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The Scope of the Study

This is a study of 1542 Negro homes 
in 12 Counties of 570 Negro churches 
in 17 counties in the rural South. Each 
one of these 1542 homes was visited 
and data were secured regarding the 
various members of the family, their 
standard of living, their methods of 
farming, the social organizations to 
which they belonged and their church 
relationships and activities. The. 570 
churches were also visited, and their 
pastors and officers were interviewed. A 
check sheet of eleven pages of informa
tion was secured regarding each church 
and parish.

The area covered in the survey in- 
cludedthe following counties: Jefferson 
and Lincoln Counties in Arkansas; Hay
wood, Hardeman and Davison in Tennes
see; Panola, Hinds and Madison in 
Mississippi; Bibb and Macon in Ala
bama; Walton, Newton and part of 
Carroll in Georgia; Marion in Florida; 
Wake and Rowan in North Carolina; 
and Essex County in Virginia.

The Houses
The average home of the farm owners 

has 5.1 rooms while the tenant house 
has only 3.8 rooms. One-third of the 
houses of owners and two-thirds of the 
houses of tenants are unpainted. A few 
more are screened than painted. Two- 
thirds to three-fourths of the toilets are 
unsanitary. The federal government has 
done a good job of providing electricity, 
with no racial discrimination. The av
erage home has only 18 books, but 
magazines and periodicals are found in 
two-thirds of the homes of owners and 
in one-third of the tenant homes.

The Families ,
The rural Negro family is producing 

more future citizens for America than 
the average white family. The average 
farm owner had completed 7,9 grades of 
school, the average tenant had com
pleted 5.3 grades. The Negro child has 
poorer school buildings, poorer teachers,

BRETHREN
shorter terms and is usually not pro
vided with transportation facilities such 
as school busses to consolidated schools.

Community Organizations
Home Demonstration Clubs are pro

moted by government-sponsored Home 
Agents. In the 13 Southern states there 
are 1301 counties and 1111 home demon
stration agents for whites but only 357 
colored home demonstration agents. In 
only 27.4 per cent of the counties do 
the Negro women have this important 
government help, and 22.7 per cent of 
the Negro women included in this study 
belong to these clubs.

With the permission of Dr. 
Ralph A. Felton we have printed 
here the summary which is to be 
found at the end of each chapter 
of THESE MY BRETHREN. These 
summaries are brief, yet informa
tive. If you are interested in get
ting the whole picture, may we 
suggest that you order the book
let from our office or from your 
own book store. Send 40c in coin 
or stamps to:

Social Service Commision 
2825 Lexington Road 
Louisville 6, Ky.

The same situation exists regarding 
the 4-H Clubs. The white boys and girls 
in the Southern States have 58 state and 
district leaders for such work while the 
colored youth have only 8 or one-seventh 
as much government assistance.

The Negro farmer needs the help of 
a county agricultural agent as much or 
more than the white farmers, but there 
are only 357 Negro agents while there 
are 2143 white agents and assistant 
agents in the South, or one to six. The 
lack of funds is given as an excuse for 
this condition. But in addition to the 
1279 white county agents there are 864 
more white assistant agents. In other 
words the 13 Southern States employ 
twice as many white assistants as colored 
agents. These figures are of June 30, 
1949.

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
Most studies show that a larger per

centage of Negroes than whites are mem

bers of church. But their attendance is 
not as good. Distances and lack of 
transportation facilities hinder. This 
problem is being met in some instances 
by the church bus. Only half of them 
attend Sunday School and 13.9 per cent 
have no church in their. community to 
attend. The activities are limited. They 
attend church, go to revivals, "get re
ligion,” and pay the preacher, but their 
pastoral leadership is not trained to in
terpret religion in terms of 'daily living. 
The training of a new type of Negro 
minister is the big task before the 
American church today.

The Churches
Negro churches are being organized 

now about one-third as fast they were 
20 years ago. Because of the migration 
of people to the North and especially 
from one farm to . another, many 
churches are suffering losses. No church 
leaders yet have developed a technique 
for federating or uniting Negro churches, 
but the splitting of congregations con
tinues. Nearly two-thirds of the 570 
churches studied were in the open 
country and 88.1 per cent were rural. 
Although the Negro population in the 
South is showing a normal growth, yet 
9.6 per cent more churches were de
creasing in membership than were grow
ing. This static or declining condition 
of Negro churches in the South is the 
major religious problem with which we 
are confronted today.

