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Living in a pagan culture
A reality Southern Baptists, other evangelicals, can no longer ignore

By Doug LeBlanc

Do Southern Baptists and other 
American evangelicals live in a 
post-Christian era? Consider this:

• A startling number of Ameri­
cans who consider themselves 
Christians are unable to say who 
preached the Sermon on the Mount.

• Studies show that evangelicals 
are almost as likely as their neigh­
bors to divorce, or to experience or 
practice child abuse.

• With their secular neighbors, 
evangelicals lap up the evolution- 
as-fact premises of Jurassic Park, 
the sexual exploitation of MTV, and 
the dumbed-down factoids of USA 
Today.

A Christian needn't believe that 
America was ever the New Israel to 
recognize that Americans are less 
informed by Christian thinking in 
1994 than they were a few decades 
ago.

Several evangelical culture­
watchers agree that Americans' 
knowledge of Christianity is deteri­
orating. Yet the decay has been so 
slow and steady that sometimes it 
has gone unnoticed.

Demographer George Barna 
uses such measures as what people 
know about Christian values, how 
they develop values, and how they 
make moral and ethical decisions.

(Continued on Page 4)

Church voter registration drives 
increase among Southern Baptists
By Louis A. Moore

With a hostile secular culture 
closing in all around, Christians are 
rallying at the ballot box as an 
effective way to turn the tide and 
impact society for good.

Informed, committed voters are 
finding they can make a difference 
in elections and referendums.

Voter registration campaigns 
are becoming commonplace in a 
growing number of Southern Bap­
tist churches today. They frequent­
ly signal the beginning of a wider 
effort to educate members about

how to impact the electoral process beyond the 
ballot box. For instance, at Second Baptist 
Church, Houston, members are encouraged to 
vote then attend precinct meetings where 
the real business of Texas elections is 
often conducted.

Church leaders are cautious to 
point out that their efforts are non­
partisan and issue-oriented. Their 
efforts are designed to call atten­
tion to the need for traditional val­
ues and not to refashion the 
culture in the image of the 
church.

(Continued on Page 6)

New CLC video: Citizen Christians

A must-see for every Southern Baptist congregation. 
It clarifies church-state issues today

See page 12 to order
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Christian Bashing
By Richard D. Land

In recent weeks hysterical attacks have been lev- I 
eled against conservative Christians who have dared 
to exercise their rights as American citizens to bring 
their faith convictions into the political process. 
Examples abound:

• The Anti-Defamation League’s (ADL) recently 
published book, The Religious Right: The Assault on 
Tolerance and Pluralism in America, provides an

excellent example of the very intolerance which it purports to warn against. 
In its biased attack, the ADL accuses the “religious right” of bringing “a 
rhetoric of fear, suspicion and even hatred” to political discourse.

• One columnist recently wrote that if Christian religious leaders did 
not keep their “holy yaps” shut about moral-political issues, they should 
lose their tax-exempt status.

• The chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, 
Rep. Vic Fazio, D-Calif., attacked conservative Christians as the “fire­
breathing Christian radical right.”

• The ever-offensive Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Elders, attacked the 
“un-Christian religious right” for opposing her federally funded “safe sex” 
programs and added that “We’ve got to be strong to take on those people 
who are selling our children out in the name of religion.” This is the same 
Dr. Elders who attacked Roman Catholics who dared to question her pro­
abortion views as “very religious non-Christians.” Yet Dr. Elders, as recent­
ly as last January, expressed her opposition to capital punishment with 
these words: “As a Christian, as an individual, as a doctor, I am absolutely 
opposed to the death penalty” {New York Times, Jan. 30, 1994). It appears 
that it is perfectly acceptable for Dr. Elders to defend her view^ as “Chris­
tian,” but if you disagree with her, then you are “un-Christian” or “non­
Christian.” I ask you, who is intolerant of whom?

What have conservative Christians done to arouse all this anger? It 
seems to me that conservative Christians are deeply concerned about the 
severe moral decline evident everywhere in our culture. Few Americans 
alive 30 years ago could have imagined the America of today: where every 
26 seconds a child is born out of wedlock, where almost 40% of American 
children live in homes without biological fathers present, and where chil­
dren born to unwed mothers are six times more likely to be poor as adults.

The last 30 years have revealed the human cost of the “anything-goes” 
moral relativism of the cultural and religious left. Ted Koppel’s comments 
are apt: “What Moses brought down from Mount Sinai were not the Ten 
Suggestions.... They are commandments. Are, not were. The sheer bril­
liance of the Ten Commandments is that they codify, in a handful of words, 
acceptable human behavior. Not just for then, or now, but for all time.”

Recently a reporter asked, “What would you have in America if you 
could have what you want?” I answered, “An America like the 1950s with­
out the sexism and the racism.” That was an America where most people 
accepted the “Ten Commandments,” not the “Ten Suggestions,” even when 
they violated them with some regularity. It wasn’t a perfect country, but the 
fruit of the Ten Commandments was, and is, superior in every way to the 
chaos and havoc wrought by the Ten Suggestions world view.

If the moral absolutes of the Ten Commandments are ever again to hold 
sway in our society, there must be revival in our hearts, in our homes and in 
our churches. Our salvation has never been, and will never be, in politics, 
but in spiritual renewal in Christ. But national renewal must build on that 
spiritual base a solid structure of involvement with society. And by the way, 
Christians should be far less eager to endorse candidates, and far more con­
cerned whether or not candidates endorse them and their involvement in 
the process.
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Heimbach: Public square not off limits
By Dwayne Hastings

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary ethics professor Daniel 
Heimbach believes Christians are 
obligated to bring their values to 
bear in the public arena.

“We need to be concerned about 
what is happening in society 
because God is concerned about it,” 
Heimbach said. “We should be 
motivated to participate and seek to 
influence the public square, not only 
because we believe God to be the 
moral ruler, but because we have a 
participatory form of government.

“Our American system requires 
that we bring our Christian value 
judgments to bear on public policy 
issues,” he said.

Heimbach believes every moral 
framework or perspective is reli­
gious. “There is no religiously neu­
tral point of view or value judg­
ment. Every value system is based 
on or oriented by some faith com­
mitment. Some are more explicit 
than others.”

Heimbach, who reviewed the 
ethics curriculum at the U.S. Naval 
Academy during his stint as deputy 
assistant secretary of the Navy for 
manpower in the Bush administra­
tion, said the promotion of moral 
character is an area “in which the 
schools have not been doing a very 
good job.”

He cited as an example Values 
Clarification, a program introduced 
in public schools to help students 
objectively and scientifically think 
through ethical issues but which 
generally avoided calling any 
behavior right or wrong.

He said that experiment failed 
in public schools, creating “a real 
vacuum as it regards principles of 
morality.

