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ANNUAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CONFERENCES

"Some Issues We Must Meet” 
is the subject of the discussions 
in the Christian Life conferences 
to be held at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta this summer. As the 
topic suggests we will make no 
attempt to discuss all the issues 
we must face in our day. We 
will consider three of them as 
shown in the program printed 
below.

The topics and discussions on 
this program have been so ar
ranged that they will serve as 
a workshop for the members of 
the social relations committees 
in the various states. There are 
approximately 120 people on 
these state committees. We have 
sent to each of them a special 

Christian Life Conferences
Dfocuutom eod Open Fohmm 

OR
Some Issues We Must Meet

f JO-9.-45 A. M. deify
9JDGKMST GLOH1ETA

Mr MJ, im Friday Aug. IB-24, 1955

J. 5. Weatherspoon .....................World Awakening fa Human Rabtiortt -........   _.. T. 5. Matton

Saturday
OfaT. Knliey ...................... The Court and the Community .............. ......Foy Valentine

Monday
ACMkr a---------- 41..1.I H-J----n— it”------- <,...«w. wrerego ivvuwuvwtvotv or -« ..m. W. R. White

Tuesday
LJamM 1 Cm,* rvowwr 1— WvCV 1-1____ | — Inomer u. orrca

Wodneeday
Panel Report Panel Report

10M-11M A. M.
Ofc. T. Mh, f----» r---- .«.»♦-----* M-l.tf---- T. L Marton

S
Fo, .mH.* 7<4s OvuiiiOH. GoMUtMUOfl

• H'. K W—h OF THE SOUTHERN lAFTIST CONVENTION f. A. H»nw>
Rtyocretf, N. c. 16) EIGHTH AVENUE, N. NASHVILLE TENN. GtoMo. N. M.

invitation to attend these con
ferences. The meetings are open 
to all who may wish to attend 
them.

We • have been fortunate 
enough to secure some of our 
leading men for these vital and 
significant conferences. Each 
will bring a thirty-minute dis
cussion of his topic to be fol
lowed by a forty-five minute 
period of open discussion.

The program at both assem
blies is given below.

ANNUAL BUSINESS SESSION 
OF COMMISSION

The annual business session of 
the Christian Life Commission 
will'be held at Ridgecrest begin
ning on Friday, July 8, at 2 P.M. 
The Commission is composed of 

thirty members elected by the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
One member is elected from each 
of the 20 states in the Southern 
Convention and ten local mem
bers are chosen from the vicinity 
of the office at Nashville. Several 
of our members will be in Europe 
during the week of our sessions, 
but we anticipate a good attend
ance of our members.

NATIONAL TRAINING 
SCHOOL

The National Temperance 
League with its headquarters at 
Washington, D. C. is conducting 
its eleventh annual school on 
leadership training in the field of 
alcohol education and action. 
The sessions for 1955 are being 

1 held on the campus of Howard 
College at Birmingham, Ala
bama, June 28-July 6. The in
struction offered covers the 
administrative, scientific, social, 
legislative, educational, moral 
and religious aspects of the 
liquor problem. Dr. Duke K. 
McCall is the president of the 
National League and Major 
Clayton M. Wallace is its execu
tive director. •

We need in every church, com
munity and state a chosen group 
of capable men and women to be 
trained as leaders and teachers 
in this field of action. The de- 

« nouncement of this traffic in 
beverage alcohol by strong 
resolution or impassioned speech 
is not enough. There is need for 
intensive educational work 
among the members of our 
churches and other citizens of 
this nation. This informed army 
of Christian citizens can then be 
led in political action by the Na
tional Temperance League and 
its state affiliates.
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In their opposition to the traffic in beverage 
alcohol the Christian and moral forces of this 
nation employ numerous methods, follow various 
policies, and have different objectives. This ap
parent variance in effort by these forces is not 
as bad as it may first appear. The liquor traffic 
is too well-entrenched behind the barriers of legal 
protection and within the citadels of social ap
proval for us to conquer it by a single method of 
attack. We must build the religious, social, scien
tific and legal forces at our disposal into an 
effective striking force. A vital part of this pro
gram is an informed membership and a trained 
leadership in the field of alcohol action. The 
churches can and njust be strong factors in this 
educational program.

COMMENTS
' »

cise both courage and wisdom in making the racial 
adjustments now required of us by the principles 
of our faith and by the law of the land.

