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Alan Sears, who directed the
United States Attorney General's
Commission on Pornography wtiich
reported its findings in July 1986,
told participants the commission
found there was almost no compari-
son between the material found in
pornography outlets in 1968 by a
similar government commission and
the much more explicit material sold
today.

Sears, legal counsel for Citizens for
Decency through Law, said, “Por-
nography has grown from a relatively
small industry selling hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of materials
each year to a multibillion-dollar
industry which now has outlets in
nearly every community in the United
States where it is not controlled by
law enforcement.”

Victor Cline, a clinical psychologist
with the University of Utah, said he is
counseling with a growing number of
children who are becoming por-
nography addicts by calling dial-a-
porn 900 numbers from their own
home telephones and listening to
erotic pornographic recordings.

Cline said one teenage boy, after
listening to a dial-a-porn recording,
went to a day-care center operated
by his mother and raped a four-year-
old girl.

Cline said similar horrors are
happening all over America and that
kids and adults alike are becoming
addicted to dail-a-porn and other
pornographic materials.

“Once these kids call dial-a-porn,
they never stop making the calls,” he
explained. “It's addictive just like
heroin or morphine, and children in
nearly every household in America
are just three seconds away from this
kind of pornography. That's about
how long it takes to dial the
number,” he said.

Jerry Kirk, executive director of the
Religious Alliance Against Pornography,
told participants, “America and its
relationship with pornography is like
the Titanic headed for the iceberg.”
He said he has asked God to raise
up people to “go up on the bridge of
the ship to turn it around.”

Kirk said his organization had
joined forces with groups like the
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Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission to concentrate on
stopping specific forms of pornography
which are all illegal.

“l am committed to working with
Larry Baker of the Christian Life
Commission and others in mobilizing
America to stop hardcore and child
pornography,” he said.

Kirk called on all Southern
Baptists to join the war on
pornography. “Families are being
destroyed by pornography, and we
need those to join us who won't put
up with it,” he said. “Our campaign
against pornography is not a hate
campaign, rather it is a campaign of
compassion.”

Rob Showers, executive director of
the National Obscenity Enforcement
Unit of the U.S. Department of
Justice, told conference participants,
“The fight against obscenity and
child pornography includes two of

“Citizens are the primary
moving force in changing laws
and attitudes in this country.”

the top seven criminal justice priorities
of the United States Department of
Justice as declared by the Attorney
General last March.”

Showers said this places por-
nography on the same level of
concern as drugs and terrorism.

“One of the difficulties in fighting
pornography is the relative lack of
awareness among the general public
and among law enforcement officials
and prosecutors as to the gravity and
harmful effects of this ever-increasing
plague,” he asserted.

Showers also cited a lack of under-
standing about current laws related
to pornography. “The Supreme
Court categorically stated that
obscenity has never been protected
by the First Amendment or any part
of the Constitution and is not
protected today.

“Citizens are the primary moving
force in changing laws and attitudes
in this country,” he said.

“Citizens sent more than 200,000
letters to President Reagan on the
pornography issue, which is more
than on any other issue,” Showers
emphasized. “This has had a lot to
do with changes we are now seeing.”

Christian Life Commission
Opens Washington Office

WASHINGTON—The Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission
has opened an office in Washington
D.C. in an effort to expand its in-
volvement in and witness to the
nation’s capital, announced N. Larry
Baker, executive director of the
moral concerns agency.

The office, located in the Railway
Labor Building near the Capitol and
Senate office buildings, will be
manned on a parttime basis by
current staff of the commission who
will commute from home offices in
Nashville.

Commissioners of the agency
voted unanimously in their 1986
annual meeting to open the
Washington office as soon as funds
were available.

Although the commission did not
receive additional funding which it
requested from the convention for
the 1987-88 budget year, reallocation
of funds in the 1987-88 operating
budget made staffing of the office on
a parttime basis possibles

The Commission has asked the
convention for a permanent allocation
of $150,000 beginning with the 1988-
89 budget year to fund a fulltime
Washington-based staff for the office.

Establishment of a CLC office in
the nation's capital also was support-
ed by a special factfinding committee
of the Southern Baptist Executive
Committee which reviewed the con-
vention’s participation in the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The CLC is responsible for all
social and moral concerns except
separation of church and state and
religious liberty issues, which are
addressed by the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs and the
Public Affairs Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention.

“The decision to open the Washing-
ton office now instead of waiting for
funding to support a permanent staff
was taken in an effort to enhance the
commission’s opportunity to speak to
a variety of critical moral issues and to
motivate and inform Southern Baptists
as to how they can address these
issues,” Baker said.

