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Koinonia Farm, Americus, Georgia Nashville, Tennessee .+ ober 18, 1956

"Please let me mowr if there is anything I can do," Hundreds of you have said that
in your heart-warming letters, Inowing that it was no idle gesture bub a sincerc of-
fer of help, /¢ have had a sense of security and pover and a determination to hold
on, Certainly throush your love we have felt His everlasting arms. Perhaps it is
through people like you that God reaches out 1ith His strength and might,

Many of you have put your love into deeds and made it real by sending gifts to help
%,n the emergency. As i:e reported in our last letter, you have completely restered
he amit€ gamape done to our market, Ve have had considerable extra expense due
to other rcasons, such as moving thc camp to Tenncsseoé hauling goods because of the

. tt, and devoting much time to fighting the legal battle and to increased office
]”3‘8}{&? This has put us in the holcy ’o%’o hege aga:'mgyou have kept it from being over

our hcadse

Were e content mercly to hold the fort, it would not be nccessary now to let you
Imowr if there is anything jou can do, e fccl decply, howecvery that it is Godls will
not only that we stay here, but that e move forwvards In times of derlmess, the = -
1light must shinc ith cver=incrcasing intensitys It is God's great compulsion,

His compulsion is not only upon thosc of us at Koinoniaj it is unon thc children of
Light cveryihere. As partners in the common struggle, "¢ thercfore call upon you to:

(1) Look about you, Is your family, your church, your community frece from pre-
judice, greed, injusticc, the war spirit? If not, you can help us tromendously by
bringing the spirit of the Christ to bear upon yow situation, Perhaps soucday there
11l be a Koinonia in your commuity, fill the rcaetion be diffcrent from that of
south Georgla? -

(2) Join us, Ve desperately nced meon and women - familics - to help us live the
brotherly life and to bear testimony to Godls love, truth and justicces God is call-
ing such pcople togethicre Apart from cach other tec arc oftcn pouerless; our lives
appcar futilcj our itncss almost cbscurcd, God has made us for fclloiship, for life
in a fellorship, in a brotherhood of belicvers, The world simply has no match for
the humble togctherncess of the Christt's followerse “c invite you, e urge you, to
consider this sray of lifc for yoursclf,.. ¢ shall bc very happy to corrcspond further
with any of you @bout ite Dlcasc do not come without first wariting, (Tt may be good
to remind you that Xoinonia is only a part of a orld=:idc movement toiard ¢hurche
communitys For thosc of you ~tho arc far rcmoved,from Koinonia, it may be morc con-
venicnt to contact a community ncarcr bye ‘o can supply you irith addresscs of both
home end forcigh groups if you desire them,)

(3) ‘ork 1ith use If you arc undccided at the moment about joining such a movce
ment, perhaps you can comc for a fow days, iiccls or months as helperses ¢ can usc
carpenters, painters, doctors, dentists, brickelaycrs, day laoborcrs and general farm
workerss in fact, almost any !zind of 14lling hands can ba put to productive labor,
Ylc cspeeially nced some help putting up buildingse 'hile herc, all your nccds--food,
clothing, lodging, ctce--ill bc providcd by thc Koinonia on thc samc basis as it
providcs for its rcgular mumberse ‘¢ pay no agese Again, contact us before coming,
beoausc spacc is limitode

(L) Lake rcgular gifts, © wrgently nced tiio morc houscs, Familics arc waiting
to eomey but e have novhere to put them, ¢ have the 1111 and the slill to build,
but not the matcrials, For 32000 tic can creet a comfortable, durable housc to take
carc of onc familye, If you have cver scen some of the shaclis in vhich legro tcnants
live in South Georgia, you won!t hesitate to give sacrificially and gencrously, Other
things also precss upon use “‘c scem to have been throun into the midst of the world!s
grecat anguish and its "rong, For cxamplcy yesterday a fine young icgroy, Johnny Hee—-
cbout 30, vhom re have knovn for scveral years, dropped in,

- "I want to ask you about the 1aty™ “he aoid, =

Mlhatts your trouble?th .

] Mliclly, all this ycar T been <orkin for vy Billy em——m, T -ork hard, tooe Drive
his tractor, chop cotton, pick pconutse Ic pay me $12 a weclk straight timce I got a
wife and three chillun, and ¢ squeeze by 311 my vwife had 'other beby, She had a
heap of trouble and had to go to the hosnitale ihen she got out I oed $167. lire
Billy wrouldn!t advance me no moncy, so I promised to pay thom 5 o weck out of my $124
T donc paid it doim to $63 now and as going to finish it up from my S5-acre peanut
pateh Lirs Billy let me work on thesides Last -icclz we threshed them neanuts and look
;Liicc wie got bout 2 tons, He loaded them on the truck srith his and tool: them to toum,
l:hon he got be.cl.: he s2id my pecanuts wnsntt much good and didntt bring nothing ruch,
tg I‘oﬂg%f 1:11<:‘d103§-’§1;i lacflzbi;;Sh‘m.c_x:kin ‘spcnsos ond payin upe I told him I was gonna have

