LIGHT

-
A Bulletin of the Social Service Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

2825 Lexington Road

Louisville, Kentucky

Volume 11

NoveMBeER, 1949

- Number 8

IS WORLD WAR Il MNEVITABLE?

Asalutant Professor

Not long ago ! had & thoughi—many
thoughts, an event notable enough with-
in Itself, but these thoughts led to a
splritusl experience. And so, this morn-
ing, I invite you to rewalk with me
those mental pathways that led to the
heart, It all began like this.

While scanning a recent newspaper,
| chanced upon a little mind-teager con-
sisting of three questions and entltled,
“Do you know?” An accompanying ref-
erence gave Instructions as to where
the correct answers might be found.
Since such features present an interest-
ing challenge to measure wits with the
experts, 1 examined it more closely. Two
of these questions, with thelr answers,
my mind has already consigned to the
limbo of their own triviality. The third
wag o signiticantly and vitelly relsted
1o our world situation, and to the hopes
and feara of each one of ug, that I can
never forget it. The question to which
I refer, and which means sall the world
to all the world, Is this: “Do you know
how we can prevent war?” Here is &
problem whlich affects practically all
men who dwell upon the face of the
earth, and many of them have despalred
of its solution.

In a recent report Rep, Canfield of
New Jersey declared that in touring six-
teen countries in Europe and the Middle
East he did not meel “a military or
state leader but who thought war be-
tween the United States and Russia was
inevitable.® Though we may not agree
with this appraisal of conditionse—though
we may have hopes of better things end
faith in the possibility of a better to-
morrow, we cannot deny the seriouaness
of the eltuation before us.

In view of such canslderatlons my
curfosity was all the more increased.
Can It be, 1 wondered, that the fulfili-
ment of the hopes of all mankind is to
be found tucked away In a relatively
unimportant section of a dally news-
paper? Is it possible, 1 continued to
wonder, that the author of this festure
heas go far cutstripped hls fellows ag
to have solved the problem that has
baffled mankind since first he began io
live In organlzed societies? What re-
lationship, I queried, does this answer
bear to the principles af Him who is

Dr. W. H. Morton

of Biblical Archacelory, Southern Baptist Theolozica) Seminsary

called “Prince of Peace?” With these
questions Tlooding my mind, my eager-
ness Impelled me to turn to the answer
before I had very clearly formulated my
own. [n splte of my anticipations 1 wae
hardly prepared for whal 1 saw. It was
ihis: “Practically all expertg on the
matter are agreed that the only way to
prevent war is for each natlon to sur-
render 3 portion of ite sovereigoty.”"

There was a ring of famllisrity about
that answer. Where had I heard it be-
fore? Swiftly the recognition came that
this was another way of stating the
principle of gaining by giving, of win-
ning by losing, of living by dying, which
was taught by Him who counted nol
His own soverelgonty a thing to be jeal-
ously grasped, but freely 1eleased It,
*laking the form of a servan(, baing
made In the likeness of men; and being
found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, becoming obedient even unto
death, yea, the death of the Croea.
Wherefore also God highly exalted Him.”
and gave unto Him sovereignty over sll
men everywhere.

‘That political and military men should
see Lhe solution lo thelr problems in
principles and practices zo0 in sccord
\wlth the teachings of Jesus wyas some-
what startling to me. Is It paossible, 1
asked, that the leaders of nations have
despalred of their own devices? 1Is Il
concelvable, I wondered, that they have
seen the true practicallty of the so-called
paradoxes of Jesus? Should we not
then be on the threshold of a new era
of peace and brotherly love? I saw no
evidence, however, that such was the
case. Swords were not being beaten
into plowshares, nor spears into pruning
hooks; nations were still litting up sword
agalnst nation, nor had they ceased to
learn war.

