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FAITH, FREEDOM AND LOVE

Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon, for many
years & member of the Boclal Service
Commisslen and for the past six years
Ita chalrman, has here presenisd 2
poinied and significant message for
Sounthern BapVisis In this hour.

“Ye are all sons of Geod, through fatth,
in Jesus Christ . . . Ye, brethren, were
called for freedom, only use not your
freecdom for an occasion to the flesh,
but through love be scrvants one to an-
other” (Galatians 3:28; 5:13).

These verses {rom Galatians contain
three words which we Baptists ought
10 cherish with an ever fresh and fervent
devotion: faith, freedom and love. They
were spoken by Paul in a situation not
ailtogether dissimilar from our own. In
the Galatian churches and in others,
strong and dangerous tensions were
drawn. Matlers on which they differed
had bedome hones of contentlion. Some
of them were very serlous, siriking at
ithe very root of the gospel. Emotions
were being whipped up, attitudes were
crystailizing that threatened to desiroy
fellowship and bring confusion inlo the
Christian lestimony.

This, Paul saw. What should he do?
Keep out of it and consent te lelling
circumcision and eating meal become
the criteria of salvation and Christian
tellowship? Should he join one group
and denounce all who practiced circurp-
cigion and observed laws of clean-un-
clean as participatingyin a discredited
religious tradition? Or, should he join
another group and declare those prac-
tices to be tests of fellowship? He did
none of these things. He simply called
upon the Galatians to look squarely at
their Christian experience and to bring
. into the prescnt siluation what ihey
found there. He spoke to them about
faith and freedom and fraternal love.

These words I bring for our fresh con-
sideration as Bapftists loday. They are
our words. They run through every
progressive chapler of our history. They
have been a three-ply cord not easily
broken, binding ua together as one
people and girding us with pewer in our
world lask. Only when we have let
one or anoilher of them slip have our
ranks been broken and our strengilh

dissipated. This is the lestimony of our
experience here in our own land. We
have increased from a small band of
ruther degpised believers to & host count-
ed in millions. And we have done it be-
cause along our rugged road, not com-
plelely and not without controversy but,
prevailingly, we have held on to our
faith and our freedom in a spirit of
fraternal love,

We have held on to faith, We have
been a company of believers. Our {aith
has been in Jesus Christ as our one Lord
and only Saviour. Not In sacraments,
or ordinances or ordefs; not in creeds,
or courts, or codes; not in churches or
rituals, but in Jesus Christ Is our sal-
vation, and that by personal faith, For
the materials and forms of faith we have
held by the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testamenls, resorting Lo divine rev-
elalion and not to speculative human
philosophy, to facts revealed in history
and not to logical inferences, to find the
truth of God and his ways among men.
We have faced forward with Christ In
our hearts, the hope of salvation, and
God's book in our hands, the light for
our way.

We have held on to freedom, the free-
dom of the individual fo hold, t8 exercise
and lo formulate his faith freely. When
the Roman Catholic hierarchy imposed
an autheritative interpretation of the
Scriptures, our forefathers chose to be
numbered among the heretics, as also
when the church was substituted for the
unmediated saviorhood of Christ and
the sacramenis for fellowship through
personal faith. For the principle of
freedom of faith and expression we have
in all our history been willing to suffer.
Neither church nor state must interfere
with that, for to surrender our freedom
or Lo deny f{reedom te another is to sell
our birthright, to forsake our God-given
inheritance.