“Teachers were not advocates for 
one thing over another. Children 
were led to believe there is ‘no real 
right or wrong.’ The message was 
‘anything goes.’ Now, just about 
everybody—secular, Christian, 
whomever—realizes that (program) 
just did not work, and schools are

Southeastern
Seminary ethics 
professor Daniel

Heimbach believes 
Christians must exert 
their influence in the 

public arena.
getting more and more undisci­
plined.”

His own example of serving on 
his local school district's Character 
Education Task Force models how 
Christians can be involved in the 
public arena, he said.

The task force is attempting to 
identify a list of virtues or “inner 
qualities that incline the individual 
to choose right over wrong,” that 
will find broad support throughout 
the community and will be the basis 
of a curriculum in the county’s 
classrooms.

Heimbach said the task force 
sees itself augmenting, not replac­
ing, parental responsibility. The 
group is seeking parental and com­
munity input.

The task force has identified 
eight character traits it believes will 
promote character development in 
young people: courage, good judg­
ment (prudence), integrity, kind­
ness, perseverance, respect, respon­
sibility and self-discipline.

It is also drawing from a variety 
of religious traditions. “There are a 
number of character traits,.. .that 
are not unique to Christianity or 
Hinduism or Judaism or humanism, 
but rather are shared broadly.

“We don't want the school sys­
tem to be a vehicle to promote a 
moral system or framework that is 
unique to one religious viewpoint 
and not shared by others; that is the 
province of the church and the fami­
ly. It is the community of which you 
are a part that is saying, ‘This is the 
kind of person we want you to be,”’ 
Heimbach said.

Reaching an agreement on 
these, however, has sometimes 
stirred debate. The group, for 
instance, debated and declined to 
include tolerance as a virtue 
because tolerance has been used as 
a lever to avoid making moral judg­
ments about certain controversial 
types of behavior, he said.

“From a Christian world view, 
certain kinds of sexual behavior are 
clearly wrong, and yet there are 
those from a very permissive 
humanist point of view who are say­
ing that the behavior should be 
accepted, because we should be tol­
erant. Tolerance by itself is not a 
virtue. It's a character trait, but it 
can just as well be a vice as a 
virtue,” he said.

Heimbach said the work of the 
Wake County task force is “entirely 
original” in its process although a 
few other school systems across the 
country are exploring ways to intro­
duce virtues back into the schools.

He said Wake County “is in a 
leadership role in this program. We 
wanted to do something that would 
be an example to everybody else, 
and in fact that is what is happen­
ing.” The Character Education 
Task Force’s work in designing a 
curriculum with character traits 
and standards of right and wrong 
has prompted a “tremendous 
response,” Heimbach said. “This 
effort in Wake County is pretty 
much ahead of the game for the 
country.”
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Is the U.S.A. now a post-Christian culture?
(Continued from Page 1)

"Almost every measure that we 
have suggests that when people are 
making their decisions, God's point 
of view or the Bible's principles are 
not uppermost in their minds." 
Barna says. "Even those people 
who claim to be Christian... exhibit 
a kind of confusion over how to 
make good decisions."

George G. Hunter III, dean of 
the E. Stanley Jones School of 
Evangelism at Asbury Theological 
Seminary, cites sobering data from 
pollster George Gallup Jr., an evan­
gelical Episcopalian.

Since 1968, Gallup's organiza­
tion has asked a random sampling 
of adult Americans if they have any 
religious training in their back­
ground.

"In 1968, 9 percent said no. In 
1978, 17 percent said no. In 1988, 
25 percent said no," says Hunter, 
author of How to Reach Secular 
People. If that trend continues, 
Gallup's findings in 1998 will show 
about one out of three Americans 
having no religious training in their 
background.

Hunter also points out that 49 
percent of parents told Gallup in 
1988 that their children are receiv­
ing no religious training.

"Just in terms of the cognitive 
preparation for making sense of 
Christian truth claims, more and 
more people lack that preparation," 
Hunter says. "When you add to 
that the fact that a lot of people who 
have some religious training in 
their background didn't get it, and 
it just didn't stick and they can't 
appropriate it now, we're talking 
about a majority of the American 
people."

Marvin Olasky, editor-at-large 
for World magazine and a journal­
ism professor at the University of 
Texas, also senses a widening secu­
larism in American culture.

"There's always been a battle 
within the intellectual elite. If you 
go back to the 18th century, there 
was certainly a battle there. You 
had strong Christians and you also 
had deists," Olasky says. "What's 
interesting now is that the battle 

within the elite has spread through 
the country—not just on a high the­
ological plane, but on a cultural 
plane as well. You used to have peo­
ple broadly through the country 
who, whether they were Christians 
or not, at least had some under­
standing of what the Bible says. 
Now there are Texas kids I'm teach­
ing who have had absolutely no 
exposure at all. It's novel to them.

Many... hesitate to 
use the phrase “post­
Christian America, ” 

fearing that it 
reflects a romanti­

cized notion of 
Christian prevalence 
in American culture.

Or, what exposure they've had has 
been so watered down that it's 
worse than nothing."

Os Guinness of The Trinity 
Forum observes many dimensions 
of this secularization. One is the 
secularization of consciousness. "I 
would say, although this is a sweep­
ing generalization, that many evan­
gelicals are almost atheists un­
awares, in the sense that their prac­
ticing world view has very little of a 
supernatural dimension."

No Golden Age
Many evangelical culture-watch­

ers hesitate to use the phrase "post­
Christian America," fearing that it 
reflects a romanticized notion of 
Christian prevalence in American 
culture.

"I don't think there ever was 
really a Christian nation per se," 
says John Whitehead of The 
Rutherford Institute, which defends 
the civil rights of pro-life activists, 
home-schooling parents, and Chris­
tians arrested for public evange­
lism.

Still, Whitehead says, "There's 
no doubt this is a culture that no 
longer even looks to Christianity for 

an answer. At one time, when peo­
ple had a question, they went to 
their pastor. That's no longer true. 
Now it's either a psychiatrist, a 
public schoolteacher, or a social 
worker."

In Europe, where most nations 
were officially Christian, the phrase 
"post-Christian" is more meaning­
ful, Guinness believes. "Here it's 
confusing," he says. "On the one 
hand, most people were and still are 
Christians, but America never was 
officially an established Christian 
nation. I think 'post-Christian' is 
rather unhelpful over here."

But Guinness believes two sig­
nificant changes have taken place 
in America, including "the growth of 
secularity in American life—the 
pressing of religion back to the mar­
gins—and the pluralization of 
American life, with the enormous 
expansion of all the world's reli­
gions."

Hunter recalls hearing a radio 
report that 80 percent qf American 
people still consider themselves 
Christians, yet 49 percent did not 
know that Jesus preached the Ser­
mon on the Mount.

