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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
/OF THE LATE
REV. ISAAC McCOY.
It is due to the cause of religion,

" and tends to promote piety and use-

fulness among men, to preserve, upon
the pages of history, arecord of the
doings and sayings of those, who
under the culture and spirit of the
gospel; have distinguished themiselves

as pre-eminent in religious attain-

|
ments, general benevolence, or a life,

of self-sacrificing zeal for the glory
of God and good of mankind.

Tt is not intended by this very im-
perfect and necessarily brief sketch,
to supercede a more ample and much
needed history of the life and labors
of the Rev. Isaac McCoy.. This
sketch is only intended to meet the
expectations of the public for the
present, until others whose right it
is, shall have a history of his life
duly prepared and published.

The ancestors of Elder McCoy, on
his father’s side, were originally from
Ireland. His grandfather lived and
died near Uniontown, Pennsylvania;
and his father, Wm. McCoy, resided
at the same place until the year 1789
or ’90, when he removed. west with
his family, and landed at North Bend,
Ohio, where, in consequence of In-

dian hostilities, he remained only a
few months, and removed to Ken-
tucky, and settled near the Ohio
river, in Jefferson county, about 17
miles above Louisville. l‘:lis parents
and grandparents were Baptists.
Isaac McCoy, the subject of this
notice, was born near Uniontown,
Pa., on the 13th June, 1784, and con-
sequently was ot more than six
vears old when his father landed in
Kentucky. Subsequently to his first
settlement in Kentucky, Mr. Wm.
MeCoy moved into the interior of the
State, and located in Shelby county,
{where his son Ispac was baptized by
\Elder Joseph Morris, and received
/into Buck Ereck church, on the Gth
day of March, 1801.
2i‘he newly settled condition of the
country, and the consequent gcarcity
of schools and teachers, put it out of
ithe power of the father of young
Isaac to give him what would be re-
%arded' now as even a moderate
nglish education. Reading, writing
‘and arithmetic was all that was taught
jin the common schools of this
country. But the vigorous and ener-
etic mind of young McCoy was
equal to all the embarrassments which
a defective education threw in the °
way of his future usefulness. Soon
after his baptism, his mind became
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_ labors, in behalf of the Indians, as he
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decply, impressed.with the duty of|
preaching the gospel, and the modutT

_ estimation which he entertained of
his natural abilities, combined withli
his ]hmitnd education, seemed ob-
_stacles so formidable in his way to[turn to that place in th D

. the ministry, that he lingered in doubt|{where he re}:mino:i ul:ilfzgﬂs, :3::8&
as to his duty for several years.ihe entered the Indian country as a
These difliculties, however, though|misssionary, as will be mote full
:heel- p:lm:ucolfl doubtl: in his mind as|stated hereafter. - | o
+to the duty of preaching, goaded him| On the 13th of Oct '

- on in the pursuit of .kum’vledge in the|was solemnly sét npar: ll):;r,ofs ilnou'tige
increased ratio of his growing desires|to the work of the ministry. He wn:
to pf-nuch the gospel to perishing sin-|then a member of Maria Creek church

~ ners; so that ere he was aware his|the ordaining presb ery: consisted of
growth in grace and knowledge had{Elders’ Wm. Mcg;y and George
l‘nnpgc«i him out to ‘observing and in-|Waller, of Ky. This Maria C: ;
telligent christians as one whom God|church was subsequently rahde:ed
had called to the work of the|somewhat notorious from its vicinif :
ministry, ) to Lamot church, the place wheri

On the Gth of Octobgr, 1808, he|the well known Daniel Puries "com:
was united in  marriage to Miss/menced to sow his two-seed doc-
(‘.zynihm}x)au‘l’nlk,s daughter of Mr.[tTines.

