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News of The Commission and Its Work
Christian Life Conference Held With 
Church in Texas

The Christian Life Commission of 
Texas, under the direction of Dr. 
Foy Valentine, held a Christian Life 
Conference March 2-5, 1958, with 
the First Baptist Church of Fort 
Stockton, Texas, of which Bev. 
George Bastaln is the pastor. The 
team for the conference was com
posed of Dr. Valentine, his associate, 
Bill Pinson of Southwestern Semi
nary, and A. C. Miller of Nash
ville. Three conference groups were 
formed: one on “Daily Work” led 
by Bill Pinson; another on "Mar
riage and the Family” led by Foy 
Valentine; and a third on “Moral 
Issues” led by A. C. Miller. These 
conferences met each evening for 
fifty minutes, beginning at 7:00 
P. M., and were followed by a period 
of worship conducted by the con
ference leaders.

These church conferences create 
much interest in applied Christianity 
in community action. They can be 
arranged and held effectively by 
any church, regardless of its size 
or location.

Commission Sends Observer to 
Conference on Human Bights

An invitation was extended to the 
Christian Life Commission by the 
United Steel Workers of America 
to send a representative to their 
National Conference on Human 

, Rights held at Philadelphia on 
February 3. About 400 representa
tives of religious and industrial 
groups throughout the nation at
tended this meeting. The Commis
sion was represented by its Executive 
Secretary. The major addresses and 
workshops throughout the day gave 
emphatic emphasis to the role of the 
churches in interpreting the moral 
responsibilities of the leaders of 
both management and labor in the 
production and distribution of goods 
as a service to the people. The prob
lems created by racial and political 
tensions in the field of industrial 
relations were recognized as national 

problems not confined to any one 
region. One speaker said: “We are 
Americans—we are all Americans. 
There is neither North nor South; 
there is neither East nor West; for 
we are one nation under God.”

National Committee Organized for 
Action on Alcohol Problem

The Interdenominational Commit
tee on Alcohol Problems was or
ganized at Washington on February 
7. Dr. Caradine B. Hooton, General 
Secretary of the Methodist Board 
of Temperance, was chosen as presi
dent; A. C. Miller, Executive Sec
retary of the Christian Life Com
mission, was asked to serve as 
vice-president; and James Benz, Di
rector of the Social Welfare Depart
ment of the Church of the Brethren, 
was named secretary. This organi
zation has been in process of forma
tion for more than a year. The 
constitution and by-laws adopted 
at this meeting state that the object 
of the group is to provide for an 
exchange of ideas in the various 
fields of alcohol education and for 
the co-ordination of effort among 
church groups in dealing with the 
national temperance issues.

The Executive Committee of this 
group met at Washington on March 
25 to perfect the organization and to 
formulate its policies and procedures. 
Dr. John P. Gates, member of the 
Christian Life Commission from the 
District of Columbia, represented 
the Commission at this meeting of 
the Executive Committee.

Joint Committee on Ministerial 
Education Meets at Shaw University

The annual meeting of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Negro Minis
terial Education met at Shaw Uni
versity at Raleigh on April 7-8. 
Dr. Charles H. Brown of Benedict 
College started the meeting off with 
a very helpful devotional. This was 
followed by the principal address of 
the evening by Dr. J. ML Ellison of 
Virginia Union University.

Dr. C. A. Hart of Little Rock gave 
the devotional for the morning of 
the second day. The morning topics 
considered were “Basic Facts Re
garding Ministerial Training in our 
Schools” led by Victor T. Glass, and 
“The Trend in Seminary Training 
and its Implications for Negro Col
leges” led by Milton K. Curry, presi
dent of Bishop College.

Dr. Lynn Leavenworth of the 
American Baptist Convention led 
the afternoon discussion on “Prob
lems in Negro Ministerial Educa
tion.” He was assisted by others 
who discussed the future, recruit
ment, and scholarship aid for an 
adequate program of ministerial 
training. The closing session was 
a Fellowship Dinner in joint session 
with the annual meeting of the 
alumni of Shaw University.

The program committee for this 
session of the Committee was com
posed of Dr. W. B. Strassner, (Presi
dent of Shaw University), chairman; 
A C. Miller, president of the Joint 
Committee; and Victor T. Glass, 
secretary.

Christian Life Conferences at 
Ridgecrest and Glorleta Assemblies

The Christian Life Commission 
has chosen the subject of “The 
Christian in his Community” for 
its conferences to be held this sum
mer at Glorieta and Ridgecrest as
semblies. The responsibility of the 
Christian and his church to their 
community is fast coming into the 
focus of attention by the Christian 
leadership of the nation. The Com
mission is inviting some of the top 
men of our country to speak on this 
subject and to lead the open dis
cussions. After all, the moral prob
lems occur in the communities 
where people live and must be met 
in large measure by 'the people who 
live in them.

