.” And they said, 
“We are witnesses.”

4. A Covenant of Confirmation. Reit­
erating his demand that they should put 
away all other gods as an evidence of the 
sincerity of their choice of Jehovah, Joshua 
made a formal covenant with the people in 
Shechem, confirming their agreement to 
serve Jehovah only and forever. Not only 
were they themselves witnesses to their 
choice but by a sacred covenant with their 
chieftain, they acknowledged their solemn 
vows to serve the God of their fathers as 
worthy of their adoration and worship, re­
gardless of the many favors he had shown 
them through the years.
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Daily Readings
Monday, November 15 

Read Joshua 24: 1-13
Joshua Assembles Israel.—As a fitting 

close to his career among them, Joshua 
called the chief men of all the tribes of 
Israel to a solemn assembly at Shechem, to 
consider the attitude of the people toward 
the Lord their God. Joshua was a great 
military leader and a great statesman; but 
he was greater still as a preacher of right­
eousness and an advocate of Jehovah wor­
ship. The chief men of Israel came as he re­
quested and Joshua gave them Jehovah’s 
word before he delivered any word of his 
own. It was God whom they should hear 
telling them of their ancient ancestry be­
fore the days of Abraham, in the lifetime 
of Terah, his father, who worshiped other 
gods; and therefore they were to guard 
against any tendencies in themselves to­
ward reversion to type in religion. It was 
Jehovah that called out Abraham by direct 
revelation, since all his training had been 
in the worship of heathen gods. It was 
Jehovah who gave Esau Mount Seir and 
made him the founder of the empire of 
Edom. It was Jehovah who sent Jacob with 
his family into Egypt; and had brought 
their fathers up out of bondage; walled 
them about with the cloud of his presence; 
had given their enemies into their hands as 
they journeyed toward Canaan, and had 
now delivered the promised land into their 
hands, with its lands, cities and vineyards 
ready-made.

As we appear in solemn assembly before 
the Lord, let us listen attentively to his 
words as they may be uttered by his 
servant.

Tuesday, November 16 
Read Joshua 24: 14-25

Joshua Renewing the Covenant.—Af­
ter having spoken for God, Joshua delivered 
his personal charge to the elders of Israel. 
He urges them to renounce the gods of their 
ancestors before the days of Abraham, and 
to serve Jehovah in sincerity and truth. 
But they must exercise their own volition. 
He could not choose for them. They must 
commit themselves before God, and an­
nounce what they were going to do. He 

re-enforced his appeal to them to serve Je. 
hovah by saying that he himself would 
serve none other. He would not ask them 
to commit themselves further than he vol­
untarily committed himself. They acknowl­
edged God as their deliverer and that they 
would therefore serve him. Then Joshua 
declared that they could not serve him in 
sincerity and truth on that ground alone; 
for then they would serve him only as long 
as he treated them well, and would renounce 
him when providences were adverse. They 
must decide in the light of Jehovah’s char­
acter as well as upon the consideration of 
his works. Any other approach to Jehovah 
would be sinful, and God would not forgive 
such a transgression. It would be an af­
front to his moral character and would re­
duce him to the station of an underling in 
their sight, to be loved or hated as he min­
istered to their comfort or distress. Then 
the people affirmed that they deliberately, 
sincerely and truly made choice of Jehovah. 
Accordingly Joshua formally registered 
their covenant with him to that effect.

May we covenant with each other to live 
according to God's ordinances and to serve 
hint with a pure heart.

Wednesday, November 17 
Read Joshua 24: 29-33

The Death of Joshua.—The covenant 
which Joshua made with the people to wor­
ship Jehovah only and faithfully was regis­
tered in two testimonies: (1) it was written 
in the book of the law of Moses and was 
therefore assured of a place in the archives 
of Israel, and (2) it was symbolized in a 
stone set up by the sanctuary of the Lord at 
Shechem, which would endure as long as the 
granite column stood. It could therefore be 
reaa in the book by those who could read, 
and could be seen in the stone by all who 
could not read. At the ripe old age of 110, 
Joshua died, and was buried in the borders 
of his own inheritance at Timnath-serah. 
The greatest tribute that could have been 
paid to his memory was the statement that 
Israel served Jehovah all the days of Joshua 
and during the administrations of his im­
mediate successors. So great and powerful 
was his influence for the worship of Jeho­
vah that it took several generations for the 
people to get out from under it. Joseph’s 