Charles Pokk, of Shelby county, Ken- i y

1::(‘}%’. Mas&‘ Polk was a melzlbcr of Co];";"?g ?Ee e ')’teﬂr ;Of s Mifr
the Baptist church also; and, in her,|t: 11 . ] veiv
‘L‘md gm‘(;\ gim jl.l;l suloh a helper aéii;n lv:di.:‘;ma:fd g;‘ﬁz?:,d n:;t ::-‘:;vei;y

‘as needed to aid and comfort him st i i .
in all hissubsequent labors, privationsTfn]llsme;'mlcll:lr{gs:the::ldg ni.ll'lanylto e
f:iq m{iel;'m%s. Il‘fio otherlwomnn,ichurches in maix}’ parts of th[:tll;_:g;g
‘¢ apprehend, could or would * have,itier region is iti : oen
sc cheerfully, met all the trials whicl;:th ;g e . b
befell her in those long years of suf: IV’mug e L Mftieeer.
bef tho - Vincenn d St. i )
;er{;ng and toil, in her efforts to aid!Ohio to ::eaiakes,L::(;s;ht:ixg;:t: ﬂ:ﬁ

J’i :g ;;:s&:;\ebsfe::lgm:i ‘_l: g:zszi?ut}!increane his pious solicitude for ythe

sbene s *hall of present destitution and i i
the aborigines of America. But she g'an i Wi oogmiry
. ea. |wants of this newly sett
;e::lr:s ;gd l:gv}e:asmke emfcr;)g the;i sanl\e‘the population of vgh?:h tgstig::et:ys-’
8 L ] as 7l ousand
*and zealously into all his p]anse e:fn%i ngby thOTJ Bt e :
eeply impressed with the impor-
did himselt tance lo_f planting the standard of the
i i ospe: i i
In April, 1804, he moved to Vin- Ero?e, al:dubz?pn;e:n&t:le::ﬂ:z sy

cennes, where he resided until the his family and:.devote all hi e

fall of 1805, when he removed to|the work of the ministry, h v tunle t:g

!(A:l:rk co}gmyf Ia.,h and}:enled not far to apply to the Board of tl:erel::p:ist

m a_ Baptist church, called Silver|Triennjal Conventi i

Creek church. At the invitation of|H Missi g ey g

this church he accepted a license toli ollm o Peag il g

preach, which was conferred on him ;‘fotyé t(:;ntz,h ztfqth ﬂ: he i fod

July Tith, 1807. He immediately happy to —‘m:i intmen —

entered, with zeal, into the work as- labor as their missi?pomry in v;m:g
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regions. In pursuance of this ex-|denial, excessive labor, suffering, and
pression of his wishes, the Board privation of personal and domestic
sent him a commission for one year,|cornforts, that should give him a place

‘which he received on the 17th Octo-|among the most distinguished chris-

ber following. In this commission,|tian philanthropists of any age of the
g P f' g
n

his field of, labor was limited to cer-|world.

is history of Indian Mis-

tain counties in Indiana and Illinois,|sions, a{work of over six hundred
but he was, nevertheless, instructed pages, furnishesbut a condensed view

to give attention to the Indians, as far
as practicable. “By this time,” says
he, “ my anxiety to preach the gospel
to the Indians had become great.”
So that the instructions of the Board
seemed to be not only a providential
opening for the gratification of his
kindling solicitude for the perishing
Indians, but tended to increase and
strengthen his zeal for the salvation
.of that degraded and neglected people.
Animated with a benevolence so
purely christian, and a purpose as
immutable as his own high sense of
uty, neither the brief period for
which he had been commissioned by
the Board, nor the uncertainty of what
would be its subsequent course, de-

of his multiplied labors and sufferings,

in the prosecution of his great work

—Ilabors and sufferings which were

greatly miltiplied and aggravated by
opposing influences exerted against
him, over and above those which
aaturally grew out of the arduous
work he had undertaken; and what
made it more painful, this opposition
was, not unfrequently, from those to
whom he had a right to look for help.

!A brief sketch therefore of his event-

ful life, such as we are confined to at
present, cannot be expected to dc,
even seeming, justice t0'the memory
of this great and good man.

Having determined his course,
without waiting to consult the Board,

terred him from firmly “resolving,
the Lord willing, to make an effort to
establish a mission among the Indians,
and to spend the remainder of my
life in promoting their temporal and
eternal welfare.’ '

Accordingly on the 12th of Nov.
of the same year, he applied to Gen.
T. Posey, U. S. Agent for certain

tribes in Indiana :mdﬁllinois, for such|

information as was necessary for the

commencement of the great work to

he resolved on moving to the Indian
\country, and therefore purchased «
'small tract of landa little beyond the

'settlement, and as near the Wea

\Indians as he could get. On this he
erected two small ca%)ins, one for his
family and the other for a school-
room; and to this place, in October,
1818, he removed; a distance of
ninety miles from his former resi-
/dence. His family consisted of him-
self, his wife, and seven small child-

which he had solemnly dedicated his ren.

life and talents.