What was the answer? The natlons
are sgreed thai they do nmot want war.
Why, then, if they do not want i{ and
they know how fo prevent it, are they
expecting it and preparing for it? Surely
you have anticipated me at this point.
They find themselvea in the sama pre-
dicament as did Paul: to will Is present
with them, but to do that which is good
is not. For the good which they would
they do not, but the evil which they

would not, that they practice. With the
mind they would, indeed, serve the Jaw
of God, but with the flesh the law of
gsin, This question, then, in the lasat
analysis, Involves more than militarism,
more than etetesmanship, more than
mere congent of the mind; it Involves the

. changing of human hearts. O wretched

nations! who shall dellver them from
this principle of death? *“Thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord” Bul
with my next question came the most
sobering of all realizations. Who, I
asked, shall be ministers of this deliver-
ance?; whose buginegs 18 this changing of
hearts? And I answered, O Lord, that
responsibility is upon me, upon you, up-
on all who have been saved and called
according to His purpose and grace.
That's our business;, {hat's why we're
here; that'a why we were called out of
derkness into His marvelous light.

One of the Pastors’ Conference lectures A
during my first year in the Seminary
was the eminent physicist, Arthur H.
Compton. Each day he sought to bring
us up to date on ihe latest developments
of science, and to point out their witness
to the presence of an Infinite Wisdom,
Each leclure wag followed by a discus-
slon period during which the brilliant
scientist answered questiona which were
put to him by the sudience. Among
others, this question was asked: “What
has sclence to say about life after
death?”

The forthcoming answer made a lasi-
ing impression upon me. It came swift-
ly and positively; it waa thls: Sclence
has nothing to say about life after death.
Gentlemen, that's your department!”

Genllemen, this matier of changing
hearts, upon which the whele quesilon of
war and peace ultimaicly depands, ia eur
deparimeni. [n & speclal sense it Is cur
department for the chusch of our Lord
Jesus Christ exerts the world’s greatest
influence in the recruiting, training,
equipping, and sending forth of men for
this business of changing hearts. O whal
a responsibility rests upon each one of
us, both as citizens ot this earthly king-
dom ‘and ambassadors of the Heavenly
One. As the new President of the United
Nations recently stated: “The people who

(Continued en Plge ¢)
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» What About World
War 1V ?

Dr. Albert Einstein was approached
recently by an anxious inquirer who
wanted to know what weapons would be
used in World War 1II. The aged
sclentist replled immedlately, “1 don't
know what the weapons will be in the
next wer, but | do know what they'll
be in World War IV.” e

With increased anxlety, the inquirer
wanted to know, Dr. Einatei replied,
*Rocks.”

This could be a funny story, but It
is anything but bumocrous. It tells us
graphically that the next time the-nm-
tions of the world move into; armed
struggle with navailable alomic-age
weapons, the result will be the obiitera-
tion of civilization,

The attention of the world bas been
directad in recent months o the devas-
tating power of new, mote powerful A«
Bombs, It is no longer a secret that
the cost of these bombs has mountediinto
the billions of dollars and has reguired
vest resgurces of matfrial and labor,

Almost unnoliced, there I8 another
weapon, far cheaper and at the same
time potentially more devastating than
A-Bombs. It draws the curtaing back
on one of the most hideous and diabolic
methods of human destruction—mass
disease and plague. It is Bacteriologital
Warfare, referred to as “BW"!

Bacteriological Warfare bas treated
an jnversion of the technigues of medical
sclence, Normally man bas been in-
terested {n the extermination end coatrol
af diseasea In "BW” the resources of
madicad science are geared to an all-out
etfort to create and disseminate, on a
mass scale, disenses that will efficiently
exterminate human population.

Here are the warniongs from men who
know:

Dr. Hrock Chisholm, Director-General
of the World Health Organization, sald
recently, “Bacteriological weapons have
been developed to the point where most
of the human race cannot survive an-
other war.* He contlnued by saylng
that no nation knows what other nations

, have developed Iin this new type of war-
tare. He said there is o defense against
bacteriologioal warfare as a whole.

Dr. Chisholm sald that a "weapon"
of “"BW" had been developed that would
wipe out all life in a glven area within
six hours and yet leave the erea habit-
sble after that time.