In this claim of freedom two things
have happened. (1} We have Iound
ourselves in agreement uvpon a central
core of basic beliefs which identify us
as Baptisls and draw us together in
voluntary associatién in the churches—
those great doctrines of grace which
Baplist confessions of fajth express in
common. 2) At the same time our

freedom has resulted in a broad area
of differences in joterpretation of the
Scriptures and history. It is well known
among us that Baptists have never had
a creed adhered to by all. Any group
of Baptists has been free -to make a
creed of its own, but none has succeeded,
and only rarely tried, to impose its en-
tire statement upon others. The only
ecclesiastical aulhority we have among
us is the local church, and every local
church has egual freedom. For this
reason, there is no authoritative Baptist
creed, and cannot be. General confes-
sions of faith and confessions of local
churches differ from one another. These
differences have appeared In matters
of theological interpretation, eccleslas-
tical practice and eschatological hape.
It was this characteristic of Baptists
that Dr. C. S. Gardner had in mind
when, in reply to a student’s question,
“What is a Baptist?” he said, “It depends
on where one lives.” We have never
had complete uniformity and have al-
ways vigorously opposed Acts of Uni-
formlty from without or within.

So we Daptisls have lived together
and grown. Without unitormlity of or-
ganization, without theological eccleslas-
tical law we have in all our history dis-
played a cohesiveness and cooperative
strength that have amazed others. Faith
and treedom have worked together in
a marvelous history. What has made it
possible?

Here our third word comes in. In fra-
ternal love we have the answer. At any
time faith operating alone might have
become so absolute in form, so dogmatic
in certainty as to demend conformity
and uniformity within strictly defined
limitations. At any time freedom
operating alone might have become so
powertul a centrifugal force as to make
cooperation impossible. We might In a
splrit of independence have remalned
scattered, Isolated local churches, shorn
of the power that has made our faith
heard as an emancipated gospel around
the worid. But, thanks be unto God,
there has been a third thing: brotherly
love, B senze of belonging together in
faith and a faith and freedom, a spirit
which has magnified our pasic agree-

{Continued on Page 3)
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MASS MURDER

Klilling one man is murder, killing a
million (s not, but now GENOCIDE iz on
the way owut, thanks to the United Na-
tons . .. if you do your part.

For two thousand years the decent
people ot the world have been looking
for & law to ban that foulest of all crimes
—the butchery of entire groupa of hu-
man belngs, for no other resson than
race, natlonality or religious beliefs. It
is 8 truglc paradox that, although the
murder of an Indlvidual is forbldden in
even the most primitive societizs, there
has never been a law against the ex-
terminailon of a whole population.

When the ancient Roman conquerors
wiped the civilization of Carthage from
the face of the earth, there was need for
such a law,

When Nero sent thousands of early
Christians to the lions and the stake,
there was no lew under which the vic-
tims could claim protection-—no au-
thority to deter the tyrant from indul-
gence in sadistic pastime,

Throughout the centuries civilization
has been degraded by repeated putbursis
of bestiality. The pazes\)( histopy are
stained with the slaughter ef tens of
thousands, hundreds of thousands,
millions . . .

And there was never a law to re-
strain unbridled tyranny . . .

When the Teutonle knights extermi-
nated entire Slavic communities—
THERE WAS NO LAW AGAINST IT.

When the Ottoman Empire massacred
ocpne million, two hundred thousand
Armeniang during the first World War—
THERE WAS NO LAW AGAINST IT.

When the Nazis destroyed six million
Jews and #wvo and a half million Poles—
THERE WAS NO LAW AGAINST IT.

When, in 1947, over a million Moslems
and Hindus were slaughtered in a mu-
tual attempt at extermination~THERE
WAS NO LAW AGAINST IT.

But today—thanks to the Unlted Na-
tlons—alaw ls being forged to prevent
such deeds of horror tor all time to come.

What the UN Has Done
A Convention on Preventlon and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
wag unanimously passed by the General
Assembly on Decembey 9, 1048, largely
*due to the vigorous support given the
measure by sthe United States. It not
only pronounces genocide 8 crime under
international law which every nation
must prevent, but it also specifies that
the perpetrators of mass murder, wheth-
er public or private indlviduals, or the
heads of state, must be brought to justice

and punished for.thelr misdeeds.

‘What the Unlied States Muat Do

But, in order to be bimding, the Con-
vention, which is a multl-lateral treaty,
must be ratifled by at least twenty
countries.