mummy, it seems, had not been interred un­
til the time of Joshua’s death. It was 
deposited in the historic burying ground at 
Shechem. Then Eleazar, the priest, Aaron’s 
son, also died and was buried in the hill 
country of Ephraim. Thus the tombs of 
these worthies in their midst served the Is­
raelites as perpetual reminders of God’s 
mighty works and goodness in making them 
a name and a nation.

May we in life witness for Christ, and 
even in death, may- our graves testify of 
his infinite mercies.

Thursday, November 18 
Read 2 Kings 11: 17-20

Jehoiada’8 Covenant.—Athaliah, the 
wicked queen-mother, after the death of her 
son Ahaziah, king of Judah, about 883 B.C., 
slew all the members of the royal family 
she could find, even her own children and 
grandchildren. She then usurped the throne 
and reigned for a little over six years. Her 
niece, Jehosheba, hid little Joash, perhaps 
Ahaziah's youngest son, in the Lord’s house 
where Jehoiada, the priest, presided; so that 
he escaped the sword of his grandmother. 
The presence of the prince in his precincts, 
brought Jehoiada face to face with the. need 
for reforms; and furthermore gave him a 
good opportunity to institute measures 
therefor. In the seventh year that Joash 
had been concealed in the sanctuary, Jehoi­
ada summoned the captains of the guards 
and executioners, and showed them the real 
heir to the throne, and took oath of allegi­
ance to him from them. Immediately the 
priest then took oath of the officers and of 
the young king that they should serve Je­
hovah. The time was ripe for a reform. 
At once a bedlam against Baal broke loose. 
The people went to the shrines of Baal, 
and broke the images and slew Mattan, the 
priest of Baal, right before his own altars. 
Then the captains brought Joash out into 
an open assembly and with flashing Abers 
and deathless oaths, acknowledged hnn as 
their king. The wicked Athaliah rushed 
forth alone, crying “treason”; but was re­
ceived with no other response than' the 
point of the scimitar that thrust her 
through.

May we remember that ill-gotten position 
is brief and uncertain, and that those who 
live by the sword shall perish by violence.

Friday, November 19 
Read Hebrews 9: 11-22

The New Covenant.—Christ is our High 
Priest. All believers are priests,—or a 
priesthood. There is only one high priest. 
He had no predecessor and will have no suc­
cessor, in office. Among the priests, or be­
lievers, there is equality of position. The 
sanctuary in which our High Priest officiates 
is “not made with hands” but is a spiritual 
temple. Christ qualified for the high priest­
hood by his own blood,—not by the blood 
of goats and calves does he enter into the 
holy place as our mediator. His sacrifice 
of himself is more efficacious for our re­
demption than were the bloody sacrifices, 
under the old covenant, for the remission 
of the sins of the ancient people. His own 
blood makes Christ the mediator, or the 
maker, of a new covenant,—different and 
better than the old. One’s will, or testa­
ment, is not probated and is not in force 
until one has died; so Christ, by his death, 
put the new covenant into effect. Under 
the old covenant, bloody sacrifices were nec­
essary to the remission of sin even when 
every commandment spoken by Moses had 
been observed by the people. Much less, 
then, will people under the new covenant be 
saved by the keeping of the law. Without 
the shedding of blood there was no remis­
sion, no matter how perfectly the law had 
been kept. Even the vessels of the sanc­
tuary, inanimate gold and silver that they 
were, had to be sprinkled with blood in 
order to become ceremonially clean: how 
then could the living hearts of men be 
cleansed except by and through the blood 
of Jesus Christ?

May the atoning blood of Christ be our 
hope of salvation and our message of re­
demption to a lost world.

