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To a loyal and devoted Negro
congregation in Tulsa, Oklahoma, there
iz a peculiar and pungent significa.ce to
Jesug’' words, "1 will build my church
. . . and the gates of Hell shall not
prevail against il." To them these words
mean thst bigotry and race hatred are
impotent to thwart the growth of
Chriat's church. Better, they have dis-
covered that discouragementi and disap-
pointment are but incidental when one’s
talth is firmly fixed upon God.

This siory of the triumph of the M t
Zion Bapltist Church beging in the year
1921. In the late afiernoon of May 31,
the slanting rays of the setling sun fell
warm upon the growing young cily of
Tulsa. On the north slde, across the
railroad tracks, lay the Negro section of
town with its unpainied frame houses
and lis dusty, rutted streets. But glori-
tying the scene was a slriking new build-
ing, & church that towered above ihe
homes and streets and reilected all of
the pride and love 1hat its devoted mem-
bers felt tor it.

Prior 1o the flnal erection of the
building there had been anxious years
of planning. The congregation had man-
aged lo accumulaie $42,000; but the
building, as planned, would cost $62,000.
Just when [t seemed that the project
would have to be abandoned, because
there was not enough securlty for ihe
loan that was needed, a8 Jewish contrac-
tor eame forward with a loan of $50,-
000 to complete the bullding. He was
soon 1o see a demonstration of loyslly
that more than justifled ihe confldence
he had in these Negro friends.

Ohe Congrega tion‘
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The church went up, and it was the
pride of thehr lives, the fulfillment of a
long dream. Into it they had poured,
penny by penny, dime by dime, and
doltar by dollar, their meager savings.

Then tragedy struck. Across the rail-
road in the heart of the city Lwo angry
milling masses of men—one of whites
and the other of Negroes—gathered
aminously on oppaosile sldes of the jail.
A young Negro had been arresled. He
was docked with the “usual charge” for
which tynching was conaidered the
“quickest expression of jusilce.” For
(he moment there seemed to be no dlis-
position on the part of the whites to

determine the boy's gulll or Innocence—
“everyone” sald he was guilly, and,
after all, while womanhood had jo be
protected and avenged.

At tIrst, there were only verbal taunts

' and insulls belween the ever-enlarging

groups. Then a shot rang outl and all
restraint gave way as both mobs broke
and ran, the Negroes toward their homes,
the white men In hot pursult.

A holocaust of destruction waa leftl
in the wake of one of the woarst race
riots in the life aof our country. The
morning light broke upon the chaos of
blackened, smoulderihg ruins—and
among them the charred remsains of the
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Negro church. Whail had been only a
few hours before a magnllicent and
stately church was now nothing bul
shambies—iwiated steel, broken, bleck-
ened walls, charred pieces of timber
ond piles of sooly brick.

But the real Mount Zion Baptis
Church was fur from destreyed, because
In remlity it was actually In the h€ris
and souls of the men and women who
hod [oond a4 new way of life jn Chrisl.
Still shaken by the shock vl seelng not
only their church but most of their
homes and possessions desiroyéd by the
fire, and of Seeing friends and loved
ones shol down like animals by fRe
rioters us they had fled from flaming
houses, they gathered in the ruins to
take stock. The ohe thing on; which
they congratulated themselves was their
foresight In taking oul insurance,

But even this turned to ashes a few
days laier when they digcovered a clause
In the Insurance policy which read
... except by act of riol.,” 1t meant
that nol one ceni could be collecled.
Nat only was their investment a-total
loss, but the $50,000 mortgage atared
them in the face. 2

As though this were not enough, a
rumor Had spread through the city that
Mount Zion Church had been deliber-
siely burned because it was being used
by the Negroes aa an arsenal In which
they were storing guns and amunition
for & platined uprising. Pastor R A,
Whitaker went to some of the cily of-
fleials and demanded that they and a
group of white ministers come lo witness
the iask of clearing out the ruins. A
twenty-four hour watch was maintained
untll every shred of rumor was proven
fniss,/ "

Dazed and shocked by ithe experience
through which they had passed, the
members had in meke sone decision
concerning the fulure. White friends
advised them 1o file bankrupicy or
simpl$ dissolve the congregation and
joln other churbhes, By using either
plan they would not be required to pay
ihe mortgage.

Pastor Whitaker called his people to-
gether agaln. The unanimous vote was
not 1o lile bankruptey, but Lo pay the
sliaggering debt somehow snd by the
help of the Lord build another church.

