


The gas and oil situation remains criticals. No distributor in Americus or
Sumter County will supply use The usc of large quantities of it during harvest in
our trucks, tractors and combincs makes this pose quite a probleme At prescnt wc're
gotting it by "air-1ift" in 5 or 50 gal. cans and drums. The machines arc rolling.

Yosterday, another feed dealor, after supplying us for a whilc, out us off.
"Nothing porsonal, understand. It's strictly busincss wi th me. I can't afford to
losc my customors." %o askcd how many had put the pressure on him. "None, so far.
But I'm sure they wille" Vo asked if he worc o Christian. "Yos, & Baptist. I admit
I don't do a very good job of following Him, but that's not the point horc. I just
can't losc business«" He was reminded that Christians in the past had becn called
upon to lose not only busincss but their lives. "Yes, I've rocad about that."

The cconomic blockagd is now virtually completec. How long it will stand, and
how long we can stand, is in God's hands.

You've been asking about our childrene (Margucrite Butler, our kindergarten
teachor was rovieowing hor class on the story of crcations. "Now who was the first
man?"  "Adam", piped a small voicc. "And who was tho first woman?" she asked. Came
o. sccond woc voicc: "Madami" . N
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Morc scriously, it has bocome noccessary this wock to‘cvecudbe our first Koinonie
child. Hc is 13, in tho 10th grade, end the only ond from Koinonia attending the
local high school. On the bus and betwoon classcs the oldeor boys beat him and harrass=
ed him in countless wayse Thc Bruderhof community, Forcst River, in North Dakota,
invited him to come up thorc to go To schools He left Friday night, Sept. 21, aftor
a party cclobrating his 14th birthdaye. The dozen or so Koinonie children in grammer
school scem to be faring protty well at presentse Therc arc cnough of them to lend
moral support to onc another.

“And cditorial concorning Koinonia Farm in the Aug. 23 issuc of THE CHRISTIAN
CENTURY brought many favorablc lctters from all parts of the continent. Many scnt
gifts which, coupled with those from Sther Sources, have completcly coverod the §$3,000
damage causcd by tho dynamiting of the roadside markcte There was also an article in
“the Secpte 17 issuc of TIME. Accounts have also boen run in THE NATION, THE PROGRESS=-
IVEgy FELLOWSHIP, and othcr publications,

One question which kecps rumning through the flood of letters is: "What coan I
do to help?" Tho cagernoss of pcoplc to sharc the burdon with us haes touched us
decply and filled us with great hopce It has brought us joy and encouragement. How®
over, we do not wish all of this good will to rcmain mcrc scntiment. In our noxt
lottor we would like to doal morc specifically with the answer to the question of
what onc may do to helpe

In onc letter we mentioncd that State Farm had cancelled six automobile and
truck policics. Some of you wroto to State Farm and protested. The company replicd
that the cancellations werc duc to Koinonia Farm's high loss ratio resulting from
young drivers and clear=-cut ncgligences This is not the truthe At thoe timo of cen=
ccllation, the roason given to us was that in the event of bodily injury involving
onc of our vchicles, it would be impossible to get a fair trial by jury and this
would subjcct the compeny to unusual risk, which they did not wish to take.

Just o fow porsonal words. Harry Atkinson is rccovering nicoly from an operation
on his back for o slipped disce It came out of place when he was 1lifting onc of our
big watcrmclons end had to be romoved. Suc Angry is up again after the birth of a
—son, James Edward; to her and Rufus, their scventhe Norm Longtsmothor; dnd;, brother -
and fricnd visited for scveral deys rccently, and Margucrito Recced Butler's parcnts are
herec nows The Peacc-makers Continuavions Committco met at Koinonia the weck-cnd of
Sept. 14-16. Elcanor Jordan roturns this wock to tho Ue of Gas, whorc shc'll be a
junior. Conrad Brovmec was rccently eleceted the alumnus of the ycar at Chicago Divinity
School. Chris and Jencttc Droscher huve gonce to tho Tlest Coast to contect fricnds,
and to liquidatc somc proporty they held beforc joining Koinoniae Thoe Wiktkompors
and VWebsters recently attonded the cimual confoeronce of the Fellowship of Intontional
Communitiose All of us send warm groctings to all of yous

The Koinonia
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