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Blue
By ALICE CROWELL HOFFMAN

I sometimes wonder what we’d do 
If God should take away the blue 
That makes our days more precious fai 
Than even kingly jewels are.

The boundless blue of heaven’s dome 
That canopies alike the home 
Of prince and pauper, lord and slave, 
The bustling mart and quiet grave.

The field of blue beset with stars 
That gleam above the crimson bars 
Within our country’s banner fair— 
Oh, aren't you glad God put it there?

The blue of the forget-me-not 
That deigns to grace a garden plot. 
The larkspur and the iris, loo, 
Make one exclaim, “Thank God for blue.

But after arf is said and done 
The finest blue beneath the sun 
Our Father,'great, and good, and wise. 
Has still reserved for babies’ eyes.
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A Cheerful Receiver
By DKLPHlA PHILLIPS

; also a cheerful receiver.
then out of the window which framed an 
exquisite view of the bay, with a back­
ground of hills, “and it's lovely to eat in 
a house once more. These biscuits are what 
we southern people love. Like my own 
lovely mother used to make for us. We lived 
in a big house then, and entertained almost 
every day. But I mustn't romance about 
those days.”

When the meal was finished and they sat 
in the cozy living room, Caroline looked 
ruefully at her shabby hat on the table.

“Do you know, I came very near buying 
a new hat today?” she stated, with a little 
touch of sadness barely discernible in her 
tones. “I did want one so badly. But I 
refrained. We really can’t afford it you 
know.”

Miss Cummins looked at her strangely, 
also attentively. A sudden thought had 
come to her; a rather daring thought that 
made her catch her breath a bit, for she 
was a timid person. Those beautiful, dark 
red rosebuds in their little nests of lace, 
the touch of the same rich red about the 
brim of the hat, she had just trimmed, and 
Caroline Bishop’s thick, glossy black tres­
ses, her wonderful dark eyes! How they 
would all harmonize! She knew Caroline’s 
southern pride. Dared she risk offering 
her that hat? Not for worlds would she 
hurt the girl’s feelings.

With a fervent prayer for guidance, she 
took the hat down from the shelf in the 
closet. Diffidently she held it out for Caro­
line to see. After all, though it was of such 
good material, perhaps Caroline would not 
admire it. She felt a sudden sense of depre­
ciation of herself as a milliner.

But Caroline exclaimed over it, in almost 
passionate admiration. It was a really 
beautiful hat.

“If you can wear it, you may have it,” 
timidly offered Miss Cummins. Then she 
shyly explained that it was not becoming to 
her.

Caroline’s eyes widened and their color 
deepened. Her lips parted, and a flush 
warmed her olive skin. “I’d love it,” she 
said, reaching out eager hands. In a flut-

God loves a cheerful ffiver,

ISS Cummins laid down the hat she 
had been trimming, with a sigh of 
disappointment. She had just tried 

it on, and there was no mistaking the fact 
that it was not becoming. “It seems a pity 
after I had put so much work on it,” she 
murmured. “Time, and everything else 
wasted. I wonder what I can do with it 
now.”

She was blue and discouraged as she sat 
looking at her wasted efforts, but at last, 
she put the hat away, resolved to put the 
thought of it out of her mind. “No use 
worrying over what can’t be helped,” she 
decided. “Little Mrs. Bishop is coming 
for tea, and I must try to make things 
pleasant for her. However, that poor lit­
tle soul manages, I can’t see. Six children, 
and only her husband’s wages. Living in 
a tent, and cooking for all of them on a 
camp fire. And so pleasant and cheerful 
about it, too.”

When Caroline Bishop came for tea, in 
Miss Cummins’ pretty little cottage, her 
big creole eyes were wonderfully bright. 
She was a very young woman, in spite of 
her family cares, and as happy as her 
youngest with a new toy, over this chance 
to slip away for one time without bring­
ing any of them along. The older ones 
had promised to look after small Winnie, 
and Caroline felt safe.

The pretty tea-table, the dainty china, 
the delicious hot biscuits and jam, brought 
an even greater glow to her unusually ex­
pressive face. Beauty in every form ap­
pealed to her, and she could contrive to see 
it everywhere, even if she lived in a crowded 
tent, where there was no place to put things, 
or to hang them up. “We are always wrin­
kled there,” she laughingly explained. 
Fortunately, housekeeping cares were not 
many in a tent, and Caroline could watch 
the sunsets on the bay, or go for a row 
with her husband, when he came home from 
work. “The children are all good, and 
wtfll, bless their little hearts,” was one of 
her cheerful comments.

“It*is like a story out of a book,” she 
said, glancing appreciatively about her, 

ter of joy she set the exquisite thing of 
lace and rosebuds on her dark head. It 
seemed as if the hat was made for her. 
All the warm, glowing tints in her face 
responded to the colors in the hat. “But 
I can’t take it from you; surely you can 
wear it,” she cried, conscience-stricken.

“I think I really made it for you,” an­
swered Mias Cummins, quietly. God knew 
how much you wanted a new hat, and he 
knew this kind of material was not suited 
to me, so he let me fashion it for you. May­
be you think this kind of talk is foolish, 
but I think he cares for everything that 
concerns us. If only you will just take it 
and wear it, I will be so glad.”

“You can’t imagine how much I wanted 
a new hat,” softly answered Caroline, with 
tears in her eyes. “I was so tempted to 
buy one, even when I knew we couldn’t af­
ford it. I knew if I asked my husband, he 
would feel so badly if he couldn’t get k for 
me, so I dared not speak to him about it. 
You know, he. does work so hard, and we 
adore each other even if we do have hard 
times. And love can make the hardest 
things sweet.

They went to prayer meeting together, 
and Caroline wore the new hat. One after 
another rose to speak of blessings received 
during the week, in answer to the preacher’s 
request. “I’d love to tell about my hat,” 
whispered Caroline, “but think I’d better 
not.”

Eager as a child, she waited for the hus­
band, who always managed to call for her, 
even if he did not get through work in time 
to come for the first part of the meeting. 
He was a plain man, but he was freshly 
shaved, and neatly dressed. There was a 
sort of gallantry in his manner as he waited 
at the door for his wife. This time, he had 
come too late to get in before the service 
closed. Caroline stepped out and laid a 
hand on his arm. He blinked uncertainly, 
in the dim light. “I—I came after my 
wife,” he stammered, looking uneadiy about 
him. Caroline’s ringing laugh way good to 
hear.

“I was sure he wouldn’t know his own 
wife in a new hat,” she said, gaily.

The man looked at her in wordless pride. 
She looked no older than the day she was 
made his bride, and to his eyes, far more 
beautiful than she had been, even then.

Caroline ran impulsively to Miss Cum­
mins and gave that astonished lady a warm 
kiss. “Thank you for being such a lovely 
giver,” she whispered.

“And thank you for being such a lovely 
receiver,” she answered.

Plants and Patience
By LILLIAN VELIE DUNHAM

“Yes, Maudie used to be very impatient," 
a mother was telling a-friend. “If she could 
not untie a knot at once, or if some slight 
accident happened to any toy she was play­
ing with, she would lose her temper. I was 
often in despair over curing such an un­
desirable habit.”

“But you did cure her,” replied the 
friend. “I don’t know of a child more 
amiable and self-controlled than Maudie. 
How did you bring about the change?”

“The plan was very’ simple, and I did 
not realize its value at first. I gave Maudie 
a box of soil and a few seed, telling her 
she might plant them if she would care for 
her tiny garden every day. To my satis­
faction the child was deeply interested at 
once. She carefuly planted the tiny seeds 
and watered them regularly each day. I 
soon recognized my opportunity to give her 
little nature study lessons when the tiny 
plant began to unfold.”

“But I don’t quite understand how you 
taught her patience,” interposed the friend 
mildly.

“That was easy,” smiled the mother. 
“In our little daily talks I impressed the 
fact upon her mind that it took time for the 
plant to grow even a little bit, and that in 
everything else time was necessary'—hard­
ly anything could be done in a minute.”

“Did you observe a difference in her ac­
tions very soon?” inquired the friend.

“Yes, in a few days I noticed Maudie was 
much better tempered. She seemed to real­
ize that to have patience was necessary to 
get things done as she wanted them. Now, 
when I am aware she is in a hurry and is 
getting cross about something, I simply 
say cheerfully:

“ ‘Remember the plant, Maudie; take your 
time.’

“Nearly always she smiles at me and be­
gins working out her small problem in a 
good humor.”
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Mrs. Lacy’s Lemon Pie
By SUSAN HUBBARD MARTIN

mRS. Lacy placed a boiled potato on 
every plate, together with a piece of 
bacon. Nora had set the table with 
the usual cracked dishes and red table 

cloth.
Every child was in his place. Nora, Cor­

nelius, Mona, Mickey, and little Patsy. 
Mrs. Lacy seated herself behind the brown 
teapot and wiped her perspiring face.

“I had a terrible wash at Mrs. Judge 
Mason’s today,” she began. “She had com­
pany all last week and there were more 
napkins and table cloths, sheets, pillow 
cases and dresser scarfs than you could 
shake a stick at. But I managed ’ to get 
’em all out as I always do. The Lord is 
certainly good to me in giving me health 
and strength.”

“•Patsy, don’t eat so fast. You’ve got all 
the time there is.”

She paused.
“If there’s anythin’ prettier than a long 

line of clean clothes swingin’ in the sun­
shine, I’ve never seen it.”

Mrs. Lacy stopped long enough to deposit 
some sugar in her tea and there was si­
lence for a moment.

“Mrs. Dawson called to me as I was corn­
in’ home today and presented me with a 
half a dozen fresh eggs,” went on Mrs. 
Lacy. “She says her hens are layin’ to beat 
the band these nice warm days. I’d like to 
keep some hens myself, but land sakes, on 
one lot you can’t do it Hens and chickens 
tho’ is an awful interest. Findin’ an egg 
in a hen’s nest always gives one a thrill.

“And that ain’t all the present I got. 
Mr. Todd the grocery man gave me a lemon 
today. A new box had just come as I 
stepped in to buy some tea.

“‘Take this, Mrs. Lacy,’ he said, ‘and if 
any of your children get a cold or sore 
throat you can give ’em a hot lemonade.’

“ ‘They haven’t had a cold all winter, Mr. 
Todd,’ said I real proud-like—but I took 
the lemon and thanked him for it just the 
same.”

She was silent a moment.
“With half a dozen eggs and a lemon I 

can do what I’ve been wantin’ to do for a 
long time and that’s making Mr. Morehouse 
a pie—a lemon pie.”

“Mr. Morehouse!” cried Cornelius and 
Nora both in chorus. “That cross old man 
that everyone’s afraid of? Don’t you do 
it, ma. You make a lemon pie for us.”

Mrs. Lacy continued to stir her tea.
“You’ve got all your lives before you to 

eat lemon pies in—but Mr. Morehouse 
hasn’t. Now see here children, I want you 
to have hearts in your bosoms for the sick 
and the unfortunate. You ought to be sor­
ry for Mr. Morehouse Iosin’ his only son 
the way he did because of an airplane drop. 
He hasn’t got anybody left in the world. 
I tell you it’s awful. I always was a good 
hand at bakin’ a lemon pie and I’m goin’ 
to make one for him.”

“Pass the molasses, Nora. No Mickey, 
you can’t have any more potatoes. A quar­
ter’s worth ain’t hardly enough for a meal. 
Tomorrow will be Saturday and if you’re 
real good I’ll let you all go with Nora when 
she carries the lemon pie up to Mr. More­
house.”

Mr, Peter Morehouse sat out on his front 
porch.

It was a beautiful sunshiny morning but 
there was no answering sunshine on his 
face. He frowned as he sat there alone. 
What had he to live for? His only son 
taken from him, all he had. Nobody in 
the world cared for him. Well, he would 
care for nobody either. Why had God 
robbed him of his only son?

Down the street a little procession was 
coming.

First a little girl carrying something 
covered with a white cloth. Next a boy, 
then a little girl, then a boy again and a 
small child bringing up the rear.

He looked at them with his somber eyes. 
They were turning in at his place. Yes, 
they were coming up the walk.

When they reached the place where he sat 
the little girl who carried the plate covered 
with a white cloth, nodded and smiled.

“Good morning Mr. Morehouse. Ma, she 
baked you a lemon pie and they wanted to 
come with me so ma said they might. Ma 
had the eggs and lemon given to \her.”

Mr. Peter Morehouse eyed-her coldly.
He felt like telling her he had a cook and 

if he wanted a lemon pie he would order 

one baked—but to his credit ho did not say 
it.

“How many children are there of you?” 
he asked finally.

“Five, sir. I’m Nora and besides me 
there's Cornelius, Mona, Mickey and little 
Patsy.”

“And your mother—how about her?”
“Who, ma? She washes for a living. 

She’s got five wash days a week and it keeps 
her pretty busy.”

Old Peter Morehouse’s gaze became a 
shade more friendly.

"What is your father thinking of,” he de­
manded, “to let your mother wash five days 
a week?”

Nora regarded him.
“He don’t think. He’s dead. He let his 

insurance run out too and what money there 
was went for doctor bills and funeral ex­
penses.”

Peter Morehouse nodded. He was inter­
ested in spite of himself.

“I see.”
“Here’s the pie, sir.”
Nora removed the white cloth and re­

vealed a very triumph of a lemon pie, 
baked in Mrs. Lacy’s own inimitable style.

The expression on Peter Morehouse’s 
stem face softened a trifle. He liked 
lemon pie—at least he had once.

“You can take it in to Mrs. Foster,” he 
said finally—“she’s the housekeeper.”

Nora started, with Cornelius, Mona, 
Mickey and little Patsy following closely 
at her heels. Not one of them intended to 
lose sight of Nora.

“A lemon pie,” whispered old Peter 
Morehouse, “and she washes for a living 
and has five children to look after! I 
wonder now why she did it? I was just 
thinking a minute ago that nobody cared 
for me.”

When Nora came back he turned to her.
“Why did your mother make me a lemon 

pie?” he demanded.
Nora looked at him.
“She was sorry for you air, because of 

your son, you know.”
Over Peter Morehouse’s face A an an­

guished stricken look crept. It wR a min­
ute before he spoke.

“Sorry for me. Is she?”
“Yes sir.”
There was another silence.
Nora broke it.

“We must be going, sir, it’s Saturday 
morning and ma told us not to stay long. 
Good-bye.”

The eyes of old Peter Morehouse swept 
over the rosy-cheeked little group.

“Thank your mother for that pie,” he 
said finally, “and tell her for me that there 
are worse things than washing other peo­
ple’s clothes.”

“Yes sir. Good-bye.”
They were gone and old Peter Morehouse 

bent his face in his hands. But somehow 
the bitter feeling in his heart was not so 
great. He had thought that in his trouble 
nobody cared for him. But a poor washer­
woman thought enough of his sorrow to 
make him a pie.

It was the afternoon of the same day. 
Mrs. Lacy sat in her clean kitchen. The 
children had gone to play with the little 
Donovans. Someone rapped at the front 
door and she went to open it.

There, facing her, stood an old man. A 
man with a sad tired face.

“Mrs. Lacy?” he asked.
“Yes sir, that’s me. And if it ain’t Mr.

Morehouse. Come in, sir.”
Peter Morehouse fallowed her into the 

little front room. There were two wooden 
rockers and the green rug bought from 
Nash’s on the installment plan.

“You sent me a pie today—a lemon pie,” 
he began.

Mrs. Lacy nodded and smiled.
“Yes sir I did that, and was it good Mr. 

Morehouse?”
“Very good. In fact it was the best 

lemon pie I ever tasted and I’ve come in 
person to thank you for it. Your children 
tell me you are sorry for me. Was that 
why you sent me the pie?”

“Yes sir, it was, but I couldn’t have made 
it if I hadn’t been given a half dozen eggs 
and a lemon. Five little mouths to fill and 
five little bodies to clothe keeps me busy. 
But when I had the two presents given me 
I said to myself, ‘I’ll make Mr. Morehouse a 
pie.’ And I did.”

Old Peter Morehouse surveyed her 
gravely.

“It was a Christlike thing to do, Mrs. 
Lacy,” he went on slowly. “The fact is 
I’ve grown hard and bitter since the death 
of my son. I’ve said I cared for nobody 
because nobody cared for me. But it seems 
I was mistaken and my theory false.
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I want to pay you back, Mrs. Lacy, in a 
small measure. You wash for a living to 
take care of your children?”

"Yes,” echoed Mrs. Lacy, "I do.”
"You pay rent I suppose.”
"Yes sir. Seventeen dollars a month. 

And the landlord’s real cross when I’m not 
prompt.”

"Now Mrs. Lacy, I’ve a little house that 
I’m going to let you have rent free. It has 
apple trees in the yard, currant bushes, and 
there’s a good chicken house. It’s out on 
Bond Street. The neighborhood is good too 
and I think you’ll like it.”

Mrs. Lacy was staring at him.
"You are offering it to me?” she gasped. 

"Me, Mrs. Ellen Lacy, the mother of five? 
Oh Mr. Morehouse, it’s too good to be true. 
It’s hard for me to pay that rent. It’s just 
an awful grind day in and day out with­
out any hope of havin’ a home. Do you 
mean it, Mr. Morehouse? Do you mean 
it?”

The tears were running down her cheeks 
but Mrs. Lacy went on.

"And you're givin’ it to me for the bakin’ 
of the lemon pie? Oh Mr. Morehouse, may 
the Lord bless you and lift you up and 
make his face to shine upon you!”

Old Peter Morehouse arose.
"There, there my good woman,” he said, 

"what I’m doing for you isn’t a great deal 
and it has made me happier—much hap­
pier. There is good in people, and I didn’t 
know it.”

He paused.
"The place will be vacant the first of the 

week. I’ll have it put in apple pie order 
for you—or rather in lemon pie order.”

A smile, actually a smile, crept over the 
stern old face.

"Good day, Mrs. Lacy.”
"Good day to you, sir and may God bless 

you!”
When Nora, Cornelius, Mona, Mickey and 

little Patsy came home from the Donovans 
Mrs. Lacy met them.

"What do you think has happened?” she 
said with an excited look on her rosy face, 
“Mr. Peter Morehouse has been here and 
has offered us a home rent free, all because 
of the lemon pie I baked him this mornin.’ 
And there’s currant bushes in the yard and 
apple trees and a chicken house—and we 
can keep some chickens like Mrs. Donovan 
and have some eggs.”

"Dear me, who would have ever thought 
that the bakin’ of a lemon pie would have 
bro’t such luck to all of us. It’s well to 
have a heart for the sorrows of others. I 
never dreamed of anythin’ cornin’ to me in 
return and yet here is a little house handed 
mo on a platter, rent free.”

She looked around on the little group.
"God moves in a mysterious way his won­

ders to perform and little did I think that 
a present of six eggs and a lemon would 
bring such happiness. Get on your hats. 
Cornelius, you lock the front door and we’ll 
all take a walk out to the place where we’re 
goin’ to live—and listen, I want each one of 
you from now on to be kind to those in 
trouble and sympathetic. Don’t be all for 
yourselves. See what the gift of a lemon 
pie did for the house of Lacy.”

When the Robin Sings
By W. A. KLECKNER

The robin sings with a joyful note
When the day is born;

His heart beats fast ’neath his crimson 
breast,

In the rosy hour he loves the best;
He flings to the wind his cares away

In a lilt of love to the blushing day 
While he sings and sings 
And the hill-top rings

With the melodies of morn.
And my heart with youth leaps wild and 

free
In hope of the bright days yet to be, 

At the dawn when the robin sings.

The robin sings with a plaintive note 
When the sun is gone;

As the red glow fades from the purple west, 
The weary heart in the brave bird’s 

breast
Still pipes a song from the hill-top, high, 

While the early stars light the silent 
sky;

O, he bravely sings,
But a sad note rings

In the song when the day is done!
And my heart with age beats bravely on, 
Though rent by the loss of the bright days 

gone, 
At eve when the robin sings.

Teaching the T. E. L. Class
By HORTENSE M. Me RAVEN

nHADDEUS BARTON came whistling 
up the little walk that led to his 
home that bright May morning, his 

eyes lingering appreciatively on the hedge 
of snowballs, drooping their heavy heads of 
bloom, as though to avoid the busy little 
bees which droned about, and the red roses, 
which pursued the opposite policy, and 
opened their big warm hearts wide to the 
striped intruders.

Whistling and footsteps came to an ab­
rupt pause in the orange and brown living 
room, as he caught a glimpse in the hall­
way beyond of Mary, standing perfectly 
still near the telephone, as though deep in 
thought.

"Hello, honey, how’s the headache?”
“It’s a little better, I believe, though my 

temples are still sore and throbbing.”
"That’s too bad,” sympathized Thad, 

dropping a kiss on his wife’s cheek. "And 
did Marjorie get off to school all right?”

"0, yes,” said Mary, her face brightening, 
"The little lamb had her arms full of 
flowers for Decoration Day, you know. 
She was very important and bustling this 
morning, and said she had to get off early, 
because they were to have a written ‘Tesk’ 
in spelling.”

"That baby,” chuckled Thad, "You know 
they teach ’em as much now, in one year, 
as we learned in three.”

All during dinner, Mary remained ab­
stracted, until her husband demanded:

“What’s the matter, today, anyway? Is 
it the household budget again?”

"No,” said Mary, "But, Thad, I’m really 
surprised at myself. Just before you came 
home, Mrs. Westmoreland called me over 
the phone, to ask if I wouldn’t go with her 
tomorrow, out to the county poor farm, to 
visit some helpless patients out there. You 
know how I’ve always hated to ga there,— 
it gives me the creeps for days.* Besides, 
I’ve had this raging headache all morning. 
So just as I was going to say to her, Tm 
so sorry, Mrs. Westmoreland, but'I'm sick 
with headache today, and it will be impos­
sible for me to go,’ why, something way 
down inside of me said, ‘Now Mary, you 
know your headache i« probably only a 

passing affliction that will be cleared up by 
tomorrow, and you are getting ready to use 
a little physical ailment as a hobby horse 
to ride away from duty,’—and then, I 
found myself consenting to go, after all. 
I’m really surprised at myself.”

"You’re getting too good,” laughed her 
husband, "Sometimes I’m afraid I’m going 
to lose you. I hardly know you these days, 
since you’re so interested in that T. E. L. 
Class.” But( while he teased, his eyes 
showed tender admiration.

“No, I’m not good at all. I think I’m 
only beginning to see myself as I really am. 
It’s true I seem to be developing a new con­
science,”—said Mary earnestly,—"So many 
things that used to seem all right, now look 
wrong or dishonorable to me.”

Washing the dinner dishes, Mary con­
tinued to think of the blessings which had 
come through her work'with the T. E. L. 
Class. She recalled the day, two years ago, 
when they had first asked her to teach. 
She had never thought of teaching a Sun­
day-school class, much less a T. E. L., al­
though she had enjoyed her membership 
very much. But circumstances had caused 
her to slip into the place almost before she 
knew it, and never before had she received 
such joy in service, or so many blessings.

