BAPTIST HISTORICAL

SOU"\:HBERR%Y AND ARCHIVES

Koinonia Farm, Americus, Gae Aug. 18, 1956

In this lettor we will give you a report on cvents leading up to the prosent
situation ot Koinoniae As is well knovm throughout the South, there has beoon a
severc reaction to the Suprome Courtt!s ruling on sogregation in public schoolse
This reaction has crystallized in the formation of Vhite Citizons! and Statos! Rights
Councils, whose objoctive is to maintain sezregation by any means short of violonces
On the other hand, there is a wide=spread dosire among many white poople for justico,
brotherhood and democracy, and Negroes are coming into a new scnsc of dignity and
powers The clash of those two opposing forces havoe charged the atmospherc with ton-

- sione The middle of tho road is ropidly discppoorings It is o time of soulmscarche

ing decision for many pcoplce

THE SPARK===For moarly 14 yccrs Koinomin has sought to maintain a witmoss to Christe-
ion brothorhood inro powder=keg situatione There have been many ups and downs and
difficult situations, but sooner or later things cascd offe About four months ago
Claronco Jordan wos asked to sign applicntions of two Nogro students who wished to
cnroll in tho Go. Business Collogo (whito)s (The applications required tho signo-
turos of two alunni of the University syston, and Clorciace &s an alumnus of the

Us of Gas) Accompanicd by Horry Atkinson from Koinonia, Claronce went to Atlanta to
interview tho students and to talk with professors at Morchousc Colloge gnd other
interestod porsons. IHo found thet the students wore not secking to meko a test casc,
but cctunlly wonted the training which they could not got anywhere olgo in Atlonto.
Claronco and Harry thon suggested to tho studonts that instocd of gotting in line,

os they had plenncd, with the whito studcants and sccling to register, that thoy first
tolk the metter over with the prosident of the Collego and sco if ho could moke some
suggestion mws to how they might got the sciie or cqual eoursess. To this they agreod,
so Clorence nado an appointment with Presidont Sparks for the next morninge Dr. San
Willionms, profcssor of Philosophy ot Morohousec, and Rove Jin Weldon, pastor of Ook
Grove Mcthodist Church in Atlantc, cnd also an clwanus of the Ue of Goe, wont with
Clarenco and the students to tallt with tho prosident.

The group was rcecoived vory graciously and found tho president quite in sympathy
with tho problom. Ho ccllod in the registrar to sec if something could boe done about
cnrolling tho studoents, but the registror said that tho cpplications must be signed
by two alumni of that particular institution, not the Us of Go. (Up to this point
Clercnce hod not signed the applications and becauso he now wes disqualifiod, he
nevor did sign them though the nowspapors rcported his doing soe.) Prosidont Sparks
secmed te sense that the signoture rcquireoment wos o tochnicnl dodge, and suggestod
that we pursue the matter furthor by toking it up with the czocutive scerctory of
the Boord of Rogonitse He then called the Sccrctury ond modo an irmecdiate appoint-
ment for use

Horo again wo wore very lindly roceived. But tho Secrctary told us it wos
o big problenm, and asked thot weo give him a fow deys to thinl: it over. This was
agroed upon, and ho thanked us very profuscly for the Christian spirit in which we
hod comee Ho wos vwicll awarc thot ho could have hod o situction on his hands sinilar
to that when liss Lucy sought enrollmont ot the Ues of Alabona.

Eerry and Clarencc thon rcturncd to Amcricus, to find that Gove Griffin had
already called up the sheriff dovm hore to find out about "this Jordan fcllow" and
what he was up tos The Ancriucs Timecs=Rocordcr hnd hecd-lincs to the effcet that
an Ancriucs man, rcsident of Koinonie Form, hed sisnod applications of Negroes to
Goe Business Collegce This got everybody ¢ littlc bit cxcitede Clarcnce begon ro-

ceiving thro”toa1ng nnonymous phone ctlls.

A fow days laoter, the first insurcnec ccncollation come throughs Lotor cll
insurcnce was cancelleds Rotail morchonts, who had beon hoandling our eggs for yoars,
began dropping us. Proctically all of our attroctivo, hand-mcde highvey signs, cdver-
tising our Roadside Merlwet, worc pulled up and brokens ‘e fixod then cnd put then
back upe Thoy wero pullod dowm cgaines Vie put thon back upe This continucd until
last week whon they not only tool them up but heuled them offe So tomporarily,
thoytve wone

Pistol shots wore fired into the Roadsido Market, located on U.S. 19, cbout
4 niles fronm the moin farn, which is on Goe 49 Shots worc also, fired into the
comrmnitye. No onc hns boeen hite

THE INJUNCTION==-~For a nuwmber of ycars Koinonia hos conducted oaoch swmor a
Vacation Bible School which wos attonded largely by Negro childrens Last yeor it
wes decided to try somcthing morce intonsive, so o swmer cenp for children 8-12
wos holde Though the facilities werc quite inadoquato, the comp wos vory succosse
ful, with about 30 childron of both races attonding.



