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WORLD HUNGER: whose problem is it?

Foy Valentine
Executive Secretary
The Apocalyptic black borse of famine has gal-
loped full speed into the present age.

Hunger has now combined with the Malthusian
malignancy of overpopulation to plague today’s
world with a special vengeance.

The quiet and awful violence of human starvation is one of the
grosseat obscenities of this age.

World hunger is one of the grave moral problems of our time.
Whose problem is it?
World hunger

A both/and approach

David R, Corrie .
What mental images do the words hunger and starvation create in
your mind? Most Americans who have grown up in relative
affluence, have trouble comprehending starvation. Our struggles do
not involve food. We worry about insurance and car payments—not
our next meal. Therefore, for us, it is hard to picture the absolute
poverty under which one billion people live today. For people in
absolute poverty, the biggest worry is having food to survive. This is
true not only abroad, but here in America as well. It is estimated,
for example, that in Nashville, a city of 460,000, there are over
49,000 hungry people.!

We must see this reality and commit ourselves to changing it. And
we can change it. According to Robert McNamara, president of the
World Bank, “There is no cause for despair. There is every reason
for hope. In the past few generations the world has created a
productive machine capable of abolishing poverty from the face of
the earth.” 2 But we must move quickly. Mr, McNamara wrote
those words five years ago. Today the problem is still acute.

The response I propose to change this situation is a Both/ And
Approach. It involves both direct ministry and committed action.
It involves both immediate and long-range answers. It affects both
personal lives and public policy. It seeks both to minister to the
hungry in their present plight and also to free them from their
oppression. It attempts to feed the hungry now and help them to
feed th&mselves tomorrow.

One of the two major aspects of the Both/ And approach is support
of reliable relief and development agencies both domestically and
abroad.

One such “agency’ for domestic hunger relief should be the local
church. Through a variety of programs, a number of churches are
making a consistent, corporate witness in providing food to the |

(Continued on page 8)

1s hunger just the problem of underdeveloped countries, or the arid
regions of earth, or the overpopulated natjons, or the conquered,

or the weak, or the poor? Is hunger just the problem of governments,
or economic systems, or competing ideologies, or the churches?

In Southern Baptist life, is hunger just the concern of the local
churches, or the state conventions, or the Foreign Mission Board, or
the Home Mission Board, or the Sunday School Board, or the

other agencies?

Hunger is everybody’s problem.
All of us have a stake in hunger’s challenge.

The Christian Life Commission, as the Christian social concerns
and Christian social action agency of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, has a special stake in hunger’s challenge. The Commission
views hunger as a moral concern of such awesome magnitude as

10 demand heavy and continuing involvement.

As yet, the Commission has not done nearly enough, not nearly
as much as should have been done.

The Commission, however, mailed, in 1976, a carefully prepared
and reasonably comprehensive World Hunger Packet to
every pastor, minister of education, and denominational
worker in the Southern Baptist Convention.

The Commission has sponsored and supported the development
of a variety of materials and projects to

heighten Southern Baptist awareness of

world hunger and o encourage a Chris-

tian response to the challenge. The Com-

mission joined the Brotherhood Commis-

sion, the Woman's Missionacy Union,

and several other ageacies in spear-

heading the effort to put World Hunger

Day on the Southern Baptist official de-

nominational calendar. And the Com-

mission secured the initial financial

commitments from the Foreign Mis-

sion Board, the Home Mission Board,

and the Sunday School Board which

guaranteed that plans for a Southern

Baptist Convocation on World Hunger /7~ 4

would become a reatity. The Commission

intends to continue to give Southern

Baptists the strongest leadership of which

we are capable in this pressing moral

cancern, expanding current efforts to the

limit of our ability. / |

This issue of LIGHT on world hunger is * /i
prepared with the earnest hope that it will ,J' -
help to stir God’s people to greater zeat in ( 1
the bold doing of the gospel of Christ. A | ||
significant response to the challenge of | [
world hunger on the part of Seuthern Bap-
tists can now undergird every part of our
work and s in the Bold Mission
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A few monthy ago the Christian Commission invited Millard
Fuller to address its national semipar about appropriate economic
lifestyles for Chrigtinns. Fuller is a formerly wealtby businessman
'hopvniuyhhfcmmemdhmputo(a(mﬂsﬂm
community known s Koigonia Farm In preparing his reroarks,
Fuller asked the advice of Ethe] Dunning, a poverty-atricken black
woman who lives near him. This is what Mra. Dunning told
Fuller be should say to a gathering of Southern Baptist leadars:
“You tell them thers nin't no way you can live in big homes with lots
of money and plenty of food and they is po’ folk ali around them
living in ghacks and hongry and God is going to be happy with
them.” v

In a capsule, that is the ethical chailenge of worid hunger. As
Southern Baptists, we need to Jook squarely at that challenge and the
biblical teachings about it, even if we must squint a bit; and we

mtnt begin to search for ways to respond.

The Ethical Challenge of World Hunger

Hunger has been one of the most persistent horrors to confront
mankind, It did not begin in 1974 in the Sabel, and it certainly did
pot end there. It has shifted itmpainful presence to new locales; it has
hidden in darkened tensement houses and in mud huts; and it has
successfully evaded the few impotent attacks to which society has
subjected it.