"Mary, Ma-ree!” called a voice, “Here 
I’ve come over, and brought my knitting to 
‘set a spell’ as Grandma Bascomb says, and 
you still in the kitchen, mooning over the 
dishes!” Harriet Neal’s piquant face 
peeped in at the door.

"I’m through this minute, Hat,” drying 
the last cup. “Find a seat out on the 
screened porch, and Hl be right out.” 
Seated with their sewing, the minutes flew, 
as Harriet and Mary talked.

"And Mary,” said the other, at last, 
"What do you ’spose I’ve had wished on 
me now? Mrs. Brown wants me to teach 
a T. E. L. Class out at Harper’s Mission.”

"And did you tell her you would do it?” 
"Of course not,” declared Harriet, "what 

do you think I am, anyway? I told her I 
didn’t have time, now that Junior is cut­
ting his worst teeth, and Mother Neal is 
spending the winter with us, and you know, 
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half the time I can’t even get help for the 
ironing and heavy cleaning; besides, I’m 
not prepared, I’ve never had any train­
ing as a teacher—and anyway, I’m not 
good enough!”

“I know just how you feel, Harriet, be­
cause that’s exactly the way I felt two 
years ago. And those ex-reasons, of yours 
all sound so familiar, I feel almost as if you 
are broadcasting one of my former 
speeches. But if you only knew what bless­
ings are in store for you, you’d look upon 
this class work as a gift to be eagerly 
accepted.

“I think the first blessing that came to 
me, in trying to teach, came through a 
deeper and closer study of God’s word. 
For years, whenever I had thought of the 
scriptures I had a hungry feeling, as if a 
feast was spread out for me somewhere, 
and that sometime, when I was not too 
much concerned with other things, I would 
sit down quietly and enjoy it! How I wish 
now that the time had come sooner. When 
I began to teach, I went to Dr. Brown for 
advice, and he warned me not to depend 
too much on the criticism, book or quarter­
ly, no matter how learned, but to depend 
upon the literal study of the Bible itself. 
He quoted some scholar who said that to 
fail to do this, was to insulate oneself from 
the current which flows from every verse. 
So I take a passage, or chapter, after first 
asking God’s blessing on it, and read it over 
several times, aloud if possible, so as to re­
ceive every possible impression, then think 
it over, step by step, as I go about my work. 
You’ve no idea what vistas will open up 
to you by this simple method.”

“Why,” said Harriet, in wonder, “has all 
this come to you through teaching this 
class?”

“That is only a small part,” replied 
Mary. “Of course I could not stand before 
my class each Sunday morning without 
coming closer to God in prayer. Feeling so 
inadequate, I could not look into their eyes 
without leaning hard upon him who helps 
all those who try to speak in his name. 
Through my new friendship with him, he 
has done things for me, which I never be­
fore dreamed of,—many of them too tender 
and intimate to tell. When we neglect to 
claim our privilege of prayer, I think we 
reihove part of our Christian armor, and 
place Weapons ready for use, in Satan’s 

hands. We are like heirs who refuse their 
own inheritance.”

At this moment, the phone rang, and 
Mary excused herself for a short chat with 
the president of her class. Coming back 
with flushed cheeks, and laughter in her 
eyes, over some little joke between them, 
she cried; “And that’s another blessing! 
Just think of the association with my T. 
E. L.’s, many of whom are seasoned saints 
already well along on the road I’m just 
starting. And our lovely work with the 
shut-ins. Why, I never would have known 
Mother Bruce with her beautiful soul in 
the paralyzed body. Why, when I think of 
the joy which has come to me through the 
T. E. L., I want to shout it from the 
housetops.”

A thoughtful pause ensued, during which 
tpro busy needles went in and out. Sud­
denly Mary looked up the street.

“But what is bringing Thad home at 
this hour? I wonder if he’s sick?” Thad 
Barton ran up the steps, face white, lips 
quivering, great drops of perspiration 
standing out on his forehead.

“It’s Marjorie,” he cried, “She’s been 
hurt at school. There was an explosion at 
the garage just back of the playground, 
and Marjorie happened to be the only one 
close enough to get it all. She’s burned.”

Mary Barton stood up. Her lips were 
blue, but her voice was quiet, as she asked:

“Where is our baby?”
“They carried her to the hospital, to have 

her burns dressed. Quick—let’s go. Get 
ready while I drive the car around from 
the garage.”

Harriet heard Mary talking as if to her­
self. “That will take him about three 
minutes. Time enough for me to ask God 
to give me strength to comfort Thad, and 
to bear whatever he has in store for us.” 
Without apology, or shame, before her 
guest, she slipped to her knees, beside the 
big easy chair, and closed her eyes for a 
moment. Then she ran out, bareheaded, 
into the sunshine, and was at the curb be­
fore Thad, with warning blast of the horn, 
came around the driveway.

When they had gone, Harriet stooped to 
pick up Mary’s sewing, which had dropped 
unheeded to the floor.
. “Why,” she said thoughtfully, “She had 
only a few minutes to get ready, and yet 
she took the time to pray, instead of put­

ting on her hat or powdering her face, or 
anything. And she was so quiet, and yet 
we all know how she adores Marjorie.

For nearly half an hour, she hovered 
miserably near the telephone, waiting for a 
message from the hospital. At last it 
came. Marjorie’s burns were painful, but 
not so serious, the nurse assured her, and 
would not prove fatal. Harriet did not 
get up from the chair, at Mary’s cozy little 
desk phone, where her friend had spoken 
so often to her, but instead reached for the 
receiver, and asked for a number.

“Is this Mrs. Brown?” she inquired upon 
hearing the voice of her pastor’s wife. 
“This is Harriet Neal. I want to tell you 
I have reconsidered the matter about which 
you were talking to me yesterday. I guess 
.Junior’s bad teeth will be soon through, 
and anyway, Mother Neal can stay with 
him now, when I go away. I’ll be glad 
to teach that T. E. L. Class,”

Names
By CLARENCE E. FL YNN

A few words Babel never has confounded; 
They keep a place in every human heart. 
Though diff'rent in each language they 

have sounded,
Upon each lip they play the selfsame pait.
The stranger from the farthest land and 

ocean
Receives their sound with understanding 

ears,
For with the fullest measure of devotion 
They speak a common language through 

the years.
One is the name of love, its tribute bring­

ing,
Bearing its burdens at the heart’s command.
One is the name of God whose great love, 

clinging,
Keeps with a power that none can under­

stand. a

One is the name of joy, thaw priceless 
treasure,

Gleaming like sunshine on the leaping 
foam.

One is the name of that dear place of 
pleasure

Called by the word of tender magic • 
HOME.

Found—A Mother!
By MARY CHAPMAN BENNETT

I stood at West Adams street waiting 
for my trolley, when I heard a slight sound 
behind me. It was the day before Me­
morial Day, about mid-afternoon, the sun 
shining warm and caressingly upon the rich 
and the poor alike.

My mind was away off somewhere, but 
my eyes were gazing northward, watching 
for the oncoming city line car.

Again I heard a slight sound behind me, 
but was too much absorbed in my own 
thoughts to allow the fact to penetrate to 
my mind.

Again and again I heard a sound, but 
the coming and going of the many people 
on the pavement, and the honk and roar 
of the passing automobiles made me un­
mindful of the call of distress, and now 
and then I smiled iA response to a waving 
hand. We are so often unconscious that 
behind the laughter js the tear.

Again I heard the sound, this time aware 
that a whimpering cry was coming from 
somewhere near me.

1 turned and saw a small girl, about two 
years old, sitting in a little carriage drawn 
close to the window of a meat shop.

She was crying in the way we all cry 
when we find ourselves lost and alone.

“What is the matter, little girl,” I softly 
breathed across the space that separated 
us.

She turned her head and lifted sleepy, 
tear-stained eyes to my face. Such a piti­
ful heartbroken face, no hope anywhere!

A close little hat of light tan braid, with 
tiny pinkish daisies in clusters about the 
brim, rested sedately on the softly curling 
brown hair. A little tan coat with white 
collar and cuffs enveloped the figure, and 
a robe of creamy tan was kicked off to­
ward the foot of the low carriage.

She was a sweet, broken-hearted little 
girl who awoke from her nap to find her­
self deserted.

I would have cried too, wouldn’t you?
Again I spoke and the pathetic little face 

pleaded for help.
Suddenly something caused her to turn 

her face toward the shop, although neither 
of us had observed anything beyond our­
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selves, since we were once aware of each 
other.

A woman was looking out of the win­
dow; smiling and moving her lips, eager 
love and tenderness in every line of her 
mobile face. No sound could penetrate to 
the baby ears, but the lips moved and the 
child understood. The baby head was 
turned away from me but I saw the wom­
an’s face plainly. She talked, smiled and 
waved her hand. She never looked at me 
but kept her eyes constantly on the small 
face outside the window.

Slowly the little hat with its daisy brim 
was turned toward me. Such a change!

Shyly radiant in a great joy, the eyes, 
still wet, looked into mine, as though ask­
ing me to rejoice with her. And the face 
beyond the glass also smiled at me. Again 
the baby head turned to the window, and 
slowly returned in my direction.

Little quivers about the mouth betrayed 
the oncoming smile. A confident, shyly 
smiling face with the sorrow-tears still 
upon the cheeks, as the baby eyes looked 
first into the window and back again nt 
me.

I made a mad rush for my car with 
eyes blinded by tears and a heavy lump in 
my throat.

Such a God-sent lesson!
Some of us, as the tiny girl, have sud­

denly awakened and found we were alone 
—motherless.

But, oh no! Mothers are never lost to 
us, not even when they have gone beyond 
the blue sky. If we only turn our faces 
toward the window, even though we may 
see as through “the glass darkly,” our 
mothers are there, ready always to smil­
ingly cheer us on our way, giving us ever 
the comfort and inspiration of their pres­
ence, through the glass which divides “the 
room beyond” from our sight.

For “no time nor distance can separate 
us from a mother’s love,” for God created 
mothers for eternity.

•*
If you hear some commendation or pleas­

ant word of another, consider yourself a spe­
cial messenger to see that It reaches the per­
son mentioned. We never know how much 
such kindly expressions are needed, nor how 
much cheer and courage they may give.— 
Retorted.,

Making Memories
By A. PRINTZLAU BOWEN

“It’s lilacs!” I exclaimed, sitting up with 
a jerk in the wicker rocker I had been lazily 
enjoying. My tatting shuttle slid to the 
floor-,—unheeded. How could I notice any­
thing so trivial as that when I had sud­
denly been transplanted, by a whiff of lilacs 
on the breeze, to a tiny village across the 
sea—and across a long stretch of years 
too; back to a happy summer in my 
“Flapper” days, burying my face in a 
huge bouquet of purple lilac blossoms?

Doubtless I had seen lilacs before this 
first visit to the real country, but certainly 
I never had smelled them before, and ever 
since that day, the fragrance of them car­
ries me back to happy memories. And 
white roses too—it is invariably the same 
with them. The first whiff brings a sensa­
tion of something satisfying and ^together 
delightful, even before my conscious mind 
brings back the memory' of the first time 
I really noticed them particularly. In the 
country, you know, roses, as well as many 
other beautiful things, are free for the 
taking, and I had picked a huge bunch 
for my dresser. As I neared home I passed 
a house rented to summer boarders, 
strangers to me. I was enjoying the spicy 
fragrance of my beautiful bouquet when 
it suddenly occurred to me that there was 
a bed-ridden invalid in that house. With­
out stopping to question whether I would 
be welcome or not, I rapped and went in­
side and offered her my roses. You can 
never realize the beauty of that little wom­
an’s face as she reached for them and 
buried her face in their waxy loveliness; 
not unless you, too, have seen the heart 
hunger of mother-love appeased. She had 
once been a florist, and had loved her flow­
ers with all the mother-love that would have 
been lavished on the little Rose who stayed 
with her but a short month. “They seemed 
almost human in their sympathy,” sho 
said, “and my little baby’s casket was cov­
ered with this same variety—did you ever 
notice the tiny pink speck in each heart?” 
I had never looked into the. heart of n 
rose until that day, nor had I concerned 
myself much about the hearts of people; 
but that bunch of white roses was the means 

of bringing to me a friendship which proved 
more to be desired than costly gems—true 
friendship is priceless. But—just when I 
am off on a beautiful memory trip, along 
come some that hurt! Once I saw a little 
child throw up his hands and cover his face, 
while his tiny body shook as if with ague, 
when his mother suddenly reached over 
his head for something behind him. He al­
ready has memories of—her. Then too, I 
recall a young mother—oh, no—she has 
grey hair—but people ask, sometimes, if 
she and her two daughters are sisters. She 
is making memories, too! Some day—away 
off in the never ending hereafter, I will 
have memories of today. Lifetime is our 
only memory-making time for eternity. 
How beautiful we can make them by Inter­
mingling a bit of love, tact and patience 
with the days and hours—the stuff of which 
memories are made.

Home
By J. E. T.

The world is great and wide, dear heart, 
with many a mad between.

I have traveled over many miles, and won­
drous sights I have seen,

But my thoughts are turning homeward 
now, with a longing, almost pain,

For the very best part of going away will 
be coming home again.

I am thinking of our home, dear heart, with 
the cedars and ivy green,

And the flower beds in our garden fair 
where the sun dial stands between.

I am thinking of our neighbors true, of 
our friends—yet not in vain,

For the very best part of going away wili 
be coming home again.

I am thinking of our children, ^ear, and 

our little lad in heaven,
They have filled our lives with joy, dear 

heart, their little souls God-given.
The future beckons us on with hope, wo 

will not glance back at the past,
For the very best part at the end of life, 

will be coining home at last.

Mother’s Songs
By FLORENCE JONEB HADLEY

There was the soft crooning of a lullaby 
sung to a restless little one, and Mrs. 
Marks stepped softly as she entered her 
neighbor’s house, motioning with uplifted 
finger that her entrance was not to be taken 
notice of until the two-year-old was asleep. 
A few minutes more saw that accomplished, 
and when the flushed little sleeper wae 
tucked away for the -night, the two settled 
themselves for one of their “good visits.”

“What was that song you were humming 
to Harold as I entered, Alice? It seemed 
familiar, but I can’t place it,” and Helen 
Marks wrinkled her brow thoughtfully.

Alice Maxwell thought a minute, than, 
“Oh, that must have been grandmother’s old 
song, ‘The Lord into his garden comes,’ 
but 1 really cannot recall the name. She 
dearly loved it, and she said it was her 
mother’s favorite song. Think of its being 
so old, and here I am, singing it to my baby. 
The world doesn’t change much, after ail, 
does it? Hearts seem to be the same, moth­
er love the same, and the looking to some­
thing, some One higher, just the same,”

Her caller was silent for a minute. “It 
seems strange how we cling to the old songs. 
I Just left mother rocking Nina to sleep, and 
she was singing 'Rock of Ages,’ and just 
before that it was ‘Lead, Kindly Light,’ and 
the first one was, ‘My days are gliding 
swiftly by.’ It made a tight feeling come 
in my throat as I listened to the last 
named,” and she looked out into the gather­
ing twilight with a quiver of the lips, for 
her mother was very dear to her.

“Those were my mother’s songs, too,” 
softly, and Alice Maxwell’s voice changed 
as she spoke. dearly loved all those 
hymns, but I really think her favorite was 
‘Rock of Ages.’ Isn’t it strange how that 
dear old hymn touches all of us, regardless 
of creed or faith? To me, it is the song of 
songs.”

“Do you know, Alice, last evening I ran 
in to chat a few minutes with Vera, and 
she, too, was singing her boy to sleep. And 
what do you think she was singing? Listen,” 
with a smile that was not altogether 
merry, “first it was one of the latest rag­
time favorites—I can’t recall the name— 
then it was one of the numerous ‘Blue’ 
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songs, followed by a rollicking negro mel­
ody.”

“Now, of course, I am not so narrow 
that I cannot enjoy any good piece of music, 
if the melody is pretty, but there did seem 
something so unsuitable, so out of place in 
singing those songs to a little one at sleepy 
time. And the child seemed to resent it, 
I thought, for it seemed as if he never would 
go to sleep. The constant change of tune 
and time and rhythm seemed to get on his 
nerves, and I longed to ask her to change to 
one of the old time hymns. In fact, I did 
swing around to ask her what was her 
mother’s favorite song or hymn, and what 
do you think? She hesitated, then said she 
didn’t know! I was shocked and I think 
she noticed it.”

They were both silent as they caught the 
sound of a lullaby from the house across 
the way where another mother was sing­
ing a litle one to sleep to the tune of “How 
gentle God’s commands,” and the two 
friends exchanged smiles as they listened.

“I wonder if that is her mother’s favor­
ite? Do you know, Helen, I believe there 
are many who cannot tell what their moth­
er’s favorite hymn was. Never, as long as 
I live, can I hear ‘Rock of Ages’ or ‘Nearer 
my God, to Thee,’ without seeing my moth­
er, either about her housework, sitting in 
her rocker mending or sewing, or at the 
end of the day, rocking a child to sleep 
to one of those songs. My mother’s songs! 
Can I ever forget them?”

“I think my mother was divided between 
her love for ‘Rock of Ages’ and ‘How Firm 
a Foundation!’” and Alice Maxwell spoke 
dreamily as she looked out into the shadows. 
“She sang these two in sunshine and 
shadow, in joy and sorrow, and when she 
was laid to rest those dear old hymns 
comforted us all. Oh, mother,” in a choking 
voice.

“Another thing,” and Alice Maxwell sat 
straight up in her earnestness, “I think a 
child can receive impressions at a much 
earlier age than we have supposed. And 
I do believe that a taste for good music can 
be instilled into our little ones even in our 
arms, so why stunt them by silly doggerel, 
songs that will last but a short time, when 
they may be accustomed to good music in­
stead, sung at that most impressionable 
time—lullaby hour?”

The Guiding Hand
By ADA DAVISON

While working among my flowers last 
spring I found the tendrils of the little 
clematis which I was training to climb the 
columns of the porch would drop their hold 
on the supports and twine themselves 
around the sturdy stalks of an old hydran­
gea bush.

The hydrangea could boast of but a few 
blossoms at its best, yet I wanted to keep 

. it since its dense foliage hid the lattice 
work. Should I cut away the branches 
from the bush in order that the tendrils 
would be free from the inclination to cling 
to them? No, I decided to watch the ten­
drils more carefully and give them the help 
of a guiding hand in their upward climb.

It took constant care. Two days I was 
obliged to neglect them with the result that 
the foremost tendril had so closely entwined 
itself in the branches of the hydrangea 
that I broke the tender tip while unwind­
ing it.

As I held the bruised and broken tendril 
in my hand, I said to myself, “This cle­
matis is like a little child, always groping 
out for things that are not good for its 
perfect development, afraid to climb alone, 
always needing constant care and-the help 
of a guiding hand to help it in its upward 
growth.”

What would have happened to the tender 
little clematis if left to follow its own in­
clination, I wondered. It would have grown 
downward, down into the depths of the 
hydrangea where the darkness would have 
stunted its growth and hindered its full 
development, the blossoms would have been 
few and those hidden from the world.

The clematis has now nearly reached the 
top of the porch,—but for the two days’ 
neglect it would easily have reached the 
top. It is covered with a blanket of frag­
rant white flowers which all passers-by may 
enjoy.

It seems to look down on the old hy­
drangea bush and say, “You can’t get me 
now, I’m past any danger of clinging to 
you,—but where should I havp been if I 
had not the help of a guiding hand?”

Mrs. Huntington—Step-Mother
By EMMA GARY WALLACE

DOU may be surprised when I admit 
in the very beginning that I have 
never seen her—and yet she actually 

exists, and she has seen me, and we have 
talked together. Doesn’t that sound mys­
terious and puzzling? Not a cross-word 
puzzle, but just a plain every day one.

You see it was this way. Mrs. Hunting­
ton had been in my audience several times, 
when I talked to large groups of mothers, 
and if I saw her I do not know it. How­
ever, she was kind enough to feel that she 
had been helped and inspired, and she was 
apreciative enough to want to tell me so. 
After many months, she took her courage in 
her hands, and. called me over the telephone. 
Then she explained that there had been 
times when she had felt discouragement, but 
each time a messenger had appeared with 
something to give her new hope and heart 
and had sent her on her way rejoicing. 
Quite unknown to myself, I had been the 
messenger.

Thus do sincere and well-meant efforts 
count in ways which we cannot always es­
timate. Without doubt, it should be enough 
for us to feel that we have done our best 
and to trust to the great Father of us all 
to make the seeds we have planted bear 
good fruit.

Mrs. Huntington, so she told me, was a 
step-mother, and step-mothers, I have al­
ways contended, deserve an especially 
bright crown when they are of the group 
to which Mrs. Huntington belongs.

Those of us who have children of our 
own must needs do for them and love them 
and sacrifice for them, if we do our duty 
and answer the dictates of our hearts. But 
it is no easy thing to take the children of 
someone else and to gather up the threads 
of work, either well or poorly done, and to 
put into that work the same love and effort 
which might be expected if the*children 
were our very own.

“It was this way,” explained Mrs. Hunt­
ington. “I was doubtful of my ability to 
fill this position. There were four fine 
little boys and a three-year-old baby daugh­
ter. They needed a mother. Circumstances, 
I need not explain, had made it impossible 

for me to marry earlier in life, and I 
yearn to make a home for my husband and 
the little family into whose midst I have 
come. I have tried and we have been very 
happy. There have been times when I 
have been much puzzled, but as I belong to 
a Mothers’ Club, I find that ‘own mothers’ 
are often puzzled also. Perhaps I have had 
no more anxiety thaq is my share.

“One of the difficult things, however, 
which I have found out is taking the work 
up and carrying it on, which has been start­
ed by someone else. For example, the 
children’s own mother was an invalid for 
sometime, and careless habits had grown 
upon them because of lack of her watchful 
care. What the older children do the 
younger ones do. Today, with Miriam who 
if fifteen, I am struggling against the care­
lessness learned by the two oldest children 
years and years ago, So I would urge 
mothers to be particular about careful hab­
its and to instill into the children thorough­
ness and the self-respect which comes from 
tasks well done, lest their influence mis­
lead someone else.

“What I find a great problem today is 
how to help my young people spend their 
spare time. Fortunately they love me and 
have confidence in me. But frequently I’m 
obliged to refuse privileges which I feel are 
dangerous and ill-advised.

“For example, there is a tendency on the 
part of the young people about us to keep 
late hours, and I cannot feel that this is 
best. My husband agrees with me, although 
I doubt if he would make an issue of it 
very often, as he thinks that young people 
must learn to say ‘No’ on their own account. 
And this is one of the points on which I 
would like your help.

