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Have, you. ever tried to write thousands of people at the. tame, time.? If to, 
yoa know how difficult It is to write a Kotnonia Newsletter! We wish time per­
mitted a personal tetter to each of our "partners" around the world. But you 
know how that ti!

We do appreciate the letters you write to ui. In this buiy beacon, going 
to the mait box ti tike opentng the front door to greet a hundred old friends and 
many new onei. What an experience! And it happen here every day . . . excejpt 
Sunday.

Sunday ti another story.

That'6 the day the whtte churches tell you to come to church 'cane you're 
wetcome, but if you do come and atn't whtte, you ain't wetcome. Thti ti "under­
stood" tn potite Christian society around here, but ti never openty spoken or 
written about. I'll tell you a tattle story to illustrate.

Thts summer a group of college 
students were at the farm to erect 
equipment tn a park and playground 
far the new housing development 
( a "partner" faom New Jersey don­
ated $3,000 far purchasing the 
equipment.) In the group was a young 
white boy - Von Chappell - who had 
been raised In the Congo as the child 
of Methodist mtislonarlei. He came 
to Kotnonia to help with the play­
ground project, befare journeying on 
to California where he was to star! 
his college career. Vuning his stay 
with us he decided to make contact, 
with the local Methodists. According­
ly, he went tn to church one Sunday 
morning, but unfortunately made the

mistake of taking with him some of his friends among whom was a Puerto Rican 
.fellow and a Negro boy. The hospitality committee barred their entry.

Von was upset.

Since the Methodists had sent his folks to tell blacks in Africa about Christ, 
he didn't understand why the church In his own country wouldn't want to tell blacks 
here about Christ. He stayed to talk weth the pastor. Among other things, the . 
pastor told Von he ought to cut his hair (his hair was probably 2" longer than a
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militaAy cut) and get a decent shiAt. ( Don was weaAing a. Congolese dA.ess shiAt - 
woAn on special, occasions tn the Congo.) Don took note ofc the suggestions and 
promptly AetuAned to Koinonia wheAe Linda. FulleA ( the local baAbeA!) cut his haiA. 
DuAing the week, Don went back to see the pastoA, pAopeAly clipped and shaven and 
weaAing an AmeAican tie and shiAt. The pastoA dicin' t mention the now took but did 
obseAve that Don stilt wouldn't be welcome unless he shed his black fcAiends. Don 
balked at this because he said basic ChAistian pAinciptes weAe at stake. The pas­
toA told Don that he peASonally AegAetted the "closed doo a" policy ofc the chuAch 
but that he was not going to buck the policy. At this, point, Don Aequested an 
oppoAtunity to meet with the young people ofc the chuAch in oAdeA to discuss the 
ChAistian issues involved. He pAomised to come alone to the meeting, pAopeAly 
dAessed and without black fcAiends. The pastoA said he would take the matteA up 
with the pAopeA ofcfcicials. Two days lateA Don was infcoAjmed that he would not be 
welcome at a youth meeting because the chuAch leadeAS weAe afcAiad ofc the ideas he 
might pAesent and that he also might cause fcAiction and disunity.

First Methodist - YOU are NOT welcome

TheAe's moAe to this stoAy — 
Ladon Sheats, [mentioned in ClaAence 
JoAdan's letteA) took it up with 
Methodist ofcfcicials in New VoAk and 
Atlanta. Ladon was invited to chuAch 
by the pastoA on his next visit to 
AmeAicus and when Ladon said he might 
accept, a local judge called back to 
ask that he not accept the invita­
tion . . . ClaAence Jo Adan, MillaAd 
FulleA, and Ladon Sheats met with the 
boaAd ofc the chuAch ... a gAoup 
fcAom Koinonia made anotheA attempt to 
attend chuAch and weAe tuAned away - 
yes, theAe's moAe, but you get the 
sad pictuAe. And the saddest paAt 
ofc all is that this hypocAacy is not 
limited to The FiASt Methodist ChuAch

ofc AmeAicus, GeoAgia. It is not limited to AmeAicus. It is not limited to GeoAgia! 
But we who love justice and abhoA The ungodly, especially the ungodly ctoThed in the 
tAaditional gaAb ofc Aighteousness, must not be weaAy, we must not fcaint. We must 
continue to pAay, to woAk and to witness fcoA bAotheAhood and fcoA Aighteousness.

We wAote you in The SummeA NewsletteA about the aAAest ofc MillaAd and Linda 
FulleA and theiA Two-yeaA-old daughteA, Faith, in Unadilla, GeoAgia, fcoA "visit­
ing with NiggeAS" in violation ofc a city oAdinance. AfcteA TheiA Aelease fcAom the 
local police station wiTh a waAning to leave town because "we can't be Aesponsible 
fcoA youA safcety," MillaAd phoned LoAAaine DeGilio at Koinonia to have heA phone 
the FBI and ask them to come to Unadilla. They told LoaI that they could not get 
involved since no actual violence had been committed. In June, Two months afcteA 
The aAAest, THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION leaAned about it and WAote a fcAont-page. 
aAticle on The incident. A fcew days lateA, the FBI sought out the FulleAS in a 
Aemote NoAth Dakota village, wheAe they weAe on a combination vacation and speaking 
touA, and questioned them fcoA ThAee. houAS. TheoAetically, the case is now in'the
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hands o^ Mn. Jennis Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, 
Ve.paJitme.nt o^ Justice., Washington, D.C. Some, o^ you mag want to encourage 
Ml. Leonard to act on this matter..

