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Dear Friend:

If there is anything Southern Baptists are
generally agreed on, it is that we do not
need another denominatjonal publication
cluttering our desksi

This newsletter is not intended as a publi-
cation in any formnl sense whatsoever, It is,
rather designed as an occasional mimecgraph-
ed piece to carry pertinent and relevant
matters in the field of applied Chrietianity
to a8 very speclalized audience -- state and
associational Christian Life Commission (or
Committee) members,

Numerous requests have come across my desk
since I came to this work in 1960 for some
such medium of communication, Not until the
coming of William M, Dyal, Jr. to the
Christian Life Conmission as Director of
Orgonization has such a project been possible,
It is now with thanks to him and a prayer to
God for its usefulness that we send forth
this first issue,

Sincerely,

Foy Valentine
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

The Christian Life Commission.of the
Southern Baptist Convention

RECORD CRIME RATE

Religious News Service reported that 1963
was well on its way to establishing a new
all-time record in the crime rate. FBI di-
rector, J. Edgar Hoover announced that the
number of c¢rimes known to police during the
first half of 1963 topped the same period o
year ago by nine percent, The greatest in-
crease in ¢rime has occurred in the suburban
areas. & final report will be released next
July,
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WASHINGTON, D.C, CITIZENSHIP SEMINAR

Clection year and the natjonal capitol
will be the context for a Christian Life
Commission Seminar on Christian Citizenship
to be held March 23.25, Invitations have
been accepted by more than 75 Southern
Baptistas from a cross-section af life and
ministry.

Among the spenkers and discussjon leaders
will be Dr, John Bennett, Union Seminary
President; Dr. Penrose St. Amant; Hon, Brooks
Hays; Dr. Dan Grant, Vanderbilt Political
Science professor; Dr, William Crook; Dx,.
James Ralph Scales; Dr. Jimmy Allen; and
Dr. Theodore Adama.

ASSOCTATIONS ACT

Exemplary actions were taken in recent
months by two Associations of Baptiets. The
young Metropolitan New York Baptist Associ-
ation resolved that the churches of the area
be urged to establish a Christian Life Com-
mittee at the church level. To find and
implement wayes of expressing Christian con-
victions in racial and other moral issugs,
and to exercise a ministry of reconciliation
within their geogrophical areas without dis-
tinction of race were stated+areas of purpose

-for these church committees. The Madison

Baptist Church of Madison, New Jersey. Howard
Hovde, pastor is following the resalution and
has_formed an active Christian Life Committee.

The Mt., Vernon Associstion of northern Vir-
ginia vaoted to sponsor a major seminary.work-
shop in the spring of 1965 to study the major
current tssues and their implications for
Baptist witness. The Association is asking
the Southexrn Baptimt Christian Life Commisaion
to aid in the planning of the workshop. John
Rs Halsell, I1I, pastor of Vienna Baptist
Church is chaixman of the Associational
Christian Life Committee. 2
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crime and penal sYsRmws.tm%ie state, the Mﬁi(?}}nm L Py S
Georgia Christian Life Commission made a = 3 ad sdneds v G e
thoughtful statement on e.pgul pund shoent I%dmlinn -
at the annisl © 'Sﬂ"&i: 382, ‘Nokth amnn_-
I'The report’ read ‘h‘i‘pttrf gid Hilf"°"  Convention messengexs luppothd a reso. "
put to death more peop‘l st 30 lution of its Christian L{fe Committea
years thin any other stats i tHe ‘United . calling for aboliphment of capital punish-
‘States,' The total numbey “To ‘death be-’ ment  in the state, The action had been
tweet 1930 antd 1959 wad Y92, Thua, ‘'we lad asked for two years in succepsion, Spirit-
the uation In taking ‘the lth of thosa ed debate on both sides of the 1ssua pree
who came fnto our coutts. Tn 1’959, Hale of ceded the vote, ﬂ.‘u,iﬂnhtpr of mllelgh.
thove excuted 1o tﬁ#'ﬂnubd Statés wers texmed the death penalty a "relfe ‘of the
-put to death in Gmgtd; c&ﬁfmur Flori- _ medieval age."
da''and Arksoias, v ‘

Following's conoise wdiipturii? fntérpre- A LIVING SPEECH PROM A DEAD TRESIDENT. . .
‘theion, the report {ndivded Impréssioen * '
gatned Prom e ‘study of the prod a8’ coris " mibat Kind of pesce do we seek? Not'a Pax
of capieml punishimerit, “Our pfesent penal’ Amu:l:fm Gﬂ?‘ﬁ on the’ world' by Amexie