“There is a party next Tuesday night to 
which three out of my five are invited. 
The three are in school. The party is at 
some distance, and t^hc chaperons seem 
very young to me. Shall I say ‘No,’ and 
be thought over-strict; or shall I express 
my opinion, and let them do as they please? 
I do not want to be weak and over-indulge 
them, neither do I want to be weakening in 
my inclination to make their decisions for 
them.”
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I was pleased with the tone of Mrs. 
Huntington’s voice, and by the fact that 
she did not refer to the step-mother relation, 
after she had explained the situation. It 
was evident that to her they were her chil­
dren. It was as it ought to be.

It is always a delicate thing to give ad­
vice, even if well-meant, when all of the 
circumstances are not fully known. But 
the appeal in that voice over that wire could 
not be resisted, and having earnest con­
victions on such situations, I felt justified in 
expressing them, and then leaving Mrs. 
Huntington to use her own judgment. So 
I said rather gaily:

“It is never safe to tell other people 
what to do, for honest as we may be, we are 
likely, to make a mistake. I always see 
when I am in doubt, that I get the best ad­
vice I can, and try to learn what the prin­
ciples governing the situation are, as laid 
down in Holy Writ. Then when I have 
gathered all the evidence I can, I go off by 
myself and formulate the plan that seems, 
according to my own best light, to be the 
safest and best. Sometimes I follow the 
advice I have been given and sometimes J 
do not, for often I find that in asking ad­
vice. I have stated the case, so as to in­
fluence the advisor.

“So I want you to use your own judg­
ment regardless of what I may suggest, but 
my opinion is that parents who are mature 
and sympathetic and experienced are better 
able to make momentous decisions than 
young people, who have not had an oppor­
tunity to see the working of cause and ef­
fect. However, I do not believe in ar­
bitrary dictatorship. Tact is necessary, and 
I think I should put the situation some­
thing like this:

“A party on Tuesday night is a mistake, 
for Wednesday there is school, and if you 
go to the party you will have poorly pre­
pared lessons and you will be too tired to do 
a good day’s work on Wednesday. This 
party is to be held at a distance and while 
the chaperons are doubtless fine young 
people, they are in my judgment too young 
to assume this responsibility. There are 
two chaperons and five cars. To keep a 
group like that together is difficult.

“Your father and I want you to have all 
the happy times possible, but we feel that 
your main business now is making good use 
of your school privileges. So we prefer 

that you will pass this party by. There 
will be plenty more good times I’m sure 
which we will heartily approve. And by the 
way, if you would like to, we will plan a 
little social evening with refreshments and 
fun here next Friday evening. Get together 
and make out your list, and then Miriam 
and I will plan the refreshments. What do 
you say?’’

Of course, it would be splendid to report 
that Mrs. Huntington used identically 
these words and this plan, and that the 
young people fell into step beautifully. But 
it didn’t work out exactly that way, for a 
couple of the young people had “dates” for 
Friday night, and Mrs. Huntington’s moth­
er, who was ill, could not stand the noise of 
a party, and the two Huntington boys had 
already asked girls to go to that party. 
So what do you think our little mother 
did?

She called her three children about her 
and said, “Daddy has consented to let us 
take the car, if I go with you. So we— 
the seven of us, will drive, but you have to 
be in school, and I have to be at work in 
good season getting breakfast for you, so 
we must leave there at ten-thirty and all 
be home, if possible by eleven. Explain to 
your friends that we are not going out for 
the entire affair. But wc can be there by 
eight o’clock, and two hours and a half will 
be quite a while.

“Then you must all come home directly 
after school is out at three-thirty on Tues­
day and go to your own rooms, and study 
until dinner which will be promptly at six 
o’clock.”

“Fine,” I approved—“your plan Is lots 
better than mine.”

“No,” smiled the voice over the wire, 
which was having the second interview 
with me—“merely necessity, and I might 
add that I made the proviso that there 
must be no more engagements without per­
mission during the school week. To have 
refused them the right to go would have 
humiliated them, and I have learned that 
if I am to lead, I must sometimes co-operate 
in ways which may be difficult, but save 
trouble in the end.”

So you see why I’m looking forward to 
meeting Mrs. Huntington—Mother, some 
day, for I am certain that I can learn as 
much from her as she has learned from me.
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Such a Little Thing 
By MM. NESTOR NOEL

mOW stupid,” exclaimed Cynthia as she 
threw down the book she was read­
ing.

“Whatever is the matter?” asked Aunt 
Teresa.

“These stories are all the same,” went 
on Cynthia. “First a man falls in love, 
then he quarrels, then he makes up.”

“Isn’t that what you would call true to 
life,” asked the elder lady.

“ I don’t think so,” replied the girl ve­
hemently. “They quarrel about such trifles. 
Now if I were to marry, I’d never quarrel.”

Here Aunt Teresa smiled.
“You needn’t doubt me,” continued Teresa. 

“First of all, I wouldn’t marry until I had 
found my ideal. He and I would think so 
much alike, and have every thing in com­
mon—every taste, every sympathy—so we 
simply couldn’t quarrel. I do consider 
quarreling so childish.”

Her aunt did not smile this time, as she 
leaned forward and looked at her pretty 
dark-haired niece. Instead, she asked a ques­
tion, very seriously. “Of all your friends 
and the girls you knew in college, can you 
remember one who has not had some disa­
greement with her husband? I do not 
think you can, and this shows that the 
story you just threw down was probably 
true to life.”

“But these girls didn’t start right, Aunt 
Teresa,” remonstrted Cynthia. “They had 
not lofty enough ideals.”

“You are quite right to have ideals, dear 
girl,” observed Aunt Teresa, “but you must­
n’t forget that when you marry a man, he 
isn’t an angel.”

“I shall not marry in a hurry,” said the 
girl, getting up from the couch where she 
had been reading. “I’m going to the store 
now for some silk. Can I get you any­
thing?”

It was early spring—one of those de­
licious days that make earth fe^ like a 
Garden of Eden; so Cynthia, once her 
shopping was done, took a long stroll home, 
through the Park.

“Hallo,” said a voice suddenly. “Of all 
good luck, if it isn’t Cynthia.”

The girl found herself suddenly gating 
up into the admiring eyes of a handsome 
young man.

“Jack Forest,” she cried, as she held out 
both her hands. “0, it does seem good to 
see you. Tell me the news from home. Are 
you staying long?”

“About three months,” answered the 
young man. “Let’s sit under these trees. 
I’ve heaps to tell you.”

How important the most insignificant 
piece of news seemed when it was about 
the home town. Time passed all too quick­
ly, and then Cynthia took Jack Forest back 
to her Aunt’s house, and introduced him. 
He remained for dinner. After that, it 
was extraordinary how many times Cynthia 
met Jack. They seemed to be always run­
ning into each other by accident. She had 
thought she lived in a large city, but it 
did not appear large enough to hide either 
from the other very long!

After a month Jack said: “I’m leaving 
the day after tomorrow.”

“You said you were here for three 
months,” remarked Cynthia, as a strange 
feeling began to grip her heart. What 
could it be?

“I had hoped ao myself,” went on the 
young man. “But the chief wants to send 
me to Victoria, B. C., and it is such a chance 
I can’t refuse it.”

“How long will you be there,” asked 
Cynthia. ;

“As long as business is good, I suppose,” 
he answered back.

Cynthia did not speak. Suddenly she 
knew that if Jack Forest went out of her 
life she might as well be deadl He, him­
self, looked as miserable as she did. They 
walked on in silence for a few minutes, then 
with his arm around her (for they were in 
a secluded part of the park) Jack said: 
“Let’s get married today, and go to Vic­
toria together.”

Was he her ideal man? Did he come up 
to her expectations? Could they live to­
gether for a lifetime in perfect peace? 
Cynthia forgot all this. It was as if her mate 
were calling her to go with him . . . and she 
could not choose but go. Visions of an 
elaborate ceremony, of a glorious trousseau, 
of flowers, of friends and music—these 
faded from her sight and she only knew one 
thing, that life without Jack would be 
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a desert, and with him a Paradise. If her 
aunt was surprised at the quickness of 
events from this time on, she did not show 
it! Perhaps she was wise in her generation!

Two days later, Jack and Cynthia were 
married and on their way across the Rocky 
Mountains to Victoria. The journey 
through the sublimest scenery, was a grand­
er honeymoon than any Cyrtthia could have 
anticipated, and after a week’s stay in one 
of Victoria’s best hotels the girl was quite 
content to settle down in a small house and 
begin housekeeping. She did not know 
much about it, but then, it was such fun 
to learn. While Jack was away at his of­
fice, she tried her hand at everything. She 
studied cook books as the newly-married 
bride so often does; indeed she found them 
more fascinating than novels. Story books 
seemed so ordinary to her at this time. After 
all, what were they but invented romances 
of imaginary persons! She was living her 
own romance now. She had found all she 
wanted! What more had life to offer?

The days passed by in perfect peace— 
there wasn’t a cloud on the horizon. Why 
didn’t her other married friends live like 
this? When Jack came back from the of­
fice, she was always daintily dressed, and 
a perfect meal was put before him.

One evening, Cynthia congratulated her­
self on Jack’s punctuality. What an ideal 
husband he was! Then the inevitable hap­
pened: he came home an hour late!

“0 Jack,” she cried, as she met him in the 
hall. “What is it? Are you ill?”

“Ill,” he echoed. “No. Why?”
“You’re an hour late,” she started in a 

lugubrious voice.
“O that’s nothing,” he said kissing her. 

“The chief came today and he kept me.”
“The dinner won’t be as good as usual,” 

observed Cynthia. “It was just perfect, 
but I had to keep it hot.”

“It will be all right,” said Jack. “It al­
ways is.”

After that, Cynthia never knew when to 
expect him. What was the use of prepar­
ing perfect meals when they had to be 
kept hot? What was the use of dressing 
smartly, when Jack was so busy he scarce­
ly knew how she looked? They hadn’t 
quarreled, oh no! Yet somehow life looked 
different. The glamour was gone!

“At any rate,” thought Cynthia, “though 
Jack* often comes too late, he never gets 

here too early, so I’ll not hurry the dinner 
any more.”

She began to get books at a library, she 
even grew interested in them. Once she 
looked at the clock hastily. It was half 
past five. Jack would be back at six; at 
least, he should be back then. She put 
down her book reluctantly. It was wonder­
ful how’ a book cheered a person. It made 
an otherwise dull afternoon pass pleasantly. 
What was that? The front door had shut! 
Surely it couldn’t be Jack back already. 
She ran to meet him. “I didn’t expect you,” 
she cried.

“No,” said her husband. “Of course not. 
I got out earlier. Let’s have dinner quick­
ly, then go out and enjoy ourselves.”

He kissed her, then looked at her worried 
face. It was his turn to ask what was 
the matter.

“There isn’t a thing cooked,” she re­
marked.

“No matter,” he said pleasantly. “Let’s 
look in the pantry.” He fussed around. 
“There really doesn’t seem to be much here,” 
he observed. “What had you intended to 
give us?”

“0 I don’t know,” she remarked. “I 
never have a minute. I’ll run round to the 
store.”

“But if you do that sort of thing often,” 
he said. “It will come expensive.”

“You never told me you had to econo­
mize,” she objected.

“We don’t—not exactly—but home cook­
ing is the best.”

She did not say a word. Had he taken 
all his meals for the past week as her cook­
ing?

“You're not even dressed,” he went on. 
“What can you have done all day? There 
isn’t anything to do here.”

“O how unfair, and just like a man,” 
she flared up. “You don’t know anything 
about housework. Aren’t there rooms to 
sweep and dust, and beds to make and hun­
dreds of things to do?

“I could do all your work in five minutes,” 
he sneered with a man’s ignorance of what 
takes up a woman's time. “I suppose you 
finished your book and neglected your 
work.”

“So I’m not allowed to read in this house.” 
she cried. “I see you’re just like other men. 
You want to make me a household drudge.” 

She sat down and cried! She did not move 
a finger to get the dinner!

Jack made another tour of inspection in 
the cupboard. Soon there was the deli­
cious aroma of freshly made coffee in the 
air, and pancakes were being tossed up by 
the man who had learned to make quick 
meals when camping out

“We’ll dine here for once,” he said, as 
he cleared the kitchen table and piled the 
sink with china. Cynthia did not move. 
They were quarreling, and Jack paid no 
more attention to it than if she had been 
a kitten! He did not even seem ruffled. He 
took it all for granted.

“0 Jack, how can you eat?” she said.
“I’m jolly hungry,” he answered. “Come 

along. These pancakes are O. K. I can 
answer for them. They must be eaten hot.”

He began to pile them on two plates. 
Suddenly Cynthia burst out laughing. He 
did look so funny to her in his shirt sleeves, 
sitting down to eat in the kitchen! After 
all, he was a man and not an angel!

She got up from her chair in the corner 
and joined him in the meal. It was a good 
meal, though it consisted of only one course 1 
She had not realized how hungry she was. 
When it was over, she washed the dishes, 
and Jack helped dry them, and put them 
away. He had never done this before! It 
seemed to make him more human, as he 
helped her with these little household tasks. 
Life was more intimate somehow. The 
dishes done, the two ran upstairs like hap­
py children, and dressed for an outing. He 
did not take her to a show’. Instead, he 
went with her to the Gorge, and wandered 
in and out of the tall trees, and walked 
along the banks of the water. Later on, 
they had tea at one of the little lantern- 
lit Japanese tables.

Life was no longer humdrum. It could 
always have delicious surprises like this one. 
Sitting on a bench afterwards, Cynthia al­
most forgot how near they had come to a 
quarrel. J

“I’m sorry your dinner wasn’t ready,” 
she said, like a repentant child.

Jack kissed her. “It was fun. making 
those pancakes,” he observed. “Did you 
see how high I tossed them?”

“Of course I did.”
“But you were looking the other way," 

he objected.

“I saw every movement,” she answered. 
“You nearly dropped one once.”

“I came rather near it; didn’t I?” Then 
he laughed like a happy schoolboy.

At that moment, a new kind of feeling 
came over Cynthia. It wtfs something dif­
ferent from a sweetheart’s love, there was 
something maternal in it, and she knew 
that henceforth they might have their lit­
tle tiffs or quarrels “like other people,” 
but she had found her ideal, and though he 
was partly boy, partly man . . . and per­
haps a little of an angel, still ... he was as 
he was, and she wouldn’t change him for 
worlds.

“You’re so serious,” he observed, watch­
ing her.

She jumped up again. “Let’s go home 
now. We’re late, and you won’t get much 
sleep if you have to be at the office early.”

“We’ll come here often; won’t we?” he 
said. It was as if he had made a discovery 
of the place.

“Yes,” she said, answering the boy in 
him. “It shall be ou/ playground.”

She knew now, they must have a common 
playground,. even in the serious game of 
life.

Kemaha
By CRISTEL HASTINGS

Up where the trees sing their songs to the 
wind,

Where the blue eucalypti wave arms to the 
sky—

Up where the stars seem to touch a far 
hill

Stands a tiny brown cabin that laughs at 
the world.

Where the gold of the sun melts th3 old 
gold of hills,

Where the thin, gauzy ribbons of.jnist drift 
at night—

Where flowers are sweet and the bees honey- 
mad.

And the far-away sea croons a faint lullaby, 
Are sweet solitude, and the quiet of peace, 
Contentment—at one with the mountains 

and sea—
All these are the riches—the treasures that 

live
In a little brown cabin perched high on a 

hill.
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The Short-Sightedness of Far-Seeing
By ISLA PASCHAL RICHARDSON

nF we were to start out some bright 
spring day to find a certain dogwood 
tree which we believed to be in bloom, 

would we walk straight over the hills and 
meadows without once looking to the left or 
right of us, blind to the beauties along the 
way? Would we pass by the wild honey­
suckle, the verbenas, the flaming red-bud 
trees with never a glance? Would we walk 
on unheeding the song of a clear little brook 
over whose side hang lacy ferns? Would 
we turn deaf ears to the redbitd’s call, 
or the song of the meadow lark, or refuse 
to follow with our eyes the flash of blue 
wings? So entrancing the view of that 
far-distant dog-wood tree, would we tread 
upon violets in our ruthless search for it?

Yet many are doing just that today. 
That will o’ the wisp called “Some Day” 
urges them on, so beguiling, so alluring, it 
blinds them to the present joys and bless­
ings that they might have and give today. 
“Today” is a princess in disguise. How 
few recognize beneath her commonplace 
appearance her royal presence. How few 
of us know how to greet and entertain her. 
We are always waiting to give our best 
to that wonderful queen named “Tomor­
row” about whose very name a mysterious 
romance clings. Wonderful things we may 
do when “tomorrow” comes! Wonderful 
things she may bring! But “today”—oh, 
“today” will soon belong to that dull and 
uninteresting family of “yesterdays” which 
we have left behind. They never amounted 
to much. We expect little from them. But 
“tomorrow”—“tomorrow” is tinged with 
that mystic glow of expectancy. “Tomor­
row” will be different!

There was once a man blessed with two 
lovely daughters. When they were quite 
small he began to plan their future for 
them. One should be a music teacher and 
the other a school teacher. He was a man 
of some means, though believing in the 
strictest economy. Though he was quite 
able to permit his children the little lux­
uries that meant so much to childhood, he 
seemed to derive a peculiar delight in deny­
ing them small pleasures. When “all the 
other girls” had a certain kind of new lunch 

box to take to school, they were told their 
old one was good enough. They listened 
yearningly to their companions’ descriptions 
of their “new Easter dresses” knowing all 
too well that when that day arrived with 
its message of “old things are passed away, 
all things are made new,” they would be 
told that it was nonsense to want new 
dresses when their old ones were still good.

There was a “no” on his lips for every 
entreaty, and if assent was finally given, 
it followed a prolonged argument which 
took that joyous enthusiasm away from 
the preparations for the picnic, or clouded 
the prospects of a party. He did not know 
his children and made no effort to become 
acquainted. He shut them from his heart 
as completely as if he had barred them 
from his presence with his cold denials 
and unsympathetic attitude toward any 
simple childish pleasure. Yet this man was 
saving and planning for their future edu­
cation, even deciding upon the college they 
should attend. Planning to spend money 
upon them later which he had laid away 
for that purpose, yet cutting a pencil in 
two pieces for them to take to school, their 
little hearts aching with humiliation. It 
was not surprising to learn that before 
she had finished high school the older girl 
ran away and married, and in two months 
the other, amid stormy protests from her 
angry father, packed her handbag and 
boarded a train for the city in which her 
sister lived, there to obtain an office position, 
and where she has stayed ever since. The 
money lies in the bank which this father 
some day hoped to lavish upon his daugh­
ters in the way he had planned. His chil­
dren are living their own lives in their 
own way with unhappy memories of a re­
pressed childhood. This father looked too 
far ahead, and missed the days of love and 
companionship of his children which all 
of his idle dollars can never bring back 
nor buy.

When Paul wrote: “Children, obey your 
parents in all things: for this is well pleas­
ing unto the Lord,” he must have felt that 
many a parent would read this a little too 
emphatically, perhaps too repeatedly with 

that self-righteous, now-what-did-I-tell-you, 
for in the very next verse he writes: 
“Fathers, provoke not your children to 
anger, lest they be discouraged.”

Sometimes the dog-wood tree has with­
ered when we reach it!

A woman whose life ambition was to 
own a “large handsome home,” was forced 
to live in an old-fashioned, inconvenient 
house. Patching and darning, scolding and 
complaining, this woman worried through 
weary years, becoming more cross and ir­
ritable, more bitter and discontented each 
day. These children weYit to other homes 
to have their good times; nothing was ever 
any fun at home,—though their best times 
were always at a neighbor’s whose house 
was a mere tumble-down affair, but where 
there was laughter and love and fun. In 
the course of time, this dream was realized 
and the woman became the owner of a 
“large, handsome home.” In a short time 
her daughter married and left home, her 
son obtained a room in town to be near 
his work. The large empty house became 
an intolerable burden. “It is vanity and 
vexation of spirit,” she moaned. “If I 
could only go back and live my life over!” 
She had trod the violets down, and her 
dog-wood tree was withered when she 
reached it!

We are always looking forward to some 
unusual pleasure of the future, or to the 
attainment of some great accomplishment. 
We seem to be waiting to be happy, forget­
ting the joys that fill each day. Innumer­
able pleasures are ever at hand that cost 
nothing. I know of no more beautiful sight 
than my neighbor’s pear tree each year in 
full bloom. The call of a redbird in early 
spring awakens a thrill of joy in my heart 
that paid-for music cannot give. Some win­
ter day, to walk for blocks with feathery 
flakes softly falling on my face, shining 
crystals filling the air, silently spreading 
their blanket of snow! And a rainbow! 
As eager as any child I drop m> work to 
find that eternal wonder of the sky. YeV 
so intent do we become upon “a trip I’m 
going to take next summer,” or “a house’ 
we’re planning to build this fall,” or “the 
money we’re saving for John’s education,” 
that the days are only filled with crowded 
worries and plans and misgivings and fore­
bodings, or perhaps keen anticipation until 

the joys and privileges today is mutely 
offering us are passed by. It is so easy 
to put off that letter we intended to write, 
—that visit which would ripen a friend­
ship. So easy to expect someday to im­
prove our time, to study our Bibles more, 
to really draw nearer God. Today, of 
course, we are always so busy with other 
things.

"All the tomorrows shall be as today,” 
unless we learn that only because of her 
very nearness today has seemed common­
place. We must redognize the wonder of 
her presence and accept her generous gifts. 
We have the opportunity to send into that 
vast army of yesterdays a princess, by our 
efforts crowned and glorified.

How truly the poet wrote:
“Why search the future and the past, 

Why do ye look with tearful eyes, 
And seek, far off, for paradise?
Beneath thy feet life’s pearl is cast.”

Chained to the Ground
By MARY M. PARKS

Mrs. Lacy straightened up, brushed the 
earth from her fingers, and surveyed her 
handiwork with a smiling satisfaction. The 
pegs were driven almost out of sight, and 
the strings well-stretched and strongly 
fastened; sure to stand up the whole sea­
son under any weight the vines might put 
on them; an impenetrable screen for Baby 
Fred’s somewhat disorderly play place.

Before she reached the door, a messen­
ger boy had stopped at the gate, and three 
hours later she and Baby were speeding 
eastward. It proved not to be a serious ill­
ness, however, and as soon as her mother 
was up, and able to handle things again, 
Mrs. Lacy hurried homeward.

She reached the house just in time to get 
supper before Fred arrived. When the 
meal was over and important news ex­
changed, Fred pushed back his chair and 
glanced out into the yard.

“You must now prepare for a shock,” 
he said.

“Oh, I knew something would happen! 
Did he cut down my lilies, or my roses?”

“Not so bad as that,” he laughed, leading 
the way to the corner where the vines were. 
Nell surveyed them with round eyes; then 
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she dropped into the grass and rocked with 
laughter.

“O Fred! Aren’t they just like people?” 
she gasped.

