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A COUVERT
(Sheltered)

By John Randolph Stidham

The splendor of the sunset dies, 
Grey dusk sifts on the solemn trees 
That stand like endless companies.
The churlish north wind snarls and sighs.

Brown hills lie dead in withered leaves, 
Like Roman soldiers slum’bring deep.
Outside, the storms to battle leap, 
While snowflakes swirl beneath the eaves.

Within—I watch the twisting blaze, 
And June comes out to speak to me, 
Of tangled stars beneath the sea, 
Of rose-tint dawns and moon-split ways.

Bold memories struggle, stir apart;
No one can setg The house is still! 
I let them wander forth, at will, 
Then, put them back into my heart.
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Aunt Hetty and the Telephone Man
By SUSAN HUBBARD MARTIN

The telephone had been out of order for 
three days. The manager from the main 
office had come over in his automobile—a 
slender young fellow followed him. Some­
one else took a hand in it, but in spite of a 
new receiver and renewed batteries, the 
telephone was no better than it had been.

Aunt Hetty, little and bent and white 
haired, who was visiting in the home where 
the telephone was out of order, was 'more 
than interested.

She finally took her knitting and sat down 
in a wicker chair close to it when the last 
young man began work upon it.

Aunt Hetty came from a little village 
where everyone went to church and where 
prayer meetings were not neglected. She 
could not become accustomed to the city 
way of automobiling on Sunday and of not 
knowing one’s next door neighbor. She 
always said her prayers both night and 
morning, praying regularly for the mission­
aries.

And she read her Bible every day. Some­
how those hours with her Maker had left an 
imprint on her sweet old face. There was 
something there that every countenance 
did not possess.

Aunt Hetty watched the new young man 
interestedly as he took out screws and put 
them in, examined the batteries and tested 
the receiver.

At last he shook his head.
“Whatever the trouble is, it isn’t here,” 

he answered finally. “I’ll have a look at 
things further down the line.

He picked up his little implements he had 
brought with him and prepared to leave.

“Will you be back again?” asked Aunt 
Hetty anxiously.

“Yes, just as soon as I can locate the 
trouble.”

He left a moment or two after that and 
Aunt Hetty sat and waited, still knitting.

It did not seem very long to her before 
he returned.

Aunt Hetty looked up and smiled.
“You look as if you’d found the difficulty,” 

she said.

The young man nodded.
“I have.”
“What was it?” demanded Aunt Hetty.
“A burned out wire,” was the reply. 

“What we call a dead wire. I found it on 
the top of a tall pole. At a glance it looked 
the same as any other wire, but on closer 
examination I found out that it had been 
burned out. Could not possibly carry sound. 
You’ll find the telephone all right, now 
ma’am.” > ;

Aunt Hetty was studying him—the fine 
strong young face, the clear eyes and firm 
mouth.

“I knew you’d find it,” she said.
And then she added reflectively,
“A dead wire. Do you know, that re­

minds me of some people.”
She paused.
“Young man,” she said after a moment 

or two. “I like your frank eyes and your 
pleasant smile and your knowledge of tele­
phones in general. You’ve been the only 
one that has been successful in locating the 
trouble on this telephone. But I am wonder­
ing if you are as successful in keeping that 
line of heavenly communication in good 
working order! Is there ahy dead wire on 
the line between you and your maker? Is 
the connection between you all right? Are 
you seeing to it that it will carry messages? 
Are you applying to it the implements of 
prayer and faith and love? Are you sure, 
when life is over you will find your com­
munications to him lost over a dead wire? 
Dead wires carry' no messages, you know.”

The young man at the telephone was 
looking at the little old lady with the sweet 
face and snowy hair.

If she had talked religion to him any 
other way he would not have heeded. But 
telephones were his business and the way 
she put the question to him riveted his at­
tention.

It gripped him and gripped him hard.
Was that heavenly telephone line in good 

working order or was it so burdened by dead 
wires that no communications were possible?

And then he knew that was just what 
he had done. He hadn’t been going to 
church. He had used bad language. He 
had broken the sabbath, and nobody had 
seemed to care.

A dead wire! Ah the comtnunication be­
tween his heavenly Father and him had 
indeed been cut off by the dead wires of his 
own actions.

And then what nobody in this great busy 
throbbing active city had cared to do, little 
Aunt Hetty from a small country town had 
done. Little Aunt Hetty with her snowy 
hair and sweet old face.

He looked at her again.
“I want to thank you,” he said in a moved 

young voice, “for putting the matter to me 
in just the way you have. I guess I was 
pretty well along on the road to destruction, 
but—”

His voice broke.
lie picked up the little hammer and screw 

driver, then turned to Aunt Hetty again.
“I’m going to get that upper telephone 

line in good working order,” he said huskily. 
“If there are any dead wires, I’ll find them.” 

Aunt Hetty nodded.
She had left her little country home with 

much trepidation to make this visit to the 
big city but by it she had won a soul for 
him.

“A dead wire! Of course you’ll find it.” 
she said tremulously.

A Home
By ALICE THORN FROST

Sweet are the rooms, and filled with treas­
ures gathered

All through the years, each one seems 
dear and fine,

Shelter we love, no place could be just like 
it,

Haven of rest, and built for me Mid mine.

Yet must its doors swing wide to friend or 
stranger,

Bright shine its light for those who weary 
roam.

Not till a welcome smiles from every 
window,

Can it all gladly bear the name of home.

Lay Thine Hand Upon 
Thy Mouth
By T. S. DUNAWAY

The writer of Proverbs says, “If thou 
hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy 
mouth.” These words have been adopted 
as the motto of the King’s Daughters; and 
surely they form an appropriate motto for 
women—and for men. Whenever we think 
evil, we are tempted to blurt it out, to 
say just what we think, but the wise man 
would have us practice self-restraint in the 
matter of speech.

Since we are prone to speak evil when 
we think it, wo should never think evil if 
we can possibly help it. If our hearts were 
full of love and sympathy toward our fel- 
lowmen, we would follow this course: “Love 
thinketh no evil.” But alas, being born in 
sin and shapen in iniquity, and prone th 
sin as the sparks to fly upward, and hav­
ing so much of the demon of selfishness in 
us, we are too apt to think evil on very 
slight provocation. Somebody whispers 
evil of another, and whether it be true or 
false, we are prone to believe it, especially 
if appearances point that way. We pass 
hasty judgments without first investigat­
ing the facts. Thus we often think evil 
when there is no evil. Sometime ago some­
body was telling me an evil rumor about 
a man that I highly respected. I listened 
patiently, and then I calmly replied, “I do 
not at all doubt that you are telling me this 
just as you heard it, but I must say that I 
do not believe it, nor can I believe it unless 
it be substantiated by the strongest evi­
dence.” Such, I think, should be our attii 
tude at all times. “Love thinketh no evil. 
Love rejoiceth not in evil.”

But whether or not we are slow to think 
evil, we should never speak evil, unless we 
absolutely know it to be true. Do not re­
peat an evil rumor unless you have first 
investigated the facts and are positively 
convinced that the rumor is true. A lie 
can outrun the truth, and slander has 
wings. Anybody can start an evil report 
about anybody. It may be a vicious propa­
ganda, started in malice, through envy or 
jealousy, and may be absolutely false; yet 
some people will believe it on the spot. Of 
course it is a sin to start an evil report like
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this, but the man that passes on a false 
and slanderous rumor, without even in­
vestigating the facts, is closely akin to the 
man that starts it. The two are congenial 
spirits, and it is difficult to tell which does 
the more harm, the man that hatches up 
the evil report, or the talebearer that re­
peats it. The Bible says, “Thou shalt not 
go up and down as a talebearer among thy 
people.” “The words of a talebearer are 
as wounds.” “Where no wood is the fire 
goeth out, so where there is no talebearer 
the strife ceaseth.” The talebearer seldom 
stops to investigate; if he gets an interest­
ing piece of gossip, true or false, he passes 
it on to the next person that will listen to 
him. He separates friends; he wounds 
feelings, and does a world of harm. Let 
us make it a habit of our lives not to repeat 
an evil report unless we know it is true.

And even if we know that the evil report 
is true, still we ought not to pass it on un­
less some good can be accomplished thereby. 
Some may be slow to thii^k evil, and will 
not speak evil until they have satisfied 
themselves that the evil report is true, but 
who feel that they are then at perfect lib­
erty to tell anybody about it. But why tell 
all the evil you know? The man that does 
so would seem to rejoice in evil, and this 
the Bible tells us not to do. When we think 
evil, let us keep our hand on our mouth, 
until we know the evil is true; and even 
then let us continue to keep our hand on 
our mouth unless it is necessary to do other­
wise. Do not think evil, and do not speak 
evil, if you can possibly avoid it.

Let us be like the leaves of the vegetable 
world. Every living, breathing creature 
in the world, from man down to the tiniest 
insect, is constantly breathing air into the 
lungs, and throwing it back again in the 
form of a poisonous gas, carbon dioxide. 
And this has been going on down through 
the ages from the dawn of history. Were 
there no provision of nature to correct this, 
the atmosphere would have become so pois­
onous by now that animal life could hardly 
exist any longer. But the leaves of the 
vegetable world are so constituted by an all- 
wise Creator, that they receive this car­
bonic acid gas through the pores of the 
under surface, retain the carbon, and from 
the upper surface set free the pure oxygen. 
Thus the leaves cleanse and purify the 
atmo^ihere we breathe, and keep the globe 

habitable for man and beast. So men have 
been sinning all down through the ages, and 
the world is full of evil. If we take into 
our lives the evil that we think and know, 
and then pass it on to others, our moral 
and social atmosphere will become so pois­
onous that life will become intolerable. Let 
us, like the leaves, separate the evil from 
the good, keep the evil to ourselves, and 
set free the good; thus may we cleanse and 
sweeten the moral and social atmosphere of 
the community in which we live.

Registered Mail
By DAVID E. ADAMS

The doorbell pealed sharply twice. Mary 
Jane rose hastily from the table. She pushed 
back the sparse strands of hair from her 
thin face, smoothed out the folds of her 
checked gingham apron before the cracked 
glass in the corner above the sink, and 
opened the door. With a curt “Good-after­
noon” the postman handed her the weekly 
“Homeville Herald,” and two cheap-looking 
unsealed envelopes with the names of patent 
medicines emblazoned on the comers. A 
chill gust slammed the door against Mary 
Jane’s thin figure, and the man drew the 
worn blue coat closer about his throat, 
easing the broad strap on his shoulder as 
he turned to plow away through the March 
mud.

“ ’S that all, John,” quavered Mary Jane’s 
thin voice. “Ain’t there no letters?”

“No” came the brief reply.
“Wait a minute, John, I got some mail 

to go.” The man turned on his heel with a 
look of surprise, and stamped up the steps 
into the little kitchen.

“Who you writin’ to, Mary Jane?” Curios­
ity struggled with an assumption of indiffer­
ence in his face. “I didn’t know you had 
any folks livin’.”

“I ain’t, that folks around here knows of. 
But I been layin’ up for a long time ter send 
sunthin* to the children’s home. That man 
’twas here last fall—I couldn’t give then, 
but I said I would later, maybe. I’ve been 
savin’ ever since, an’ there’s a hundred 
dollar bill in this envelope to help take care 
of them poor little children that have no 
folks.”

“Now, Mary Jane, you hadn’t ought to do 
no such thing. Think what you could buy 
for yourself with that hundred dollars.”

“I’m all right—I.got enough to live on, an’ 
a pair o’ hands to work with. I ain’t never 
had no one to do for, an’ I’ll take a heap o’ 
comfort to think o’ helping out a little.” 
Mary Jane brushed a corner of her apron 
across her face, while John became suddenly 
interested in a kitten that purred affection­
ately against his foot. Suddenly he looked 
up.

"It ain’t safe to send money like that in 
an envelope.”

“There’s just what I want you for, John. 
I want you should register this letter for 
me. I never could get ’way down to the 
Center in all this mud.”

"I don’t think you ought to do it, Mary 
Jane.”

“Never you mind, John White,” a flush 
mounted to her shallow cheeks. “I earned 
every cent of it, and I’ll do what I please 
with it.”

“All right, Mary Jane.” John took the 
long envelope, glanced at the address, and 
slipped it into the outer pocket of the tat­
tered brown mail-pouch.

“Here’s the money for the fee.” Mary 
Jane counted out a handful of coppers from 
a worn purse, then closed the door on John’s 
retreating figure. She sat down by the 
window and took up her knitting, but al­
though the knotted fingers flew up and down 
the rows of stitches, the faded eyes were far 
away in the sunset, living over a pathetic 
might-have-been, dreaming of the children 
that had never been hers.

John White meanwhile stubbed off 
through the mud on his lonely route, stop­
ping here and there to drop a paper or a 
letter in a mail-box. Slowly the chill glooMk 
of the March twilight settled about hinH ’ 
And his thoughts were not in his work. They 
kept going back to the little cottage on a 
gloomy side-street near the great mill, 
where a pale woman was lying sick beneath 
a soiled counterpane, and two Jhin chil­
dren in coats and sweaters played listlessly 
about cold rooms. He could fairly hear 
that racking cough, and thin, hungry cry 
of the little one at night. What right had 
Mary Jane to send a hundred dollars to 
children she had never seen? John’s hand 
clutched convulsively at the pouch by his

side, but he sternly drew it away. And 
yet— who would ever know? Probably not 
Mary Jane. But then, it was her money to 
do with as she pleased. No, it was not her 
money, if wives and babies were sick and 
cold. He would keep the envelope and send 
it to the children later. With a start he 
realized that he was far beyond the end of 
his route, plodding along in the mud of a 
country road. The clouds were rolling down 
from the hills, and a fine, drenching rain 
was falling, turning to minute particles of 
ice as it touched the ground. Mechanically 
he glanced at his watch—he was an hour 
overdue at the office: they would be tele­
phoning around to locate him. He broke 
into a clumsy, shuffling run, various excuses 
pounding through his brain. Blindly he 
tried to sort the new mail in the outer 
pouch of his bag, ready to turn it in at the 
office. The letters were few—he could hold 
them all between his thumb and fore-finger. 
Suddenly he stopped in the middle of the 
road, and looked at the bunch in his hand. 
They were all short envelopes. The long 
envelope with the hfindred-dollar bill was 
gone! He felt wildly about the bag: it was 
empty. The letter could not have been 
stolen, for he had seen no one since he took 
it. It must have been lost. Back along the 
road he stumbled, peering this way and 
that in the gathering darkness in a vain 
endeavor to find the letter. But he reached 
the farthest point of his journey, and found 
nothing. He was two hours late already. 
He must get back to the office. What should 
he say? Should he tell them about the letter? 
Who would believe it? Why not invent an 
excuse, and say nothing about the letter 
—Mary Jane would never know? But would 
she? And suppose she found out that it had 
never been registered. She would probably 
ask for the receipt tomorrow. Still, one 
could fake a receipt He stumbled into 
the lighted streets of the Center, and 
dragged in to his desk in the office. It 
seemed as though every man in the room 
were staring suspiciously at him as he 
made up his mail. He bent his head low 
over the desk, and the cold sweat beaded 
his forehead. The heavy steps of the post­
master echoed on the floor behind him. A 
loud voice rumbled in his ears.

“That bag’s done for, John—take out 
a new one tomorrow.”
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meet his chief’s eye. The latter had seized 
the ragged pouch, and was shaking it con­
temptuously. As he did so, something long 
and white slipped out from the torn lining 
and lay on the floor at John’s feet.

“Missed one,” said the chief kindly, shov­
ing it with his foot, “Get along home— 
you’ve had a tough day. And, oh, by the 
way, the pay raise came through. Here’s 
a hundred dollars back pay for you.”

Outside the clouds had lifted, and a thin 
moon was struggling into brilliance. One 
of its rays lit the worn face of a man who 
whistled as he stumbled wearily down a 
side street toward the lighted window of a 
little cottage.

Our Hurry-Guest
By CHRISTINA R. FRAME

The car snorted down the driveway. Our 
hurry-guest was on her way to the station, 
and Janet with her.

“I hope she won’t miss the train,” I re­
marked, she got off in such a whirlwind 
rush at the last, and—”

“She will not,” declared Aunt Ellen em­
phatically. “I ordered the car and saw to 
that. She has her ticket and checks—I 
attended to that also, but she may think she 
has left something behind and return for it, 
a very probable happening to follow such 
a frantic packing.”

“Right you are,” I laughed, as the car 
whirled back.

‘‘Della’s grey parasol.” shouted Janet, 
“it’s on the top shelf of—”

“In her umbrella holder,” called Aunt, 
“and if there is anything left behind, I’ll 
send it by express. Though, I am pretty 
sure there isn’t.”

I went out to make a tour of the rooms 
and satisfy myself that Aunt Ellen’s work 
had been thorough, but I might have spared 
myself the trouble.

Janet had returned when I reached the 
sitting room.

“O, such a furious scramble as we had. 
Della, as usual, in the thick of a hurry­
racket. She lingered in the station chatting 
to an acquaintance until the very last 
minute, then pushed and shoved into the 
crowd, elbowing her way in reckless haste. 

She dropped a glove and hadn’t time to 
recover it. One of her best kid ones, too, 
that she had taken in mistake. It had been 
badly trampled upon before I could get 
it.”

Janet turned the mussed, dirty glove over 
with a thoughtful face.

“It’s too bad that Della is always in such 
a wild hurry-racket,” she murmured.

“It is a very unlovely habit for her, and 
very annoying for her friends,” declared 
Aunt Ellen. “She dawdles until the last 
minute, and then throws herself and the 
household into commotion by her scrambles. 
Della’s hurry-habit is due to a variety of 
neglects. The first is neglect of time; 
divided interests come a good second. I mean 
that she does not attend strictly to the 
work in hand, but is doing something else 
as well, and both suffer from her hurry 
and slipshod ways. Della will have to get 
busy and discipline herself. She has many 
good qualities and it is a pity to let this 
unlovely trait dominate them. I am going 
to write her a heart-to-heart letter, and ask 
her to work upon these suggestions faith­
fully, and report her progress to me. I 
want her to carefully think out what she 
is going to do, and then do it at the proper 
time;, to be on time for appointments and 
so avoid rush, and not to undertake more 
than can be performed. These should be a 
help in overcoming her unfortunate hurry­
habit.”

'V * * *

My Share
By CLARENCE E. FLYNN

One roof with w’aiting shelter, 
One roof and one alone;

OnC little group of loved ones
To cherish as my own;

One land to claim my service;
One flag to keep me free;

The rest may go to others, 
But, Lord, grant these to me.

One neighborhood to live in, 
Make friends, and be a friend;

One spirit in my dealings, 
And that a hand to lend;

One God to guide me;
One faith my hope to be;

The rest may go to others, 
But, Lord, grant these to me.

That Angry Tone
By EFFIE E. BAKER

Children are wise. They do more reason­
ing (of a kind) than we usually give them 
credit for. We have all laughed at the 
story of the boy who was keen enough to 
know when to obey.

His mother’s voice, quite pleasant and 
agreeable, reached the playground, but he 
paid no attention. After the second or third 
call, some boy with a conscience said, “Your 
mother is calling.” “Yeh, but I don’t hafto 
go yet Not till she gets some mad in her 
voice.” Another call and yet another with 
increasing sharpness. Then one with un­
mistakable anger caught him half way to 
first base. “Got to go now. If I stay any 
longer I’ll get a lickin’. So long.”

Whose fault? The boy was right from 
his point of view. It is not difficult to re­
construct the training in obedience he had 
received. It is common enough that we can 
make no mistake.

First commands are usually given in a 
pleasant enough voice. If obedience is in­
stant or reasonable in time, all is well. If 
not, mother becomes impatient, her voice 
takes on an edge, and after a few ineffectual 
efforts, she becomes angry and speaks 
sharply. Knowing the next step will prob­
ably be physical punishment, the boy re­
luctantly obeys. Result? When he is in­
terested in play (and that is always) he 
will obey only when spoken to sharply. This 
means either a nagging mother or one 
who is afraid to make a request of her 
own children for fear she will lose her tem­
per over it.

As with everything else in life, it is 
easier to begin right and continue that way 
than it is to start wrong and then right­
about face. With a tiny babe all words are 
those of tender endearment, all tones of 
gentle softness. What about th^five-year- 
old? Somewhere a cog has slipped if we 
speak sharply to secure obedience. When 
the baby hands have to be taught to re­
frain from touching forbidden thihgs, some­
times a sharp little slap seems to be neces­
sary. A slap on the hand is better than 
a burn any day. The thing to consider is 
the effect on the child. If the act is ac­
companied by a smile and the usual soft 
tones of love, there are no wounded feel­

ings, no little heartbreak, as is the case of 
a sharp angry tone, but there is only a 
physical reaction that repeated several times 
on similar occasions makes its impress on 
the little brain and teaches the first tiny 
bit of self-control.

It is an actual fact that a little child 
generally learns more self-control from in­
animate things than from his parents. If 
he falls over a stump he never thinks of 
blaming the stump unless some grownup 
with a tendency fo criminal idiocy has 
taught him to do so. The fault is clearly 
his own. We have said children are wise. 
On the other hand, if restrictions or pun­
ishments or even commands are accom­
panied by angry tones or forbidding frowns, 
he is quite as likely to feel it is all be­
cause of your anger rather than through 
any fault of his own. He is sure to resent 
the anger rather than the correction. It is 
quite difficult for most of us to keep im­
patience and anger out of our voices, but 
are there not manj things we must do 
regardless of the difficulties they present?