In a few days after his arrival at

Having made arrangements with his wilderness home, he left his
the Agent who succeeded Gen. Posey, |family, protected only by the God he
our devoted missionary to the|served, to visit the various tribes n

. Indians met them, for the first time,
at the agency house in June, 1818,
when they came to receive their an-
nuities, and made arrangements to
enter immediately upon his apostolic
labors among them : and from this
interview we commence to date a
period of twenty-eight years ; in his

history, marked witha degree of self-

that region, to obtain their children
for his sehool, and to secure their at-
tention to the general objects of his
mission. - His inability to converse
with them, their prejudices against
the whites, and their utter aversion to
all civilization, were great obstacles
to overcome ; but they were not suf-

ficient to produce even'a state of

|
1
1
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a hesitancy upon his mind—-he went to sister’ ‘M;:Goy ‘a8 thei
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ul.i"

ggﬁkt.ge;ﬁ{mi;ﬁ d“("ilh‘ : e help of among the Indians, m’ﬂ'w
: i or'the poor In- sever s to assist ther
dux:s;‘:ho f i R Bnai;l wzt: :;;t:;uch :tn;‘;;r:é in For
oy b:t ;\l’:;n rctz:itn:m:ﬁqg at ‘this ej7n missions to provide for this mis-
tion, ut congiderations, sion to the Indi , i
- - cony s, inns, so that the e
hel:-l:hi n:]\l:ec.olzluia ‘idl(;(:‘i\ fl (em to detail care and labor of providing suutent;:::‘:
. > LIeCoy toremove for the missi i
g ok ¢Coy ‘ nissionaries and school, de-
mileso-r:vh\i‘c;“l??’d _g distanice of 180 volved upon Elder McCoy. Henc’edhee
e oy ) OL‘ }l. in the | month of was under'the necessity of making -
pa""s‘thm: ol e "? way, having to quent, laborious and {azm‘dous jour-
e igh several Indian villages, neys to Kentucky, ,Ohio, and oth
incident occurred well caleulated States, for mone,y., pr(;vi<ion a:;

to discourage him f (urther
o froma further pro- clothes, for the use of the mission.— .

by el : | p
t:a}.lltrl(;txt(l)t his beuevolent intentions He was also under the necessity of a
h"v.g ;l:c I:c:;] Illl (;me of those vil- plying to government, not onl'}?,to og
ages the Indians had procured whis- tain i i :
e I roc | whis n appointments and salaries
:m;‘i, ml‘;((lw‘"iiﬂ-e» generally intoxicated, teachers, mechanics, &c. attnchedr:’;
sl : ;l:u(:ls’donn -olﬁ.ortb' made to the mission, as provided,for by Con
t a de g on him by way of gress, but was fi cce .
i og ¥ v _of gress, was forced to accept an ap-
o 1:;:6 h:;:-golhlfmﬂ puxl')hl}((j‘ii, him, pointment himself, in order tg subsigt
anght . his se by the bridle, and himself and family, g ‘
o ‘ 2 ; Il s ily, and to emplo
hi:bmhtl‘le :le.:]ofimlun‘g his knife from overplus of his \3'11ges to sus{’airy :ll:e
“.(Wi(:l : ‘0 hl him, when they were mission.  And this course of labor h:.
{v}m'(]i:n m] :l met by another Indian sustained for the whole time of his con-
z "”A.ml.( e .4\15 fellow savage from nexion with the Boston Board, so that
s purpose, and conducted .our be- so far from his receiving his ,support
\