“It hit me just that way,” he chuckled. 
“One only, went straight up and is already 
peeking over the top. Several made a good 
start, but fell by the wayside. Some never 
started at all. Just sprawled in the grass, 
and took hold as they went. Chained to 
the ground. Couldn’t climb now if they 
wanted to. About the usual percentage 
likely.”

They walked back to the veranda.
“What a sermon my Uncle Fred would 

have made of that. I’m trying to think of 
the text.” ।

“Ye cannot serve God and Mammon,” 
said Nell, soberly.

“Bright girl! It’s just as impossible as 
that. There’s the living illustration. Can’t 
sprawl and climb too. People don’t realize 
that one is just as much a spiritual impos­
sibility as the other is a physical impos­
sibility. The same law governs both.”

“The whole story of worldly absorptions 
is in that. All around us are strings lead­
ing upward—good talk and good deeds of 
good people; good books—the Bible mosft 
of all. We can’t give all dur time and at­
tention to worldly things without getting 
hopelessly chained to them—unable to 
climb.”

“It does seem strange that only one should 
have made it,” sighed'Nell.

“Every week we had two or three days 
of strong southwest wind. The wind was 
against them.”

“It often is.” Suddenly tears streamed 
down her face. Fred gazed at her with 
whimsical tenderness.

“Weeping over Jerusalem? It isn’t much 
use.”

“He knew it, but he couldn’t help it,” 
she sobbed. Then she dried her eyes and 
gazed thoughtfully at the vines.

“Cut them down? asked Fred. “I’m 
sorry; but that Newman-Cassell business 
broke on us the day after you left, and 
for three weeks I didn’t know whether I 
was afoot or horseback. Then I didn’t 
know what to do with it. I can clear it all 
out in fifteen minutes.”

“Not for one moment,” cried Nell. “What 
they, need is a big dose of adversity. It 

straightens people. Tomorrow night I’ll 
show you something.

She did just that. As soon as the morn­
ing dew was dry. she cut every tendril, 
carefully lifted the vines, and with bits 
of string tied them to their supports. It 
was easily done. The ground was soft and 
the stems still pliable.

Fred roared when he saw them. “Will 
they ever look like anything again?” he 
asked.

“You just wait,” Nell adjured him. She 
had gardened all her life.

She was right. In a day or so young 
tendrils were taking hold. Slowly the leaves 
and stems that were wrong side out, turned 
and worked through till they faced the sun.

Fred watched their regeneration with in­
terest. “While there is life there is hope, 
sure as you live,” he commented, when it 
was complete and the vines starry with 
bloom.

The Welcoming Mother
By LYDIA LION ROBERTS

I always look for you in the window, 
mother,” smiled the little girl, “the first 
thing I come down the street, and you are 
most always there, smiling and waiting for 
me.”

Usually the first thing when children 
come home from school the cry, “Mother, 
where’s mother?” rings through the house. 
It is certainly a happy occasion if mother 
is purposely nearby to greet the children 
pleasantly, ask about their school affairs, 
and be ready to listen for a few' mintes to 
their eager prattle. It takes but a few 
minutes extra time, for school children are 
very busy with friends and games and are 
off to play before long. Yet those extra 
few minutes welcoming the children mean 
another close tie between mother and them 
that leads to happy companionship in 
years to come. When the mother knows 
that it is almost time for the children to 
come running down the street, she should 
not start any work which will require her 
undivided attention, as that may send the 
children away with i leir eagerness to take 
mother into their interests dulled, and 
gradually they lose that precious feeling of 
wanting to tell mother everything.

——————-.. ——. , _ 

Daily Home Readings and Lesson Studies
Recommended for Daily Worship in the Home

Prepared by J. D. MOORE

DAILY READINGS
March 28 to April 3

Preparing for Lesson 1, April 8, page 2).
Monday, March 28

Read Mark 1: 14-20—PETER BECOMES A 
DISCIPLE OF JESUS 

"Straightway they left the net* and followed 
him."

In becoming the disciples of Jesus, Simon 
and Andrew chose the higher calling above 
the lesser occupation. That which was good 
as a pursuit was abandoned for a business 
more important. With them life was 
something more than the mere problem of 
making a living. From serving themselves 
directly, they went into the service of 
others immediately, and that, too, which 
most vitally concerned the interests of 
others. Such is the way of promotion and 
advancement among the servants of God 
and of mankind. But it is in obedience to 
the call of Christ and in following him 
closely that one enters into the higher 
vocations of life, and occupies the most im­
portant positions of trust and responsibility 
in the kingdom of Christ. It is not a climb 
but a lift. It is not a self-call or even 
one’s own choice; but a divine summons. 
Some are called to become special workers 
under Christ who do not acquiesce natur­
ally; but try to shift their course into some 
other direction than that of the manifest 
will of God. But prompt obedience to the 
command of Jesus is the duty of all who 
are specially called by him. Let such a 
one leave off what he is doing at the time; 
since something vastly more important is 
claiming his attention. Jesus never issued 
a call which was not a promotion. The 
higher duty to Jesus should be an inward 
compulsion rather than an outwM-d neces­
sity. Response to it should be t^ answer 
to a push instead of a pull. To follow Je­
sus is to go with him, to accompany him in 
sacrifice, suffering and self-denial,—not to 
attempt to have him go with us and to 
sanction our ways.

May it be our pleasure to do the bidding 
of Jesus, to let him go ahead of us and to 

acknowledge his leadership and lordship in 
all things.

Tuesday, March 29
Read John 1: 35-42—ANDREW FINDS PETER
"He findeth first his own brother Simon, and 

saith unto him, we have found the Messiah."
Andrew recognized Jesus upon the testi­

mony given him by John the Baptist when 
he called him “The Lamb of God.” John 
had been his teacher, and had taught him 
that another was coming who was greater 
than he. So when John pointed out the 
greater, Andrew immediately turned to go 
with Jesus. After spending the larger part 
of an afternoon with Jesus at the place 
where he abode, Andrew became thoroughly 
convinced that his old teacher, John the 
Baptist, was correct* and that Jesus of 
Nazareth, was the Son of God. A definite 
knowledge of Jesus and a personal convic­
tion of the truth as. it is in him are neces­
sary prerequisites to soul winning. After 
Andrew had found Jesus, he began to look 
for his brother to whom he might convey 
the good news that he also might coine to 
know Jesus. Rightly, one’s first thought 
or concern, after conversion, should be in 
behalf of the spiritual interests of those 
nearest to one by natural ties and rela­
tionships. Andrew brought Simon to Jesus 
by the strength of his own personal testi­
mony concerning Jesus as the long prom­
ised Messiah. He knew that Simon was 
deeply concerned about the coming one, 
and that it would be welcome news that 
the Messiah had come. Upon the state­
ment of Andrew, Simon went to see Je­
sus. - Then he believed for himself. The 
utmost that soul-winning can do is to 
point out Jesus to our unsaved friends as 
the Saviour. That will be sufficient. Let 
us be in earnest about it. And when we have 
been able to lead the anxious heart to Je­
sus, he will do the rest.

May the first love of every new-born soul 
for the salvation of others become a mature 
passion in the hearts of all God’s people.
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Wednesday, March .10

Read Luke l> l-ll—A FISHER OF MEN
“Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not: from hence­

forth thou shalt catch men."
There was a miraculous draft of fishes 

taken, when Simon cast his net on the 
other side of the ship at the command of 
Jesus. He did as he was told, though he 
had swung the net in all directions time 
after time during the night without taking 
a single fish. But fishing in a fishless sea 
achieves results when it is done at the 
command of Jesus. Our very senses stag- 
get under the stupendous achievement. 
But it is often the case that we have 
faith enough to obey Christ and act at his 
word, when we have not faith enough not 
to be surprised at the results of our obedi­
ence. The miracle made the humble fisher­
men all the more sensible of the greatness 
and goodness of Jesus, and of their own 
weakness and frailties. So Peter said, “De­
part from me, 0 Lord, for I am a sinful 
man.” It was an impulsive expression of 
his own sinfulness which was borne in 
upon his soul by the wake of the miracu­
lous mercy and grace of Christ. Just as 
Jesus had given them a great abundance of 
fish exactly where they thought there were 
none, and in waters where they themselves 
had toiled in vain, Bo he could and would 
open up the depths of human life to them 
and make them catchers of men. It was 
an example of divine power operating with­
in the area of natural destitution. So 
Christ would draw men into the outreach- 
ing arms of his disciples, as his men- 
catchers, by means beyond their own 
knowledge or power, if they would only 
cast out their nets, and would be obedient 
and believing.

May we realize that at the word of Je­
sus Christ, we shall succeed where we have 
failed.

Thursday, March 31
Read Luke 14: 25-35—THE COST OF 

DISCIPLESHIP
“Whosoever doth not bear hl* own crow, and 

come altar me, cannot be my disciple."

The cost of discipleship is here stated 
negatively. In fact, a price paid for any 
thing involves an outgo, or a sacrifice of 
some value, for the sake of something else 
more to be desired by the purchaser. Here 
the test is that of leaving father, mother,

family and possessions in order to attend 
upon the call of Christ to definite Chris­
tian service. Unless one esteems the sum­
mons of Christ above his domestic obliga­
tions and family ties, he cannot be a dis­
ciple of Jesus. A conscience toward Christ 
must take precedence over a conscience to­
ward one’s family or relatives, as strong 
and powerful as the latter may be. God 
is said from of old to be a jealous God. 
He monopolizes the affections of his peo- 
pie. But to love him with all our mind, 
and soul and strength is to love our friends 
and relatives none the less but rather the 
more. However, one who does not bear 
his own cross, how shall he bear the cross of 
Christ? And how shall he endure the 
hardships and trials, even to the point of 
sacrificing family relations, which may be 
incidental to the service of Christ? The 
disciple must be able to bear his cross, 
whatever it may be; a hardship to be taken 
up or given up, left or kept, as the case 
may be; which is involved in following 
Christ. The cost of discipleship has not 
changed. The price to be paid for a close­
up fellowship with Jesus in service is the 
same that it has always been. It involves 
sacrifices, real and not imaginary, the sur­
render of the dearest possessions or ties 
that a disciple may have, in order that he 
may be able to attend upon the call and 
work of Christ, his Lord and Master.

May m willingly take up our crone and 
follow Jesiui wherever and in whatever 
ephere hie providential hand may lead iu.

Friday, April 1
R.«d Matthew 10: S-1S—THE WORK OF THE 

DISCIPLE
"Pr~ch ~rlnf. Tit. klnsdnm ot Itw.n I. at 

band, heal th. ,lck. rata. th. dead, clean., th, 
lapwa. cast out devil.."

The Twelve were sent out by Jesus in 
order that he might give them some actual 
field work and experience in doing him 
service in behalf of the people who needed 
his ministry both for the soul and for the 
body. He wished to train them to do by 
doing. They had to learn how to preach 
by preaching. He could tell them what 
to preach, but they must learn by experi­
ence how to do it. He told them what to 
say, and what to do, promising to give them 
power sufficient for every word and work 
which he laid upon them. The delivery of 
the message of the kingdom is the first 

work of a disciple. Preaching, or testi­
mony, is primary and fundamental in 
apostleship or any phase of special Chris­
tian service. Social service is also a part 
of a disciple’s work. The Twelve were com­
manded to heal the sick and cleanse the 
lepers. The sick, the criminal, the outcast 
class of men are to be helped and healed 
by the ministering servants of Jesus Christ. 
Let them not lx? neglected nor scorned by 
the disciple who claims to follow Jesus 
Christ. The disciple lives personally a life 
of service for others, a life of trust in God 
for his own support and safety; in fact, he 
thinks not of himself at all, nor what he 
may need to eat and wear. With a com­
plete abandon of spirit and purpose for 
their tasks, the Twelve were not to take 
along any impediments to the concentra­
tion of their minds and energies upon their 
tasks, or to the singleness of their pur­
pose to preach and to help.

May we esteem the work of Christ first 
and foremost, and regard his call into it 
as the highest privilege given to men.

Saturday, April 2
Re«d Joshua 24: 14-25—MAKING THE GREAT 

DECISION
"A* for me and my house, we will serve the 

Lord.”
Joshua forced upon the children of Is­

rael, in the land of Canaan, the‘question 
as to whom they would serve. They were 
living under a theocracy, or God-rule. 
Joshua was only their judge or chieftain, 
their comrade. They all, at least nominally, 
worshiped Jehovah; but whom would they 
serve? It was not merely a matter of 
worship but more particularly of service. 
Many people today hold very scrupulously 
to the worship of God who do not serve 
him, whose hearts and lives are not de­
voted to the doing of his will and work in 
the world. They ultimately fhll down as 
to their worship also. “Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only Aalt thou 
serve.” Monotheism is as necesrary as a 
theocracy. God is to be alone in the life 
as well as in the sanctuary. Choice is 
forced upon everybody. All are compelled 
to choose whom they will serve; though 
none are coerced as to what his choice 
shall be. To choose not to make a choice, 

when the service of God is an issue, is to 
choose not to serve him. Joshua’s decision 
for himself and his house, as the leader 
of Israel, set the right example of loyalty 
to Jehovah for all the rest of the children 
of Israel to follow. He could speak for 
his entire family and household domestics, 
whose voluntary choice in the "matter he 
merely stated.

May there be frequent occasions for the 
reconsecration of ourselves to God, and the 
rededication of our lives to his service.

Sunday, April 3
Read Isaiah 55: 1-5—THE GRACIOUS 

INVITATION
"Ho every one that thirsteth, come ya to the 

waters; and he that hath no money; come ye, buy 
and eat."

To whom is the invitation given? To 
“every one that thirsteth”: anybody who 
has a conscious need and an acute sense 
of want. “Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.” To what 
are they invited? To “the waters,” that 
which alone can satisfy. Nothing but the 
grace of Jesus Christ can give peace and 
satisfaction, or ran afford a permanent sup­
ply for the dire needs of the human heart. 
This is not that gratification which is the 
exhaust' of ’ desire, but that satisfaction 
which is the supply of need. What is the 
price? “He that hath no money.” Poverty 
of resources is not a bar but a facility for 
partaking of the divine bounty. The 
maimed, the halt, the blind get a special 
invitation to the wedding feast. Grace can 
be bought without money. It has its price, 
not in currency paid out but in gifts ac­
cepted. It is free to all. The rich cannot 
buy it; the poor do not need money with 
which to do so. The sole condition is that 
of accepting the invitation, “Come ye.” 
The grace of God must be sought. It must 
be desired. There- has to be a going to 
the fountain on the part of the thirsty 
soul, though it be a limping, halting re­
sponse to the gracious invitation to the 
waters where its own burning thirst can 
be supplied.

As the traveler, lost in the desert and 
dying with thirst, turns for his life toward 
the springs of an oasis, may our hearts turn 
to the fountain of living waters.
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Lesson 1—April 3

Peter Becomes a Dis­
ciple of Jesus

Read Mark 1: 14-18, 29-81
Devotional Reading—Isaiah 55: 1-5
Golden Text—Come ye after me, and I 

will make you to become fishers of men. 
Mark 1: 17.

A special call from Christ Is. first of all. a call to 
prepare for serving him. He told Simon and An­
drew, when he called them from their nets by the sea 
of Galilee to become his disciples, that he would 
make them to become fishers of men. They were 
not that then. They could not themselves acquire 
such skill or power; but. he would give them that 
training and development which would equip them 
for such a high office and work. All preparation 
for iM*nice to Christ must necessarily be derived 
directly from him. Mental equipment i« needed to 
supplement the spiritual faculties In the exercise of 
divine gifts and in the discharge of one's Chris- 
Jkn duties; but back of all learning thare must 
be that spiritual preparation which can be had only 
by a personal and prolonged attendant* upon the 
school of Jesus Christ. Let none h«- too hasty to 
complete the period of such preparation. In Christ's 
own time, he will liberate hia faithful pupils and 
send them forth as “fishers of men."

Lesson Text
I. THE MINISTRY OF PREACHING.

14 Now .ft., that John w„ put |n pHlon. Jean.
7 ‘hr ««p.l of th. king-uom or God.

15 And saying. The time is fulfilled, and the king­
dom of God is at handt repent ye, and believe the 
gospel.

II. THE MINISTRY OF TRAINING.
8im%T a^d"\h ba St Ma f,f Ga,,k*' hc 
Simon and Andrew hia brother casting a net into 
the^sea: for they were fluhers.
. V r-n. unt4’ <hem' Come ye after me
anA AWJ ma.k? you t0 bw,rne fidhers of men 
. “ A"^ •‘r-’Rhtway they forsook their nets and fol- 
loweq nim.

III. THE MINISTRY OF HEALING.
29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the 

synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. ounon

80 Hut Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever 
and anon they tell him of her.
iif?Jd ™ Ca"^ a.nd h,,r by tb* ^nd. -nd 

f I the fever left herand she ministered unto them. *r’

Lesson Comment
1. The Ministry of Preaching. John, 

the Baptist, had been cast into prison in 
the castle of Machaerus down by the Dead 
Sea. and his active ministry was ended. 
The forerunner’s message had been deliv- 
ered. The mightier than he had come. Je­
sus at this time began preaching in Galilee 
that the time was fulfilled and that the 
people should repent and believe the gos­
pel. Repentance and faith were the key- 
notes of his message. And it was his mes­
sage that was central and primary in his 
mission. That came before every thing 
else. All that he did was contributory to 
what he said, just as what he said was 
meant to reflect his own person as the 
Son of God sent into the world.

2. The Ministry of Training. Simon 
and Andrew were called from their nets, 
while actively engaged in the business of 
fishing for a living, to become his disciples, 
his immediate followers. They could not 
go with Jesus and follow their fishing trade 
also. So they had to leave their nets in 
order to go with Jesus. They were already 
believers in him; now they became his at­
tendants or disciples, giving themselves 
wholly to his cause and labors. It is the 
duty of all who1 are called by Christ to 
special service to respond immediately and 
willingly, not reluctantly. What an exalted 
calling is that to which Jesus calls one! 
What could b<? more important than win- 
nlng men’s souls to Jesus and eternal life’

3. The Ministry of Healing. The heal- 
Ing of Simon’s mother-in-law was a volun- 
tary act of Jesus in his early Galilean min­
istry. The friends merely tell him that 
she has a fever. The mention of a dis­
tress, however, was usually a sufficient call 
upon Christ to attend upon the sufferer. 
He took the woman by the hand and lifted 
her up, and she was cured immediately. 
It was not a case of hypnotic power, or the 
influence of suggestion, for the woman had 
a fever due to inflammations caused by 
toxins of one sort or another, over which 
the mind of the patient has no control 
whatever. That It was a direct and spe­
cial miracle is proved by the fact that the 
woman ministered to the disciples gathered 
at her house; that is, she was able to ac­
tually go about her household duties in the 
entertainment of guests.

Monday, April 4
R»d M.uh.v 141 22-SS—PETER’S LEMON IN 

TRUST
"O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 

doubt T”
To the storm-tossed boat in which the 

disciples had rowed against the winds and 
waves nearly all night, Jesus was seen ap­
proaching in the gloaming about six o’clock 
in the morning, walking on the water. 
He had sent them ahead by boat from the 
other side of the sea of Galilee, while he 
sent away the multitude whom he had mi­
raculously fed, after which he went up 
in a mountain to pray. When the disciples 
saw him indistinctly in the shadows of the 
early morning, they thought he was a sprite, 
until by his familiar voice they identified 
him. Peter then requested that, if it were 
actually the Master, he be permitted to come 
to him on the water. Jesus granted his 
request. At first Peter walked very safely 
and comfortably on the waves, but as they 
began to roll up around his feet, he be­
came fearful and began to kink. His cour­
age and trust wavered, not under adverse 
conditions, but under his fear because of 
them. His heart failed him; then his feet 
started to go down. One’s stand can be 
no more secure than his faith. Perhaps 
Peter was a good swimmer, and ordinarily 
could trust to his swimming, but those 
waves were not to swim in! As he takes 
his eyes off his dangers long enough to 
cry out to Jesus for help, he is lifted up 
and suffered nothing worse than wet feet! 
Jesus rebuked him for having such little 
faith, and asked “why did you doubt?” 
What reason was there for it? Faith may 
often be both sincere and weak. To be 
effective and victorious, it must be strong 
enough. a

May we have faith great cno^h to go 
through with whatever hasards Christ may 
give us permission to enter.

Tuesday, April 5
Read 2 Kins* 61 1-7—THE FLOATING AX 

“He cut down a stick, and cast It in thither, 
and made the iron to

The school of the prophets at Gilgal 
grew in attendance and numbers so much 

that there was not housing enough for all 
the young men who wanted to be under 
Elisha’s influence and instructions. So the 
students suggested building a rough, log 
house themselves to afford more adequate 
lodging; and each volunteered to go to 
the river Jordan and bring a beam, They 
were poor. One of them even had to bor­
row an ax. While he was cutting down 
a tree near the edge of a stream, the ax 
slipped from the helve and dropped into the 
deep water. In his consternation at the loss 
of the borrowed ax, he called Elisha’s at­
tention to his misfortune. The old prophet 
cut down a stick and cast it into the wa­
ter, and as it floated on the surface, the 
lost ax rose to meet it. So the young man 
reached' forth his hand and took it again. 
Elisha did not throw in the helve after the 
hatchet, but cut a new stick. He did not 
double the miracle by making the stick sink 
down to the ax, but by making the ax rise 
to meet the stick. It was by divine power 
that the iron floated as cork on the sur­
face of the water. Every element has such 
specific gravity, or changes it, as God has 
purpose for its use.

May we trust in God to satwtify our mis­
fortunes, and to restore to us whatever we 
may have lost in our attempts to serve him.

Wednesday, April 6
Read Jonah 1: 4-10—JONAH IN A STORM 

“I know that for my sake this great temjKzt 
is upon yo»i.”

Jonah objected to preaching to the people 
of Nineveh because they were the political 
enemies of his own country; and he was 
more disposed to anathematize them than 
to evangelise them. But he had to learn 
the important lesson, which most of us 
still need to learn, that our enemies ac­
cording to the flesh can become our broth­
ers according to the spirit. The love of 
enemies, as a motive in preaching, had to 
be taught him by violent measures. He in­
tended to substitute Tarshish for Nineveh. 
If he must go somewhere and preach, why 
not the preacher select his own field? But 
since Jonah eubstituted another destina­
tion for that which God had stated, what 
was the reason for his going anywhere? 
Why did he not stay at home, and decline 
the call entirely? But then he could not 
have complied with the divine will at all 
and would have suffered distress of mind 
from overt disobedience. Having made all
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arrangements to go to Tarshish, he was 
easy and comfortable, and slept soundly in 
the ship while the storm raged about it. 
The sailors tried hard to hold the vessel 
against the tempest, but extremity was 
thrust upon them. Disobedience to God on 
the part of any of his servants is a pub­
lic calamity. Unbelievers often suffer in 
consequence of the sins of Christian peo­
ple. When he was awakened, Jonah recog­
nized the cause of the distress, and heroic­
ally suggested that he be thrown overboard. 
He was head-strong, but he was not a 
coward. He knew then that escape from 
his duty to follow out the command of God 
was impossible. When all were doomed to 
perish, he offered himself to expiate the 
guilt of his sin. He expected to be 3rowned. 
His escape was miraculous.