The egtme congregation fell to work.
There was no expresslon of bilterness,
no desire for vengeance. ‘They gave
their evenings to the job, and ihe scene
of ruin was s00n a scene of singing
people bugy with wheelbarrows, picks,
shovels, hoes.

When Charles Page, & wealthy Tulsan,
heard of the decision of the people not
only to pay their debi bul 1o build a
larger church, he offeted 10 give them
the necessary bricks, But shorily afler
he had made the offer, Mr. Page died
and no written record of his .genercus
offer could be found.

Despite thila and a hundred other diz-
couragements, by the end of the year

the new plans were rdady for inspection.
W. S. Latimer and his brother, both
members of the church and both archi-
tects and gradusies of Tuskegee, hud
drawn the plans.

The new church was 1o be much
larger and more expensive than the
first, but i1 was what the pecple wanted.
Pastor Whitaker was often heard to say,
~The Devil tore our church down; ihe
Lord will help us build i1 bigger.”

For five years lhe minisier courage-
ously led his pecple in ‘the liquidation
of their debt. Thia they had 10 do belore
they could ever dream of starting the
new bullding. With the terrific burden
af responsibility, he soon broke under
the strain and was forced o resign as
pastor. Ta many in the church this was
a greater loss than the lire, because he
had been Lhe one who inspired them
from the beginning to plan to build. His
resignation ail but spelled total defeat
fo lhe struggling congregation.

Having assumed such a tremendous
burden of debt, they ofien fell behind
in payment of the interest. 1t became
more and more difficull to find a min-
ister who would cansider becoming their
pastor, Many discouraged members left
the church, pews were vacant and only
a fuithful few continued to struggle with
the heavy load.

On August 22, 1837, the Rev. J. H.
Dotson, a Mississipplan by birth, ac-
cepted the call 1o serve Mount Zion,
Looking nwore llke a football fullback
than & preacher, he broughi new hope
and confidence to ithe people. He had
accepted ihe call fully aware of the
disintegrating membership and the mort-
gage theti still burdened those who were
left. "Somehow 1.Just wanled to see if
1 could deo i1, with God's help,” he says.

Pastor [otson revealed his faith by
making his first mave one that put the
church deeper in debt’ He ordered
several hundred new metal chairs. Some
said they would never be pajd for be-
cause so few were attending the services
In the basemeni sanctuary. Bul altend-
unce increased until every chair in the
church was occupied. In six months,
fifty new members had been added and
$3,000 wes raised.

In 1942, -afier twenly-one years of
soul-trying struggle, the mortgage was
completely liquidated. It had been a
long and difticult road, bul God had led
His people from the wilderness and
chaos of that iragic day in 182t to the
glorious hour in which they were able
to say, "We are free of debt.”

Mr. Dotson reminded his people of the
plans that had been drawn up six
months after the fire, plans for a new
and more beautiful church. Were they
ready naw to build it? Indeed, they
were ready and eager,

The tinancial plan which Mr. Dotson
had established when he came to the
church was conlinued. Every member
was ex_pected to contribute to both the

“tal, homicidal or suicidal deaihs.

regular expenses of the chureh and to
the building fund.

A pay-as-you-go pian was wdopted

for the new buildlng. Sometimes the
contributions on Sunday would pay for
malerlal and labor for only two or three
days of work. But if that was al) it
would do, then the work stopped until
more money wag recelved,
» Today, il you should siand ut the
cornér of Elgin and Easton in North
Tulss, it would be difficult to imagine
the gloom, the dlsappointment, the dis-
couragement, and the fruatraiion that
now are forever in the past. You would
see a magnificent new church building—
stilf incomplete, but even In its un-
[inished state 8 monumen! to failh, a
memorial to the patience, honesty, for-
giveness, lolerence and brotherly love
of a noble band of Christians.

No man can stand in the shadow of
the Moaount Zjon Baptist Church end
preach the docirines of the race-balter.
No man can jndict its members with
the .eplthets *shiftless,”” *unreliable,"
“dishonest,” “‘vengeful.” The work of
loving hands, the devotion and loyally
of devout Christians, towers above and
overshadows lhe bltterness of the past.
Standing there, you somehow hear anew
the words of One who walked one duy*
in the midst of blgotry, intolerance and
brutal persecution but who, in the face
of it all, said: “I will build my church
and not even the powers of darkness
will ever be able lu overcome it."”

Reprinted from the Christlan Hersald,
Dec. 1550 by permission of ithe Edl(or.