Saturday November 20 
Read Hebrews 13: 8-17

Abiding Faith in Christ.—Believers 
should be steadfast and firm in their faith in 
Christ. They should not be driven or carried 
away with divers strange doctrines. Their 
confidence in Christ is well-founded,—he is 
the only sure foundation, and why should 
people want to transfer their faith to an­
other, or to withold it from him? We should 
have the faith to follow him in his humilia­
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tion. As the refuse part of the sacrifice, he 
“was offered outside the city,” having died 
a criminal’s death beyond the city limits 
of Jerusalem. Let us “go out to him,” and 
share his reproach. If we love him, we 
will. If we believe in him, we shall. The 
test of one’s faith in another occurs when 
his reproach and shame come. How often 
confidence wavers when public scorn rests 
upon the one believed in! We have no abid­
ing faith in Christ unless we can accept 
and stand by him in his unpopularity and 
disgrace. We should have that faith which 
sees the goal at the end of the journey, 
and looks and moves forward to the celes­
tial city to come. We should have that 
faith in Christ which offers to him sacri­
fices of praise; and to others about us, the 
helping hand, for with such offerings God 
is well pleased.

May we have an abiding, constant and 
unshaken faith in Christ whose saving grace 
is sufficient for our redemption,

Sunday, November 21 
Read Psalm 107: 1-9

Praise for Redemption.—Let the re­
deemed testify to their redemption. Let 
them avow the source of it. Let them ac­
knowledge God as their redeemer. Shall 
they be ashamed of Christ in a wicked and 
unbelieving generation? Shall they who 
have the priceless inheritance of eternal life 
either declare they have it not or deny the 
one who gave it to them? God’s redemp­
tion works out the unity of mankind,—be­
lievers are gathered out of all lands: they 
come from every point of the compass,— 
east, west, north and south. The sweep of 
God’s redeeming grace describes the cir­
cumference of the earth. He saves people 
from their wanderings and uncertainties; 
their aimlessness and indecision. It is he 
who satisfies the hungry and thirsty. He 
hears the cries of his children in their dark 
distress and anguish. He leads them into 
habitable places, where groves are already 
planted, where grapes are in their vintage 
and the fields and cities are ready to be 
occupied.

“Let all men praise the Lord for his good­
ness and for his wonderful works to the 
'children of men.”

—————— . ,
Lesson 9—November 28

Gideon and the Three 
Hundred

Read Judges 7: 1-26.
(To be studied with Stewardship applications smcnr 

Southern Baptists who arr observing November u 
Stewardship month under Uraolution adopted by th* 
Southern Baptist Convention.)

Devotional Reading—Psalm 27: 1-6.
Golden Text—Be strong in the Lord, and 

in the strength of his might. Ephesians 
6: 10.

There is a strength that is physical which can sc- 
complish works of prowess ; there is a strength that 
is nervous, which will brave hardships and difficult iw 
and there is a strength that is mental which easily 
masters subjects of study; but the highest and best 
is the strength which is spiritual that overcomes 
the enemies of our souls and wars s'iccessfully 
against all spiritual wickedness. It comes as a special 
gift from God. not as a natural endowment. It can 
be had by everybody.

Lesson Text
Judges 7: 4-8, 19-21

I. The Test of Numbers.
4 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are 

yet too many ; bring them down unto the water, and 
I will try them for thee there: and it shall be. 
that of whom I say unto thee. This shall go with 
thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whom­
soever 1 say unto thee, Thia shall not go with the*, 
the same shall not go.

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: 
and Jehovah said unto Gideon. Every one that iaj>p*th 
of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that 
howeth down upon his knees to drink.

8 And the number of them that lapped, putting 
their hand to their mouth, wns three hundred men: 
hut all the rest of the people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water.

7 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, by the three hun­
dred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver ths 
Midianites into thy hand; and let all the people go 
every man unto his place.

8 So the people took victuals In their hand, and their 
trumpets; and he sent all the men of Israel every 
man unto his tent, but retained the three hundred 
men ; and the camp of Midian was beneath him in 
the valley.
IL The Secret of Efficiency.

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with 
him. came unto the outermost part of the camp In 
the beginning of the middle watch, when they had 
but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake In pieces the pitchers that were In their 
hands.