It would have been most

fitting if the United States, as the fore-
most edvocate of international law and
order, had been the first country to
ratify. Unfortunately that opportunity
was lost. Ausiralls, Norway, Ethlopia,
Panama, Guatemala and Iceland have
elready pledged themselvea to cutlaw
genocide; othersa are on the way. If the
United States wag not among the first,
cerfainly she should not be among the
last,

President Trumen has submitted the
Conventlon to the Senate, with a mes-
sage urging ratiffcation. ‘ Public senti-
ment throughout the nation is over-
whelmingly in favor. We must not now
delay in insuring that the greatest
erime of all—genocide—is banished for-
ever from the face of the earth,

What YOU Can Do

Write to your Senators and to the
Hon. Brien McMahon, chalrman of the
Genocide Subcommittee of the Senate
Forelgn Relations Committee, Washing-
ton, D. C, TODAY. Inaist that the
Senate ratify the convention against
genocide at once!

TiME 1S RUNNING OUT

_— ==

RACE PREJUDICE—ITS
NATURE AND CURE

R. B. Eleater

The word “prejudice,” as we all know,
is a legal term mesning "prejudgment,”
or premature judgment. It ls as if a
jury should render & verdict before it
heg heard the evidence. In common use
It means an attitude or opinion based on
insufficient evidence, incomplete knowl-

Ydge, incorrect information, false res-

sonlng, fatllacious assumptlons, outwarn
tradition, rumor, suspiclon, groundless
fear. To understand and deal with it
effectively we need to take account of
three fundamental facts about its na-
ture and cure:

The first of these is the fact that
race prejudice is not fnherent; we are
not born with it. We acquire it—we
“cateh 1" as it were—from the con-
ditlons into which we are born and the
people who surrTound us.

This fact is distinctly encouraging, for
it is reazonable to believe that acquired
attitudes can be more easily controlled
or sheken off than those that are born
in us, as part of our very nature. Since
we get them by a process of education,
consciously or otherwise, so by slmilar

means they can be corrected or eradi- -

cated

A second fact of great importance ig
this: Race prejudice i not an gir plant,
prowing out of mothing. It s always
rooted in something believed ta be real.
Its roots are unsound, to be sure; that
ks what makes it prejudlce; nevertheless
they are always there.

This again suggests that education is

the only etfective meana of dealing with
race prejudice. There is no use in trying
to beat It down with sbuse or back it to
pleces with sharp words. That treat-
ment only tands to drive it in the
deepsr. Instead its rotten roots must be
skllifully digged out snd replaced by
solid facts out of which sound opinion
may grow, And that is in every senge
an educational process, requiring under-
standing, sympathy and tact.

Finally, we need to remember that
prejudice - & much more o mizfortune
then it & a vice, For the mast part
people are prejudiced not because they
are mean, but bechuse they are misled.
Thus a highly prejudiced person may
be at the same time perfectly honest
and well-meaning. The trouble is that
his mind has been clouded and hls attl-
tude warped. by miscanceptions and fal-
lacles. !

QOften this process begins in early in-
fancy, when the child unconsciously ab-
sarbs the opinions and attltudes into
which he is born. This is certainly
not his fault, but his misfortune, As
he grows older he is likely to continue
the victbm of environment, finding his
early attltudes confirmed by the mis-
conceptions, fallacies, fears and practices
amid which he lives.

That being 50, he needs to be shown,
not abused, just as a sick man needs
to be treated sclentifically, nat knocked
on the head. Only if somehow he can
be led to examine his attitudes calmly
in the light of the facts is there hope
of his release. And that again 13 &
matter of education, nat one of argument
and controversy, How much wasted
heat might be saved il we could only
remember that fact in &ll our discus-
sionsl

DRINKING AND DRIVING

The National Safety Council says “A
quantity of alcohol contained in an
ounce of whiskey or a bottle of beer is
suficient to lower the ability of the
driver or the pedestrian to use the street
safely.”

