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MORE THINGS THAN TAKE-HOME PAY AND DIVIDENDS 
AT STAKE IN CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS

As these lines were written the dif
ferences between a large segment of 
management and the workers in the 
steel industry appeared to be beyond 
settlement. Arguments now time-worn 
were being thrown back and forth by 
both sides.

The steel worker says he is entitled 
to a raise and other benefits in view of 
rising prices and the fact that he did 
not get a wage increase in 1951. His 
leaders say that management can grant 
him the raise without raising their 
prices.

But the owners say they cannot raise 
wages without raising prices. They have 
to pay a fair dividend to stockholders 
for their investment. There are even 
some .extreme statements that the pay 
raise (to the workers) would wreck 
our economy and plunge us into a seri
ous depression.

Choose your own side and use your 
best arguments to carry your point. But 
while you do there are a few other 
things to remember.

The “poor” steelworkers, the “poor” 
-dockholders and the “poor” execu
tives are not the ones who really feel 
the pinch. They are all probably bet
ter off than they have ever been be
fore — at least economically. Their 
demands for higher wages, higher 
prices and higher dividends are sending 
the inflation spiral ever higher.

The ones who suffer have no union 
to protect, them, no board of directors 
to come to their assistance. Who are 
they? Their name is legion.

We have today some 5(4 million peo
ple on relief rolls. These are the aged 
(2.7 millions), the dependent children 
(2.1 millions) with more than 100,000 
blind and 110.000 permanently and to
tally disabled.

The latest figures available on family 
income from the U.S. Census Bureau 
are for the year 1949. In that year there 
were 1014 millions of families (more 
than one fourth of the American total) 
with an income of less than $2,000, or 
less than $38.50 a week per family! 
Four and one-half million children be
long to households with a total income 
of less than $1,000 per year.

But this is not all, America, in the 
midst of her plenty has her problem of 
poverty but what of the rest of the 
world. Studies from the UN indicate 

that the per capita income for a year 
in underdeveloped countrigs is as fol
lows:

Southeast Asia ..........$ 30
South Asia .............  55
Near East ................... 89
Africa ........................ 118
Latin America ........... 152
Western Europe .........  473

The per capita income in the United 
States for the same year was $1,453.

These facts, though disturbing as they 
are, ought also to be faced in our cur
rent economic differences.—Editor.

INFLATION AT A GLANCE
During fiscal 1951, the cost of the 

army’s daily meat ration had increased 
from 45.5 to 59.9 cents per man; 
the cost of a fighter plane from the 
World War II figures of $54,000 to 
$375,000; a medium bomber from $218,- 
000 to $2.5 million; a medium tank from 
$81,000 to $200,000.

SEVENTH ANNUAL 
Social Service Commission 

CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN LIVING 
Ridgecrest, N. C., August 20-22, 1952

Topic: CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE
Wednesday—FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES OF FAMILY LIFE 

8:45 A.M.—“The Christian Interpretation of Sex and 
Parenthood” Dr. Wingate Johnson, M.D.

2:00 P.M.—“Recovery of the Spiritual Center of the Family” 
Dr. O. T. Binkley

Thursday—THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH IN 
FAMILY COUNSELING

8:45 A.M.—“Basic Principles of Counseling”
Dr. Aaron L. Rutledge

2:00 P.M.-—“Practical Experiences of Pastors Who Counsel”
Dr. Aaron L. Rutledge
Dr. W. Perry Crouch 
Dr. George D. Heaton 
Dr. D. Swan Haworth

Friday—A DYNAMIC PROGRAM OF FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION 
8:45 A.M.—“Through the Local Church” e>

Dr. L. D. Johnson 
Dr. Hugh A. Brimm 

2:00 P.M.—“Through Denominational Channels” 
Dr. T. B. Maston 
Mrs. Frank Leavell

At each session there will be ample time for discussion. Make your 
reservations now.

TANGLED THREADS’
W. Barry Garrett, Editor, Arizona 

Baptist Beacon
Christianity applied to present-day 

social problems should be of major con
cern to every Christian: The Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention has rendered a great serv
ice to our churches by publishing the 
book, "Tangled Threads,” by Ralph 
Phelps, Jr., which deals with the prob
lems of race relations, labor relations, 
alcoholism, communism and the under
privileged.

