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This year is kind of special at Koinonia because it 
was exactly thirty years ago - in 1942 - that it all got 
started. Clarence and Florence Jordan and Martin and 
Mabel England had a vision of a Christian Community 
where men and women could come to share life and experi­
ment with some new forms of Discipleship to Jesus 
Christ. They landed in Sumter County, Georgia on a 400- 
acre run-dcwn farm and went to work. The Englands left 
after a couple of years but Clarence and Florence 
stayed. Others came. The farm grew and prospered. 
Then came persecution, frustration --  and near collapse.
But, God had other plans for Koinonia and, by His Grace, 
it is today growing and ministering as never before.

Florence Jordan, the only Koinonia resident who has 
lived and worked at the farm since 1942, reminisces 
about that humble beginning thirty years ago and talks 
of life at Koinonia today:

"When I was cubed to took back fan a moment to the 
begtnntngs o^ Kotnonia, thtnty yeaas ago, I taw the otd 
house, on.ee a fane faAm home, then a gnay, nun-down, 
tenant ptace sttttng tn a tangte o^ gnass and weeds. 
Shaded by two cedant, a venenabte post oak and a tange 
seedting pecan, tt had the took o^ a wonn and fangotten 
otd woman. Nearby stood a standi, new buttdtng, combt- 
natton shop and apartment, hotdtng pnomtse o^ a new ttfa. 
A tange mute boon, hanness shed and cow baAn, att 
dttaptdated, compteted the ptetune.

FLORENCE JORDAN

Today the otd shop-apantment stttt stands as gnacetess as even, but tn the mtdst o^ a 
town dotted with pecans, mimosas, magnottas and othen shnubs and faoweas. Gone one the otd 
house and mute baAn. The cow bann has taken on new ttfa as a faountshtng handenafa shop. 
Both stand suAAounded bg seven newel dwetttng ptaees. On the nonthenn edge o^ the goad ts 
the busg machtneny shop, keeptng tnactons, tnucks and cans nothing. Then comes the sewtng 
tndustny, pecan ptant, bakeny, candy kttchen and o^iee. Up the load a ptece ts the new 
community centen catted Sunny Acnes, added onty faun geons ago. Att o^ this ts sunnounded 
by 1,400 acnes o^ faetds, woods and stneams. Into thts setting put busy men and women, 
ptaytng chttdAen, happy babtes and you have Koinonia today.

The pnomises made tn that bane, new buttdtng, in a neanty d&sented yaAd, one being fat- 
faJLted, at teast tn pant. Pteasant homes have taken the ptace o^ many tenant shacks, Stack 
and white aAe teanning to wonk togethen tn a sptnit o^ pantnenship. (Ue one tnytng to shane 
the gt^ts o^ spintt, mind and body as taught by Jesus—we want to make the Incannatton neat

...a spirit of partnership with God and our fellow man."
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in oua lives. Have we aAAived? Heavens, no’. 
11 'a. thousand ye.au aAe as a day in the. sight 
o^ God', how veAy sho At aAe thirty ye.au."

Koinonia had its lowest period in the mid - 
1960’s. The resident population dwindled - 
from ten to nine to seven to six --  and, in
1967, down to only four adults.