- loved brother beyond the reach of his from that Board, he not only sustained

ursuer.  This ever, i [ hi ;
A Him iy eShel g ot 2 T G B
esqeriog Liny auy s heart ments with the Government, but, i
,g':‘?dé%c:;z:e:‘m?:::-}:::(iui;if;:r Otll‘uts de- ;)lus \‘l'qyipl'lov-idednenrl3'all the mtf;arl:;
3 i g8 o in- by which the entire missi
creased efforts to give them the word tayin d and kept i aratibn, | Esie
of life. Athis former station he had s : Tt aretes of .
the happiness to baptize the man ij)oox;r(:lontlas'he i e ok el
: ppin e the : , their Indian si -
;\slrl%%}c}::‘rlmd employed to assist him menlced to decline umillnrllsowl\?:l}?cyccu?e
fmokar. ‘ B nearly extinct. These factsare intro-
“"llsl:\ xxig‘sf‘rtlfzrl at Fort Wayne, he duced here, not for the purpos: ol}t:g-
d(;r ;'(:Ol'l enabled to open hisschool un- flecting on that Board, but merely to
himg;l}“.\a(culli«;']t:u:alg:nf ]cu-c1|m<lnuces, do some faint justice_,tq the meniory
cOxrﬂl,‘Zinﬂ (‘m:di‘:TUI:(f;lPlif:‘ecl;Iﬁ‘)l(‘)? aer::.i I(j:"l;'he re"lmrkﬁble dmﬂn_l:"h"se o
the hopeful conversion of two half- sk ';:e Amons the mame ot i
breed Indian women, one of whon ‘h : s'he'tc Elder Mooy bad 03 e ol
o ARt e of 1 he which Elder McCoy had to meet, while
P .?uncsu;idolﬂll;n;:)t:lsl:zng gn the at Vincennes, there was one of such a
- al‘:pnvnr‘ds b r about a peculiar nature, and so well calculated
Jpox e Negacde, atri uted greatly to to put his christian forbearance and
o stpuiyt., @ otwithstanding these missionary zeal for the Indians to the
b missm:ﬁmgﬁ u:ldlcntmns, our severest test, that we should do injus-
e mons 37 1ad many over- tice to him to withhold it; especi;lly
' : z " . s
s 4 'f‘hc‘.Boa ;ld eor})er:;ls “31‘ conter d becausg ‘we see in this instance, the
P el 10 the Triennial true spirit of the christian philanthro-
ad r::cngmzed him and/pist and missionary so pre-eminently
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ing above human passions, and\many daysand nights at a’time inthe
tural impulses of an injured pa-|wilderness, withouat seeing thé face of
i’sheart, that we are enabled to con- n white man, and was content with the
t the man with the chréstien—the company and fare of the natives; I
P with the missionary, in such n have repeatedly slept on the ground,
¢clear light that no room is left to doubt under falls of rain and snow, without
eithed his christianity or the purity of much depression of spirits; I have
his motives asa missionary to the In- seen the native struggling in the ago-
dians. nies of death, oceasioned by the hand |
The following is the case referred of his fellow, and have assisted in bu-
toi—During his absence in the East, rying the murdered, and found my de-
on behalf of the mission, his little gires for the salvation of-the surviving’
daughter, about nine years of age, and enlarged, and my zeal in the work of*
two of the Indian girls of the school, reformation increased; from the hands
larger than his daughter, were sent on laid hold on me in the wilderness, to=
an errand about two hundred ynrdsideprivc me of life, I have escaped with ~
from the house, but in full view; when resolutions to persevere in efforts to’
three Indians, who seemed to haveteach them better things. But, alas!.
been in ambush, rushed upon them.—!this abuse of my dear little daughter,
"The two Indian girls, being layger and|who could not provoke insult, aud her
less frightened, escaped to the house narrow escape from greater injury, has
and gave the alarm; the little daughter taught me a lesson of human frailty
of Elder McCoy fell as she ascended which I had not previously learned by
the river bank and was taken by the experience. This tale of woy the an-
savage monster, who attempted to vio- guish of the mother, and tears of
late her person. The struggles of the more than forty of our family, bore
child, however, and the immediate ap- down my spirits and d-prived me of
rance of help from the house, resolution! I was sinking when the
thwarted his hellish desizns, and the everlasting arms underneath prevent-
child was rescued. But she was great- ed my fall ! Should I endure to the
ly bruised, the blood issuing from her end let God have all the praise.”  But
mouth, nose and neclk, and nearly suf- his trials in this case, did not termi-
focated by the sand . which he hadnate with the eruel assault upon his
thrust into her mouth to prevent her child ; this savage monster, being at
shrieks. She was unable to speak large, supposed that Elder McCoy
when help arrived. Two days after| would, in accordance with savage cus-
this shocking affair Elder McCoy ar-'tom, seek to take his life; he there-
rived home, and none but a father can fore armed himself with his rifle and
guess his feelings when the facts were knife, resolved to save his life by kill-
told him ; and none but a christian can ing Elder McCoy the first time he saw
appreciate the motives by which his him. All this Elder MecUCoy was ap-
subsequent course was controlled. Of prised of| but, trusting in God, he went
this trying event he thus speaks in his daily about his business without dam-
History of Indian Affairs: “This cir- age, and not many months after, the
cumstance puts our missionary zeal Indian was slain 1n a dranken frolic,
to the test. O, how hard it i€ to re- by one of his own people.
gard a people affectionately, who,| About the Ist of August, 1821, a

