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NEWS and WORK
"Light"

“Light” appears again. We hope it is here to stay. 
This is the title that was chosen by this Commission 
when it was called the Social Service Commission. 
Dr. Hugh A. Brimm had become the Executive Sec
retary in September, 1947, and felt very deeply that 
the Commission needed a periodical through which 
to communicate the ideas and work of the Commis
sion to the Christian leadership of the Convention 
and the nation. In May of 1948 he brought out the 
first issue. Its circulation grew to 15,000. In October, 
1952, publication was discontinued for lack of funds, 
but during these four eventful years “Light” won 
a lasting place in the esteem and appreciation of its 
readers.

Six years have passed. They have been six of the 
most challenging and formative years in history. 
Financial support for this Commission improved 
slowly, but not in a sufficient amount for us to re
sume the regular publication of a much needed 
periodical. We attempted to send out a Bulletin in 
the form of a newsletter, but an occasional printing 
was the best we could do. The financial horizon 
looks brighter now, however, and we believe we can 
sustain a regular publication.

“Light" will be published bi-monthly, beginning 
March 1. We invite your comments. Send us perti
nent facts. Let us think and pray together about the 
Christian and his church in today’s world.

On Seminary Campuses
Each year the Executive Secretary makes a visit 

to the campuses of our seminaries, where he is in
vited to present the work of the Commission to 
various classes and to bring the chapel message. 
Many conferences are held with the students. An 
increasing number of them are showing an interest 
in the place and work of the Christian Life Commis
sion in the program of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

The Executive Secretary represented the Commis
sion at Southwestern Seminary on February 11-12, 
and at Southeastern on February 19-20. The week 
of March 17-20 he will attend the Spring Conference 
at Southern, and on the afternoon of March 17 he 
will participate in a program on the social responsi
bilities of the church.

Christian
The Christian Life Commission of Texas, directed 

by Dr. Foy Valentine, sponsored its third annual 
workshop at Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth, 
February 8-9. The theme of the workshop was 
"Christian Principles Applied." Program personali
ties included: Robert E Naylor, J. M. Dawson,

A national Consultation on Ministerial Education 
will be held at Greenwich, Connecticut, March 6-8. 
Seventy consultants from over the nation have been 
invited to attend. Papers on the subject will be 
given, and a thorough study of the subject will be

Life Workshop in Texas
Forrest Feezor, W. W. Adams, Cornell Goerner, Wil
liam A. Lawson, and other prominent leaders.

The SBC Commission was represented on the pro
gram by its Executive Secretary, who discussed 
“Orientation in Christian Action in Retrospect.” He 
was followed by Dr. Valentine, who presented 
“Christian Action in Prospect.”

Consultation on Ministerial Education 
made, especially as it relates to the Negro ministry. 
This Commission will be represented by its Execu
tive Secretary. A fuller report of this historically 
significant meeting will be given after the meeting 
is held.



Salt-o-Graphs
"Y« are the salt of the earth"

A police captain in a big city once said to a mission 
pastor in a slum area: “Reverend, why don't you get 
off this block? This is no place for a church.” A 
devoted child of God would not agree with what the 
police captain said, but many would probably agree 
with what he meant. To him the church was some
thing apart from a world of reality and should keep 
itself pure by removing from a place of defilement.

The Christian and his chtarch are involved in all 
the material and social concerns that affect the lives 
of men. Inaction ih these areas of life is a kind of 
action on the side of corruption, tyranny, and graft. 
These social evils feed on the inactivity of the Chris
tian citizen and actually depend on him for their 
continuing existence. Call it social action, call it 
the social gospel, call it meddling in politics—call 
it what you will: it remains true that the church has 
no honorable choice but to be involved in the social 
order of mankind.

Jesus did not come into the world as a social re
former, but his coming has brought about many 
social reforms. He left his church well armed for 
social conflict in his gospel of love, mercy, and justice 
for all men. Shall we be content to make his gospel 
a message simply about the love, mercy, and justice 
of God? Is it the mission of the church to make its 
gospel attractive to men without seeking to make it 
effective among them? “By their fruits ye shall 
know them,” said Jesus.

Moreover, the gospel is a message of peace and 
goodwill among men. We can make this message 
effective in the world by making better men through 
the spread of the gospel and its teachings through
out the world; by working toward the general 
acceptance of world law and order; and by the 
cultivation and direction of a world intelligence in 
social and economic relations.

—A. C. M.

Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war.—Milton

WHAT THE CHRISTIAN CAN DO

PRAY. For my own attitude, that I may “seek 
peace and pursue it" in personal disputes. For the 
missionaries, for the statesmen, for the nation, for 
the United Nations. For the people of the world 
who are also seeking peace.