One-third of the churches have 
preaching services once a month. The 
most common pattern is twice a month. 
Twice as many services are held Sunday 
morning as are held Sunday evening. 
The average attendance Sunday morning 
was 80.9 or 66.7 per cent of the size of 
the membership, for Sunday evening 
it was 56.7 or 46.8 per cent of- the size 
of the membership. In most Negro con
gregations every person present takes 
part in the singing and it seems to 
mean more to the worshippers than in 
the average white congregation. Be
cause of a lack of hymnals the Negroes 
use the "spiritual” technique where the 
leader gives a line and the congregation 
repeats it after him—and thus the sing
ing is mostly from memory. Seven 
churches per county had no hymnals 
at all, and the other churches south of 
Virginia average from 4 to 15 per 
church. In the average Sunday; school
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2 women and 1 man teach the 31 pupils 
present.

Pastors '
Only 3.9 per cent ot the 454 Negro 

pastors visited received the full amount 
of training/ considered necessary for 
ministers in America. The average 
Negro pastor finished the ninth grade 
in school. Many Negro colleges and 
seminaries are supplementing the train
ing of pastors by offering courses for 
in-sertice ministers.

Over half the pastors visited wgre over 
50 years of age. They have served 
three-fourths of their ministerial life, 
which points clearly to an acute need 
for recruiting many more young men for 
the ministry.

The average pastor spent 10 years in./ 
some other occupation before the Lord 
called him into the ministry or rather 
before he accepted the Call. Over half 
of these men, 58.3 per cent, were farmers 
which should give them a point of con
tact with their rural churches. Farming 
is their main background, 62.6 per cent 
were reared on farms. This should help 
them, owing to the fact that 88.1 per 
cent of their churches are rural A

One-third of the Negro pastors are 
serving only one church and only 62 
per cent are resident ministers.

Their average annual salary received 
from all their churches was 3786.02 and 
the average layman paid 27 cents a 
month on salary.

To solve-the problems and help meet 
the needs which have been evident in 
thii survey several schools in the South 
have recently established new Rural 
Church Departments for the training of 
Negro Ministers. Some of these schools 
are theological seminaries. In other 
cases thp. rural church courses have been 
madEa part of the Department of Re
ligion of a church-related college. In 
some states there is a “Director of Ex
tension” for conducting classes for in
service pastors and laymen. Every 
school ^pd every worker in this pro
gram has a five-fold program: (1) re
cruits men for the ministry, (2) trains 
ministerial students, (3) conducts ex
tension classes in various centers over 
the State for men now in the pastorate,
(4) holds institutes or short courses of 
from one to three weeks at the church- 
related colleges and at state schools,
(5) conducts^evening schools, arid (6) 
promotes ‘Community work shops” at 
some rural church to help build a par
sonage or church or make some local im
provement in equipment or in methods.

This new training program has been 
in operation for only five years. During, 
that time the number of ministerial stu
dent* have been more than doubled. 
Over a thousand in-service pastors and 
many laymen have been given additional

training each year. The Baptist Con
vention in some states is making a direct 
contribution to employ a Negro teacher 
to help with such training in some of 
the Baptist Negro colleges.

P^nureh Buildings
Frotn/1860 to 1920 the organization 

of Negro churches went forward at a 
steady pace. The last 20 years the rate 
has suddenly declined. But new build
ings are steadily being constructed and 
new* additions built on to old churches.

The largest number of churches fall 
in the $1001 to $2000 class as to value. 
Over half the churches are valued at 
less than $3000.

Three churches out of 4 have only one 
room and 87 per cent are frame build
ings, which seat about 200 people. In 
86 per cent of the cases the church 
grounds have not been landscaped.

The total picture of the 570 church 
buildings shows that much improve
ment is needed. Two out of 5 are in 
need of repair. Half of them need 
painting. One out of 5 have a roof that 
leaks.