Although the book was written for 
study during the week of prayer for 
Home Missions, no pastor should rest 
until it is offered for study to all the 
young people and adults in the 
churches. Here is a book in simple 
language and style that analyzes prob
lems and presents solutions in a most 
acceptable manner. *

Young People Act
The book is so impressive that the 

YWA of the North Phoenix church, 
under the leadership of Mrs. . John

(Next Page)
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TANGLED THREADS—Continued
Boyer and Mrs. E. N. Wister, after 
studying it, drew up five resolutions to 
guide the members in helping solve 
these pressing problems. These fine 
Christian S'oung ladies have set an ex
ample that can well be followed by all 
of us. They decided:

1. “We can, as a young people’s group, 
exercise racial tolerance and promote 
projects which build racial under 
standing.

2. “We recognize the need and right 
of labor to organize and to engage in 
collective bargaining, withouF force, to 
the end that labor may have a fair and 
living wage, such as will provide for 
the necessities of life, as well as recrea
tion and pleasure, but in doing so to 
pick moral and responsibly labor 
leaders.

3. “We recognize alcoholism as a dis
ease which needs treatment, not pun
ishment; understanding, not condemna
tion. Neither of these come easy. We 
will be interested in legislative, educa-

’ tional, and rehabilitation efforts which 
are being made by our churches.^

4. “We realize the nature and methods 
of- communism, and that Jt_js actively 
hostile'to organized religion and has no 
respect for the individual. We believe 
that.true Christianity will equip Ameri
ca to successfully combat communism 
by fringing Christian ideals to bear on 
every area of life.

5. “We believe that slums are a Chris
tian’s concern not simply because of the 
malnutrition, poor housing, lack of 
proper sewerage, and because they 
breed crime and delinquency, but be
cause people live there. Wherever there 
are people in distress, it is the concern 
of-Gftfistians and Christ. . . .

"Be it further resolved that we ask 
all Christian young people to study 
these problems and pray with us that 
each problem be met and solved by our 
community according to God’s will.”

HOW TO DRINK 
“INTELLIGENTLY”

“First build a bar in your own home 
and be the only customer,” the bishop 
said. “Then you have neither license 
nor protection to pay. Give your wife 

• six dollars to buy the first quart of 
liquor—remembering there should be 
at least 16 drinks in the quart

“Buy the drinks from no one but 
your wife and pay at the rate a bar 
would charge. At the time the first 
quart is finished, she will have six dol
lars to put in the bank and six dollars 
to start business again.
• “If you live ten years and continue 

to buy from her, you can then die of 
delirium tremens anti she will have 
plenty to bury you, educate your chil
dren, marry a decent man and forget 
the misery you brought her.” "

FEEDING ON FILTH 
Jack L. Grits, Editor, 

Oklahoma Baptist Messenger
Mr. Grocer, you have become a seller 

of filth.
Mr. Druggist, you are peddling 

poison.
Maybe you hadn’t realized it. But it's 

true.
Those paper-back books which you 

bipzenly display go so far beyond the 
bounds of decency as to be a menace 
to the well-being of your customers and 
your community.

Yes, we know there have always been 
dirty books. But not for sale by you. 
Nearly everyone comes to your, place 
of business sooner or later. Before this 
kind of trash was an under-the-counter 
item at a few places and perhaps found 
in some bookstores. Now it seems to be 
everywhere.

Those gaudy cover pictures should 
make you blush. That is, if you still 
have a sense of shame.

And those titles are shocking enough 
to warn you about what you are doing.

For instance—these at random from 
a drugstore rack:

“Here Is My Body,” with this for a 
subtitle, “She was beautiful—she had 
no morals—and her man wanted to be 
governor.”

“Fool Walk In,” subtitled “Good girl 
or bad girl, was she worth the profes
sor’s life and reputation?”

"The Girl in the Stateroom,” with 
this enlightening elaboration “She was 
the desire of all men and all men were 
her desire.”

It’s bad enough for that stuff to. be on 
the racks, but it' doesn’t stay there. 
Housewives carry it home with their 
groceries. We see high school students 
squandering their quarters to have 
their minds degenerated. Of course, you 
sell it because people buy it. But you 
owe the public—especially the clean- 
minded, right-thinking portion of it— 
something more than that.

As the literacy level goes up must the 
moral level of what is printed go down?

Sure, we know that cheap paper-back 
books have become big business. We
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Editor

understand the reason they are so in
expensive is because so many copies 
are printed at once. And that makes us 
shudder.

The report of one of the companies 
is at hand. They issue seven new titles 
each month. So far they have gotten out 
83 books at 25 dents each. The average 
sale of each book has been 350,000 
copies. The first printing is always 
200;000.

Imagine, a half million copies of some 
of these filthy novels are in print to 
poison the minds and lower the morals 
of the readers.

Yes, we know that some of the re
prints are classics and that others 
among the paper-back books are really 
good books. But the proportion is too 
large-the other way. And the few good 
books are no adequate - excuse for the 
trash.