- system fit which capital punfshttent ¥s s Not the pesce of che

f290 xq 21 r'me .—'r;rl noilesinsyy0

- method of dealing with aXtreme violatiols gmc oz t'.he um:rity of the mn. I am,
©OF'leW wordld tive to be Tevimed Tf capital  ctalking about gemine peace - the kind of |
PSR were' abolrsthed, VitEYe st BE'Y  pésce that wakes 11¥e on earth vorth livw.

wdy- of dealing with tlie membetw of society ing, and the kind that enables men and
vho aze unable or ursrilling to live within natione to grow and to hope and to build &
a soefety of law and order," better 1ife for thelr children - not mere-

The report concluded that while an of. ly peace for Americans, but peace for all
ficial of the state may pull the executing men and women - ndt merely peace in our
sattch, the ultimate Tesponsidility for time but peacéd in all time, , .Peace need
th2 exccution rests upon the citizens of not be impracticable and war need not be
the state, “If we as & soclety are to rise inevitable, By defining our gpal more
atove hatred and murdex, we must Carry out clearly, by meking it seem more managesable
our belief in the worth and dignity of man and less remote, we can help all pedple
by eliminating capital punishment, The see it, to draw hepe from it, and to mowve
state should seek to eave life by rehabili- irresistibly toward it, We are not helpless
tation rather than to take life by exe- before that task or hopeless of its success,
cution, " Conf {dent and unafraid, we laboxr on « not

toward a strategy of annihilation but

Kentucky: towerd a strategy of peace.*

Kentucky Baptists adopted a resclution «aPregident John ¥, Kennedy in his address,
urging the churches to vote for inte- “The Strategy of Peace,”
gration. The resolution camnended those
churches which already have demonstrated
a "willingness and desire to accept per- READABLE
sons sclely on the New Testament basis of
their feith in Christ without regard to STRENGTH TO LOVE, Martin Luther King,Jr,
racial oxigin.” ° Admirers and critics alike ahould read
the philosophy and spiritusl pilgrimage
Mississippi: of the most fufluential men in the United

Meeting in Jackasom, the Missiseippi Cone States in the cruciel ares of race re-
vention voted téd set up a Christian Action lations, A revealing behind-the-scenes
Coomission with membership to be elected lock at TIMP'S "Man of the Year" and his
tn the 1964 convention, The Commission beliefs, Published by Rarper and Row,




QUOTABLE

A hitlcwl Lottery?es.

Jahy Hurt in the Georgla Paptist CRREST-
71 477X editoralizes: "Rep, Foul A, Fino,
-2 New York Republican, ie reviving his
crucode for 8 government lottery. Those in-
ciined to dismiss him should remember New
¥2mashivre recently approved one on & state
.n%5. The Representptive introduced into
the "Congressional Record" a tabulation
~fusving $3.7 dillion went into parimutuel

stting.iast year, He claims it 1s the total

L. =he 24 states which permit such gembling,

1.3 elzo claims that $6 billion goes right

Lu~o tae filthy pockets of the gambling crime

c-licates, We can't dispute the figures

oy to we bel{eve he can prove them, That
Pl the icsue, Legelizing wrong doesnt't
n:lie At right, The Repraesentative would find
btmrelf in much better company if he would

- »rvedg for lew enforcement. We haven't wip-

3

The Chuxch and Technologye s«

"The 'Christian Church has a concern for
technology and the new foxms of society
that it brings..,Technology offers the
human xace opportunities never imown be-
fore, We can and tha age~old struggle
against starvation and poverty, We can
stop much of the drudgery, pain and fruse
trotion that hove haunted mankind,,.But
Technnlogy drings riske to magch its
opportunities, Technology combinad with
greed, indiffexence, and ignoxance viocti-
mites some men and thrsatens us all.

Consider a few of the big quastions
Christisns must lay on the conscience of
men these days, (1) What shall we do with
our vastly increasing produntion? Shall
we manipulate pecpls, by the arts of
psychology and advertising, to consume
more and waste more in order to keep tha
economy going? (2) What shall we do with
men who are displaced by machines? (3)

-

. ot murder and drunken driving but neitheriwhat shall we do about the world's sofe- .