Human ingenuity has obliterated diseases, invented awesome
machines,and provided fantastic Juxury for the wealthy. Yet it bas
been completely stymied by the unrelenting presence of hunger.
Sometimes, a1 at present, hunger seems to recede. But it never
disappears, and it always returns. It waxes and wanes with a will of
its own, oblivious to our meager cfiorts against it.

The first ethical challenge ot world hunger, then, ‘i‘s its challenge to
our ability to stop it. But isn't this a technological ratber than

an ethical chalfenge? Won't the solution to the hunger problem
ultimately-¢ome from such developments as birth control,

advanced agricultural and storage techniques, and chemical dis-
coveries? No, People are starving in spite of the fact that we are
aow producing (and likely will continue to produce) enough food to
meet the needs of every human on earth.

‘The real ankwer is not in increased production aione. It is in a new
willingness to share. The stark reality of death by starvation is a
product aof personal, corporate, and naticnal greed. Unjust trade
poticies, the lack of adequate reserves, and the obesity of the
affiuent all witness to this greed. When developing nations use the
bulk of their arable land to produce coffee or bananas for the
United States while their own masses starve, sin is on the prowl.
When nations with plenty do not set up adequate grain reserves to
assist nations with little in years when crops are fean, Christian
morality bas faildd. When foreign aid perves to increase dependency
of poor nations on rich opes, when crop production is deliberately
reduced in the face of starvation in order 1o protect prices, our
priorities as a nation are badly out of kilter.

We desperately need a word from the Lord. Our ability to stop
bunger hinges on our ability to get persons and atructures to act
lovingly and justly—and fhat is an bthical challenge.

A ucond ethical challenge of world hunger is its challenge to the
roeaning of faith. The viability of the Christian £aith hinges on

ORLD HUNGER: the ethical challenge

whether the gospel can be applied to e'iery aspect of human life, A
faith which will not feed the hungey is & faith which does not

help people live. It obviously has no meaning for life and will soon
lie buried alongside the siarving masses. We are Christians becaine
we believe our faith can meet this challenge, But » huagry world
must see it happen.

The existence of hunger offers a third challenge: s challenge ta our
lifestyles. Many of us live in relative affluence. One analysis says we
have doubled our standard of living since 1962, when moatof us
were already living quite well. We could choose to live more simply
and still enjoy quite comfortable lives, but we do not. Instead, we
listen to the world which te]ls us we can measure our worth by our -
wealth, While we enjoy our relative afflueace, we seldom consider
the fact that our personal overconsumption bears s direct rels-
tionship to the personal suffering of other humnn beings. We keep
searching for security in what we cogsume, and thereby we rob

both ourselves and our neighbors of the very security we seek,

The existence of hunger calls us to re-examine such lifestyles. Does
God intend for us to accumulate all we can for ourselves and to live
in the grandest luxury available while 10,000 people a day starve

to death? Or does He call us to live responsibly for others, motivated
by ufio;lly love and dependent on Hia promise to provide all our

needs

All three of these moral challenges can be met. But they will
only be met successfully when the teachinga of the Bible are
brought to bear on the contemporary problem of hunger.

The Bible Speaks on Humger

Many contemporary moral problems are not specifically addressed
in the Bible, The Bible was wrjtten in the midst of a different set

of social problems. In cases where the Bible offers ro specific word,
it is necessary to study carefully the spirit of the Scripture and

then to apply its broad principles to the confusing dilemmas we face,
But with hunger there is no such difficuity. Hunger and poverty

are old, old problems. The Bible speaks clearly and specifically
about them.

Ome of the most basic teachingy of the Bible relative to hunger is

this: Every human being has a God-given right to an adequate dict.
Southern Baptists have affirmed this right to food ip the Declan,ion
of Human Rights passed*last June in Atlanta. The right to food |
means that every person who has more than he or she needs has 1
moral obligation to share with the hunm

Whether or not we accept this particular tesching of the Bible is
highly significant for the kind of response we make to the ethical
challenge of world hunger. Most people (though not all) believe that
sharing with the poor is a nice thing to do. But not all people believe
that feeding the hungry is a requirement of the godly life. The

Bible teaches that is is. Just as we cannot clsim to be followers of
Chriat if we leave hungry people to die in Africa or Asia or

Europe or America or the Philippines. Feeding the hungry is not

just something the Christian can do for extra credit; it ia basic—
fundamental to the Christian life.

What then is the biblical evidence for this belief? First of all, the
lawz God gave the Inraclites very clearly assert the rights of the
needy. Every third year the poor, along with the Levites who had no
inheritance, were 10 receive the agricultural tithe (Deuteronomy

iigileedidiiddliisilld
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14:28-29; 26:12). Owners, of the crops were urged always to

leave part of their harvest for the poor {Deuteronomy 24:19-21;
Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22). The Sabbetical Year-{when debts were
cancelled and the land lay faltow) and the Jubilee Year (when land
reverted to ita original owners and slaves were freed) were
eatablished to prohibit unjust deprivation of the helpless in the
Hebrew society.

