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treasure. When you open the Bible
to its very first chapter you read the
words, "God created man in his own
image. . . male and female created
he them." Within the blood and
brains and sinew of each human
being is the touch of the Creator, the
likeness of the Author of life.

When we come to the New
Testament and to the teachings of
Jesus, we really begin to understand
how precious the person is. Jesus
declared, as no one ever before him
had declared, that the person is of
all-surpassing worth.

That belief shines in everything
he does. It looks out from his eyes
when they are happiest and when
they are saddest. It trembles in the
most loving consolations and
thunders in the most passionate
rebukes that come from his lips. It
is the inspiration of his compassion
and his indignation.

In stark contrast to all of that is
what we know as pornography. It
depersonalizes individuals and
makes things of them. Women are
used, misused, abused. These
women are faces without names and
without personhood. They are often
presented as parts of their body--to
be fondled, abused and explored.
They are recipients of male sexual
aggression, valuable only as they
function sexually. They are pieces
of meat on human display and
receptacles to provide male sexual
release.

Over against the biblical
commitment to persons is
pornography. It sexualizes bigotry
and promotes the abuse of women.
It kills the self-esteem of women and
thwarts their potential. The bottom
line of pornography is that women
aren't human beings. They don't
deserve to be treated as persons.
They are objects, animals, things.

When we look at the evidence,
we know: Men and women cannot
hope to be fully human in a society
which militates against their best
efforts to be so with a flood of filth.
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Men and women cannot be fully
human in a society which spawns
sexual forces which dehumanize
them. Men and women cannot be
fully human in a society which
unleashes sexual demons in them
and on them.

Behind our action is the
conviction that families matter. No
institution plays a more important
role in human life than the family. It
is the beginning point of biological
life and most other things. The
family gets us first and keeps us
longest. Family relationships play a
powerful role in our lives. The
family is our major source of cultural
understanding and imprints that with
emotional finality. In its own distinct
way, the family serves as an educa-
tional institution without equal in our

Throughout its history,
the church has fought
tenaciously every force
that would destroy the
home.

culture. It is, as Martin Luther
named it, "a school for living."
Within it, we receive our first images
of the world around us, of others and
of ourselves.

The Old Testament and New
Testament alike begin with families--
with stories of the relationships of
Adam and Eve and their children;
with Mary, Joseph and Jesus and
relationships within the family set-
ting. From the beginning of the
Bible to the end, the family is thrust
into prominence by writers who
heard the word from God and
recorded it.

Throughout its history, the church!
has given great attention to the
family and expressed its interest
with a considerable degree of consis-
tency. From time to time, it has
attempted to give some guidance for
every phase of family living. It has
attempted to keep before its people
and before the wider society an
understanding of the nature, pur-
poses and importance of the family.

Throughout its history, the church
has fought tenaciously every force
that would destroy the home. When
some power emerged that threat-
ened the family, we cried out with
outrage. When some evil clutched
the family in its stranglehold, we
mobilized our forces to break its
grip. When some malevolent force
developed that would disturb,
debilitate or destroy the patterns that
encourage wholesome family living,
we refused to remain silent.

Behind our action is the convic-
tion that children matter. In biblical
religion children hold a valued place.
They are valued, nurtured, taught,
disciplined, encouraged and pro-
tected. They are seen in many
ways--as promissory notes of the
future, as signs that God has not
given up on his world, as illustrations
of faith.

The Bible encourages parents to
see their children as gifts from God.
Jesus pointedly taught that children
are to be accepted and respected
(Matthew 18:1-6). The Old Testa-
ment spelled out responsibilities of
parents for their children. In the
biblical pattern the family is called to
be the cocoon in which babies grow
to maturity, learn how to relate to
themselves, to others and to God
(Luke 2:51).

The importance of children is
portrayed vividly in the ministry of
Jesus. Matthew 19:13-15 recounts
the event. lt is set in the midst of an
adult world when things are rather
sticky. It is approaching the climax
of Jesus' ministry. Those who were
opposed to that ministry were press-
ing in upon him from all sides. His
own disciples were too concerned
about his schedule, and everything
was beginning to fly apart. In the
midst of all of this, few wanted to be
bothered with sticky-fingered little
children. They came, brought by
doting mothers, to shake hands with
the preacher. And Jesus said, "Why
not?" He took time for them,
graciously, individually blessing
them. And they responded. This
strange intrusion in the climax of
Matthew's gospel indicates that there
is something going on for the least of
God's creation.
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The biblical commitment to
justice can be extended to the
matter of pornography. If God has
concern for the defenseless and asks
us to share that concern, then that
concern should be extended to those
victimized, abused, humiliated,
enslaved and destroyed by
pornography.

Conclusion

I come back to the original
question, "Why, in a world like ours
do we spend our energy fighting
pornography?"

The answer is clear: We are
powered by a concern for persons,
for families, for children, for
character and a commitment to
justice.

We also look the demon called
pornography squarely in the eye.
We are deeply troubled by the havoc
that it wreaks on human life. We
hear the painful stories of women,
we see the abused children, we deal
with men crippled and anguished by
their pornographic addiction. We
measure the exorbitant price tag of
destruction that pornography
unleashes on our families and on our
society.

The shaping convictions and the
human situation collide. In the
process, our hearts are broken.

We cannot remain silent.
We cannot remain
disengaged. We cannot
be passive. We must
Join the battle.

Even so, indignation, anger and rage
boil up within us. We know: We
cannot remain silent. We cannot
remain disengaged. We cannot be
passive.

We must join the battle . B

Baker is executive director of the
Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission .
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! ANTI-PORNOGRAPHY i
] |
i RESOURCES ORDER FORM |
E The following resources are designed to help fight pornography. i
| 1
| | Quan. Pamphlets Price *| Total | i
i What to Do About Pornography 20 :
! Pomnography and the Law 20 E
E Issues and Answers: Pornography 20 l
|
! Help for Television Viewers Awareness/Action Guide 2.00 !
i Final Report of the Attorney General's Commission on Pornography 9.95 E
] |
] I
i Quan. Audiovisual Resources Size Purchase | Rental | Show Date '
1
! The Battle Against Obscenity: [ ]1/2" VHS 75.00 35.00 !
' A Plan for Action [ ] 3/4” U-Matic 75.00 35.00 !
i Help for Families: Pornography [ ]1/2" VHS 25.00 10.00 |
: By: Dr. Charles Petty [ ] 3/4" U-Matic 35.00 10.00 i
! Help for Families: Television [ ]1/2" VHS 25.00 10.00 !
: By: Dr. Charles Petty [ ] 3/4" U-Matic 35.00 10.00 !
| |
I |
i TOTAL |
| Pay Cash and Save Delivery Costs !
! Payment enclosed [no charge for postage] !
! Bill to addess below [actual postage charge will be added to bill] !
| 1
|
| Ship to Address E
1 |
| | I
i City State Zip Phone i
]
1 1
E Name of person placing order i
! Mail This Order Form To: E
! The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention :
! P. O. Box 25266, Nashville, TN 37202-5266 !
! FOR FASTER SERVICE CALL: ORDER DEPARTMENT (615)244-2495 :
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