It takes a long time for our little people 
to accommodate themselves to the complex 
rules and regulations of even the simplest 
and least pretentious homes. How many, 
many times we must repeat the simple in­
junction, “Be sure to wash your face and 
hands clean.” You must remember a child 
has to learn in his brief childhood all the 
human race has learned in hundreds of 
thousands of years in the matter of cul­
ture and refinement.

Now if these purely physical things that 
we can see take so long to learn, what shall 
we say of the mental habits of which we 
ourselves as yet know only such a pitiful 
little? Yet we are learning, we are pro­
gressing, and thank goodness, which in its 
fullest and most reverent expression is 
thank God, we are studying the matter of 
child training from the standpoint of the 
effect on the child rather than that of our 
own temporary convenience.

Let us then be patient, but with our pa­
tience, persistent, and withal pleasant. How 
lovely it is to hear an aged mother or father 
say of a son, “He never gave me an angry 
word in his life,” but how much more elo­
quent a testimony of religion-inspired love 
to hear a son say of his aged parents, 
“They never gave me an angry word in 
their lives.”
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The Potted Pink Begonias
By MARY ELIZABETH ROBERTS

The Child s Table Manners
By FAYE N. MERRIMAN

Ten sturdy cuttings had been carefully 
placed in the roomy brown jars early that 
spring, and Miss Lydia Sanders had tended 
them patiently through the long spring and 
summer months.

As though in appreciation for her tender 
care the cuttings responded nobly to the 
sunshine and rain with the results that 
when north winds swept blustering down 
over the earth, and the ten potted pink 
begonias were safely placed on the fancy 
rack before the south window of Miss 
Lydia’s living room, they were beautiful 
to behold.

Miss Lydia was selfishly proud of them, 
so much so that the original reason for 
planting ten of a kind was gradually for­
gotten. She had planned to sell them at 
Christmas time, but as the holidays ap­
proached no mention was made of such a 
plan to any friend or acquaintance who 
called and admired the flowers. Now Christ­
mas was passed and the begonias bent un­
der a weight of blooms that added a touch 
of breathless beauty to the drab little room.

“You really don’t need ten of them,” Mrs. 
Black declared after a friendly call upon the 
spinster. "I wish you would decide to sell 
one to me. I’d love to give it to little 

. Bennie Marsh. He’s very sick, you know, 
and the doctors say he won’t live to see the 
flowers bloom in the spring.”

Long after the neighbor was gone, Miss 
Lydia pondered those words. And just as 
the decision came to sell a potted begonia 
to Mrs. Black and she was debating, the 
price to charge, a strange new plan came 
to her.

Why not take the begonia to Bennie her­
self! Why hadn’t she thought of it weeks 
ago.

■ That evening only nine brown jars stood 
’primly on the fancy rack, but there was a 
new warmth in Miss Lydia’s heart that 
more than repaid for the loss of one potted 
flower. Occasionally she wiped away a tear 
of joy as she recalled the eagerness of the 
thin jzhite arms reaching out to gather the 
beautiful blossoms closer, and the warm 
smile of thanks that told more than words.

That was only the beginning. Mis^Lydia 
had learned the great lesson of giving, and 
another week found a potted begdnia by 
the bedside of a young mother who^se first­
born had lived only a few short ho^rs. No 
word of thanks here, but tearful X*yes and 
a silent hand-clasp seemed more than even 
the prim Miss Lydia could bear, x—-

The weeks of winter slipped by into 
friendly warmth of spring and the fancy 
rack stood empty. Not a single potted plant 
left to add grace and beauty to the drab 
little living room. And Miss Lydia, look­
ing down at the bare rack smiled, actually 
smiled.

“You certainly have spread sunshine 
among the sick of our village,” remarked 
Mrs. Black one day. “We have only to 
enter a sick room and know that you have 
been there. I never realized that a pot of 
blooming flowers could carry such a mes­
sage or cheer and encouragement as were 
hidden in those potted pink begonias.”

But Miss Lydia only smiled. It wasn’t 
the thanks of the sick she was thinking of 
just then. It was the joy and spiritual 
uplift that had come into her own life 
through giving to otheri.

The Heart of a Child
By C. E. F.

Tread softly and gently whenever 
The heart of a child is in call.

You might search through creation forever 
And find nothing else in it all

So plastic, responsive, and tender, 
So delicate, lovely, and mild.

Bring the kindliest touch you can render 
To the sensitive heart of a child.

Speak softly where’er it can hear you.
Write naught on that tablet of clay, 

When a dear little life chances near you,
That will cast any cloud on its day.

One passing suggestion may spoil it,
That spirit so pure, undefiled.

Let never a word of yours soil it, 
The clean, crystal heart of a child.

“I think your children are charming,” 
Mrs. Drew exclaimed when she met Mrs. 
Watson in the social room of the church 
after the business meeting of the mother’s 
class was over. “The other day at Freddy’s 
party every one observed how perfectly they 
behaved at the table. They have the most 
beautiful table manners.”

“Yes, Ethel and Edwin do very well,” 
their mother remarked quietly.

“Very well—I should say they do! If 
you had seen how some of the children 
acted—and they are children of good par­
ents, too! I confessl had doubts about 
Freddy’s table behavior and coached him 
beforehand so that he would not make Any 
breaks, but when I saw the other children 
I just heaved a sigh of relief that Freddy 
was as good as he was. Then I happened 
to notice Ethel and Edwin and I marveled. 
They handle their table tools exactly like 
grown ups. How did you manage to train 
them so well?”

“By rehearsals,” Mrs. Watson answered 
calmly.

“Wha-at?”
“You look as if I had said something 

shocking! But it is really the truth. Six 
months ago-T thought that children would 
teach themftselves table manners if a word 
was thrown to them now and then and an 
occasional reproof uttered. I went upon 
the theory that given several essentials of 
good manners they would, like little mon­
keys, naturally imitate until they were let­
ter perfect. Their father and I have always 
been very careful not to commit any breach 
of table etiquette before them and I natur­
ally supposed that nothing else was neces­
sary.”

“It sounds sensible,” Mrs. Branch mur­
mured. “But----- ”

“But like other beautiful ^theories it 
doesn’t always work—if ever,” laughed the 
twins’ mother. “I found, in spite of our 
beautiful example upon which' we prided 
ourselves, that the twins were getting more 
and more ‘sloppy’ in their table manners 
and abruptly called a halt.

“It wasn’t a question of teaching them— 
they already knew how to hold their silver­
ware correctly—they were just careless and 
didn’t do it. So before each meal I set 
the table for them in the kitchen and with­
out anything upon their plates they went 
through all the mechanical movements of 
eating while I watched them, correcting 
and encouraging as I could not have done 
at a regular meal without making things 
intensely disagreeable for all of us. I think 
in a great many instances children’s man­
ners are neglected because parents do not 
like to ‘pick at them’ at the table. At any 
rate the children responded wonderfully and 
it became a game between them to see who 
could be nearest letter perfect”

What a simple thing to accomplish so 
much!” her companion remarked, gathering 
up her bag and fur. “Master Freddy is 
before supper.”
going to have a rehearsal this very night

The House at Bethang
By F. C. E.

There stood a little house at Bethany 
In days that now are very long ago.

There often went the One of Galilee
To sit with friends, and share the fireside 

glow.
The friends with hast’ning years have 

passed away.
No more does Mary dream or Martha 

spin,
But He who sat among them yesterday 

Unseen returns today and enters in.

Sometimes I think if I my way might trace 
To but one spot in those old years with 

Him,
It would not be the lonely garden space 

Where once He suffered in the shadows 
dim.

I would not go to little Bethlehem, 
Nor Nazareth, nor Sea of Galilee.

I would slip in and sit with Him and them 
Of the dear little house at Bethany.
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By EULA MAXFIELD GARROTT

Ne! Garland was one person who liked to 
wash dishes; at least she liked to wash her 
own dishes, at her own shining sink, in her 
own attractive kitchen* She often said so.

She was busily engaged in this, to some 
people, disagreeable task, one morning, 
perched upon her high stool, singing a 
joyous accompaniment to her swiftly-mov­
ing hands, when she was interrupted by a 
knock on the back door which came sim­
ultaneously with a ring at the front.

A glance through the glass panel of the 
back door showed Aunt Viny’s bulky black­
ness silhouetted against the sunshiny sky.

“Come in, Aunt Viny,” she called, rapidly 
drying her hands. “Somebody’s at the front 
door; I’ll be back in a minute.”

Then, giving a pat to her bright hair and 
a straightening shake to the pink gingham 
frock she wore, she hurried to answer the 
summons of the bell.

“Why Elizabeth Allen!” she cried, in de­
lighted surprise, at sight of the fur-clad 
young woman whom the opening door re­
vealed, “Wherever did you drop from?”

The two caught each other in a hearty 
embrace.

“I didn’t dream you were in this part of 
the country. Come right in and take off 
your things—that is, if you can get in. I 
haven’t done a thing to the front of the 
house this morning; was just washing the 
dishes when you rang.”

As she helped remove her friend’s ex­
pensive coat and modish hat, Nel was acute­
ly conscious of every detail of disorder about 
the room: the dust on the piano, the papers 
and books scattered over the table, the litter 
of ashes on the hearth, the one of Jo’s bed­
room slippers peeping from under his easy 
chair. Why had she slept that extra half 
hour, she asked herself, or why hadn’t she 
begun cleaning in the front of the house?

Of course, it didn’t really matter what 
Elizabeth thought, but her little home could 
look exceedingly attractive w’hen it was in 
order. She particularly wanted her friend 
,to realize that one could be wonderfully 
happy, even on a young bank clerk’s salary, 
and tl^t house-keeping was not the mon­

strous task people sometimes suppose It to 
be. For she still remembered a remark 
Elizabeth had made shortly before the an­
nouncements of Nel's engagement to Jo. She 
had said “Of course, it’s beautiful to marry 
wholly for love, but I’m hoping I can keep 
my affections so well under control that they 
won’t settle on a man without money.”

While these thoughts were flitting through 
her mind, she and her .guest were chatter­
ing away, asking and answering questions, 
recalling incidents of the days when they 
had been room-mates at school, jumping 
from one subject of common interest to an­
other; just as any two old friends who 
have not met for several years will do.

“And you say you are visiting your uncle 
in Maplevale?” Nel said. "I didn’t dream 
you had a relative living just thirty miles 
from here. Why didn’t you tell me?”

“O, they’ve only been there a few weeks, 
and I knew I was coming to see them soon, 
so I thought I’d surprise you. They’ve 
bought the old Van Lear homestead. Isn’t 
it a wonderful place?”

“Then is Mr. Vale your uncle? I heard 
he bought the Van Lear place. But to 
think that he’s related to you! Why, he 
owns a controlling interest in Jo’s bank!”

Elizabeth nodded. “Small town banks 
are his hobby. He owns a number, but 
I didn’t know Jo worked in one of them. I’m 
glad he does. Maybe I can prevail on Uncle 
Henry to give a raise.”

Nel flushed and lifted her chin a trifle.
“I don’t want you to ask any favors on 

my account. Jo’s doing fine work and he’ll 
win promotion. In fact, he’s been promoted 
twice already.”

“Haven’t lost any of your pride, have 
you?” laughed Elizabeth. “I don’t mean to 
ask favors, but sometimes a little personal 
interest can work wonders.”

Suddenly Nel remembered Aunt Viny.
“I must run out in the kitchen a minute,” 

she exclaimed. “I was about to forget Aunt 
Viny. She came just as you did, and I. told 
her I’d be back in a minute, to show her 
what to do. She comes in . once a week and 
helps me clean.”

“Let me go too,” suggested Elizabeth. 
“Isn’t she the one you wrote me about, who 
is suc>i a character? I’d love to see her.”

“Yes; there’s only one Aunt Viny. I hope 
she’ll get started talking. I’ll ask about her 
Sunday-school class. She’s sure to say some­
thing original about that She told me one 
morning not long ago that they’d given her 
one. I asked what age they were, and how 
many were enrolled. ‘It’s a grown-folks’ 
class,’.she answered, ‘but they aint any that 
yit. They give it to me to pit.’ ”

Aunt Viny had not been idly waiting, but 
had gone to work at Nel’s unfinished task. 
The dishes stood in orderly stacks upon the 
tea-wagon and the sink shone.

“This is an old school friend of mine, 
Aunt Viny; Miss Elizabeth Allen. I was so 
surprised to sec her at the door, and so 
busy talking to her, that I almost forgot you 
were here.”

The old negress looked at Elizabeth in 
silence for an instant, with calm, estimat­
ing eyes. Then she bowed with quaint 
dignity.

“Yes’m, Miss Nel; tha’s a’right. Miss 
’Liz’beth, I’s pleased to make yo’ ’quaint- 
ance.”

“I want you to give the kitchen a 
thorough cleaning this morning,” Nel said. 
“We’ll be right here in the bedroom talk­
ing, so if you want to ask me anything you 
can.”

“How is your Sunday-school class getting 
along, Aunt Viny?” queried Elizabeth. “Nel 
was just telling me they had given you one.”

Aunt Viny paused, with the teakettle up­
lifted, a serious look crossing her dark face.

“They’s getherin’ pawerful fast, Miss 
’Liz’beth, but I’s feared they ain’t larnin* 
much. I’s awful ign’rant; an’ nights, I’s 
so tiad I goes to sleep spellin’ out my lesson. 
But de good Lawd, he knows 'bout it, an’ 
he’ll he’p me out. Hit’s like my ole fo-de- 
wah missus use to say; she’d say, ‘Viny, 
cf’n Gawd c’d use jes a plain lick in the 
hands o’ Moses to cl’ar de waBr outn de 
Red Sea fer his people to go thu, he kin use 
airy nigger on this place ’at loyps him an’ 
wants to wuk fer him.

“An’ he knows I love him an’ wants to 
wuk fer him.”

Elizabeth’s eyes were twinkling with 
mirth, but Nel’s face was expressive of 

something deeper, as the two went into the 
little bedroom.

“They’s getherin’ powerful fast, but they 
aint Earnin’ much,” quoted Elizabeth be­
neath her breath, with a suppressed giggle.

Nel smiled back.
“I’ve an idea Aunt Viny’s life teaches 

more than her words do,” she replied quiet­
ly. “Her simple faith in God is an inspira­
tion to me.”

The bedroom clock ticked merrily to the 
accompaniment of the two young voices. 
Presently, Elizabeth glanced at her wrist 
watch and sprang from her chair with an 
exclamation.

“Uncle Henry ’ll be by after me in about 
two minutes. I’d no idea I had been here so 
long. And I haven’t told you one of the main 
objects of my visit. Aunt Sarah wants 
you to come over and spend next week-end 
with us. She’s planned a party for Satur­
day night, and a reception for Sunday, and 
I don’t know what else. We’ll have a glor­
ious time together, “We’ll—but there’s 
Uncle Henry’s honk now. I mustn’t keep 
him waiting.”

“But—” began Nel, but Elizabeth was 
already rushing to the front door to wave 
to Mr. Vale. Nel followed and stood holding 
her friend’s coat, a troubled look on her 
face.

“I’m afraid I can’t possibly come, Libby,” 
she began, “I—”

“Can’t come! Of course you can. You 
must! Switch your other engagements. And 
Jo can look after himself. I have to go 
home Wednesday, and I may not be down 
here again in ages. I’m going to look for 
you, sure.”

“Coming, Uncle Henry!” and she was 
racing down the walk to the gray roadster 
waiting at the curb.

Nel turned and slowly re-entered the 
house. “Ought I to go?” she asked herself, as 
she set about straightening the disordered 
living room. “I don’t think Sunday recep­
tions are right, but my not going wouldn’t 
keep them from giving it; and it would be a 
little different to going to one, if I were 
some place where they gave one. And may­
be Bess Carr’s playing would do, just for 
the few services I’d miss. She makes an 
awful mess of it sometimes, but then again 
she does pretty well. Of course, I told Mr. 
Whitson he could depend on me, but just 
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those few services—It wouldn’t be like it 
would if the meeting were just beginning. 
The interest is already aroused, and all— 
I’d love to visit in that old Van Lear place. 
It’s been nearly like a house of dreams to 
me, ever since I first saw’ it. I never 
dreamed I’d one day be asked to visit there. 
And then, being with Libby after all this 
time—”

Busy with her thoughts and her house­
work, the morning slipped by and the hour 
for preparing dinner arrived. As she went 
into the kitchen, Aunt Viny was coming in 
the outside door, a curiously calm, happy 
look on her black face.

"I*s been takin’ a little time out, Miss 
Nel,” she explained. “Hit’s jes ten minutes 
by the clock thar. I knowed you wouldn’t 
mind. I see Mr. Craig come ’round the 
house to see ’bout takin’ the m’asu’ments 
fer yo’ new driveway yo wuz tellin’ me ’bout, 
an’ I says to myself, ‘Viny, this is the chance 
the good Lawd’s give you to talk to that 
man *bout his soul.’ You know I’s been 
wukin’ fer Miss Craig nigh on to five year, 
now, an’ I aint never ketched him at home 
yit. But she’s tole me ’bout him not bein’ 
a Christian, an’ how she grieved over it. 
So I went right out thar an’ said good 
mornin’ to him. He knowed who I wuz. 
Then I says, ‘Mr. Craig, you’s a good man, 
but you lacks one thing.’

“ ‘What’s that, Aunt Viny?’ he says.
“ ‘You needs Jesus,’ I tells him. ‘Yo wife’s 

a Christian, an’ yo two girls is Christians, 
an, you ought ’o be a Christian too.’

“He looks at me cur’ous-like an’ says, ‘I 
know they be, Aunt Viny; an’ I’s proud of 
’em. An’ I knows I ought 'o be.’

“Then I says, ‘They’s all prayin’ fer you, 
Mr. Craig, an’* I is too. I never closes my 
eyes to sleep at night till I asks the Lawd to 
save you.*

“Then I come away. I’d done whut I 
could, an’ he needed to be still an* think.”

Nel looked at the simple, earnest old 
negress with wonder and admiration. Then, 
with a little break in her voice, she asked, 

“Didn’t it take a lot of courage for you to 
go out there and talk to a white man about 
his soul?”

“Ydte’m, Miss Nel; but ’member, the jedg- 
ment day’s cornin’, an’ the Lawd’s goin’ to 
say, ‘Viny, did you use all yo’ chances to 

win souls to Christ? Did you do eve’ything 
you could?’ An’ I wants to say ‘Yes, Lawd.’ ”

That afternoon’s mail carried a note 
from Nel to Elizabeth, expressing regret 
that she could not be away from home for 
the week-end, because she was needed to 
play the organ at the special services in 
progress at her church. As she watched the 
postman go down the walk, a little smile 
curved her lips.

“I wants to say Yes Lawd,” she quoted 
softly.

When she told Jo all about it after supper 
that night, with a deep breath of content­
ment, she said, “I’m as happy over that 
little victory over myself as if I’d done 
something big. Bless Aunt Viny’s old black 
face and white heart!”

The Fear of Storms
By LILLIAN VELIE DUNHAM

Mrs. Craig felt it her duty to help her 
four-year-old son to conquer his fear of 
storms. She had given the matter con­
siderable thought; and when she saw Billy 
anxiously watching the approach of a ter­
rific windstorm, she put aside her work and 
went to him.

“Oh, how the wind blows, mother! I’m 
afraid!” he began, his lips quivering.

Mrs. Craig placed the child on her lap, 
and then pointed to the bending trees. 
“See, Billy, the w’ind is shaking the trees.”

“Maybe it will blow our house down, 
mother,” he cried anxiously. "Aren’t you 
afraid?”

“No, dear, I’m not at all afraid. I know 
God is causing the wind to blow. You know 
God is everywhere; so we don’t need to be 
afraid.”

“But why does he make the wind blow so 
hard?” asked Billy, still shrinking close to 
his mother.

“He needs to'blow the clouds all around 
so that it will rain and make the flowers 
and vegetables grow. You know how you 
love the pretty flowers,—the roses, the 

pansies, the sweet peas, and the nasturtiums. 
Then you like the good vegetables in our 
garden: the corn, the radishes and beets.”

“Yes,” admitted Billy, brightening as he 
looked at the waving branches outside. “But 
won’t the wind spoil the flowers and all 
the garden things?” he asked timidly.

“No, they shove their roots deeper into 
the ground and hold tighter. Then after 
the wind goes away, they are stronger. You 
see, God makes every one of the flowers, 
and he knows just how to take care of 
them.”

“That’s so,” said Billy, quite cheerful 
again. “I’m glad God sends the wind, so 
the rain will come and water the garden and 
grass; aren’t you, mother?”

“Yes, dear—and God knows how to take 
care of you, too. Just as he looks after 
the garden plants and makes them grow 
stronger, he looks after you, my little boy, 
and keeps you safe from harm. So you’ll 
never be afraid of the wind again,—will 
you, Billy,—for it is God who makes the 
wind blow.”