READ. What the Bible says. What the Southern 
Baptist Convention has said. What authors and 
leaders, magazines and newspapers are saying.

LEARN. What others are doing: Southern Bap
tists, missionaries, other denominations, govern
ments, the United Nations—to fight disease, death, 
poverty, illiteracy, hunger, slavery, injustice, ag
gression.

WRITE. To your Congressmen, to the State De
partment, about proposed legislation. Find out how 
foreign aid "is handled and how it could be improved.

Refute the theory that our 
sole defense lies in increas-
ing armaments. Insist the 
budget be spent to wage 
peace as diligently as tp 
forestall war.

WORK Through your 
church. In your local com
munity. Support good local 

FOR
WORLD
PEACE

government. Study com
munity problems—such as juvenile delinquency, 
crime, racial or economic exploitation or discrimina
tion—and work for their solution.

GIVE. To local mission work To world missions 
To world relief, such as the Red Cross, CARE, and 
the UN organizations.

‘ No peace is ever in store for any of us, but that which we shall win by 
victory over the sin that oppresses as well as over that which corrupts.
—Ruskip



From
THE SOURCE FILE

BOOKS
Christianity, Diplomacy and War, by Herbert Butterfield. 

Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, $1.75.
Here is a thoroughly informed, Christian evaluation of 
the roles of diplomacy and war in human life—their 
history, purposes, limits, dangers, and possibilities.

The World Is Learning Compassion, by Frank C. Lau- 
bach. Fleming H. Revell Co., $3.50.

Our chief problem today is not communism, Dr. Laubach 
says; it is the hunger which gave birth to communism— 
the hunger of body, mind and soul. We are running a 
race, he warns, between compassion and suicide. This 
book is his eloquent witness to the conviction that com
passion is on the march.

The Hate Campaign Against the U.N., by Gordon D. 
Hall. The Beacon Press, (booklet) 50c.

“As long as criticisms (of the UN) are based upon ac
curate statement of facts they are, of course, welcome. 
But the disturbing factor in most of this clamor is that 
it is the direct result of a deliberate campaign of distor
tion, mendacity and religious and racial hatred, con
ducted by a network of fanatical organizations. Gordon 
Hall has rendered a public service in cataloguing these 
agencies, the record of their sponsors, and the contents 
of their publications."—Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.

The Roots of American Communism, by Theodore 
Draper. The Viking Press, $6.75.

The untold story of the formative years of the Com
munist party in America: a vividly revealing and fully 
documented survey of its origins, its founding in 1919, 
its underground activities, and its emergence as a uni
fied, legal party. By tracing the party’s earliest ties to 
Russia and the Comitem, it helps us to understand what 
is happening to communism throughout the world today.

FILMSTRIPS
(May be borrowed from the Methodist Board of World 
Peace, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 35 mm., no rental fee, 
postage only.)

Structure for Peace—How the United Nations works; 
20 min.

Around the World on Less than 75c—How the U.S. con
tribution to the UN is used to build for peace; 45 min.

To Live Together as Good Neighbors—Purposes and 
programs of the UN and its specialized»agencies, from a 
Christian viewpoint; 15 min.

Sharing Skills—-The UN Technical Assistance program 
helping the peoples of underdeveloped areas; 10 min.

Let There Be Life—The World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) at work 
in many lands; 10 mm.

Let There Be Bread—How the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) meets the problem of hunger through 
seed, soil, livestock improvement, etc.; 10 min.

Night Into Day—What the UN Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is doing to further 
education throughout the world; 10 min.

One World or None—A discussion starter on social and 
political implications of atomic energy and weapons; 10 
min.

We Are All Brothers—Basic facts on race, presented 
with humor; 20 min.

Pick and Shovel Ambassadors—Story of Christian young 
people in work camps, with a challenge to work in one’s 
own community; 15 min.

BOOKLETS

Order from: Methodist Board of World Peace, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago 11, Ill.

The Meaning and Foundations of World Peace, $1.00 
per 100.

Christian Faith and the World Crisis. 25c ea.

Order from: Friends Committee on National Legislation, 
104 C St., N E., Washington 2, D. C.

Is Disarmament Possible?, 5c ea. and postage.

Questions on Disarmament and Your Job, 10c ea.

Order from: American Friends Service Committee, 20 S. 
12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa.

How to Compete With the Russians (Reprftit from 
New York Times), 5c ea.