We hope in the public interest you 
will turn this stuff into the publishers 
for a refund and continue your legiti
mate business without peddling cheap 
books on the side.

You have reminded us that the 
American people are a reading people 
and that our churches have an obliga
tion, far too often neglected, to meet a 
need for inexpensive reading material 
which will contribute to the cultural 
and spiritual welfare of the readers. We 
need more church libraries. And we 
need to use more the ones we do have.

INCIDENT: B ALTIMORE
Once riding in old Baltimore,

Heart filled, head filled with glee
I saw a Baltimorean

Keep looking straight at me.

Now I was eight and very small,
And he was no whit bigger;

And so I smiled, but he poked out
His tongue and called me “nigger."

I saw the whole of Baltimore
From May until December;

Of’all the things that happened there
That’s all that I remember.

—Countee Cullen.
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LIGHT Three

Alcoholism Among American 
Soldiers in Germany

*9 ------EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF

HON. EDWIN C. JOHNSON 
OF COLORADO

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Wednesday, March 12, 1952

Mr. President, today in the Times- 
Herald appeared a very disturbing 
story from Frankfurt, Germany, dated 
March 11, about the problem of alco
holism among American soldiers in the 
American zone in Germany. Since the 
news story did not carry an author’s 
byline, I checked and found that Arthur 
Noyes wrote the article for the New 
York News.

In order that the alarming situation 
said to exist among our Armed Forces 
may receive the attention it deserves 
from the committees of Congress, I ask 
unanimous consent that the shocking 
statement be printed in the Appendix 
of the Record.

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the Rec
ord, as follows:

Chronic alcoholism among young 
American soldiers in Germany has in
creased to alarming proportions, ac
cording to Army medical authorities 
here.

Wards in both the Ninety-seventh 
General Hospital here and the Ninety
eighth General Hospital in Munich are 
crammed with GIs between the ages of 
19 and 25 who have been pronounced 
unfit for duty because of alcoholism.

This condition among troops has de
veloped steadily within the last 18 
months, Army doctors said today. Most 
of the men under treatment will be 
cured and returned to duty, they said, 
but a number are being evacuated to 
the United States for discharge as un
desirables. ,

Reasons for the upsurge in alcoholism 
were attributed to a number of factors. 
Army clubs for enlisted men serve al
most unlimited amounts of hard drihks. 
After Army clubs close at 10:30 or 
11 p.m., the GIs may finish the night at 
German night clubs, which serve a 
drink known as “steinhaeger,” a sort 
of German vodka which is 38 percent 
alcohol.

If a soldier's taste is beer and he is 
used to the mild beers of America or the 
3.2 beer of the stateside post exchanges, 
he is in for a shock and a kick here, 
where beer of 11 to 15 percent strength 
is purveyed at Army-operated PXs 
throughout Germany and Austria.

Army doctors explained that there 
are psychological reasons for the heavy 
drinking by soldiers here.

“The average soldier here today is a 
draftee,” one told a reporter. “The 
soldier isn’t quite convinced he should 
be here and the longer he remains the 
more certain he is that he is wasting 
his time.”

This attitude develops naturally, he 
added, because the Army, seemingly, 
cannot find enough for the soldiers to 
do with the result that the average en
listed man receives 3 days off each 
week.

Aside from the Army-operated clubs, 
which offer a kindergarten-level enter
tainment, the soldier has little to do 
with his spare time except to drink in 
Army bars or the civilian night clubs, 
where entertainment is more sophisti
cated and he may pick up a German 
girl.

The well-paid GI is among the rich
est -men in any German night club and 
he is the most popular customer with 
the bosomy bar girls who are a feature 
of all German clubs.

DIVORCE RATES IN FOUR 
SOUTHERN STATES HIGHER 
THAN NATIONAL AVERAGE
While the national divorce rate in the 

post-war years has remained at a some
what constant level, divorces and an
nulments in several southern states 
have steadily increased.

The national average for 1951 was 
approximately one ''divorce to e\ery 
four marriages. The following table 
gives the number of marriages and di
vorces in four southern states for the

Office of Vital Statistics.)

same year:
Marriages Divorces

Alabama ........ 21,581 8,895
Florida ............ 27,671 18,689
Missouri ........ 33,252 13,337
Tennessee ....... 21,784 7,262
(Source: Federal Security Agency

U.M.T. NOT DEAD
According to the New York Tinies, 

March 14, the Administration is going 
to make another attempt to get a 
U.M.T. law in this session of Congress. 
There have been tremendous pressures 
from the Pentagon, the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
big business to make another try even 
though the bill was defeated decisively 
last month by a 236 to 162 vote.