“No, mother, I’ll always remember and 
I won’t be a bit afraid,” answered Billy 
with confidence.

And soon he was playing happily with 
his blocks, no traces of his fear of the storm 
remaining.

Defiance
By EDITH MIRICK

That hoary old fellow—Winter
Is back this way again.

He plucked all night at my tight-strung 
latch

And shook my window pane.

I heard the skeleton branches 
Rattle and crack and click,

As he mauled them about in his glistening 
teeth

As a terrier worries a stick.

He stamped his feet and whistled, 
He snapped his thumbs in glee

And he shbuted down my chimney stack 
Rough challenges to me.

But I shall stir my back log 4
And make my windows stout,

And behind a barricade of books,
I shall sit the winter out.

I shall sit in cozy slippers
Till his raucous voice grow’s dumb

And the glint of the sun on a blue bird’s 
wing

Tells me that spring has come.

Babette
By MAY WYNNE

Rachel Dinford laid aside her morning 
paper with a frown between her Brows. She 
was thoroughly annoyed and upset by the 
coming of Babette. It was true the child 
was her only brother’s daughter, whose 
mother had died three months earlier. Hai 
had written from India pleading with his 
sister to take the five-year-old child whose 
relatives in Brittany could not keep her. 
And—last night Babette had arrived.

“It’s all very well of people to marry and 
have children," murmured Miss Dinford 
sourly, “but any one can look after the 
latter! Easy enough for Hal to write as 
he has, but he knows I disapproved of his 
French wife, and it is a great deal too bad 
to palm off a child like this on me. I shall 
have no peace at all. The first thing is 
to find a school whpre she can remain for 
the holidays too. I shall explain to Hal that 
he is asking impossibilities.”

The door opened and Babette came in. 
No wonder the frown on Miss Rachel’s brow 
deepened. The child was her mother’s own 
daughter, dark-eyed, olive skinned, with 
dark curls framing the delicate little face. 
Pretty? Yes, but not the style Miss Dinford 
admired.

Babette ran forward.
“Bon jour, dood morning,” she piped, 

gay and friendly as a lark, “I’se not sleepy 
this day. I’ll be busy, is it not so? That 
is what Aunt Louise tells me. Busy to help 
de good aunt.”

“You had better go and play in the 
garden,” said Miss Rachel coldly, “and not 
get into michief. I can’t be worried by 
little girls.”

Babette flushed, but hesitated, a finger 
on her lip.

“It is that you have the headache?” she 
hazarded.

Now Miss Rachel did not suffer from 
headache, but I think the sympathy in the 
shrill little voice gave her a conscience prick.

“Yes,” she said, “I am busy too. Run 
away.”

Babette went slowly. There were a hun­
dred questions she wanted to ask, but there 
was no one to answer them. Even Rose 
the servant had told her not to chatter
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Perhaps it was that the kind aunt was 
really ill.

Babette knew all about illness and suffer­
ing days—for had not the little mother been 
ill before God took her to live with him?

And—when the little mother’s pain was 
at its worst she would say the flowers 
Babette brought her made it better.

But, alas! here in this big, big town were 
no flowers . . . not even in the garden where 
all looked cold and dark and sad. Yet— 
the kind aunt should have her flowers— 
even if Babette had to climb her mountain 
of difficulty.

Miss Rachel’s writing did not progress 
well that morning. She was jarred, irri­
tated, finding her thoughts traveling off 
to the inconsiderate conduct of Habin send­
ing that child—a regular little French tor­
ment. Of course there would be no peace.

And one must suppose by peace Miss 
Rachel meant loneliness, since she had con­
trived to quarrel even with the neighbor op­
posite —Mrs Marne.

Of course, it was entirely Lena Marne’s 
fault, but—.

“I’m sorry to trouble you, Miss,” came 
the agitated tones of Rose Biddle’s voice, 
“But that child has been up to her capers 
already, which is only to be expected see­
ing where she comes from; but who’d have 
thought a little thing like that would be 
so daring!”

“What has she been doing?” asked Miss 
Rachel, rapidly deciding in her own mind 
that Babette should be sent off instanter 
to the first school she could hear of.

Rose shook her grey head gloomily.
"I just caught sight of her from the bath 

room window,” she said, “out in the street, 
with never a bit of coat on her, singing 
some heathenish French song, and holding 
out her hand for pennies. Quite a crowd 
there was about her—and Mrs Jennings’ 
big girl a-giggling till Mrs Marne came out 
from her house and took Babette away— 
though where to I didn’t wait to see, being 
that flustered, Miss, and put about; you 
being so well known and respected in the 
street.”

Mists Rachel rose, stiff and thin-lipped 
with vexation.

Babette would be punished severely for 
this haughtiness. As for Lena Marne, no 
doubt she was satisfying her curiosity, and 

also making unfriendly gossip amongst 
neighbors, though—.

Miss Rachel had reached the gate. Up 
the road came Mrs Marne, a smile around 
her lips, while Babette, spying her aunt, 
broke from a new friend to run forward, 
both arms hugging a big, big bouquet of 
violets and yellow daffodils.

“But see,” she cried, in her shrill tones, 
“the friend-lady did show me where to buy 
the flowers. Always when the little Maman 
suffered with her head I did buy her flowers. 
I would sing, or run a message, or do the 
work to first buy the brown sous, so that 
the flowers did cost me. And now you will 
be well when you smell Babette’s violets.”

Lena Marne and Miss Rachel were look­
ing at each other, while Babette, standing 
between, held up her gay bouquet.

A love-gift which had “cost.” The eager, 
loving act of a child, who made so sure of 
sympathy and love before they were offered.

Lena Marne was thinking of the foolish 
quarrel which had parted a long friendship. 
She held out her hand to Miss Rachel, 
resting the other on Babette’s shoulder.

“A little child shall lead them,” she said 
softly. “My dear, Babette is right. Her 
flowers are flowers of healing. You will 
forgive me?”

Miss Rachel forgot that the eyes of the 
street might be upon her—she would not 
have even seen prying glances, for her own 
eyes were tear-filled as she stooped to kiss 
the glowing face of the child.

“I think they are the sweetest violets I 
have ever seen, Babette,” she whispered, 
“And they have cured my headache.”

"But it was around her heart that the cold 
snows of winter were melting.

Spring-tide had come with Babette.

To a Child
By BERNICE POWELL PEABODY

I think sometime a sunbeam
Found lodging in your heart:

For oft I see it in your eyes, 
Across your lips I watch it dart.

And when the lowering skies appear, 
The dull gray days of doubt and fear, 

I pray that sunbeam, bravely bright, 
May turn your darkness into light.
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The Bible and the Child 
By ELDRIDGE B. HATCHER

Awake, fond mother, and open the Bible 
storehouse for your child. The Bible will 
be its favorite book.

I know a mother who would read the 
Bible to her son as he was eating his 
breakfast, just before starting to school. 
He usually ate his breakfast alone and his 
mother would sit at his side reading to him 
from the wondrous Book.

Begin early, mother, your child’s mind 
yearns for stories and you can present a 
large part of the Bible to him in the shape 
of a story. The time may come when he 
will have no ear nor heart for the Bible, but 
in his childhood he will be all alert for 
any Bible reading and explaining that you 
will give him.

John Ruskin tells how the Bible was 
planted deep in his young heart and life by 
his mother. He said, “She established my 
soul in life.” How did it happen that Paul, 
the apostle, could say of a certain young 
preacher, named Timothy, that from a child 
he had known the holy Scriptures. There 
was a mother back in that home—and 
also a grandmother—one named Eunice and 
the other Lois—who had read many a Bible 
story to the lad.

Mr. Moody said, “We might train them 
(our children), that they may be converted 
so early that they can’t tell when they were 
converted.” What surer method can the 
parent attempt for turning the child’s heart 
to Christ than that of leading him early 
through the rich field’s of God’s Word. Ah, 
ye anxious fathers and mothers, there is 
your monumental opportunity. If you would 
have that boy stand like a bulwark against 
the tides of infidelity that will strike him in 
later years, then saturate his childish heart 
with the pictures and teachings of the 
Bible. If you would have that girl become 
a powerful center of Christian influence in 
her future home, and a valiant champion of 
the Bible before all her housetypld, then 
store her childish heart with the treasures 
of the sacred Book.

One of the greatest forces for good in the 
world today is the Salvation Army. The 
mother of the army, Mrs. General Catherine 
Booth, traced her religious enthusiasm back 
to the time when as a child of five she 

would stand at her mother’s side on a foot­
stool and read from the Bible. Before she 
was twelve years old she had read the Bible 
through eight times. All through her lift 
her love for the wondrous Book shone with 
an unfading light and as she was nearing 
the end her final present to each member 
of her family was a copy of the Bible and 
in each copy, she wrote, with much pain of 
body, her own name and also the words, 
“The last token of a mother’s love.”

Ah, mother, you may not be able to deck 
your child in royal attire, nor adorn her 
with gorgeous jewels. You may not be 
able to bequeath to that son vast estates, 
nor swelling fortunes, but you can implant 
in their young souls a love for the imperish­
able Book that will mean more for them 
than all the diamonds of Golconda.

The Little Singer
By FLORENCE JONES HADLEY

Weary and almost discouraged
I sat at the close of the day 

Listlessly watching my baby
In the corner at his play.

The dear little lad was singing, 
And the burden of his song 

Was, “Home, home”—over and over
He had sung it the whole day long.

I called to the happy singer
And folding his hand in mine,

I kissed the blue eyes uplifted, 
The hair with its wave and shine.

Then, “What is home, little laddie?” 
I asked as he leaned on my knee, 

“Why, papa and mamma and baby,”
He smilingly answered me.

Ah, there was my bar of judgment, 
And I felt the quick tears start

As I clasped the little singer
And folded him to my heart.

In the quick, warm kisses showered
On my baby’s sunny hair 

Were folded a glad thanksgiving
And a mother’s penitent prayer.



1927 Home Department Magazine 17
16 Home Department Magazine I Quarter

The Garden that About Us Lies
By JOHN PAUL JONES

The garden was beautiful. There was 
night and there was day in the garden; and 
the night was beautiful and the day was 
beautiful. In that garden beautiful birds 
sang and flitt&d about. Fountains gushed 
in the silvery moonlight and the golden sun­
shine. Little streams trickled down the hill­
sides green with grasses and sprinkled with 
delicate flowers. The garden was beautiful 
and the garden was fair.

The atmosphere was peace. The spirit 
of the garden was rest. Yet, beneath that 
atmosphere of peace and that spirit of 
rest, an unceasing force was apparent.

It was guiding force that made the birds 
to sing and flit about; the fountains to 
burst into spray in the silvery moonlight 
and the golden sunshine; that made the 
streams to run in dancing waves and the 
grasses and flowers to spring fo’rth and 
blossom. \

An unseen force, of course, there was, 
and the Unseen was God. Yes, God it was 
who had prodigally used of his divine force 
to make the garden beautiful in silvery 
moonlight, golden sunshine, birds that sang, 
fountains that sprang forth, streams that 
rippled down the hills and flowers that 
bloomed to fill the air with fragrance.

But the strangest thing about the gar­
den that was beautiful in the silvery moon­
light and in the golden sunshine, was that 
it was untenanted except for a few, who 
often stole in at the gate for a few minutes 
to enjoy the songs of the birds, the foun­
tains, the streams, the flowers and, most of 
all, the atmosphere of peace.

Why were there so few? For many must 
know of the garden of silvery moonlight 
and golden sunshine—this place of God’s 
holy peace and rest.

Just outside of the gate of the garden 
beautiful there were multitudes of souls, 
who passed each day as they went about 
their tasks in the restless world. Some 
there were who never knew the garden was 
there. Some there were who never knew 
what pace and rest were. Others there 
were who knew, as they passed, that there 
lay the garden of peace; but, in their hurry, 
they tried not even the gate. Others there 
were who knew of the garden beyond;

who knew of the silvery moonlight, the gol­
den sunshine, the beautiful birds, die danc­
ing fountains, the streams and the flowers 
that bloomed in fragrance on the hills, and 
they longed that they might have surcease 
from their restless journeyings up and 
down the earth. They even tried the gate, 

y but it opened not, and they turned away 
with a longing in their hearts for the some­
thing of peace and rest—they knew not 
what—that was in the garden beyond.

Others there were who went up, and the 
gates seemed to open of their own accord 
and they entered the garden of silvery 
moonlight and golden sunshine. When they 
returned, all the softness of the moonlight, 
the brightness of the sunshine, the joy of 
the birds, the life of the fountains and 
streams and the sweetness of the flowers 
were reflected in their faces.

, So it was. Some there were who knew, 
but never took time to try the gate. Some 
there were who longed to enter; but sought 
in vain; and some few there were who 
sought and found the rest and peace of 
God’s garden of the silvery moonlight and 
the golden sunlight.

The garden of silvery moonlight and gol­
den sunshine is about you every day. “The 
kingdom of heaven is within you.” To the 
Christian, the everyday life should be sub­
ordinate to the life in the garden—the life 
that is made beautiful by direct contact 
with the forces of God.

Some there were who went into the gar­
den. But how?

Listen! This was the “open sesame” to 
the garden: just this—PRAYER!

If you do not believe that the garden is 
a reality; if you do not understand what it 
is to “be in the world, but not of it,” just 
ask of him tonight, whose garden is in 
all its beauty, in all humbleness and sin­
cerity, to keep you enwrapped in his at­
mosphere tomorrow—keep you so close to 
him that your daily tasks will be but sub­
ordinate to your efforts to take in and ab­
sorb strength from the divine forces that 
are about you in the beautiful and the pure.

Then will the things of Christ be primary 
and the things of worldly life secondary,

and you shall live in the garden of .livery 
moonlight and golden sunshine.

Though sadness and discouragement may 
creep into the garden, yet the moonlight 
will be but the softer, the flowers will smell 
but the sweeter, the songs of the birds will 
be but the deeper, and the soft winds that 
blow through those valleys of peace will 
wmsper comfort to your sighing soul.

It is my wish that, in the days to come, 
your soul may bask in the sunshine, dream 
in the moonlight, hear the tinkling waters 
and inhale the flowery fragrance of the 
Garden That About Us Lies.

What Are You Broad­
casting?

By VINCr PRESTON LOOPS . ,

The man or woman who owns a radio 
finds it a very fascinating plaything, and 
possibly some of its fascination lies in its 
uncertainty. Perhaps there is too much 
static, or the owner of a neghboring home­
lighting plant is charging and the sound 
interferes.

But even if everything works well and 
the distant concerts come in clear and 
strong, there is still uncertainty, for with 
one slight turn of the switch one hears the 
almost ribald popular jazz, and with an­
other turn, lo, there comes the wonderful 
melody and harmonious voices of some far- 
distant choir singing one of the sublime old 
hymns of the Christian church.

So the uncertainty is ever present, and 
the radio enthusiast sits down night after 
night not knowing what he is to receive.

It is interesting to learn from the expe­
rience of a man who visits many homes 
demonstrating radio outfits that even peo­
ple of little education and culture are quick 
to recognize that there is a vast difference 
between poor and good music. No matter 
how unlettered or without advantages a per­
son may be, he almost invariablMexclaims 
with appreciation when some iTally fine 
music comes in.

anc*®nt Japanese philosopher tells us 
that each individual carries about with him 
an influence of some kind, a sort of “aura” 
either good or harmful, to which every per­
son he meets is more or less susceptible.

If this be true—and we must admit at least 
a certain proportion of truth in the state­
ment-then we must realize the vast re­
sponsibility which this puts upon us. When 
we meet a friend or stranger, just what 
effect is our meeting going to have upon 
him?,, Will it be good or evil? Will it be 
jazz or an inspiring harmony which will 

uplift the hearer?
The broadcasting studio can choose what 

sha 1 be sent forth to the waiting thousands 
of listeners; just so can we choose what 
kind of influence shall go forth from us. 
There are persons with whom one does not 
like to associate because there is an instinct­
ive recognition of a degrading influence 
emanating from that one. There are others 
with whom one does not even need to speak - 

a look is sufficient—to make one feel the 
spiritual power and help which radiates 
from that one’s every word and act.

Of one thing we may be sure, and that 
is that everyone we meet will recognize the 
kind of influence we are sending forth. 
Even the so-called innocent bystander must 
bear his share of responsibility, as we need a 
not outspokenly take the part of the wrong­
doer in order to show ourselves on his side, 
for silence in the presence of wrongdoing 
or evil-speaking is only slightly less crim­
inal than active participation. We may be 
sure those “also present” will recognize 
quickly and accurately our attitude just 
as the uncultured listener at the radio rec­
ognizes the difference between cheap and 
good music.

I once heard two women talking. The 
first one said she did not care to attend the 
meetings of a certain woman’s club as there 
was always so much gossip and slanderous 
conversation. "Ah," quickly replied the 
other woman, "they respect you and do not 
indulge in it half as much when you are 
there. You don’t know what it’s like when 
you are not there.” Surely a powerful 
comment on the unconscious influence of 
that first speaker!

We may not possess a powerful person­
ality and so our influence may not reach as 
far as that of some great leader, but how­
ever far it does reach, we are responsible 
for the kind of influence we are sending 
forth. We may very rightly consider our­
selves ns broadcasting stations and thought­
fully ask ourselves the question: “Just 
what am I broadcasting?”
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My Garden Dreams
By A. T. F.

My garden softly sleeps beneath the snow, 
Like sturdy, rosy child that’s wearied out 
With play, from dawn to dusk, and laugh 

and shout,
It dreams, while north winds pipe, and this 

I know.
My garden rests ’neath leafy covering
And starry flakes that came a-floating down 
To hide the barren earth so chill and brown, 
The kindly sky did will so good a thing.
My garden waits, its spaces sadly strewn 
With what were once young buds and blos­

soms gay,
And slumbering, recalls some sun-filled day.
It dreams, my garden dreams of joy and 

June.

Gifts
By HILDA RICHMOND

A young woman was embroidering a little 
design on a flimsy bit of material, doing the 
work carelessly and hastily. As she was 
capable of doing beautiful work, a relative 
remonstrated with her about wasting time 
on such an article, when it manifestly 
would not last long. The girl laughed 
and said that so frequently she was called 
upon for contributions to charitable work, or 
showers for people she did not care particu­
larly about, so she managed to have on hand 
to give away some cheap little articles, and 
this was one of them. The piece looked as 
if one or two washings would be the end of 
it, though the design was showy, and surely 
no one would get more than a brief period 
of pleasure or profit out of the gift.

How much the inner nature, the secret 
places of the heart, as we fondly imagine, 
stand forth revealed clearly in our gifts! 
A stingy woman once conceived the brilliant 
idea, as she thought, of buying a beautiful 
but defective vase and sending it by mail 
to a friend who was in the habit of sending 
her beautiful gifts. The packing about the 
vase was not sufficient to protect it and 
whep delivered it was in many pieces. Of 

course the friend made the best of the acci­
dent and even kept the loss a secret, thank­
ing the stingy woman evasively for her 
kind thought in remembering her. The 
plan worked so well that the stingy, woman 
tried it again, and on other friendl. Then 
someone in trying to mend the shattered 
vase discovered that several bits were miss­
ing and the secret was out. The woman 
had saved some money, and had gotten 
credit for being generous, but she lost her 
friends.

A rich woman who was providing the 
funds for a welfare worker always tested 
prospective candidates by their methods of 
handing out her bounty to the poor. It was 
all very well, she said, to watch the workers 
graciously and generously disposing of gifts 
to the rich and well-to-do, but the test came 
when they prepared charity packages. One 
person daintily and carefully wrapped the 
gift -of food in waxed paper and made the 
Christmas basket look as festive as possi­
ble, while another would thrust the brown 
paper parcels into an old carton and get rid 
of the task as soon as possible. One remem­
bered the bit of holly, the spicey, evergreen 
branch and the polished red apple, while the 
other felt that the extra work to make 
things for paupers look well was so much 
wasted time and effort. A young man pro­
viding a gift of candy for an elderly lady 
in a charitable institution bought the gay­
est, most ornate box his purse would afford 
in spite of the jests of his friends, because 
he knew that box meant more than the 
candy to the lonely old lady and would be 
cherished to hold small keepsakes long after 
the candy was gone.

Two little boys were having an argument 
as to which of the fruit to give away and 
which to keep for themselves. One was sure 
the poorest apples were good enough for 
gifts, but the other was sure the best must 
be given. “My mamma says that God gives 
us his best and we must give our best,” 
said the sturdy youngster, setting aside the 
brightest and reddest apple, though he 
longed to set his white teeth in its juicy 
surface. “She says that giving is the thing 
that tells on us, and she knows.”

Yes, certainly giving tells on us for 
good or ill, and what is more, giving makes 
or mars character. Habitually giving noth­
ing or only the mean, poor things of life will

shrivel and blight the soul. “Give and it 
shall be given unto you!” is the divine com­
mand. The beautiful, the worth-while, the 
useful and the enjoyable are returning day 
by day to those who are generous and open 
handed, while nothing but mean, contempti­
ble, worthless gifts are handed to the stingy 
and selfish. “Everybody tries to take ad­
vantage of me and cheat me,” cried the 
miser, but he is only getting back what he 
has given all his life to the world.