The Matzes are coming back! In the Summer. News tetter we told you about 
Willard and Henrietta Matz. They were helve ^or three months In the Spring doing 
volunteer wonk ^or LAOS. Willard Is a retired agriculture teacher and Henrietta 
Is a retired home economics teacher, (pom Attica., Ohio. White here, Willard 
erected a tractor shop ^or the {pruning program, and Henrietta helped in the 
o^^ice. They one. coming back In November, to join the Kolnonla family. Willard 
wit! be helping make cabinets In the new houses In the Kolnonla Partners housing 
development. Henrietta wilt again wonk in the o^ice.

' Several other new people have come 
to Kolnonla within recent months. Casio 1 
Boink, who worked with Colloquy magazine 
In Philadelphia, Is ^rom Boston. She Is 
helping prepare news releases, magazine 
articles, and other written material £00 
the communications phase 0^ Kolnonla 
Partners.

George Maendet and Nelson Prey are 
doing Iwo yeans vo tun tony s envies at 
Kolnonla as their alternative senvlce to 
the dra^t. They one wonking unden the 
Eastern Mennonite Bo and. Nelson is ^rom 
Pennsylvania and Geonge halts ^rom Nonth 

“Dakota. Both young men one tnemendous 
assets to oun pnognam. Nelson Is an 
accomplished canpenten so he has been 
busy wonking In the new office [now 
complete} and with the housing pnoject. 
Geonge has been helping combine peanuts 
and conn.

Playground in Housing Project

Lena Ho^er is a young Canadian 
woman who was noised In a Huttenlte 
Christian Colony in Manitoba. She Is now 
attending school at Sumter High in Amer­
Icus. [She, Lennie Jordan and Danny Wltt- 
kamper one. still the only whites In Sumter 
High.} In hen. spane time, Lena paints everything in sight. She was in charge 0^ 
painting and vannishlng the new office. She is also doing some 0^ the painting 
In the new houses.

Ariel McCloskey and hen. 19-month-old-son, Ivan, annlved ^rom New Jensey in 
September. Ariel, recently widowed by the untimely death 0^ her husband, is a 
talented wnlter who is now researching a pnospeetive book. fan. Kolnonla to publish.

Joseph Johnson and At look had a good yean, with theln. agricultural pnognam. 
They combined 87 tons 0^ peanuts ^rom 87 acres. In case you don't know, that's 
pretty good - - - and makes a tot 0^ peanut butter! We still have a ^ew peanuts
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on hand [moht wene told flight, inom the. iieZd]. li you'd tike, home, we'ZZ hhip 
them oat ion. 30$ a pound, pZuh actuaZ ineight changes. The. conn estop was, good 
too but not at> good ah the. peanuth. We won't bnag about that!

Lennie and Thomah one. beginning to iced thein. 97 hteenh ion. hate Zaten. tn 
She winten.. Thein, pasitnenhhip ventune Zookh gneat ho ion..

CZansm.ee hah been ehiei "advihon." to aZZ the ianming pantnenh, ho many dayh 
we've been him iZat on hih back with gneahe dstipping in luh iaee whiZe he ’’adviheh' 
about a bn.ok.en chain on the conn combine. [Kind oi nemindh uh oi the Amenican 
"advihonh" in Vietnam.] When he ihn't unden. a combine, CZastence hah been tstanh- 
Zating the n.eht oi the Mew Tehtament. LUKE-ACTS ih juht oH the pnehh and can now 
be ostdened aiong with, the new second JUDAS. Both oi thehe new pubZicationh aste 
Zihted in the pnice Ziht.

Joseph Johnson combining peanuts

Thene'h mone newh. But thih 
ih enough ion. now. Rememben. to get 
youn. holiday onden. ion. pecan pnoducth 
in eanZy thih yean.. Thene'h a big 
estop thih heahon and the on.denh aste 
heavy. We don't want you to be Zeit 
out!

Wasim gneetingh inom aZZ oi uh 
at Koinonia.

CZansm.ee
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A PERSONAL LETTER PROM CLARENCE JORDAN TO FRIENDS OF KOINONIA:

When I wrote to you a year ago, I told you that Koincnia Farm had come to the 
end of an era and that we were dreaming of a new venture called Koincnia Partners. 
We felt that the new program offered at least a few practical answers to seme of 
mankind’s most pressing and perplexing problems.

Now I want to share with you how the vision, even though far from fulfillment, 
is slowly becoming reality, and what our hopes are for the coming year.