The United Sistes Fidelity and Guar-
anty Company of Butffalo, N. Y., goes
even further. It says, “The drinking
driver causes more accidents than the
drunken driver. It has been established
that within forty minutes after imbibing
three highballs, the efficiency of four
vital driving factors is reduced in the
following percentages: (1) concentratlon,
353 per cent; (2) caardinalion, 58 per
cent; (3) muscular reactions, 17 per
cent; selective reaction, 9.7 per cent.”

it Is not the drunken driver but the
drinking driver with one drink in him
that createa most of the highway prob-
Jlems,
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FASTH, FREEDOM AND LOVE
(Continmed frem Page 1)
ments and tolerated our differences,
that has agreed to disegree without mak-
ing our differences a teat of tellowship.

By the strength of thig threefold cord °

we have become & mighty host for a
time like this, a mere signiticant fact
than we may realize.

Two examples of whet I am saying

came to mind. The first-l3 a personal

experience. In the summer of 1618, I
went from my pastorate in North Caro-
lina o Fort Worth, Texas, for an inter-
view with Dr, B. H. Carroll concerning
an invitation which had been extended
to me t0 become a member of the faculty
ot the Southwestern Seminary, of which
he was the founder and president. Dr.
Carrcll was a man of strong convic-
tions, a conservative thinker, strict in
hig views and ready to defend them,
ready also to pass judgment upon con-
trary views. 1 expected, naturally, fo
have zome quesiions asked about my
views. In his library as we talked he
turned 1o & shel? of books end said
“These are my books on Inspiration,”"
and taking down a volume by Wm. San-
day he asked, “Have you read this
book?” When I answered that I had
he said, “I do not agree with all that
Sanday says but he certainly can write.”
Without further discussion he turned to
another shelf, saying, ‘“Thete are my
books on the millenium, 1 don't know
what you believe on that subject. I am
myself a very strong post-millenialist
but we Baptists agree 1o disagree on that
subject.”” And such wag the sphrit of
the entire conversation. What wos the
great Baptist saying to the young man?
It was this: Convinced that you are a
Baptiat, I trust you as an honest mind
and an earnest student of the Bible,
Come, study and teach, and don't worry
too much about conforming to my per-
sonal views about this and that.

That was thirty-seven years ago. The;
same spirit appears much earller In
other great men of our denomination.
Nearly a hundred years ago, meeting
to prepare for the establishment of what
is now the Southern Baptist Seminary
B group of Baptist leaders were con-
gidering the need for articles of faith to
guide and safeguard the teachings in
the new zeminary. Immediately they
faced the facta of agreement and dif-
ferences among Baptists. Should they
write a statement representing the faith
of that educational conventfon or that
committee? Or, should they write 8
statement that would contaln those
things in which there was general agree-
ment among Baptists, and omit matters
on which there was known disagree-
ment. Their answer was these rules
which they adopted: “The abastract of
principles must be: 1. A complete ex-
hibition of the fundamental doctrines of

-

grace, so that in no essentisl particular

should they speak dubiously; 2. They
should epeak out clearly and distinctly
&8 to the practices univergally prevalent
among us; 3. Upon no point, upon which
the denomination is divided, should the
(Educational) Convention, and through
it, the Seminary, take any position.” So
the seminary was established to serve
all Baptists, expressing in principle snd
practice the faith, the freedom and the
fellowship of fraternal love that have
been our common bond.

It ig for the cherishing of that spirit,
that sense of kinship In faith and free-
dom, that we need to set ourselves in this
ctitical hour of the world’s life, The
trend of the time is strongly in another
direction, discounting individualism,
freedom and voluntarism. Many forces
would move us toward centralized con-
trols and regimented uniformity. In
such a day when political democracies,
like our own, feel compelled for secur-
ity's sake to abandon democratic faith
and democratic processes we must ¢ling
with Intense conviction to the principles
of personal responsibility, personal free-
dom, and fraternal love. We shall be
tempted {0 abandon them. We shall be
tempied to “build close-drawn fences
about our freedom, to condense our Bible
into authoritative creeds, to convert our
conventions from cooperative assoclations
into ecclesiastical bodies with authority
to force uniformity upon the churches.
To yleld to that temptation would be to
yleld to the spirit of the age, and forget
our history and the genius of our fellow-
ghip, Surely that cannot be our choice.
We must adhere to the essential nature
and genius of the faith of Jesug Christ
and of the gospel we have in him, We
must lsten to Paul's admonition. We
must remember our history. must
invake the basic spirit of our fellowship.
We shall save our name and preserve
our greatness only as we adhere to the
things that have made us great, and keep
them strong in this critical hour for &
world 8o sorely stricken and confused,