We will meet at Gloridta August 
7-13, and at Ridgecrest, August 21- 
27. .Put these dates down and come 
with us.



Why We Fail In Our Witness To The Jews
by

We are told that 83% of all Jewish people who 
have become Christian within the last century 
have been won through independent missions. 
Why are not more of them won through the 
churches? We suggest here several reasons.

1. Because of the attitude we assume toward 
them. Too many of us conform to the popular 
pattern of group prejudice against the Jews. 
Consciously or unconsciously we have permitted 
ourselves to be influenced by the recurring hate
fests against these people and to be biased by all 
lands of false statement^ made against them. We 
do not often stop to inquire if these statements 
have a basis ih fact Nor do we see the gross 
injustice of condemning the whole group because 
we know individuals among them who may be 
justly condemned.

2. Because of the difficulties we fear. Some of 
these difficulties have been created in our own 
minds by magnifying problems which- do not 
exist. Of course, we will meet some difficulties. 
Paul certainly had his share of them but he called 
his difficulties doors of opportunity (I Cor. 16:9). 
I£is always hard to persuade a people who are

——-"devoted to an old and historical religion to accept 
what they feel is a much younger religion. But 
in the case of the Jews it is not a matter of their 
changing their religion for another one. It is a 
matter of accepting their own religion in its full 

>and final revelation.

3. Because of certain prevailing errors. Some 
of these errors grow out of an over-emphasis on 
the dispensational interpretation of the Bible. 
They may be grouped as errors of method, errors 
of message, and errors of mission.

v a. Errors of method.' We refer to the various 
methods suggested by some for dealing with the 
Jews. There are those, for instance, who say that 
in presenting the gospel to the Jew the worker 
should not use the name “Jesus,” but always use 
the name “Christ,” which’means “Messiah.” In 

, view of such counsel, one recalls that Matthew, 
who wrote his Gospel especially to the Jews, uses 
the name “Jesus” much more often than he uses 
any of the other names of the Saviour. “Thou 
shalt call his name Je^us,” was heaven’s message

A. C. Miller

to his Jewish mother. Nor can we forget that 
when Jesus spoke to Saul on the road to Damascus 
he said to this most orthodox of Jews, “I am 
Jesus.”

b. Errors of message. Such errors grow out of 
certain forms of prophetic teaching in our day 
which seek to retain the Jews in the status of 
special privilege. This emphasis easily leads some 
to the opinion that the Jews require separate 
treatment and a different gospel.

Paul was averse to any semblance of a different 
gospel for any people. Special privilege in grace 
was foreign to his conception of the gospel. “For 
there is no difference: ” he writes to the Romans 
in discussing Jewish claims to special privilege, 
“for all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God.” (Rom. 3:23). He reminded the Ephesian 
elders that at Ephesus he had testified “publicly, 
and from house to house, . . both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, 
and faith toward out Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 
20:20b-21). The Jews are to be saved by the 
same gospel and in the same way that any other 
person in the world is saved: by repenting of 
their sins and believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

c. Errors of mission. Many errors arise from a 
misunderstanding of God’s mission for the Jews. 
His chosen people had a high purpose to fulfill 
and a holy mission to perform for which God 
made with them a sacred covenant. This covenant 
with this chosen people'has passed into a new 
covenant in Christ’s blood with provision for all 
people of every nation and with special privileges 
to none. Again Paul makes this clear when he 
writes to the Galatians: “There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” (Gal. 3:28-29).

During World War II, I was called from my 
pastorate to the State Executive Board of Texas 
to work with the soldiers .through the churches 
in military -camp locations. We established 32 



Service Centers through which 6,128 men in uni
form were won to Christ Many of these were 
young men from Jewish families.

During this time I enjoyed a fruitful travelling 
ministry. On trains and buses, in depots and bar
racks, I won and reported to their chaplains 105 
of these soldiers, of which 14 were Jews. I did 
not use a “Jewish approach" nor a “gentile ap
proach.” I used appropriate Scripture verses for 
each case without any reference to Jew or gentile, 
and trusted the Holy Spirit to convict the un
believer of his sins and lead him to repentance and 
faith.

The Christians in our churches must bear the 
gospel witness to the Jews of our communities. 
We should magnify our opportunities to win 
them, instead of magnifying the problems we 
anticipate and the difficulties we fear. Surely we 
should share with Paul his deep compassion, “My 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved;” and should follow his 
example in “testifying both to the Jews, and also 
to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 10:1; Acts 
20:21.)