Church Finance*
The average per capita gift among 

the 570 churches studied was $9.00 or 
37.9 per cent of the gift of the average 
American church member. Of this, only 
$1.35 went “for others” which is one- 
fourth of what the average church mem
ber gives. The Negro farmer’s gross in
come was 41.2 per cent of the Southern 
white farmer’s. His gift to the church 
was only 37.9 per cent of the National 
average. Contrary to the general opinion, 
the Negro is not a large giver to the 
church.

One reason for the small annual con
tribution may be that most of the money 
given goes for the pastor’s salary, and 
the giver may feel that his absentee 
pastor who comes to his church twice a 
month and spends only 2 days per month 
in the parish other than Sundays does 
not earn any more than the $786.02 
annual salary which is paid him. Of 
course if twice this much were given, 
there might be a full-time resident 
pastor.

The Community
When this survey was planned, this 

last chapter was given to a study of 
"community work” in the parish. The 
phrase “community outreach” was the 
last section. Soon it was discovered that 
these Negroes had no community. Their 
church has no parish-unit, only an area 
over which their homes are scattered 
and from which their members come. 
His community facilities are not under 
the Negro’s control. He can’t vote out 
taverns nor vote in good roads. He 
can’t locate his health nor educational 
facilities.

This all leads to the one conclusion, 
that the Negro's future progress depends

upon the cooperation between the white 
and the colored people, of each com
munity, and of each county. -

Signs of Progress
In this survey we set out to get an 

accurate picture. It is not a bright one. 
But there are evidences of improvement. 
To some it may seem like a dark valley. 
We must not stop here. The data In the 
preceding pages should challenge us. It 
should suggest ways for us to go to work.

In this last chapter the trend toward 
improvement is suggested, some signs of 
progress will be given.

The Negro homes are rapidly lighting 
up. The percentage of the homes of 
farm owners having electricity equals 
the nation’s farm average. One Metho
dist layman who manages a plantation 
in Georgia installed 23 of his tenant 
houses with electricity In one year. This 
increased use of electricity is a result of 
local and federal cooperation.

Some progressive newspapers in the 
South are taking the lead in demanding 
justice for Negroes in the courts, equal 
opportunities in education, adequate 
police protection, and many other oppor
tunities for improvement. An increasing 
number of southern papers are adding 
to their columns, news of Negro life. 
About two-thirds of the Negro farm 
owners and over one-third of the tenants < 
subscribe to these papers.

It was pointed out in this survey that 
the children in these homes who have 
completed their schooling are two grades 
ahead of their parents. In each southern 
state there is a Department of Negro 
Education in the state school office. The 
men in charge of these departments are 
giving their lives to improving Negro 
education. The new huge, well-equipped 
consolidated schools for colored youth 
one often sees today in the South are 
partly the result of the untiring work 
of these great Christian laymen. One 
is tempted to mention the names of some 
of them but they would not want it so. 
They have “come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this.”

In the first five chapters of this study 
we have dealt with the farm owners 
and the tenants separately. Even a casual 
reading of thosfe pages shows that the 
owner has security of residence, the 
tenant has a one-year oral lease and no 
security. The owner has twice as many 
work ahimals, beef cattle, dairy cows, 
hogs, automobiles, and fruit trees as the 
tenant family. The facts in this survey 
point clearly to the need for farm own
ership.

The Farmer’s Home Administration is 
helping many of these tenants own a 
farm. The sharecropper who feels he 
is “the bottom rail on the fence" Is being 
given an opportunity by this federal 
agency to have his own farm, and "sit 
every man under his vine and under his
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fig-tree; and none shall make them 
afraid.” ' ■

The fact that nearly half of the farm
ers ^Btcluded in this survey practice 
contour cultivation and that over three- 
fourths of them use commercial fertilizer 
is a most encouraging situation. But this 
did not'just happen. Each state and 
each county or district has a soil con
servationist. Regardless of the criticism 
of disappointed politicians, these men are 
not simply "federal job holders.” They 
are out each day making soil surveys 
and farm plans. One of these district 
soil conservationists in North Carolina 
is chairman of the board of deacons in 
his 'church. He and his pastor work 
together in pointing out a better way of 
life to the 590 members of that rural 
church. It so happens that each one of 
the eight state soil conservationists in 
the southeastern states is an active lay
man either in the Methodist or Baptist 
churches. The supervisor for he south
eastern states teaches his adult Sunday 
school class with as much concern on 
Sunday morning as he studies new le
gumes or cover crops on Monday. He 
was a lay member of the committee 
which planned the big National Con
vocation of the Methodist Town and 
Country Churches held at Lincoln, 
Nebraska in 1947. We must look to 
churchmen like these to help improve 
the farms and the family incomes of the 
Negroes of the Rural South.