20 And the three companions blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the torches in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands 
wherewith to blow ; and they cried. The sword of Je­
hovah and of Gideon.

21 And they atocd every man in his place round 
about the camp : and all the host ran; and they shout­
ed, and put them to flight.

Lesson Comment
1. The Test of Numbers. When the 

Midianites oppressed Israel, God raised up 
Gideon to retrieve their liberties and losses. 
He assembled a fighting force out of four 
tribes which numbered more than thirty- 
two thousand men and was going to battle 
against the invaders. But. Jehovah de­
clared that the men were too many, because 
they would suppose that they had conquered 
the Midianites by their own strength; and 
authorized him to dismiss all the soldiers 
who wanted to go back home. Under that 
proposition, twenty-two thousand went back, 
leaving ten thousand volunteers for service. 
Jehovah said these were still too many, and 
that if Gideon would take them down to the 
water he would make a further test by 
which a picked body of soldiers could be 
selected for the campaign. It was Jehovah’s 
plan. Gideon did not devise it. But God’s 
wisdom was shown in the selection of the 
men to go, as his power was shown in the 
use of them. According to the nature of 
the test, only three hundred of the ten 
thousand men lapped the water, taking it up 
in their hands, while all the rest lay down 
to drink. It was a test of bodily conditions, 
indicating endurance as against indulgence; 
and of their mental state, indicating en­
thusiasm as against deliberation. Only 
those hardy fellows who had more desire 
to fight than to satisfy thirst, were picked.

2. The Secret of Efficiency. Efficiency 
in God’s service is not in numbers but in 
the quality of the people actually engaged 
in it. A few with Jehovah can do more 
than many without him. There is effi­
ciency in having a working, mobile force, 
l>e that number great or small. Every one 
of the men unflinchingly stood in his place 
about the camp of the enemy. Among them 
there was concert of action, as all blew' their 
trumpets and broke their pitchers at one 
time making a blare and a glare that made 
the night hideous to the campers in 
the valley. Theirs was a zeal for .Jehovah, 
for with one stentorian chorus they shouted, 
"The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon.” 
The Midianites, aroused from their slum­
ber by the shouts of the three hundred men, 
and dazed by the glare of their torches, 
must have thought their whole camp was 
filled with fire-breathing Israelites, and 
were put to utter confusion and rout.

Daily Readings
Monday, November 22 
Read Judges 6: 1-10

Israel Oppressed.—Because the Children 
of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah, he 
permitted their enemies in Canaan to op­
press them severely, who drove them from 
their homes and confiscated all their per­
sonal property. All of their products and 
possessions which were not hidden were 
carried away or destroyed by the Midian­
ites who evidently meant to regain posses­
sion of the land itself. The Israelites, re­
duced to dire poverty, cried unto Jehovah. 
They forgot him until they wrere pinched 
into remembrance of him. • Out of his in­
finite mercy, he heard their cry, uttered 
even under those circumstances. He sent 
to them first a prophet, or a preacher. As 
much as they wanted and needed a military 
leader, the need for a minister of righteous­
ness was greater. The^prophet goes before 
the deliverer: the preacher .before the re­
former, a moral improvement must take 
place before the betterment of the state is 
possible. The prophet preached to them 
(1) the righteousness and sovereignty of 
God who had brought them up out of bond­
age in Egypt and had given them their 
enemies in the Wilderness and in Canaan, 
and (2) that he had a right therefore to be 
the sole object of their worship and to com­
mand them to worship him only, and (3) 
the gross sin of the people in worshiping 
the gods of the Amorites.

May we remember the Lord during the 
enjoyment of his favors, lest the loss of 
them force us to seek his forgiving grace.