May we realize that when God preserves 
our lives at a time when death seems cer­
tain, he has work for us yet to do for him.

Thursday, April 7
Read Acts 2T: 27-44—PAUL IN A STORM 

theca abide in the chip, ye can not be

In times of calm, God's man may be fet­
tered and under restrictions; but when trials 
come, he rises to a place of freedom and 
command. Paul had assured all on the ill- 
fated ship that they would not perish be­
cause he had received such assurance from 
God in a vision at night. Yet they must 
all be saved together. So when some of 
the sailors let down the life-boats from the 
davits to attempt to get away to land in 
them, the apostle declared that they must 
stay in the ship else they would be lost. 
They must share the fate of all,—that is 
the saving of all. God would keep them 
alive. Any effort to save themselves would 
be disastrous. The safest place anywhere 
is the company of those to whom the prom­
ise of deliverance and safety has been 
given. God is the only rescuer, and he 
must be accepted as such. Two hundred 
and seventy-six souls escaped the billows 
and came safely to land, some swam ashore; 
others, on boards and broken pieces of the 
ship, floated to land; but all were saved 
according to the word of the Lord to Paul 
that God had given him “all that sailed 
with him."

May we trust God to briny us safely 
into harbor even when we are shipwrecked 
and all seems to be lost.

Friday, April 8.
R~d Hebrew, THE ANCHOR

"We have, aa an anchor ot the coni, a hope both 
,n,i ln,» •>••• which I.within the veil.”

All well-grounded hope is in Jesus 
Christ. Hope based on any other founda­
tion is not well grounded. “No other founda­
tion can any man lay'than that which is 
laid, Jesus Christ." Two things are neces­
sary in an anchor; first that it shall be 
"sure,” that is, strong enough to hold, no 
matter how severely the storm may pull 
against it; and second, "steadfast," that 
is, deeply enough embedded in its fastenings 
that it will not drag. The bottom of the sea 
is its own support. Unless it reaches the 
hidden, submarine foundations, both it and 
the ship to which it is attached will be 
driven at the mercy of the waves. So our 
hope in Jesus entered within the vail, and is 
fastened to Jesus Christ as a risen and 
glorified redeemer, and as an immovable and 
indestructible anchorage. Death hath no 
power nor dominion over him. It is he who 
holds us as we take hold of him by faith. 
Our temporal welfare depends upon un­
broken connection with him as our spirit­
ual stay and strength. We are kept by 
what he does for us rather than by what 
we do for ourselves. In this, he func­
tions as our great high priest who offered 
himself for us and who is now at the right 
hand of God making intercession for us.

May we have that hope in Christ which 
alone can give us peace and joy in a world 
of unrest and sorrow.

Saturday, April 9
R..d P..lm 31: 1-14—TRUSTING IN JEHOVAH 

’,B *b»«. O Lord, do 1 put my tru.t; 1.1 ma 
never be ashamed.”

David sings of the providential care and 
goodness of God to him in his trials and 
afflictions as a fugitive from Saul, and in 
his experiences as a wilderness captain. 
He was aware that he had many times been 
saved from evil circumstances and dangers. 
But he is grateful mostly because his in­
iquity, sighing and grief had led him to 
rush to Jehovah as his rock and fortress, 
and that he had trusted in him for strength 
and protection. God’s own hand had pulled 
him out of the net that had been secretly 
laid for him. He was trapped but God 
opened the jaws of the trap and liberated 
him. His confidence was not in himself, 

for he was “as a broken vessel”; nor in 
his own reputation, for he was “as a dead 
man,” whom men bury and forget; though 
they stop for the obsequies and drop a tear 
on his new-made grave, they quickly move 
on to other scenes and other concerns. How 
easily we congratulate ourselves upon our 
resources and trust in our own judgment 
to pull us through life. Many there are 
who expect to make their way in life by 
dint of their own effort. But how much 
more comfortable and even successful they 
would be if they would look to God for wis­
dom and guidance at every step! Those 
lives in which God has any special pur­
pose, must learn to trust him fully and 
implicitly. Trust in God should have its 
due acknowledgment. We ought to tell it.

May our trust in God be so great that 
we ehall never be put to shame or con­
fusion by the adversaries of our souls.

Sunday, April 10
Read Psalm 91: 1-10—THE SECURITY OF THE 

GODLY
“There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 

plague come nigh thy dwelling.”
Jehovah is a refuge and fortress, a de­

fense against attacks of any sort from any 
source. He is a rampart which is im­
pregnable on all sides. He liberates the 
trusting soul that has been caught in the 
devil's snares, gins or traps, before the 
trapper arrives to destroy it. He covers 
the righteous as a great mother bird her 
young, protecting them against the chills 
and damps, and against the nights of ter­
ror and dismay. The godly are singled 
out for protection. In battle, they are 
spared while others fall at their side. All 
who make Jehovah their habitation, and 
dwell in him, shall meet with no disaster, 
for no evil can befall him. Nor can any 
plague or epidemic come nigh their tent 
or dwelling place; for the presence of Je­
hovah is their health and sanitation. But 
such security is that of life, rather than of 
its physical or material phases, belongings 
or affairs. Many a good man, wnose se­
curity in God is unquestioned, has lost all 
his earthly possessions, or his health. But 
he himself was untouched by the terrors 
which, had it not been for God’s sheltering 
care, would have been his own ruin.

May our security be in God and under 
his almighty protection, may we trust and 
be calm.

Lesson 2—April 10

Peter’s Lesson in Trust
Read Matthew 14: 22-23.
Devotional Reading—Psalm 91: 1-10.
Golden Text—Be of good cheer; it is 1; 

be not afraid. Matthew 14: 27.

Our failure to nee Christ clearly In the midst of 
our perplexities is the reason why we are discom­
fited and terror-atricken. To see him slightly may 
even add to our dismay, for he may seem to be a 
haunting specter that moves mysteriously about in 
the gloaming. Many people are terrorised by the 
first, indistinct impression they received of the com­
ing of their deliverance. Rut when they hear the 
voice of love and witness the miracle of a divine 
presence approaching them in a pathway over the 
billowy sea. they stand rebuked for their timidity 
and welcome the giver of good cheer and peace of 
mind and heart.

Lesson Text
I. an imaginary peril.

22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples 
to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the 
other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he 
went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when 
the evening was come, he was there alone.

24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, 
tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
went unto them, walking on the sea.

26 And when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea. they were troubled, saying. It in a spirit; 
and they cried out for fear.

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, 
Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

II. AN ACTUAL DANGER, r
28 And Peter answered him add said. Lord, If it be 

thou, bid me come unto thee oh the water.
29 And he said. Come. And when Peter was come 

down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to 
go to Jesus.

30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid ; and beginning to sink,' he cried, saying, Lord, 
save me.
III. THE DIVINE HELPER.

31 And Immediately Jesus stretched forth hit 
hand, and caught him. and said unto him, O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt T

82 And when they were come into the ship, tho 
wind ceased.

38 Then they that were in the ship came and 
worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art tha 
Son of God.
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Lesson Comment

1. An Imaginary Peril. After feeding 
the five thousand, Jesus sent the disciples 
back across the sea of Galilee in a boat. 
He himself lingered to send the multitude 
away. It was a real problem to disperse 
so many people. General Goethals, after 
the Panama canal was finished, remarked 
that to disperse so many laborers was a 
greater task than to assemble them or even 
to build the canal. But Jesus soon had 
the five thousand people dispersed for the 
night, and he himself went up in a moun­
tain to pray. Before the disciples reached 
the other side of the sea, a storm arose 
and raged so that they could not effect a 
landing the whole night long. About 6 
A.M., they saw a form approaching them 
on the water which they supposed to be 
a ghost, and in fear of which they cried 
out. Quickly the voice of Jesus was heard 
above the roar of the sea, “It is I.” Their 
fright was ended, and they welcomed ths 
coming Master.

2. An Actual Danger. From an imagi­
nary peril, Peter rushed into a real one. 
Recovering from fright, he becomes very 
bold. In order to make further test of 
the identity of Jesus as he walked toward 
them on the water, Peter asked that he 
might be permitted to come to him on the 
water; and Jesus granted his request. But 
when the waves began to dash their fury 
at his feet, his courage wavered and his 
faith grew weak. As he started to sink 
down under the waves, he cried out to 
Jesus to save him.

3. The Divine Helper. Jesus helped 
Peter first, and afterward rebuked him 
for having had no more faith. Had not 
Peter had the Lord's permission to come 
to him walking on the water? and would 
the Master not uphold him in any under­
taking on which he had given him leave 
to enter? Peter started out walking on 
the water safely enough, could he not have 
kept on? But, like the most of us, he 
had more courage to start than to keep 
on going after be had started. It is the 
strain of going on and on, under trying 
circumstances of the lapse of time and 
the rising tide of terrors, that shows how 
much or how little faith we have. When 
Jesus, got in the boat with the disciples, the 
sea became calm to them.

Monday, April 11
Re.d M.nhew IB: 13-24—PETER'S GREAT 

CONFESSION
Cod?™ *rt “* Ch,l‘'’ "" So“ •' "’“"S

Jesus introduced the question of his own 
divine sonship to his disciples, in the coasts 

Philippi' asking them. 
Whom do men say that I, the son of man 

am?" He asked them for the opinions of 
other people regarding himself, affirming 
that he was “the son of man," in illusion to 
his own peculiar character. They answered 
by giving him the various phases of favor- 
able popular opinion concerning him. They 
quoted his admirers, of course, instead of 
his enemies, as he meant for them to do. 
Their reply led up to the direct question to 
them, “Whom say ye that I am?" Peter 
is first and forward to reply, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” It was 
this confession from his disciples for which 
Jesus instituted the inquiry. However, the 
Master declared that Peter was thus speak­
ing under inspiration or by revelation of 
the Father, and that he was therefore mak­
ing a greater confession that he was aware 
of, and was affirming more than he of him- 
self knew. “On this rock,” Jesus would 
build his church. What was that rock1 
It is very evident that it refers to the 
solidified sentiments of those who were then 
gathered around him, to whom the fact of 
his Sonship of God was revealed by the 
Father. The church is not built on men, 
nor yet on their faith, but upon Jesus Christ 
acknowledged by believers to be the Son 
of God. When Jesus immediately afterward 
began to tell the disciples about his death 
and resurrection as a part of his mission 
as the Son of God, Peter rebuked him; but 
Jesus replied that Peter’s idea was merely 
the common judgments of men but not of 
divine intelligence and wisdom. At that 
time, he did not know fully what Christ's 
divine Sonship meant.

May we acknowledge Jesus, the Christ, 
Ike Son of God, by testimony which shall 
be insured in us by the Spirit of God.

Tuesday, April 12
R..d John 4: 20-29— A WOMAN'S CONFESSION 

“Com*. •*« * man, which told me all things that 
ever 1 did; can this be the Christ?”

By his consummate teaching art and 
divine wisdom, Jesus led the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s well, near the city of 
Sychar, to a self-revelation, or a knowledge 
of herself in ^he light of full information 
about herself from him. Revelation is a 
declaration; and hence she said that he 
had told her every thing she had done. It 
was a moral revelation which, if sincerely 
received, means a moral reformation. The 
woman’s moral conduct was stated in the 
course of his conversation with her. She 
therefore acknowledged that he had discov­
ered her. Yet his was a sympathetic under­
standing, not harsh nor holier-than-thou. 
She was not wounded, but encouraged by 
his statement of her case. She perceived 
and felt the influence of his clean life and 
perfect understanding. Though she was 
evidently .guilty of questionable morals, she 
was of a devotional, religious mind; as ex­
pressed in her statement that she knew that 
the Messiah was coming who would tell 
all about God and the worship of God. 
Then Jesus said to her that he himself 
was the Messiah. Since he had told the 
truth about her, he could be credited with 
having spoken truthfully about himself. 
She ran to the city and told the people of 
Jesus and asked that they come and see 
him for themselves. There is joy in being 
discovered by Christ, wherever there is a 
humble penitent spirit and a desire to be 
found of him. Then there is desire to give 
the glad information to others that they 
too may share the comforts and blessings 
of knowing Jesus.

Afay we joyfully confers Christ to those 
with whom we were engaged in sin before 
we found him.

Wednesday, April 13
Read Acte 4: 13-22—COUR AGEOUS CONFESSION 

"Whether it be right in the tight Af God to 
hearken unto you rather than unto God; judge ye; 
lor we can hut apeak the things which we saw 
and heard.”

While Peter and John were prehching in 
Jerusalem, they healed an impotent man 
who had been an incurable cripple for more 
than forty years. The miracle was per­
formed with the definite statement that 
it was Jesus Christ by whose name the 

lame man was healed. The Jewish coun­
cil, or Sanhedrin, had heard of the preach­
ing of the apostles which charged them with 
having maliciously killed Jesus. They were 
in great dilemma by the preaching of these 
men who had such wonderful power, not 
only over the people but also to perform 
cures in the name of that person whom they 
had crucified. They held a private session 
of their council and decided to command 
the apostles to preach no more in the name 
of Jesus. They said to Peter and John, 
Do not be so clamorous in honoring your 
Jesus. It is very offensive to us! And be 
very quiet about your healing; and do not 
let the name of Jesus be used in your mira­
cle working. Theirs was a dilemma of 
prejudice. On the other hand, the apostles 
were thrust into a dilemma of conviction; 
obedience to authority on the one side, and 
their testimony of personal experience and 
knowledge on the other. They granted to 
the council the right to judge them. Law­
lessness is not every time disrespect for 
statutes but disregard /or authorities. They 
did not yield to the council any prerogative 
over their consciences, in matters which 
were true and could not be denied.

May we have well established convictions 
concerning Christ, and have the courage of 
them before men.

Thursday, April 14
Read 1 Corinthians 3: 1-11—THE SURE 

FOUNDATION
"For other foundation can not man lay than 

tha. which is laid, which I* Jesut Christ.”
Divisions id the church at Corinth were 

due to party adherence to different men who 
had labored there and whose influence in 
the church had been very powerful. The 
members based their religious life too much 
upon God’s men, God’s servants, instead of 
on Christ and their relations to him. It 
was the fault of the church members rather 
than their ministers. Some said they were 
of Paul, others said they were of Apollos, 
and still other parties existed in the church, 
each the followers of some one of their 
leaders. Their attachment to Christ was 
not sufficiently direct. All they had was 
through certain teachers. Hence the per­
sonality of each of their leaders became the 
ground of differences among themselves. 
Wherever the influence of great men is 
strongly felt in a church, there is danger
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of party formations among the people on 
these lines. But there is unity and fellow­
ship in Jesus Christ. He is the only founda­
tion. While all are standing on him, there 
is structural unity among them, even though 
there be functional differences.

May our relations to Christ he personal 
and direct, without the intervention of any 
preacher, priest or ecclesiastical dignitary 
whatsoever.

Friday, April 15
Read Isaiah 2S: 14-22—THE PRECIOUS CORNER 

STONE
“Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 

a tried stone, a precious corner stone of sure 
foundation.”

The prophet proclaims the false security 
of the rulers of Judah whose self-righteous­
ness was so great that they thought they 
were immune against death (with which 
they had made a covenant); and with hell, 
or hades, (with which they were in agree­
ment). In their fortress at Jerusalem they 
trusted, as they built up the fortifications 
of their pride. But the prophet of the Lord 
speaks in plain rebuke of their folly and 
in clear cut promise of a real immunity 
against death and the grave. If they would 
be secure against the grave, let them make 
a covenant, not with the grave,, but with 
that power which is greater than death. 
Hell might revoke its agreement not to de­
stroy, and would annul all its covenants 
when its victims are within its grasp. What 
is the foundation of an enduring, indestruct­
ible life? It is a “stone," a type of Christ, 
more substantial that the granite founda­
tion on which Zion stood. It is one that 
is “tried,” having passed through the fires 
and floods, having stood through all the 
ages against opposition, decay and death. 
It is a "precious” stone, invaluable both in 
its nature and its place as a structural 
unit and a sure foundation. All who are 
not resting on this foundation will have 
their covenants with death annulled and dis­
solved. When their evil hour comes, they 
will not have whereon to stand, for death 
itself will have sunk under their feet. Their 
provisions for themselves will be insufficient 
for their needs, as "the bed that is shorter 
than a man can stretch himself on it.”

May we look for no other escape from 
destruction than that which is afforded in 
Jesus' Christ, our previous Saviour.

Saturday, April 18
..vR'?d 1 *■ '-'o—living stones

Christians are likened unto living stones 
which are capable of growing together into 
the divine plan and purpose for their unity 
and formation into one body. Their Atting 
together is rather a matter of growth than 
of loss. All are built up as each contributes 
himself to the structure. The greatest con­
tribution which one can make to a cause 
is that of giving himself to it. Such a 
structure will be a spiritual house, being 
made up m every part of living materials, 
it is an organization of the Holy Spirit; 
and is therefore a spiritual organism It 
is not an assembly of different parts as 
,n a machine; but a union of different 
organs, as in the human body. It is self- 
governing by the Spirit. Its competency 
is m itself. Hence it is a holy priesthood, 
a consecrated body, set apart to divine ser­
vice and qualified to receive the presence 
and revelations of God.

May we remember that the collective 
capacity of Christians ie the ordained con­
dition for the spiritual upbuilding and func­
tioning of each separate Christian life.

Sunday, April 17
Red Ruin, 34; 1-s—MAGNIFYING THE LORD 

“O th. Lord with me. and lot u. .nail
hl« name tofether.”

This it a song of David commemorating 
his deliverance from Achish, king of Gath, 
into whose hands he fell when he fled from 
Saul, and before whom he feigned insanity. 
Though he successfully played an assumed 
part, he attributed the result of it to the 
favorable providence and goodness of God. 
It was God’s doing, even if it was his own 
strategy. He could easily have failed to 
make Achish believe he was crazy. He de­
sires others to magnify the Lord with him. 
God is worthy of a concert of praise. Let 
the song be a chorus instead of a solo. 
Voices that are blended in exalting the 
name of the Lord magnify it most highly. 
One worshiper will stimulate another to 
praise. Everybody has cause to be grate­
ful to God, hence all can join harmoniously 
and heartily together in magnifying the 
name of the Lord.

May God give us hearts of thanksgiving 
and Ups of praise to his holy name, for 
his marvelous goodness and mercy toward

Peter’s Great Confession
Read Matthew 16: 13-24.
Devotional Reading—Psalm 34: 1-8. .
GOLDEN Text—Thou art the Christ, the Son 

of the living God. Matthew 16: 16.

The acknowedrment of Jesus as the Son of God 
by Peter, at the time when Jesus was with hi* 
dhciples in the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, was the 
first definite declaration of the kind which any man 
had made. The divinity of Jesus is a fundamental 
Christian doctrine. To believe it and affirm it is 
to accept him as the anointed of God and the 
Saviour from sin. But It must be a spiritual revela­
tion instead of mere historical belief. It must be 
of that type of faith with which a Jew believes, and 
is willing to say, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God: 
for then he is saved.

Lesson Text
I. FAITH CONFESSED.

18 When Jesus came into the coasts of Csesarea 
Philippi, he asked hi* disciples, saying. Whom do 
men say that I the Son of man am?

14 And they said. Some say that thoa art John 
the Baptist: some. Elias; and others, Jeremias, ,or 
one of the prophets.

15 He saith unto them. But whom say ye that. I 
am?

16 And Simon Peter answered and said. Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him. Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which Is 
in heaven.

18 And I say also unto thee. That thou art Peter, 
and upon thia rock I will build my church: and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
II. IGNORANCE SHOWN.

21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto 
his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day. a

22 Then Peter took him, and bega* to rebuke 
him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lora: this shall 
not be unto thee.

28 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 
thou savoureat not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men.
III. DISCIPLESHIP EXPLAINED.

24 Then said Jasus unto his disciples, If any man 
will come after me. let him deny himself, ami take 
up his cross, and follow me.

Lenon Comment
1. Faith Confessed. It was a prefatory, 

or preliminary, question which Jesus asked 
his disciples concerning the opinions of other 
people regarding him. That was not much 
concern to him. The great consideration 
was what his disciples thought about him, 
and whom they were willing to say he was. 
Hence, his question to them directly which 
brought out Peter’s reply that he was the 
Son of God. Though he knew what they 
thought, it was necessary’ for them to tell 
it. The Father had acknowledged the divine 
Sonship of Jesus, both by a word from 
heaven and by the miracles which he 
wrought; now would they acknowledge him? 
Since they did so, Jesus declared that his 
church would be built on such a rock, and 
that all ecclesiastical power and authority 
would be given it.

2. Ignorance Shown. Though Peter had 
said a great deal, he did not fully compre­
hend all that the divine Sonship of Jesus 
meant. As the Master began to tell them 
about his sufferings;* Peter said, Not so; 
it would not become the Son of God to sub­
mit to torture and indignity at the hands 
of men. Jesus told him then that his ideas 
concerning the Messiah were of men and 
not of God. He had a notion that the Mes­
siah would become a mighty world ruler 
and assert his divine authority over wicked 
men.’ But when Jesus declared that he 
must yield to kicked authorities and suffer 
death at their hands, Peter could not make 
it out at all.

3. Discipleship Explained.' Just as Je­
sus made his own life one of sacrifice, so 
must they also who follow him. Count the 
cost. To keep the fellowship of Jesus is 
not a self-indulgent life policy. Those who 
seek personal ease and popular favor do 
not go with him very far. The way is 
thorny. Let every disciple take up his 
cross, whatever it may be, for Christ, and 
carry’ it; not try to get rid of it, and hope 
for comfort by being eased of responsibility 
and trial. Let him bear it and thus prove 
his fellowship and fidelity to Jesus, as his 
Lord and Master. Those who have such 
a spirit can be his disciples, whether they 
are loud in their acclamations of faith or 
serene in their avowals of faithfulness to 
him. Let our cross-bearing be in keeping 
with our confessions.
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DAILY READINGS
April 18 to April 24

Preparing for Lesson 4, April t}. page 34.
» ----------------- ----------------------------------------- —4

Monday, April 18
Rod Mark 9: a-10—PETER AT THE 

TRANSFIGURATION
"L.l vb maha three Ubereeclee, on. fee thee, 

one lor Moser and one for Elijah.”