The new bill is only a shadow of the 
former one. The Pentagon apparently 
reasons as follows: “Anything to get a 
toe hold—a harmless bill today, then 
what we really want tomorrow.” But 
conscription, regimentation, and the 
military mind remain always the same.

The opposition to U.M.T. from the 
grass roots was amazing. The major 
farm groups, labor groups, joined with 
church groups, educators, and parents 
of youth to say “we want no part of a 
Prussian military conscription system.”

It may be necessary to rise up in the 
next few weeks to say “NO" again even 
to a sweet little innocent sugar-coated 
cub-scout type of legislation. Remember 
whatever is proposed will be labeled 
underneath U.M.T.

SKIN-DEEP AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY AS DISCOVERED 

BY STUDENTS FROM INDIA
The following letter, as published in 

The New York Times, was written by a 
student from India, one of 35,000 for
eign students now in the United States.

I am a student from India enrolled 
at Columbia University. In American 
newspapers I read about the “infam
ous” caste system in my native land of 
India. I never expected to come into 
contact with the same pernicious sys
tem here in this great “arsenal of de
mocracy.” For the past month I have 
tried to find an apartment for my 
mother and my sister who just arrived 
from India. Although I was aware of 
the sentiment among a majority of 
Americans toward fellow Americans of 
different skin pigmentation, I was 
totally unprepared to be told by numer
ous apartment house superintendents, 
“We do not rent our apartments to col
ored foreigners.” So I was made to 
realize that American democracy is only 
skin-deep.

Another dark skinned student, also 
from India, described in The Nation 
his experience on arrival in New York, 

• in order to study in the United States.
On landing my passport and visa 

were examined by the health and im
migration official?. For eight hours I 
was kept waiting and then sent to Ellis 
Island. . . . Life at Ellis Island was 
monotonous and frustrating. The guards 
were insulting and treated us like dogs. 
The food was horrible and the toilets 
were filthy. Our quarters were over
crowded. For eight days the hour* 
dragged on. There were people of all 
colors and races here, but all their faces 
had the same look of misery. Finally 
on the 8th day I appeared before the 
Special Board of Inquiry. Nothing was 
found wrong with my papers. One of 
the inspectors then said, “This guy was 
brought here for no reason at all. It 
was a blunder of the immigration of
ficial.” So I was immediately released. 
On the ferry ride back to New York 
I began to wonder whether there really 
was liberty in America.

When these two students return to 
India, will they be emissaries of good 
will or ill will in relations between the 
American people and the people of 
India? Will they help to undo the work 
and influence of many decades of con
secrated American missionary service 
in India? Both students may eventually 
hold high ranking government offices 
in India. By that time the United States 
may be in desperate need of friends in 
Asia. How quickly the American peo
ple forget that the fierce, relentless 
hatred of a wartime Japanese cabinet 
official toward America had its origin 
in the experiences while a student in 
the United States. Will the experience 
of these two Indian students, and per
haps of many others now in the United 
States promote friendship or destroy it?

Such questions should*be provocative 
and disturbing to all Americans.—Re
printed from Missions.
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CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIANS 
Charles A. Wells

A basic principle of Christianity is 
the sacredness of the individual. No 
correct appraisal of the.global struggle 
with communism can ignore that fact. 
It is therefore astounding thjat the de
votion by so many at the altar of world 
communism so vastly exceeds the de
votion l?y sp few at the altar of world 
Christianity.

Commudism demands complete sur
render of self, the sacrifice of personal 
gain, comfort, security—and commun
ism gets that from millions of followers. 
Much of the power of Chinese commun
ist leaders is found in their devotion to 
the cause, their lives of austerity, im
pressively barren of personal comfort;

Compare these millions of people be
fore the altar of world revolution with 
the few before the altar of world Chris
tianity. They are so few that sometimes 
they are looked upon as queer. It is no 
wonder that communismlis winning the 
“cold war.” Billions of dollars for re
armament, military might, the abun
dance of capitalism, two cars in evei'y 
American garage, television in every 
home—these will not stenr the tide of 
communism motivated by such supreme 
consecration. .

The communists out-maneuver us be
cause they are ready to out-live us in 
sacrifice to a cause. They gain more 
because they give more. The followers 
of Christ rfiust demonstrate a similar 
devptjon.

MISSISSIPPI BAPTISTS 
PRACTICE BROTHERHOOD

Members of the First Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Mississippi, have contributed 
over _J208.60 this year to meet the ex
penses of a young Negro woman of that 
city who is a student at the National 
Baptist Missionary Training School, 
Nashville, Tennessee. She is preparing 
for, Christian service. The pastor, the 
Reverend"James H. Fairchild, this week 
received the following letter from the 
dean o_f the school in Nashville.