while we are toiling and laboring sole- church was constituted at Vincennes,

ly for their benefit, and not our own, consisting of Elder McCoy, his wite,
thus cruelly requite us. I have quit- six other missionaries, the two Indian
ed the society of relatives and many women who had been baptized, and a
desirable christiun privileges, with a black man; eleven in all. Notwith-
degree of cheerfulness; I have spent standing these successes, so thorough-
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:  December.

~vand the prospects.

. the .purpose of erecting necessary

‘ly the school, soon assumed most in-

i : ens

}{ was Elder McCoy convinced that
.the rapid incroachments of the white
peogle upon, the Indian settlements,
would ultimately break up the mission,
,that he earnestly desired to find a lo-
cation more remote from the white
settlements; and being solicited by
some-chiefs to locate among them in
Michigan, he made a tour there, for
the purpose of looking at the cou’ntry
and The v

that he. determined to movertcl:':ll':! :::
accordingly on the ¥3th of Oct. 1821
he set out for the St. Joscph’s’ river,
with a part of the mission family, for

buildings, &c., and this having b
nccomplishcd,,the rest of the r;iss(i:s::

THE INDIAN ADVOCATE.

young Indians were made happ; -
takers; and the church was ;l:e?r};}):d
to strength and efficiency.

The experience o{ Elder McCoy had
uu¥ges'te to his mind the great diffi-
culty, if not utter impracticability of
doing any thing for the .civil or reli-

they roamed through the wilds as
hunters, or were driven from place to
place by the rapidly extending set-
tleme.nts of the whites, . Even at lis;
favorite station at Carey, where two'
years before he was a hundred miles
from the white settlements, he;began
to feel serious inconvenience from
their proximity, and his active and
deeply * solicitous mind, naturally

family, church and school, followed in!songht for some remedy for this for-

“Carey,” and here he continued to la-
bor, making-it the centre of his opera-
tions, untilhe removed to the West
}glijar‘ry out hi?p\l;n for cokonizing the
1ans west of Mi 1 rl
iy gt issouri and Arkan-
. Thislocation being about a hundred
miles beyond the white settlement, the
Indians were less exposed to the influ-
ence of bad white men, and the sel-
fishnes¥ of traders, and consequently
the mission generally, and particular-

teresting and promising appeArances,
From fifty to seventy Indir:alx)) children
were~generally in school; many of|
whom, subsequently, were hopefully
converted and became very useful to
the mission, some of whom have died
an honor to their profession, and some
yvelt\I live to ornament it,

0 one can; even partially, appreci-
ate the labors of Eldzr McCy)’y :llx)dghils
wife, who has not made himself tho-
roughly acquainted with the fact, that

g A
This station he named /midable obstacle to his success, and

the result of his investigations was
that the only hope of success, in an):
effort to civilize and evangelize the
aboriginal tribes rested upon the prac-
ticability of obtaining for thema tract
of country where they could be col-
onized, secure from the encroach-
ments of the whites, and be so located
as to render it possible for ministers

school-teachers and mechanical and
agricultural instructors to be usefully
located among them. /

This subject he made a matter of
earnest and prayerful investigation

and finally determined in his own mind
that the most eligible point for sucha
colony was in the territory immedi-
tely west of Missouri and Arkansas.
Having satisfied "his own mind as to
the feasibility, justice and necessity of
the measure, he lost no time in laying
the matter before the Board and the
Government of the United States. In
theywinter of 1823—4, during the ses-
sion of Congress, he visited Washing-