The Christian Life Commission is aware of the 
acute problems these adjustments are bringing 
to the people in the South and in the nation. But 
none of us can wave aside our responsibility on 
the pretext that this issue is an exclusively 
political question. The spiritual and moral re
sponsibilities involved in this question far out
weigh the political aspects of it. In this great 
day of world awakening the mighty arm of God 
must not be hindered by political expediency nor 
by the racial exclusiveness of those who follow 
him.

The rapid growth of industry in the South 
creates many situations which must be met by 
alert and informed Christians. One of these is 
the need for vocational counseling and guidance 
to prepare our young people in their choice and 
ministry of work. Another is in the troubled area 
of labor-management relations. Still another is 
the guidance of our peopl^into a creative use of 
their leisure time. We now have 1,000 more 
hours of leisure time per year than our grand
parents had. In another twenty years it is esti
mated we will have between 1200 and 1500 hours 
of leisure per year. A fourth question relates to 
the development of the right motivation in work 
and in the use of money. Should our motive be 
survival or service? The Christian motive for 
both capital and labor will bring industrial peace 
and conserve individual initiative.

All over the world today the colored races of 
mankind are fighting for their recognition as 
persons and for their freedom from the restric- 
fions which their stronger brothers have imposed 
on them. Within the purview of this world con
flict America has a leading role. The position of 
our country in world affairs and the Christian 
way of life in human relationships give us an 
unprecedented opportunity to spread the King
dom message and way of life among all peoples.

In view qf this opportunity and of our respon
sibility in meeting it the Christian people of our 
nation must seek the guidance of God and exer-

“What has become of the Point IV program of 
our government?” we are often asked. You will 
recall this program was inaugurated under the 
administration of President Truman to meet 
human need and to promote economic well-being 
throughout the would. Under the present adminis
tration this program may have lost its name and 
some of its friends. But it is still operating on a 
very large scale. More than half the people of the 
earth live in areas where we have been working 
through the 'United Nations to share with them 
our knowledge and skills. In these areas 8 out of 
10 are ill-fed; 7 out of 10 are chronically ill; only 
3 out of 10 can read or write. In India the average 
span of life is 27 years. In Iran 1 out of 2 babies 
born alive die before they are a year old.

The assistance giveii by the United States for 
work in these areas is channelled through 1) 
technical cooperation, 2) economic aid and de
velopment, 3) children’s fund, and 4) U. S. refu
gee program. The President has asked Congress 
to appropriate $553 million for these funds. The 
Senate approved the authorization June 2 by a 
vote of 59 to 18. It is hoped the House will act 
favorably.

This kind of service by our government will 
bring peace and understanding in the world much 
sooner than arms-and the threat of atomic bombs. 
Call it politics if we must but it is a good brand 
of politics.



SURVEY OF FACTS
In 1900 the average life expectancy at birth 

in our nation was 48 years. By 1950 it had risen 
to 6.8 years. Within this half century the number 
of people 65 years and older has quadrupled while 
our total population has only doubled. There are 
now 13 million of this age group and their number 
is increasing currently 400,000 a year. Eight of 
the ten States in which this age group is increas
ing most rapidly are in the territory of the South
ern Baptist Convention.

At the end of 1951 nine million of the 13 million 
persons 65 or above lived in their own households. 
About two and three-fourths million others, or 
about two in ten, lived in the homes of relatives. 
A little more than half a million were roomers or 
boarders in families not related to them while a 
little more than 700,000 were living in institu
tions, hotels or large rooming houses.

In 1950 forty-three per cent of the families 
headed by a person 65 or above had a cash income 
of less than $1,500. Thirty per cent had less than 
$1,000 while nearly forty per cent of these had 
less than $500.

For the sixth consecutive year since 1949 juve
nile delinquency climbed to a new high in 1954. 
Juvenile court delinquency cases were up 9 per 
cent according to a preliminary estimate on the 
basis of which the Children’s Bureau at Washing
ton estimates the final figure for 1954 will reach 
475,000. This means that 1 out of every 41 chil
dren in the United States between the ages of 
10 and 17 were brought into' court for delinquent 
behavior. /

Juveniles under 18 represented 1 out of every 
10 arrests made in 1954. Nearly 3 out of 5 per
sons arrested for auto thefts, 1 out of every 2 
burglary arrests, and 4 out of 9 arrested for 
larceny were 17 or under.

The 1954 reports show that the rise in delin
quency court cases continues to be in excess of 
what might be expected from the known increase 
in child population. For instance the increase in 
our population of children between the ages 10-17 
was 3 per cent f<y the single year of 1953. Dur
ing the same period there was a 9 per cent rise 
in delinquency cases. Between 1948 and 1954 the 
number of delinquency cases has risen an esti
mated 58 per cent while the related child popula
tion has increased 13 per cent.