"What were talking about is an 
astonishing and growing number of 
people I call 'ignostics.' They're not 
agnostics ('I don't know if I believe 
in your God or not'), but ignostics ('I 
don't know what you're talking 
about')," Hunter says.

What that means, Hunter 
believes, is that America is a grow­
ing mission field. "And yet most of 
our churches function as though all 
of this hasn't happened, and we're 
still churches in an established 
Christian country, where ministry 
is mainly a chaplaincy, taking care 
of people who are already Chris­
tians."

Tracing the Changes
Evangelical scholars cite a num­

ber of reasons for the increasing 
sense of secularization—including 
popular culture, a never-ending 
array of sophisticated technology, 
and a greater interest in non­
Christian beliefs.

(Continued on Page 7)
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PEACE THEME

By Louis A. Moore ’He is our peace’
Even as the threat of world com- 

' munism recedes from memory and 
once-hostile nations reduce the size 
of their armed forces and the volume 
of their armaments, peace remains 
an elusive goal for many people 
today.

While the un-peace of war stalks 
places such as the former Yugoslav 
republics, the real lack of peace is 
seen today in lives tarnished by 
abuse and violence in their own 
homes and neighborhoods. Commu­
nities large and small are gripped by 
news accounts of family violence in 
which children kill parents and par­
ents kill children and of scenes in 
which former co-workers take out 

I their hatred for their former employ­
ers with guns aimed at anybody in 
sight.

Driving this abuse and violence 
are the "secret" sins of society that 
fuel the reservoirs of hate and 
despair which invade the homes of 
the rich and poor alike. Some statis­
tics bear this out: 18 million alco­
holics, including 4.5 million 
teenagers, live in the U.S. alone, 
affecting 76 million family members; 
one in four American girls and one in 
eight boys are sexually abused by 
age 18; incest reportedly touches one 
in five Americans.

Sadly, Christians are not 
immune to the spin-off from the 
breakdown of families and the dete­
rioration of ethical standards in soci­
ety in general. The consequences of 
divorce, AIDS, sexual abuse, alco­
holism, drug abuse, mental illness, 
and all the other plagues on 
humankind have left deep scars on 
many Christians today. Some esti­
mates say as many as 80 percent of 
all SBC pastors today grew up in 
homes that would be classified by 
even Christian psychologists as dys­
functional. Many continue to bear 
the scars of such difficulties as 
parental alcoholism, divorce, worka­
holism, sexual abuse and verbal or 
physical abuse.

The situation has spawned a 
I quest for peace in the hearts of mil­

lions upon millions of people.
The apostle Paul in Ephesians 

2:14 reminds us that the peace we so

(Ephesians 2:14)

desperately seek is found in Christ. 
"For He is our peace," Paul said. The 
"He" refers to Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior. In the context, Paul was 
speaking about how the shedding of 
Christ's blood has broken down the 
walls that separate Jews and Gen­
tiles. Through Christ, the enmity 
that destroys peace is itself eradicat­
ed, reconciling Jew and Gentile 
through the Cross.

In the wider context, if we allow 
Him to do so, Christ is able to heal 
the scars in our hearts caused by a 

world that still lives in enmity with 
God. No matter what disquiets the 
heart, Christ truly is our Peace in 
every way. "And [He] came and 
preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
For through him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the 
Father," said the apostle Paul in 
Ephesians 2:17-18.

Louis A. Moore is the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion's director of media and product 
development.
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Churches are encouraging voter registration
(Continued from Page 1)

To help churches conduct these 
voter registration campaigns, the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission has produced the book­
let Citizen Christian Awareness 
Campaign: A Manual for Prayer 
and Action. It is available for $1. 
(Ordering information is on Page 
12.)

The first chapter of the booklet 
begins with these words:

“The increasing secularization of 
our culture makes it imperative 
that citizen Christians exert their 
influence on American public life. 
Increasingly, government is used to 
support values which are hostile to 
some Christian beliefs.

“We Christians too often stay 
out of American public life, rather 
than gratefully participating in rep­
resentative self-government. We 
have the same civic rights as all 
other citizens and every reason in 
this increasingly secular age to 
claim and practice them. Churches 
are spiritual bodies, but they must 
exist and carry out their mission 
within a civil state governed by civil 
laws which can either help or hin­
der their work. Christians have 
every right to use the powers of 
their earthly citizenship to keep 
churches free to fulfill their divine 
mandate.”

Second Baptist-Houston and 
Bellevue Baptist in Memphis are 
examples of Southern Baptist 
churches which have moved rapidly 
in recent years into this area of 
Christian witness.

Brian Gaston, one of the coordi­
nators of the Second Baptist effort, 
says, “to make a difference, we’ve 
got to have more and more Chris­
tians involved in the political pro­
cess. Our first goal is to help people 
become motivated, but of most 
importance is to educate them on 
the way the political process works 
and on the issues.”

Second Baptist’s Civic Aware­
ness Program is threefold.

One aspect is the Nehemiah 
Project, which gets under way 
about three months prior to primary 
elections every two years in Texas.

“Our purpose in this project is to 
get a lot of our people participating 
in the election and in the precinct 
conventions,” says Gaston. “We do 
not tell people what party to vote 
for or what candidate to vote for. 
We are very careful not to endorse a

“We believe if 
people look at the 
issues with open 
hearts and open 

ears, they will 
come to the right 

conclusion. ”

party or a candidate. This is purely 
and simply a Christian participa­
tion program.”

The second aspect is the 
church’s voter registration program. 
About two months prior to every 
election voter registration tables are 
set up at the church to make it as 
convenient as possible for people 
attending services to register to 
vote.

The third aspect, called the 
“Christian alert program,” educates 
people about issues, such as outcome­
based education, crime, taxation 
and homosexuality, that concern cit­
izens today.

“We do not want to turn into lit­
tle demagogues, telling everybody 
what to do or what to believe,” says 
Gaston. “We believe if people look 
at the issues with open hearts and 
open ears, they will come to the 
right conclusion.”

Dale Ingram, who spearheads 
the voter registration campaign at 
Bellevue Baptist, said, “You’d be 

surprised at the number of people 
who have been registered to vote 
(through the church’s program). 
There were a lot of people who 
either had just moved into the area 
or who for one reason or another 
hadn’t registered to vote.”

He estimates Bellevue’s cam­
paign has registered 300 persons a 
year to vote.

The church’s new Moral Con­
cerns Committee is attempting to 
keep the congregation informed 
about pertinent issues, he says. 
“We’ve talked about the proposed 
EEOC guidelines, school registra­
tion and school-based clinics and 
issues like that. We try to keep up 
with all the things going on in the 
community.”