"Enclosed find Miss----- ’s report card
for the Winter Quarter. I thought you 
might be interested in knowing her 
progress here. She is one of our finest 
young women, and one of our best stu
dents. She is conscientious in her work, 
very studios^ and I am sure that you 
will be very proud to know that you 
have helped such a fine young woman. 
She impresses me by her Christian 
character and conduct. I only wish we 
had many, many more like her.”

LET US PRAY—FOR BEER!
The following “Prayer for Beer” was 

taken from Timely Tavern Topics, De
cember 1951, p. 2, a publication of the 
Fesenmeier Brewing Co., Huntington, 
West Virginia:

“At the- opening session of the Small 
Brewers Annual Convention, Reverend 
John P. Downey, S.J., of Loyola Uni
versity, Chicago, Illinois, welcomed the 
delegates to Chicago and pronounced 
the invocation. He said something at 
that time about Beer, which is as fol
lows: <

> “In the Roman Ritual, I chanced 
upon this blessing. Brief as it is, I 
believe it is most important that it 
be quoted on this occasion. It is 
the official prayer of the Catholic 
Church for Beer.

“ 'Bless, O Lbrd, this thy creature, 
Beer, which you have deigned to 
produce from the heart of grain, in 
order that it might be a healthful 
remedy for mankind. And grant 
that, through the invocation of 
Your holy name, whoever shall 
drink of it, shall receive health of 
body and safeguard of soul, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.’ ”

Father Downey stated that this prayer 
for Beer appears in the Rituale Ro- 
manum, published by Benziger Broth
ers, Inc.

WHAT DRINK WILL DO !
Here is the kind of news item which 

is digging the grave of John Barley
corn. It bears the head:
“(HUNKS ON HOUSE; HE JUST 
KILLED HIS WIFE,” and it is dated 
from San Francisco. It reads: “Blood 
dripping from his hands, a merchant 
seaman walked into a San Francisco 
bar and announced:

“I want to buy everybody a drink ... 
I just killed my wife."

“I have no enthusiasm for any at
tempt to clean up my street by first 
hanging pictures on the walls of every 
apartment and repairing the wash 
basins, though all this may have to be 
done. I am saving my first enthusi
asm—not so much in point of time as 
in point of importance—for the attempt 
to go straight to the middle of things 
and change men and women; after 
which both .the art and the plumbing 
presumably will come in for some im
provement.”—Paul Scherer.

“WORKING TOGETHER”
Labor and management of an Ameri

can industry re-enact their progress 
toward mutual understanding in 
"Working Together,” a new film intro
duced by the Twentieth Century Fund. 
The film is being released to give the 
public a “picturization" of the findings 
of the Fund’s labor-management study.

The film is a re-enactment of a spe
cific labor-management story, that of 
the American Lead Pencil Company of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, and the local 
unit of the Textile Workers Union, 
CIO. The film was shot at the scene 
of the events pictured—the Company’s 
Hoboken plant. The gradual, trial-and- 
error progress of the two parties, from 
initial conflict to final cooperation, has 
the conviction, clarity and drama that 
only reality can give.

Early union-management disagree- 
ments, the development of grievance 
machinery, a strike and its settlement, 
and other events leading to a "give- 
and-take” attitude between the two 
parties are shown in the film in “as-it- 
happened” fashion.

The story takes you through nine 
years of give-and-take, at the end of 
which both sides are now as satisfied 
as can reasonably be expected. Pro
ductivity is up and so are wages. The 
film concludes with management and 
labor agreeing "we’re both profiting 
by working together.”

The film is available for purchase or 
rental through the offices of Encyclo
paedia Britannica Films at: 351 West 
41st St., New York 36, N. Y.; 101 Mari
etta Street, Atlanta 3, Ga.; 1414 Dragon 
St., Dallas 2, Texas; 8414 Melrose Ave., 
Los Angeles, Cal.

We can't prohibit the liquor traffic 
so the best thing to do is to legalize it— 
“tax and regulate it."

We can’t stop gambling so the best 
thing to do is to establish open places 
of garpbling and “tax and regulate it.”

We can’t stop prostitution so the best 
thing to do is to have red light districts 
which would yield considerable reve
nue to help the venereal disease clinics.

It is quite evident that we cannot stop 
burglary or robbery on the streets, so 
the best thing to do is to license them 
and keep these crimes within bounds.

We have always had murder and we 
always will have it, so what is the sense 
of trying to prohibit it; why don’t we 
just license it?
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