Dr. Theodore Rpseburg, wartime Chlef
of Alrborne Infection Projest at Camp
Detrick, Maryland, has just published
s book, PEACE OR>» PESTILENCE
{Whittlesey House, $2.76), in which he
points out that “once it starts, we have
no cholce but to go on with the.dreary
businesa to the bitter end.”

During the war at Camp Detrick whers
4,000 Army, Navy and Civillan tech-
niclans worked under strictest secrecy,
botnlinna loxin was isclated and crystal-
lized. Far more deadly than its name
would indicate, ome ommcs would be
sufticient, if properly fnjected into the
skin, to kill 180,000,000 people.

Admitting that it would be ditficult,
indeed, to inject 180,000,000 people with
their minute part of an ounce of batu-
linkiy toxin, there are other lnfections,
germs, bacteria, thet are airborne, They
could be diffused through aercsol sprays
from planes; they could be used to con-
taminate public water anli milk supplies.
Agents could spray public bulldings,
schools, transportation facilities,” fac-
tories, ete., and time would do the reat.

Yes, Dr. Einateip, you're right. The
weapons ln World War IV will be rocks
—It there are any hends to throw them.

————

ILLEGITIMACY

In the September lgsue of Coronet
an article titled “The Real Shame of
Iegitimacy” gives South Carclina a pat
on the back by listing it with thosa areas
in the United States which have adopted
the confidentlal birth-card plan. \

Pointing out that society punishes
illegitimate children by handlng them
birth certificates imarked on the day
they were born with the indelible stamp:
"Qut of Wedlock,” the article offers this
golution to'the problem: record the
facts about parentage and illegltimacy
on the birth certificate. But keep the
form itself locked in confidential files
to be opened only for specifled Jegal

JHurposes. Al the same time, pass stste

laws that would penalize officlals who
glve out birth information wlithout a
court order.

In order that age or cltlzenship ¢an be
proved without a lat of red tape, the
article suggests that each state igsue a
small "“birth card” ta everyone bhorn
within its boundarjes. Wallet-sized and
sealed In tamper-proof cover, the card
would contain the person's name, gex,
date, place of birth and certlticate num-
ber. This way, all ¢itizens would have
documentary proof of birth facts, yet
the illegitimacy would be confidential.

In additlon te South Carclina, areas
which have adopted tha blrth-card plan
include: California, Connecticut, Georgia,
Missiesippi, Nevada, New Hampshire,
Ohlo, Oregon, Tennessee, Washington,
Hawall, Puerto Rico, and the citles of
New Orleans, Denver and Houaton,

—South Cesrolina Health News.
=

“The American people . . . are smok-
ing more clgarettes than ever before.
The grand total comes to 327 billlon
cigarettes. That’s more than 100 pack-
ages of 20 cigarettes for every man,
wormnan, and child in"the country, about
8 cigarettes a day for every person.

You Can Do Something
About the Comics

*
420 P ¢ ¢ b TEE P+ 4 4FC+Ed

Convinced that there nesded to be

less talk and rmore action on the problem
ot comic books far children, a citizans
commitiee of 22 mambers was formed
recently in St. Paul, Minn.
. It wag declded after several meetings
that ‘both parents and children needed
to know how to select the desirable
comlcs from the vast available supply.
The following atandards were formu-
lated:

Comic¢ booka shéuld be selected which:

1. Poriray home life based on & stable
and permanent marrisge bond where all
members through normal give-and-take
relationships develop as useful members
of soclety,

2. Fogster wholesome respect for the
human body and sex relationahipa in
words, gestures, deeds and dress.

3. Use accepiable language frea from
protanity and vulgarity.

4. Show respect for religious, racial
and natlonal groups.

5. Avoid the presentation of gruesome
scenes.

6. Portray violations of law as being
dealt with according to proper legal
procedures.

7. Present the law and the pollce and
other represeatativea of the law with
proper respect.

8. Do not excuse or make attractive
or hervic the criminal or his deeds, and
do not present the detalis, methods or
techniques of crime,

9. Portray characters who, if Imitated
a5 herces of youth, would contribute to
the genersl welfare of our soclety and
to wholesome personality development.