—_———
ATTENTION UNITED STATES
BEEWER'S FOUNDATION

Here {8 one picture that your artists
overlocked in their deplction of “home
life in America” where, as you claim,
“beer belongs.”

In Hyattsville, Maryland, the parents
of four children were charged with de-
linquency in failing to provide food for
their children. The police ftound
conditions in the home like a “pigsty.”
The kitchen gink contained beer cams.
The children were suffering from hun-
ger. There was no food or heat, Two
boys, 7 and 8 were sleeping in soiled
clothing on a mattress on the floor, and
a J year old girl and 16 months old boy,
in solled clothing, on a bed in the same
room.

NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE

Mamachusetts: Fight is underway to
repeal state law allowing use of public
funds for the transportation for public
and parochial schools. Spurred by
League Opposed to Sectarian Appropria-
tion, 20,660 persons signed petitions to
place repewler on next electlon ballot.

Ilnols: Faced with loag of $877,089 in
state aid, East St. Louis Board of Edu-
cation has ended B85-year-old policy of
segregating races in public schoolg. New
ruling forbids allotment of state money
to school districts practicing racial dis-
crimination.

Misslseippl: Jones County Circuit
Court dismissed case aginst Davis Knight
convicted of allieged miscegenation de-
splte “overwhelming weight of the evi-
dence” to the contrary., State Supreme
Court so slated In reversing verdict on
grounds attorney general failed to prove
Knight had at least one-elghth Negro
blood.,

Pennsylvania: Stirred by public critl-
cism, Lafayette College trustees have
turned down a $140,000 bequeat that
could have provided scholarships it
money were not used for Jewish or
Cathollc students. College had first
intended to place money in general en-
dowment fund, where discriminatory ban
would not have been in effect, but later
rejected entire bequest, Jeft by late dip-
lomat, Frederick ¥. T. Dumont.

New York: Through pressure of 1948
state Education Practices Act, program
to end discerimination in admirsions to
colleges and universities has micceeded,
says Dr. William J. Wallin, chancellor of
Board of Regents. Nearly every non-
denominational institution of higher
learning has dropped from student ap-
plication blanks questions dealing with
race, color or religion . . . New York
City police were Ingtructed in new man-~
ual to show no favoritism in dealing
with raclal or religious problems.

Alsbama: The city of Blrmingham,

Alpbama, recently passed an ordinance
which makes it 8 misdemeanor for Ne-
groes or whitez “to move into, for the
purpose of establishing & permanent
reaidence, or, having moved into, to
continue to reside in an area in the City
of Birmingham generally and historical-
1y recognized at the tlme as &n area for
occupancy by members” of the other
race.
City Attorney J. H. Willis warned the
city thet if & colored person flled a suit
in the U. 8. District Court opposing the
ordinance the ordinance would be de-
clared unconstitutional.

That there may be anticipated an early
challenge of the Birmipgham ordinance
is suggested by the fact that while
Negroes comprise 48% of the city's
population, the zoning ordimence only
allots to them 16% of the city’s 52 equare
mile Hving space.
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DEAR SENATOR . . .

Here is the sort of letter that “‘packs
8 punch” calculated to make any man
in public office eit up and take notice.
It was written in response to the eug-
gestion from the office of this Com-
mission that people write their Senators
in Washington urging support of the
Langer Bill {S 1847).
“Dear Sir:

Excuse this paper.
from one of my elght children, Yes,
seven aré in school. 1 send them as
regularly as possible, sometimes doing
the family wash on Saturday so I don't
need to keep any of them home to help
during the week. ’

“I'm right proud of those youngsters
growing tall and siraight, sparkling
eyes and zest for all the things before
them in lite.