An even more direct statement pertaining to the right to food is
found in Deuteronomy 15:11: “, , ., Therefore I command you,
You shall gpen wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to
the poor, in the land.” This is not a word of encouragement to do
something which is merely commendable. It is a commandment.
Similarly, Isaiah 58:6-7 (NEB) says, iu part: “Is not this what I
require of you . . . sharing your food with the hungry?”

If we covld coll forth o commitment from millions of
Southern Baptists around the world to adopt sharing
and sacrifice as the style of their lives, then Southern
Baptists covld well become the salt and light which
wovuld arouse the rest of the world 1o banish the
evil of starvation from this eorth
o —— e — e SRR RS
Aguin, Scripture clearly supports the right to food: “Woe to those
who decree iniquitous decrees . . . to rob the poor of my people of
their right” (Isaiah 10:1-2). This judgment is harsh on those
who do not share: “They know no bounds in deeds of wickedness;

. they do a0t defend the rights of the needy. Shall I not punish
them for these things?” (Jeremiah 5:26-29). Or, .npm in the
New Testament we hear, “But if 8 man has enough to live on and
yet when he sees a brother in need shuts up his heart against him,
how can it be sdid that the divine love dwells in him? My
children, love must not be a matter of words or talk; it must be
genuine, and show itself in action™ (1 John 3:17-18, NEH).

The familiar story of the rich man and Lazarus may be the moat
graphic illustration in the Bible of how strongly God feels about the
right to food. Having turned deaf ears to Lazarus’ begging for
crumbs, Dives finds himself in torment begging in vain for a drop of
water (Luke 16:20-31).

God's overwhelming compassion for the bungry is seen again and

again. In Mary's great Magnificat, she exults, “. . . he has filled

the hungry with good things, and the rich he Ilns sent empty away™

(Luke 1:53). And Jesus himself said, “Blessed afe you that hunger
now, for you shall be satisfied” (Luke 6:21). What can establish a

right to food if it is not the compassion of God Himself?

But God does even more than have compassion for the poor and
hungry. He identifies with them. “1 waa hungry,” he said, “and you
fed me” {Matthew 25:35, Moffatt) . That is the most powerful claim
to the right to food which there is. God has become hungry. Our
response to the starving does not grow out of our response to God;
it is ollr response to God!

Parenthetically, we should note that thia profound biblical idea of

the right of the bungry to food speaks strongly te a current heresy
which is being perpetuated in many quarters: the heresy of

lifeboat ethics.
5
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m!itebouulﬁc\ubuedonﬂwidu that if too inany peoplo get
into a lifeboat, it will sink and save no one. Applied to the current
food situation, this means that we should not feed the hungry

since they will only produce moro people for whom there is no room
in “the lifeboat.” Since there is not enough food for the multiplied
offapring of the hungry, the lifeboaters say, “We ahould simply

let the bungry starve.”

Many effective criticisms have disproven the presuppositions of this
idea. But the most basic reason the Christian has for rejecting
lifeboat ethics is that the whole concept runs counter to the Bible’s
teaching that every person on carth bas an equal right to be in

the lifeboat. Second ICorinthians 8:13-15 (NEB) says, “There ia no
question of relieving others st the cost of hardship to yourselves; it

is a question of equality. At the moment your surpius meets their
necd, but one day your need may be met from their surplus. The aim

is equality; as Scripture has it, ‘The man w much had no
more thas enough, and the man who got not go short.” "
Toward a Southern Baptist Respo

As Southern Baptists seek to meet the ethical challenge of world
hunger, we have a number of strengths which may help us. First, we
have traditionally been *“a people of the book.” This denomioational
heritage can be of great help to us as we call our people to

Christisn reaponsibility. Our commitment to the Bible can serve az »
moftivating force to activate the concern for the hungry which
already exists among our people. Bible passages like those listed
above can correct our errors when we view our responsibility to the
hungry 100 casuslly or deny that it exists at all. It can provide

the sustaining authority which we will need if we are to persist and
ultimately succeed in the hard task of eradicating hunger from

the earth.

A second strength we have is a history of identification with the y
poor. Only recently have Southern Baptists in some parts of the
world risen to positions of affiuence and power. By and large, we
have been, and in many cases still are, a denomination of poor
people. If we do not forget that heritage, it should give us a unigque
empathy with the “have nots” of the world.

And finally, Southern Baptists are strengthened by the fact that we
now are spread all over the world and, for the first time, have the
power with which to help the starving masses. The hungry need
food; Southern Baptists have it. The hungry need agricultural
expertise; Southern Baptists have it. The hungry need public policy
shaped with their needs in mind; Southern Baptists have the power -
to help shape it. The hungry need 1o know of God’a concern for
their plight; Southern Baptists are spread throughout the world and
are there to tell them.

How, then, shall we nse this strength we bave been given in a
hungry world? Perhaps we can begin to think and pray together so
that all our best insights and action can be appljed to the ethical
challenges of hunger outlined above.