“2 we heard this justified as the reason
{*% lesalizing them.,.n
~ CTI5TLLN INDEX, November 28, 1963

“n's At The UNe..
wer'ng a Christisn Life Commission
ored Seminar on the United Nations in
* Y City, Editor Richard Owen of Ten
© a2 cormented: "To some people the
‘ed Nat{ons can do nothing wrong., To
© = ethera it can do nothing right, Re-
. 7"Ur we made some attempt to get the
3 rn it,, I & Sense, the UN is s kind
i-*~vror held up before the world, If we

"2 € like what we see in it, we must real-
sz it'a the reflection of the politicel,

- womlie, soclal, cultural reslity obtaine
3 in 111 nations whose flags fly at even
... before the UN.yy, -

e 28 Christians look at the UN in the

T e of the cross, We should view it in

o -yweress of what might be the only alter.

ntive - the mushrooming cloud of nuclear

Crouruction, Certainly we ehould mot write

3.~ the UN as useless, even If it scaems

. hing but talk, Talk ie better than misa

~'le3. While debnite goes on, there 1s still

s *sibility of coming to some agreaments

‘A% cen lessen international tensions and

'3 tu'm the enormous cost of armaments to

ty and hunger? Technology crestes weapons
that endanger the whole human race, Ine

creasing the number of lives far more
easily than the quality of lives, it crowds
us closer together without teaching us how
to live together. (4) How shall we locate
ethical responsibiiity in this highly or-
ganized world?

“The church does not meet the emerging
nevw gociaty with ready-mede enswars for
its urgent problems. Im paxt, the vocation
of tha church today is to trouble the con=
science of society with parsistent paine
ful questicns e0 that wmen in the seats of
prwer cannot be complacent in their af.
fl\lm’-." u s
. »«THE LNTERCHULCH NEMS, Decembaer 1963

Bvangelicale and the Race RevoluSion..

"The fdentification of conservative
religious leaders with conservative sooclal
and political attitudea has beoome a
styong indictment of the evangelical poei-
timy..The conservative Protestant Churxch
had better get involved in thisp Negro re-
volution or face inevitable judgment by
the Negroes and youth of today and the
historians of tomorTow," <

-=Willian Anderson,Jx,, CHIISTL.NITY

TA.Y., Octobexr 25, 196 x

~Jre constructive purposes,”

E—.—

"l ratarional Christisn Life Committee Guidebook, 12 pages, Christisn Life Coomission
L. nblfcatlon, Tree. Splendid ald In activating and projecting programs of work,




AN OPEN LETTER
I plead guilty to spegking out against the
objectional salaclous and gobscene literature
on £Lhe newsstands in Pine ,Bluﬁf. I .poke out
but--
~-Only after years of remntnlm oilent while
studying the problem of salacious literature
and the pros and cons of ceasowehip;
--Only after reading thé woyda of Pitirim
Sorokin, eminent Harvard Sociolagiist sivo
sald:“"The sham litexature of our age is de-
cigned for the commercial cultivation, pro-
pegotion and exploitation of the most de- .
graded forms of behavior,,.It 1s pornbgraphy
that appenls to the basest propensities of
the "worst of the beast,®,..The world of
this pcpulax literature 1s a sort:'of human
z0o, inhabited by raped, mutilated, and
rurdered femn}es, and by he-males outmatch-
tng 1 beastislity any caveman and outlust-
ing the lustlest of animels,..Giving detall- -
ed descriptions of various techniques of
sexual approach, and vivid scenes of kissing
enbracing, and copulating, and while brutally
dremetizing rape and other sexual perver-
sions, this pornographically illustrated
culp-literature demoralizes and dehumanizes
rillions of readers.,.,all in all, this stuff
I'as-become omnipresent in our lives and
overyone of us 4s incessantly and increasing-
ly exposed to its deadly radiations."
~-Only after reading the question posed by
J. Ldgar Hogver, f,nd what have we dome to
cam dhe flood of twilight zone material
~=valgar and degrading trash--inundating so
miay newsstande across the Nation?*
---Only after considering the words of Post-
macter Genercl sixthur E, Summerfield thac
#it is clear that there must be a greater,
expended awareness of the seriousness and
t“he demoralizing results of the wholesale
distribution of filth to the children of
this country 1if we are to deal with this
matter in a completely effective manner,'
-~Cnly after I learned from Ethics Profes-
scx C,W,Scudder that fsalacious literature
and pornographic matexials soon became the
central matter for luvestigation when the
special Senate committee yndertook the task
of determining the causa.ox-oguses of the
rapid rise in juvenile crimey Poisoning of
rminds and the prostituting of emotions seem
to have taken first place in undermining and
ccrrupting the moral health of /merica, and
this has been carried out, in the main, by _
the producers of salacious literature and
pornographic matertals,¥

~wOnly after seeing grade-school children
squatting at the magazine racks of our news-
stands poring over books and magarines, the
covers of which blatantly headlined sadism,
vice and perversion!

