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Since Clarence Jordan, the co-founder of Koinonia, died on October 29, 
we have been flooded with phene calls, telegrams and letters from friends 
around the world expressing their sense of loss and appreciation for his life 
and influence. We want to share with you excerpts from a few of the letters:

"Ctotence'i woAdA, hiA undeAAtanding o^ AcAiptuAe Aemain 
Zn those o^ ui who have, been touched by his minZstAy. OuA 
AenAe o^ diAection tn the ChAiAtZan ZZ^e haA been pAo^ound- 
Zy influenced by hiA undeAAtanding and AenAe o^ commitment."

"In the paAAing o^ Va. CZaAence Jo Adan, many who neveA knew 
htm peAAonaZZy fZt a keen ton. The faA-reaching vaZueA o^ 
hiA Zif wiZZ neveA be known. 'Oua echoeA aoZZ ^Aom AouZ to 
aouZ and Zive fAeveA and fneveA’."

"It woa with AadneAA that we ZeaAned o^ the death o^ CZaAence 
JoAdan — and yet aiso with a deep AenAe o^ ChAZstian hope 
and joy. HZa Zif woa a AefecZZon tn the midAt o^ a chaotic 
and mad wo Aid o^ the Man o^ Peace who cAeated a hiving-A pace 
o^ obedience and bAothenhood and AeconciZZation Zn hiA Zif 
and miniAtAy."

"My heant^eZt sympathy Zn youA gAeat Zoaa Zn CZaAence JoAdan's 
paAAing. He woa a tAue and ZoyaZ dZAcipZe o^ the MoAteA. He 
dZd not woAAhZp JeAuA but took him seAiouAZy."

"My ^iAAt Aeaction to CZaAence’a death woa shock and dZAmay. 
What a tAagZc Zoaa to ui when we need aZZ the tAuZy BIG 
ChAiAtianA we can get. Vet, Aecond thoughts bAihg deep 
gAatitude and joy fA hiA ZZ^e which Za an ZntenAe and ^uZZ 
wZtneAA to God and to Chnist and to the HoZy Spinit. Love 
incarnate deAcAibeA hZm, a ^aith^uZ bAotheA o^ ChAiAt."

We also want to share with you a portion of the scripture which was 
read at Clarence's burial. It is from his Cotten Patch Version of I John 
and I Peter. This, we think, captures much of the great spirit which was 
Clarence Jordan.

"Loved ones, I'm not ZntAoducZng a new inAtAuction to you, 
but an oZd one which you've had aZSTahong. The oZd 
inAtAuction Za the meAAage you ZiAtened to. And yet, Zt
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Lb a new inAtruction that I’m writing about, and it'A 
twig, both tn hiA experience and yourb that the. darknebA 
Lb Lifting and the. true Light Lb already dawning. Now 
a man who claLmb to be. Ln the tight but Atilt hateb hiA 
brother it Ln the. darknebA night on. The man who LoveA 
hiA brother LiveA Ln the Light and haA no thick, up hiA 
Aleeve. But he who hateA hiA brother La Ln the dank, 
LiveA Ln the dank and haA no Ldea what direction he1 a 
going, beeauAe the darknebA haA blind-folded him.

"Don't Loue the old order on the thingA which keep Lt 
going. 7^ anyone Lovca the old onden Lt La not the 
Pother'a Love that'A Ln him. Ton everything that'A Ln 
the old onden - the hankenLng far phyALcaL comfartb, 
the hankering far materiaL thingA, the emphoAiA on AtatuA - 
La not faom the Pother but faam The old onden itbetfa 
And the old onden, with LtA hankeringA, La eottapALng, 
but he who LiveA by the wilt o^ God moveA into the New Age.

"So don't be AurpniAed, brotherA, L^ the old onden hateA 
your gutA. We ouTAelveA are convinced that we have 
Awitched ^rom death to Ufa. beeauAe we love the brotherA. 
The man with no Love AtilL LiveA Ln death country. The 
brother hater La a man-kilLer, and you know that no man- 
kLLLer haA ApLrituaL Ufa rebiding Ln him.