10, Emphasize the principles of our
democracy as set forth in the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

11. Show respect for the moral laws
of God.

12. Advertisg products which, It
bought and used by youth, would con-
tribute to their general welfare.

A group of teanagers took the gtandard
and evaluated some 400 titles on the
news-stands. They found that 136 of
these met¢ the standards.

This list waea maede eavailable to
schools, churches, clivic groups and
denlers. The results: A number of
druggiats and dealers eimply told dis-
tributors not to bring cornles that were
not in the recommended list. The com-
munity had became “comic consclous.”

—_——

Excavators working in Pompell un-
covered a wine shop which greatly re-
sembled the modern saloon. On oune of
‘Ita walls appeared the exhortation: “Vote
for Fuscus for Alderman,”
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We conld not.afford to print
thiz in fuilt color. We -don't
have $100,000000 a year to
spend on artistic and elaborate
full-page ads as do the lquor
interests. We think that the
artist has here captured mome-
thing resl, something of the
taw truth, the poverty, misery,
degeneration and debauchery
that stemz from America’s an-
nual “multibillion-dallar binge.”

{You can order reprints of
thizs picture from our office:
$1.00 per 100.)

—y

TIMES CHANGE

He drinka whisky asnd rum.
Gin tizzes—what funl
He drinks himselt nigh to
extinetion.
In grandmother's day they'd
call him 8 souse,
Today he's a man of distine-
tlon. -~=Anonymous

NEGROES ACT TO BRING ABOUT
HEALTHIER RACE RELATIONS

By Clsud D. Nelson, Jr.

A newspaper gtory the other dsy fold
of the founding of a radio station in
Atlanta, Ga., by a Negro college profes-
sor and businessman—ithe first redlo
station, It was sald, whose policy was
to be controlled by & Negro.

That was a significent piece of news—
not just because of the “first” angle, but
because it illustrated a irend that may
make a very great contribution to race
velations. That lrend wag further em-
phasized in the new radio operator's ah
nounced policy—that of hiring both
white and Negro announcers, writers
and other employees.

To put It more explicitly, the trend ls
this: more and more Negroes are finding
themselves In positions ss employers—
or potential employers—af white people;
and they are beginning to use such
* positionsa more effectively In terms of
racial integration.

For a long tlme, it seemed, Negroes
did not reallze what they themselves
could do to bring about racially mixed
gitustions. But In these days, any one
who reads the Negro papers knows that
more and more Negro fratemities are
opening their doors to whites; Negro
manufacturers are hiring white workers;
Negro colleges have more white pro-
tessors and administrative officers,

There have been a few Negro colleges
with white staff members, of course, for
many years; but until quite recently, the

trend has been for the numbegr of white
Matf memnbers to dwindle to a mere
{ tokan representation,
. Yes, America can be thankful that—
whlle the white men ghows gigns of
waeking up on the race relations question
—Negroes are gaining power which can
be used, and almost certainly will be
used, to crumble racial barrlers more
quickly and more effectively ¢han hos
been possible in the past—Coanoern,
———
AN ARABIAN LEGEND

An Arablan legend which polnis a
warning against wine, says:

The Devil planted a vine and watered
It with the blood of a bird and three
animals.

When the vine was first planted, he
watered It with the blodd of & peacock.
With a man's first drink of wine, he
boasts and struts and thinks himself a
very Important man, lndeed.

When the leaves began to appear, the
Devil watered the plant with the blood
of an ape. When man continues to drink

{ wine, hiz conduct Iz foolish and con-
tamptible, just as the conduct of an ape
excites ridicule.

When the fruit was ripening, the Devil
watered the plant with the blood of a
lion. When man continues to drink, he
becomes feroclous snd dangerous.

When the fruit was rotten, the Devil
watered it with the blood of swine; &nd
the last stake of the drinker is drunken-
ness, when he falls into the mire and
wallows in filth as a hog does.