“Several legislative priorities are
clear in the months ahead,” he
explained. “We will continue to work
aggressively for the passage of the
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The "Crack’ Crisis
Cocaine Addiction Lures
Middle Income Converts

By John Young

The use of opium in religious
rituals can be traced back to Greece
as early as 2000 B.C. Some myster-
ious, deep, inner longing for that
“ultimate euphoric freedom” seems
to beckon men and women of every
generation to experiment with mind-
altering chemicals.

Today's new version is called
“crack,” “rock,” “coke,” “snow,”
“blow,” “toot” or “C.” Cocaine, a
powerful mind-altering drug, is a
chemical derivative of the coca plant,
which grows mainly in the mountain-
ous regions of South America. From
the jungle laboratories of Columbia it
is smuggled into the United States
via organized crime networks involving
political corruption, huge profits and
murderous violence.

What was once a relatively rare
drug is now reaching not only into
the ghettos of America, but also into
corporate boardrooms and into our
schools. Abuse of cocaine was once
centered primarily in New York, Los
Angeles and Miami, but evidence
indicates it has spread rapidly
throughout the country.

Some law enforcement officials
say that use of the drug is “out of
control and growing” and that
cocaine users no longer fit neatly
into the classic “drug abuse stereo-
type.” Many are successful, well-
educated, young professionals who
have sufficient disposable income to
entertain a drug diversion.

“Crack” is a processed and highly
potent variety of cocaine that is sold
in a form that lends itself to smoking.
Use of the drug causes severe
medical and psychiatric problems.
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Physiological effects include short:
ness of breath, cold sweating,
tremors, liver damage, acute hyper-
tension, epileptic seizures, angina
pectoris and heart attacks that can
end in death.

The drug also takes a severe
psychological toll on heavy users
who can become “coked out.”
Anxiety, depression, confusion, weak-
ness and lassitude are common.
Thinking becomes impaired,
memory is compromised and
concentration becomes difficult.
Interest in food, sex and sleep is
usually diminished, suspicion and
paranoia are common and aggressive
panic attacks can result in a kind of
“cocaine psychosis.”

The past few years have witnessed
a virtual explosion in cocaine usage.
A flood of information has been
sweeping across America with
warnings that the “Crack Crisis” has
reached epidemic proportions.
“Crack and Crime,” “Killer Drugs,”
“Kids and Cocaine,” “48 Hours on
Crack Street” —the myriad of news-
paper headlines, national magazine
articles and television documentaries
that have appeared has brought the
war on cocaine into our living rooms.

The widespread consequences of
cocaine use, legally, socially, econom:-
ically and morally, are staggering.
While no one would deny that
cocaine is a serious problem, contro-
versy has arisen over the magnitude
of crises.

The National Institute of Drug
Abuse (NIDA) has reported the most
recent national survey indicates that
the 5,000 people who will sample the
drug for the first time today will join

the estimated 20 million who have
already tried it. Estimates of the
number of “current users” range
from 4 to 6 million people, with
hundreds of thousands becoming
compulsive “cocaine addicts.” NIDA
has also released evidence, however,
that the “crack crisis” has already
peaked and may now be declining.

The previously high cost of
cocaine earned it the nickname “the
champagne of drugs.” However, with
the growing flood of cocaine
crossing into the United States from
our neighbors to the south, prices
have fallen in glutted urban markets
by one-third in the past two years
alone, making the drug available
even to teenagers, for whom the
drugs’ exorbitant cost once kept it out
of reach.

A year ago it was reported that

The past few years have
witnessed a virtual explosion
in cocaine usage.
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one-third of college students had
tried the drug, and NIDA's 1985
national high school survey found
that 17 percent of the senior class
had sampled the drug.

Critics, however, maintain that the
“media hype,” which has resulted in
the impression that the cocaine
problem is already “out of control
and growing,” is simply not true.
Charges have been leveled that
much of the recent reporting on the
magnitude of the problem has been
exaggerated and that the claims of a
growing epidemic has been
overblown.

Regardless of the debate over the
extent of the crisis, the fact remains
that cocaine abuse merits serious
national concern.

Crack, without question, must be
considered one of the most
dangerous, seductive, and destruc-
tive drugs of the eighties—a drug
which threatens to lure a generation
of Americans into a nightmare of
cocaine addiction. W

Young is an associate director of the
Christian Life Commission responsible
for education and action related to
drug and alcohol abuse.


