Long ago a woman spent her money for 
a box of precious ointment for the anoint­
ing of the best Gift God ever gave the world, 
and to this day her rare insight and un­
selfish love are told wherever the Gospel 
is preached. Other people had the same 
opportunity as Mary, but they were selfish 
and short-sighted and stupid. There are 
men and women in the world today who are 
giving until the stupid and stingy are cry­
ing out that they are robbing themselves, 
but God sees t^e purpose of the heart. In 
gratitude to him for his gift in the per­
son of Jesus Christ to redeem mankind they 
desire to lay all possible on the altar in 
love and humility. And then there are 
others who profess to be Christians who 
give as little as possible and that of the 
poorest quality. Which shall it be, the 
best or the poorest? Upon the answer de­
pends not only worldly success and happi­
ness, but life everlasting or eternal woe. 
“He that saveth his life shall lose it, but 
he that loseth his life shall keep it unto 
life eternal.”

The Little Tasks
By DOROTHY L. KINNEY

The little tasks we have to do 
About the house day after day, 

They hide the big things from our view
The little tasks. A

Though wearisome in many a way 
Not too much care should be their due, 

for they are but the price we pay
For home; though many they, or few

At morning this I daily pray, 
Lord, give me patience till I’m through

The little tasks.

Winning a Station 
Agent

By J. W. ATTEBERRY

A number of years ago The BaptM 
teacher gave a Home Department field 
worker s experience in one of the eastern 
states that is worth repeating.

While waiting for the train the worker 
was introduced to the station agent. He 
said, I heard you speak last night I 
used to attend Sunday school. I had a 
Christian mother who made me read the 
Bible every Sunday afternoon. I have not 
attended church many times in the last 
thirty years, but I do a lot of thinking."

Going over to his desk he took down a 
pmce of paper that was pinned to the 
wall, it was somewhat yellow from age, 
but on it were these words: "We do our 
york as well as we can live from day to 
day and try to be kind.”

Handing the slip of paper to her with 
an inquiring look on his face he said,- 

1 guess that is about all there is of life”
The worker took the piece of paper and 

turning it over wrote on the other side: 
And trust in the Lord Jesus Christ” 

Handing the paper back to him she said, 
When you have time turn the paper over 

and read what is on the other side. Your 
motto is good as far as it goes, but it 
does not go far enough.”

He went to look after some work, but 
when she returned he said, “I want to 
shake your hand for what you wrote on 
the back of the paper. If there were 
more people like you the world would be 
^tter. I said I do a lot of thinking, and 
I do, but I may as well tell you I am not 
satisfied.”

She asked him if he had some time on 
Sunday to study the lesson. He said he 
could study between trains. He was glad 
to enroll in the Home Department, and the 
Christian people of the town were pleased 
to see one who had been neglectful of the 
better things of life becoming interested 
because of the work done by the Home 
Department of the Sunday school.

Go and find someone who is not satisfied 
with his or her life, win them to Christ and 
the church by the influence of the Home 
Department
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For a Greater Home Department
By EDGAR L. VINCENT

The Home Department movement has 
proven to be one of the most helpful agen­
cies we have in connection with Sunday- 
school work. Wonderful stories are told 
of the good which is being wrought through 
its heart-to-heart ministrations; and yet, 
it might be made still more effective in 
sweetening the home life of many who 
would otherwise be sad and lonely and deep­
ening the spiritual life of many, not only 
inside but outside of the present confines 
of the organization.

Here is a neighborhood in which three or 
four people are members of the Home De­
partment. The visitor makes her regular 
rounds with the quarterlies, so that each of 
the members may have her quiet hours with 
the Word. This is comforting. The mes­
sages from the world outside as brought 
by the visitor remain in memory, affording 
much comfort. And yet, there is after all 
a sense of loneliness on the part of the in­
dividual home Bible student.

Now, why might not these three or four 
Home Department members have their lit­
tle circle about which they might gather 
and collectively read the words assigned for 
study from week to week and think and 
talk of their little problems and tell how 
they have solved them? Wider still might 
the little group extend its bounds, so that 
on certain days half-a-dozen or more might 
hold their meetings together.

To add to the interest and bring still 
more of cheer, the visitor might time her 
rounds for the distribution of quarterlies 
so that she might be with these ladies of 
the Home Department Round Table. How 
pleasant and profitable such a gathering 
might be we need not stop now to discuss. 
The opportunity for brightening the days 
of those who are for one reason and an­
other shut away from the public ministry 
of church and Sunday school would be 
quite unlimited.

Still further to gladden the hearts of 
those who have thus organized themselves 
into a Home Department Round Table, 
when she meets the ladies on these special 
days, she might take with her a few young 
ladies who are looking for places in which 

to serve. With songs and short readings 
and recitations, these helpers might put 
Joy into the hearts of those who listen that 
might not otherwise be experienced. Then, 
too, as a climax to this part of the service, 
all might sing some of the old hymns and 
songs of the church. Hours like this would 
surely prove high spots in the life of all.

But the good done would not end here. 
Seed sowed will grow, and sometimes in 
the most unlikely places. Not long would 
our little company of the Round Table have 
to make their journey afoot and alone. 
Somebody would know when the meetings 
were to be held and drive round with his 
car to give the ladies a ride. Others would 
be glad to serve something in the way of 
refreshment.

Nor would it be long before new faces 
would sit at the Round Table. More quar­
terlies would find their way into the homes 
of the neighborhood, and the circle of the 
Word grow wider and wider. The day of 
the greater Home Department would thus 
be brought in.

• Rainy Nights
By CRISTEL HASTINGS

Long, winter nights—they are so full 
Of warmth and cheer, and things

I always put off doing until 
Summer has flown on wings!

I look ahead to rainy days, 
For rain is like a song—

It’s Nature’s music as it beats
My roof the whole night long.

You see, I save for rainy nights
The book I long to read,

My bits of sewing, soft and gay, 
With here and there a bead

To catch the glint from blazing logs 
That crackle, warm and bright

Before me—so why should I dread 
A cozy, rainy night?

DAILY READINGS
December 27 to January 2

Monday, December 27
Read Mark 1: 16-20—FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 

"And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, 
and 1 will make you to become fishers of men.”

Simon and Andrew, at the time they 
were bidden to follow Jesus, were engaged 
in making a living as fishermen on the Sea 
of Galilee. Fishing was their industry, 
their business primarily in their own tem­
poral interests. It was their livelihood, in 
which there were fickle fortunes; but in 
the prosecution of which they were neces­
sarily free from temptations to insincerity 
and dissimulation. It was an honorable, 
though not a very lucrative, business. It 
did not interfere with the growth of the 
meditative side of life. And the disciples 
were busy about it when Jesus called them. 
Thereafter their profession or business was 
essentially in the interests of others rather 
than themselves. They could honestly 
serve themselves fishing until Jesus bade 
them follow him. Then they could no 
longer be justified in catching fish, since 
the divine call laid upon them the more 
important pursuit of catching men. But 
as his followers, their service to their fel- 
lowmen 'would be in Christ’s name and 
for his glory. Any public service which 
is not performed in obedience to the will 
and word of Jesus Christ may be philan­
thropic but it can not be religious. In fol­
lowing Jesus, people will recognize their 
higher duty to mankind, and place the spir­
itual interests of others above their own 
material concerns or affairs.

May we devoutly and promptly attend 
upon the gracious inCitation of Ahrist to 
accompany him in his labor for lost souls.

Tuesday, December 28
Read Acts 9: 1-9—DISCIPLESHIP ACCEPTED 

And Saul arose from the earth; and when ha 
opened his ayes, ha saw nothing.”

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus was 
singular in its manner and aspects. It was

attended by supernatural phenomena which 
were designed to prepare him for his sub­
sequent labors rather than to feature his 
transformation. The visible appearance of 
Jesus qualified him for apostleship accord­
ing to the requirement that an apostle had 
to be one who had seen the Lord. He suf­
fered an abrupt reaction from the blind 
fanaticism with which he had persecuted 
Christ’s people, the extent of which was 
revealed to him in the face of Christ su- 
pernaturally shown to him, and to him 
alone of all the men who were with him 
at the time. His physical senses felt the 
sudden jerk of a violent reversal. He was 
going in opposition to Christ at high speed, 
and when he was suddenly stopped, he was 
mentally as well as physically catapulted 
to the ground. As long as his eyes were 
shut, he saw Jesus; his spiritual vision was 
active while his natural sight was sus­
pended. Bu*t when he opened his eyes, he 
saw nothing. He had open eyes but a closed 
vision. His eyes were still undergoing the 
experience, along with his nature, of being 
turned outside in, downside up. A mighty 
change was taking place. A thorough 
transposition was in process. When oppo­
sition to Christ has been reversed, an ac­
ceptance of him occurs. It means a trans­
formation of the will through a regenera­
tion of the heart. The religion of Christ 
is then a revelation rather than a policy.

May we give place to the voice and power 
of^ Christ in our hearts, and may our own 
vision be blotted out by the sight of his 
glorified face.

Wednesday, December 29
Read Matthew 19: 16-26—DISCIPLESHIP 

. Refused
But when the young man heard the sayinr. he 

went away sorrowful} for he wai one that 'had 
great possession*.

Jesus loved the young ruler who came 
to him sincerely asking what he should do 
in order to be saved. He had a moral 
sense which had been quickened into a real 
enquiry; and had brought on an issue and 
a crisis in his life. Jesus knew his heart
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and wherein his difficulty lay. His trouble 
was his love of his possessions, his wealth. 
The issue between any soul and God is at 
the point of one’s greatest personal inter­
ests or attachment. Abraham loved Isaac 
best of all things, and, in the sacrifice of 
Isaac, his own relations to God had to be 
defined by his attitude toward the object 
of his greatest natural affection in con­
trast with his faith and obedience to God. 
Discipleship involves the surrender of one’s 
private interests for the sake of Christ’s 
cause. No one is required to enter upon 
it. It must be free and voluntary. Christ 
states the conditions upon which men may 
follow him, and they accept or reject as 
they chose. Still people are not saved 
by the exercise of their own volitions; but 
their choice throws the balance, and gives 
Christ the right of way as Saviour. It is 
for him and to him, that we give up our 
heart’s treasures and affections. The re­
versal required in the heart of this young 
man was exactly the same as that which 
was actually accomplished in the case of 
Saul of Tarsus. But he went away sor­
rowing, as one who had deep concern for 
his soul, but which was not deep enough to 
enable him to merge all other interests 
into those of his spiritual nature.

May we be willing to surrender our 
earthly possession for Christ in order that 
we may win him and inherit everlasting 
life.

Thursday, December 30
Read John 15: 1-10—THE VINE AND THE 

BRANCHES
"I am the vine, ye are the branches."

There can be no closer relationship than 
that of the vine and its branches. They 
are but different sections of the same living 
organism. Christ, under this figure, states 
the intimacy and eternity of the tie which 
binds him to his disciples, and them to 
him. It is that of a mutual indwelling; they 
in him and he in them. He is more than 
a presence with them, because he is a pres­
ence in them. His relations to them can 
not be broken nor interrupted, since it is 
his life that is in them and that life is a 
spiritual one which is not subject to the 
laws that make and break temporal ties. 
As branches of Christ, Christians should be 
fruitful in good works and abundant in 
Christian graces. Only in that way do

they fulfil the purposes of their union with 
him and glorify him as their life giver; just 
as the fruit of the branches is to the honor 
of the vine. But there are some Christians 
who are barren, because they have allowed 
worldly interests to interfere with the flow 
of Christ’s life in their hearts. He is glori­
fied when Christians are prolific and abund­
ant in good fruits. He is not honored when 
they bear him inferior products, or even 
when they bear good fruits sparsely. Christ 
is glorified in the best and the most that his 
people do for him under the inspiration of 
his presence and the flow of his life in their 
hearts. Productiveness is the test of re­
lationship to Christ, and it is that also 
which the Father accomplishes when his 
pruning knife leaves us but a bleeding 
remnant of what we once were. Not our 
resources but his, make us fruitful for his 
glory.

May we be comforted by Christ's own 
assurances that he will never leave us, for 
he dwells in us by his blessed Spirit.

Friday, December 31
Read Matthew 10: 34-42—SUPREME LOVE 

FOR CHRIST
"And he that doth not take hl. cross and follow 

after me, is not worthy of me.”
What is a cross? It is that which crosses 

you, that which goes against your natural 
inclinations or stands in the way of your 
comfort or ambition, and which therefore 
involves the sacrifice of your own personal 
ease or desire. But it is for Christ that 
the surrender is to be made. He was nailed 
to his erose. Yours is nailed to you. It 
is something which you must take up and 
carry. It may be some hardship to be en­
dured for his sake. Discipleship is a spec­
ial service and is taken up in response to 
a special call from Christ. Not all be­
lievers are called to discipleship. But some 
are chosen to leave all and follow Jesus. 
They are subject to .grievous misunder­
standings at the hands of loved ones, family 
and friends to whom the special call has 
not come, and who can not appreciate the 
convictions of duty under which they make 
the surrender of themselves. But those 
only are worthy of Christ and are fit for 
his fellowship who take up their cross and 
follow him. He burdened himself for the 
sake of others. He bore our sorrows and 
carried our griefs. Any spirit of man 
which is congenial with his must be self-

denying and sacrificial. To any other, his 
presence would be an irritation. To the 
follower of Jesus Christ in a special mis­
sion, there can be no going with the popular 
currents. There will be contrary winds to 
face, and adverse tides to stem. Whatever 
difficulty may be involved in a loyal follow­
ing of Christ must be borne by those who 
are worthy of his fellowship.

May we yo with Christ wherever he 
went, and follow him wherever he leads, 
into self-denial, obscurity, infamy, death; 
if he so directs.

Saturday, January 1
Read Matthew 19 : 23-30—DISCIPLESHIP 

REWARDED
"Every one that hath left houses, or brethren, 

or sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or 
i.r i ,’ake’ •hB,, rece,ve * hundred fold;

•nd shall inherit eternal life."

In the days of our Lord, discipleship had 
its social and physical costs. It does today 
also. Let no one think that even in a 
Christian land, they fare comfortably who 
follow Christ closely. There are abundant 
sympathies shown them, and they are a 
goodly number within themselves, but the 
sacrifices which are made by the disciples 
of Christ who make him supreme in their 
lives were never greater than now. For his 
sake, some forfeit the dearest natural re­
lationships they have. And yet they must 
be true to the higher call, and faithful in 
the discharge of their higher duty. As 
painful as their losses are, they do not 
count them as worthy of mention, compared 
with the appealing voice and example of 
Christ, their leader and commander. Their 
rewards are abundant, and will grow 
through the unfolding years until the 
burst of everlasting day shall reveal the 
full extent of their blessedness. They now 
have the inward satisfaction of having 
followed their convictions of duty to Christ 
at great personal cost to themselves; and 
they rejoice that they are counted worthy 
to suffer for him. Having borne their bur­
dens, they have joy in themselves and not 
in another. Theirs is the blessed Conscious­
ness of having made a worthy sacrifice for 
Christ, on the altar of love, which has re­
vealed to them the fact of Christ’s larger 
power in their hearts and lives. But they 
will not lose in respect of those things 
which they gave up for him, but shall gain 
a hundred fold. When disciples have been

called upon to give up homes, farms, lands, 
sisters, father, mother, wife or children for 
Christ, they have the promise that in the 
sacrifice of them, they will win them to 
Christ and thus they receive a hundred 
fold. But the greatest and surest reward 
is that of eternal life. It is the vision of 
the future which fills the eyes of the servant 
who follows Christ in losses and crosses. 
It was he who, for the joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross and despised 
the shame. The supreme concern of this 
life is the life everlasting, and those who 
relinquish present • comforts for ■ future 
blessedness are assured that their labors 
and sorrows will not be in vain in the Lord.

May we gladly yield every personal in­
terest and attachment to the will of Christ 
m whose presence there is joy forever- 
more,

Sunday, January 2
Read Philippian* 2: 5-11—-CHRIST BECOMING 

A SERVANT
"Wherefore God also highly exalted him, and 

Mme.”Un ° h m th* nVn' that 11 above everY

Christ’s station among men was lowly, 
his work was that of a servant, and his’ 
mission was that of a divine Saviour. He 
could not draw men to him by assuming 
a position as their superior but as their 
underling. This idea of the Messiah gave 
serious offense to certain people of Christ’s 
day, and it is also offensive to many re­
ligious pretenders today. But it was only 
by the travail of his soul that he should 
see his seed and be satisfied. His self­
surrender, made for the salvation of man­
kind, has become the supreme tenet of 
Christianity and the sublimest thought of 
the world. Jesus humbled himself. His 
humiliation was self-imposed. It was en­
dured in order that he might accomplish 
the work of redeeming the world. It was 
an immense task, and an eminently worthy 
one. He did not give himself up for a 
trivial cause. In his humiliation and 
service, therefore, he achieves distinction at 
the hands of God the Father. He does not 
reward himself, but is glorified by the 
Father before the people for whom his 
sacrifices were made.

May God give us the spirit of Jesus 
whose every thought was not of himself 
but of helping and saving others.
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Lesson 1—January 2

The Christian a Fol­
lower of Jesus

Read Mark 1: 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2: 6 
Devotional Reading—Philippians 2: 5-11 
Golden Text—He saith unto him, Follow

•me. And he arose and followed him. 
Mark 2: 14.

♦ *•>
At the time Jesus called him. Matthew, here called 

Xevi the son of Alphreua," was a publican or tax- 
Satherer and probably a collector of tolls and custom 

uties at the Sea of Galilee. He became the author 
of the Gospel which bears his name. He was at his 
post of business when Jesus, passing by, called him 
to become his follower. He immediately responded, 
and made a feast for Jesus in his own house as evi­
dence of the sincerity of the welcome with which both 
the Master and his call had been received.

Lesson Text
I. Men Walking with Jesus (Mark 1).

1« Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into 
the sea: for they were fishers.

17 And Jesus said unto them. Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men.

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and 
followed him.

IB And when he had gone a little farther thence, 
he aaw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the ship mending their 
nets.

20 And straightway he called them: and they left 
their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired ser- 
vantb, and went after him.
II. Jesus Walking Among Men (Mark 2).

18 And he went forth again by the sea side: and 
all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught 
them.

14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son ut 
Alphwus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said 
unto him. Follow me. And he arose and followed him.

15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat 
in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also 
together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were 
many, and they followed him.

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him 
*•' . .th Pub,ic®nB *nd dinners, they said unto his 
dlMWk-s. How Is it that ho oatsth anti dnnketh with 
publicans and sinners?

!7 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them. They
*r* whole, no need of the physician, but 

they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.
HI. W.lkin, ,, J,.u, Walked (1 John 2>.

6 He that saith he ahideth in him ought hiraaalf 
alto bo to walk, even as he walked.

Lesson Comment
1. Men Walking With Jesus. From the 

humbler to the higher walks of life, Simon

and Andrew, were promoted by Christ 
when he called them from their nets by 
the sea of Galilee to become fishers of men 
Their business was to follow him; and in 
doing so, they would enter upon the su­
preme task of life and achieve the highest 
possible usefulness. To follow him, they 
accepted his invitation to do so. It was 
not a command but a summons. They 
were not coerced except as the call of 
Christ had an irresistible power, and their 
own hearts felt an uncontrollable impulse 
to yield. To follow Christ is to leave off 
following whatever else we may have pur­
sued that does not lie along his pathway 
and in which we can not continue in 
company with him.

2. Jesus Walking Among Men. At the 
time Matthew, the publican, was called to 
become his disciple, Jesus manifested his 
interest in all people without any regard 
whatever for such social differences as ex­
isted among them. Matthew himself was 
a publican, and as such was not in high 
social standing among the religious leaders 
of the community. Jesus offended the 
critics when he chose him to become one of 
his disciples, and to be intimately associa­
ted with him in his labors. But when 
Matthew made a feast at his house in honor 
of Jesus, to which many of the so-called 
publicans and sinners” were invited, the 

wnbes and Pharisees expressed to his dis­
ciples their disapproval of his presence in 
such a company. But he walked among 
men in order to win them.

3k Walking as Jesus Walked. Christian 
people ought to conduct themselves in a 
way which befits their profession of Christ, 
and to go where he went and do as he did. 
The Gospel must be carried by messengers 
appointed by Christ to proclaim it to those 
who are in need of it; who will make com­
mon cause with them; who, in a world of 
sin, will maintain a pure life, a beneficent 
and holy purpose to walk in the ways of 
men for the sake of men and not for the 
sake of their ways. There is none so 
low in the scale of reputation but that 
the follower of Christ should go down to 
him, not with him, in order to make such 
a point of contact as will give hope to the 
despairing and life to the lost.

• —----—............. . .............. —- - - .....

DAILY READINGS
January 3 to January 9

< '■ ” " - ■ ■ H ______________ ___ ,

Monday, January 3
Read Luke 6: 27-38—LOVE AND FORGIVENESS 

FOR ENEMIES
“Love your tnemi'i, do good to thorn that hat* 

you, bless them that curse you, pray for them that 
despitefully use you.”