Then Clarence Jordan met with Millard Fuller in 
Atlanta in mid-1968 to discuss new directions 
for their lives and new directions for Koinonia. 
Out of that meeting grew a burst of new life at 
the farm called Koinonia Partners. New people 
began to come who would give flesh to the dream 
about ’’--- a nejw SpiAit o^ paAtneuhip with God 
and with oua fallow man." Millard and Linda 
Snd their family moved to the farm along with 
Al and Ann Zook and their four children, to 
join the Jordan family and the Wittkamper family 
in this new ministry. Within the next few months 
Carol Brink, Lorraine DeGilio, Lena Hofer, 
Ladon Sheats, Ed Young, George Maendel, and 
Jim Barnard joined the fellowship. Bo Johnson 
became a farming partner with Al Zook. Volun­
teers began to arrive --  at first a couple,
then half a dozen, and soon by the hundreds. 
Some decided to stay --  Ted Swisher, Robert
True, Laurie Fuchs, Debby Boggs, Chris Bugbee, 
and others. Bill and Peggy Londeree came with 
their two girls to join Koinonia. Then, Jim 
and Kit Gauss and family, followed by the Ron 
Savage family. And, families were created, 
too. Volunteers, Mike Felton and Suzie Worrell, 
met and were married at Koinonia. David Waldner 
and Jan Carlson also met at Koinonia and 
decided to form their own "family partnership." 
Don and Carolyn Mosley and their son, Tony, 
first came to Koinonia as volunteers but 
decided to join the Koinonia family. David 
Laster became a resident partner, and so did Jo 
Ann Abel. Bessie Thomas first was a farming 
partner with Jan Carlson (last summer) but now 
is a partner along with husband, William, Jim 
Gauss, and Robert True in the Organic Farming 
Partnership. Harry and Corrie Doherty came to 
Koinonia and built an experimental dome. Ash­
ton and Marie Jones built a house in the Village 
and have been a significant part of the Koinonia 
ministry.

KOINONIA TOVAV - TWO RESIVENCES AT THE 
CENTER OE THE COMMUNITY

"When the. time, ts Aipe," says God, "I wilt 
shaAe my spiAit with alt mankind, and youA 
sons and youA daughteu wilt speak the. tAuth. 
Youa young people wilt catch visions. And 
youA old people wilt dAeam dAeams. Yes in- 
dccd, when the time, ts Aipe I'll shaAe my 
spiAit with my boys and gints and they wilt 
speak the tAuth..." HERE, WILL WITTKAMPER, 
THE OLDEST KOINONIAN (He hu lived at the 
fanm with his family faA T9 yeau) SHARES 
WITH JANIS POZZI AT AN EARLY MORNING BIBLE 
STUDY SESSION.

Within the past few months, Janis Pozzi has returned to Koincnia to continue her work in 
the larger community around Koinonia. Chris Haas arrived to begin experimenting with bread - 
baking and Rachael Groff came back to activate the Koinonia Pottery. Melanie Morrison 
arrived. And, just since June, Ray Bodie has joined us and so has Elaine Bourne and her
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JOSEPH "BO" JOHNSON LOOKS OVER THE CORN 
CROP, He. u)a* with Koinonia. tn the. 1940'& 
and came, bach ^oua yeaA* ago, Nou), he. t* 
a paAtneA. with Ed Young, nothing co An, 
peanut* and cattle..

ORGANIC EARNING PARTNERS, ROBERT TRUE, 
JIM GAUSS & WILLIAM THOMAS, LOADING CABBAGES

three children. Arthur Laster has cane to work with the Worm Partnership and the grape 
vineyards.

Since 1942, Koincnia has sought to give visibility to the Kingdom, by living out the 
Gospel in our daily lives. Over the years the farm has changed, but never the underlying 
purpose. The new thrust of Koinonia Partners was to have three phases: 1) To communicate 
the radical ideas of the Gospel at Koinonia and across the land by way of speakers, books, 
records, tapes, and so forth; 2) To instruct people in the ideas of Jesus at Discipleship 
Schools at Koinonia and elsewhere and; 3) To apply these ideas at Koinonia (as a sort of 
demonstration plot) in a three-fold program of partnership farming, partnership industry, 
and partnership housing.

The people named above, and many others, have given flesh and blood to the dream. A 
flourishing sewing industry is new in operation along with a pecan shelling plant, fruit­
cake bakery and candy kitchen. Other partnership industries are growing up, too, and more 
are planned. The farming partnerships now include vegetables, cattle, grapes, corn, pea­
nuts, and worms. There are no executive salaries in any of these operations. Each person 
or family takes what is needed for a reasonable living allowance and any excess goes into 
the Fund for Humanity to help carry out the over-all ministry of Koinonia Partners.