ALCOHOL AND VIOLENT DEATH

In the March, 1850, WESTCHES-
TER MEDICAL BULLETIN, is &
remarkable report by Doctor David M.
Spaln, carrylng the head, “Sudden and
Unexpected Death in Westchester Coun-
ty.” It presents » remarkable plcture of
the intluence of atcohol in “Sudden and
Unexpected Deaths” in that cammunity,

In 1849, the Medical Examiners offlce
handled 490 cases with 340 autopsies.
Of the 490 cages, 68% involved acclden-
The
accidental cases are classified as automo-
bile mishaps and non-industrial accl-
denial dealhz of adults, aleochol wus an
important or respansible factor.

[n the other groups of accidental
deaths, those due to automabile mishaps,
we find 68 automobile falslitles (11
pedestrians, 57 passengers or drivers).
Forty-six per cent af the responsible
indlviduals were under ihe influence of
varying degrees af alcohol.

There were eight hamicides and In
seven cases, bath parties concerned were
under the influence of alechol.

During the year there were 88 suicides.
Alcohol 83 an immediate preclpitating
factor In the actual act of aulcide, was
present In 18% of the cases.

The recard requires na comment.
|
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION
ap Extension of Remarks
of
HON. BROOKS HAYS
of Arkansas
in the House of Representatives
Monday, December 4, 1950

No study of the meaning of democracy
would be adequate wilhoutl an emphaasis
upon freedom of worship. The constitu-
tlonal guarantee that this privilege shall
not be invaded Is so much a part of our
lives thal we seldom stop 1o think of
the conditions which produced it. Too
ofien we think in negative terms, Per-
haps we gained an impression from texi-
Looks that the framers of the Constitu-
tion merely concluded that, since the
idea of a state-controlled church had
not worked well in the ¢)d world or in

.the Colonjes, we would have none of

{hat concept in the new Federal Govern-
ment. To be sure, the policy of our
Nation is definite on the poini that we
will not have an official religion. Separ-
ation of church and state is one of our
distinclive contributions 1o the science
of government,

But the first amendment o the Con-
stilution says someibing else about the
place of religious faith in American life.
Here are its words: “Congress shall make
no law respecting an eslablishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.,” In siressing the free exercise
of faith, Thomas Jeffersen, the author
of thiy amendmeni, so richly endowed
with spirjtual Insight., was thinking not
in governmenia) terms bul rather of Lhe
individual citizen, his right to spirliuul
growth and his privilege of religious ex-
preaglon which should not be impalred.

In prohibiting a tax-supported church,
the Constitution represents a break with
lhe past; but it represents, also, the
hopes and the dresms of the past for
cnmplete freedom for the human spirit.

It was a daring thing that our (ore-
fathers did, this assertion thal the new
Government should not canirol the pat-
terns of worship and religious belief. The
wise men who designed the Conslitu-
tion were determined that the iremen-
dous power of organized rellgion should
never be used to inhibit the individual
in relatlon to his Crealor.

The firsl amendmeni to the Constitu-
tion is, therefore, one of the most sig-
nificant instruments in history. There
are {wo facets, and both must be viewed
with understanding. TFirst, the framers
had a distrust of mon; they recognized
hig frailty, and this applied not only io
pollticiane and mililary men who had
misused power il applied even to the
ministers. No man, according to this
philesophy, could be irusted with power
over the mindg of his fellow man. But,
again, the first amendment represenis
semething besides dlstrust of man. Its
positive aspect explaing the reverence we
have for Jt. It reveals a high opinion
of man as God's creation, It encour-
ages individual faith,

Help Us Write A Book

The editor would appreciate
your help in gathering material for
a study on the problem of alcohol
advertlsing. Will you please send
us the newspaper clippings from
your Jocal peper that report irg-
gedlies which occurred where beer
or whigkey are invalved?

It would be betier If the article
was written locally and not an AP
or UP atory, Please be sure to note
thé dafeline and (he name of the
newspaper, 1

Send the clippings to:

Dr. Hugh A. Brimm
Box 38

St. Mathews Station
Louisville 7, Ky,

Becuuse it may not be possible
to write you perscnaly to thank
you, will you permit us to thank
you in advance for your help?

A most hearty THANK YOU!

In graniing full freedom of worship
the authors revealed a faith that men
wounld nol abuse the privilege, that social
slability would not be lest In the re-
nuncietion of conirel over religious
forms. The Constitution reflects a faith
that Individual judgmenis in the su-
premely important issues of human life
and destiny would not have a destructive
impact. The authors dared to trust the
individual in this vital realm of life.