! and g ne o job mmevhere clsc so T could pay up my hospital bill, causc I
E;_ouldn’t live on $7 a ieck v"ith “inter comin one Den he said T co uldntt move till
I paid him his moncy, couldn!t git a stick of my furniturc out of the housc, Tt 211
belongs to my <ife and he aintt got no mortgage on ity I -vant to ask you can I go to
the law and make Mre Billy let me have my furniturc? He oven got 211 our clothes copt
these e got ong"


paid.it

s

"Yos, perhaps you could go to court," we said, "but you have no records and he
has nonce It would be your word over against his, end he's white and youlrc blacke"

"Yos sir," he said, his voice heavye "I understand thate"

There was obviously but cne solution = to pay lMre Billy the $54, which we did.
Moybe you want to help with the hospitel bill, for Jolmny hos another onc coming up
soon when his wife rebturns for an operations

THIS IS NO ISOLATED CASE. SLAVERY HAS NOT DEEI ABOLISHED. Yet it is also true,
thank God, that not all farmers in this scotion are "ire Billys".

Anothor exomples A brillisnt studont, o sonior in a Georgla University, has
taken a wvory strong stond on the race quostione Shet!s of the calibre our state ncedse
Now hor home lifc is throatencds Without support from her paronts she cantt afford
hor last two quartorse But she muste It will teko about $600s Ve hovo alrcady sont
the first instalment, and have cssured hor that vwofll sco hor throughe If there aro
othors, would you like to know about them?

(5) ILoon to use Bach yoar we borroir 12 to 16 thousand dollars for sccd, food,
fertilizer, machincry, otce, tnd pay 8/ interost on ite Anything under this rato
would be a saving for us cnd cquivaleont to a gift from yous (For crodit roforcncesy
you may contact tho Citizcns Bank, Amcricus, Goorgia, vith whom wolve donc busincss
for 14 ycarse)

(6) Buy from use If you arc traveling UsS. higlmmay 19 to Florida, stop at our
Roadside Market, %-miles South of Americus on the East side of the highways Signs
advertising it have been repcatodly torn downy so you'll have to be on the look=out
for the Market itselfs It is open from 10 aeme to 6 peme You.might also wish to
~order from us by mail unloss the postage runs it up too high for yous ‘le gssure you
our products aro of the highest quality, and as low as we can makc them consistent
with that quality. Somc things you might be interosted in arc ¢ homc cured country
ham, 73% 1bes hickory smoked slab bacon, 45% 1bos smokcd country sausage 59% lbe;
home=madec pcanut butter, 58%'lb.; stonc=ground whole corn meal (yellow or white), Q%;
stone ground wholc wheat flour, lQ[; Haw poanuts in the sholl, 25&; rew peanuts
sholled, SLK roasted sholled pcanuts, salted, unblcached, 35%. It's too carly yot to
say what the pricc of pecans will be, but wefll have paporsholls for around 50£ and s
small oncs for about 55%. (Actually the”small oncs have a botter flavor but somctimos
arc hardor to cracke) Wo'll have curcd, hickory-smolzed turkoys, fat hons, and beef

~tengucse Tho pricos on thoso items fluctuato, and wo can't quote them definitely,
but thoy shouln't run as high as country hoame Oh yes, popcorn, 15% 1bs These prices
do not includc postagce tould somc of yeu mind checking thesc pricos, plus postage,
and scc how they comparc with prices you have to pay at your local markct? We do not
want you to buy from us unless wo can deliver goods to you at a favorablo priccs

(7) Call on use e want to offcr ocursclves to you to be of scrvice in any vay
we cane Should you be travelling in this arca, plcasc consider our homec yourse Sond
to us foroighn students or others who might be travelling end wish ovor-night (or
longer) lodginge Ve can accopt a limitcd number of invitations for spocking cngoage=
monts with groups intercsted in this Way of Lifce For any help we might rcendor, call
Ol USe R

(8) Pray for uss The oxporicnces of the past fow months have taught us how
littlo strength we have on our owm and how much we nocd God'!s Spirit to crcate in us
the right mind, the loving hcart, the forgiving attitudec. Ve know that tho struggle
is by no mcans ovori that God can usc us only as we becoome incrcasingly surrcndored to
s wille From our hoorts we ask you to pray for uss and not for us only, but also
for thosc who sct themsclves against God's truth, God¥s 1lifc, and God¥s lovoe Therc
is no hoart which can ultimatoly rosist the divino invesion of lovoe

-~ ~In tho light of the swmcr's difficultics, it has sccmed wisc to us not to have
our intorracial childron's comp here noxt summcr but to have it again in cooporation
with Highlandor Folk School in Montcaglo, Tomncssccs Possibly we con use the eamp
facilitics hore for some Kind of adult fellowship programs “:ould you be intctested
in coming for a weck for morc of intemso Bible study, ctes for scveral hours cach dey
wnd thon ve rking with us on the farm ond in the ficlds soveral hours, togethor v th
somc relaxing rccroation? Lot us hear from yous Tolll sce vhat we can work outs

In the next lottor we'll give you morc newse Poacc to you alle

~==from all of us at Koinonia
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