It is supposed that the faithful disciples 
of Christ will have enemies whose hatred 
of them is not personal but professional. 
Whether it is right or wrong to incur the 
animosity of people depends on who and 
what they are. But we can have enemies 
without being an enemy. In every case it 
would be wrong to have a spiteful spirit. 
The Christly life is the exact reverse of 
that which is natural to man. Conversion 
is an inversion. It is being right side up, 
which describes the opposite of the natural 
state of the soul which is up-side down. 
Therefore the Christian can, and should, 
love his enemies, a thing of which an un­
regenerate heart is incapable. Love and 
forgiveness for enemies are possible only 
with those who are conscious that God 
freely forgives them their sins against him, 
and who have come to view transgression, 
even against themselves, in the light in 
which God sees it. In this world of con­
stant strife and irritation, the alternatives 
are: love or resentment. Which shall the 
Christian accept? Love is the principle of 
the new life in Christ, and those who are 
in him will be governed by it. Where love 
is, forgiveness is easily exercised.

May wc have such compassion toward 
our enemies as Jesus had toward us when 
we were foes to him.

Tuesday, January 4
Read 1 John 3: 13-24—LOVE AND THE 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD
'Hereby know w« love, because he laid down 

his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren.”

Until Jesus came into the world, love in 
its highest form, was unknown among men. 
Till Jesus Christ, Son of God, wbA had all 
power in heaven and on earth, voluntarily 
laid down his life for a sinful and un­
worthy human race, love had not been fully 
revealed. Christ’s self-sacrifice, wholly in 
a spirit of love, was the supreme exhibition 
of devotion and compassion. One may give 
his life freely for a worthy cause when it

is taken from him by those who assail the 
objects or interests which he holds dearer 
than his own life; but no patriot or martyr 
has ever yet laid down his life when he 
could have saved it without the sacrifice 
of principle or honor. But Jesus allowed 
his life to be taken from him when he 
could have rescued it from the clutches of 
his assailants, and that without the loss of 
his own integrity or glory. But then man­
kind would have been left destitute and 
hopeless. He laid down his life for us, 
and not for his own sake. Therefore the 
love which Christians have for one another 
is the deepest and purest sort of affection. 
It is comprehended in their love of Christ.

May we live for each other as Christians, 
and day by day, give our lives in service 
to one another in those interests which we 
have all received from Christ.

Wednesday, January 5
Read 1 Corinthians 9: 19-23—UNSELFISHNESS 
... . , , IN SERVICE
And I do all things for the Gospel’s sake, that 

I may be a joint partaker thereof."
Paul had a passionate desire to witness 

for Jesus Christ among all classes and 
kinds of people. He willingly made what­
ever changes in his methods of approach 
which would promise to give him an ef­
fectual point of contact with various sorts 
of folk. He did not scruple to vary his 
methods in order to make expedients of 
them. To the Jew, he was a Jew, though 
he was more than a Jew. To those who 
were under law, he himself was as under 
the law, though he was not bound by it 
or limited to it. He could lay aside 
his personal bias, custom or prejudice 
wherever the sacrifice of them might prove 
an .advantage to him in winning men to 
Christ. He surrendered no principle of 
truth or conviction of duty. In his loyalty 
to Jesus, he never had any occasion to do 
either. But for the sake of the Gospel, 
he frequently had need to adapt his methods 
and shift his habits so as to bring him, as 
its messenger, into touch with people of 
varying modes of life and different religious 
notions. His witness to the Gospel was that 
of a joint partaker thereof with all to 
whom he could make opportunity to pro­
claim it. He was his own audience, no 
matter who or how many his hearers were; 
and in preaching to others, he heard him­
self preach and entered with them into the
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blessings and benefits of the Gospel. And 
the more people of every sort he could 
preach it to, the more pf it he himself 
would receive.

May we gladly sacrifice our own personal 
conveniences for the sake of any advan­
tage which may thereby come to us as 
messengers and followers of Jesus Christ.

Thursday, January 6
Read Romans 14: 16 to 15: 3—LOVE AND 

SELF DENIAL
“Now we that are strong ought to bear the in­

firmities of the weak.”

It is the duty of Christians to help one 
another in every way possible but espec­
ially in the problems and burdens of the 
Christian life. Those who are weak should 
receive special consideration at the hands 
of those who are strong. Let not anyone 
boast of being better than another, nor 
parade his own virtue or needlessly exposs 
the faults or misfortunes of another. Let 
no one prod the feeble brother, nor act 
toward him in a censorious spirit; but let 
him be the object of compassionate and 
loving treatment. To bear the infirmities 
of the weak is to be forbearing toward him, 
patient with him in his slips, encouraging 
him to rise up and try again, helping him 
to bear and brace up, giving him a new 
interest and a greater courage for his load. 
There is no endorsement of weakness in 
an honest and loving effort to aid the weak. 
The strong grow stronger for it, and the 
feeble are frequently strengthened by it 
to take up their burdens and carry them 
patiently and successfully. Frailties often 
seem inexcusable and without any reason 
whatever; and Christians who are innocent 
of them have to exercise a great deal of 
forbearance and charity to render help 
where it seems to them there should have 
been no demand for it. But wherever there 
is Christian love there is the desire to be 
charitable and helpful, giving one’s own 
strength to aid the weak, sharing one’s 
reputation with those who are being dis­
carded or spurned for their frailties and 
faults.

May God grant us the grace of Christian 
charity toward one another in our blunders 
and errors, slips and falls; and help us to 
realize that he who may be strong in one 
respect may himself be weak in another.

Friday, January 7
Read 1 Corinthians 13—THE PRE-EMINENCE 

OF LOVE
“Now abidsth faith, hope, love, these threes and 

the greatest of these is love.”
Paul here mentions the three abiding or 

permanent virtues. They are all imperish­
able. Time can not efface them, but with 
the improvement of the human family they 
will grow brighter and larger in the esteem 
and admiration of mankind. They are 
possessed by everybody in some degree. 
Even a professed infidel exercises faith of 
a sort every time he plants a seed in the 
ground. Even the outcast hopes for a bet­
ter day. And there is not a soul that does 
not have a love for something or somebody. 
These are universal traits. But as graces, 
they belong to Christians only. And as 
such, love is the greatest of the three: 
though it be not more abiding than the 
others. Why is it greatest? Because it 
goes down deeper into the nature of man, 
and takes possession of every other phase 
of human life. It reaches out farther in 
the direction of other people. It will make 
ventures where faith and hope would hesi­
tate or stand back. It is nearest related 
to the character of God whose essential 
nature is love.

May we embody that love which is the 
highest of all virtues and which makes us 
likest to the character of God.

Saturday, January 8
Read Luke 23: 32-43—CHRIST PRACTICING 

HIS TEACHING
“And Jesus said. Father, forgive them; for they 

know not what they do.”
During his ministry among men, Jesus 

had taught his disciples to love their ene­
mies and to bless those who cursed them. 
When he was hanging on the cross, he 
prayed for those who nailed him there. It 
was a perfect demonstration of what he 
had taught. He manifested the spirit 
which he had all the time, and of which 
he spoke when he taught love and forgive­
ness for enemies. As he begged the Father 
to pardon them, he himself exercised a for­
giving spirit toward them. Whether they 
were forgiven depended entirely on their 
penitence and contrition, but he bore them 
no malice but a forgiving spirit instead. 
How charitable a forgiving spirit is! In 
the agonies of death, Jesus sought to find 
some extenuating circumstances for the con­
duct of his persecutors and murderers. He 

did not excuse them, when he declared that 
they knew not what they did. The fact 
of their ignorance alone made their crime 
pardonable. They were responsible but not 
apostate; they were sinful but redeemable. 
The single thread of chance for them was 
laid bare before the Father in Christ’s pe­
tition in their behalf. It was the voice of 
condescending love speaking through the 
lips of the Son of God. Its language has 
no parallel in human traditions, and its 
spirit no equal among the heroes of the 
world.

May the spirit of Christ on the cross in­
spire our hearts to pray for all who do us 
wrong.

Sunday, January 9
Read Matthew 5: 1-10—CONDITIONS OF 

BLESSING
“Blessed are they that have been persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake; for theirs Is the kingdom of 
heaven.”

Persecution is opposition of such force 
and purpose as to inflict personal injury 
upon one. There are many ways of doing 
it; just as there are many sorts of injuries 
which can be suffered. It used to consist 
chiefly in doing bodily harm, and in many 
cases even death was inflicted. This method 
is rare now except in extremely isolated 
cases. Imprisonment is more recent. But 
a social scorn is still practiced. It is a 
virtue to suffer persecution when it is in­
flicted for righteousness’ sake, and not for 
the sake of the sufferer. To be the butt of 
ridicule or to face a fierce opposition merely 
because of our dogged determination to 
hold on to our own notions or prejudices, 
is not a virtue and does not have the promi­
ses of God attached to it. Every positive 
Christian life will suffer persecution. The 
negative character that does not stand up 
for Christ in a world of wickedness and 
does not incur the displeasure of anybody, 
does not make itself known nor felt as a 
force for Christ The positive Christian 
life is the w’inner and heir of the king­
dom of heaven. In suffering for Christ, 
one sets forward the cause of righteous­
ness which is the purpose of his fidelity to 
it Yielding to his tormentors in Jtove, he 
often wins them to Christ and ts thus 
blessed in the fruits of his sufferings.

May we be as willing to suffer for Christ 
as to labor for him, assured that the afflic­
tions that befall us will fall out to the 
furtherance of the Gospel.

The Standard of Chris­
tian Living 
Read Luke 6: 27-38

Devotional Reading—Matthew 5: 1-10
Golden Text— Ye therefore shall be per­

fect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
Matthew 5: 48.

Every true child of God desires to become like the 
heavenly Father. God-likeness is the goal of the 
purest and holiest devotion. It is not only an aspira­
tion of the spiritually minded soul, but It is the 
Promise of the Father himself. We may rest assured 
that the longing of our hearts for perfection will be 
7TBrr’d; and our de"iro for parity,will be gratified. 
£* hunger and thirst kfter righteousness shall

Lesson Text
I. Submission, an Evidence of Love.

27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your ene­
mies, do good to them which hate you.

28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you.

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one 
cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away 
thy cloke forbid not to taka thy coat also.

80 Give to every man that asketh of thee: and of 
him that taketh away thy goods ask thorn not again. 
II. Charitableness, a Work of Love.

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye also to them likewise.

32 For if ye love them which love you, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love 
them.

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to 
you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the 
same.

34 And if ye lend to thi-m of whom ye hope to re­
ceive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to 
sinners, to receive as much again.
III. God-likeness, the Reward of Love.

85 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for 
he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful. 1

87 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn 
not. and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven:

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you: good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again.

Lesson Comment
1A Submission, an Evidence of Love. 

The absence of resentment from the heart 



28 Home Department Magazine January 9 1927 Home Department Magazine 29
of the sufferer is conclusive proof of the 
presence of love therein for the wrong­
doer or the offending party. Resistance is 
the law of human nature. Submission is 
the principle of divine grace. Where love 
is passionate and boundless, submission is 
the spontaneous and unstudied practice. It 
is not assumed, nor is it endured in order 
to gain an advantage over an opponent; 
but it is the law of life by which the saintly 
soul is unconsciously governed. It is not 
a sign of fear or of weakness. It is not 
due to an insensibility to wrongs suffered, 
nor to moral cowardice on the part of the 
sufferer. Only the strongest natures are 
capable of submission to evil. The weaker 
ones, conscious of being vulnerable in char­
acter or reputation, rush wildly to their 
own defense.

2. Charitableness a Work of Love. 
Love is shown not only in the indisposition 
to return evil for evil, but also in the desire 
to return good for evil. It seeks to be 
charitable, even where it can not forgive 
because of impenitence on the part of a 
wrong-doer. Nobody can prevent another 
from loving him; nor keep him from doing 
him a kindness instead of an injury. Love 
prompts one to think of another in an un­
selfish spirit, and to treat him as one him­
self would be treated. Love is a positive 
rather than a negative disposition of kind­
liness. It does good to those who are in­
capable of returning the favor; and who 
may be, in fact, unwilling to make even 
the return of gratitude to the giver for 
charities received.

3. God-likeness, the Reward of Love. 
God is kind to the ungrateful, and merciful 
even to the merciless. He is compassionate 
toward sinners; else none of us would be 
the recipients of his grace. If God loved 
us when we were so unworthy, and his love 
redeemed us from our sinfulness, we ought 
to love those who, in their aversion and 
unlikeness to him, are enemies of ours and 
seek to do us evil. More than that: we 
should not judge the hearts of others, nor 
imagine that the unlovely and vicious are 
unworthy of our love or incapable of re­
acting to it with benefit to their own souls. 
We should forgive as we have been, or hope 
to be,'forgiven.

DAILY READINGS
January 10 to January 16

• ————— ............... —— , 
Monday, January 10

Read 2 Timothy 3: 14-17—TEACHING THE 
BIBLE TO CHILDREN

"Abide thou in the thine* which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them.”

Timothy was reared in a godly home, 
and was early in life taught the Scriptures 
by Eunice and Lois, his mother and grand­
mother. When he became a pupil of Paul 
and a preacher of the Gospel, his preceptor 
laid upon him the necessity of continuing 
in those things which he had learned, bid­
ding him bear in mind that the personnel 
of his teachers was guarantee of the merits 
of all they had taught him. The home is 
the first school. It is primary both in im­
portance a'nd in opportunity. The parents 
are the first teachers. To train their chil­
dren in the word of God is their first duty 
to them. That is more important than to 
feed and clothe them, or to educate and 
equip them for life. But how many parents 
put the religious side last, or neglect it en­
tirely? The Bible is the first text-book. 
Religion should be foremost in the educa­
tional program of the home. The word of 
God is a true guide and a reliable counsel. 
It is profitable for correction and instruc­
tion in righteousness. The building of 
character, which is the primary purpose 
of all learning, is directly achieved by the 
study of the Bible. Children are the first 
pupils. *They are in the most impression­
able and most important age of life. They 
need to have the bent of their hearts fixed 
in the mould of divine truth, and riveted 
to the eternal word of God.

May God give us a revival of religion in 
our homes.

Tuesday, January 11 
Read Act* 8 : 29-38—THE BIBLE IN PERSONAL 

WORK
“And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 

from this Scripture, preached unto him Jesus.”
By all sincere inquirers, the Bible is 

recognized and acknowledged as the final 
and sufficient authority in matters of re­
ligion. The skeptic may doubt it; but the 
sinner, who is earnestly seeking light and 
hope, does not. The Ethiopian eunuch, re­
turning from Jerusalem where he had gone 
to worship, was a devout honest seeker into 

the word, of God. As he rode along in his 
chariot, he read the Scripturea, utilizing 
the passing moments as he sped along on 
the highway. He sought to know what the 
Scriptures meant. He read for informa­
tion, not merely for his own interest or 
amusement. Philip was commanded to join 
hfcmself to the chariot of such a man. He 
found him reading the Messianic prophe­
cies of Isaiah, and from that very passage 
he preached unto him Jesus as the fulfil­
ment of prophecy. Philip was qualified to 
employ the Scriptures in personal work in 
soul winning because he knew Jesus through 
his own personal experience of grace; he 
knew the word of God from a study of it, 
and could therefore rightly interpret the 
references to Jesus contained in the Old 
Testament. He won the eunuch.immediate- 
ly, and led him at once to faith in Christ.

In the tvork of winning men to Jesus, 
may we bear the simple message of the 
Bible and bring its own. words to bear on 
the hearts of the unsaved.

Wednesday, January 12
Read Nehemiah 8: 1-8—BIBLE READING IN 

PUBLIC
“And Ezra opened the book In the sight of all 

the people.'

In the reconstruction of Jerusalem and in 
the necessary reforms among the people, 
the place of Ezra, the scribe and teacher, 
was second to that of none of the leaders 
of the times. Nehemiah was a builder, and 
led in providing necessary defenses for the 
city. Zerubbabel advocated the re-estab- 
lishment of the house of worship and led in 
the rebuilding of the temple. But the 
teacher was the most important reformer 
of all, especially when he adopted the law 
of God as the text-book and the processes 
of popular education as the only program 
of culture. Ezra had the book taught to 
all the people. The law was not the prop­
erty of the scribes. It was the possession 
of the people whose title thereto was to be 
validated by the scribes. There ft now a 
tendency in education toward an aristoc­
racy of culture and a standardization and 
traditionalism in education. But such a 
tendency is contrary to the principles of 
Christian culture, and is contrary to the 
best interests of both the cause of educa­
tion and that of the people. Folk are 
generally responsive to a well adapted 

course of educational or uplifting influences. 
Not all go to church; not all are law- 
abiding, but most everybody appreciates, 
to a greater or less degree, the importance 
and value of the right sort of learning. 
But it should be said again and again that 
there is no culture without Christ, and no 
education without the law of God.

May we put the Bible first in our curri­
cula of education for all the people.

Thursday, January 13
Read 2 Kings 22: 10-20—THE BIBLE AND 

CONVICTION
"When the king had heard the words of the book 

of the law, he rent his clothes."

Josiah, king of Judah, was a righteous, 
God-fearing man who walked in the ways of 
David, his forefather. Among other im­
provements which were made under his 
command, the temple was thoroughly reno­
vated and cleared of all the rubbish which 
had accumulated in its unused corridors. 
A^iong the refuse, the workmen found the 
book of the law. Its importance was recog­
nized by Hilkiah the priest, who gave it 
to Shaphan the scribe to read. The scribe 
then took it and read it before Josiah the 
king. When Josiah, who had not before had 
opportunity to know all the requirements 
of the Lord, heard what they were and 
realized how fearfully far short of them 
the people had fallen, he was in great dis­
tress and rent his clothes in his mental 
anguish. His instructors had not brought 
all the law of God to his attention. Ho 
had not been able to discern Jehovah’s re­
quirements by his own intuitions. It re­
mained for the written word to bring to his 
mind a full knowledge of God’s laws and a 
deep conviction of duty in regard to them. 
By the law is a knowledge of sin. We must 
know the revealed, recorded, written word 
of God in order to find out the extent and 
seriousness of our shortcomings and devia­
tions from it. Otherwise we might be 
wrong and be unaware of it. However, a 
conviction by the word of God is the work 
of the Holy Spirit producing in the heart 
a prompt reaction to it and a righteous re­
sponse thereto. A knowledge of one’s way­
wardness is not distressing to him unless 
the Spirit of God has wrought in him a 
holy aversion to sin and a righteous yearn­
ing to do God’s will.
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May the Bible not be lost in our churches 

but proclaimed in them with all its con­
victing and converting power.

Friday, January 14
Read Luke 4: 1-15—THE BIBLE AND 

TEMPTATION
“And Jesu> answered unto him, It is written."
Satan’s temptation of Jesus in the -wil­

derness was an attack on his deity, his 
Sonship of God, and hence his Messiahship. 
The coming of the Messiah had been the 
burden of prophecy, and was the earnest 
expectation of devout souls when Jesus ap­
peared. So the devil’s plan was to attack 
Christ in the field of the holy writings to 
which Jesus might refer as witness to him 
as the Messiah. So Satan began quoting 
Scripture! He knows it, well enough. But 
he knows it to distort it, and wrench it 
from its meaning. But to the devil’s mis­
application of it, Jesus replied with its true 
interpretation. With every blow which the 
tempter made, Jesus turned the edge of his 
weapon with the sword of the Spirit. The 
Bible is a spiritual force only in the mii/ds 
and hands of those who discern its spiritual 
nature and message. As Jesus used it in 
successfully resisting Satan, even so can 
we by the power and wisdom of the Spirit 
who enables us to know the mind of God. 
It is a defense and a refuge to the tempted 
soul that flees to its sheltering fold from 
the pursuing destroyer. His subtleties 
are exposed by its revelations, and his face 
is unmasked by its disclosures of sin and 
evil.

May we ever carry with us the word of 
God as a shield against temptation, and 
have such a knowledge of it that we may be 
able to use it successfully in every trial.

Saturday, January 15
Read Matthew 7: 24-29—THE BIBLE AND 

CHARACTER BUILDING
"Every one therefore that heareth these words 

of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a 
wise man which built his house upon the rock."

The words of Christ, his teachings, his 
doctrines, his Gospel, have all the elements 
of permanency. They are imperishable and 
shall never be destroyed. They are in­
destructible because they arc spiritual; and 
nothing spiritual can suffer harm or vio­
lence, if it be free from all sin and self 
condemnation. The life that is founded 
and built upon Christ and his words can 
stand the stress and storms of life, not be­

cause of its own structural strength but 
because of its foundation qualities. We 
are kept by the power of Christ. Our 
preservation is not a question of our endur­
ance but of his imperishable grace which 
sustains us. All tests of character are 
made at its base, its foundation. In chem­
istry, metals are tested by being reduced 
to their elements, their compounds are 
traced back to original sources. The final 
analysis of a character is determined by 
the elements on which it rests; for they 
determine what it is. And what it is indi­
cates what it can endure. As a spiritual 
force and factor in the life, as the revealed 
word of God, the Bible has a place in the 
subconscious, as well as the conscious, mind, 
giving a reserve of power and of per­
manency to the character. But it must be 
practiced as well as known. It must be 
wrought into our life before its durability 
becomes our own.