ALCOROLICH IN INDUNTRY

Conservative statistical astimates show
that 2,060,000 alcoholica are regularly
employed. 1,370,000 male aicohollcs dre
employed in manufscturing plants, by
construction companies, and by public
utilities. The male alcoholic In industcy
joses an average of twenty-iwo working
days annually—a total of 29,700,000
working days from the acute etfects of
alcohol alone. In addition, the alcohaolle
loses each year two days more than
non-glcoholles because of various all-
ments. The alcoholic Iz responsible an-
nuslly for 1,500 tatal accidents at wark,
and 2,850 fatal accidents at home, in
public places, and in traftlc. This in an
accident rate of 281 per 100,000, which
is twice that of the non-alcoholic, The
life span aof the chronic alcoholic is re-
duced by approximately twelve years.
A severe losa to industry occurs when an
experienced worker, or executive is dis-
missed because of excess drinking. Es-
timates of the coat to industry of alcohol
addiction among employeeq are stagger-
ing.—Quarterly Journal of Studies on
Alcohol, March, 1040.

PR ——
WHERE 18 BIAS BRED?

Why do at least four out of Hve
Americans have atrong feelings aof
hostility toward minority groups? Dra.
Gordon W. Allport and Bernard M.
Kramer of the Harvard Psychology De-
partment, seeking to answer this ques-
tion, conducted a questionnaire survey of
437 college students. Here are some of
their findings:

1. Prejudiced people have unpleasant
childhood memories of members of
groups against which they are blased.
This results partly from a tendency to
justify present prejudices by choosing
to remember only unfavorable incldents.

2. Those who cling io their parents’
ideas tend to be more prejudiced than
thase who do not.

3. Highly prejudiced persons recall
learning little in school that was favor-
able to minoritles, (Only 8 per cent of
the gtudents remembered Jearning the
sclentitic facts about race.)

4. Moset prejudices first devaloped be-
tween the nges of 6 and 10—especially
between 12 and 16. About 25 per cent
developed their first prejudices later.

§. Casual contact, with minority groups
does not diminish prejudice so much
as thorough acquaintapnce. Only cloee
knowledge of a minority group can
counteract pecond-hand epithets.

8. Religlous trzining does not lessan
prejudices unless.it succesatully stresses
tolerance and brotherhood.

7. A prejudiced perscn does nol sym-
pathize with the underdog, is unaware
of the influences affecting him, is weak
in self-knowledge, doea not know how
his own insecurity and ignorance affect
his feelings. »

8. Prejudiced persons feel litile shame
because of their prejudices; relatively
unbjesed persons are azshamed of pre-
judices they have.—Science Miustrated
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IS5 WORLD WAR 1l INEVITABLE?
{CenUnued from Fage 1.)

disintegrated the atom now have the
mission of integrating humanity.” And

what is the ‘only foundation, the inte-’

grating priociple, the binding power
sufflcient for these things? Is it not the
iove of God a8 expressed in Christ Jesus
our Lord? Geotlemen, that’s our de-
partment! .

1 only hope that we are not too late,
for opportunity is fast shaking ihe dust
from off her feet against us, The
righteous sre sold for silver, and the
needy for a pair of shoes. Oppreagion
and lnjustice are rampant, and anything
can be bought for a price, Economic
groups are banding together with po
thought of the common good—seeking
to enforce their own selfiah desires. The
ditches are full of those who have
stumbled blindly after these blind lead-
ers. ln many areas religion has become
a form rather than s force, and *he
rapld break-up of the Amerlcan home
suggests the satisfaction of Just rather

than the forbearance of love. °

Perhaps you are Inwardly calling me
an glarmist. I only hdpw that 1 am
enough of one. It's Uime for an alarm
for ag Clyde Bedell said to Amerlcans
in & recent issue 0of Readers Digest,
“Look, brother—your house I on fire.”
And who cares? Who shall siay the
crumbling process? Whose place is It
# cry out for justice 1o roll down like
waters, and righteousness as a mighty
stream? Gentlemen, that’s owr depart-
ment.