How can we meet the challenge 1o our ability 1o stop hunger? We
kaow there ia enough food in the world to go around. Why can
Southern Baptists not be instrumental in redistribuling it? Through
our relief programs we are already making an effort. But why can
we not significantly enlarge these efforts? And why cannot some
of us me our influence with governmental decision-makers to call

{Continued on page 4)




for just trade and sid policies on 1he part of sl runom of the
earih? Msny key decisi kevs 1it in our cong Have
they hesrd 1he words of Scripture which we heve hesrd here? And
winy £an Soulhecn Illplusls mot nﬂ in mcrmul. lood production
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There is much we con da, but w sure ward from the Lord most be
voiced from our pulpits if our peoplc are 1o act. They need to hear
their marching orders from God snd they need instruction in
their task.

How can we besi act on hunger's challenge to the meaping of faith
tor life? Southern Baptists wilt meet thir challenge only when they
meet the challege to slop hunger. ‘Whea Christians are busy putting
an end 10 1he sulfering of starvation, then the meaning of faith

for life will become abvious, We can ialk about applying the gospel
al we tike, but until we act 40 muke il happen, faith will remain

an sbatract quality sesled up in our chuiches ia be visiiad and
examined on Sundays.

How should be respond to the chalenge of hunger ta cur lifeatyles?
This ia the tovgh part. Sending food is casy. Writing lellers to policy
makers is nol s0 hard. Preaching is wordy Bul making chanpes in
our lifestyles for the beneflt & the hungty s sacrifice. Of course,
thers are Lhose who claim Lhad lifestyle changes are vnimporiam
since & hamBurger not eaten cannot be fed to a bungry person.
Palitical and cconomic barriers ta the redistribution of food must

be destroyed, hiv so mast the barnier of overconsumption. It is
unlikedy thal ibere will ever be znough food for alt a3 long a3

same of B9 have more thap @ jus! sbare.

This is & dang: im. St it will make
¢ angry. Oflen il will he mno:rd Occasionslly # will be called

ideafistic and imprecticad. But if it 2 mestage which we abauld

be proclsiming toudly in our pulpits, in our Ill:mmrc and in our

hehavior,

‘We mustbegin by honestly facing the question of the kind of
lifesiyle we con justify tor ovrsetves as Christians Hiving in an age of
husoger. If we could csll forth & commitment from millicos of
Southern Baptists around the world to adopt sharing and sacrifice as
the style of their lives, then Southern Baptists coukd well become
the sall and light which would aroase the rest of the world to banith
the evil ofMarvation fcam this earth.

God calls Sothern Baplints (o face (hese challenges. Hungry people
may sometimes {hut caly sometimes) live far awny, bul they are,
evory one, our neighbors. Their auffering has g claim on Lhe pawer
we now possess. Thaur af you reading these wordy may well be

1he key ta how selflessly Southern Bopeiss of 1he world will use thia
power.

A Bnal word:¥This is not an idle call 10 action. Far bundeeds of
thousands of people i1 is a matter of fife und desth. Haw can those
who have tasted the bread of life turn a deaf ear?

ll‘ David Sapp is director of organitation for the Chrfmfm Life
Among his ibilities it di flhe
C‘onnmul'm s efforts relaied to world hunger.

Barbour, Dan (ed.). Finite Resources and the Human Fuuee. Min-
neapolis; Augsbury Press, 1976. Essays on hunger, development,
and future growth by tesdiog scholsra and politicians,

Brown; Lester R. and Eckhalm, Prik P. By Bread Alone. New York:
Pracger, 1974. One of the heal, Clear anatyyis snd easy resding.

Browp, Lesier R. The 29th Day. New York: W. W. Norlon & Co.,
1978 {World Watch Institute) .

Dunn, Jamen; Loring. Ben: snd Steickland, Phil. Endangered
Species. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1978, A grest atudy book.
Well written.

Freodenbergee, C. Dean and Minus, Psvl, Jr. Christion Respomsi-
bility in a Hungry World. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1976. Good
suggrslions far response.

Hesset, Daeter {€d.). Beyond Survival. New York: Friendship
Press, 1977 A collection of very good esxays.

Lappe, Francis Moore and Collins, Joseph. Food Firsr: Beyond the
Myth of Scarciry. New York: Houghton Miffin Co., 1977. Fond
seff-reliance. Excelleni. Provocative. Great for educaling people
10 the pleaities of 1he bunger prabk

Lappe, Francis Moore and Collios, Joseph. World Hunger: Ten
Myths. San Frantisca: Instituic far Food and Development
Policy, 1977. An enxy to vead, geeatly abbreviated version
of the besic material presenied in Foeod First.

Lerza, Catherine and facobhsen, Micheel {eds ). Foad far People
Not for Profit. Ballantine Books, 1975, A thought-provoking
colleciion of crieal essays.

Lucss, George, Ir., and Ogletree, Thomas {cds.) . Lifeboat Ethics
The Moraf Dilemmas of Worid Hunger. New York: Harper
and Row, 1976. Gnod cthical study of hunger and mogal
responsibility.

Mincar, Larry. New Mope for the Hungry. New York: Friendship
Press, 1975, Particularly helpful in undersianding the World
Food Caonference and developmeni efforts of the Unied Nations.