At the transfiguration of Jeaus, Peter 
was bewildered hut wanted to any or do 
aomethiny in keeping with the extraordi­
nary occasion. Hence he made the sug­
gestion that a booth be erected for each of 
the three principals in the wonderful meet­
ing. It was a delightful and exhilarating 
experience for him, and he desired to pro­
long it by making preparation for the com­
fort of the honored guests, with Jesus as 
their hoat for the occasion. But what folly 
it was to suggest a booth to protect them 
from the glare and brightness of the light 
of which their presence was the occasion? 
Peter had an exalted appreciation of the 
unusual religious experience. He did not 
understand it, but he liked it. The glory 
of Jesus suited him mighty well. But how 
Jesus was to be glorified, he knew not. The 
Master's statement about his resurrection 
puzzled them greatly. But his glory on 
the mount would not be understood until 
after he was risen from the dead.

May every uplift of eoul or special experi­
ence of grace bring as into clearer vision 
of Jesus, our glorified Lord.

Tuesday, April 19
R..d 2 Ert.r I: 12-21—THE TESTIMONY OF 

PETER
"Ws did not follow cunnlnsly d.vl.od fabl... 

when we made known unto you the power end 
cumin, of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Peter, an old man now, writes to Chris­
tians everywhere in order to remind them 
of the personal eye-witness he bore to Je­
sus. He refers especially to the experience 
on the Mount of Transfiguration where he 
saw the visitors from heaven, and heard 
the voice of the Father acknowledging the 
Sonship of Jesus. It was not a dream. It 
was not hearsay. It was a fact to which 
both his senses of sight apd hearing were 
witnesses. The coming and incarnation of 
the Son of God in Jesus of Nazareth was 
not a cunningly devised fable, a fabrication 
of his friends or admirers, because they 

were slow to accept it as a fact evan after 
many repeated evidences and proofs of if 
The fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus Christ 
was not of private interpretation, that is 
no one could have perceived it of himself’ 
but as it was given him by the Holy Spirit 
who also Inspired the authors of the 
prophecy.

May we have a 
Ch list, and out of 
testimony of him.

personal experience of 
that, bear a personal

Wednesday, April 20
Re«d John B: 30-40—THE WITNESS OF THE 

AT HER

*...........  -
Christ's special relationship to the Father 

was revealed in the Father’s acknowledge­
ment of him, not only in audible voice but 
also in public works. The witness which 
John the Baptist heard was only that of 
the Father’s voice which spoke at his bap­
tism and said, "This is my beloved Son.’’ 
But what Jesus had done, by the power of 
God was even greater testimony from the 
rather than that. For example: which is 
a father’s greater testimony to the sonship 
of his child, to say to him, “you are my 
son,” or to tell him in what he does for 
him, or enables him to do? Furthermore: 
the Father witnessed to the Sopthip of 
Jesus in the inspired prophecies of old. 
xu «?’h,.ch the pc°P,e r»«htly regarded as 
the Word of God testified of Jesus.

Muy all the holy Scriptures, an also every 
experience of Ufa testify to ns that Jesus 
Chrwt is the Son of God.

Read John 12: 23-32—THE VOICE FROM 
HEAVEN

Thursday, April 21

Following the request of the Greeks to 
see Jesus, who evidently meant to espouse 
his cause and enthrone him among them­
selves, his mind turned toward what he 
knew to be the only gateway to his glory, 
which was his death and resurrection. The 
grain of wheat falling into the ground il­
lustrates the principle of his promotion. 
Passing away as one, he rises as many- 
But as he faced the ordeal, his soul was 
troubled. He prays, "Father save me 
from this hour,’* but he immediately recalls 
the mission upon which he had come, and

says, as if in answer to his own prayer, 
"for this cause came I unto this hour.” 
Then when he prays that the Father would 
glorify his own name, there fell a voice 
from heaven which said, “I have both glori­
fied it and will glorify it again.”

May we pray, "Father, glorify thy 
name”/ for we may be assured that every 
such prayer will be heard and answered,

Friday, April 22
Read 2 Corinthians 3: 7-lt—THE GLORY OF 

THE LORD
"But ws all, with unvei|ed face reflecting as a 

mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into 
the same image from glory unto glory."

The glory of Jehovah, which appeared on 
the face of Moses as he was seen coming 
down out of Mt. Sinai, was a reflected glory. 
It was skin deep. But it was too bright 
for eyes that had not been accustomed to 
high lights, hence he had to vail his face 
while he talked with the people. His face 
absorbed the glory of God, as a rose takes 
up the different elements of the sunlight 
that falls on it, It was merely on his face: 
“the skin of his face shone.” But, in Jesus 
Christ, we have a light within us. By him, 
the law is written on the tablets of our 
hearts. And our likeness to God does not 
offend but delights the most timid or deli­
cate eye of the beholder. So it is with un­
vailed faces that we reflect the glory of 
the Lord which shines out in our lives. It 
is not original with us but it is within us. 
As Moses’ face shone with the reflected 
glory of God; and as he, by his shining 
countenance, bore the alloyed image of God, 
much more can we, who have the Spirit of 
God in our hearts and whose lives are hid 
with Christ in God, undergo a gradual but 
permanent transformation into the same 
image. It does not need to be vailed, nor 
will it ever wear off or fade away.

May our hearts enthrone the glorified 
Christ and our lives exhibit the beauty of 
his holiness,

Saturday, April 23
Raad Revelation 1: 9-IS—THE GLORIFIED 

SAVIOUR
"And hi# countenance vu as the lun shineth 

In hi* strength."

John, the apocalyptic seer, was permitted 
to behold the full glory of Jeaus whose face 

was as a noon-day sun. Where and under 
what conditions was he seen so glorified? 
Among his churches, the seven golden can­
dle-sticks which were his light-bearers in 
the world. Can it be that the glory of 
Chrjst is involved in the mission and labors 
of the churches in the earth? Even so, ac­
cording to this vision. The seven stars in 
his hand were the messengers of the seven 
churches. The pastors, or messengers, or 
word-bearers are all in his hand. They 
are placed and commissioned by him. The 
two-edged sword proceeding out of his 
mouth is the Word o’f God which can not 
be gainsaid nor defeated. Thus the glory 
of Christ in the earth is to be seen in his 
presence in the midst of his churches which 
are the agencies which he himself estab­
lished for the honor of his name and the 
spread of his cause. His personal glory is 
separate from that of the churches; and 
whether they be faulty or blameless, his 
glory in them is untarnished and unfading.

May the glorified Christ be seen in the 
midst of the churches doday.

Sunday, April 24
Read Iiaiah 6: 1-8—A GLORIFIED VISION
"I mw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and 

| lifted up." I I
This vision of the Lord came to Isaiah 

in the death year of king Uzziah. Often 
the wake of sorrow is the train of blessings 
and visions. The holiness of God is the 
message of the seraphims that surround his 
throne, before which the door posts move 
and smoke fills the house. The Lord was 
seen on his throne, as the supreme ruler 
and sovereign. To look upon God as sover­
eign is to look upon oneself as a subject of 
his. But in a vision of the Lord "high and 
lifted up,” there comes into the soul of the 
seer a consciousness of insignificance and 
meanness, just as Isaiah confessed that he 
was a man of unclean lips. But to behold 
God rightly is a vision of hope and comfort, 
one that brings the promise of cleansing, 
in acknowledgment of whieh the seer vol­
unteers for any service which the Lord on 
his divine throne may indicate.

May we see our own weakness, and a‘ 
the same time our possibilities, in a vision 
of the holiness and power of God.
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Lesson 4—April 24

Peter at the Trans­
figuration

Read Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1: 16-18. 
Devotional Reading—Isaiah 6: 1-8.
Golden Text—There came a voice out of the 

cloud, This is iny beloved Son, hear ye 
him. Mark 9: 7

The audible voice, with which God the Father was 
heard speaking about Jesus at the Transfiguration, 
bore testimony to three important facts: first, that 
Jesus was his son. He was the only begotten Son. 
No other son had been born to him. Children by 
creation were many; but Sons, none except Jesus. 
Second, he was beloved of the Father.—the “be­
loved Son.” His peculiar sonship made him specially 
beloved, above all other offspring of the Almighty. 
Third, therefore, the command to men. to hear him. 
If he be God's Son. and beloved by the Father, can 
men decline to hear him?

Lesson Text
I. THE TESTIMONY OF SIGHT (Mark 9).

2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 
and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an 
high mountain apart by themselves: and he was 
transfigured before them.

S And his raiment became shining, exceeding white 
as snow ; so as no fuller on earth can white them.

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with 
Moses: and they Mere talking with Jesus.

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, 
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias.

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were 
sore afraid.
IL THE TESTIMONY OF HEARING.

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: 
and a voice came out of the cloud, saying. This is 
my beloved Son: hear ye him.

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round 
about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only 
with themselves.

9 And as they came down from the mountain, he 
charged them that they should tell no man what 
things they had seen, till the Son of man were 
risen from the dead.

1° And they kept that saying with themselves. 
r*0"6. w,,h anotber what the rising from 
the dead should mean.
HI. THE TESTIMONY OF EXPERIENCE (2 

Peter 1).
16 For we have not followed cunningly devised 

tables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye­
witnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father honour
HUch * volce to him from the excellent glory. This is by beloved Son. in 

—non; I ,m well pleas*.!.
IS And this vole, which cam, from heaven we 

heard, when we were with him In the holy mount.

Lesson Comment
1. The Testimony of Sight. The trans- 

figuration was not only to Jesus, a fore­
taste of his glory; but, to the disciples it 
was a glimpse of his glory, ft was neces- 
sary that there be witnesses to it, that its 
testimony might be perpetuated. Jesus 
selected the three chosen, trusted disciples 
Peter, James and John, to be with him on 
the mount. While there, the supernatural 
glory shone about the transfigured Jesus; 
with Moses and Elijah appearing and talk­
ing with him. Peter awkwardly suggested 
erecting a booth or temporary shelter for 
each of the three, that they might be more 
comfortable while they talked 1 The fact 
is; he was anxious to say something, but 
did not know what to say, for he was fright­
ened and bewildered. The suddenness of it 
all had demoralised his wits.

2. The Testimony of Hearing. Out of 
the cloud, which overshadowed them, there 
fell a voice which said, "This is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him." It was addressed di­
rectly to the disciples. It gave them both 
information and a command, concerning 
Jesus. It brought them into a new view 
of him, and of their relations and duties 
to him. As the cloud lifted, they saw no 
man, save Jesus only. Then he commanded 
them not to tell any man what they had 
seen on the mount, until after he had been 
raised from the dead. They kept that say­
ing among themselves, but wondered what 
the rising from the dead should mean, in its 
application to Jesus. They believed in the 
resurrection, in angels, and spirits; but 
what should this resurrection mean, they 
knew not.

3. The Testimony of Experience. Pe­
ter’s confidence in Christ was based on per­
sonal acquaintanceship and experience with 
him. He knew whereof he spoke. It was 
not a guess with him. Peter was a poor 
guesser. He was slow to become convinced 
even when evidence was strong and repeat­
edly given. He declares that he was an eye­
witness to the majesty of Jesus; and that 
he heard the voice on the holy mount speak­
ing out of the cloud which said, “This is 
my beloved Son.” Jesus had risen from the 
dead, and Peter was no longer bound to 
secrecy, and he would tell it far and near. 
He refers to that glorious experience as an 
eye witness to the majesty of Christ.

- --------—— ■ ............ _—...
DAILY READINGS

April 25 to May 1
Preparing lor Lesson 5, May 1, page 37.

Monday, April 25
Read Mark 14: 53-62—-PETER FOLLOWING 

AFAR OFF
“And Peter had followed him afar off, even 

within, into the court of the high prieat.”
After the arrest of Jesus in the garden, 

Peter, James and John who, were with him 
but had been asleep most of the time, were 
thrown into dismay and confusion. Peter 
foolishly whipped out his sword and cut 
off the ear of one of the high priest’s ser­
vants, and was rebuked by the Master, 
who immediately restored it to the man by 
a miracle of healing. Perhaps James and 
John closely accompanied him to the court 
of the high priest,—John most certainly 
going in with him. But Peter, evidently 
smarting a little under the Master’s re­
buke, and with feeling all upset by the 
tragedy of the occurrence, followed on at 
some distance. His following afar off was 
due to the natural recoil of feeling from the 
rash act to defend Jesus, which was itself 
due to his lack of watchfulness while in the 
garden; his sympathy for Jesus not hav­
ing been deep enough to have kept him 
awake in spite of a strong natural inclina­
tion to go to sleep. However, he had a per­
sonal interest strong enough to make him 
follow on after the procession, although con­
siderably in the rear. He wanted to go de­
tached from the crowd so that he might 
observe what would take place without be­
ing recognized. He was anxious to see 
what would be the developments in the case 
and the outcome of the arrest without be­
ing identified with the party.

May we follow Christ close up, lest a 
distance from him bring us painful regrets 
and griefs.

Tuesday, April 26 .
Read Luke 22: 31-40—PETER w4tNED 

AGAINST TEMPTATION
“Satan asked to have you, that he may sift you 

as wheat, but I made supplication for thee, that 
thy faith fail not.”

At the Passover table, the Master warned 
Peter that severe temptation was approach­
ing him, that he was soon to be sifted, that 
is, completely shaken up and violently 
tossed about, by Satan. But he did not at 

first tell him, as he did Judas Iscariot, ex­
actly what the issue would be. Thus he 
would enjoin upon Peter the duty of watch­
fulness and readiness at all times. Thus 
timely forewarned, we would suppose, he 
should have been forearmed against what­
ever temptation might come. But Peter’s 
self confidence was too great to admit of 
adequate preparation. He told Jesus, “I 
will go into death with you.” And he meant 
it. He thought that way about it then. 
Then Jesus told him exactly what Satan 
had designed. He lets him know the dark 
designs of the devil who had asked for per­
mission to sift him. The devil recognized 
the fact that Peter belonged to Jesus, and 
that he could not even upset him or handle 
him roughly except as Jesus might permit 
him to do so. Along with the warning, Je­
sus told Peter that he had prayed for him 
that his faith might not fail; and further­
more commanded him, when he was con­
verted, that is, had righted himself after 
having been upset in the devil’s sifter, to 
strengthen his brethren. But upon Peter’s 
outburst of self confidence, Jesus told him 
plainly what he would do; that he would 
deny him three times before cock crowing 
that very morning.

May we know that we have the prayers 
of Jesus in our behalf in every instance 
in which he allows the devil to tempt us.

Wednesday, April 27
Read Mark 14: 63-72—PETER’S DENIAL AND 

REPENTANCE
“And when he thought thereon, he wept.”
Jesus was carried before the Jewish 

court, or Sanhedrin, of which Caiphas was 
president, before daylight on Thursday 
morning, March 22, 34 A.D. (Correct Chron­
ology). Peter, having followed afar off, 
loitered about the outer court as a casual 
observer, anxious to see but greatly de­
siring to be unknown. Suddenly a little 
maid passing by asked him if he were not 
one of Jesus’ men. Not expecting any such 
inquiry, he was swept off his feet by the 
question, and he told her that he was not. 
Doubtless he thought, What business is it 
of hers, anyway, who I am? and if I tell 
her, will that help the situation before 
Caiphas any? He meant to conceal him­
self, to deny his own identity. But one 
after another asked him the same ques­
tion. And since he had said it once, he 
would have to stick to his statement. But 
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as the questions grew more positive, his an­
swers grew more conscious and more ve­
hement until he burst out into oaths, de­
claring that he knew not the man. Imme­
diately a look from Jesus, brought to his 
mind what Jesus had warned him of; and 
as the shrill cry of the cock rent the chilly 
morning air, it dawned upon Peter that in 
trying to conceal himself and his identity 
in relation to Jesus, he had actually dis­
owned his Master. When he became aware 
of that fact, he went out and wept bit­
terly.

May we never attempt to conceal our re­
lation to Jesus whenever and wherever he 
and his cause are being assailed.

Thursday, April 28
Read Isaiah 53: 1-12—DESPISED AND 

REJECTED
“He was despised and rejected of men.”

Isaiah was the outstanding Messianic 
prophet. With .inspired clearness of vision, 
he depicted the character and destiny of 
the Lord’s Messiah on earth. Of no one 
else but Jesus, Of Nazareth, are the words 
of this prophecy true. He is foreseen as 
a spiritual ruler, a supreme religious mag­
net. Predictions concerning a worldly sov­
ereign would not have described him as a 
great sufferer but as the idol of the people. 
As the Messiah and Saviour, Jesus was the 
necessary sin-bearer on whom Jehovah laid 
the iniquity of us all. Why was he de­
spised and rejected of men? (1) Because 
in nature, he was unique. No man like 
him has ever lived, before nor since. He 
was unlike mankind as it was known among 
men. People hated him for his very un­
likeness to them. (2) Because of his 
towering greatness of spirit, he was soli­
tary and alone. Consequently he was mis­
understood by all his contemporaries ex­
cept those to whom the Father revealed him 
or made him perceptible by inspiration. (3) 
Because the religious leaders and rulers of 
his day envied him his purity and power, 
knowing that they were in every respect 
his inferiors. Even Pilate the Roman gov­
ernor, before whom Jesus was brought for 
trial, perceived that it was for envy the 
chief priests and rulers had delivered him 
up for trial. (4) Because of the incapacity 
of a materialistic age to perceive the things 
of the Spirit, or any spiritual revelation 
from God.

May we adore and accept the Christ whose 
earning into the world was in fulfillment of 
that prophecy which said he would be “de­
spised and rejected of men."

Friday, April 29
Read Proverbs 4: 10-10—AVOIDING 

TEMPTATION
“Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 

walk not in the way of evil men.'*

Avoid evil associations, because they are 
contaminating and contagious. Do not even 
pass by the place of temptation, but go 
around it. It is well that one should not 
presume upon his ability to resist evil in­
fluences. “Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth, take heed lest he fall.” It is safe and 
vise to see how far removed from danger 
we can get,—not how close we can come 
to it without falling into it. The story goes 
that a king in ancient times tried out three 
applicants for. the position as his coachman 
by having them drive over a dangerous road 
near a precipice. Thinking to show the king 
how well they could drive, two of them 
drove as closely to the edge of the yawning 
chasm as they could in safety, but the third 
drove as closely as he safely could to the 
bank on the other side of It; whereupon 
the king immediately chose him for the 
position. The folly of evil associations is 
apparent from the character of the ungodly 
whose bestiality and sensuousness are of­
fensive to the righteous. The wisdom of 
avoiding bad companions is consistent with 
the character and outlook of the just man 
whose intelligence and integrity grow more 
and more.

May we avoid all occasions of tempta­
tion; let not the evil inclinations thdt arc 
within us be fed and fanned into flame by 
outside influences or by any exercise what­
ever.

Saturday, April 30
Read 2 Corinthians 7: 1-10—GODLY SORROW 

WORKETH REPENTANCE
“Godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salva­

tion, a repentance which bringeth no regrets."

Paul was grieved because it had been 
necessary in his first letter to the Corinth­
ians to saj’ things which brought sorrow 
to them. But he rejoiced now, not because 
they were made sorry, but because of the 
peculiar nature of the sorrow which he 
had caused them to suffer,—a godly sor­
row, a righteous grief, by which they had 

been greatly benefited and built up in their 
Christian faith. So he could rightly say 
to them, “Since I have said things that 
made you sorry, I am glad of it!” A godly 
sorrow does not harm the sufferer but gives 
blessings untold. There is a sorrow of a 
worldly sort which has hurtful reactions, 
and which brings on worry with its train 
of premature age, infirmity and death. A 
godly sorrow that worketh repentance unto 
salvation desists from the causes of im­
becility and weakness, both of soul and 
body. It is that sorrow which precedes and 
prevents disaster, instead of the grief and 
anguish that follow it. It is a sorrow for 
which none will ever be sorry. No one 
will ever repent of his repentance.

May we have that sorrow for sin which 
will prevent the commission of it and to 
which no regret will be attached.

Sunday, May 1
Read Psalm 51: 1-0—THE PENITENTS 

PRAYER
“Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin.”

David makes confession to God for his 
great sin in having had Uriah slain in bat­
tle that he might have his wife, Bathsheba, 
as his own. When good people do wrong, 
they become penitent. David was sorry for 
his sin a long time before he confessed it. 
While he kept silent about it, his very 
“bones waxed old”; he suffered feebleness 
and pain of the most excruciating sort. 
When Nathan prized up his conscience, the 
lid blew off; and the absolute monarch stood 
before him a trembling, weeping sinner, self­
condemned before God. The prayer of a 
penitent is very personal: as David prayed, 
“Wash me”: and as the negro spiritual 
runs, “It’s not father nor mother, brother 
nor sister, but me, O Lord, standin’ in the 
need o’ prayer.” It is a spiritual restora­
tion for which the penitent prays; for 
cleansing of heart: it is not for legal jus­
tification or exemption from public scorn. 
David as a king could forgive himself any 
offense legally, but he could n^ absolve 
his own conscience nor wash away the 
iniquity of his own sin. The penitential 
cry to God is never in vain. The'soul that 
turns to God alone for forgiveness and 
cleansing will not turn away disappointed.

Thanks be unto God who is both able and 
willing to wash our souls from our iniquity 
and cleanse them from every stain.

Peter's Denial and 
Repentance

Read Mark 14:53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22:61, 
62.

Devotional Reading—Psalm 51:1-9.
Golden Text—Let him that thinketh he 

standeth, take heed lest he fall. 1 Corin­
thians 10:12.

How insecure are the overconfident! Human na­
ture is weak, and any opinion of oneself to the 
contrary is a delusion and a snare. Good people 
often fall, not ao much because they are weak but 
because they have not been watchful and guarded in 
their thoughts and conduct. The fall of one reveals 
the peril of all. At. the point where we may think 
ourselves moat virtuous, we are apt to be most 
faulty: and where we suppose wc are strongest 
Is the weakest spot in our lives. It is at those 
places where the devil oRi assail us with greatest 
promise of inflicting upon us dire distress and 
trouble. By being constantly watchful, we may not 
be taken by him unawares, and disastrously sur* 
prised. How many people, even in their ordinary 
affairs, think they can "get by” with risks; and 
imagine that nothing hurtful is going to happen 
to them. So in our religious life: let no one think 
that the evil which has befallen others can not 
happen to him. -a- 

Lesson Text
L A DISTANCE FROM JESUS (Mark 14).

53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest: 
and with him were assembled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes.

54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into 
the palaee of the high priest: and he sat with 
the servants, and warmed himself at the fire.
II. A DENIAL OF JESUS (Mark 14).

66 And as Peter was benpath in the palace, there 
cometh one of the maids of the high, priest:

67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she 
looked upon him, and said. And thou also wast 
with Jesus of Nata ret h.

68 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither un­
derstand 1 what thou sayest. And he went out 
into the porch ; and the cock crew.

69 And a maid saw him again, and began to say 
to them that stood by. This is one of them.

70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they 
that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art 
one of them: for thou art a Galilean, and thy speech 
agreeth thereto.

71 But he began to curse and to swear, saying, 
I know not this man of whom ye speak.
III. A LOOK FROM JESUS (Luke 22).

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered the word of the lx>rd. how 
he had said unto him. Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice.