Many of you ’’non-resident partners" have contributed to this Fund, too, (or have made 
non-interest loans) enabling the work of Koinonia Partners to expand much more rapidly 
than otherwise would have been possible. For this spirit of concern and sharing, we are 
most deeply grateful.

Partnership Housing has been a consuming interest since the inception of Koinonia 
Partners. And, the impact on poverty housing, though still small, is becoming more sig­
nificant. So far, twenty-five houses have been completed and five more are under construc­
tion. We expect a total of sixty houses to be completed within two years. The pictures on 
these pages will give you a glimpse into the much bigger picture about the great need for 
better housing in our area.
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VOLUNTEERS PAINTING............ .......................ANO SCRAPING

THIS NEW HOUSE WILL SOON BE REAW FOR OCCUPANCY IN THE NEW SOUTH VILLAGE

CLYDE & ROSE ANGRY £ SON, TONY - THEY 
WILL MOVE TO THE NEW SOUTH VILLAGE SOON

TONY ANGRY & TRI END, LADON SHEATS, THEY 
WILL BE NEARER NEIGHBORS WITHIN A FEW WEEKS
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VOLUNTEER, SAM LUTZ 
PRUNING NEW GRAPEVINES

As we reported in the last two newsletters, 
a new South Village has new been started and al­
ready two houses are completed and three more are 
under construction. A total of thirty houses will 
be built there.

The in-coming families for all of these houses 
are told in much detail about the Fund for Human­
ity and the over-all ministry of Koinonia. They 
are required to repay the cost of the house over 
a twenty-year period at no interest (average 
monthly cost of $25.00 - $35.00), but they are 
encouraged to share with the Fund above this 
amount if they are able financially to do so in 
order to help someone else get out of a shack. 
We feel this opportunity for sharing is quite 
important even for the poorest family because 
surely Jesus was right when he said, "It is more 
blessed to give than to get". We don’t want to 
deny this blessing, but, of course, neither do 
we want to "force" giving. It must be strictly 
voluntary in order to be a gift.

VOLUNTEERS DIGGING A DITCH
Theix woxk wilt open up Twelve moxe 
acre* ^ox the farming partner* hip*.

KOINONIA PARTNERSHIP HOUSING SEEKS TO 
REPLACE SHACKS LIKE THIS ONE, WITH DECENT 
HOMES.

Vie seek to convey this same spirit of love and concern for others to the children of the 
Koinonia Fellowship, and Village and surrounding area, too. Janis Pozzi is heading a six- 
week program this summer involving more than sixty children. She shares these thoughts 
about it:

"Ann Eau*t, Marilyn Home*, and I axe, spending a large portion o^ our time thi* *ummer 
with children between the age* o£ 6 - 14, alt o^ whom either live in Amerieu*, in the *ur- 
rounding area, at the farm, ox in the vintage. In the pa*t, tach a gathering o^ young peo­
ple ha* been referred to a* Summer Bible School. We *hy away ^rom thi* label, ^or none o^ 
u* think* o^ our*elve* a* teacher*, but xathex a* people who de*ixe to *haxe the love o^ 
Chri*t with our young Extend* and to be continually open to all that they axe teaching u*.
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Because, o^ the. flow of tove expreAAed and 
enrichment Ahared, we are all teacher and Atu- 
dentA, alt o^ ua bet ng children washing hand- 
tn-hand down the Aame road.