This yeor wo spent sovorsl thousand dollers oxpanding and improving the
focilitiese Tho copp wes booked to capecity with an enrollnont of 36. Last minute
preparctions woro being nade to got onerything in rcadinesse Then on Junc 9, &
fow days before camp wis to opon, wa were sorved with o court injunction rostraining
us from hoving the camps Tho injunction was brought by the County Health Department |
on "health and sanitation" groundse A hoaring was sot for July 2. L
, s
Mconwhile tho County Health Engincer mnde a completo inspcction of both the oamp
and the farme He did not find such things as tho injunction mentioncd, and made only %
ninor recormondations, which woe irmediately carried out. :
¢
At the July 2 hearing thorc were obviously no grounds for tho continuation of
the injunction, but the County Attorney askod that tho hearing be post=poned until
July 19 bocause he "hod not had time to propars tho casece" In tho meantime, tho canp
had boen transforrod to the Highlander Polk School ot Monteagle, Tomne., where it
opcned on schodules

Beforo the July 19 hoaring, we wore scrvoed with another potition signod by
four citizens who cskod the court that they be nllowed to join the county in pro-
sccuting the case beeausc tho compe would be Yo dotriment to the morels of the chile
drone" Thoso citizons omployed a powerful Amcricus low firn to reprosent thome

On July 19 we cppoarcd in court widh no lawyor (we hnd been uncble to socuro
local counscl). Tho court room wos pae¥od. Tho judge looked over tho situation and
decided that it would bo a "wranglo bedweon the Gospel and the law" (his words)e He
thercforo drdercd anothor postponemont &nd told both sidos to arguc their casc by
"bPicf and affidavit", which moans thot 4t nust be writton out ond submittod to hin
privatoly and thon he will rule on ite Tho dato sct for gotting this material to him .
is Septe 20+ By then tho swmer will be over and phoe purpose of the injunction '
acconplishod, no matter who winse

Wa would bc quite willing to drep it thoro, but the County Attorney says he
thinks the injunction applics to Koingmla's opon door policy of having anyone visit -
us ot any timo. Becauso this involves a doop principlom=the right of £reo citizons
to have guosts in thoir homose=we hove decided to cmploy a lawyer to help us fight
this throughe 4 well=knowm, courageous Atlonte attorncy has agroed to come to our
oide Ve arc confidont the cosc con boetedi,

On July 23 our Rocdsido Market wo
writton.

1ited, cbout which wa have alroady

An airplonc compony recontly ro dust our cotton for bollwecevil when
thoy discovored thot it was on "thet forme"

A local fortilizor company informed us thet they would not sell to usse

The cuto dealer, with whom wetve done business-over the ycars and who did
practically all our ropair work, said he wontod our busineoss no longors

Several days ago Stote Farm Insurance Company cancclled cll of our cuto
insurcnce (six policios covering licbility, collision, firc, thoft, ctc.) Moanwhile
an Atlante insuraencce firm is sccking to lsop our proporty covorod and will help us
got cuto insurance.

A number of loccl ministers and leading leymon hove come to us "by night" and
assured us of their loving concorne In onoe church, aftor a Sundey School lesson on
tho persccution of carly Christians, o motion wos mede to take up an offering to

__holp Koinonia repoir its dynamited moerkcte This too, caused an oxplosions =

An omezing numbor of local pooplc have gono out of their wny to be fricndly
and to let us know thot though they moy not be able to agroe with us, noithor can
they agroc with the mcthods being uscd against use The local ncwspapor has been
surprisingly neutrel and imparticle Tho situation is by no means oll darlness.

The Gospel is lying hoavily upon the hcarts of many pcople in this county. Ve
belicve that in time they will rospond and join with o mighty “Thus said the LORD."
Victory nay be closcr than wo thinke

Spoce prevents our giving more detoils of the physicel, logal and cconomic
pressures which arc boing cppliod to use But we cannot close without thanking the
mony frionds throughout the South ond Notion who have rallied around us with thoir
spiritual, noral and finoncinl holps You have greatly encouragod and strongthened
use Ve shcll sook to be truc to you who love us cnd to Him who has cgzlod us and to
the pcoplo who nisundorstond use Regordless of whot happons to us, moy our witness
be clear ond truc, and may our hoardbs 6 from all moalice and completely f£illed
with love and conpassion.

--wfrom oll of us ot Koinonin
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