Ingram says he believes voter 
registration and issue-education 
committee are “significant enough 
that all the churches ought to do it.”

Michael K. Whitehead, the 
CLC’s general counsel, says voter 
registration campaigns are abso­
lutely legal and do not violate the 
First Amendment’s protection of 
separation of church and state.

“Vote Christian! It is your right. 
It is your responsibility,” he says.

He suggests that churches con­
duct a “nonpartisan voter registra­
tion survey” to determine how many 
eligible voters in the congregation 
have not registered to vote.

“Have a voter registration table 
in your church lobby,” he says. “Call 
your county registrar to find out 
how your county does voter regis­
tration. If your church has mem­
bers from several counties, call each 
one. Some states will deputize and 
train a church member to handle 
the table. Other states will sched­
ule a visiting voter registrar to come 
to your church on one or more dates 
(e.g. Sunday mornings or Wednes­
day nights). Ask about the deadline 
date before which citizens must reg­
ister to vote in the next election.”
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COVER STORY ™
(Continued from Page 4)

"The media and the world of art, 
'* music, the entertainment, and the 
*' instruments of technology have 

molded us to a point where reality 
is completely redefined," says evan­
gelist Ravi Zacharias. "What virtu­
al reality will bring is, in effect, 
already here without the head gear. 
We already create our virtual reali­
ties and do not recognize the fallout 
of it all. I think technology and the 
world of the arts have become the 
molding instruments of our con­
sciousness today. In that sense, we 
are in a post-Christian era, because 
truth is relegated to subjectivity."

"Most Americans, for most of 
American life, have understood 
themselves and the world from their 

i Christian perspective," Guinness 
says. "But today, the key group that 
doesn't is the leadership group. 
Between 1959 and 1969 there was 
an enormous expansion of secular­
ism from 2 percent to 10 or 11 per­
cent. That is disproportionately 
strong in the elites. The elites of 
America today, the gate-keeping 
elites, are largely tone-deaf to reli­
gion... which is largely a result of 
ignorance."

Worse, Guinness says, evangeli­
cals have exerted little influence as 
secularism has taken a greater hold 
in American culture.

"For 150 years, evangelicals 
have been marked by a sinful anti­
intellectualism. For many decades 
in the 150 years we didn't pay for it, 
but now we're living in the Informa­
tion Era, and with the elites dispro­
portionately secularist, the tragic 
result is a literal education gap," 
says Guinness. "Before 1960, we 
had more-educated believers and 
less-educated believers—there was 
no education gap. Since the '60s, to 
be more educated is to be less reli­
gious, and to be less educated is to 
be more religious."

Olasky traces secularization to 
decaying standards in journalism, 
churches, and schools.

"Journalists not only set agen­
das, they 'certify,'" Olasky says. 
"They certify people as big shots or 
nobodies. A lot of people yearn for 
that certification. For example, 
when you're doing things to help

Christians’ influence waning
homeless individuals, you can do it 
in a way that will allow you to 
receive praise from local journalists, 
or you can do it in a way that will be 
ignored."

As for churches, Olasky believes 
there's "a lot of very weak evangeli­
cal preaching going on," and as a 
result, many church members who 
affirm certain beliefs on Sunday do 
not carry those beliefs into their 
everyday lives. "Thus, the tendency 
is to adjust beliefs to practice over a 
long period of time," Olasky says.

"Certainly the schools are disas­
ter areas. In the past, the problem 
was noneducation. If you could get 
people to schools, then they would 
learn how to read and they would be 
able to read the Bible and McGuf­
fey 's Readers, which had good moral 
precepts. They were trying to go 
from noneducation to literacy. Now 
we're going from education to mis­
education."

Like Olasky, Whitehead believes 
secularization has spread from 
intellectual elites into the general 
culture.

"To really understand this, you 
have to go back into the 1800s, with 
the onslaught of Freudianism, 
which was readily accepted in 
America, and the theory of evolu­
tion, which had a great impact and 
was adopted into every major insti­
tution. Evolution is accepted as a 
fact—look at the biggest movie of all 
time now, Jurassic Park.

"Christians have failed for 
years," Whitehead says, "When the 
real signals were being blasted 
throughout culture, Christians were 
not involved. They had stopped 
being the leading thinkers. Chris­
tianity went into an enclave for a 
while, withdrew, and became very 
pietistic. It wasn't until the 1970s, 
after Roe vs. Wade, that Christians 
came back and said we can be 
involved in social .concerns. But 
there was about a 100-year lapse. 
Those who either thought Chris­
tianity was irrelevant, or were hos­
tile to it, stepped into this vacuum, 
and effected change.”

The same evangelicals who 
express concern about secular 

trends believe that Christians can 
make a difference—in part by learn­
ing from past mistakes.

Our first priority should be 
examining our own lifestyles, 
Zacharias says. We need to ask our­
selves, "Am I yielding to the allure­
ments around—materially, sensual­
ly, artistically? Have I kept integri­
ty within my own heart?" he says.

"We need to take our spiritual 
disciplines of reading and reflecting 
seriously. An expenditure of words 
without an income of ideas leads to 
conceptual bankruptcy."

Zacharias has led several forums 
at secular universities, including 
Harvard, and has found great spiri­
tual hunger among students.

"If our experience of the last five 
years is any indication of the 
demand out there to deal with the 
intellectual credibility of Christiani­
ty, then we have not even begun to 
scratch the surface. The demands 
are out there, and people await that 
kind of response from thejchurch."

Guinness believes secularism

(Continued on Page 11)
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POlflT
By Douglas Bandow

One doesn’t have to be a genius 
to realize that the nation’s moral cli­
mate is not good. Therefore, it is 
not surprising that many Christians 
see government as a means to make 
things right.

Nowhere is that more evident 
than in drug policy—where the 
state bans selected substances 
(marijuana, say, but not cigarettes) 
as well as otherwise innocent items 
associated with drug use (such as 
needles, used most commonly by 
heroin addicts). Alas, the experi­
ment in government regulation, just 
like that of alcohol prohibition earli­
er this century, has proved to be an 
expensive failure. A decade’s worth 
of ever more draconian enforcement 
efforts has not preserved America’s 
Judeo-Christian ethos; to the con­
trary, moral breakdown seems to 
have accelerated even as the gov­
ernment was filling the nation’s 
prisons, more than doubling the 
number of inmates during the 
1980s.