The primary hope Ln our tLme Apent together 
La to deepen our underAtanding o^ God'a Love 
far hLA children oa revealed through HLa cre­
ation and the magnificence o^ nature, through 
the Aervanthood of Jcaua ChriAt, and through 
the Love whLch can dwelt Ln each of ua oa 
bro then and AtAten. We are exploring what 
Jcaua' tove far ua Ahoutd mean Ln our own 
tiveA and aAking Aach queAtionA oa....how do we 
Ahow tove and concern far our neLghbon, 
Lnctuding thoAe we faar and don't tike?.... 
how do we tove thoAe who Lntentionatty hurt 
uA?....how do we expreAA concern far our 
brothen Ln EaAt Harlem, or Vietnam, or Bangta 
DeAh who are hurting and hungry? We are 
approaching theAe queAtionA and ChriAt’A idea 
of tove through the meanA o^ the creative artA, 
taking advantage o^ the richneAA o^ inuALcal 
and artiAtic expreAAion, o^ the meAAageA pro­
claimed Ln boo kA Auch oa Winnie the Pooh and The 
poetry, and ultimately retyLng on the witneAA o^ 
TeA lament.

KATIE WILLIAMS AND CHILDREN, BLANCHE, 
DAVID & BUBBA. - ThiA family, with 
husband 8 father, LeRoy, moved from 
thiA houAe into their new home Ln 
KoLnonLa Village Ln mLd - June.

Little. Prince, o^ the joy expreAAed Ln 
JeAuA' LL^e oa revealed Ln the New

BecauAe we betLeve that tiveA are enriched by a growing awareneAA o^ the AtruggteA o^ our 
brotherA and AtAterA Ln alt partA of the world and by gLvLng what we can to Aerve theAe 
friendA, we are telting the children about the hardAhipA o^ people Ln other areoA, and are 
opening up poAALbLtitLeA far them to give to different cauAeA. ThiA increoAed conAciouAneAA 
enabteA ua to Aerve and to tove on a gutter Level?. Hopefully, faom our time o^ Aharing with 
one another thiA Aummer, we wilt Learn a Little bit better what it meanA to tove."

LYNN 6 EFFIE MOORE
AT THEIR NEW HOME IN KOINONIA VILLAGE

MR. PETE SIMS
AT HIS NEW HOME IN KOINONIA VILLAGE
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THE LASTER EMILY 
AT THEIR NEW HOME IN K01N0N1A VILLAGE

MARGARET WITTKAMPER, SAVANNAH JONES & 
DEBBY BOGGS WITH THE CHILDREN OF THE 
K01N0N1A CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER.

The sharing of Jesus' ideas about peace, love, concern for others, and brotherhood 
goes beyond the confines of Sumter county, Georgia, Ladon Sheats and Millard Fuller con­
tinue to carry most of this responsibility for us. Here is their speaking schedule for the 
coming months. If you live in any of these areas, please go to hear them speak. They would 
be delighted to see you.

LADON SHEATS

iluly 14 - 16 Mennonite Youth Conference, Goshen College, Indiana

October 18 - 19 Lambuth College, Jackson, Tennessee

October 20 Calvary Longview Methodist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

MILLARD FULLER

October 8 United Church of Christ Association Youth Rally 
Louisville, Kentucky

October 12 Manchester College, North Manchester, Indiana

October 15 St. Lucas United Church of Christ, Evansville, Indiana

October 19-22 First Methodist Church, Coral Gables, Florida

We axe pleated to announce, the bixth o^ Dana Louite Savage, on Apxit 27th. Dana Mat 
Bonn at home, and Mu. Witta Mae Champton, Supexvitox tn the S out ng Indus txy mu the mtd- 
Mt^e Mho "caught" the tittle. Mitt. (The Moxd "caught" it the texmtnology used by midwives 
tn Hits axea ^ox helping bixth babies.) Mama and Daddy and the entlxe gamely axe dotng 
^ine — at the pictuxe on the ^olloMing page cleanly indicates.
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RON 8 ETTA RUTH SAUAGE
TIMOTHY, DMA, PEBOPAH 8 PIANE

The deep concern of our entire fellow­
ship about the continuing scourge of war 
upon mankind has caused us to have our 
telephones removed. As most of you knew, 
the 10 per cent telephone tax goes entirely 
to the present war effort and even though 
our tax-exempt status would allow us 
(technically) to avoid paying this tax, 
we felt that we wanted to make this sym­
bolic witness. Hew long will the phones 
remain out? We've put no time limit on 
it. We just felt led at this time, to make 
this witness. If this inconveniences you, 
I hope you will try to understand our 
position. You will just have to write 
more letters-- which we love to receive.’!