Thus, it should be clear that our demo-
cratic ideal of religious freedpm is not
in disparagemeni of religion. Our gav-
ernmental foundations are essentially
spiritual. George Weshington spoke for
the young natlon when he sald his Fare-
well Address that decency and morallty
in public life are nat possible wlthout
the Inspiration of religion. It is the
American policy, however, 10 let the
cilizen seek an outlet for this divineiy-
given right in ways that appea) to him so
that each man worships God according
to the dictates of his own conscience,
And, again, ag proof of our daring spirit
in granting full freedom, we allow each
to reserve to himself the privilege of
not worshiping at all if he chooses not
1o do so. The resources of a positive
faith recognized by the Constitutlon will
save the Nalion from any theoretical
damage by those of infiem faith; they,
too, must be protected.

1t is an experiment, thla American
plan, but 181 years have proved its wis-
dom. We, the succeeding generations of
Americans who have benefited by the
cherished tradition, are sure that upon
such a foundation of freedom and rev-
erence for the indlvidual the Republic
will endure.

MILLSAPB COLLEGE STUDENTS DO
. BPECIAL WORK ON ALCOHOL
PROBLEM

One of the colleglate America's most
energetic and constructive projects on
the alcohol problem is taking place
among the students at Milisaps college,
Jackson, Miss,

Dr, Joseph Price’s class in alcahol
educatlon has just finished & year-long
job as the “secretariat” for ihe Jackson
Committes for Education on Aleoholism,
composed of a group of outstanding
Jackson residents who made an exacting
siudy of alcohollsm in the city under
a Carnegie grant. Dr. Price, chemistry
professor al Mlllsaps, was chalrman of
the committee,

The studenis sent out questionaires to
haspitals, physiciang, ministers, public
schools, industries, and labor to ascertain
the effect aof aleohol in the community.
Theéy spent many hours examining
closely the police records on drunken-
ness. At the end of the survey, they
compiled the resuits and publizhed them
in a8 mimeographed summary released in
mid-Novernber,

The committee received a letter of
commendation from the Yale Schaol of
Alcohalic Studles, praising the thorough
and scholarly work of the report. Prof.
Seldon B, Bacon, director of the Yale
school, sald the report was amang the
best turned into the national head-
quarters. The survey revealed a definite
need for a specialized clinic to which
problem drinkers and members of thelr
tamily ¢an be referred for treatment
and guldance. .

Dr. Price’s now famous alcohol educa-
tion class began in the fall of 1948. An
assembly announcement resulted in the
signed application and registration of 78
students who wanted lo take the course,
more than one tenth of the student bedy.
While the college seeks to keep class
enrollments as near 30 as possible, this
unexpected interest seemed to warrant
an exception, so that 73 finlshed the
took the examlination, and earned the
credits assigned. The course has bheen
given every semester since.

Last year the clags went atield, giving
pragrams on the educational approach
to atcohol at schools, churches, and
civic clubs in 28 citles throughout the
state. Ten students participated in the
programs. Essentlally informual, the
meetlngs used the conversational ap-
proach. “Planted” conversations sterted
the ball rolling and in most cases the
diseussion soon became spontaneous.

“Although the class periods last an
hour and fifteen minutes,” says Prof.
Price, “the students seem never to get
bored. The visiting lechurers always
are besleged with questions, and &t
tithes there are very lively arguments.
The lecturea for the most part are ob-
Jective in neture-—~Concern
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Missimippl: A remarkable celebrstion
in the heart of the deep South was the
recent third ‘annun} Tri-Raclal Good-
will Festlval held In Carthage, Miss.,
where whites, Negroes and Indians co-
operated for the creatlon of better race
relations. The festival took place where
there in, a jarge Negro population and
near an Indian reservation. Games and
contests were shared by raclal groups,—
some of the games being Indian tradi-
tions. The recreational features were in-
terspersed with ceremoniel activities
with cltetions for distinguished service
in race relations to cltizens of the atate
and community, The first citation was
presented “to the people of Mlississippt”
through their Gov. Flelding Wright,«'for
recognizing the great need to Improve
the Negro educatlonal program and the
eupropriation ., of 4 milllon dollars for
a new Negro college.” The second clte-
tion was also to the people of Misslssippl
tor "manklfesting an unusual degree of
emotional maturity as evidenced by the
absence of .brute disturbances over ri-
cisl and political issues” during Henry
A. Wallace's Progressive Party campaign
visit to the.state ln the 1948 presidential
campaign. It wlll be remembered that
Mr. Wallace's excursion did bring about
rlotus conditions in other areas of the
South. The Jelferson Milltary College,
located in Washington, Miss., was clted
for “its refd8al to accept a desperately
needed gilt (from Judge George W.
Armstrong) estimaied to amount to 50
millon dollars because Is was made
conditional on certain raclal and relig-
fous discriminations In the acceptance
of studentsy—Between the Lines