“I'm -careful about cooking the best
toods for them, watching vitamina and
seeing that they gel plenty of milk. I've
tried to impress on their lit{le minds
to take proper care of their bodies so
that they will have health to enable
them to perform whatever task God
would have for them when they grow
up, .y

“Yes, I am a Christian and I know
above all that God re€Ny helps thoae
who help themselves. He is my strength
and in His name 1 am writing you about
the Langer BIN (S 1847). If passed,
it would take all those enticing ads out
of the magazines my youngsters read.
They are distasteful to me also. They
try to tear down what I have tried to
build up in my children's characters.
Atcording to those ads you just don’t
live unless you drink, How wrong they
are.

I borrowed it

“Please let me know how you stand o

on this bill and how you will vote on
it in itg present form.
‘“FRank you and I pray God may
guide you in all these matters,
Mrs. R o _ B___
Note: Have you written your Senator
about this bill?

HER NAME I8 MARY
Katherine Parker Freeman
1933

Her name iz Mary. I don't remember
her last neme. It doesn’'t make any
difference, gshe is just our servant. She
i8 a young wuman—married, I guess,
because she has some children. She
seemg to be rather intelligent, and is
clean snd mannerly. Really we sre
rather lucky to have her because I can
trugt her and she knows how to work
and knows her place and s always
respectful. Lucky, too, to get her for
$5.00 a week, with servants so scarce
and so high. ‘

1943

We have decided to call the Negro
women who come to our interracial
meetingas by the same title we do the
white women; that is, Mrs. Jones and
Miss Smith. And, well—Mary is one
of our group! But now I will have to
call her Mrs, Jones. You see I have
learned her last name. And since 1
don't meet her as 8 servant, but as a
fellow Christian, 1 am beginning to see
that she is a fine individual, with the
same impulses and joys and sorrows
and needs and hopes 1 have, Her
children are in college too, doing well.
She is as poised and thoughitful as any
of the white women. 1 am beginning
more and more to forget the color dis-
tinctions in that group. With our eyes
closed in prayer we don't know whether
the face of the one praying is black or
white, unless we recognize the voice.
And how at home they seem praying!
They really talk to God. I am glad to be
able to stop calling her Mary, and
call her Mrs. Jones, as befits her dignity
and womanliness.

1948
How I have chapged, First she was
Mary, called that 1o indicatle that she
was my subordinate, and inferior, my
servant o do my bidding. It kept her
“in her place”” I have found since,
that she didn’t belong in the servant

SURVEY SHOWSE SERIOUS
SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS,
SCHOOL BUILDINGS

There iz a serious shortage of both
teachers and buildings in public school
systems throughout the country, & sur-
vey just completed by Natl, Education
Association showa.

Four major findings of the report
are:

1. About 90,000 teachers, or one in
10, hold emergency or temporary cer-
tificates.

2. In 45 of the 48 states there s a
“congiderable” or “very large” shortage
of rufal elementery teachers. Thirty~
seven states have similar shortages in
the cities, F

3. In more than half the stales there
is a “very large” shortage for city ele-
mentary schools. There is a similer
shortage for rural schools in one-fourth
of the states,

4. Average teacher’s salary this year
is $2,985, which has a pre-war pur-
chasing power of $1,760.

Things are a little better than last
year, though, because of “strenuous ef-
forts by state legislatures, local school
boards, organized teachers, and the
publle” the survey reveals. It concludes
that “much remains to be done.”

—CIO News

class, but under financial stress was
big enough 1o be willing to be a servant.
Then 1 grew to see that she was worthy
of the dignified simple title. And so
she became Mrs. Jones.

But since we have been in commitiee
meetings and in group meetings these
last three years, we have become friends.
We write to each other when separvated.
She is Mary again. But what a dif-
ference in the content of the name. Now,
it is the first name because of under-
standing friendship.

Once again her name is Mary.

~—By permission
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