Lately, we’ve been having a flurry of 
very unusual excitement at Koinonia. We 
are being attacked by a big bobcat! So
far, he’s killed one hog, three pigs, and 
a dog! William Thomas, in the village, 

shot at him onoe while he was fighting six dogs, but missed. The big cat dashed off into 
the woods before he could shoot again. He came back a couple of days later in broad day­
light and got another pig. Oh well, we’ve been attacked by Kluxers and now the cats are 
after us. All things considered, we think we prefer the cat attacks — although we would 
really prefer not being attacked at all’.! (Hopefully, this little episode is over. As 
we go to press, the bobcat hasn’t been seen for three weeks.)

This summer, food products are not being shipped due to the heat. We will start ship­
ping again in mid-Sept ember. All non-food items, however, are shipped all year round. 
You may order how for immediate delivery on books, records, tapes, hand-crafted items, 
slacks, and so forth. If you would like to read the full story about Koinonia - history and 
present work - order a copy of The Cotton Patch Evidence, Harper and Row, 1971 ($5.95) or 
get a copy from your local bookstore. Write for a full-listing of other Koinonia Products.

We close this newsletter, commemorating our thirtieth year, with a quote from the 
first Koinonia newsletter in 1942. It is equally appropriate today, for these same thoughts, 
aspirations, and desires are ours at the present time.

"The. Community seems AatheA. amused, at two pAeacheAS tAylng to ^oAm, and haven't yet quite 
^IguAed us out. We willingly and unashamedly confess oua IgnoAance, and ask ^oa thelA In- 
stAuctlon and advice.. In AetuAn, we. may tn tuAn shaAe with them oua convictions about the 
bAothenhood o£ all men, about the. way o^ love, as an alteAnatlve to hatAed and violence., 
about man being moAe. valuable, than mammon, about ChAlstlan communal living, and about 
many otheA things which loom so loAge In the. teachings o^ Jesus,

Thus, as we. oac blessed by oua ^Aiends, ^oa and neaA, we slnceaely pAay that In some 
small measuAe we may be a blessing to them. And ^oa each o^ you we would wish the abiding 
pAesence o^ the PAince o£ Peace, and the joy and love which come ^Aom ^ellow^hlp with the 
Holy SplAlt, May you have the mind In you which was In ChAlst Jesus."
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K.01MIA PROVUCTS, ROUTE 2, AMERICUS * GEORGIA 31709 ^ o^ee uxSe:
(Please print or type order) DOR:

SHIP TO:  HS:

(Name) j DS:

(Street Address) 

TO ARRIVE:
(City) (State) (zip code)

QUANTITY ITEM PRICE EACH TOTAL

TOTAL ____________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

PLEASE BILL ME 

IF ORDER TO BE BILLED: WE WILL SEND INVOICE AT TIME OF SHIPMENT.

BOOKS RECORDS by Clarence Jordan

THE COTTON PATCH EVIDENCE $5.95
THE SUBSTANCE OF FAITH $4.95
THE COTTON PATCH VERSION

OF LUKE AND ACTS $2.50
THE COTTON PATCH VERSION

OF PAUL’S EPISTLES $2.50

THE COTTON PATCH VERSION
OF MATTHEW 8 JOHN $2.50

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT $1.95

THE CHRISTIAN WAY $1.50

JUDAS $3.98
THE RICH MAN 8 LAZARUS $3.98
THE GREAT BANQUET $3.98
JESUS THE REBEL $3.98
METAMORPHOSIS $3.98

MUSICAL RECORDS

FRIENDS $4.98
TURNING POINT $4.93
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TAPES
All Clarence Jordan records are also

available in tapes. 
CASSETTE TAPES . $4.50
REEL TAPES$5.00

One record - couplete - on each tape.
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