Tuesday, November 23 
Read Judges 6: 11-24

Gideon's Call.—Gideon was busy thresh­
ing wheat when God called him to be the 
deliverer of the Israelites from their Mid- 
ianite oppressors. The angel of Jehovah ap­
peared to him while he was at ‘his thresh­
ing floor in Ophrah where he had secretly 
gone to escape being robbed by the in­
vaders. His lament at the distress of Is­
rael was expressed in his reply to kind re­
marks made about him by the angel. God 
calls those who feel most keenly the dis­
tress of a bad condition who are therefore 
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qualified to become leaders in a reforma­
tion and reclamation. Note also his humil­
ity; he claimed he was the least member 
of a poor family of Manasseh; and what 
reputation or standing could he hope to 
have among the more powerful houses of 
Israel? But since God had called, he 
would not argue at length against it; but 
would ask some sign by which he might 
know that it was Jehovah that called him, 
for, having become satisfied of that, he 
would not be reluctant to assume the leader­
ship of the people. Hurriedly Gideon dressed 
a kid and presented it with unleavened 
cakes before the angel. Obediently he 
placed the meat and bread on the dry rock, 
with no fire anywhere about it. Only a 
divine hand and a supernatural fire could 
consume it. With a touch of the angel’s 
wand, or rod, fire came out of the rock and 
consumed it. Then Gideon worshiped, 
building an altar of his own and offering 
sacrifices to Jehovah.

May we be distressed for the afflict ions of 
God’s people and cheerfully respond when 
God gives the signal that he is coming to 
the rescue.

Wednesday, November 24 
Read Judges 6: 25-32

Gideon’s Faithfulness.—Gideon felt 
that his fealty to Jehovah should begin in 
his own circle of friends and household ac­
quaintances. He was accordingly ordered 
to sacrifice his father’s bullocks to Jehovah, 
displacing the altars of Baal which his own 
fathers had built, and to sacrifice to Jeho­
vah, using the wood from the sacred groves 
of Baal’s shrine to burn it with. It was a 
bold and flat defiance of Baal and of his 
worshipers. Gideon obeyed, doing it at 
night for fear of the unbelieving members 
of the house of Abiezer to which he be­
longed, and of the great number of Baalites 
among the men of the city. On the follow­
ing day, when they saw what had been 
done and found out who did it, the men of 
the city came to Joash, Gideon’s father, and 
demanded that he should be brought out 
and slain for offering such indignity to 
Baal. Then Joash stiffened in his own con­
viction of duty and said to them: "Ix?t 
Baal defend himself if he be a god worthy 
of being worshiped.” If he could not re­
sent such insult as that which Gideon offer­
ed to him, then he was no god and ought to 

be dethroned. That was the reasoning of 
Joash, who evidently had begun to think 
very much as his son did about the whois 
Baal business.

In praying for a rexrival of religion 
throughout the land, may we ask that it 
shall begin in us.

Thursday, November 25 
Read Judges 6: 33-40

Gideon’s Faith Strengthened.—Ths 
Midianites, the Amalekites and the Children 
of the East, or the dwellers beyond the Jor­
dan, formed a confederacy to exterminate 
the Children of Israel and to regain posses* 
sion of the land. They evidently considered 
the weakened condition of Israel as an op­
portune time for them to strike. In the 
terrible crisis, the Spirit of Jehovah came 
upon Gideon and he blew the trumpet and 
gathered all the warriors out of his own 
immediate tribal family of Abiezer and sent 
messengers into Manasseh, Asher, Zebulon 
and Naphtali to summons the soldiers to 
come to the rescue of the land from the op­
pressors. When the army assembled and 
was mustered in, Gideon asked the Lord 
for still other signs of his approval upon 
the plan and of his selection of him as the 
people’s leader in the crisis. It was due 
to his extreme caution to ascertain the will 
of Jehovah. This time, the sign was that 
of dew, on the first night, on the fleece 
which Gideon had put out by the side of 
his tent, with the ground around it dry; 
while on the second night the fleece was to 
be dry and the ground wet. And it was 
so both nights according to the terms of 
the test as indicated by Gideon. Note that 
this was a private matter between God and 
Gideon. It was a test which he himself sug­
gested and which Jehovah granted in order 
to strengthen his faith and to make him 
ready for other tests of which God himself 
would lay down the conditions.

May the evidence of God’s guidance and 
■mercy which are fresh every morning lead 
us to a growing faith in him as a very pres­
ent help in time of trouble.