May our hearts be built on Christ and 
our lives established on his taachings.

Sunday, January 16
Read P»alm 119: 9-16—THE CLEANSING POWER 

OF THE WORD
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 

way? By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.”

The problem before young men is to live 
a clean life, above reproach, free from fol­
lies and indiscretions which would turn 
their steps in the wrong direction or mar 
their prospects for a useful and profitable 
career. But how shall one do it? How can 
he cleanse his way? How shall he be kept 
from sowing “wild oats”? It is up to him. 
But there is no reason ^iy he should fall 
in the traps in order to know where they 
are. He should give close attention to his 
ways, watch his foot-steps, and not go 
heedlessly plunging forward with high head 
and a proud, self-important mien. Hu­
mility and teachableness are important vir­
tues in young people, and are necessary to 
a proper watchfulness and caution on their 
part concerning their modes and habits of 
life. But let them give attention to their 
ways according to the word of God.

May all our young people find in the 
Bible that quickening of faith and discern­
ment, that cleanness of mind and thought, 
which will purify their prospects and give 
them clearness of vision in their outlook 
upon life.

Lesson 3—January 16

The Christian’s Use of 
the Bible

Read Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 
14-17

Devotional Reading—Psalm 119: 9-16
Golden Text—Thy word is a lamp unto 

my feet, and light unto my path. Psalm 
119: 105.

In the beautiful language of the Golden Text, the 
Paaimtot states the two-fold practical benefits of the 
Word of God. It is a “lamp unto my feet." It ln- 
dicatea where I am. It locates me. It defines my 
position. How vastly important that knowledge is I 
It inventories my entire situation. But it is also 
light “to my path.” It shows me where to go. It 
illuminates the way ahead so that I can see and 
avoid the dangerous pitfalls and snares of life. It 
is a searchlight turned on the road, so that the more 
I get of It, the more clearly 1 can see the path before 
me. These two important facts can be known only 
by means of the Word of God carried in a devout 
and loyal heart.

Lesson Text
I. The Bible in the Heart (Deuteronomy 6).

4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: 
5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might.

6 And these words, which I command thee this 
day. shall be in thine heart:
II. The Bible in the Home (Deuteronomy 6).

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest' by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes.

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of 
thy house, and on thy gates.
III. The Bible in the Life (2 Timothy 3).

14 But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them;

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in ChriA Jesus.

16 All scripture ia given by inspirntioi^uf God, and 
ia profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness:

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.

Lesson Comment
1. The Bible in the Heart. When the 

.love of God is in the Soul, the word of God 
will find a place in the heart. We cherish 
the counsels of an earthly father, because 

we love him and have confidence in his 
loving judgments toward us. Moses com­
manded the people of Israel to love the 
Lord with all their heart; and assured them 
that then the words of Jehovah, which had 
been given them through him, would be in 
their hearts, and would be stored up in 
their affections. Even so; the Bible should 
be got literally “by heart.” It should not 
only be committed to memory, as much as 
possible, but its truths laid to heart. The 
heart can accept even though it cannot 
comprehend. It can believe although it 
may not be able to understand. Mary the 
mother of Jesus, when she saw the shep­
herds coming to see her babe in response 
to the announcement of an angel of God, 
could not understand it all, but she “kept all 
those things in her heart.”

2. The Bible in the Home. Parents 
should teach the word of God to their 
children in the home, by the fireside or at 
the table. They should talk about it in 
the family circle, ffnd make it the sub­
ject of daily conversation. It should be 
displayed prominently in the life of the 
home. On the door posts and gates should 
be suspended the evidences of a Bible­
honoring household. Not to display a 
family piety, but for the sake of outsiders, 
it ought to be exhibited and honored with 
conspicuous domestic place and mention.

3. The Bible in the Life. Timothy’s 
faith in the Scriptures was based histori­
cally on the moral uprightness and integri­
ty of those who had taught them to him. He 
had been trained by a godly mother and 
grandmother who, he well knew, would not 
deceive or mislead him even in the slightest 
degree. Many a man has been led to 
reverence the Bible because his saintly 
mother taught it to him. But it is to be 
accepted on its own account, because it is 
able to make one wise unto salvation and 
has to be interpreted and applied by the 
Spirit of God to each individual soul apart 
from all teachers or human agencies. It 
is inspired, or Spirit-inbreathed; and must 
therefore be made known to the under­
standing of people by the Holy Spirit.

It has a practical as well as a doctrinal 
value. It is the equipment necessary to a 
perfected Christian life and labor. It affords 
the man of God a complete preparation for 
service.
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DAILY READINGS
January 17 to January 23 

< —■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■*■■■> ■■ ■■ —— ■■ - >

Monday, January 17
Raad Mark 14 : 32-36—THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS 

“They come to a place called Gethsemane; and 
he saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
pray.”

Prayer, as communion with God, is 
especially seasonable and needful under 
distress and trial. Tell your troubles to 
God. Unbosom your deepest soul to him. 
His is a sympathetic ear and his is a 
divinely loving heart. Jesus had occasion 
to pray, apart from the disciples, in the 
Garden. Yet he desired that they would 
stay near him. He wanted human sym­
pathy, the watchfulness and attendance of 
his closest friends during the ordeal. His 
fellowship with God there was private. 
His intense suffering was all his own and 
yet his submission to the Father’s will 
was sublime. How truly effectual is the 
prayer that does not seek to direct or even 
to discover God’s will, but only to do it; 
and to endure it whatever it may cost!

May we pray os Jesus prayed that the 
Father's will may be done in us.

Tuesday, January 18
Read Luke 11: 5-13—ENCOURAGEMENT TO 

PRAYER
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you."
God promises to hear us when we pray 

to him. Though he knows what we need 
before we ask him, he wants us to ask him 
because we need the asking far more than 
we can need anything we may ask for. 
He will always hear, though he may not 
heed every time. He will listen, whether 
or not he will grant our request. Do we 
go to God only when we want him to do 
something for us? Then we do not pray, 
but treat the Father as a convenience; 
and prayer is merely an emergency call 
upon God. Petition is only an incident of 
praying. But the true asker always re­
ceives; if not the thing asked for, the 
thing he meant to ask for; but if not that 
which he meant to ask for, that for which 
he ought to ask and which he needs and 
that is best for him. The spirit of true 
prayer* is a desire for the best, whether 
or not it is stated in an expressed petition 

or the form and language of prayer. It 
is willing that God shall give or withhold as 
he knows best. But prayer does not pro­
cure the gift. It wins the Giver.

May we be encouraged to pray by the 
positive promises of God that he will hear 
and answer us.

Wednesday, January 19
Re.d Matthew 6: 5-15—SECRET PRAYER
Enter into thine inner chamber, and having 

■hut thy door, pray to thy Father which ia in 
■ecret.

Prayer is primarily a matter between 
the individual and God. It is perhaps the 
chief evidence of the competency of the 
individual soul in matters of religion—the 
right of every one to approach the Father 
directly and without any other medium than 
by Jesus Christ, and in his name. Public 
prayer is a fitting part of public worship, 
but it is not the purest or highest type of 
praying. Even when not insincere, it may 
be more formal than spiritual. The best 
praying is done unannounced and spon­
taneously, when one desires and seeks se­
clusion and loneliness with God, where no 
eye but his can see, and where no ear but 
his can hear. Such circumstances are con­
ducive to full confession, an unhindered 
devotion and an uninterrupted fellowship 
and communion with God. In solitude the 
Father can be most easily found, not be­
cause he is in one place more than in an­
other, but because we can thus draw nearer 
to him. To find God is the supreme object 
of prayer; and we can find him nowhere 
more quickly than in quiet meditation in 
the secret place.

May we go aside every day, whether in 
an isolated spot or in the secret chambers 
of our hearts, for meditation and prayer.

Thursday, January 20
Read Pm Im 51: 1-12—PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

in m. a cImn h«art, O Gad; and renew 
a right spirit within me.”

.In his confession of his great sin, David 
acknowledged the moral iniquity of it all. 
The rebuke of Nathan, the prophet, was 
merely the arrow that pierced his stinging 
conscience and let out the pent-up feelings 
of his soul. He did not have to confess 
any wrong doing. He himself was an ab­
solute sovereign and could pardon himself 
for any crime or offense. But he was 
aware that he was answerable to God. His 
free and voluntary confession of his guilt 

was due to his regard for righteousness. 
No man is more sorry for his sins than he 
is when free from its legal or physical 
penalties. Then its weight on his soul is 
indicated on the scale of confession. Peni­
tence is a state of the heart. It is not 
produced by nervous reactions or personal 
ostracism. It is the recoil of the soul from 
moral evil. It is a Godly sorrow for sin— 
that sin which is against God and which 
is hateful in his sight, and which is con­
trary to his will and nature.

May God cleanse our hearts from every 
secret sin, and renew within us the spirit 
of righteousness and peace.

Friday, January 21
Read Luke 18: 1-8—IMPORTUNITY IN PRAYER 

“He spake a parable unto them to the end that 
they ought always to pray, and not to faint.”

God is not loath to hear us when we 
pray, but we may be disposed at times to 
imagine he is disinclined to do so because 
he is deliberate. We frequently err in 
wanting an immediate answer, and in sup­
posing that when the Father delays to re­
spond, he refuses to hear us. We need to 
keep on praying till an answer is given. 
We give up so soon. By deferring his 
answers, God may be testing our faith in 
him, our own persistence in well wishing, 
our reliance upon him and our confidence 
in his power and willingness to give. He 
may thus test our desire for what we pray 
for. We often think we want a thing from 
God, but after waiting a while we find 
that we do not really desire it, and that it 
was not what we thought we needed. 
Therefore God actually hears such a prayer 
by waiting and withholding. By delaying 
his gifts in response to our petition he 
may purpose to intensify our desire for 
them and to heighten our appreciation of 
them as blessings from him.

May we be constant in prayer and con­
fident that in his own time and ivay, God 
will hear and answer us. 9

Saturday, January 22
Rea4 Romm. Sc 26-30—THE HOLY SPIRIT 

AND PRAYER
“The Spirit himaelf maketh intwreessioa for us 

with groanings which can net be uttered.”

We do not know how to pray as we 
ought, nor what is best; therefore, as re­
gards their objects and interests, our 

prayers are imperfectly framed and pre­
sented. But where there is sincere desire, 
notwithstanding a faulty understanding, 
the Holy Spirit helps and makes up what 
is lacking in acceptable praying. He asks 
in our stead, and for us, formulating and 
expressing what we cannot state or utter. 
That which is “unutterable” with us is 
expressed by him. There is an inspira­
tion in prayer as well as in prophecy, so 
that one may pray more wisely than he 
knows. As we pray the best we can, he 
supplements our petitions and states them 
properly. He knows what is in our minds 
and hearts, and though we cannot express 
it, he can. He is an interpreter of our 
thoughts before God. He knows the mind 
of God also; and frames our praying so it 
will be agreeable to the will of God and 
hence acceptable to him.

May the Holy Spirit indict our prayers 
as he gives us the desire to pray.

Sunday, January 23
Read Paa Im S3: 1-8—DAVID’S EARNEST 

PRAYER
“My soul followcth hard after thee."

This Psalm was written by David when, 
in the wilderness of Judah, he was a fugi­
tive from the undeserved hatred of king 
Saul. As he was being pursued by Saul, 
he declared that he himself -was pursuing 
after God if, haply, he might overtake 
him and find him. Stay close to God when 
reverses come, disappointments arise and 
opposition occurs. There is safety only in 
his presence. Let your praydrs run after 
him hastily. Following after God means 
that we actualy do follow him, that we are 
behind him,—not in front of him, nor that 
we run ahead of him. It is taking his will 
as our guide and his footprint* as our 
pathway. We may therefore ask, not 
“Where would Jesus go?” but “W’hero has 
he gone?”; not “What would Jesus do?” 
but “What has he done?” Follow after 
him. Meditation and prayer bring us into 
fellowship with God and afford us guaran­
tees of his providential leading. Where 
there is a distance between the soul and 
God, there is room for things which will 
dim the sight of him and lead one into 
wanderings and doubts.

May we folloiv after God closely, con­
stantly and with deep and devout heart- 
searching.
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Prayer in the Christian 
Life

Read Mark 1: 35; Mark 14: 82-36; Mat- 
thew 6: 9-13

Devotional Reading—Psalm 63: 1-8 
Golden Text—Ask, and it shall be given 

you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you. Matthew 
7: 7.

God's people are assured that their prayers are 
heard by the heavenly Father and that he responds 
to them in every case. But an answer may not 
consist in rrantintr a request or in the gift of that 
which has been asked for. In fact. God's answer may 
be a denial of a petition, but in such instances, it 
appears in the form of that for which prayer should 
have been made, or in something better than the 
thing sought. .Prayer is an anxious reaching out to­
ward God, and is satisfactorily answered in what­
ever way the Father may be pleased to respond.

Lesson Text
I. Jesus Beginning His Ministry with Prayer 

(Mark 1).
35 And in the morning, rising up a great while 

before day. he went out, and departed into a solitary 
place, and there prayed.
II. Jesus Closing His Ministry with Prayer

(Mark 14).
32 And they came to a place which was named 

Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples. Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray.

33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and 
John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy;

34 And saith unto them. My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from him.

36 And he said. Abba, Father, all things are possi­
ble unto thee; take away this cup from me: never­
theless not what I will, but what thou wilt.
III. Jesus Teaching His Disciples to Pray 

(Matthew 6).
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 

which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name.
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 

as it it in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors.
18 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Lesson Comment
1. Jesus Beginning His Ministry With 

Prayer. Beginning his ministry in Galilee, 

Jesus performed many miracles and was ac­
claimed as a wonder by the people. Be­
hind his miracle working power, there lay 
the secret of his union and communion with 
the Father. The spectators saw his won­
derful works but they could not discern the 
source of his power. Long before day­
break, he rose and went into a lonely, quiet 
place to pray. See him; in the gloaming, 
alone, before the eyes of the world had 
opened to a new day, lifting his hands 
heavenward, connecting up with the power­
house on high and recharging the battery 
in himself! What an example to all who 
follow him! Prayer should mark the be­
ginning of every effort that is made for the 
betterment of mankind and the glory of 
God.

2. Jesus Closing his Ministry with 
Prayer. In the Garden of Gethsemane, 
under the unspeakable sorrows which he 
bore, he desired the company of his chosen 
disciples, Peter, James and John. Though 
he was alone, yet he wanted them near 
him while his soul was torn with anguish. 
His prayer now was that of resignation 
rather than preparation. He must needs 
go beyond the three a little where he might 
prostrate himself in deep humility and 
sorrow. His ministry now is not what he 
can do, but what he must endure. He 
prayed that the Father’s will might be 
done in him. Would not the Father do 
that any way? But in the prayer that it 
should be done, Jesus yielded himself fully 
to its terms and to the execution of it. 
How divinely unselfish is the prayer that 
God should not grant us our wishes, but 
that he should carry out his own will!

3. Jesus Teaching His Disciples to 
Pray. Jesus gave his disciples a sample, 
rather than a model, of praying they ought 
to do. It was “after this manner,” instead 
of “in these words.” The so-called “Lord's 
prayer,” is not a talisman but a copy. It 
briefly sets forth the things which people 
ought to pray for, namely, that the Fath­
er’s name may be glorified; that his will 
should be done on the earth; that our 
own* physical necessities may be supplied 
by the Father’s hand; that our sins may be 
forgiven us and that we may be kept 
from sin and evil by his sustaining grace.

•----------------------------------------------------- —---- ----------- 4-

DAILY READINGS
January 24 to January 30 

- ------- —----—- -   -------------- --- ------
Monday, January 24

Read Luke 4: 1-13—THE TEMPTATION OF 
JESUS

“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 
the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the'wil­
derness during forty days, being tempted of the 
devil."

The temptation of Jesus followed his 
baptism by John in the river Jordan, at 
which the Father witnessed supernatural- 
ly to his divine Sonship, and after which he 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. His tempta­
tion came in the wake of an extraordinary 
experience. And in that respect, it was 
similar to what Satan pursues as a general 
policy of attack. He usually takes ad­
vantage of the natural reactions which 
occur after an unusual religious feeling or 
experience. The temptation of Jesus was 
actual. It was not imaginary. His human 
nature made it possible. Jesus was not in 
a trance, battling with a fictitious ad­
versary. He was the embodiment of right­
eousness which is forever in conflict with 
evil, and which is being constantly assailed 
by it Evil is the aggressor, the besieger. 
Jesus was led by the Spirit during the 
temptation. The Holy Spirit was with him 
in it and through it all. But otherwise he 
was alone, in a wilderness where he met 
the arch enemy himself single-handed. It 
was a battle of the Spirits, a conflict for 
supremacy in heaven and on earth. Jesus 
emerged from it clothed with victory over 
sin and satan, death and hell.

May the Holy Spirit be our companion in 
every trial and our strength in every tempt­
ation.

Tuesday, January 25
Read Corinthians 10: 1-13—ESCAPING 

TEMPTATION
“God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 

tempted above that yo are able." A
An escape from danger involve an ex­

perience of it rather than freedom from it. 
God does not promise to keep us from it but 
to graduate its strength to our ability to 
resist it, and thus to deliver us out of it. 
Temptations must come. Our natures are 
open to the invasion of evil. There is no 
escape from sin’s assaults. But God res­
cues us from its power. Moreover, to es­

cape is to avoid being injured or suffering 
actual harm at the hands of a threatening 
danger; and we have escaped temptation 
when, by the grace of God, it has not left 
even the smell of fire on our garments. 
But the means of escape are God’s pro­
visions for us. They are not improvisations 
of our own. It is not by our own skill or 
ability that we can extricate ourselves from 
the devil’s clutches, or foil him in his at­
tacks. To be tempted and resist is to es­
cape from it, to be delivered out of it, with 
even better results than to yield and be 
forgiven of God. God in his infinite mercy 
allows only such temptations to befall us as 
we are able to bear. The results of having 
used the means of escape from temptation, 
and of having been delivered out of it, are 
highly beneficial to the Christian charac­
ter. Having faced the alternatives of good 
or evil, and having chosen the good, we 
grow strong in the consciousness of having 
a positive righteousness and of enjoying 
the preserving and keeping grace of God.

May we rejoice to know that our God 
is able to deliver us from all the machinar- 
tions and devices, intrigues and conspiracies 
of the wicked one.

Wednesday, January 26
Read Proverbs 1: 10-19—WITHSTANDING 

TEMPTATION
“My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou 

not.”
Temptations arise from two sources; 

first, our own natural inclinations to think 
and to do evil; and second, the allurements 
and appeals presented to us by our cir­
cumstances and associates. Of course, the 
enticements of sinners are always to do 
evil, and not good—else they would not be 
sinners. Allurements are appeals to our 
self esteem or desire for gratification. En­
ticements are flattery, the purposes of which 
are concealed from view unless they can be 
discerned by the source from which they 
come. What wicked men want us to do, we 
should refrain from doing. The suggestion 
comes from the wrong source. When we 
know that a certain tree is a crab apple, 
we need not taste the fruit to find out that 
it is bitter. Therefore we should stay 
away from bad companions, or if thrown 
with them, should resist their enticements 
and evil proposals. The fact that they are 
sinners ought to condemn their ways in our 
sight. We should develop the ability to say 
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“No,” with positive conviction, to every 
tempter. Temptation fails or succeeds 
with the consent or the dissent of one’s 
own mind.

May we resist the influences of evil with 
which we are surrounded day by day.

Thursday, January 27
Read Mark 14: 32-42—PRAYER AND 

TEMPTATION
“Watch and pray that ye enter not into temp­

tation.’’

The three disciples, chosen to be with 
Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, were 
overpowered by their lack of sleep, and 
failed to watch with Christ in his agony. 
Watchfulness and prayer were enjoined 
upon them as a safe-guard against tempt­
ations of fear, or the trial of their faith; 
and against the peril of becoming victims 
of damaging circumstances or conditions. 
By watchfulness and prayer, we avoid be­
ing taken unawares and of being dis­
astrously surprised when sudden issues 
arise. Nothing takes place suddenly. It 
may be sudden in its appearance but it is 
gradual in its development. We should 
watch tendencies and detect and foresee 
the consequences of a thing; and thus we 
shall be ready to meet and pass a crisis 
safely when it comes. One should watch 
his own steps that he may go not aside 
into danger nor walk in slippery places. 
Prayer is a means of defense against 
temptation because it affords us fellowship 
with God who alone knows all that certain 
issues involve. It secures his mind on all 
matters and brings one into his presence 
where freedom and immunity are unlimited.

Let us pray that we shall be watchful 
and prayerful at all times lest at any 
time we fall into the snares of the devil.