Nor has this willingness to lock 
up one’s neighbors for moral offens­
es primarily against themselves

Moreover, the law 
has done little to 

stop drug use.
Some 80 million 

Americans over the 
age of 12 have tried 
at least one illicit 

substance.

rather than others (just like alcohol 
abuse and cigarette smoking) made 
people more virtuous. For one 
thing, one must have free choice to 
act morally; coerced action is not 
virtuous. Moreover, the law has 
done little to stop drug use. Some 
80 million Americans over the age 
of 12 have tried at least one illicit 
substance. One-tenth of the popula-

Clean needles should be 
distributed to illegal drug users

Douglas Bandow

tion uses drugs at least once a year. 
We obviously face a frightening epi­
demic of moral vacuousness and 
spiritual emptiness, but one that it 
should be painfully obvious by now 
cannot be met by government. Only 
the church has the real answer.

While drug prohibition has not 
uplifted the nation morally, it has 
created enormous practical prob­
lems. Several thousand people, 
including scores of innocents, die 
annually in gang wars that occur 
because the drug market is crimi­
nal—just like during Prohibition 
earlier this century. The legal ban 
inflates drug prices, causing an 
increase in property crime as 
addicts steal to finance their habits. 
Drugs themselves are more danger­
ous, since users have neither assur­
ance as to what they are buying nor 
legal recourse against sellers for 
any resulting harm.

Moreover, drug prohibition has 
greatly spurred the spread of AIDS 
in America. Roughly one-fourth of 
AIDS cases have resulted, directly 
or indirectly, from intravenous (IV) 
drug use and account for the great 
majority of all heterosexuals testing 
HIV positive. Another six percent of 
those with AIDS were both homo­
sexuals and IV drug users. Half of 

HIV-infected heterosexuals con­
tracted the virus through sexual 
contact with IV drug users. Two 
thirds of perinatal AIDS cases 
involve children of IV drug users or 
women who have had sex with IV 
drug users. All told, IV drug users 
constitute the fastest-growing cate­
gory of people with AIDS.

The problem is two-fold. Social 
outcasts taking illicit substances 
are less likely to be influenced by 
their neighbors and co-workers to 
engage in more responsible behav­
ior. Moreover, addicts tend to share 
needles, which cannot be legally 
obtained in most states. It might 
seem tempting to say that IV drug 
users have brought the disease on 
themselves. Tempting, but not a 
good witness to Christ’s love. More­
over, thousands of addicts’ wives 
and children are also suffering. 
And the cost to the rest^of us of this 
epidemic is very high.

It is time to follow a different 
course. Whatever larger policy the 
government follows toward drug 
use—and I believe we should de- 
escalate the drug war—it is time to 
allow addicts to acquire clean nee­
dles. This would not represent offi­
cial approval of drug use, since the 
needles could be distributed pri­
vately. Anyway, it should be evident 
by now that addicts don’t let govern­
ment disapproval discourage them 
from using drugs. Giving them 
access to clean needles would at 
least reduce the ancillary harm to 
them and many others, including 
children.

Indeed, we should look to Great 
Britain and the Netherlands, where 
HIV infection rates are dramatically 
lower, as models. Both allow some 
legal drug use—under the supervi­
sion of doctors in Great Britain. As 
a result, the Netherlands is thought 
to have the lowest proportion of 
AIDS patients who are IV drug 
users (three percent) in Europe, 
while in Britain’s Liverpool, which

(Continued on Page 10)
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By Michael M. Gimbel

In addition to being the Director 
of Substance Abuse for Baltimore 
County in Maryland, for the past 14 
years, I am also a recovering drug 
addict. I injected heroin for several 
years. While I may not know all 
details about the government-spon­
sored surveys about the success of 
needle-exchange programs, I have 
worked for government long enough 
to know that you can make a study 
say anything you want—it's done all 
the time. I choose to look at the 
drug problem from the point of view 
of the reality of what drug addiction 
is and the addicts who so desperate­
ly need our help.

In my view and my personal 
experience, the availability of clean 
needles for addicts is not our prima­
ry problem—trying to get addicts off 
of the illicit drugs is our greatest 
challenge and should be our ulti­
mate goal.

It is wrong to attempt to erase 
one crisis by reinforcing another. It 
is wrong to try to save drug abusers 
from AIDS by perpetuating their 
pain and suffering from addiction.

...the availability of 
clean needles for 
addicts is not our

primary problem— 
trying to get 

addicts off of the 
illicit drugs is our 
greatest challenge.

It will ultimately hurt more people 
than it will help.

The one thing I know the most 
about in this world is how addicts 
think. Drug addicts are by the 
nature of their disease irresponsible 
and self-destructive, and it is very 
difficult to change their behavior 
without long-term treatment. Nee­
dle-exchange programs only rein-

Clean needles should not be 
distributed to illegal drug users

Michael M. Gimbel

force that addictive behavior and 
never address the root cause of 
addiction. This means that in a 
very short period of time, the addict 
will drop out of the program and 
continue his irresponsible behavior 
both by sharing needles and having 
unsafe sex. The needle-exchange 
program does nothing to address 
the problem of addicts having 
unprotected sex. The often-quoted 
New Haven, Conn., needle­
exchange program reports less than 
one-third of the addicts claim they 
had protected sex.

The needle-exchange program 
is truly a case of an intellectual 
pipe dream—it may look good on 
paper but in reality it never 
addresses the root cause of AIDS or 
drug addiction.

Finally, needle exchange—as 
does the discussion of the legaliza­
tion of drugs—sends a mixed mes­
sage to not only the addicts 
involved but to the young people we 
are trying to reach. During the 
1980s, our society sent a very clear 
no-use message about drugs to our 
youth and general population. As a 
result, school-age drug use dropped 
each year during the 1980s. Since 
the mayor of Baltimore and other 
prominent intellectuals began the 

debate about legalization, we have 
seen an increase for the last two 
years in our schools. I believe it is 
because we are now sending our 
youth a mixed message, and our 
young people are taking full advan­
tage of it.

People often ask, "even if needle 
exchange doesn't work very well, 
what's wrong with trying it?" Well, 
disregarding "morality" and the 
peculiar position in which govern­
ment is placed by its support for 
needle programs (and facilitation of 
drug use), there is a more profound 
implication to clean-needle policies. 
Demand reduction is now accepted 
as the primary means of bringing 
drug abuse under control. Demand 
reduction involves not only preven­
tion but treatment—and increasing­
ly the treatment of heavily drug- 
involved, deeply disordered abusers.

Drug abusers will only come 
into treatment in large numbers if 
they are subjected to a significant 
amount of pressure. What deter­
mines the degree of pressure to 
which they are exposed is public 
attitudes about drug use. Public 
tolerance for drug use is contrary to 
demand reduction. Thus, to the 
degree that needle exchange fosters 
ambivalence about drug use and 
renders society less able to articu­
late a clear and consistent demand 
that drug abusers stop using drugs 
(and accept the treatment they need 
in order to do so), it is a cost rather 
than a benefit to society.