~-Only after I read the statement of a
nationally recognized literary critic, writ-
ing for New York Times who sald of some of
theiooks recently published (and of course
sold“Jocally) that they compared es far as
lita¥efy merit is concerned with the

: "gukibblings on the wall of public totlets,®

" Now dedr reader honestly does it take a

‘‘literary eritic of recogntzed capacity"
(from a recent Commercial editoriel) to
judge the ltterary merit of "scribblings on
the walld of public trollets"?

1'dm for freedowcfreedom of the press;
nfreedom to read,” I am for the freedom of
a mef to eat out of the garbage can--but
-also’in favor of 'm 18w which assures clesn
wielésome £464 sErved to achool children,

Is 1t wrong to be for a lew like that???

I am for the freedom of a man to go swime
ming in & cesspool-~-but I am in favor of a
law to protect the health of youngsters whe
swim in the city pool. Is it wrong to be for
a law like thac???

I am for the freedom of a person to read
vile, pornographic fi1lth reflecting the life
of subsocial sewers--but I am ia favor of a
law to protect the impressionsable minds of
children against the influence of such path-
ological rottenness. Is It wrong to be for a
law like that???

The editorial staff of the Pine Bluff Com-
merciel has declared itself in favor of the
freedom to print and publish without censor-
ship and distribute without interference
such literature as described above. I hereby
declare mygelf to be unequivocally and un-
relentingly against the same, I am against
it as a man. I am against it as a citizen of
the community, I am against it as o minister
of a church., I am against it as a father of
teen-aged children, .8 long as [ live I will
be against it and vhen I die I will be dead
against it, ; :

In the name of Al_tﬁighty God I am guilty of
being againat the meayfacture, distribution,
sale and exhibition of salacious literature.
Sincerely yours,

EERCNCS PN C Robert L, Smith, Pastor

Pine Bluff, iirk,

(This splendid statement on salacious litera«
ture was firat printed in the PI{E RLUFT ZTOilw
MECL.L. It may be reprinted,)




BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BOOKS ON APPLIED CHRISTIANITY
Recomnended by the Christian Life Commissior of the Southern Baptist Convention for use in
Church Libreries, 1964, Without giving full approval of all that 18 said in all of the
books listed hére, it is felt that readers will find them helpful in gaining a better
understanding of our Christian faith and life,

GENERAL

Bamette, Introducing Christian Ethics (Nashville:Broadman Prees,l969) $3,75

Gordner, BIblical Falth and Social Ethics (N.Y.:Harper and Bros.,1960) $5.00

Maston, Christionity end World issues (N.Y,:The Micmillan Co.,1957) $5,00

Maston, The Christian In The Modern World (Neshville:Convention Press,1952,rev,1955) 75¢

Troeltsch, The Soclal Teaching of the Christjan Churches,2 Vol.(N.Y.:Harper-Row,1960)
$4,70 in paperback for LOEh vol. (Vol.1,32.95; Vol.Z,32.45)

FAMILY

Adams; Making Your Marriage Succeed (N,Y.:Harper-Row,1953) $2.50

Bowman, A Christian Interpretation of Merrisge (Phile,:Westminster Press,1959) $2.50

Mace, Whom God Hath Joined (Phlla,:Westminater Press,1953) $2,00

Scudder, The romily In Christisn Perspective (Nosh,tBroodman Press,1962) $3,50

Trueblood, The Recovery of Family LlIe (N.Y.:Harper and Broe,,1953) §2.00

RACE

Campbell, Race and the Renewal of the Church (Phila.:Westminster Press,1962) paper $1.25

Haselden, The Raclel Problem In Chrlstian Perspective (N.Y,:Harper,1959) $3.50

Hays, A Southern Moderate Spenks (Chapel Hill:The Unlv, of N.C. Press,1959) $1,00

Marney, Structures ot Prejudice (Nashville:Abingdon Press,1961) $4,50

Maston, The Bible and RAace (Nashville:Broadman Press,1959) $2,50; paper, 85¢

Mcston, Segregation and Desegregation: A Christian ipproach (N.Y.:Mecmillan,1959) $3,30

C IT IZENSHIP = , =

Bennett, The Christian As Citizen (N.Y.:hissoclotion Press,1955) $1.25

Cullman, The Stéte In The New Testament (N,Y.:Chas.Scribner®s Sons,1956) $2,95

Geren, Christians Confroat Communism (Nashville:Convention Press,1962) 75¢

Niebuhx, Moral Men and immoral Soclety (N.Y.:Chas.Scribner's Sons,1932) $3,95; paper,$1.45