Continued on Next Page



Z PEACE
It is our destiny to live in an era of 

struggle with an international movement 
intent on the creation of a new social 
order which would involve the destruction 
of the ideals of a Christian society. “We 
live in a dynamic world,” writes Harold 
Cooke Phillips in The Timeless Gospel. 
“A dynamic world is a dangerous world 
in which our life is imperiled. Yet the 
dynamic ages of history have been the 
creative ages. God can do more when the 
waters are stirred than when they are 
stagnant.”

In the desire of the Christian citizen for 
world peace the force of arms must not be 
decried, nor should its strength be ig
nored. The maintenance of peace among 
the nations without resort to arms is an

ideal toward which we should continually strive. 
During the period of our striving to attain this ideal, 
there are substitutes we can use for armed force.
One of these is the substitute of law for the agelong 
rule of war in the settlement of disputes.

There will always be hostile elements in the pop
ulation-of a nation, and now and then there will 
arise national leaders who will attempt to gain their 
ends by unlawful means. Each time this happens 
there are flashes of danger to the peace of the world. 
Then we usually witness agitation to make conces
sions, to make adjustments in our foreign policy, or 
to surrender territory and the positions that nave 
been built up from which to guard the peace.

We try to bring peace by disarmament. But the 
disarmament of ideas favorable to war is more im

portant than the scrapping of armaments. This 
disarmament of ideas must take two forms: the 
removal of misinformation on the one hand, and( 
the growth of understanding, goodwill, and mutual 
respect on the other. The one can be achieved by 
the processes of education, the other by the applica
tion of religious teaching:

The view is often stated that too much emphasis 
on internationalism will weaken, if not destroy, 
one’s loyalty to one’s own country. This viewpoint 
is the basis for much of the criticism that is di
rected against the United Nations. But in the higher 
view of national and international relationships the 
two ideals are not opposed, but complimentary to 
each other. “No other nation can mean to us what 
our own nation means,” writes an emminent patriot. 
“Here are the roots of our heritage, and here our 
central loyalties belong. It is because we feel so 
deeply about our own land that we understand how 
other people feel about theirs. If we will use our 
patriotism to interpret theirs, we will grow, not in 
bitterness, but in understanding and sympathy for 
the people of all nations.”

We at times identify the causes of war with the 
personalities of certain political leaders—the Napo
leons, the Hitlers, the Mussolinis. We would do 
better to think also of the unhappy social conditions 
which brought those leaders to power. And if we 
would heed the lessons of history, we should bear 
in mind that the oppression of minorities, the inter
ruption of economic development and frustrated 
hopes for better living standards could bring 
desperate men to power again in one world area or 
another, and thus evoke the threat of war. We 
should consider ourselves fortunate in being able to 
learn some of these lessons from the cold war now 
in progress. Here again are areas of need through 
which the churches and the schools can become ef
fective instruments of goodwill and understanding.

BOOKLETS Continued
Older from: Superintendent of Documents. U. S. Govern

ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C.

Your Opinion Counts, Dept, of State Pub. 5606, 10c ea

How Foreign Policy Is Made, Dept, of State Pub. 6519, 
10c ea.

United States Foreign Policy and Disarmament 
(Speech of Hubert H. Humphrey in the Senate, Feb. 
4, 1958), no price listed.

The Search for Disarmament, Dept, of State Pub. 6398, 
20c ea.

The Quest for Peace, Dept, of State Pub. 6391. 40c ea.

Report to Congress on the Mutual Security Program 
(June 30, 1958), no price listed.

Charter of the United Nations, Dept, of State Pub. 
2353, 15c ea.

You . . . And the United Nations, 1958, Dept, of State 
Pub. 6518, 20c ea.

The Widening Circle (An account of public-private 
cooperation in the International Educational Ex
change Program of the Dept of State, 1957), Dept 
of State Pub. 6442, 25c ea.

U.S. Participation in the U.N., 1957, Dept, of State 
Pub. 6654, (paper), 75c ea.

Know Your Communist Enemy (series of 5 booklets), 
10c per booklet.

Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. Dept, of State Pub. 
5888, 15c ea.

Order from: The Church Peace Union, 170 E. 64th St., 
New York 21. N. Y.

The United Nations: Facts and Fallacies, single copies 
free.

Order from: Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 E 38th St., New 
York 16, N. Y.

Effects of Radiation and Fallout. Public Affairs Pam
phlet 256, 25c ea.



Even before Jeremiah thundered his anger against 
the false: prophets who cry “‘Peace, peace;' when 

hhere is no peace,” men of moral perception have 
Wrestled with the problem of war. As early as 1891 
Southern Baptists spoke out against it, and began a 
search for a practical approach to “secure the 
universal substitution of arbitration in the place of 
war.”