Friday, January 28
Read Ephesians 6: 10-20—FORTIFYING AGAINST 

TEMPTATION
“Put on the whole armor of God that ye may 

be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”
The weapons of our warfare are spiritual 

and not carnal, defensive and not offensive. 
Righteousness is a sufferer rather than an 
aggressor. Its spirit is submission rather 
than resentment, and its methods are those 
of non-resistance instead of conquest. Yet 
its victories are vastly greater than those 
of aggression. Its triumphs are won by its 
defeats, and its dominion increased by non- 
resistance. Its fortifications are the armor 

of God supplied to every individual soul. 
It is by divine equipment that we success­
fully resist the devil, and not by our own 
strategy or strength. The whole armor 
must be put on and worn. No piece should 
be missing; else where any one is lacking, 
the enemy finds a vulnerable spot and 
drives his poison arrows into our hearts 
through that opening. It is sufficient to 
cover every part of our life and to afford 
entire protection from every sort of tempt­
ation and evil attack from any angle. Noth­
ing less than the whole armor is enough 
to make us entirely safe. It is effective 
because the devil cannot penetrate any part 
of it. It makes us fully and absolutely 
evil-proof. Satan is treacherous and cun­
ning, and he employs all sorts of wiles and 
tricks to entrap our souls and cripple us 
with his barbs and snares. But God has 
provided for our protection against him 
and all his assaults.

May we faithfully use the armor of God 
with which alone we shall be able to turn 
the edge of the tempter's sword.

Saturday, January 29
Read Daniel I: 8-16—DANIEL'S VICTORY 

"And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would 
not defile himself with the king's meat.”

What is temptation? It is that evil 
toward which one’s own desires incline 
him. That which is temptation to one per­
son, therefore, might not be a temptation 
to another. For example, drink is not a 
temptation to some men who despise the 
taste of liquors, while to others it seems 
to be an ungovernable appetite. Daniel 
dissented from the customs of the royal 
household in Babylon because they were 
contrary to his moral scruples. He pur­
posed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself by indulging in those viands and 
meats which were objectionable to the 
tenets of his faith and religion. Yet to be 
“different” in customs and habits from his 
associates, especially since he was the bene­
ficiary and ward of the king, required a 
great deal of moral courage in Daniel. He 
had first to gain a victory over his own 
natural inclinations to go with the crowd 
and to do as the rest of the princes did. 
But he dared not suppress his aversion to 
popular practices. Yet he would not 
dictate to others in matters about which he 
himself had scruples. He merely determined 

that he would not defile himself: let others 
do as they might. Daniel, though a guest 
in the king’s palace, had a loyalty to God 
which enabled him to override any tempt­
ation he might have suffered to yield to the 
courtesies and demands of his condition 
and times. He gave supreme allegiance to 
his conscience and his God. His dissent 
from custom was his assent to the convic­
tions of his heart. His victory was that of 
putting religious duty above personal 
privilege, and moral scruples before the 
conventions of life. There is no reforma­
tion except that of a Godward purpose in 
the hearts of men.

May God give us purpose of heart that, 
we will not defile our bodies, as the temples 
of the Holy Spirit, by sinful indulgences 
and practices.

Sunday, January 30
Read Romans. 8: 31-39—CHRIST OUR 

INTERCESSOR
"It is Christ that died, yea rather, that was 

raiaed from the dead, who is at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

Christ’s mediatorial work will not be 
finished until he shall have put all do­
minion and authority and power under him. 
As long as there is a foe over whom his 
victory has not been achieved, his labor as 
man’s mediator is to be prosecuted and 
continued. His mediatorial work, however, 
has many sections. His pre-existence was 
one. His incarnation was another. His 
death and resurrection were still another. 
But lastly, his intercession at the right hand 
of God, following his ascension into heaven, 
is yet another. But all of these form a 
continuous, consecutive career of the Son 
of God as man’s redeemer. In all of them, 
he is attorney, representative, and advo­
cate for us before God the Father. At 
the right hand of God, he is now doing ex­
actly the same thing he did before the 
foundation of the world. He has not laid 
down his work nor surrendered his task. 
He has common cause with both God and 
men. He has the ear of the Father, and 
also a divine compassion for men. That 
itself should be a sufficient gua*ntee and 
assurance of our acceptance through him, 
and of our triumph over evil by his grace.

Knowing that we have an advocate with 
the Father, even Jesus Christ the'righteous, 
may we be encouraged to approach him in 
constant, earnest prayer and in deep humil­
ity of mind and heart.

Lesson 5—January 30

The Christian Over­
coming Temptation

Read Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10: 
12, 13

Devotional Reading—Romans 8: 31-39.
Golden Thxt—In that he himself hath 

suffered, being tempted, he is able to 
succor them that are tempted. Hebrews 
2: 18.

The temptation of Jesus was part of his work as 
mediator between God and man. In it he asserted 
and proved his dual nature, as both son of man and 
Son of God. liecause he was human, he suffered 
temptation; because he was divine, the devil was 
vanquished before him. Ho was tempted for our 
sake, rather than his own.

Lesson Text
I. An Appeal to a Physical Need (Luke 4).

And Jesus being full ©f the Holy Ghoat returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness.

2 Being forty days tempted by the deviL And in 
those days he did eat nothing: and when they were 
ended, he afterward hungered.

3 And the devil said unto him. If thou be the Son 
of God. command this stone that it be made bread.

4 And Jesus answered him, saying. It is written. 
That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God.
II. An Appeal to Worldly Ambition (Luke 4).

6 And the devil, taking him up into an high moun­
tain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time.

6 And the devil said unto him. All this power will 
I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is de­
livered unto me; and t<fwhomsoever I will I give it.

7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be 
thine.

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him. Get thee 
behind me, Satan : for it is written, Thou ahalt wor­
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.
III. An Appeal to a Nervous Sense (Luke 4).

9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him 
on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him. If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from 
hence:

10 For it is written. He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee:

11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

12 And Jesus answering said unto him. It is said. 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

18 And when the devil had ended all the tempta­
tion. he departed from him for a season.
IV. Using the Means of Safety (1 Corinthians 10).

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such 
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able ; 
but will with the temptation awo make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
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1. An Appeal to a Physical Need. At 
the time of his temptation, Jesus had 
fasted and suffered physical hunger. 
Therefore Satan made his bodily needs the 
first point of attack; and suggested that, 
if he were the Son of God, he could super- 
naturally supply his wants with bread. 
But Jesus answered that man should not 
live by bread alone; that life does not 
consist in the supply of its necessities; that 
life does not inhere in food at all but can 
be had only by the word of God.

2. An Appeal to a Worldly Ambition. 
This was perhaps the peak of the tempt­
ation, as an appeal to desire. About this 
point gathered all the misconceptions of 
the Messiah which Jesus encountered; for 
so many people were looking for a world 
ruler instead of a spiritual redeemer. 
There is in the human heart a natural am­
bition for position and honor. The devil 
could supply the kingdoms of this world, 
for he is “the prince of this world.”

3. An Appeal to a Nervous Sense. 
From the pinnacle of the temple, the devil 
bade Christ cast himself down, quoting the 
Scripture which gives God’s promise of pro­
tection and safetv. It was an appeal to 
fear, about which cluster many of the 
severest temptations we have to face. To 
this class belong trials and afflictions, hard­
ships and difficulties to be endured for 
Christ. Jesus replies to the tempter that 
God’s promises are no ground for a pre­
sumptuous reliance upon him; that God will 
come to the help of those who fall, but 
they who deliberately plunge may not ex­
pect divine assistance.

4. Using a Means of Safety. Chris­
tians are urged to be careful and not over­
confident. They should remember that, 
when they are tempted or tried, their 
temptations are the same as those which 
have, and do, come to all men. Do not 
think that yours are greater than or dif­
ferent from those of others. God is faith­
ful to you, and will not allow you to suffer 
more than you can bear. When you are in 
a dilemma, and cannot see the way out, he 
provides a means of escape, just as he did 
for the Israelites at the Red Sea. He per­
mits us to be tried but will not allow the 
trial to exceed our ability to bear and en­
dure.

-------------------------------------- --------------A
DAILY READINGS

January 31 to February 6
' .. , 

Monday, January 31
Read Matthew 25: 14-30—PARABLE OF TH*" 

TALENTS
•For unto .vary one that hath ehall be rfv.n, 

and he shall have abundance; but from him that 
hath not, even that which he hath ehall be taken 
away.”

There are many advantages and benefits 
to be derived from having a margin of re­
sources in life. In business, he who has 
money can get money. The man who has 
honors, can win honors. He who is em­
ployed, can easily get work. And so in 
every phase of life. To every one, there 
Como's at least some opportunity to accumu­
late a reserve of resources; and it is in­
variably graduated to one’s ability to use 
it. Opportunities for service to others are 
entrustments. We are trustees, or stewards, 
of our chances. How are we using them? 
The primary idea in stewardship is that of 
duty to God, not of service to ourselves or 
even to other people. It is not a policy of 
life, adopted to win the esteem of man­
kind or to enrich oneself. It does not 
propose to achieve a good name among men, 
but only to lay up a good reputation with 
the Master. It is the recognition and dis­
charge of one’s privileges and opportuni­
ties for service to Christ in serving one's 
fellowmen; and affords pleasure in being an 
obligation. The use or disuse of what we 
have determines our fitness for things we 
have not, or else marks us as unworthy to 
hold what we already possess.

May we be faithful in the use of every 
opportunity for service to God.

Tuesday, February 1
Read Psalm 50: 1-12—GOD THE OWNER OF ALL 

For every beast of the forest is mine, and the 
cattle on a thousand hills.”

God is the maker of everything in which 
material values inhere or reside. The soil, 
light and water; air, ether and gravita­
tion, are all the products of his energy and 
power. These are elements which are com­
pounded in all the various forms of pro­
duction. God’s title is, therefore, older 
than man’s. It dates from the beginning. 
It is prior to every other claim, just as an 
original entry takes precedence over every 
other later deed to a tract of land. God 
is the creator of all forms of life, in which 

the production of wealth essentially con­
sists. Money is a medium of exchange. It 
is not the basis of it. That which has life 
in it, and that only, forms the foundation 
of prosperity and riches. It is the creation 
of values which determines wealth. The 
orchardist, who makes a hundred fruit 
trees grow where one grew before; the 
farmer, who makes a hundred grains of 
corn where one existed before, are producers 
of values. But even their title to produc­
tion is not absolute because God is the 
original producer.

May we acknowledge God as the maker 
and owner of everything.

Wednesday, February 2
Read Malachi 3: 7-12—-RECOGNIZING GOD’S 

CLAIMS
“Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 

If I will not open you the windows of keaven.”

We are not God’s partners in the owner­
ship of things, for his title is absolute. But 
we are his partners in the management and 
control of his estates which are entrusted 
to us. He is the general manager, and we 
are the assistant managers. Then, to what 
have we any title? Much every way. That 
is ours which has been produced under our 
hands after the owner has been recognized 
in the profits and benefits. We own noth­
ing in fee simple, except Jesus Christ. But 
having him, we own everything. “All are 
yours; and ye are Christ’s and Christ is 
God’s.” However, possession extends to 
that only which we can and do enjoy. He 
has given us all things richly to enjoy. 
There are many people who have much but 
enjoy nothing; and hence they own noth­
ing. “Poverty is the want of much; but 
avarice is the want of everything.” There 
is a vast difference between holding and 
having. Many of the Indians in Oklahoma 
lived poorly on waste lands until the dis­
covery of oil made them millionaires. It 
is one thing to have what cannot be used, 
and another to have it where it can be en­
joyed. God challenges his stewards to 
prove him, to try him out and see if he 
will not abundantly bless those x#o recog­
nize his ownership rights. All the windows 
of heaven are open to those who do so; and 
since heaven is so vast and rich in'love and 
power, how wide must be its windows and 
how great must be the volume of blessings 
that can pour through them!

May we put God and his kingdom first 
in all our affairs, and acclaim him owner 
and Lord of all.

Thursday, February 3
Read Proverbs 3: 1-10—STEWARDSHIP 

REWARDED
Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with 

the first fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty.”

There is a stewardship of production as 
well as of distribution. We owe it to God 
to recognize him as the maker of our pro­
ducts, as well as the recipient of the own­
er’s share. He can be honored with our 
substance, as with our time and our talents, 
our characters and lives. Put God first in 
the accumulation, as well as in the use, of 
wealth. Abram would not allow the king 
of Sodom to give him as much as a shoe 
string as a reward for having brought back 
the captives and spoils from the invading 
eastern kings, lest it might be said that the 
king of Sodom had made him wealthy. He 
did not want anything, in the getting of 
which God could not be honored. We should 
observe God’s law of labor, and work six 
days, resting on the seventh. We should 
seek his counsel in Idling out our plans for 
the increase of our possessions. Then put 
God first in the use of what we have. He 
is not honored, but dishonored, when he is 
put last, or put off, or pushed aside. The 
son shows disrespect for his aged father, 
and disgraces himself, «vho feeds him at a 
side table with a pewter plate and a wooden 
spoon. The tithe to God is a principle, 
rather than a law, and is a working min­
imum of stewardship. Take out God’s part 
first. Recognize the superiority and priority 
of his claim. Let the distribution be made 
under auspices associated with the name of 
Jesus Christ so he may be actually honored 
by it. The churches, for the most part, are 
the agencies through which God’s part 
should be given him. A purely private 
beneficence, in which the donor only is 
known, may reflect to his honor but not 
usually to the glory of God. God gets 
nothing except that which glorifies him be­
fore men. Those who honor God with theif' 
substance will be honored of him in their 
substance: they shall have plenty, whether 
a great abundance—does not matter; but 
they will have enough.

May we strive to glorify Christ in what 
we have, as well as in what we may do, for 
him.
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Friday, February 4
Read 2 Corinthian* •: 1-9—IDEAL STEWARDS 

OF MONEY
"Their deep poverty abounded unto the riche* 

of their libarality."
Paul appeals to the Corinthians for a 

generous response to the call for funds with 
which to relieve the needy condition of the 
Christians in Jerusalem, by referring to the 
exceedingly great liberality toward that 
cause on the part of the churches in Mace­
donia. The example of the newer, weaker 
mission churches was held up before the 
church at Corinth as an incentive to special 
generosity on the part of its members. 
This was not the highest motive to which 
appeals are to be made, yet it is one which 
can be rightly and profitably employed to 
produce a healthy rivalry among people in 
doing good. It placed honor upon those 
who had done nobly and worthily. It was a 

-public recognition by the great apostle of 
praiseworthy effort made by the Macedon­
ians who had practiced rigid economy that 
they might give liberally. Their liberality 
was as generous as their means were 
limited. The less they had, the more they 
gave. And it is so: that the generosity of 
givers who have scanty material resources 
usually far excels that of many rich men 
who give even much larger amounts. The 
real test of the stewardship of money is 
the desire to use it for oneself; and that is 
oftentimes determined by the number of 
opportunities for such use of it which arise. 
Frequently men are liberal until they be­
come wealthy; then they find so many uses 
for their money that they become propor­
tionately less generous; and sometimes 
actually give less than they did when they 
were poor.

May we practice self-denial to the extent 
of practicing economy in order to contribute 
our spare means to the Lord's cause.

Saturday, February 5
Read 1 Peter 4: 7-11—STEWARDSHIP OF GRACE 

“According as each hath received a gift, minister­
ing it among yourselves, as good steward* of the 
manifold grace of God.”

There are diversities of gifts among 
Christians; one being qualified for one ser­
vice, and another for something else. There 
are gifts of healing, teaching, exhortation, 
ministries, and so on. But al! are gifts of 
the Holy Spirit and are divine graces. Each 
usipgf his gift for God’s glory, all become 
good stewards of the manifold, or many­

sided, grace of God. He needs different 
sorts of labor done, and requires varying 
qualifications on the part of laborers in his 
vineyard. Faithfulness in the use of one’s 
gift is expected of the stewards of God’s 
graces. The stewardship of these gifts, 
virtues, righteous and worthy abilities, is 
more important than that of money. One 
who has a sweet voice ought to consider him­
self or herself as the steward of that gift 
and use it for God’s glory. Have you the 
gift of speech? Use it for God, whether 
you become a preacher or not. Orators do 
not need to become ordained to the ministry 
in order to exercise their powers of elo­
quence in the Lord’s cause. Whatever 
worthy gift you have is from God, and you 
are his steward in the use of it. Even 
righteousness itself is a grace, or the gift 
of God, nnd is a ground of stewardship.

May God grant that we shall be faithful 
stewards of the gifts and graces which he 
has bestowed upon us.

Sunday, February 6
Read 2 Corinthian* 9: 6-16—GIVING 

CHEERFULLY
“Let onch man do according a* he hath purposed 

in hi* heart; not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.”

Paul here states the spirit of Christian 
giving, irrespective of the merits of the 
object to which the donations are made. It 
is not a matter of the pull of the appealing 
interests and causes, but more especially a 
thing of the push of the giver’s spirit and 
motive. Let every man purpose in his 
heart what he will do. This principle is 
fundamental. Because of a disregard of it, 
churches and causes languish and go beg­
ging. Let giving be a conviction spiritually 
conceived and intellectually arrived at. Then 
there will be a purpose, according to the 
ability, to give. “Not grudgingly”; for 
that is giving by impulse; without sufficient 
intelligence or conviction of duty to justify 
the giver in what he has done. “Not of 
necessity”; for that is giving in order to 
keep up appearances of liberality, to keep 
pace with others in the amount of giving, 
or in maintaining a standard of liberality: 
or because one has bound himself in a 
pledge or promise and must do as he said, 
though he regrets having said it! Let 
givers give because they want to. God 
wants the giver.

May we be willing to give, and give will­
ingly, to the Lord.

Lesson 6——February 6

The Practice of Chris­
tian Stewardship

Read Matthew 25: 14-30
Devotional Reading—2 Corinthians 9: 

6-11.
Golden Text—Thou hast been faithful over 

a few things, I will set thee over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. Matthew 25: 21.

In this parable Jesus atate<! the true principle* of 
promotion not only arnotuc the *ubjocta in the king­
dom of God but also among men of affairs in the 
work of the world.

Lesson Text
Matthew 25: 14-28

I. Distribution of Rmponaibilitle*.
14 For the kingdom of heaven. is a* a man 

travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another 
two, and to another one; to every man according to 
his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
IL Faithfulness Rewarded.

16 Then he that had received the five talents went 
and traded with the same, and made them other five 
talents.

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also 
gained other two.

18 But he that had received ono went and digged 
in the earth, and hid his lord's money.

19 After a long time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20 And so he that had received five talents came 
and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou 
delivercdst unto me five talents: behold, 1 have gained 
beside them five talents more.

21 His lord said unto him Well, done, thou good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou Into the joy of thy lord.

22 He also that had received two talents came and 
said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: be­
hold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23 His lord said unto him. Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
III. Unfaithfulness Punished.

24 Then he which had received the one talent came 
and said. Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard 
man, reaping where thou hast not sowtA and gath­
ering where thou hast not strawed: <

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent 
in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26 His lord answered and said unto him. Thou 
wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest.that I reap 
where I sowed not, and gather where I have not 
strawed:

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money 
to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should 
have received mine own with usury.

28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it 
unto him which hath ten talents.

Lesson Comment
1. Distribution of Responsibilities. 

Every thing belongs to God. He is both an 
absolute and a universal sovereign. He owns 
both his servants and the goods entrusted 
to their keeping. Christians are stewards 
of Christ, who has purchased them with 
his own blood and who owns all that they 
possess. He gives to each of them op­
portunities for service according to his 
ability. He knows what each can do. He 
only knows, for his servants themselves do 
not know what they can do until they have 
tried. He leaves them free to use their 
opportunities as they wilt

2. Faithfulness Rewarded. LeUevery 
man bear in mind that a reckoning [will be 
made by Christ, and all must give \an ac­
count of himself to God. Trusteeshipneces- 
sarily has a limited term. It expires some­
time. The faithful servants will be able to 
make a good report, and to bring both the 
trust funds and the increase earned by the 
profitable use of them. Then each will be 
rewarded according to his works,—what he 
has done. He was given talents according 
to his ability; but he will be given pro­
motion according to his deeds. The ratio 
of increase will determine the scale of ad­
vancement.

3. Unfaithfulness Punished. The un­
faithful steward regards his lord as austere 
and unreasonable. The dishonest debtor 
says the creditor is hard on him when pay­
day comes. A sense of unpaid obligation, 
which he would avoid if he could, leads him 
to attribute to the creditor the very charac­
teristics of meanness which are in him­
self. Still unfaithfulness may not be sheer 
dishonesty; just as the faithless servant 
brought his lord’s money and gave it back 
to him, saying, “Lo, there thou hast that 
is thine.” Some people who would not 
take by stealth will yet take by disuse. It 
is a flimsy excuse which a faithless servant 
makes when he argues his lord’s austerity 
on the day of reckoning. If he regarded 
him as a hard master, why did he not say so 
before? If he would not use the talent 
himself, why would he not let somebody 
else use it? Why not sublet it? He does 
not deserve to be trusted with anything else, 
but to have his talent and stewardship, his 
opportunities, taken away from him, and 
given to one who will employ them wisely.
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DAILY READINGS
February 7 to February 13

•►
Monday, February 7

Read Ephesians 5: 25 to 6: 4—MAKING OUR 
HOMES CHRISTIAN

"Ye also severally love each one his own wile 
even as himself: and let the wife see that she fear 
her husband."