-------- o--------
ONE. ITEM THE NEWSPAPERS 

DID NOT PRINT “MEN OF DISTINCTION”
The manufacturers of cigarettes spend 

many millions of dollars in newspapers 
and magazine advertising every year. 
Therefore it is quite natural that this 
item will not get to the American public 
through their columns.

The Federal. Trade Commission has 
just completed an intensive study of the 
effects of cigarette smoking. The find
ings, as published in UNITED STATES 
NEWS and WORLD REPORT (April 14, 
1950, pp. 21-22) points out, among othef 
facts, the following:

"Smoke from a cigarette is found to 
contain carbon dioxide, carbon mon
oxide, (a poison), nicotine (another 
poison), amonia, tars, resins and formic 
acid . . . there is little difference among 
brands in regard to nicotine, tar or resin 
content.

“The only physiological effect cigar
ette smoking can have upon digestion, 
if it has any at all, is harmful . . . One 
cannot smoke as many cigarettes as he 
likes and keep in athletic condition be
cause of; the apparent adverse action 
upon the endurance and energy.”

The FTC has ordered the makers of 
Camels and Old Golds not to advertize 
that cigarettes are ‘easy on the throat,” 
soothing to the nerves or less harmful 

By James C. Furman, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer., United 

Dry Forces of Tennessee, Inc.

The makers of a certain brand of 
whiskey say that “men of distinction” 
drink their whiskey. It’s all according 
to how you look at it, I guess. Any
way, it might be profitable to quote 
some men, whom I believe all of us 
would agree are distinguished. The 
names of some have lived for genera
tions; others have lived in our time; still 
others are now living.

General Robert E. Lee, when offered 
some old blackberry wine, by a woman 
of Virginia, said “I thank you . . . but 
I never drink even wine.”

David Lloyd George, British leader in 
World War I, said “We are fighting 
Germany, Austria and strong drink.”

Confederate General Stonewall Jack- 
son said “I never use liquor. ,X am 
more afraid of it than of Yankee bullets.” 

than other brands. Proceedings are 
pending against the makers of Lucky 
Strike, Pall Mall and Phillip Morris 
cigarettes. If the FTC gets its way no 
manufacturer can claim that cigarettes 
are good for smokers.

George Washington, first president of 
the United States, said “Rum is in
jurious to the morals of the people. If 
I could have my wish, it would not be 
to diminish but to annihilate the use of 
it from the United States.”

Dr. Robert V. Seliger, famous psy
chiatrist of the staff of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, Baltimore, said “I am con
vinced that heavy social drinkers ac
tually causes more trouble as a group— 
and this group numbers into the millions 
—than do the estimated 750,000 al
coholics.”

General U. S. Grant, one time presi
dent of the United States, said “There 
is no safety from ruin by liquor except 
by abstaining from it altogether.”

Thomas A. Edison said “I have better 
use for my brain than to poison it with 
alcohol. To put alcohol in the human 
brain is like putting sand in the bear
ings of an engine.”

Doak Walker, All American football 
player, said “One of my greatest satis
factions is the fact that I have always 
abstained from intoxicating beverages in 
any form.” ,

Charlie (Choo Choo) Justice, great 
tailback for North Carolina and All 
American for ’48 and *49, skid “I have
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never taken a drink of beer, liquor 
or wine. Since my sandlot football days 
I’ve .never played under a coach who 
tolerated drinking on the squad.”

Don Black, pitcher, Cleveland Indians, 
said “As far as drinking is concerned, 
I’d advise yodng people.not even to start. 
You never can tell who will be hit by 
alcoholism; it can happey to. anyone."

Hon. Joseph W. Martin, Jr., of Massa
chusetts, long a member of the United 
States . House of Representatives, said 
“I do not use alcoholic beverages or 
smoke.” ' *.