We do have a serious problem of 
AIDS and hard-core drug addiction 
in our cities, counties, states and 
nation. We need to target this high- 
risk population with education and 
long-term treatment on demand so 
that we can get to the root cause of 
these problems. If we keep trying to 
"fire-fight" our way out of this prob­
lem, in a year or two it will remain 
the killer that it is today, and we 
will have lost another generation to 
drugs. Needle-exchange programs

(Continued on Page 10)
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Land preaches religious freedom in Romania
By Norman Miller

Bucharest, Romania—CLC 
Executive Director Richard Land 
spoke at the "Religious Liberties 
Conference: A Free Gospel in a Free 
State" May 18-20 here.

The Christian Life Commission, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, SBC 
Executive Committee and South­
eastern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary jointly sponsored the confer­
ence, which drew nearly 100 partici­
pants, consisting of about 70 Roma­
nian Baptist pastors as well as sev­
eral Romanian government officials. 
Invited officials of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church in Romania did 
not attend.

Among the lectures by Southern 
Baptist leaders, Land presented, 
"Baptists and Religious Liberty: 
Past, Present and Future." Land 
traced historic Baptist struggles for 
religious freedom along four points: 
(1) Religious liberty and 
church/state separation are not dis­
tinctly American, but are rather dis­
tinctly biblical; (2) Achieving reli­
gious freedom is a long and arduous 
task; (3) Once achieved, religious 
liberty is never secure; and, (4) 
Christians in America stand in "soli­
darity" with Romanians in their

Point
Clean needles should be distributed

(Continued from Page 8) 

has a particularly progressive poli­
cy, the rate of HIV infection is about 
one-fiftieth of that in the U.S.

It is time to rethink the drug 
war—not to “surrender” to evil, but 
to better combat what is at root a 
spiritual rather than a legal prob­
lem. A good place to start would be

Counterpoint

Clean needles should not be distributed
(Continued from Page 9)
give a mixed message when we need 
to be sending a very clear no-use 
message to all who are using drugs 
and to all who may be thinking

struggles against religious oppres­
sion.

Other Southern Baptist leaders 
who presented papers were Paige 
and Dorothy Patterson, Daniel 
Heimbach and conference organizer, 
Phil Roberts, all of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C. Mark Coppenger, vice 
president of convention relations, 
Nashville, Tenn., and Foreign Mis­
sion Board European Area director 
John Floyd also lectured at the 
conference.

In an interview, Land noted the 

to allow drug users to buy needles. 
Then we could get on with the task 
of combatting the spiritual empti­
ness and other factors that give rise 
to drug abuse.

Douglas Bandow is a Senioi' Fellow 
at the Cato Institute in Washington, 
D.C.

about it. Our future depends on it!

Michael M. Gimbel is director of 
the Office of Substance Abuse for 
Baltimore County, Maryland. 

universal and timeless struggle for 
religious freedom when he said, 
"The Christian struggle for religious 
liberty is as old as events in Acts 
chapter four, where Peter and John 
opted to obey God rather than men. 
In Baptist life, our heritage of reli­
gious freedom harks back to the 
Anabaptists, who, like our Romani­
an brothers and sisters, were perse­
cuted at the hands of the church 
and state."

Land believes the conference 
made the "Romanian Baptists more 
aware of the struggle for religious 
freedom in America and how diffi­
cult their own struggles will be in 
attaining total religious freedom."

He said it is "the nature of gov­
ernment to gather power unto itself; 
if left unmonitored, government will 
usurp the people's rights."

"As the largest non-Catholic 
denomination, 24 million Baptists 
(in the U.S.) are praying for our 
Romanian brothers and sisters and 
are making our government aware 
of how important it is to Baptists in 
America that countries which desire 
good relations with the U.S. guaran­
tee and protect the most fundamen­
tal of all human rights and free­
doms: the freedom of worship and 
religious belief." Land said. "No sin­
gle action would have a more nega­
tive impact on public opinion in 
America than for a nation to deny 
complete religious freedom to its 
people."

Referring to lectures given by 
Romanian participants in the con­
ference, Land said, "It was truly 
moving and most humbling to hear 
evidenced in their lectures the fact 
that the Romanians had poured 
over translations of the U.S. 'Decla­
ration of Independence,' and the 
'Constitution of the United States' 
with its magnificent 'Bill of Rights' 
as well as hearing them cite Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams. So 
many Americans take for granted 
the great heritage of religious and 
political freedom bequeathed to us 
by our forebears." Land then asked, 
"How many Americans have read 
these documents in the last year, or 
even in the last decade?"
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(Continued from Page 7) 
should compel Christians toward a 
more authentic evangelism.

Many evangelistic techniques 
were developed during the '40s and 
'50s, when it was assumed that most 
Americans understood Christianity. 
"The increase of pluralism and the 
increase of secularization means we 
need to rediscover apologetics and 
become persuasive people again," 
Guinness says.

"It's not enough to say 'the Bible 
says' in our modern culture. It's not 
that modernity requires a new evan­
gelism; it's that modernity requires 
the old evangelism that was in the 
Scriptures. What we've had in the 
last generation is not the real 
thing."

Barna expresses a concern for 
more effective techniques, "I'm abso­
lutely convinced that, as we've been 
studying evangelism in the contem­
porary context, the old routines and 
approaches do not work. Communi­
cation styles are different today, 
attention spans are very different, 
assumptions about who Christ is 
and support of absolutes are very 
different. All of those things com­
bined mean that we have to 
rethink—not the message, but the 
means and mechanisms for commu­
nicating that message in a meaning­
ful fashion."

Barna believes Christians may 
have to use what he calls "Socratic 
evangelism," in which "you don't tell 
people about the truth, but you ask 
them about their perceptions of 
truth, and you keep quizzing them 
about their reactions until they get 
to a realistic answer."

Christians should "take the time 
to become sensitized to the different 
opportunities we have around us," 
Barna says. "I'm constantly amazed 
at how ignorant almost all of us are 
to the different tragedies, crises, 
and challenges that live right in our 
own path on a day-to-day basis. We 
sidestep them, we overlook them, we 
ignore them, we reject them—as 
opposed to having a mindset of, 
'What would Christ do in this situa­
tion? Why is this opportunity in my

Facing the cultural change
path? Is there some kind of divine 
reason for that? How could I 
respond to that in a way that would 
be most pleasing to God?"'

Barna also believes that evan­
gelicals should ask what they can 
contribute to the Christian commu­
nity.

"If the church is important to 
God, if I am a Christian and there­
fore called to be part of the church, 
then what is my contribution to that

Communication 
styles are 

different today.

body of believers, to that commu­
nion of saints? How can I be faith­
ful to that particular calling? What 
are some of the things that I can 
bring to the table, rather than con­
stantly taking stuff off the table for 
my own benefit?"