Mooneyham, Stanley. Come Walk the World. Waco, Tex.:
Word Baaky, 1973. Persone) slorics concerning hunger.

. What Do You Say to o Hungry World? Waco,
Tex : Word Books, 1976. Wrilien irom a distinctly evangelical
penpeclive. Good boak to stant with.

Owens, Owen D. Stones Inte Bread Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson
Press, 1977. A theological look at hunger and specific
action strategies.

m Pmndem s Warld Hungﬂ Wﬂrkmg Gloup Wor!d Hunger and
g she LS. Washingion, D.C.:
us. Gmemmcnt Pnnlmg Oﬂic: 1974. Raises the major
issues related to U.S. G pport for inlernational food
and sgriculturs) policies. Suggests actioas 10 imprave U.S.
responsibilities in this area,
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Schumacher, Deonie. TAe Giebdal Connzction: Local Action for
World Justice: New York: Friendship Press, 1977. Good study for
church groups.

Schumacher, E..F. Snu" h Bmwl/ml New York: Harper wnd Row,
1973. An wnp peclive on ac ethice.

Rider, Reoald ). Rich Christions im an Age of Hunger. Downen
Grove, IIl.: InterVensity Press, 1977. The beat development of
the biblical case for responae.

Simon, Arthur. Sread for the World. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Eevdmans Publishing Co., 1975. Focuses on the role of public
policy and the necessity of public impact conceming Lbese policies,

e et und Simon, Paul. The Politics of World
Hunger. New York: Harper's Magazing Pres, 1973, A strong
- caitical anwlysis of L).S. aid snd 1rede policies.

Sommer, Yoha. Beyond Chority. Washington, D.C.: Ovmeu
Developmeni Covuncil, 1977, E: book on
Periodicals
Several periodics)s concentrate on concerns of hunger wnd.intes-
natiogal juslice. The tollowing three are free of charge.

Seeds. A | for Southern B about hunger.
Sponsored by ths Hunger Communee of Oskburst Baptist
Church, Decatur, Ga. 30030,

United Nations Development Forum, Center for Ecanomic and
Sacial Informatian, United Nations, New York, N.Y. ID3L7. No
zhr.: A mnnlhly publication thal reporis on verious United

Joled
P relsled prog:

War on Hurger. United States Agency for Inqerpational Develap-
menl, State Department, Washington, D.C. 20523,

Agencies
Fducutional and Resenrch J
American Freedom from Hunger Foundation, 1625 | Streel,
Washil D.C. 20016. Inf and fund-raising

{rtpaci, 110 Maryland Avenue, N.k. ‘Washington, D.C. 20002
Interfaith network to inform citizans comcorming public lasaes.
Works closely with Washingtoa Intarreligicua Staff Coumcid.
Current polilica] informatios aveilable. Memborhip $5 sod $10.

Network, 224 D. Street, S.E., Wahingtan, D.C. 20008. A Catholic
group committed to ancis] juatice. Good politica) informatinn an
Bunger isano. Membership $5 and $15.

Related Governmewt Orpasinations
Umited Nalioos, 1028 Connecticut Aresue, N.W.. Washingtoo, D.C.
20006, A geperal UN information cemter.

United Staies Agescy for International Development, unrhlut

af Siate, Waghingion, D.C. 20523, Informalion is availahle.
Uniled States Dep af Agriculture, Wiahington, D.C. 20250.
Informstion in available,

Unitad Siaiea Inter- An-mun l’au-dnﬂun. 1515 Wilsow Boulevard,
Romlyn, Va, 22209, b

Warld Bank Group, 1818 “H" Sureet, N.W., Waahington, D-C.
20433, Publications are wvailable.

MH‘IWM
Agt dation, Limited, Post Office Box 388,
YmoClty.Mnn 39IM‘An-oeIulﬂlmllvﬂ.lIﬂe.

Baptiat World Allisoce, 1628 Sixleenih Street, N.W., Waahington,
D.C. 20009.

C.AR.E, 660 Fird Avenue, New Yook, N.Y. 10016
Cutholic Relief Services, 1011 Firat Aveone, New Yark, N.Y. 10022,

Chburch World Service, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y.
10027, -

CROP, Pou Office Box 968, Eikhan, Ind. 46514,

Lutheran World Refief, 315 Park Avenuve South, New York, N.Y.
10010.

1ian. Same malerisls available on request,

Center of Cancem, 3700, l3ll| Sireet, N.E., Washingtao, D.C. 20017.
A group ined ta i ional justice. and
occasions] papers deal with various international isues.

Overseas Bevelopment Councif, 1717 Massachuseits Avenue, NW.,
Washington, D.C. 20036. A rapecled rmmh gmup lh.l spclh
1o policy makers and olhees. R

Onfam:-A 302 Columbus Aveonre, Boslon, Mass, 02016,
Workd Viaoa | 1, 912 Wert Huti Drive, M in,
Calif. 91016.

Soufhers Raptist C How Agenel
Baptisl Joind Conamitiee 0o Public Affain, 200 Marylaad Aveoue,
N.E., Washiagioo, D.C. 20002,

Bratherhood € 1548 Poplar Avexius, Memphis, ‘Tean,

being made avilnble.