The old charter was totally inadequate to turn our vision into action, so it 
has been amended to bring our legal structure in line with the new work. Koinonia 
Partners is now a non-profit organization qualified for tax-exempt status. Appro­
priate forms have been filed with the IRS to have us declared such an organization. 
A ruling is expected soon. Koinonia Partners will be governed by a board of direc­
tors consisting of three to seven members. The present directors are Ladon Sheats 
of New York, Dallas Lee of Atlanta, and Thcmas Boone of Jackson, Mississippi. These 
men are faithful disciples of Jesus Christ who love God and their fellow man. They 
are aware of their great responsibility and have accepted it with humility. The 
administration of affairs here is in the hands of Millard Fuller, about whom I told 
you in my previous letter.

During this first year we have sought out dedicated people to share the dream 
and to be our partners. Materialism, competitiveness and self-interest are so deeply 
entrenched in our culture that they have almost exterminated the spirit of partnership 
and sharing. But people with this spirit have been coming. Many more are needed but 
we have faith that, in time, they will came. The breed is not yet extinct.

Perhaps our greatest concern during this first year was whether or not the idea 
would strike fire in the hearts of people throughout the world. Was it truly of God? 
Had its hour come? Did it make sense to a searching generation? Or would a mere 
handful dance in its light?

These questions have not been fully answered, but sincere people from Califor­
nia to the Carolinas, from Africa to Australia, have joined the circle of partnership. 
Many have participated with their sustained prayers and good will; with generous gifts 
and non-interest loans; with time, talents, and wise counsel. A few have answered the 
call to radical discipleship by drastically altering their life-styles to align with 
the teachings of Jesus.

In previous newsletters we informed you about the progress of Koinonia Partners ’ 
three major thrusts: communicating the revolutionary Gospel of Jesus, intensive 
instruction in discipleship, and the practical application of Jesus’ teachings to 
human need. But because Christians generally have been more noted for their talk 
than their action, we feel a particular need for application, which expresses itself 
at present in Partnership farming, industries, and housing. The needs in this area 
are vast and immediate. Today is the day.
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To provide interest-free capital for these enterprises, we established a 
FUND FOR HUMANITY. To date, more than $100,000 in gifts and non—interest loans 
has cone into the Fund. While this is encouraging, it is a long way from Isaiah’s 
hope that "every valley (the poor) shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
(the rich) shall be brought low." Instead of filling a valley, it is barely enough 
to fill a chuck-hole. One partnership farm requires more than $100,000. The forty- 
two houses we hope to build for displaced rural families who might otherwise be 
forced into urban ghettos, will cost about $300,000 to complete. This may sound 
like a lot of money, but I know of a church that recently spent $75,000 just to 
renovate .its pipe organ. (Enough to woo the most discriminating of celestial 
beings who might be addicted to organ music!) I know of another church that spent 
$25,000 to install a huge fountain on its lawn, justified no doubt by the fact that 
Baptists need a lot of water. The cost of any one of several sanctuaries in Americus, 
Georgia, exceeds the total cost of all forty-two partnership houses. In fact, I be­
lieve that a sum of money equal to that invested in ecclesiastical real estate in 
this county would more than abolish its sub-standard housing. Perhaps it is easier 
to put a roof over the head of God, whom we have not seen, than over the head of our 
brothers, whan we have seen.

It is my hope that during the coming year we can complete at least twenty 
partnership houses at a cost of $130,000 to $140,000. (As you know these are modern, 
attractive 3 and 4 bedroom concrete houses which presently cost $6,500 each to build. 
The family pays slightly over $25 a month for twenty years with no interest charge. 
IWo houses are already conplete. A third is under construction and others are in 
the planning stage.)

When my wife and I were in South Africa last spring, we visited Kruger National 
Park, a vast expanse of 8,000 square miles (5,120,000 acres), which has been reserved 
for giraffes, elephants, lions, zebras, impalas, and other wild animals. If such a 
Garden of Eden can be set aside for the free use of animals, it is not unreasonable 
to make large tracts of land available for the free use of another of God’s creatures— 
dispossessed man.

We want to buy another 5,000 acres of land, in addition to the 1,400 we already 
have, to emancipate it from the evils of speculation and exploitation and to make it 
available for the free use of disinherited people. If this land is purchased at the 
present rate of about $200 an acre, it will cost one million dollars.

The partnership industries have expanded remarkably in the past year but they 
must be accelerated even more. Jobs in rural industries are the only hope for ab­
sorbing the people being displaced by agricultural mechanization. I hope that we can 
provide at least an additional 100 jobs in 1970.

So even though we are a century too late, we invite you to join with us in 
heeding the wise counsel of the ancient law-giver who said, "And if thy brother ... 
be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years, then in the seventh year thou shalt let 
him go free from thee. And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not 
let him go away empty; thou shalt furnish him liberally out of the flock, and out of 
they floor, and out of thy wine-press: of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath blessed 
thee thou shalt give unto him" (Deuteronomy 15:12-14). To open our hands liberally to 
the children of: those who served sixty times six years is not reparation, it is decen­
cy and wisdcm and love. May we all have the grace to be God’s men at this late hour.