Muchl, Mixing Relligion and Politics (N.Y.:Assoc.Press,1958) 50¢ peperback,

DAILY W _—

Boggs, ALL Ye Who Labor (Richmond:John Knex Press,1961) $2.50 paperback

McLelland; The Other Six Days (Richmond:John Knox Press,1961) $1,50, paperback

Oldham, Work In Modern Soclety (Richmond:John Xnox Press,1961) paper $1,00

Tyueblood,” Your Othex Vocatlon (N.Y.:Harper-Row,1952) $2,00

Balnton, Christian Attitudes Townrd War and Peace (Nashville:Abingdon Press,1960) $4.75
Beach, Consclénce on Campus (N.Y.:Associatlon Prees,1958) $2.50; paper, $1.00

Maston, Right or Wrong shville:Broadman Press,1955) $2,00

Scudder, Danger Ahead (Nashville:Broadman Press,1961) $3,25

Tilson, Should Ch¥{stians Drink? (Nashville:Ahingdon Presa,1957) $2,00

THE AMERICAN FAMILY: A COMPOSITRE PICTURE

47 militlon United States families completed high school,

69 million children under 18 years of age Half of all women in their early 70%s are
(one in 25 lives with divorced or sepnrnted widows; only 1 in 6 moles is & widower,
paxrents) Income: Lowest medien family income ie found

Transient: almost half the population five in Miesisstppli highest in Alaska, follow-
years old and over moved in the five years ed by Californta and Nevada, .
preceding 1960 cenaus, ~=-Population Reference Bureau, Washington,

Preparation: 3 out of 5 family heads have not D.C., December 30, 1963

R IDGRCREST -- August 20-26 DATES TO € IRCLE) IN RED GLORIETA ~- August 6-12
Christian Life Commission Summer Conferences SURJECT: Christianity and Race Relations




A CHURCH TAKES INVENTORY ON RACE

wWhat are the requiremgnts for membership
in our local church? Do we effirm a policy
of open membership without regard to race,
claea, or ethnic origin?

Does the church have in its membership
persons other thap those from the majority
group? If so, who are they aad how did they
come to join, our churgh? If we do not have
any members of different background than the
majority, why is this so?

Does our church see persons in the neighe
borhood as potential for evangelization? Are
any of them already members of the church?
If the immediate neighborhood is nll or pre=
dominantly of .one racia)l group what consid-
eration has been given to ways of broadening
and deepening the fellowship through more
inclusive experiences?

What is our lpocal church doing in the
following areas: :

a, Moking available tnﬁormntion concerning
Taclel end cultpral relations through
=athe church library?
==]literature distribution?

-=literature displays?
=wgudiocwvisual pids?
~=TepoTts?

-~apeakers?

b, Studying and 1m:erpret!.ng the Christian
basis and responsibility for moving toward
inclusiveness in the church end racial
justice in the commumity by means of
-=Teguler study?
~efellowship groups?
~w=gpecial atudy-action groups?

-=the pulplt?

60. Providing opportunities for sharing in

inclusive fellowship experiences
==through pulpit and congregation exchanges?
~=through yoked congregationsl experiences?

"ecby bringing age-lavel groups together for

worship, study-action, discussion of mutual
concerns, recrestion, work projects, speclal
occagions, etc.?

d, Being sure that the philosophy of
Christian education masterials used, in the
experiencescaentered aspects of tha curri-
culum, and in the attitddes of the teachers
reflect the Christian foith and the denomia~
nationts intention?

e. Studying the church's investments and
properties to moke sure they are non-discrimi-
iontory, Attempting to insure that come
panies from which the church purchases
services have falr exmployment practices?

f, Working in the community through
Christian witness to make the moral 1ssue
clesr by
-=gupporting movement and législation
through racisl justice in housing, employ-
ment, education, social welfare and health
services, public accommodations, eta.?
-=cncouraging and supporting the laity in
their witness ond work in the community?

eeSJGarry Oniki SOCIAL ACTION, Sept.1963

"The Things That Moke For Peace”
Addressece delivered at the 1963 Christian

Life Commission conferences at Glorieta and
Ridgecreet are now avallable for ¢1 from the
Commisston office. Included are addresses by
Charles Wells, Carlyle Marmey, Frank Gxeham,
Chotrtes Wellborm, Bill Pinson, Jimmy allen,
J. P, illen, Bill Dyal and Lloyd Wright,
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