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the other many times over, neither side
needs even one more bomb or missile.

Yet, so far neither side has been willing to
stop the costly and deadly proliferation.

A Christian Response

Despite the clear and present danger
presented by nuclear weapons, there are
persistent obstacles to a Christian com-
mitment to working for peace and avoid-
ing nuclear war. The first major obstacle
is a lack of faith. Having lived in the
nuclear age for nearly forty years, most
of us simply do not think about the
danger which nuclear weapons pose.
We do not want to think about it. The
prospect of nuclear war is too frighten-
ing, and we feel helpless to make any
difference in the face of so awful and
powerful an evil.

Scripture teaches, however, that true
power comes from God and can be used
to accomplish his purposes (Psalms
21:13, 147:5; John 10:11). Indeed, we
are directly responsible to God for the
way we use the power which he has
given us to do his will (Genesis 1:25-26;
Psalm 8:5-8). To fail to believe that God
can work through us for the redemption
of his world: it is to fail to believe that
anything can be done; it is to disbelieve
God and to mistrust the power of his
redeeming love for us in Jesus Christ.

A second major obstacle to a Christian
commitment to working for the
avoidance of nuclear war is militarism
and the powerful military machine with
its army of lobbyists and its legions of
proponents with vested interests. Many
Christians believe quite honestly that the
proper response to the Soviet nuclear
threat is the very nuclear buildup in
which our country is now engaged. They
believe that as a democratic, free nation,
we have a responsibility to arm ourselves
with nuclear arms, the most deadly
weapons available. As non-pacifists,
most Southern Baptists believe that a
nation has the right and the responsibility
to go to war when necessary to serve the
cause of justice. We understand that
Scripture upholdsjustice as an ideal to be
cherished.

Yet traditional Christian ‘‘just war”
theory teaches that weapons may only
be used justly in any situation by being
directed at the enemy’s military forces or
installations. Use of force against civilian,
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noncombatant personnel or installa-
tions, at least until Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, has historically been regarded
as inherently unjust. Just war theory ar-
gues that those who cannot defend
themselves must not be attacked. Exist-
ing nuclear weapons, however, cannot
be used without destroying civilian popu-
lations. The actual use of nuclear
weapons would therefore be unjust by
definition. To rely on nuclear weapons
for national defense, those who oppose
them agree, is to abdicate our responsi-
bility before God to be just, even in the
act of national defense.

The Bible teaches that military might s
no guarantee of safety or of justice.
“Woe to those who go down to Egypt for
help and rely on horses, who trust in
chariots because they are many and in
horsemen because they are very strong
but do not look to the Holy One of Israel
or consult the Lord” (Isaiah 31:1, RSV).
National reliance on weapons of war
produces false security. In the case of
nuclear weapons, their sheer numbers
and destructive power have created a
situation in which the search for security
has produced ever-increasing insecurity.

Just as the use of nuclear weapons
against a political enemy’s civilian popu-
lation would be a denial of elementary
human rights and the basic tenets of jus-
tice, so trust in the power of nuclear
weapons for safety is a particularly
deadly form of idolatry. In order to de-
velop a Christian response to the threat
of nuclear war, we must first repent of
our own ill-advised worship of nuclear
power and of our own callous willingness
to destroy today’s political enemies, to-
gether with women and children, at any
cost.

Once past the obstacles of a lack of
faith in the possibility of action and the
fundamental militarism of today’s
societies, itis possible to begin to develop
a Christian response to the nuclear di-
lemma. The crucial nature of the issue
dictates that such a response be both
Bible-based and specific. What can you
do? :

Accept responsibility as a
peacemaker (Matthew 5:9). Recog-
nize that any government, including our
own, is wrong and is headed for ruin
when it does the things which make for
war. As Christians, we are responsible for

doing *‘the things which make for peace”
{Romans 14:19, KJV) and for being
good citizens (Romans 13). Yet the same
government which Paul viewed as good
in Romans 13 was considered as evil by
John in Revelation 13 when it opposed
the purposes of God. As good Christian
citizens, we would do well to follow the
traditional American saying, ‘“‘My coun-
try, right or wrong; when right, to keep it
right; when wrong, to make itright.”’ Ina
world of imminent nuclear peril, it is our
responsibility as concerned Christian citi-
zens to oppose the indefensible expan-
sion of nuclear arsenals.

That does not mean, of course, that all
Christians must now become pacifists.
Nations have a legitimate right of self-
defense. When justice is served, most
Christians believe that they may legiti-
mately participate in war. The point is
that nuclear weapons are now so un-
speakably terrible in their destructive
power that use of them can never be
justified.

Educate yourself on nuclear arms
issues and what they mean for the
arms race as a whole. Most such is-
sues may be understood without special
technical knowledge. Inform yourself as
to whether the use of a particular
weapons system makes for more or less
stability and security. Check your infor-
mation sources to see how they might be
biased. Paul prayed that the love of the
Philippian church might abound ‘“‘with
knowledge and all discernment’” (Philip-
pians 1:9, RSV). Discernment is a gift of
the Spirit and comes with experience.
Knowledge must be acquired for our-
selves. In the matter of nuclear arms, it is
vital that you get the facts and learn to
relate those facts to the larger context of
nuclear war.

Recognize that the arms race itself has
serious consequences for our society
even if the weapons are never used.
President Eisenhower said, ‘‘Every gun
that is made, every warship launched,
every rocket fired, signifies in the final
sense a theft from those who hunger and
are not fed, those who are cold and are
not clothed.” The concentration on mili-
tary expenditures which the current arms
race mandates necessarily diverts re-
sources which could be used to meet
urgent economic development and
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