"Loved oneA, Let'a Love each other, beeauAe Love ApringA 
^rom God, and every Lover haA been fathered by God and 
La AenALtive to God. The non-Lover La not AenALtLve to 
God beeauAe God La_ Love. And God'A Love took Ahape Ln 
our midAt when he a ent hiA one and only Aon into The world 
ao we might Atant Living. And ^tatLb real Love—not that 
we Loved God but that he Loved ua and Aent h<A~Aon to 
anAwer far our wrongA. Loved oneA, i^ God Loved ua that 
much, then we. ought to Love one another. Nobody HaA ever 
once caught a gltmpAe o^ God. Yet i^ we Love everybody, 
God La preAent among ua and hiA Love Lb brought to 
maturity in uA."

Many people have written asking whether a memorial fund would be 
established at Koincnia for Clarence Jordan. Florence and the-others of us 
here who knew Clarence feel he would not want this. He never sought anything 
for himself but to be God’s humble servant. If you would like to recognize 
Clarence’s life and work with a gift, you may do so by making it to the HJND 
FOR HUMANITY. This is the Fund Clarence established during the last year of 
his life. It is used to carry forward the work of Koinonia Partners, espe­
cially (during the coming months) to complete the forty houses for displaced 
rural families in our area. Your gift, or ncn-interest loan, if made in 
memory of Clarence, will be so entered in our record book for the Fund.

On December 4, Millard Fuller made a talk to the Atlanta Christian 
Council entitled, THE IN CARNATION, AS REVEALED IN 1HE LIFE OF CLARENCE 
JORDAN. This talk was taped and is available at no cost cn a regular 5” 
reel. In his one hour speech, Millard describes the reaction of county
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officials to Clarence’s death, outlines the speech Clarence was working on at 
the tine of his death, and tells numerous incidents throughout Clarence’s 
life, indicative of the Incarnation.

AND SPEAKING OF TAPES ----

TO YOU HAVE ANY TAPES OF TALKS GIVEN BY CLARENCE JORDAN? Since 
January 1, Dallas Lee has been at the farm working on a book about Koinonia. 
We are most anxious to receive word about tapes, transcripts or any other 
material you may know about that would be helpful to Dallas. Please write 
directly to Dallas Lee here at Koinonia if you have anything of interest—no 
matter how snail. We want to tell the Koinonia story completely and accurately. 
Only with the full help and cooperation of our friends around the world who 
have been a vital part of this story will this be possible.

The tine is right, we feel, for the dramatic story of Koinonia to be 
told. With Clarence’s death, one long chapter is ended, but we are standing 
on the threshold of an even more exciting future. A book about Koincnia will 
give us all a clear perspective of the accomplishments, failures, frustrations, 
and joys of the past, and should help to guide us into an even more productive 
and faithful future. We expect to have the book available for distribution by 
Spring, 1971.

As time goes along we will be publishing other books and records as a 
part of the "communications phase" of Koincnia Partners. Within recent days 
we have added a most useful little book to our list entitled, The Christian 
Way. Our good friend and partner, John Miller, the guiding light of Reba 
Place Fellowship, Evanston, Illinois, wrote this book as a thorough exegesis 
of The Sermon on the Mount. New Christians and old alike will find much to 
drew on in this book. The price is $1.50. You may order new for immediate 
delivery.

New people keep coming. In late January Ladon Sheats moved here from 
New York City. Ladon is a young bachelor, a native of Texas, who has spent 
the last ten years working for the IBM Corporation. His last assignment was 
to manage one of the divisions of IBM for the borough of Manhattan in New York 
City. He came to feel, after extensive exposure to Clarence in several Dis­
cipleship Schools, that he ought to devote his energies more directly toward 
working for the Kingdom, rather than making stockholders happy. He will do a 
lot of speaking for Koinonia, plus lead Discipleship Schools. Needless to say, 
Ladon will be a tremendous asset here and we do indeed thank God for him.