More than half of all arrests reported to the 
FBI in 1954 were related to drinking according 
to the annual Uniform Crime Report. Out of a 
total of 1,688,555 arrests reported from 1389 
cities 59.2 were related to drinking.

The U. S. Crime rate for 1954 jumped to an 
all time high. Since 1950 the crime rate has out
stripped our population growth nearly four to 
one.
- The rate of arrest per 100,000 population for 
1954 for drunken driving showed an increase of 
8.8 per cent and violations of the liquor laws were 
up 8.3 per cent.

“Alcoholism—Disease or Devil?” written by 
James C. Furman, Executive Director of the 
United Tennessee League, is a new tract published 
by this Commission.

OKe-third of the average American family 
budget goes into the three categories of food, 
liquor and tobacco, says a study by the Twentieth 
Century Fund. The same source reports that 
Americans drank an average of 17 gallons of 
beer and other malt brews per person in a recent 
year, four quarts of hard liquor and four quarts 
of wine.

U. S. Industry loses some $232,000,000 a year 
through absenteeism caused by drinking says a 
New Jersey health report. Add to this the losses 
resulting from the break-up of families and dull
ing of fine minds and you have a cost that can 
never be fully counted.

Nearly 250,000 Negro and white children are 
attending Classes together in 500 public elemen
tary and secondary schools which until last year 
had been for the exclusive use of one race or the 
other. Since the Supreme Court decision of May 
17,1954 school desegregation has been initiated in 
the District of Columbia and the city of Balti
more, in two towns in Arkansas, 29 counties in 
West Virginia, 30 communities in Missouri, five 
towns in Delaware, six cities in Kansas, and 
scattered communities in Arizona and New 
Mexico.

A century ago the married woman with paid 
employment was exceptional, but by 1900 6 per 
cent of married women had jobs; by 1940 15 
per cent; and by early 1950 one wife out of four 
either had or was seeking employment It would 
be interesting to know how many of these married 
women have children and to what extent their 
children are neglected because of their employ
ment.

Total membership of the more than 25fr re
ligious bodies in the United States amounted to 
86.8 million in the census of 1950. This is a gain 
of 22 million in the decade since 1940.



The Indian in his Native Land

There are approximately 404.0(A) Indians in 
the United States proper. They are a growing 
minority. In 1900 there were 270,500 and in 
1925 they numbered 349,595. About 300,000 of 
the present Indian population live on or near 
reservations under the trusteeship of the national 
government.

The 83rd Congress was marked with feverish 
activity to enact laws to five the Indians their 
freedom from government protection and control. 
Public law 280 enacted by the 83rd Congress 
authorized the states to assume civil and criminal 
jurisdiction on the Indian lands within their 
borders without the consent of the Indians con
cerned. Delegations of Indians journeyed to 
Washington to protest their exclusion from the 
counsels that decided their national status. The 
President signed this bill'Into law with the ex
press understanding it would be amended by the 

• 84th Congress so'that the Indians would be con
sulted before the National Government withdrew 
from them, and assigned them and their lands to 
the jurisdiction of the states. At this writing no 
such amendment has been offered in the 84th 
Congress.

Tips termination legislation has come up under 
the guise of giving the Indians “first class citizen- 

• ship” and “political equality.” The facts are that 
Indians are already first class citizens and have 
political equality by act of Congress, June 2, 1924.

We believe that the Indians should be as
similated into the American way of life. We 
bplieve that continued wardship by the govern- 

—ment does not contribute to their best interests 
nor to the development of their integrity and 
character. But we do not believe our government 
should seek to “solve the Indian problem” by 
abruptly forsaking him.

BOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS

The Gift is Rich, E. Russell Carter. Friendship 
Press. $2.00 cloth, $1.25 paper. On the cultural 
contributions the Indians have made to Ameri
can life.

i

Strangers in Their Own Land, a film strip in color 
with reading script, $5.00; or may be rented 
from denominational depositories.

Song of the Shining Mountains, 16 mm. sound 
film in color taken in Montana. Can be rented 
from denominational depositories.

Older People in the Church. Maves and Cedarleaf. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 275 pp. $2.50.

Facts About Alcohol. McCarthy, Raymond G. 
Science Research Associates, Inc. Booklet, 50 
pp. 50 cents.

The Negro and the Schools. Ashmore, Harry S. 
The University of North Carolina Press. 250 
pp. $2.75.

Schools in Transition. Williams and Ryan. The 
University of North Carolina Press. 270 pp. 
$3.00.
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