Politcal Information

Bread for the World, 207 E. 16th Streel, New York, N.Y. L0Ot7.
Seeka from a Cheislian perspactive to influence U.S. policy
on hunger. Regular newsleiter is aveilable slong with ather
pamphlels. Membesship $10.

Friends Cy ittee on Nasional Legislatis
Washlngmm DC 20002 Regular newslelter ealled The
W, ilnble. ‘Well-rcspecied for accurate
politica) information. Membenlup SlO
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24S Second Sireel, NE.,

38104.

Christiao Life C igsiom, 460 James Rob F ¥
Nashville, Tens. 37219.

Foreign Mission Baard, Post Office Box 6597, 3806 Monument
Avenue, Richmond, Va, 23230,

Hame Mission Board, 1350 Spring Street, N.W., Avants, Ga. 30309,

Waman’s Mistionary Uniom, 400 North 20th Sirect, Birminghan,
Als, 35203.




WORLD
HUNGER: '

' An interview

» with

Art Simon

One of ihe nation's most consistent,
insightful, and respected voices on is-
sues related to world hunger is Arthur
Simon, Jounder and executive director
of the Christion citizens’ lobby Bread
for the World. Simon, a Lutheran clergyman, is the author of Bread
for the World, described by Nobel Prize economist Gunnar Myrdat
as a “clear and convincing” analysle of world hunger. Following are
excerpis from a recent interview with Simon conducted by William
M. Tillman, Jr.

WMT: Mr, Simon, bow were yoo awakeoed to the problew of
world huager?

AS: I gugss my awarencss goes back quite a number of years and
comes from my brother, Paul, who is now a.Congressman in
Southern Illinois. Paul has been deeply iaterested in this issue for
several decades and has done some writing, and I was aware of it
because of him.

Back in 1960, 1 became pastor of a small Lutheran congregation on
the lowe? east side of Manhattan, which is a very crowded, old slum
ncighBorhood. My involvement ic the parish and the neighborhood
forced me to deal with the problem of urban:hunger and poverty

in the 60s. It was really out of some of the experiences with the
congregation that I was encouraged to take a leave of absence to do
some writing it the area of domestic and world hunger. From that
came a book that I did for Harpers called The Politics of World
Hunghr, co-autbored with Paul, and that led to the formation of
Bread for the World,

WMT: How emsenitial are lifestyle changes among Cheistians if
bunger Is to be eradicated?

AS: I think that lifestyle changes are both inevitabte and essential.

It is important that Christians begin to deal with their own pattern of
living, to consume iess and share more, I would add to that a word

of warning! that is that lifestyle changes in themaelves don't transfer
food or resources automatically. To cut back and, oh, eat a ham-
burger a week less or turn down the thermostat, none of this is

going to give food or money to hungry people. Along with that

there have 1o be some mechanisma of transfer used. That primarily,

1 thiok, points us in the direction of dealing with the public policies
that hopefully bring about these transfess. .
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WMT: Something that hes particalerly interested me: Fins recent
concern for world buager (ended to minimize the problem of
ammger within sur owa cosatry?

AS: No, I don't think so. I think quite the contrary. Concern about
world hunger bas an,inescapable spill-over effect of making people
more aware and concerned about hunger in this couantry. I think
where you have concern, it is going to work both ways, It is not an
either/or; it is a both/and. If we go backward on one way, we

go backward on the other. If we go forward on one, we will go
forward on both. E
WMT: What are some of the primary frusirations a person can
expect to eacounter in trying to do something about world hunger?

AS: [ think there is one overwhelming frustration. That is that the
problem is $0 massive. People can begin (assuming they do begin to
get involved) by working at some lifestyle changes, contributionsto |
hunger relief, and a year or two later, they say, “Well, the problems |
hasn't gone away,” and they begin to think, “Well, what I do isn’t
making any difference.” That is really the problem of despair,

and despair is unbelief. So, that can't be the Christian’s answer. In
the face of that frustration, we need to draw on the resources of

our faith in Jesus Christ; and, by living in that faith, realty know
that anything we do consistent with the vision that our Lord gives us
ts never wasted but can make a difference.

WMT: What hopes do you have for the Pregidential Commision
ot World Hunger that was recently appointed by President Carter?

AS: I hope that it is going to be a serious effort. It could Jead simply
to postponement for a year to allow for initiative by the President,
or it could lay the groundwork for some really serious and com-
prehensive steps. I hope it is going to be the Iatter, I have a concern
that there is on the commission only one representative from the
religious community, and it is poing to be very important for those
of us in the church who follow this issue, and who feel deeply
about it, to make our suggestions known to members of the
commission.

WMT: What speelfic changes in public policy relsted to bunger
would you sepport? ’

AS: I would single out several of the especially significant ones,

I think there is, first of all, the need for a comprehensive approach
to food policy. Right now, it is very fragmented. In the administra-
tion we have a couple of dozen different agencies handling different
aspects of the problem.

Second, I think there is a need for a fairly thorough reform of our
food and development assistance program, so that it iruly points

in the direction of self-help development and self-reliance on the
part of the recipient country. For example, food aid, important

as it is, can be a substitute for the country’s developing its own
agricultural capacity. Then it becomes a disincentive rather than an
incentive to self-reliance.