On February 1, we welcomed the Shorthouse family for a four month stay— 
Neil, Jeannie, and their two girls, Beth and Kristin. Neil has been a Young 
Life Area Director in Philadelphia. He and a crew of Young Life kids were here 
this summer to help install the playground equipment in the park for the new 
housing area. During his return stay, Neil will assist in coordinating the 
increasing flew of young people through Koinonia.

The Albert Zooks (Al junior’s folks) from Smithville, Ohio, came to 
Koinonia in October to help with the Christmas rush. Mr. Zook was in charge of 
the shipping room—packaging up 100-1000 parcels a day. Mrs. Zook helped in the 
kitchen sealing boxes, spreading candy, and stuffing dates. Ihey have some time 
to relax new before returning to the frozen north.

Greg Parizek, who hails from Woodland Hills, California, arrived in
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November as a volunteer. He graduated rrom high school last June and is unsure 
whether college or the working world should claim his life for the next few 
years.

During January, three students from Defiance College in Ohio were here 
as a part of a field work assignment. They worked in the office and helped 
construct houses. Another young man, Robert True, is here from Beloit College 
for a four month work semester. He is a New Englander who is helping in the 
pecan shelling plant. These volunteers have fit well into the Koincnia family. 
They make for some good singing on Sunday mornings and ferocious volleyball 
games after dinner.

Before Christmas, Greg and David Wittkamper .arrived home from a three- 
month motorcycle tour through Mexico and Panama. Koincnia wants to thank all 
of you who sent books so Greg could attend Friends’ World College for four 
years. Greg, who has traveled all over the world, completed his college ex­
perience with this last trip. Both young men are presently working for Friends’ 
World College in New York as their alternative service.

The housing program continues to move along. IWo families are now living 
in their new houses. A third house is near completion, and a fourth is under 
construction. This year we expect a real burst of growth in this phase of our 
work because an increasing number of people are contributing. Six areas of Young 
Life have pledged to build one house each during the coming year. One of our 
partners in Canton, Ohio, is paying for one house, and another partner in Cali­
fornia will be covering the cost of several more. Bob Childers of Houston, Texas 
donated a park shelter in memory of Clarence. It is new being erected in the 
playground area by our team of volunteers. Vic and Diane Scott of Salem, New 
Jersey donated 100 flowering crabapple trees in memory of Clarence. This will 
add much beauty to the whole area. The spirit of sharing has been beautiful and 
we thank God for each person who is helping with this exciting venture, whether 
his contribution is large or small.

Florence and her son, Lenny, are getting a new house. For several years 
the Jordan family lived in the apartment above the community kitchen and dining 
room. Even before Clarence's death they felt that smaller quarters should be 
built for them in order to free that apartment as a guest house. We urgently 
need the extra space to accommodate an increasing flow of visitors. The new 
house is being built between the trailer and the bam (for the information of 
those who have visited Koincnia.)

P.D. East, our friend in Fairhope, Alabama, who publishes the Petal 
_Pag>er, is having a rough time keeping his paper alive. He has been an important 
voice over the years in the civil rights struggle. If you can help P.D. with a 
contribution or subscription, we knew he’ll deeply appreciate it. His address 
is: P.D. East, Box AV, Fairhope, Alabama.

Be sure to note the enclosed products brochure and order the pecan products 
you need for Spring. This is good stuff—guaranteed to please all our NUT PART- 
NEBS. We sold more pecans, fruit cakes, and candy this Fall season than ever be­
fore. We employed more than thirty of our neigjhbors and, in fact, many of them 
are still on the job. We join them in thanking you for making these jobs possible.

All of your partners at Koinonia wjish you a happy and faithful 1970.
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