Senate Committee to Hold Public Hearings on Liquor Advertising Bill
The Senate Interstate and .Foreign Commerce 

Committee will hold public hearings at Washing
ton on April 22, 23, and 24 on the Langer bill, 
S. 582. This is a bill to ban the interstate advertis
ing of beverage alcohol by radio, TV, and the 
facilities of the public press. Acting on the in
structions given this Commission by action of 
the Southern Baptist Convention in 1954 and 1955, 
we have arranged for Dr. A. J. Moncrief, Jr., 
Chairman of the Christian Life Commission, to 
represent Southern Baptists at this hearing. In 
conference with Dr. Kearnie Keegan and C. 
Aubrey Hearn, we have invited Dale Jones, .stu
dent director at the University of Arkansas, to 
represent the youth and student groups of our 
Convention in presenting their views on this 
question. Congressman Brooks Hays, President of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, will introduce 
our representatives to the Senate committee.

These hearings will be held in the Senate Caucus 
Room of the Senate Office Building and will begin 
at 10:30 A, M. on Tuesday, April 22. This is the 
day our representatives will appear. We appeal 
to our pastors to announce this event, date, and 

4 hour to their people and urge them to be in prayer 
for their representatives on the firing line, and 
for all the other representatives of the forces of 
righteousness as well as for each member of the 
Senate committee.

We further urge every qualified voter within 
our churches to write a letter to both the senators 
from his state and to each member of the Senate 
committee as given below, urging restrictive legis
lation that will take out of our homes drinking 
scenes and the false statements about beverage 

alcohol that are being drummed into the ears of 
young and old alike.

Do not be misled by propaganda that a business 
that has been legalized cannot be restrained from 
advertising. Any kind of advertising that is false 
can be stopped. What is more, the business that 
does it can be stopped. This is our chance to help 
stop this invasion of our homes by the liquor 
barons of America. Write and let the law makers 
know how you stand on this question. April 22 
is not a deadline for writing. Keep the letters 
going until the Senate acts on this bill.

The Senate Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee for the 85th Congress is listed below. 
Address: Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.

Warren G. Magnuson (Washington), Chairman. 
John O. Pastore (Rhode Island)
A. S. Mike Monroney (Oklahoma)
George A Smathers (Florida)

Ralph Yarborough (Texas)
Alan Bible (Nevada)
Strom Thurmond (South Carolina)
Frank J. Lausche (Ohio)
John W. Bricker (Ohio)
Andrew F. Schoeppel (Kansas)
John Marshall Butler (Maryland)
Charles E. Potter (Michigan)
William A. Purtell (Connecticut)
Frederick G. Payne (Maine)
Norris Cotton (New Hampshire)



RHYMES AND PATTERNS

Mary had a little lamb,
, Its fleece was white as snow,

And everywhere that Mary went
The lamb was free to go.

Sally had a little lamb,
Its fleece was black as night,

And everywhere that Sally went
The lamb met hate and fright.

And is this brave America
For which our fathers died,

Where white lambs scamper to and fro
And black are shunned and tied?

—Jan Nisbet

IMPORTANT NEW MATERIALS
A Sickness in Society, by Ralph A. Cannon; (TEM 
Press). This 32-page booklet by an eminent 
Methodist pastor, who also serves as Chairman 
of the Research Committee of the Churchmen’s 
Commission tor Decent Publications, is a well- 
written, concise analysis of the current problem 
of sex exploitation on the newsstands. It deals 
with the types of magazines, the society out of 
which they come, and the church as physician. 
A limited number of copies available from the 
Christian Life Commission. (Or write directly 

to the Methodist Board of Temperance, 100 Mary
land Ave., N. E., Washington 2, D. C.) 250 per 
copy.

The Traffic in Obscene Literature. (Speeches 
from the Christian Life Conferences at Gforieta, 
August, 1957.) Eight speeches on the nature of 
the problem and suggested solutions, with the 
report of the Findings Committee. Order from 
the Christian Life Commission. Multilithed, 500 
per copy.

Neither Black Nor White, by Wilma Dykeman and 
James Stokely; (Rinehart & Company, Inc.) 
Believing that the greatest service to the South 
and the nation currently lies in honest praise and 
constructive criticism, the authors have produced 
this illuminating personal narrative of the con
temporary South. The positions taken by the 
press, clergy, universities, public school officials, 
politicians and citizenry are described with under
standing and respect in terms of both current 
events and historical forces.

In this book as nowhere else the myth of the 
“solid South” is exploded. The many Souths— 
agricultural or industrial, liberal or conservative, 
integrated or segregated, rich or poverty-stricken 
—are revealed in all their disparity. And South
erners caught in the drama of transition now tak
ing place are shown in their attempts to cope 
with change and to overcome fears and tensions 
and maintain themselves and their institutions. 
With intelligence arid insight this book measures 
the pulse of the South in this period, of transition. 
$5.00.

BULLITIN OF

Ovtidiian. Cwnmiddiw.

OF TNI IOUTHIRN BAPTIST CONVINTION 

IS! IIOHTH HVINUI, NORTH

NON-PROFIT ORBANIZATION

U. S. POSTAGE
PAID

NASHVILLE. TENN. 
PERMIT NO. BBS

FORM 3547 REQUESTED