Third, I would say we need to offer trade preferences to the
developing countries to encourage them to develop their own
primarily labor intensive industries. And fourth, and much related
to the trade issue, is full employment here in the United States.

1 would say that is probably the single biggest domestic hunger
issue. It not only affects the hunger situation here, but as long as we
have a lot of unemployment we are going to have a built-in
resistance to the adoption of trade policies for developing countries
that might give them an opportunity.

{Contipued-on page 8)
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WORI.D HUNGER: ii:e p.oliti-cal agenda‘

Witiem H. Elder, ITT
In light of the obvious corporate and structural dimensions of the
hunger problem it is ¢sseatial that any plan of action be conceived
and executed with primary attention being given to the arens of
public policy. And determining the relevant aress of public
policy is no small task, for the elernents of the globat food crisis
are integrally related to almost every facet and sector of societal
organization. Furthermore, it must be kept in mind that one area
cannot be affected without significantly altering others, a fact that
mgkes comprehensive planning and cooperation among problem-
solving groups all the more necessary.

If we are to attack the problem at its syatemic level our approach
will have to corespond in complexity and force to the societal
situation which created the problem in the first place. On the road to
developing that kind of perspective, as Christian citizens we need

to be semsitive to hunger ramifications in at least three govern-
mental areas; domestic legislation, foreign legislation, and the
¢fforts of the United Nations.

Hunger and Domestic Legisiation

Poverty can cause hunger. In spite of our vast resources,
approximately 26 million Americans are forced to live impover-
ished lives each year. Obviously, the whole area of economic justice
merits our best aftention. It ought to be possible for any able-bodied
person to find meaningful employment and for those prohibited

from working by health, age, or family circumstances to have
sufficient economic assistance to live with dignity.

The Humphrey-Hawkins Bill (H.R. 50, The Full Employment and
Balanced Growth Act), passed by the 95th Congress, is a step in
the right direction though some of its impact was weakened in the
amending and redrafting process. President Carter's ‘“Welfare
Reform” package (HL.R. 9030) along with the House Subcommittee
on Welfare Reform's bill (H.R. 10950) was not dealt with in

the last seasion of Congress due to the Senate leadership’s decision
not to take it up.

This bill and other measures, such as tax refqrm, national health
insurance, hospital cost containment and the whole complex area of
curbing inflation, deserve our best “hunger-oriented" attention when
the 96th Congress treats them.

&
In the ioterim, while we work for structural change, hunger
emergencies exist which require Iegislative action. Adequate
autrition is the focal point, and the groups needing attention are
especially the aging and low-income women with infants and
children., The WIC (Women, Infants and Children) program, a part
of the National School Lunch and Child Nutrition Act (PL 94-105),
now needs reauthorization and expansion so that three million
more needy, unserviced people can be included in this effort to
provide efSential nutrition to children and expectant mothers. Also
the Child Care Food Program which expired this October needs to
be continued and recruitmeat for the program expanded.

As to the elderly, Tite YII of the Older Americans Act, which
provides nutritional meals for shut-ins, needs to be re-suthorized,
but the funding level needs to be significantly increased. Action in
this area will focus in the Senate's Human Resources’ Subcommittee
on Aging (Sen. Thomas Eagleton, D-Mo,, chairman).

Hunger and Forelgn Policy
As with domeatic hunger, the problem of hunger io the less
developed countries (LDC's) must be confronted from both the
perspectives of handling emergencies and effecting more
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substantive structural change. To handle food emergencies, an
adequate U.S. grain reserve system is essential. Establishing such a
reserve also would belp lead the rest of the world toward creating an
international network of food reserves. many farm
economists are claiming that a reserve system has great potential
for helping amall farms to survive in American

Activity in the 96th Congress on this isave will center in the Seaate
and House Agriculture Committees.

Instead of talking about foreign aid in these days of public
resentment of so-called “giveaway™ programs, many legislators now
refer to “development assistance.” The thought behind this shift

in wording js potentially significant in that there seemas to be o
desire to help the developing nations to make the structural
adjustinents to become self-sufficient.

In light of the fact that every nation has the natural resources to
meet their food needs if they are able to develop those resources, this
kind of legislative thinking merits encouragement. Substantive
legislation in this direction will have to negotiste some very rough
terrain, however, because enabling the developing countries to
develop their own resources will require changes and self-limitation
in the way the U.S. has been doing business internationally. The
tendency will probably be to talk about development but continue
the old, cold war period, foreign aid policies which foster depend-
encs rather than seif-reliance.

Hunger and the United Nations

In the effort to bring about structural change which can eradicate
the systemic causes of world hunger, the role of the United Nations
cannot be minimized The hunger issve is found as an integral
concern in many of the continting program operations such as the
UN Development Prograinme, UNICEF, the World Food Council,
the UN Conference on Science and Technology, the Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the Conference on
International Economic Cooperation, and the recent emphasis on the
Law of the Sea. All of these deliberative bodiea are focusing upon
the possibility of creating a format for s New Intemnational
Economic Order (NIEO) which obviously involves structural
analysis, planning, and change.

