

















grotesque animals as having a strange beauty—

Oh, how I wish I were them. .

A smooth brow looks so ugly. I need one or two
horns to give my sagging face a lift.

My hands are so limp. Why won’t they get rough?

My skin is so slack. I’d like to have a hard skin
in that wonderful dull green color. .

Yes, everybody chose to become a rhinoceros—
Berenger was the single exception. He sensed pressure, to
be sure. Intermittently, he was attracted to the beast, but to
the end, he refused to capitulate.

lonesco’s play deals with the struggles of a nonconfor-
mist. To a degree, all of us can identify. By definition, the
Christian assumes this posture. “In the world, but not of

. it,”” the Bible says (John 17:11-14). Being in step with a

different drummer is a striking feature of our commitment.
The apostle urges us to resist the environmental pressures
that would make us conform (Romans 12). Yet, such
out-of-sync posturing is no easy task, especially within the
current milieu. Beyond havingto show a contrast between
Christian and non-Christian, there is the urgency to clarify
the telling difference from among a broad spectrum of
folks who use the same name. Itisthe pressure to conform
to some *‘Christian’” world that | sense most deeply the
need to resist. Do you resonate to this scenario?

All three presidential candidates spoke of their ‘“born-
again” credentials. One claimed God as his campaign
manager. Isn’t that somewhat confusing? (A cynical reso-
lution to the dilemma is to say they are born again in the
sense that they keep reshaping themselves whenever it is
expedient to do so!) Exposure to right-wing evangelicals
makes me empathize with Will Barrett in Walker Percy’s
The Second Coming. Will didn’t know how to express it,
but he felt something was amiss with how the religionists
loved Jesus. Rolfe Neill, publisher of the Charlotte Ob-
server, insists Martin Luther King’s fight for civil rights and
James Robison’s crusade against homosexuals are
similar—*‘It's a matter of which mix of religion and politics
one prefers,” he says. For some reason, that assessment
sounds off-key.

The Christian’s Distinctive

What is the Christian’s distinctive? How are we out of
step? Again, it mandates a critical review of the varied
claims among those who join us in singing ‘‘Amazing
Grace.”” One must scrutinize rhetoric and spirit, methods
and objectives, what people stand for and the kind of
people who are standing.

A few points to ponder:
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Non-Violence—A Christian Hallmark

As a starter, Christians repudiate violence. The chaplain
of those airmen who dropped the first atomic bombs con-
fessed recently that he had been brainwashed: ‘I was told
it was necessary.”’ At the present time, we are being
heavily inundated with verbiage about the necessity of a
military buildup. The notion is advanced that the greater
our capacity to kill, the better our chances for staying alive.
Some high-profiled religionists claim there is divine sanc-
tion for increasing our weaponry so as to safeguard those
things we cherish. Newsweek (September 15, 1980) re-
ports a higher percentage of evangelicals who are for
increased defense spendingthan amongthe voters atlarge
(78% vs 70%).

This inordinate show of confidence in explosives runs
counter to the Christian’s hallmark—a radical trust in God
and gospel.

[ hesitate to state categorically that we should delete all
military items from the national budget, but I do believe
weapons have limited value and indicate a compromising
of the Christian ethic. I cannot find biblical support for
killing, and resist vigorously the idea that a push for an
enlarged arsenal is one spinoff of a profound faith.

The Christian is to be known for doing battle in a differ-
ent warfare, fighting hate with love and overcohing evil
with good. Our dominant appeal is to mankind’s noble
instincts. There is commitment to peace initiatives. No, this
is not political naivete, but a stubbom refusal to allow the
world to pressure usinto believingthere is no alternative to
militarism. Ours is a way of life and strategies of death
neither achieve nor sustain it. We cannot capitulate to
another world’s pressure, even if it is religious, to become
too optimistic about the Pentagon. The argument for
non-violence remains the Christian’s best shot.

Christians are Inclusive

Christians are inclusive; that’s a difference, too. Am-
way’s gospel is at odds with the Bible because it teams with
narcissism. It offers a scheme that guarantees the world’s
being manipulated for my success. This philosophy isn’t
restricted to Amway. A new breed of church folk is de-
scribed as the ‘““me generation finding religion.”” Don't
forget that capitalism has as its inherent danger the ten-
dency to become exclusive—fewer and fewer enjoy more

- and more!

Authentic Christianity begins and ends with us. [t lobbies
for mainstreaming the whole human family. Corporate
life, economic and otherwise, is to be kept under constant
suveillance so as to maintain access for everyone. ‘‘The
biblical economic vision has to do wtih the simple life,”
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