Polygamy is prohibited under the Chris­
tian law, because no man can love two 
women as himself, and no woman can fear 
two husbands! The relationship between 
husband and wife constitutes the basis of 
home life. It is not the relations of either 
to their children or to the parents of either. 
Because of this, a man will leave his own 
parents and brothers and sisters and cleave 
to his wife; and the wife leaves her parents, 
kins-people and friends and cleaves to her 
husband. The husband should love his own 
wife, even as he loves himself. Wives 
should respect their husbands; recognizing 
their authority in the home. According to 
the New Testament teachings, she does not 
share equally with the husband in domestic 
authority. The modern idea of “Woman’s 
rights,” in the practice of extremists and 
fanatics, is proving disastrous to the home 
life of our country. The Scriptural order 
cannot be reversed without suffering severe 
damages.

May God grant that we shall have more 
Christian homes, and homes that are more 
Christian.

Tuesday, February 8 
Read Deuteronomy 6: 4-12—TEACHING CHIL­

DREN THE BIBLE
"And thou shall teach them diligently unto thy 

children, and shall talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house."

The commandments of God are the 
greatest heritage of his people. God’s word 
is the most precious legacy which parents 
can leave to their children. It is the ut­
most wisdom to inculcate right principles 
in the minds and hearts of children before 
their acquaintance with the world has in­
troduced them to wrong ideals and asso­
ciates. They should be fortified against sin 
by counsel and training in the word of 
God. To the value of a pious example 
before their children, parents should add 
the worth of definite and positive instruc­
tion in righteousness. Moral precepts and 
spiritual truths are worth infinitely more 

in preparing the little ones for life than 
literature or science. Put the Bible first 
in their esteem and thinking. It should be 
read and studied daily in every home. Its 
truths and teachings should be made sub­
jects of conversation by the fireside.

May the Bible and the family altar be 
the center of our home life and the chief 
factor in the training of our children.

Wednesday, February 9
Read Proverb* 3: 1-10—PROMISES TO GODLY 

CHILDREN
"In all thy way* acknowledge him, and he ahall 

direct thy paths."
Wisdom directs her children to trust God 

and to look to him for guidance and not to 
lean on their own understanding. It is pru­
dent for one to look to wiser heads for ad­
vice and counsel. It is gross imprudence 
for children to think they know enough to 
handle their own affairs properly: or to ig­
nore reliable information about anything as 
to its nature and effects, depending upon 
their own experience to teach them. It 
would be folly for a child to touch a red-hot 
poker which he has been forbidden to han­
dle: he would be far better off to learn by 
counsel, instead of experience, that it will 
inflict intense pain. Young people should 
acknowledge God in all their ways, in their 
amusements, their interests, their studies, 
their relations and companions. They 
should seek to know God’s will, and not 
merely to get his permission to have their 
own way. Let not young people imagine 
that God approves all he allows them to do. 
They had better try to find out what he 
wills, rather than what he forbids. He 
promises to give them direction, where to 
go, how to act and what to do.

Let us look to God for wisdom, and let 
him determine all our ways.

Thursday, February 10
Read 2 Timothy 3: 14-17—TIMOTHY'S TEACHING 

“From a babe, thou hast known the sacred writ­
ings which are able to make thee wise unto salva­
tion through faith which is in Jesus Christ."

Paul assured Timothy that the sacred 
writings which had been taught him from 
his infancy were able to make him wise 
unto the salvation which is by faith in Je­
sus Christ. As was the case with Moses, 
his religious training started in babyhood. 
The modern “Bedtime stories” are not in 
the class with the Bible, either in human 
interest or spiritual values. Tell the little 
tots Bible narratives as they tumble into 

bed and call for a story. Timothy was not 
taught salvation, but was taught unto it, 
or up to it. Soul-winning is comparatively 
easy in homes where the Bible has been 
taught and the children are acquainted with 
the fundamental truths of God’s word. 
Timothy had, of course, access to the Old 
Testament only, but that was a sufficient 
testimony, since it was rightly taught him, 
to lay upon his heart the truth concerning 
Jesus, the Messiah. There is an amazing 
ignorance of the Old Testament among the 
Jews today. Those who diligently study 
and teach the Old Testament to their chil­
dren are in a fair way to become Chris­
tian, for it is capable of making one wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Jesus Christ.

May we properly value the early train­
ing of children in the word of God.

Friday, February 11
Read John 11: 1-6—THE HOME OF LAZARUS 

“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Laxaru*."

That was a lovely, godly home in Beth­
any where Mary, Martha and their brother 
Lazarus lived, and into which Jesus loved 
to go so often, and where he was always 
cordially received. The Christian home is 
the social center, and the chief factor in the 
development of a Christian brotherhood and 
community. The Christian home, where 
Jesus is the unseen guest and where the 
“extra chair” is set at the table for every 
meal; the home in which love is welcome 
and God’s Spirit’dwells; is the greatest 
single force on earth. In it there is a 
rendezvous from toil and stress, a reign of 
order and quiet, the absence of squabble 
and confusion. In it there is the fellow­
ship of kindred hearts in the closest possible 
relations in sacred precincts and in holy 
privacy. Guests are attracted and bene- 
fitted by the warmth of its spirit and the 
sweetness of its atmosphere. Such homes 
are the bulwarks of civilization, of evan­
gelization and the betterment of mankind 
in every way.

May our homes be open to Ch^st at all 
times and may his presence in them be felt 
continually.

Saturday, February 12'
Rend Genesi* IS: 16-21—ABRAHAM’S 

HOUSEHOLD
“For I have known him. to the end that he may 

command hi* children and hi* household after him, 
that they may keep the way of the Lord.”

Abraham was recognized by Jehovah as 
a man of strong character, an imperial per­
sonality, commanding but yet not domineer­
ing, qualified to be the progenitor and head 
of a people to be set apart unto Jehovah. 
He was not weak in the administration of 
his household and domestics. He could re­
produce his spirit and ideals in all who 
were under his authority. But his fitness 
as a patriarch consisted in the fact that he 
ordered his family and domestics in the 
way of Jehovah. His line was preserved 
as far as the tide of influence, which be­
gan in him, continued in his descendants. 
Not every God-fearing man has a godly 
home or a pious family. If he has not, 
whether it be his fault or not, there is no 
spiritual succession after him. His genera­
tions following him are not blessed in him.

May God give to husbands and fathers a 
greater sense of their responsibilities as 
heads of homes, and make them worthy of 
the promises and blessings of heaven.

Sunday, February 13
Read 1 Corinthian* 13—LOVE SUPREME 

Love never faileth.”

Every one who knows what love is, knows 
that it never fails. It is a fountain in the 
heart, fed by perennial springs, which is 
never dried up by drouths or destitution, 
nor choked up by opulence or the cares of 
life. It is not a superficial attachment 
which is dissolved when distresses come or 
material resources fail. It is that which 
binds husband and wife the more closely 
together when an evil hour strikes for 
either one of them. It is that which can 
survive even the shock of the sudden ap­
pearance of great wealth or honor. Social 
love, or the love of feilowmen, is imperish­
able if it be genuine and disinterested. It 
is not conditioned on the merits of those to 
whom it is shown, nor upon any apprecia­
tion of it at their hands. It abides upon 
the everlasting foundation that lies within 
the depths of one’s own heart who loves to 
love; and none can take away the privilege 
of doing so. This love is eternal. It fails 
not at death. It laughs in the face of the 
last foe. And in heaven, it finds new fields 
for its exercise and endless opportunities 
for its growth.

May the love that never faileth be the 
motive of all our thoughts and deeds.
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Lesson 7—February 13

Making Our Homes 
Christian

Read Ephesians 5: 25 to 6: 4
Devotional Reading 1 Corinthians 13: 

1-7
Golden Text—Let us love one another: 

for love is of God. 1 John 4:7

Love holds to its object with constant and un­
wavering tenacity. It may be cheated of its ends, 
but it is never robbed of its strength and power. It 
lives through evil as well as through good report. 
It is independent of the circumstances of those to 
whom it is given, whether they prosper or fail, 
achieve distinction or suffer infamy. In fact, in 
their adversity it finds a new stimulus to its strength 
and activity. To love one another is not the love of 
oneself by way of another: for love is of God; and 
is unselfish and disinterested.

Lesson Text
1. Husbands and Wives (Ephesians 5).

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blem­
ish.

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh ; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church:

80 For we are members of his body, of his fleph, 
and of his bones.

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh.

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church.

33 Nevertheless let every- one of you in particular 
so love his wife even as nnnsdf; and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband.
II. Parents and Children ^Ephesians 6).

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right.

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise;

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth.

4 And. ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and ad­
monition of the Lord.

Lesson Comment
1 . Husbands and Wives. Under the 

figure of the church with Christ as its head, 
Paul 'speaks of the relations which should 

exist between husbands and wives. He 
therefore sanctifies the bond of matrimony, 
and treats it as a holy and divine institution. 
Its similitude to the church, as a spiritual 
organization, indicates that it is itself a 
close organic union of two lives. They are 
one flesh, in case they are one spirit. They 
are joined in hand who are united in soul. 
The husband, therefore, ought to love the 
wife, giving her that affection and consider­
ation which his heart will prompt and pro­
mote. Since she is an organic part of him­
self in the marriage bond, to nurture her 
is to sustain himself. And the wife should 
reverence or respect the husband; and ought 
to recognize his authority, as well as his 
responsibilities, in the home. Let not the 
wife annul or neutralize the husband’s 
discipline or rule of the household by criti­
cisms or ridicule. Let there be mutual 
love, sympathy, co-operation and helpfulness 
between them. Let each strive to please 
the other rather than oneself; and toil and 
suffer together for the building of the 
home and for the strengthening of the tie 
which binds them together.

2 . Parents and Children. Children 
ought to render obedience to their parents; 
willingly, if possible; but uncomplainingly, 
in any event. They should honor both 
father and mother, not one to the dishonor 
of the other. But, of course, it is to parents 
“in the Lord” that obedience in everything 
is commanded. There are parents who are 
not in the Lord, whom’to obey would be 
disobedience to the Lord. The duty to par­
ents does not supersede one’s obligations 
to God nor one’s personal conviction of 
righteousness. Respect for parents even 
though they may be unworthy, is a virtue 
which underlies and undergirds an honor­
able career and a long life in the world. 
It means the possession of those sterling 
qualities of character which are necessary 
to the respect and confidence of one’s fellow­
men upon which health and happiness, 
wealth and honor rest. Fathers should not 
“provoke their children to wrath,” that 
is, should not give them occasion to blame 
them for lack of discipline or counsel; or 
give them cause ever to censure them for 
neglect or indifference. But by precept and 
example, let the parents bring up the child­
ren in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.
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DAILY READINGS
February 14 to February 20

4- ■ ---------* -■ ■ ...................... ..... .
Monday, February 14

Read Acta 21 42-47—SERVING IN AND THROUGH 
THE CHURCH

“And all that believed were together, and had all 
thine* common."

A church is an organized body of bap­
tized believers in Christ,—not believers in 
themselves or in each other, except that 
their faith in Jesus brings them into con­
fidential and fraternal relations with one 
another. It is therefore fundamentally 
different from fraternal orders which ex­
ist among men, which are based on moral 
tenets or principles, because it is founded on 
a Person and is composed of those only 
who believe on him and are spiritually 
united with him. Loyality to the Person, 
Jesus Christ, is far more than fealty to 
any thing which he did or said, or to a 
code of moral precepts from whatsoever 
source they are derived or by whomsoever 
they may be formulated. This is so be­
cause Jesus is the Truth, not in the ab­
stract but in the concrete. Faith in him, 
then, is the only condition for a permanent 
brotherhood among men. When Peter con­
fessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son 
of God, the Master said to him that “on 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of destruction shall not prevail against 
it” It is able to survive all disasters and 
emergencies. A community of faith among 
Christians, which means confidence in one 
another, is a condition which is most favor­
able for mutual service and helpfulness.

May we find in the church our highest 
Christian fellowship.

Tuesday, February 15
Read Acts 13: 1-12—SPIRIT PROMPTED 

SERVICE
“The Holy Spirit *aid, Separate me Barnaba* and 

Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”
The church at Antioch in Syria was 

largely made up of men and women who 
were deeply spiritual and highly efficient. 
The Holy Spirit can readily communicate a 
special word to those with whom he is in 
regular and constant communion and com­
munication. The call for Barnabas and 
Saul to engage ins a particular mission 
came as a result of an abounding spiritual 
life on the part of the church as a whole. 
A Spirit filled church is a Spirit called 

church: it becomes a missionary body, 
evangelistic and virile. The test of spirit­
ual vitality in a church is its production 
of preachers and missionaries or special 
workers in the Lord’s cause. The Holy 
Spirit calls men, individually and directly; 
as he announced to the church at Antioch 
that he had called Barnabas and Saul to 
a special work. Then he asks the church 
to recognize his calls to the persons whom 
he names: in order to place the power 
and support of the whole body of believers 
behind his special servants; and also be­
cause, in ratifying the Spirit’s call, the 
church makes it its own call to the workers 
and identifies itself with them in their 
labors. This recognition is made by form­
ally setting them apart to the work to which 
the Spirit calls them, and by releasing them 
from other obligations and duties that they 
may attend fully upon the call.

May we pray that the Lord will thrust 
forth more laborers into his harvest, and 
lay upon our churches the deeper sense of 
duty to send out all whom the Spirit calls.

Wednesday; Feburary 16
Read Isaiah S2: 1-12—EXALTED WORK OF 

THE CHURCH
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 

of him that bringeth good tidings."
Isaiah prophesied concerning the “Good 

Tidings” or the “Good-spell” or gospel; and 
concerning the mission of the churches as 
its bearers and messengers. But it is 
through the members and representatives 
of the churches that the message of Good 
News is to be published. What are good 
tidings? They consist in news of good, 
information concerning benefits that are 
available and of blessings to be obtained. 
The bearers of such a word occupy an 
exalted position, which is as high as their 
message is important. The heralds of Christ 
are the King’s couriers who carry the 
royal word of God to the distant realms of 
the world. They bear the glad tidings of 
reconcilation to God through Jesus Christ; 
and their feet are lifted by the message 
they proclaim to the tops of the mountains 
and the most exalted places among men. 
It was because of the words of wisdom and 
foresight which Joseph uttered in the pres­
ence of the king, that Pharaoh made him 
premier of Egypt, placed his signet ring on 
his finger and made him to ride in the sec­
ond chariot of the empire before which the 
criers ran and called out to all spectators
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and bystanders, “Bow the knee.” Glorious 
indeed is the mission of those who publish 
peace and reconciliation to God, fellowship 
and fraternity, love and good will, among 
all mankind!

May God help us to be worthy messengers 
of the glorious gospel of the Son of God.

Thursday, February 17
Read Acta 1: 1-11—THE HOLY SPIRIT AND 

WITNESSING
“Ye shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses."

The Holy Spirit, working in the hearts of 
believers, is an enduement of power for ser­
vice. He is the dynamic of God; the di­
vine energy which is indispensable to the 
labors of his people for him. The power of 
the Holy Spirit, or spiritual power, is the 
tsst of the individual Christian life and of 
the efficiency of the churches. It is not 
mere organization, but the manifest pres­
ence of the Holy Spirit, which makes a life 
or a church a force for righteousness. The 
disciples of Jesus faced a big task, trying 
ordeals and vast problems. They were not 
equal to those things. They felt the need 
of such powerful intervention as they con­
sidered Christ capable of, following his 
resurrection from the dead and the position 
of confidence and esteem in the eyes of man­
kind to which it would probably exalt him. 
But their idea of a messianic kingdom was 
weakness on their part. It was puerile, 
petty, insignificant and unworthy. It was 
they who were to be his witnesses, but they 
could testify to him only by the power of 
the Holy Spirit who would enlighten them 
not only, but those also to whom they wit­
nessed of Christ. There is power in en­
lightenment, which affords one the ability 
to use power which is already in existence, 
and which gives one a point of contact with 
the source of it not previously made. The 
result of the Spirit's infilling in the hearts 
of believers is a witnessing on their part 
to Christ. The office and work of the Spirit 
himself is to take the things of Christ and 
show them unto us; and hence his presence 
in our lives makes us live and witness for 
Jesus.

May we rely upon the Holy Spirit for 
power and wisdom, guidance and courage, 
that we may, be faithful witnesses for 
Christ.

Friday, February 18
Read Matthew 18: 15-20—PROMOTING HARMONY 

IN THE CHURCH
“Where two or thr^e are fathered together in 

my name, there am 1 in the midst of them."
Unity, peace and harmony among Chris­

tians in their social relations as church 
members is the condition upon which Jesus 
will be present in their midst. Where there 
is division and strife, he will not abide. He 
may be concealed in the hearts of parties 
to a contention, but upon their meeting to­
gether he can not attend. He promises, 
however, to be present in gatherings where 
kind and kindred hearts are united in the 
bonds of faith and love. The place of such 
a meeting is entirely unimportant. Where 
God is, an open field is the house of Jehovah 
and the gate of heaven. He dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands. The number of 
people assembled is likewise unimportant,_ 
where two or three.” God’s presence in an 

assembly is certainly not to be indicated by 
the multitude of people gathered together. 
He is present in that company, be it large 
or small, which consists of hearts united 
in spirit and in purpose to worship and 
serve him. His promise even disdains num­
bers, but indicates special application to the 
few, because among them, more easily than 
in the larger crowd, a oneness in him can 
be maintained by them. And it is condi­
tioned not on their relations to each other 
as attendants upon worship but upon their 
separate relations to him as the sole ob­
ject of worship. Therefore all divisions, 
strife, and estrangements in the church 
should be healed and effectually removed, 
lest Christ be not found in the midst of her.

May we claim the promises of Christ, 
though our numbers be few and our 
strength feeble, on the ground of a united 
fellowship with him.

Saturday, February 19
Read Colossian* 1: 9-23—CHRIST THE HEAD 

OF THE CHURCH
J hrad of lhe body. the church:

who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead."
Christ is the head of the church. He is 

the founder. He is its “beginning,” because 
he is the “first-born from the dead.” His 
resurrection proved his Messiahship and 
headship, his lordship and pre-eminence, his 
primacy and supremacy. The church is 
based on him,—not on his teaching only, 
nor on any institution or agency which he 
called into existence. He is the Alpha and 

the Omega, the first and the last, which 
means that he is all there is between the 
two: he is “all and in all.” He is the head, 
also, as the seat and source of authority in 
the church. He is its wisdom and intelli­
gence, its guiding and directing power. So 
his prophetic office is manifest in the life of 
the church through the teaching work which 
he has committed to it. He is the head as 
the fountain of life and power. He is the 
foremost member of the body,—that by 
which all the other members are judged and 
governed. One’s head indicates what he is 
in his entirety. As the head goes, so goes 
the whole body.

Let us thank God that we have a risen, 
glorified head in Christ, and that, as mem­
bers of his body, we, too, shall be raised in­
corruptible unto an everlasting oneness with 
him.

Sunday, February 20
Read Ephesian* 3: 14-21-PAUL’S PRAYER FOR 

THE CHURCH
“That ye may be strengthened with power 

through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith.”

Paul prays for the church at Ephesus, 
thinking of the collective life of its mem­
bers. A church filled with good people is a 
good church, whether in the great city or in 
the remote corners of the country. Church 
power is the sum of the spiritual life of all 
its constituent parts. It is the members 
that make a church; just as it is the people 
who make a community,—not its real es­
tate or its natural resources. Paul thought 
of the individual member rather than of the 
church as a whole; but in his concern and 
prayer for every member, or the units sev­
erally, he included the entire body. The 
familiar adage illustrates the principle: 
“Take care of the dimes, and the dollars 
will take care of themselves.” Thought for 
the units of a body is thought for the whole. 
Let us think of our church in terms of its 
members severally. A spiritual body should 
be spiritually strong, not frail and deli­
cate. It should have power in the inward 
man, rather than in an outward and dig­
nified appearance. It consists in the set of 
the soul to the winds and tides of life, the 
strength of its spirit, its love, its faith, its 
courage and zeal.

Let us pray that we shall be ^strength­
ened with power through the Spirit in the 
inward man that Christ may dwell in our 
hearts through faith.

Lesson 8—February 20

Serving In and Through 
the Church

Read Matthew 5: 13-16; Acts 2: 42-47
Devotional Reading—Ephesians 3:14- 
21

Golden Text—We are God's fellow workers. 
1 Corinthians 3: 9.

God is a worker. Activity in the law of his crea­
tion. Nature everywhere show* the presence of a 
supernatural and tireless intelligence and energy. 
There can be no fellowship with God in idleness or 
meanness. He is not present anywhere in the 
realms of indolence or unrighteousness. But there is 
fellowship with him in such work as he does. So 
we must concern ourselves in his business, rather 
than in our own affairs that are not included in his 
fields of activity. When we make his interests our 
supreme object, and co-operate with him instead of 
trying to get him to work with us, we shall enjoy 
his presence and fellowship in life and in labor.

Lessofi Text
I. The Christian Influence (Matthew 5).

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted T 
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is 
set on an hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.
II. The Christian Fellowship (Acts 2).

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of brefd, 
and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
III. The Christian Community (Acts 2).

44 And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ;

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all tarn, as every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.

Lesson Comment
1. The Christian Influence. Christians 

ought to make their lives count for the most 
possible for Christ. They are like* the salt
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