Dr. Charles Mayo, famous surgeon, 
said “We do not tolerate the obvious use 
of morphine or- cocaine or opium and 
we should not tolerate the use of intoxi
cating liquor.”

Henry Ford said ‘The world today 
needs men, not those whose mind? and 
will power have been weakened or de
stroyed by the desire and craving for 
alcohol and tobacco.”

Dr. Irving Fisher, Yale University, 
said 'A man who takes alcohol, in even 
a moderate degree, is harming himself 
physically, mentally, morally, and eco
nomically.” v.

Because he knows as much about Ute 
alcohol problem, alcoholics and alco
holism, as any man, as a result of having 
studied the problem and having worked 
with alcoholics for years, we again quote 
Dr. Rdbert V. Seliger, psychiatrist of 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore. Dr. 
Seliger has written a little book, the 
title of which is “It’s Smarter NOT to 
Drink.” In this book he says “Even 
moderate use of alcohol is potential 
TJ4.T. Medically, we certainly feel that 
it is smarter not to drink at all.”

What do you think?
Two Americans, portrayed in the “men 

of distinction” series of liquor ads, died 
in ISMUfeach being approximately fifty 
years of age. Heart trouble was given 
as the cause of these relatively early 
deaths. What do you think?

WARNING TO TEXANSI
Don’t write to the Institute of Public 

Affairs at the University of Texas in 
Austin unless you want to know the real 
facts about the situation in your state 
with respect to tuberculosis.

The H. E. Butt Foundation has fi
nanced a study that draws back the 
curtain on a grim and tragic picture. 
ADDRESS UNKNOWN is a twelve page 
pamphlet that will tell you what you can 
do at a citizen to improve the situation.

— -o--------
NEW PUBLICATION

CHALLENGES SEGREGATION

/ Drawing the line "... between segre
gation and justice; between segregattion 
arid Christianity; between segregation 
and itnegrity,” the latest pamphlet pub
lished by the Race Relations Department -v 
of the American Missionary Association 
squarely delimits the choices in the 
No. 1 issue facing us today.

SEGREGATION: A CHALLENGE TO 
DEMOCRACY, just off the press, un
ravels the thorny web of rules and cus
toms restricting Negro-white, Jewish- 
gentile, foreign-native born relations. 
No diatribe, this monograph incisively 
analyses and answers:

"1. Why is everybody talking about 
segregation?

2. What is it?
3. Why do we have it?
4. What is wrong with it?
5. What can we do about it?”

The author, a community worker in 
southern cities for many years, shows 
that segregation is not only southern but 
"All-American"—that "... even the 
rgajority member . . . finds himself tied 
hand and foot by it.” Her insight into 
history, economics and politics shatters 
the day-dream of “separate but equal.” 
The ledger doesn’t balance and we all 
foot the bill. "The deliberate holding 
apart and down of one-tenth of our

population means the lowering of mass 
purchasing power.” .

And the costs are more than monetary. 
There’s our country in a world of white 
minority—’‘Segregation is the Achilles 
heel of America in World Affairs.”—, 
the one-party system of the South, the 
waste in human resources.

Offering no cure-all, it underscores 
the broad, “big area of unused freedom 
that we may enter upon” for human pro
gress. Here is a giude to action useful 
to everyone—an individual or family, 
the church or schools, an employer or 
trade union. Under political action, the 
“policies to work for” are itemized; 
under court action, what “a successful 
suit requires;” under economic, what 
procedures by management, employees 
and customers will work; under educa
tion, what specific projects are available 
for formal or informal training and for 
the “experience of fellowship;” under 
religious, what the churches and church
men can do. “It is this which we can 
do and do now."

-------- o--------

LIQUOR ADS COME 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS

A friend of ours is more than a little 
amused by the notes one agency puts 
on liquor copy it sends to newspapers. 
These read:

"1. Sports page preferred.
"2. Copy must be kept away from 

other liquor advertising.
“3. Copy must be kept away from local 

cut-rate liquor advertising.
"4. Copy must be kept away from 

headache or stomach-distress advertis
ing.

“5. Copy must also be kept away from 
news items on Drunken Driving, Death 
Notices, Church Items, Anti-Liquor 
Articles, etc.”—Advertising Age.
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