62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.
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Lesson Comment
1. A Distance From Jesus. The events 

which took place with Peter at the first 
trial of Jesus before Caiphas came along 
in a perfectly natural order. Following 
his rash act in the Garden in which he cut 
off the ear of the high priest’s servant, he 
followed the procession on the way to the 
city at a considerable distance. Then in­
stead of going boldly into the court of the 
Sanhedrin, as John most certainly did, he 
stayed outside and sat with the servants 
who had begun their early morning chores 
about the place; and warmed himself by 
the fire which they had made for their com­
fort, as it was cold that morning. He was 
exceedingly anxious to hide his anxiety and 
personal interest in the case against his 
Master.

2. A Denial of Jesus. While Peter sat 
warming himself by the fire; and doubtless, 
anon, looking unconsciously into the inner 
court of the Sanhedrin where Jesus was, 
'a little maid casually remarked to him that 
he also was with Jesus. But Peter affirmed 
that he was not. She pissed on to her 
work but as she returned, she saw Peter 
still sitting by the fire. So she said to 
the bystanders,—not talking to Peter at 
all,—“This is one of them.” And he de­
nied again. Then soon after, the bystanders 
took it up and said, “Surely you are one of 
this man’s disciples, for you have the Gali­
lean brogue.” Then Peter became violent 
in his declaration that he did not even 
know the man.

.3. A Look From Jesus. Until now ap­
parently Jesus had not taken notice of the 
presence of Peter on the outside of the 
court, although Peter must have kept up a 
rapid succession of glances in the direc­
tion of the inner court. But now Jesus 
turns,—evidently he must have been stand­
ing or sitting with his back to the open 
window or entrance nearest where Peter 
was: and “looked” upon him. What a look 
that must have been! with love and rebuke 
wrapped up together in it. Peter immedi­
ately remembered what Jesus had told him 
would happen, and became aware that he 
had not even concealed himSelf but had 
actually denied his Lord and Master. With 
overwhelming penitence, he went out and 
wept biterly.

-------------------------------------------------------------- ---------

DAILY READINGS
May 2 to May 8

Prrpartny for Lesson 6, May 8. page 4/ 
---------------------------------------- ---------------- :-------------

Monday, May 2
Read John 20: 1-10—PETER AT THE LORD’S 

TOMB
"Simon Petar therefore also cometh, following 

him, and entered into the tomb."
When Mary Magdalene alone went to the 

tomb, evidently soon after midnight on Sun­
day, March 25, and saw something of what 
had taken place there, she ran hurriedly 
back to the city of Jerusalem to tell Peter 
and John. They ran to the tomb. John, 
outrunning Peter, came first to the tomb 
but did not go in. Peter, coming last, en­
tered the tomb. “John could outrun Peter, 
but Peter could outdarp John.” Peter was 
therefore the first living man to enter the 
tomb after Jesus was raised up out of it. 
John was second, he having taken courage 
from Peter’s bravery, and went in also. 
The tomb had not been .disturbed since the 
body o‘f Jesus left it; and these men saw 
what was there exactly as the risen Christ 
left them. They saw the burial clothes all 
there, not in confusion but in good order. 
The body had not been removed to another 
burying place by any of the other disciples, 
else they would have carried the clothes with 
the body. It was not a grave robbery, for 
robbers would certainly take the fine linens 
and leave the body; but here the linens are 
left and the body is gone. Their observa­
tion was conclusive that the body of Jesus 
was not there. And that was the very first 
thing they needed to have fixed in their 
minds in getting complete information that 
he was raised from the dead.

May we act courageously on the little 
light we have, and in faith, await the com­
ing of the brighter.

Tuesday, May 3
Read John 21: 1-14—JESUS AND THE SEVEN 

BY THE SEA
"None of the disciples durst ask him, Who art 

thou? knowing that it was the Lord."
To the seven at the sea of Tiberias, Jesus 

made his third appearance to the disciples, 
first to Peter and Cleopas on the way to 
Emmaus; and second, to the ten that same 
night. The appearance to the women earlier 
in the day was not listed in his appearances 
to the disciples. The fishermen had spent 

the latter part of the night in fruitless toil 
and were evidently in despair of catching 
any fish then. A stranger is seen stand­
ing on the shore, who requested them to 
cast the net on the right side of the ship 
and assured them they would find fish 
there. Evidently, they were open to sug­
gestions, since they had exhausted their 
own methods and resources; and, as a sort 
of last hope, they did as the stranger di­
rected them to do. When they found that 
their net was filled with fish, John whis­
pered to Peter, “It is the Lord.” And Peter, 
and the rest, were prepared to believe it. 
For the fish they had taken were not there 
a moment ago, and no power on earth could 
have brought so large a school of fish into 
those waters in so short a time. When 
they came ashore, they found that the 
stranger had already prepared a meal of 
fish and bread for them, but called for 
some they had just taken to be cooked on 
the coals he had made ready. When they 
had eaten them, they would certainly know 
that they were real fish, and not imaginary 
ones. Not one oi the disciples asked him 
who he was. They did not need to do so.

May we identify our Lord by the very 
mercies and blessings he bestows upon us in 
our extremities and failures.

Wednesday, May 4
Read John 21: 1S-23—PETER TRIED AND 

COMMISSIONED
"Josub aaith unto him. Feed my sheep."
When Jesus warned Peter against temp­

tation, he also urged him, when he was 
converted, or recovered from his fall, to 
strengthen the brethren. His recovery 
w’ould mean his ability to help the weaker 
brethren. By the sea of Tiberias, after 
the seven had breakfasted, Peter is three 
times interrogated concerning his boasted 
love for the Master. Time and again Je­
sus makes him declare his love. Jesus knew 
exactly how much Peter loved him; but 
Peter did not, and would not kjtow until 
he had affirmed it over and o*r again. 
Repetition was made for the sake of em­
phasis on a vital matter,—that of love for 
Jesus. Peter’s love for his brethren, and 
for every body else, would hinge on that. 
Did Peter love him more than the other 
disciples did? Was he himself sure of it? 
Christ was not trying to bring out the fact 
of Peter’s greater love for him, except to 

have him declare himself on that matter in 
order that he might be obligated to a spe­
cial service to Jesus. After they had break­
fasted as the guests of the Lord that morn­
ing, Peter was brought face to face with 
the duty and task of feeding the flock of 
Jesus. He was commissioned to do so as 
an undershepherd. The sheep belonged to 
Christ; they were not Peter’s^ He was only 
a herdsman; but upon him was laid the 
work of seeing that they were properly fed 
and tended.

May the love of Christ be the ruling 
passion of our hearts and lead us to love 
and serve all who are near and dear to him.

Thursday, May 5
Read 1 Corinthians IS: 1-10—PETER A WITNESS 

OF THE RESURRECTION
"Ha appeared to Cephas; then to the Twelve.”
It was to Peter’s walk with Cleopas on 

the afternoon of Sunday, March 25, that 
reference is here made. The appearances 
to the disciples only are being recalled, 
and hence the name of Cleopas is omitted; 
as omission also occurred of the appear­
ing of Jesus early that morning to the wo­
men at the tomb. It was generally con­
sidered and evidently alleged, that the testi­
mony of the disciples was needed to estab­
lish the fact of the resurrection of Jesus; 
they being regarded as less apt than others 
to suffer such mental reactions as might 
make their testimony unreliable. But none 
of the disciples saw Jesus rise from the 
dead. Perhaps no living eye witnessed it, 
except possibly Mary Magdalene alone, on 
the way to the tomb, might have seen at 
a distance the flashing wings of light as the 
angel of God rolled away the stone from 
the sepulcher. But the disciples saw' him 
after he rose; and what more or stronger 
proof could have been given? To Peter 
belongs two eminent distinctions, first, that 
of having been the first living person to 
enter the empty tomb of Jesus, and second, 
that of having been the first of the apostles 
to whom he appeared after his resurrec­
tion. The facts pertaining to the resur­
rection, then, upon which conclusive proof 
could rest, were entrusted to one of the dis­
ciples; and those facts were (1) That he 
was not in the tomb,—but where was he? 
and (2) That he was alive,—seen and re­
cognized by Peter at a place and time when 
he was not expecting to see him.
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Map our livs vnlnou to the power of 

the resurrection and the glory of our risen 
redeemer. •

Friday, May 6
Read Luke 24: 36-40—JESUS APPEARS TO THE 

ELEVEN
“Spirit hath not fleah and bones as ye behold 

me having.”

Peter and Cleopas immediately after re­
cognizing Jesus at Emmaus, returned to 
Jerusalem where they found the disciples 
gathered in a body. They reported that 
the Lord is risen indeed, (the “indeed” sign­
ifying the corroboration of the report which 
had been circulated by the women that they 
had seen him at the tomb) and that he had 
already appeared to Simon Peter, one of 
their number. While they were thus speak­
ing, Jesus himself appeared in their midst. 
They, that is those to whom Peter was mak­
ing report, were frightened supposing they 
saw bu; the spirit of their Lord. Jesus 
adopts two means of convincing them that 
he was bodily risen; (1) he calls attention 
to his hands and feet. They were the same 
they had seen before. His body was tangi­
ble, having flesh and bones. (2) He ate 
before them, actually consumed a piece of 
broiled fish and a bit of honeycomb. No 
mere spirit will eat fish and honey. The 
bodily resurrection of Jesus was its peculiar 
and distinguishing characteristic. It was 
that which gives him the distinction of be­
ing the “first fruits from the dead.” His 
is the only resurrection of the kind which 
ever took place, or will take place, until 
the saints are raised incorruptible, and 
those who are alive are changed and made 
like unto his own glorious body.

May we cherish the hone that, as Jesus 
was raised by the power of God, he also will 
quicken our mortal bodies by his Spirit.

Saturday, May 7
Read Act* 1: 1-14—JESUS COMMISSIONS THE 

DISCIPLES
shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem 

•nd in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the utter­
most part of the earth.”

To the company of disciples gathered in 
Jerusalem forty days after his resurrection, 
Jesus gave assurance that they would re­
ceive power after the Holy Spirit should 
come upon them. This he did in answer to 
theif question concerning the restoration of 
the kingdom again to Israel at that time. 

Then he led them out to Bethany, where 
his last command was given, and he was 
taken up and a cloud received him out of 
their sight. Even if no human eye saw 
him rise from the dead, his disciples all 
saw him ascend into heaven. Before leav­
ing them, however, he gave them their com­
mission which was their charter. They 
were chartered in perpetuity,—they and 
their successors in office. Outside the great 
commission, there is no apostolic succession 
or perpetuity. That commission enjoined 
upon them the duty of witnessing for him 
throughout the world. Their field was 
named as the sweep of an ever lengthen­
ing radius describing a series of circles 
until the circumference of the earth should 
become its orbit.

May we be faithful in carrying out the 
great commission of Jesus, as the charter 
under uihich we labor as\suecessors to the 
apostles.

Sunday, May 8
Raad 1 Peter 1: 3-13—OUR HOPE

“Wko according to bl* great mercy begat u* 
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of 
Je*u* Chri*t.’’

To Christians in Pontus, Galatia, Cap­
padocia, Asia and Bithynia, whom he hail 
never seen perhaps, Peter addressed his 
first general epistle, the burden of which 
was the message of hope by the resurrec­
tion of Jesus Christ. Salvation is possible 
only by the great mercy of God. It is not 
of our righteousness nor goodness but of 
his electing grace, It is brought about by 
a new act of creation. We are “begotten 
again” by his redeeming power. We then 
have a living hope, and a sure foundation, 
a reliable basis of hope, one that itself rests 
on things which have taken place and about 
which there can be no guess. Our hope In 
Christ is established beyond all hazard or 
risk by his resurrection from the dead which 
was the crowning miracle of his divine 
power. There can not be, then, any ques­
tion as to his ability to save and keep us. 
His resurrection is the ground upon which 
we hope for our own. If he raised up Jesus 
by the power of God in him, will he do less 
for us who are in Christ?

Blessed be God for the glorious hope of a 
resurrection from the dead and of parti­
cipation with Christ in the glory he has 
with the Father.

Le»*on 6—May 8 

< ———————-———-—■ ■ —- - -— ■ •

Peter and the Risen
Lord

Read John 20: 1-10; 21: 1-23.
Devotional Reading—1 Peter 2: 5-11.
Golden Text—Blessed be the God and Fa­

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ac­
cording to his great mercy begat us again 
unto a living hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. I Peter 1: 3.

Lesson Text
1. WHAT MARY SAID (John 20).

The find day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
eprly. when it was yet dark, unto the eepulchre. 
and teeth the atone taken away from the Mpulchre.

2 Then *he runneth, and cometh to Simon Fetcr, 
•nd to the other disciple. whom Jeeu* loved, and 
saith unto them. They have taken away the Ix»rd 
out of the aepulchre, and we know not where they 
have laid him.

8 Peter therefore went forth, and that other dte- 
ciple, and came to the sepulchre.

4 So they ran both together: and the other dis­
ciple did outrun Peter, and came fir*t to the 
sepulchre.

5 And he stooping down, and lookinfi in, saw the 
linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

II. WHAT PETER SAW (John 20).
4 Then cometh Simon Peter following him. and 

went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes 
Me.

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not 
lying with the linen cloths, but wrapped together 
in a place by itself.

R Then went In also that other disciple, which came 
first to the sepulchre, and he saw. and believed.

9 For an yet they knew not the scripture, that he 
must rise again from the dead.

10 Then the disciple* went away again unto their 
own home.

III. WHAT JESUS DID (John 21).
18 Ro when they had dined. Jesus saith to Simon 

Petar, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thouAme more 
than these! He saith unto him, Yea, w>rd: thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him. Feed 
my lambs.

18 He naith to him again the second time. Simon, 
•on of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith 'unto him. 
Yea, Lord: thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son 
of Jonas, loveet thou me? Peter was grieved be­
cause he said unto him the third time. Loved thou 
me? And he said unto him. Lord, thou knowest all 
things: thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep.

Lesson Comment
1. What Mary Said. Mary Magdalens, 

very soon after raidnight on the first day of 
the week, went alone to the sepuleher of 
Jesus, perhaps to while away the weary 
hours of a sleepless night in wandering out 
to the place where her beloved Lord and 
Master was supposed to be buried; and in 
order that she might be ready, with the 
first appearance of daylight, to guide the 
other women in the use of spices and oint­
ments which they had prepared for the 
body. But her eyes beheld wonderful 
things. Arriving at the tomb, she saw 
the stone had been rolled away, and she 
supposed that his body had been removed 
perhaps to come other grave, without her 
knowledge. She ran to give information 
to Peter and John in the city of Jerusalem 
exclaiming that "they have taken away the 
Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not 
where they have laid him." They ran at 
once to the tomb and found, as she reported, 
that it was empty; dhd the grave clothes 
were there; but the body was nowhere about 
the place,

2. What Peter Saw. Peter was not a 
swift runner but he was an intrepid scout 
He did not stop short of the furthermost 
place. While John stood back from the 
tomb, looking in, Peter walked up and en­
tered right Into the empty tomb. That was 
no place for a weak heart or a timid nature. 
Coolly, Peter made a survey of the condi­
tions; there were the costly linen clothes 
with which the body had been wrapped; 
and there was the napkin with which hia 
face had been bound, not lying with the 
linens bit folded up in a place to itself.

3. What Jesus Did. To the disciples by 
the sea, Jesus made himself known after his 
resurrection in a two-fold miracle; that 
of the draft of fishes, and the making ready 
a breakfast for them on the shore prepar­
ing fish for them which they did not catch 
as well as using some they had just taken 
in the miraculous draft. For three times, 
Jesus plied Peter with questions concern­
ing his boasted love for him. When Peter’s 
heart melted under the drilling probe, Je­
sus laid upon him the duty to feed and 
care for the flock. He must be sure of a 
great love for the Master, else he would 
not take good care of his people. We feed 
the flock as we love Jesus.
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DAILY READINGS

May 9 to May 15
Preparing for Lesson 7, May 1.5, page 44- 

' ■■ - ■■ —    *—“-----* >
Monday, May 9

Read Acts 2: 14-21—PETER’S SERMON AT 
PENTECOST

“For these are not drunken, as ye suppose.”
The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 

disciples on the day of Pentecost was a 
supernatural manifestation of God’s pres­
ence and power. It was the formal and 
special coming of the Holy Spirit as a dis­
tinct person of the God-head, and the inaug­
uration of his dispensation among God’s 
people. A visible token of the Spirit’s pres­
ence was upon each of the disciples: and 
each began to speak as the Spirit gave him 
utterance. So different languages were 
spoken by men who had the same native 
tongue or natural speech. Bystanders from 
different countries who spoke different dia­
lects, each heard the testimony of the 
apostles in his own language. They sup­
posed that these men, moved by the Spirit, 
were under that nervous agitation and ex­
citement usually caused by excessive drink­
ing. Peter perceived the surmise of the 
crowd and began to disillusion the spec­
tators as to the actual state of things, stat­
ing that it was too early in the day, between 
6 and 9 in the morning, for them to become 
intoxicated; and furthermore, it was a ful­
fillment of the prophecy that the time would 
come when the Spirit would be given to all, 
and that every one upon whom he came 
would be given the right and power to 
testify.

May each of us so witness for Jesus that 
even others who speak not our language 
may hear uh speaking in his name.

Tuesday, May 10
Read Acta 2: 22-36—PETERS SERMON AT 

PENTECOST
“God hath made him both Lord and Christ, thia 

Jesus whom ye crucified.”
With great boldness and personal con­

viction, Peter preached that Jesus was 
raised from the dead and had become well 
known as the Messiah of sacred prophecy 
for whom all devout people had been look­
ing. He mentioned the miracles performed 
by /esus, which many of his listeners had 
actually witnessed, the consummation of 

which was his resurrection from the dead. 
God the Father had exalted Jesus above 
the throne of David, for the ancient king 
was still in his tomb, whereas his greater 
Son had vacated his. Now let the people 
recognize the dispensation which the Father 
had made in the Son. So the Jesus who 
was both Lord and Christ before he was 
crucified and risen, was established in his 
Messiahship and Lordship by his resurrec­
tion from the dead. The lowly Nazarene 
had become the Messiah of Israel and the 
Saviour of the world.

May we acknowledge Jesus not only as 
our Saviour from sin but also as the Lord 
and ruler of our lives.

Wednesday, May 11
Re«d Acta 2: 37-47—THE RESULT OF 

| PETER’S SERMON
“There were added unto them in that day about 

three thousand souls.”
Under the preaching of Peter a great 

multitude of people was convicted by the 
Holy Spirit: and began to enquire what 
they should do. They felt the sting of sin 
as they realized that the Jesus whom they 
had rejected was the real Messiah. But 
the evil they had done him could now be 
retrieved,—because he was alive; not as 
one who was still in his grave and to whom 
no wrong could be righted nor any neglect 
made good. “Believe and be baptized, 
every one of you,’’ exclaimed Peter. Let 
the people accept Jesus in their hearts and 
acknowledge him openly by baptism. Since 
they had publicly rejected i him, let them 
publicly express their penitence and make 
public confession of their faith in him. The 
power of the Spirit was manifest, for three 
thousand were converted and added to the 
company of Christians in Jerusalem in one 
day.

May God give his people now pcnecostal 
power and experience.

Thursday, May 12
Read John 16: 7-15—THE PROMISE OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT
“If I go not away, the Comforter will not come 

unto you; but if I go, 1 will send him unto you."
The disciples were exceedingly sorrow­

ful when Jesus told them he was going 
away. They did not see how they could 
get along without him. He declared to 
them the advantage which would accrue to 
them from his going away. He said, “It 
is expedient for you.” How can that be? 

they evidently wondered. Why? Because 
the Comforter, the Paraclete, would come 
after him; who, as a Spirit, would do more 
for them than he, as a bodily presence, could 
do. In several ways, the Spirit would min­
ister to their aid and comfort; (1) he would 
reprove the world in respect of sin,—the 
essential nature of which is unbelief or the 
rejection of Jesus; and in respect of righte­
ousness which is the righteousness of Christ 
revealed more perfectly by the Spirit when 
Christ himself is removed from the scenes 
of prejudice; and also in respect of judg­
ment, showing Christ to be the victor over 
Satan, death and the grave. But (2) the 
Spirit would guide them into the truth 
which Jesus could but partially make known 
to them because they could not bear it. The 
Spirit would have power to remove their 
disability, and to make room for the larger 
revelation concerning Jesus.

May the Holy Spirit as our teacher and 
guide be our great Comforter.

Friday, May 13
Read 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11—SPIRITUAL GIFTS

“Now there are diversities of gifts but the same 
Spirit.”

The first work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart of man is that of conviction for sin, 
and the next is that of revealing Christ as 
the Saviour from it, whom no man can 
know except by the Holy Spirit. This is 
the gift of life. Then there are other gifts 
for service which vary in different people. 
All have the same Lord but not all have 
the same personal characteristics. Among 
God’s people there is departmental organi­
zation by the Spirit, with varying equip­
ment for different workers. The Holy Spirit 
is the sole organizer of all the spiritual 
forces in the world. Jesus has need for 
various sorts of labor in his cause, and so 
the gifts of the Spirit are variously dis­
tributed among his people. Some are wise 
in counsel, others are profound i< knowl­
edge, others have great faith, while still 
others have the gift of healing, and so on. 
But these different gifts are all for a prac­
tical purpose. They are not personal orna­
ments to the holder, nor are they to distin­
guish one person from another.

May we use well whatever gifts the Spirit 
has bestowed on us.

Saturday, May 14
Read 2 Peter 1: 1-11—PRECIOUS PROMISES 
“He hath granted unto us his precious and ex­

ceeding great promises.”
Peter pleads the promises of God as the 

ground of hope and comfort to all who have 
the “like precious faith with us.” God’s 
promises pertain to life and godliness, to 
participation in the divine nature and es­
cape from the corruption that is in the 
world through lust, or evil desire. They are 
not a ground of presumption in us; in fact, 
to those to whom they' are given they do not 
seem so. Though our salvation depends 
upon what Christ has done for us, we enjoy 
our hope in him as we grow in a knowledge 
of him and increase in grace. Faith is the 
first step in the ladder,—that must’ come 
first. But then we should go on further and 
higher,—to virtue, then knowledge, then 
patience, godliness, brotherly love qnd char­
ity.