Friday November 20 
Read Judges 7: 1-25

Gideon and the Three Hundred.—-The 
assembling and the mobilizing of the thirty- 
two thousand men of Israel was not amiss, 

though the hundredth part of them was not 
needed for the immediate attack upon the 
encamped hosts of the invaders. It strength­
ened the courage of the Israelites; it helped 
their morale. It gave them a self-conscious­
ness which was helpful,—provided it did 
not assert itself. Hence Jehovah told 
Joshua to let ail the soldiers return to their 
homes who wished to return. Twenty-two 
thousand took advantage of the offer. The 
ten thousand men were too many for Jeho­
vah to use in accomplishing a victory in 
which he alone could be acclaimed the 
victor. Therefore, he made test of them 
at the water by which those that lapped 
were set to themselves and those who lay 
down to drink were set by themselves. 
Three hundred lapped and were named as 
the chosen ones to take part in the attack 
upon the Midianites. For zeal, nerve and 
self-control, the three hundred were the 
pick of the whole army. In the attack, 
each stood in his own place,—none but the 
cool, earnest and courageous could stand 
alone in the dark, in a close-up circle of an 
enemy army. At the crucial moment, they 
broke the pitchers all at once and blew their 
trumpets, making a crashing and roar that 
struck the ears of the sleeping Midianites 
as an inferno of ghostly warriors surround­
ing them with a circle of fire. Utter and 
complete were their confusion and rout. 
Then the soldiers who went back home had 
opportunity to get in their work, pursu­
ing the fleeing Midianites. Then Gideon 
sent word to the people of Ephraim to cut 
them off as they fled southward toward the 
Jordan valley. The Ephraimites had not 
been summoned to the fight but were given 
their opportunity, and a special one as 
Gideon afterwards had occasion to say to 
them, to bring in the heads of Oreb and 
Zeeb, the princes of the invading kingdoms.

May wc ever remember that it is not by 
might nor by power but by the Spirit of 
God that we arc to win our battles life.

Saturday, November 27 
Read Romans 8: 31-39

More than Conquerors.—Since God gave 
us his Son, his highest treasure, will he not 
freely, with him, give us every other thing 
which is of infinitely lower value? God’s 
elect can not be condemned or accused or 

judged by any authority save Jehovah who 
can also justify,—no one has a right to 
judge who can not excuse or justify. Christ 
is our judge and is also our advocate. He 
is both our judge and our attorney: con­
sequently the verdict of the court will cer­
tainly be favorable. God’s justification of 
us is not based on our innocence, but upon 
the fact that we love him and he therefore 
‘‘accepts the will for the dped:” provided 
our love for him is such that we endure dis­
tress or peril for his sake and suffer hard­
ships and self-denial in his service. Then 
we have a margin of victory; we have more 
triumph than what would be barely enough; 
we are “more than conquerors.” In him 
we not only have exoneration but also com­
mendation; he not only justifies us but 
loves us with a1 love from which nothing 
can ever dislodge us.

May we ever hold to Christ as our only 
hope of justification and as the giver of an 
abundant entrance into the heavenly king­
dom. •

Sunday, November 28 
Read Psalm 27: 1-6

The Fearlessness of Faith.—The Lord 
is our light,—there is no darkness in him to 
make us afraid. He is our salvation,— 
there is no destroyer beyond his reach 
which we should dread. He is our strength, 
and therefore we will fear none of our own 
weaknesses. In their stealthy approaches 
to harm us, our foes slip and fall. As we 
dwell in the sacred places of Jehovah’s 
presence, he spreads out his pavilion to take 
us in and opens the doors of his tabernacle 
to admit us to his audience chamber; he 
lifts our feet and places them on a solid 
rock. Therefore, our heads will be lifted 
up above those of our enemies; while they 
shall be made to suffer reproach and shame­
facedness, we shall be justified and com­
mended. They will be smitten by the divine 
hands which hold and cover us in their 
palms. So we need not fear them but have 
occasion to offer to Jehovah, who is our 
hope and defender, the sacrifices of joy and 
thanksgiving.

May we have that faith which will make 
us fearless, trusting where we can not seo 
and believing where we can not know.
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