- ;
WHO BMOKES
YOUR PACKS

Uncle Sam's pufting nieces and neph-
ews are sending a lot of money up in
amoke.

The *grleulture Departmenl says
that a record 35% billion clgareltea were
smoked In the United States in the flscal
yesr ending June 30. This Is three billion

1 PAWNED MY BABIES SHOES

Flgmes of seething impulse crackied
through my braln—like a Christmas tree
ablaze, destroying worship of God and
symbols of sentlment for my famlly.
That was my condition when I pawned
those priceless keepsakes—for snother
drink of liquer,

Hospitalimtion afterward sod con-
valesding, 1 saw my whole plcture
unfoided before me. That first social
drink five years ago, on & dure. My ever-
increasing use of It. Then my life became
o snarled akein. I envied Gthers, thelr
clothes, cars, and houses, 1 pitied myself.
Blind (o the blessings sround me. Re-
morse vanished. Then the pawnshop—
and hospital.

When they brought me home, re-
covered, John and Junlor acied as
though [ wes returning from my wsual
trip to mother's. They were very atten-
tive and laving. [ pray dally in grattude.
[ feel thet God is beside me, listening,
watching ready to help, slways. When
[ came to those moments of decision, I
stop whatever I am doing and wherever
1 may be, and pause and azk Him,
"What wouldst Thou that I do?” 1
thank Hlm for my deliverance, for this
beautiful home, for my dear family, and
for such calm comfort and happlness as
I have never kmown before. How He
would have helped me back In my
tragic days, M 1 had let Him!

(One out of every thirteen drinkers
in the U.SA. today ia killed or crippled
by alcohol—and 1 was one of them,
Like the rest of them when starting, I
said 10 myself, “I shall always drink
‘moderately.'” The next time you see
a liquor ad, remember what I have said
here. Read my story agaln, slowly.)
—H. E. Norton, Listen Magsazine.

inore smokes than were consumed In the
previous 12 months,

The puffing rate, says the department,
puts cigarette consumption at 120 packs
per person throughout the nation. We'
didn’t smoke any of our allotment. Dld
you?

FIGURES FROM WASHINGTON
SHOW UP LIQUOR DRINKING

Waller Trohan, writing for the Chi-
cago, Tribune, recently geve some in-
teresting Informatlon about “the number
one problem of the nallonal capital—
alcohglism.”

Flrst, he says, the Washington liguor
consumption Is three times as great as
the’ nutional average. Per capita across
the country the annual number of gal-
long of liquor was 1.17. In Weshingtoa,
it was 3.91 gallons.

Second, Trohan 3says (hat drunk
arrests jumped nearl’ 300 per cent from
1830 (13,942 arrests) to 1949 (37,643
arrests), The population increased aboul
50 per cent during the same number of
years.

Third, 70 per cent of arresis in dlstricta
were for drunkeness.

Fourth, 77 per cent of court cages In
districts were for drunkeness.

Fifth, alcoholiam was responsible for
some 2,000 hospitalizations last year.

Sixth, alcohol was charged with more
thon 100 deaths,

Seventh, liquor Llicenses Increased In
number from 1,962 In 1944 to 2,383 In
1948.

—— .

ALCOHOLISM [IN MILWAUKEE

According to a story in the Milwaukee
Journat by Frank Sin¢lalr, January 6,
1850, alcoholism is on the rise.

"Excessive drinking is costing an esti-
mated $10,200,000 a year in Milwaunkee
county alone—$7500,000 in lost wages,
$4,500,000 for treaiment an care of vic-
ilms end support of their families,” be-
sides which "there are now 84,400 alco-
holics In the state, 23,000 of them in
MHhwaukee counly, with 17,000 of the
slate total (5,500 in the county) clas-
sifled as chroni¢.”

Morgover Mr. Sinclair reported that
arrests for drunkeness are on the In-
crease, Jumping 140 per cent In the chly
of Mihvpukee in nine years."
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