This spring the UN Conference on Science and Technology is
hosting an interoational conference in Geneva. Its major aim will be
to examine the question of appropriate technology for developing
nations. As jong as this doesn’t turn into “technocrats on parade,”
the potential for substantive insight is great.

All in all, the UN potential for alleviating world hunger through
insightful international dislogue and planning is significant and
merits the attention and encouragement of every Christian,

Much is happening, but much more noods to happen. Given the
mammoth dimensions of the problem, it is ¢clear that political
involvement of Christians in the hunger issue is essential if govern-
mental problem-solving resources are 1o be brought to bear.

In light of the structural changes that will bave to take place if we

are to successfully resolve the world food crisis—changes which will
inevitably cost us—we can understand something of what the rich
young ruler must have felt when he was told by Jesus to sell all he
had and give to the poor. Being willing to risk ourselves as we

push for political change to help. atieviate world hunger is 8 mark of
true discipleship. -~

William H. Elder, HI joined tRe siaff of the Christian Life Commis-
sion Sept. 1 as director of Christian citizenship developmens. .
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A both/and upproach- to the world hqngorproblém

Coatinued from page 1

hungry. Some cities also have local private and/or government
agencics which are working to help the domestic poor.

For hunger reliof and development abroad. Southern Baptists can
give money to'the Foreign Mission Board. Through its hunger refief
fund, the Foreign Mission Board channels mooey directly to areas

of need through its missionaries. When designated to hunger relief,
these funds are used not only to feed hungry people but also in
development—digging irrigation wells, purchasing seed and

An interview with Art Simon
Coatinved from page 6

WMT: How much effect do yos think the indtvidusl concerned
cilizen cam have on public policy?

AS: Working alone, the iedividual citizen can't affect it very much,
but working with others in an orchestrated fathion, the concerned
citizen can excrcise an impact far out of proportion to the individual
numbers added up. I would cite as nn example our own experience
with Bread for the World. We bave been able to get Congress to pass
right to food resolutions that we have drafted which laid the
grouadwaork, I think, for many policy decisions.

Some of our goals were also included last year in the farm bill, the
1977 Farm Act, and the grain reserve legislation that was drafted
for the House. So we now have e very sizable farmer-held grain
reserve that | think is a very important piece of world food secyrity.
And, yet, it happened, really, because a 1ot of concerned

Christians around the country got letters to Congressmen.

WMT: Is the leswe of world hunger just amother humanitarion fad,
or dose i appear to be a long-term effiort 10 denl with the problem?

ASB: Well, to a lot of people, it is a humanitarian fad that [asts for a
year or two and that's that. Until there's a famine in the news,
people think the problem has gone away. Qbviously, the problem
haan’t gone away, and it's getting bigger, not amaller. It will take a
tong time to eliminate hunger from the face of the carth. I think it
depends on three things: first, on our perception that we are in a
long, difficult atruggle; second, in the sense that we can and should
do something abqut it; third, it depends on letting this thing

become a genvine expression of our faith in Christ.

We are born anew, St. Peter telis us, to the living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus. Without that we too easily give up; but I think
acting in faith wo can stick with it.
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fertilizer, arid helping rebuild villages. While we may not be able
to go ourselves, we can share our resources in a continuing com-
mitment to relief nod develapment through these organizations.

Other excellent relief and development organizations include the
Agriculture Missions Foundation, headed by former SBC President
Owen Cooper, and World Vision Internationsl, directed by former
Billy Graham associate, Stanley Mooneyham.
The second major sispect of the Both/ And Approsch is committed
Christian social ection in affecting hunger-related public policy.

Our lifestyle changes and gifta to the bungry in the form of

relief are significant; but ultimately those public policies which
exploit people must be changed. Mooneyham supports this, saying,
“The heart of the problem of poverty and hunger are humaso systems
which ignore, miatreat, and exploit man . . . If the hungry are to

be fed, . . . some of the systems will require drastic adjustmeats
while others will have to be scrapped altogether.” ® Christian
principles must be applied in the political arena where trade policies,
aid, investment, and military spending all directiy or indirectly

affect the destiny of millions of people throughout the world.

There are several Christian citizens® lobby groups which will help
one to be an effective activist on behalf of the poor and bungry.
Among these are Bread for the World, Impact, and The FPriends
Committee on National Legislation.

Hunger is neither a simple nor an insignificant problem. It is truly a
matter of life and death for one-fourth of the world. Christians
commitied to the Both/ And Approach will realize the extreme
seriouancsa of the problem, while at the same time belicving in the
God of hope. Hunger is a battle which can be won.

1 This figure ia supplied by MANNA INC., 1502 Edgehill Avenue,
Nashville, Tenn. 37212.

2 Robert McNamara, One Hundred Countries, Two Billion People
(New York: Praeger Publishers, 1973).

¢ W. Stanley Mooneyham, What Do You Say To A Rungry World
(Waco, Tex.: Word, 1975), p. 116.

David R. Currie is the special project coordinator for correlating
Christian social action and Christian social ministries for the Chris-
tian Life Commission and the Home Mission Board.
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