May we strive to attain the highest 
graces, one after another until we shall have 
entered abundantly fnto the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

Sunday, May 15
Read Philippian* 2: 5-11—THE ACCEPTABLE 

SPIRIT
“Have this mind in you which was also in Jeaua 

Chriat.”
It is one thing to be saved by Christ, and 

another to be like him in character, mind 
and purpose. There are many Christians 
who are not spiritually minded. Salvation 
is the direct gift of God, while spirituality 
is an attainment in grace. Can we have the 
mind which was also in Christ? If so, how? 
By sincerely desiring it; for when we real­
ly want it, we already, in part at least, have 
it But what is it? It is a complete self­
abandonment for the sake of the eternal in­
terests of others. Jesus “made himself of 
no reputation.” How different that disposi­
tion is from that of many Christian workers 
even who seek to make a reputation for 
themselves? It is the spirit of entire self­
sacrifice, for Jesus suffered even a crimi­
nal’s death in his ministry to mankind: he 
hot only had no reputation but endured a 
bad one. Yet his spirit was not humble for 
the sake of humility but for the high ends 
of righteousness and service to mankind.

May we have the mind and spirit of Jesus, 
for that is most acceptable to God and most 
abundantly rewarded by him.
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Lesson 7—May 15

Peter at Pentecost
Read Acts 2.
Devotional Reading—Philippian? 2: 5-11 
Golden Text—Repent ye, and be baptized 

every one of you into the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 2: 38.

Peter'n nwnxge to th* hart of inquirers at the 
day of Pentecost was "Repent and be baptised unto, 
not for. the remlnaion of your alns." Let them 
first repent of their sina, then as "fruita meet for 
repentance,” let them give evidence of their «in- 
cerity by submitting to baptism. Christians must be 
clean in heart before they can receive the Holy Spirit.

♦ ♦ ♦

Lesson Text
Acts St 11-14, 32-41

I. THE SPECTATORS’ OPINIONS (Acts 1).
1Z And they were all amaied. and were in doubt, 

saying one to another. What meaneth this 7
18 Others mocking said. These men are full of 

new wine.
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 

up his voice, and said unto them. Ye men of Judea, 
and all yc that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 
unto you. and hearken to my words:
II. THE PREACHER'S MESSAGE (Acts 2).

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God, 
exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear.

34 For David in not ascended into the heavens: 
but he aaith himself. The Loan said unto my Lord. 
Sit thou on my right hand.

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
36 Therefore let ail the house of Israel know as­

suredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Ixird and Christ.
III. THE SPIRITS POWER (Acts 2).

87 Now when they heard thin, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apoetks. Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them. Repent, and be 
baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re­
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

89 For the promise is unto you. and to yonr 
children, and to all that are afar off. even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify 
and exhort, saying. Save yourselves from this un­
toward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptised: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.

Lesson Comment
1. The Spectators’ Opinions.—Differ­

ent people will make different observations 
and come to different conclusions about the 
same thing. Under the Holy Spirit's mighty 
power, on the day of Pentecost, the disciples 
appeared differently to various observers. 
Some of them were merely curious and 
asked, “What meaneth this?” While others 
mockingly said that these men were drunk­
en. There is a similarity, to the casual or 
uninformed spectator, between the appear­
ance of one who is under deep religious emo­
tion and one who is under the influence of 
alcoholic stimulants. For example, Eli, 
when he saw Hannah at the Tabernacle 
entrance, praying with all the earnestness 
of her soul, thought she was simply another 
drunken woman that Hophi or Phinehas had 
left at the doorway of the Lord’s house. 
Peter, before the jostling crowd of curious 
or mocking spectators, stood up and made 
an explanation of the wonderful things 
that were taking place at Pentecost

2. The Preacher’s Message. Peter 
preached the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus which had been witnessed by all the 
disciples. And that which the observers 
had seen was the token of the Holy Spirit 
which Jesus said he would send into the 
world when he went back to the Father. 
That Jesus was both Lord and Christ, he 
affirmed with convincing and convicting 
pow’er. Their Christ, they had crucified; 
their own Messiah, they had rejected.

3. The Spirit’s Power. The hearers 
were cut to the heart by the searching words 
of the apostle, and became serious inquirers 
as to what they should do. As they became 
convinced that Jesus was both Lord And 
Christ, they became aware of the awful sin 
they had committed in rejecting him. Peter 
assured them that the promise was to them, 
though they had slain Jesus. With what 
bounding hope they must have heard that 
word from Peter’s lips! How glad they 
were to know that they had not been com­
pletely rejected of God since they had been 
guilty of such a serious offense against his 
Anointed! They flocked by thousands to 
hear the word, and under the power of the 
Spirit, there were three thousand of them 
who gladly received it and accepted Jesus, 
the risen and ascended Christ.

DAILY READINGS
May 16 to May 22

Preparing for Letton R. May it, page J7.

Monday, May 16
Raad Acts 3: 1-10—THE LAME MAN HEALED 
“In th* name of J»bux Christ of Nazareth, walk.’’

As Peter and John were going into the 
temple at Jerusalem at the hour of prayer 
in the middle of the day, they came upon 
a man lame from his birth seated at the 
gate called Beautiful, asking alms. Peter 
and John could not give him any money 
for his maintenance, but they could remove 
the affliction which had kept him from be­
ing self-supporting, and because of which 
he had been an object of charity. But the 
kindness which they did to him was done 
in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
that name which, among the prejudiced rul­
ers, was then becoming exceedingly offen­
sive. Peter did not affirm that it was by 
the name of himself and John that the 
lame man should walk. He must exalt the 
name of Jesus, by whom alone the miracle 
could be performed. He therefore needed 
to tell it out loud that it was in the name 
of Jesus that the lame could walk. He as­
sisted the cripple’s faith by taking him by 
the right hand and lifting him up. Im­
mediately the feet and ankle bones that 
had never before borne the weight of his 
body became strong enough to stand the 
strain of walking and leaping. He immedi­
ately ascribed praise to God for the bless­
ing he had received, just as Peter and John 
meant for him to do. The spectators im­
mediately began to wonder how and by 
what miraculous power a congenital dis­
ability like that had been suddenly re­
moved.

May all our charities be done in the name 
of Christ and for his glory and honor be­
fore men.

Tuesday, May 17 a
Read Acts 4: 1-12—PETER’S DEFENSE BEFORE 

THE SANHEDRIN
"He Is the atone which was set at naught of 

you builders which was made the head of the 
corner."

After healing the lame man and preach­
ing to the people the resurrection of Jesus 
and the doctrine of a resurrection through 

him, Peter and John were laid* hold of by 
the priests, captain of the temple and Sad­
ducees? and kept under guard till the next 
day. But in the meantime, their words had 
caught fire and spread like a conflagration 
throughout the city. Many of the people 
had already believed them. On the morrow, 
they were brought before the Sanhedrin 
which was presided over by Annas, the 
high priest, accompanied by Caiaphas, John 
and Alexander and others of the high 
priest's household. The apostles were 
asked by what power, or by whose name, 
they had done this. Peter had before him 
then the very’ judges who had condemned 
Jesus to death: and with a fearlessness and 
calmness that no man can have naturally, he 
declared that it had been done in the name 
of Jesus Christ, of Nazareth, whom they 
had discarded and crucified but whoiA God 
had raised from the dead. 'They who had 
been, from of old, the builders/-had re­
jected the very cornerstone, the[ first and 
only foundation, without whom tnere is no 
salvation. ' ।

May God give us the courage to proclaim 
a positive, definite, and only gospel in Jesus 
Christ.

Wednesday, May 18
Read Isaiah 35: 1-10—THE LAME SHALL LEAP 

"Than shall the lame leap as a hart.”
The prophet Isaiah foresees and foretells 

the blessings that will come to the world 
upon the coming of the Messiah and the es­
tablishment of his kingdom in the earth. 
Barren and waste places will be made fruit­
ful. Out of the unlovely, beauty and grace 
will come. That which is naturally impo­
tent and useless will become virile and 
useful. The conservation of things is to be 
accomplished by divine grace and accord­
ing to the inflexible laws of God, and not 
by sheer natural processes which are sub­
ject to the forces of deterioration and de­
cay. Fields that are left to themselves 
will grow up in weeds. Mankind left to 
itself will grow downward instead of up­
ward. But the leaven is in the earth; the 
uplifting and ennobling power which is in 
Jesus Christ alone. In him there is the 
centripetal force which can hold against 
the outward and downward trend of all 
things toward confusion and disorder. Do­
ing the impossible is the custom in his em-
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pire. Eyes bom blind are made to see, that 
is, optic nerves are supplied and created a 
long time after birth. Ears born deaf are 
supplied with auricular nerves beyond the 
skill of any surgeon to ingraft The lame 
from birth are given the agility of the deer, 
with bone and tissue given them by the 
bloodless operation of divine power. The 
occupants and agents, actors and factors, in 
this kingdom are those who walk in the 
ways of holiness.

May we rejoice in the privileges of the 
kingdom of Christ, and labor faithfully in 
the distribution of its benefits to mankind.

Thursday, May 19
Read Acta 9: 32-35—JEN E AS HEALED

“Pater aaith unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
healeth thee.”

On his evangelistic tour through all parts 
of Palestine, Peter came down to be with 
the saints at Lydda, on the road from Jeru­
salem to Joppa down on the Mediterranean 
sea. There he found a man by the name 
of iEneas who had been bedridden with 
paralysis for eight years. Peter went to 
him and simply told him, “Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole.’* He did not even men­
tion himself in connection with the miracle 
of healing. Peter was simply the mouth­
piece by which information was given the 
man about what Jesus Christ was doing. 
There was no personal assistance even 
which Peter needed to give TEneas. He 
did not put his hands on him, and certainly 
did not apply any ointment or applications 
of any sort. It was the direct operation 
of the power of Jesus Christ upon a dis­
eased body. Then Peter commanded JEneas 
to get up and make his bed. For the first 
time in eight years, the man felt that he 
could do such a thing; and the command 
of Peter gave him the faith and courage to 
try. So he immediately rose up from his 
bed. The effect of the miracle upon the 
people was immediate and beneficial. The 
news of it spread quickly over the town of 
Lydda and out among the people of the 
nearby town of Saron, and they all turned 
unto the Lord.

May our lives and labors be such that all 
who observe our characters and conduct 
will turn to the Lord, rather than toward 
ourselves.

Friday, May, 20
Read James 5: 13-20—-CHRISTI AN 

HELPFULNESS
“Confess, therefore, your sins one to another, 

and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.**
James urges the importance of prayer, or 

petition to God, in the practice of Chris­
tianity, especially among Christians them­
selves. In that way every one can be help­
ful to others. Even when all other resources 
are cut off, and we can do nothing else for 
the brethren, we can pray for them. That 
is a service which every one can render. 
Is any one afflicted? let him pray: let him 
pray rather than complain. Is any sick? 
let him—not others—call for the elders of 
the church and let them pray over him. If 
he has not the faith to call for them, he 
probably would not have the faith to re­
ceive any blessing in answer to their 
prayers for him. And the prayer of faith, 
that is, the faith of the sufferer, shall save 
the sick. Though the elders participate 
with the sick in the exercise of prayer and 
faith, he himself must enter it far enough 
that he will call for the elders to come and 
pray for him. Then Christians should con­
fess their faults to one another, in sincer­
ity and without ostentation, privately and 
not officially. It will greatly help both the 
confessing one who is thus fortified against 
his weakness as he confesses it, and also 
the confessor who can intelligently and 
sympathetically assist him in overcoming 
his mistakes and sins. An instance of ef­
fectual prayer is here mentioned: that of 
Elijah who prayed that it rain not, and no 
rain fell for three years. Afterwards, he 
prayed for rain, and it came in sluices. He 
was not a perfect man but he had faith in 
prayer, and prayed in faith. Glorious re­
wards are to be accorded those who help 
others over their faults, errors and misfor­
tunes; and who convert an erring, sinning 
brother from his way. They have the honor 
of having saved a life from fatal disaster 
and overthrow, and of having hidden a 
multitude of sins of which the wayward 
would have become guilty had he not been 
timely reclaimed to the path of rectitude.

May God give us the grace to help one 
another, to pray for one another, and to 
confess our sins one to another.

Saturday, May 21
Read Mark 11: 20-25—STRENGTH FROM GOD 

'Jeaua answering aaith unto them. Have faith 
in God.”

After the Triumphal Entry into Jerusa­
lem Jesus went out with the Twelve and 
snent the night at Bethany, perhaps at the 
home of Lazarus. Returning to the city 
next day, he observed a fig tree having 
leaves and went to see if there was fruit on 
it But because it was barren, he pro­
nounced the sentence of barrenness upon 
it On the following morning, as they 
passed by the fig tree, Peter observed that 
it was dead and dried up, and so stated to 
Jesus, who immediately said to the disci­
ples “Have faith in God,” that is, if the 
fig tree died under his curse, much more 
would a work of goodness and profit be 
accomplished by believing prayer. But a 
prevailing faith is also a forgiving spirit. 
No heart can win God that holds bitter­
ness or enmity toward one’s fellowmen. 
Christ is here speaking of Christians being 
forgiven of their sins and trespasses, oven 
those who have been pardoned of the sin of 
unbelief. God will not overlook our sins, 
but will exact the full toll and punishment 
of us unless we forgive each other.

May we have each faith in God that we 
Ml have faith in God'e people.

Sunday, May 22
R-d lulah 38: 1-10—THE GLORY OF ZION
■Th. mn.om.d of <b. Lord .h.ll r.lurn, and 

come with singing unto Zion.”
In prophecy, Zion is typical of the king­

dom of Christ and of the throne of great 
David’s greater son. The set-up of his 
reign can not be prevented nor questioned. 
It is established from everlasting. But his 
dominion, which consists in the redeemed 
of the Lord, is yet to be consummated in 
the coming of his subjects in full numbers. 
But they will come into it, and that, too, 
with endless joy on their heads, wearing a 
fadeless crown of rejoicing. They will re­
joice most of all because they themselves 
are ransomed and saved; but also because 
sorrow and sighing are fled away, right­
eousness reigns and is supreme in aiAhority 
and power, and because all things are set 
right. Inequalities have been wiped out 
and the righteous have been vindicated for­
ever.

May we have that highest of all joy in be­
ing subjects and participants of the ever­
lasting kingdom of Jesus Christ.

Lesson 8—May 22 

----------------------------------------------------------------- --

Peter Heals the Lame 
Man

Read Acts 3: 1 to 4:31
Devotional Reading—Isaiah 36: 1-10.
Golden Text—In none other is there salva­

tion for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among men, 
wherein we must be saved. Acts 4: 12.

There Is only one way of salvation. There are not 
many ways of being saved. That way is open and 
adapted to every body; and there is no need of 
more than one. Those who are without Christ are 
lost, no matter who they are: but all who have 
him are saved, no matter who they may be.

Lesson Text
Acts 3: I-10f 4: 8-10

I. ALMS EXPECTED (Acts 3).
Now Peter and John went up together into the 

temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.
2 And a certain man lame from his mothers womb 

was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms 
of them that entered into the temple.

8 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple asked an alms.

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said. Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something of them.
JL HEALTH RECEIVED (Acta 3).

6 Then Peter said. Silver and gold have I none; 
but such as I have give I thee: in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Naxareth rise up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted 
him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones 
receive*! strength.

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and en­
tered with them into the temple, walking, and leap­
ing. and praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising 
C"10 And they knew that It wo ho which B.t Im 
alm. at the Bcutltul of the temnte: and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at that which 
had happened unto him.
III. AN ANSWER GIVEN (Act. 4).

8 Then Peter, Riled with the Holy Ghent, old unco 
them. Ye ruler, el the people, .nd elder, of J*™"

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done 
to the impotent man. by what means he is made 
"h10‘ Be it known unto you all, and to all the 
ueonle of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God rai«®d 
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole.
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Lesson Comment
1. Alms Expected. The incurable lame 

man was laid by his friends at the Beau­
tiful Gate of the temple in order that he 
might beg alms at the hands of worshipers 
as they went in or out of the place of wor­
ship. People would be most charitably dis­
posed under those conditions, and the 
situation was a good one for a beggar. As 
Peter and John entered the temple, he 
asked alms of them. When Peter told him 
to look on them, for he had not hitherto 
given them more than a glance, he thought 
he was going to receive some unusually 
large gift. The lame man had to give spe­
cial attention to Peter and John, as a men­
tal preparation for receiving what they 
had to offer him.

2. Health Received. The apostles did 
not have money to give him. Even if they 
had had it, they had something better than 
money for him. Peter commands him in 
the name of Jesus Christ to get up and 
walk. Then lifting him up, the man was 
healed and began to run and leap, prais­
ing God. Peter helped the man to help 
himself, in assisting him to rise. The 
miracle here w*as two-fold: first, in that 
the man's ankle bones, flaccid from birth, 
became immediately ossified and hardened 
so that he could stand up: and second, that 
he who had never walked w’as at once en­
abled to do it; and not only walk, but leap 
and run as well as if he had had the use 
of his feet all his life. The bystanders 
were amazed when they saw the lame man, 
whom they all knew to have been a cripple 
from his birth, walking and leaping.

3. An Answer Given. It is hard to 
imagine the great spiritual emotion which 
Peter had when it came to such a pass that 
exhaustive inquiry was being made into the 
good deed done to the lame man. Such in­
vestigation could not have been more ex­
acting or exasperating, had the deed been 
an evil one instead of a good one! But 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke 
boldly to the rulers and elders and said, 
“Be it known unto all that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru­
cified, whom God raised from the dead, even 
by him doth this man stand here before 
you whole.” He rendered honor to whom 
honor w’as due, and rebuke where censure 
belonged.

, ———- ■ ■ -—
DAILY READINGS

May 23 Io May 29
Preparing for Letton 9, -Way 29, page &1.

Monday, May 23
Read Acta 8: 17-26—THE APOSTLES 

PERSECUTED
“They were filled with jealousy, and laid hand* 

on the apostles, and put them in public ward."
The apostles were instrumental in work­

ing many miracles of healing among the 
people of Jerusalem and in places round 
about the city. Even sick folk were laid 
on couches along the streets that the shadow 
of Peter, passing by, might fall on them. 
The wave of popular interest and enthu­
siasm ran high. The high priest and his 
Sadducee associates did not believe in a 
resurrection, or in a spiritual religion, any 
how. And to them it was the highest sort 
of impudence on the part of the apostles 
to go about preaching that the despised 
Nazarene had risen from the dead. Yet 
the miracles which they performed were 
indisputable. Hence, for want of better 
argument, they resorted to jealousy and 
violence. They took them by their own 
hands and put them in the common jail. 
That night the angel of God led them out 
of the prison through unopened doors, and 
bade them go stand in the temple and speak 
to the people all the words of this life. 
When told that the men whom they had 
thrust into jail were teaching in the tem­
ple, the rulers came and quietly took them 
away, fearing lest, should they resort to 
violence in re-arrestlng them, the people 
would become so incensed by the maltreat­
ment of their friends and helpers that they 
themselves would be stoned by the popu­
lace.

May we be willing to stiffer, if need be, 
for a faithful witness to the power of Jesus 
to save.

Tuesday, May 24
Read Acta 8 : 33-42—THE APOSTLES BEATEN

“They beat them and charged them not to apaak 
in the name of Jesua, and let tham go."

When questioned by the high priest, in 
the presence of the council, why the apostles 
persisted in filling Jerusalem with their 
doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus and 
thus bringing the blood of Jesus on them 
for having crucified an innocent man, Peter 

and the others boldly affirmed that they 
ought to obey God rather than men; and 
reaffirmed their personal witness of Je­
sus. Peter rang the changes on the fact 
of a resurrection and that Jesus whom they 
slew was the Son of God. It became un­
bearable to the enemies of Jesus. It quick­
ly became a mighty sore spot with them. 
The council was so enraged by what they 
considered the impudence and audacity of 
the apostles, that they took secret counsel 
how they might kill them. But Gamaliel, 
one of the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee, and not 
of the sect of the Sadducess, defended them 
on the ground that if their doctrine was 
not of God, it would come to nothing, just 
as other fads and, uprisings had done; but 
if it were of God, they should not attempt 
to overthrow it lest they be found to fight 
against God himself. It was a plausible 
argument and the only defense he could 
have made before a prejudiced jury. He 
recounted a couple of cases to prove his 
point: (1) that of Theudas and (2) that 
of Judas, both of Galilee (from which place 
they knew this Jesus to have come), both of 
whom were overthrown by the very weak­
ness of their causes. He cited negative 
instances, the better to serve as an argu­
ment for leniency toward the apostles by an 
unreasoning set of judges. So the apostles 
were flogged and liberated; but commanded 
not to speak in the name of Jesus.

May God give us the courage to continue 
faithful to Christ even despite the threats 
and intimidations of evil men.

Wednesday, May 25
Read Matthew 10: 16-25—THE DISCIPLE NOT 

ABOVE HIS MASTER
"A disciple la not above hie master, nor a ser­

vant above his lord.”
In sending out the Twelve, Jesus told 

them that they would meet with fierce op­
position, abuse, persecution and hatred. 
They were as sheep among wolves. There­
fore they were urged to be wise; to give 
no needless offense to any nor expose them­
selves to danger unnecessarily; anf to be 
harmless and do no injury to any even 
who might maltreat them. They were not 
kept in ignorance of what perseeutu/ns 
awaited them because of their allegiance 
and testimony to him. But when they were 
accused, they were not to be anxious what 
they should say to magistrates in their 

own defense, for the Spirit of the Father 
would speak through them. However, when 
they should be persecuted in one place, they 
were not to continue their ministry there 
(this being a special mission), but go into 
another community. They were his ad­
vanced agents, and even by the best re­
ception at every place, they could not make 
all the cities of Israel till he himself should 
come. In all that they might endure and 
suffer, they were to remember that as 
his disciples they would not be exempt from 
persecutions which were aimed at him, who 
was the Lord and Master.

May we have that spirit of humility 
which should characterize us as learners 
and followers of Christ.

Thursday, May 26
Read 1 Peter 3: 8-22—SUFFERING FOR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE
“It is better. If the will of God so will, that ye 

suffer for well doing than for evil doing."
By no means do all who do righteously 

suffer for well doing. Many are honored 
for having honored dp*ist in their lives. 
Many prosper for having honored him with 
their substance. But there are some who 
suffer for righteousness’ sake. However, 
their troubles react comfortably on them 
because they rejoice that they are accounted 
worthy to suffer for Christ, and that they 
are of enough account in the cause of 
righteousness to be reckoned with by its 
foes. There is a vast difference between 
meeting with resistance in the way of 
righteousness and facing opposition in a 
course of wrong doing: just the difference 
there is between the faithful Christian who 
is persecuted for his piety and the outlaw 
who is hunted on account of his crime. In 
being persecuted for one’s loyalty to Jesus 
one does not suffer mental anguish at all, 
but rather mental ease and comfort. Bodily 
pain, or temporal losses, or even broken 
family relationships which one may have to 
endure to be true to Christ, are not, by far, 
the greater sorrows. Those who suffer for 
Jesus, have a good conscience, and the joys 
of a lively hope and of a living faith that 
waits on God and labors on despite the 
jeers of an unbelieving and wicked gen­
eration of men; as did old Noah in build­
ing the ark before the flood.

If suffer we must and shall, let us suffer 
for well doing instead of wrong doing.
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