In 1895 the Convention saw the need for an inter
national organization of mediation and urged “the 
establishment of an Inter
national Arbitration Court, 
or High Court of Nations.” 
This emphasis was repeated 
in 1925; and from 1931 un
til 1936 the Convention 
urged the ratification of the 
protocol of the World Court, 
stating, “We can see no 
sound reason for continued 
delay by the Senate and we 
urge prompt action.”

Other actions by the Con
vention proposed a confer
ence on disarmament (’21, 
’37), opposed UMT and 
large expenditures for mili
tary training and armament 
(’32, ’34, ’36, ’46), and 
recommended constructive 
action for peace through 
prayer and peace commit
tees in the local churches.

In 1940 the threat of war drew near America, and 
the Convention drew up a resolution condemning 
war and urging "all possible wisdom and every pos
sible precaution to prevent our nation from becom
ing involved in the present world conflict.” They 
also protested the shipment of scrap-iron to Japan 
and recognized the right of conscientious objection. 
Although acknowledging “the right of national self
defense,” they also stated: “We believe no war 
should be identified with the will of Christ.”

In 1943 a Committee on Southern Baptists and 
World Peace was appointed, and continued through 
1946. This committee formulated a statement of six 
principles, which were unanimously adopted by the 
Convention, and which are, stated briefly:

“1. No isolation—recognizing that all nations are 
members one of another.

“2. Democracy, or the right of all nations, both 
great and small, to self-government.

“3. International organization for peace, imple
mented with necessary police power and an inter
national court of justice.

(For further information on the Southern Baptist 
position on world peace, write to the Christian Life 
Commission for a copy of Statements on World 
Peace by the Southern Baptist Convention, 50c per 
copy.)

“4. The worth of every individual respected, to
ward the elimination of race prejudice and hatreds 
which undermine respect for the individual.

“5. Economic opportunity for all peoples, toward 
elimination of disastrous trade barriers and en
forced poverty.

“6. Religious liberty, not alone tolerated worship 
but the right to conduct missions, to hold property 
dedicated to religious uses, to establish schools and 

printing presses, and to ex
ercise civil 'rights without 
discrimination on grounds 
of religious faith.”

This committee also pub
lished a booklet “The Com
ing Peace,” helped unoffi
cially in the organization of 
the United Nations Organ
ization (more than seven of 
the nine suggestions offered 
were incorporated into the 
UN charter), and attended 
the San Francisco Con
ferences urging the cause 
of religious liberty.

Since 1928 the majority 
of resolutions and reports 
brought to the Convention 
for action have been pre
pared by the Christian Life 
Commission (formerly So
cial Service Commission). 

In 1952 the following steps toward peace were out
lined:

“1. Redouble our effort to reconcile men with God.

“2. Do not tolerate any complacency about war. 

“3. Combat a mood of hysteria or blind hatred.

“4. Reject fatalism about war.

“5. Oppose primary reliance on military strategy 
to meet Communist aggression.

“6. Press for positive programs which have im
mediate possibilities for peace and justice.”

The Convention’s most recent action was the ap
pointment in 1958 of a nine-member Committee on 
World Peace, headed by the Convention President, 
Brooks Hays, to “report to the 1959 Convention on 
ways and means by which Southern Baptists can 
contribute to the cause of world peace.”



Tracts Published By The

AVAILABLE WITHOUT COST

“The Christian Life Commission” (pictorial)
“The Christian Life Commission: What It Is, What 

It Does”

11.00 PER 100 (SINGLE COPIES FREE)

Alcohol
“At Ease in Zion”
“I Make My Commitment”
“Should Liquor Advertising Be Prohibited?”
“What Liquor Is Doing to the Home”
“Why Not Get the Revenue?”

Gambling
"A Senator Speaks on Gambling”
“What’s Wrong With Gambling?”

Juvenile Delinquency
"Juvenile Delinquency: A Challenge to the 

Churches”
“Juvenile Delinquency: A Plan of Attack”

Christian Life Commission 1

Race Relations
“The Christian’s Obligation to All Races”
“Race Relations: A Charter of Principles” 

(Statement of SBC, 1947-48)
"Race Relations: A Christian View”
“Race Relations: A Factor in World Missions”
"Race Relations: A Factor in World Peace”
“The Racial Problem Is My Problem”
“Some Quiet Thoughts on a Turbulent Issue”

t

Salacious Literature
“A Senator Speaks on Salacious Literature”

$2.00 PER 100 (SINGLE COPIES FREE)

“Christian Principles Applied to Citizenship” 
(6 pages)

“Christian Principles Applied to Daily Work” 
(6 pages)

“Christian Principles Applied to Family Life” 
(6 pages)

“Christian Principles Applied to Moral Prob
lems” (8 pages)
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