"I think the real answer is meet­
ing people's needs," Whitehead 
says. "If you're going to change cul­
ture, they have to see your rele­
vance. The greatest witness I've 
seen in a few instances is the Chris­
tian who goes to the homosexual 
halfway house and scrubs the 
floors."

Olasky believes that Christians 
should be willing to be "small suc­
cesses" by secular standards be­
cause of their obedience to God.

"Do I want to get applause from 
the ruling elites, whether politically 
or in academia or in culture? Or, do 
I have the 'no little people' idea? 
Am I willing to go to the periphery? 
Am I willing to be a small success 
rather than a large success?" 
Olasky says.

He adds that evangelicals could 
redeem education by advocating 
school vouchers, even if they are 
home-schoolers or can easily afford 
to send their children to private 
Christian schools.

"There's a problem with subur­

ban parents, some of whom are 
Christian, who have made their 
peace with their public schools. We 
saw this in the California vote on 
vouchers. They don't understand 
how terrible the schools are in the 
inner cities. In order to hold on to 
their own, they're willing to sacri­
fice the interests of inner-city kids 
by maintaining that public school 
system," Olasky says.

Hunter believes that spiritually 
starved modernists will respond, if 
only Christians will hear their 
muffled cries.

"I think a large majority of secu­
lar people are asking profoundly 
religious questions, but they don't 
ask them in the traditional lan­
guage of historic Christianity or of 
the particular denominations we 
come from. They ask it in their own 
way. If we have the ears to hear 
that, we can discover some points of 
contact between the gospel and 
what people are already paying they 
want."

"A lot of secular people ask 
questions about justification, but 
they don't know that term," Hunter 
says. "What they ask is how they 
can discover or experience accep­
tance, or how they can validate 
their life. Some of them even talk 
about the need to justify their life. I 
think they are even wanting some­
thing like what we would call a 
Christian or biblical world view. 
That's indicated with questions like, 
How can I make sense of my life? 
How can I find my place and my 
contribution in this world?

"As best as I can tell, almost 
every church that works through a 
change in priorities and decides to 
become an apostolic congre­
gation—to prioritize reaching 
unchurched people, to be culturally 
relevant enough to do that—most 
every church that makes the collec­
tive decision to do that pulls it off, 
and they start growing among 
unchurched populations."
Doug LeBlanc is a free-lance jour­
nalist from Colorado Springs, Colo. 
This article is reprinted with per­
mission from Moody Monthly.
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ORDER FORM ™
Order These Resources Now 

Observe Day of Prayer for World Peace 
August 7, 1994

Pay cash and save delivery costs Make check payable to the Christian Life
Bill Paid___ Amount $ Commission. We can bill you or your church.
Ship to_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quantity PEACE RESOURCES Price Total
New Bulletin Insert for Day of Prayer for World Peace (undated, color) $ .06
New Poster for Day of Prayer for World Peace (undated, color) .95
New Sermon Outline for Day of Prayer for World Peace (Nehemiah 9:1-36; 10:1-30) .22
Pamphlet - The Bible Speaks on War and Peace .17
Pamphlet - Issues and Answers: War and Peace .17
Guide - Peace with Justice Awareness/Action Guide 1.40
Guide - Day of Prayer for World Peace Planning Guide 1.10
Peace Resource Set (one of each above peace resources) 3.50
Videotape - Peace with Justice - 1/2" VHS, 27 min. 12.95

TRY THESE NEW EXCITING CLC PRODUCTS
New CLC Videotape - Citizen Christians 1/2" VHS, 30 min. 19.95
New Manual - Christian Life Committee Manual 1.00
Citizen Christian Awareness Campaign (Voter Registration/Awareness Manual) 1.00
New Pamphlet - Critical Issues: Tax Exemption & Political Candidate Campaigns .33
New Book - Citizen Christians: The Rights and Responsibilities of Dual Citizenship 12.95
Index of Leading Cultural Indicators by William J. Bennett 2.®0
New Pamphlet - Sanctity of Human Life - Genetic Engineering: Bane or Blessing? .33
New Videotape - Outcome-Based Education 1/2" VHS, 45 min. 15.00
New Book of Plays - World Hunger Scripts for the 21st Century

(This includes 5 hunger plays, a number of hunger-related worship materials 
and reproduction rights within a local congregation.) 8.95

New Hunger Book - Servants of the Banquet by Cathy Butler 6.95
New Bulletin Inserts for World Hunger emphasis (undated, color) .06
New Poster - World Hunger Promotional Poster (undated, color) .95
New Sermon Outline for World Hunger Day (James 2:14-20) .22
Updated Pamphlet - What Are Southern Baptists Doing About Hunger? .11

Total

Street Address (For UPS)_____________________________________________________________________________________

P. O. Box (For billing only)Phone ( )

City j State Zip

Bill to (if other than above)____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of person placing order________ __________________________________________________________________________
MAIL ORDER FORM TO

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, 901 COMMERCE, SUITE 550, NASHVILLE, TN 37203-3696
FOR FASTER SERVICE CALL: (615) 244-2495 OR FAX: (615) 242-0065
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tion
ocus your church’s atten- 

on hunger needs
around the world with 
these new, exciting prod­
ucts from the Christian Life 
Commission:

New book: Servants of the 
Banquet by Cathy Butler. 
$6.95. Produced by the 
WMU in conjunction with 
the CLC, this book offers a 
quick review on what SBC 
churches are doing and 
what more can be done to 
combat hunger worldwide.

New book of plays: World 
Hunger Scripts for the 21st 
Century. $8.95. This new 
product features five 
hunger plays, a number of 
hunger-related worship 
materials and reproduc­
tion rights within a local 
congregation. A truly low- 
cost, creative way to 
involve your whole church 
in hunger awareness.

New bulletin insert: Print­
ed in striking, full color, 
this product inexpensively 
puts into the hands of 
every church member 
motivating words and pho­
to focusing on world 
hunger.
6-cents each.
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WASHINGTON REPORT

Light from the Capital
Delete religion from rules, 

CLC lawyer tells committee

Religion should be removed 
from proposed federal guidelines on 
harassment in the workplace, a 
Christian Life Commission staff 
member recently said in a congres­
sional hearing.

At the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention a 
week later, President Bill Clinton 
sent a letter to Orlando pledging 
his willingness to work with the 
CLC on the regulations.

Since then, both the Senate and 
House of Representatives have 
passed measures expressing dis­
agreement with the proposed rules.

Michael Whitehead testifies 
at EEOC guidelines hearing.

Controversy swirls around 
guidelines proposed by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commis­
sion to deal with harassment based 
on race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age and disability.