May the Heavenly Father of us all
never have to say of this pregent genera-
tion as He’dld of His people Israel—I
lockgd-#6r grapes, but ye brought forth
wild grapes. 1 looked for justice, but
behold oppression; for righteousness,
but, behold, a cry. Rather, may we 80
live, love, and serve—so preach, pray,
and work that all men and nationa shall
claim whth the heart as well as the
head the words of the Savior when He
sald, “Peace I leave wilh you; my peace
I give unto you.”

MONOPOLY PROPAGANDA

Have you noticed big full-page eds
in your papers published by the A. & P.
grocery chaln or the large nation-wide
baking syndicates? Both of these trade
groups are on the hot spot with the Gov-
ernment, having been charged with
monopolistic unfeir trade practices or
cheating the public. The Dept. of Justice
has cracked down on the grocery chaln
for their practice of forcing menufac-
turers to give them preferred rstes over
the other buyers with the threat of with-
drawing A. & P. wholesale purchases,
if the producers don't comply. After
rlling the huge A. & P. orders for a few
years, & manufacturer often finds Jrim-
self dependent upon the A. & P. business,
The Qovernment is showing In court
how the A. & P. used this power to force
special concesslons and to undermine the
price position of thelr compelitors. The
A. & P. bas also been charged wlih
using the same lactics on shippers. It
is aiso a malter of court record In pre-
vigus Goverr t cases inst A, & P.
that the grocery chain quite generally
undercut prices as they opened a new
refall store until they had elther forced
their competitors out of business or had
established themselves in a dominant
positlon In the community, Thls ac-
complished, they returned to normal
prolit-taking price levels. WIith the
profils trom thousands of slores to back
such A. & P. tactics, the Independent
merchant doesn't have a chance. The
A. & P. propaganda ads try to make it
appear that the chaln jg being perse-
cuted by the Government. But the
Department of Justice has issued num-

ous slatements indicaling thal ln such
anti-trust suita the indietments origl-
nate from widespread complaints, filed
by independent business men whose own
livelihood has been threalened or de-
stroyed by monopolistic and unfair com-~
petition. Those secilons of press and
radla who work hand-ln-glove with the
large monopolies seldom allow this fact
Lo reach the public. The A. & P. defense
line 8 that they are the frlend of the
housewife. “Do you want higher prices?”
{hey ask in thelr ads,—then they proceed

‘h
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1o take credit to themselves for the
whole comparatively low-price struc-
ture of American mass production] No
mention ia made in the ads of the real
issues involved In the Government’s
indictment.

—Between The Lines

.
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AN OLD PROBLEM

The race problem is as old a3 mankind.
It ‘began as soon ws there were differ-
ences in economic status, feelings of In-
security, or rivalry between nelghboring
groups.

The ancient Egyptlans were race con-
scious and In their painting always plc-
tured akins In conventionalized color,
choosing red for themselves,

The Greeks called any oulalders “bar-
barlans;” the Romans warned ageinst
obtajning siaves from Briteln because
“they are stupld and utlerly incapsble
of being taught.”

In the Middle Ages people Blayed uat
hom¢ and imagined from myths and
travelers’ tales that the rest of the world
was inhabited by strange monsters.

An early missionary in Korea reported
seeing a sign posi with the inscriptlon:
"1f you see a stranger, kill him.”

Since that time, we have come & long
way in human relatonships. Just as
technology has progressed more in the
last fifty years than In all the earlier
history of mankind, g0 we hope the
years jusi ahead may bring an equal
amount of progress in our abillty as
peoples of the earth to live well together.

———

We live at a time when ’Rny one who
advocales peace is likely to be thought
a communist and a dangerous radical.

—President R. M. Hutchins.

Charlea Lamb once remarked to a
frlend “See that man across the street?
Well, I hate him.”

“But you don't even know him" re-
plied his frlend. /

"“That's why 1 hale him" said Lamb.

There would be much less hete and
bitterness in our day if we knew “the
man scross the street” a llttle betler.