Al this mi : .
?v:n;?;sh::g:stfl effort, in a wx]dgl:n‘ess' ton, with special reference to this im-
el ft::t:t:;e of all facn}mes, portant measure, and, as the Board of
; 1 en years, almost|the Conventi . i
o )y onvention was’ then located
rely by his own energy and labor.|that city, he immediately laid his pl!::

In the winter of 18945, a most de-|before it,

Elder L. Rice, who was

lightful revival was enjoyed at the Ca-|then in the city, gave his entire influ-

rey sation, in whieh the white laborers|ence in favor of the

lan, and, after

about the establishment, and old and|several meetings, deliberating upon

~ Staughton and

giousimprovement of the Indians while .

THE INDIAN AD
objects which our departed _broth-
Rev. L. Rice to go withler so long prayed and labored to
Elder McCoy and lay the matter before effect, will yet be realized.

the subject, the Board -‘ppointéd Dr.

the President, Mr. Monroe; and the
Seesetary of War,‘ M. Calhoun.
Calhoun expressed, unhesitatingly,

full approbation of the matter, but still|Here Elde

the Board deferred any action for the|eight mon
Mr. McCoy, however, never mission and get up a school among the

resent.

ost sight of his important measure, Ottowa
ess its claims upon |effecte

but continued to

Congress and the ;
year to year, with untiring patience|ti

and perseverance, until 1830, when
the bill passed both Houses.
House of Representa
stood 102 to 97, and in the Senate 28
to 20. Elder McCoy being subse-
quently oppointed, by the Govern-
ment, to survey the colony and parti-
tion it off for the occupancy o
several tribes, lost no time in accom-(p

Executive, fromifal

T

{ﬂishing the work assigned him, andiisnow

aying a map of the whole before Con-
His labors,

gress and the Executive.
privations and sufferings,
and summer, in the prosecution o
arduous service, connected with his
former exposures an
missionary, seems almost mor
any one man could endure.

roads which these severe labors and|to state,
ution, |to, the management of matters at the

Thomas station, after it passed out of
the hands of Mr. McCoy, which ought

exposures made upon his constit
followed him to his grave.

‘We have not time to go into fur-
ther details of his various efforts,
through Congress and the War De-
partment, to perfect his plan for thel
colonigation of ‘the Indiams: it is!
enough to say that the plan was en-|
tirely his own, and whatever has been
done in it by the government, was‘
wholly owing to his untiring vigilance|
in attending to it, and the wise and
prudent manner in which he pressed
it upon the attention of Congress and
the officers of government. The plan,
however, has not been as yet, perfect-

ly carried out, and the tribes in the
Territory are not yet secured in the
undisturbed possession of their lands:
we hope, neverthe
will perfect their title,

The in-|perous circumstances.

less that Congress|lent arrange
and that the 'the Indians, would require

VOCATE. - G

Besides the Carey station,a station

Mr.|was established on Grand river, in the
his|vear 1826, called Thomaus station. i

McCoy resided for about
z;m, in order to establish the

Indians at that place ; having
these objects he removed »
mily to Carey again, and left the sta-

on at Thomas in the hands of others.

It was at this station where Elder

In the[McCoy secured to_the Board of Mis-
tives the vote|sions 160 acres of land, embracing the
mission improvements, and the water
advantages of the falls of Grand river,
which was estimated at one time; to
be worth $ 100,000, but which, through
{ the|their neglect, they have suffered to

ass so far beyond their reach that it
doubtful whether they will ever

ealize any thing from it. This pro-

perty was secured to the Board for
in winter|the religious and civil improvement
f this|of the Indians.

When Elder McCoy left Michigan

d sufferings as a|for the West, the stations at Carey
e than and Thomas were in moderately pros-

We torbear
here, some things in relation

to be known to the public, but we for-
bear to speak of them now, becausc
we think that if they are to be made
known, another time and another o¢-
casion would be more suitable.

In the spring of 1529 Eld. McCoy
after an absence of ten and a hall
months from his family, met them at
Lexington, Ky., and proceeded umme-
diately with them to the West, and
entered more fully upon his great work
of colonizing the Indians, with special
reference to their civil and religious
improvement. To enter into even a
partial account of all his labors m the
prosecution of this and other benevo
ments for the heneit ol