Only after the initial comment 
period, which was 60 days long, did 
widespread concerns begin to be 
expressed about the rules’ potential 
impact on religious expression in 
the workplace. Critics say the 
guidelines could severely inhibit 
religious freedom and prohibit such 
activities as witnessing and dis­
playing religious art at work. 
Under pressure from the public and 

members of Congress, the EEOC 
reopened the comment period in 
May. The latest comment period 
ended June 13. It is uncertain 
when the final guidelines will be 
issued.

Four days before the deadline, 
Sen. Howell Heflin, D.-Ala., con­
vened a hearing as chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee's Subcommit­
tee on Courts and Administrative 
Practice.

Michael Whitehead, the CLC's 
general counsel, told the subcom­
mittee, "We strongly oppose the con­
solidated guidelines. They consti­
tute, perhaps inadvertently, one of 
the most serious threats to religious 
liberty in modern times. The 'one- 
size-fits-air guidelines relegate reli­
gion to generic coverage alongside 
racist slurs and sexual vulgarity."

The CLC does not endorse "ille­
gal religious harassment" but 
believes religion should be dealt 
with as a separate category, White- 
head said.

Religion should be dealt with 
separately, he testified, because: (1) 
Congress, the courts and the EEOC 
have treated it as a special category 
in the past; (2) the proposed guide­
lines are too subjective and surpass 
existing law, and (3) the rules will 
have a "chilling effect" on religious 
expression in the workplace.

"Employers will ask their con­
servative corporate attorneys to 
practice preventive law by devising 
company policies which will keep 
the company out of court," White- 
head testified. "Many companies 
will decide that a policy which gen­
erally prohibits all religious expres­
sion on the job is the only absolutely 
safe harbor."

The next week in Orlando, mes­
sengers to the SBC passed a resolu­
tion calling for religion to be deleted 
from the guidelines and to be dealt 
with in rules on religious discrimi­
nation.

After learning of the Committee 
on Resolutions' plan to present a 
resolution on the guidelines, Clin­
ton sent by facsimile letters to SBC 
President Ed Young and CLC Exec­

utive Director Richard Land affirm­
ing his commitment to religious lib­
erty.

"In the months to come, I wel­
come the input of the Christian Life 
Commission and other representa­
tives of the religious community on 
these issues," the President told 
Land. "Religious freedom is perhaps 
the most precious of all American 
liberties, and I intend to continue 
doing all I can to protect this liberty."

The CLC expressed appreciation 
but said the letter did not satisfy its 
concerns.

"There's no commitment here to 
change the guidelines," Whitehead 
said.

- Tom Strode

Express your opinion
The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

White House Comment Line 
(202) 456-1111

The Honorable_____________________
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable_____________________
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Capitol Switchboard 
(202) 224-3121
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Abortion Is Not Health Care: 
Send Washington This Message Now!

Speak Out Today!

Call now to receive your four 
personalized letters, as seen on 

this page, addressed to the 
President, your Senators and 

Congressional Representative.

The Christian Life 
Commission, SBC 

Legislative Action Line

1-900-933-1776
' (The total cost is only $5.95)

Act Now!

Here’s how to use the 
CLC Legislative Action Line;

• Begin by calling 1-900-933-1776 
This service is available in all 50 states, 
7 days a week, 24 hours a day. The total cost 
of this call is $5.95 and will appear on your 
telephone bill.

• After a brief message from the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission you will 
be asked to say and spell your name. Next 
you will be asked to say and spell your street 
ftdress, including any apartment or unit 

number. You will then be asked to just say 
your city, state and zip code.

Your Name Printed Here
Your Street Address, Apt. or Box Number

Your City, State, Zip Code

Your Senators/Representative Name
United States Senate or House of Representatives
XXX Senate or XXX House Office Building, Room XXX
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear (Your Senator/Representative Name):

I urge you to oppose any health care plan that will pay for abortion on demand.

I would consider it a serious violation of my conscience to be made complicit in 
the act of destroying human life if my taxes were used to pay for abortion or if my 
private insurance was mandated to cover abortion services. Thomas Jefferson said, 
"To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions 
which he disbelieves is sinful and tyrannical."

As a Christian who has learned about the health care reform plans under 
consideration from the Southern Baptist Convention Christian Life Commission, 
I support the principle of freedom of conscience. Many Christians fought for the 
First Amendment's protection of religious freedom so that the govermftent was not 
able, through its taxing power, to violate the conscience of its citizenry by subsidizing 
practices some Americans oppose.

Millions of Americans are opposed to including abortion in health care reform. 
The snuffing-out of unborn children cannot be regarded as true health care. In fact, 
a poll published in the May 18, 1994 Journal of the American Medical Association 
revealed that 68% of Americans are opposed to including abortion in a national health 
care basic benefits package.

Please work against any health care reform plan that includes abortion on demand 
or does not expressly forbid abortion coverage. I look forward to your reply and learning 
your views on this important issue.

Sincerely,

(Your signature and a handwritten P.S. lets Washington know of your active involvement.)

• Your 4 personalized letters will be mailed 
to you within 5 days. Just stamp the 
envelopes that come with the letters, sign 
your letters and mail them.

• Remember it’s your thoughts that count, 
so feel free to add a handwritten postscript 
(P.S.) to your letters. And if, by chance, 
there’s a problem with your letters; you can 
contact USA Letters at 1-800-755-1994.

• When calling our legislative action line, if 
you hear a recording that your call cannot be 
completed as dialed or a similar message, this 
is because your local phone company has 
placed a block on your telephone line for calls 
to 900 services. However, you still can 
participate by sending your name, address 
and a check or money order for $5.95 to: 
CLC/USA Letters, P.O. Box 9865, 
Washington, D.C. 20016-8865.

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS PAGE AND PASS IT ALONG TO YOUR FRIENDS
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This excellent videotape needs to be utilized 
by Christians throughout our Convention. 
To obey Jesus is to render to Caesar what is 
due to him. Our Caesar is a government 
of the people, by the people and for the 
people.

We must, therefore, intelligently partici­
pate. This excellent tool will help us to do 

so.

Adrian Rogers, pastor 
Bellevue Baptist Church 
Cordova, Tennessee 
and past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

As a Southern Baptist and as a member of 
Congress, I'm keenly aware of the need for 
informed, responsible involvement by Christians 
in our government. America desperately needs 
to return to the Judeo-Christian values our 
nation was founded upon. The video 'Citizen 

Christians' is an indispensable tool that I hope 
many Southern Baptist churches will employ in 
educating Christians about both our rights and 

responsibilities to impact government. I enthu­
siastically encourage my fellow Southern Bap­
tists to utilize this critically important video.

Representative Earl Hutto
Democrat, Florida
United States House of Representatives

IMPORTANT

SOUTHERN
BAPTISTS

SHOULD SEE

See page 12 for 
complete ordering 
information
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