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Every day in America, 1 
2,795 teenage girls get 1 
pregnant. 1,106 of those] 
girls snuff out the lives I 
of their unborn children I 
through abortion. fl

Our nation is threatened by a flood J 
of relativism within which there is no I 
single standard of right and wrong. 
God’s perfect design for human sex-3 
uality is corrupted as humankind seeks | 
pleasure over purity and convenience 
at the expense of commitment.

There is no disputing that the tradi­
tional notions of human sexuality and 
the family are being stretched far from 
their scriptural foundation and revela \ 
tion in our day.

Because these cultural attacks pic- 
sent pastors and other church leaders 
with dramatic ministry opportunities, 1|| 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty Com­
mission devoted their 1998 annual 
seminar to The Family and Human 
Sexuality: Reaffirming God’s Design. 

■



P E R S P ETV: Violence, Vulgarity, and the Vulnerable
BY DR. RICHARD D. LAND, PRESIDENT, ETHICS & RELIGIOUS LIBERTY COMMISSION OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

I
t is not just your imagina­
tion. Television is even 
more violent and vulgar 
than it was even a couple of years 

ago. A recent study conducted by 
the Universities of California, 
North Carolina, Texas, and 
Wisconsin found that 61% of TV 
shows depicted violent acts in 
1997 compared with 58% in 1995 
(Nashville Tennessean, 4/17/98).

Perhaps even more disturbing 
is the study’s discovery that in 
1997,45% of the “bad” charac­
ters’ violent behavior went unpun­
ished (versus 37% in 1995), and 
that an additional 39% of the vio­
lent TV characters in 1997 were 
portrayed as “good” or “heroic” 
figures. While pay-TV cable pro­
grams still have the highest rates 
of violence, the most dramatic 
increase in violent content was on 
network TV, where violence 
jumped from 53% of program­
ming in 1995 to 67% last year.

The study found that viewers 
were watching an average of six 
acts of violence an hour, with vio­
lence defined as “any overt depic­
tion of credible threat of physical 
force or the actual use of such 
force intended to physically harm 
an animate being or group of 
beings.” The study specifically 
excluded verbal abuse or violence 
precipitated by natural disasters.

Commenting on the study’s 
results, Dale Kunkel, one of the 

study’s senior researchers, said that 
TV “ ‘ought to be making these 
people outcasts, not heroes,’ and 
should not be teaching children 
that violence ‘is desirable, neces­
sary, and painless’” (Tennessean, 
4/17/98).

Even worse news on the TV 
front was delivered by another 
study done by the Parents 
Television Council (PTC), which 
found that in the crucial 8:00-9:00 
p.m* “family hour,” there has 
been a startling 47% jump in vul­
garities in the past two years (USA 
Today, 3/25/98). The same PTC 
study discovered that Disney- 
owned ABC led the network pack 
with 3.47 sexual references during 
the family hour (the other major 
networks averaged 1.67 per hour).

Just in the past few weeks, 
viewers were treated to an episode 
on network TV of Friends (NBC, 
8:00 p.m.) where the two male 
leads receive free pornographic 
cable shows. The season-ending 
episode of ABC’s Dharma and 
Greg (8:30 p.m.) has the series 
leads having sex in various public 
locales in San Francisco. And of 
course, the recently cancelled 
Ellen (ABC), with its explicit les­
bianism at 9:30 p.m., Mad About 
Yon’s (NBC, 8:00 p.m.) recent les­
bian commitment ceremony, and 
Spin City's homosexual activist 
character Carter Heywood add 
homosexual deviancy to network

TV’s agenda.
The Gay & Lesbian Alliance 

Against Defamation (GLAAD) 
giddily proclaimed that the 1997 
TV network lineup included a 
“record-setting 30 lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual characters,” which 
GLAAD noted was a 23% 
increase over the historic increase 
in the 1996 fall lineup.

Even the New York Tunes, sur­
veying the pathetic reality that is 
cunent American TV, concluded 
that “mainstream television this 
season is flaunting the most vulgar 
and elicit sex, language, and 
behavior that it has ever sent into 
American homes” (New York 
Times, 4/6/98). And remember, as 
Michael Boatman, the actor por­
traying Spin City’s homosexual 
Carter Heywood, told TV Guide, 
“The best way to slide these con­
troversial issues under America’s 
doorstep, into their living rooms, is 
to have them start laughing first. 
Suddenly they find themselves, if 
not accepting new ideas, certainly 
more willing to discuss them.”

Vice President Al Gore con­
firmed TV’s power to move such 
a social agenda when he praised 
Ellen: “And when the character 
Ellen came out, millions of 
Americans were forced to look at 
sexual orientation in a more open 
light.”

And then there is South Park, 
the most popular show on cable, 

which airs at 10:00 p.m. and is 
described by the New York Times 
(4/6/98) as featuring “four dirty- 
talking third graders who poison 
Granddad... and converse with a 
talking pile of stool called ‘Mr. 
Hankey the Christmas Poo.’”

No wonder Robert Lichter, 
director of the Center for Media 
and Public Affairs observed, “I’d 
say there’s been a quantum leap 
downward this year in terms of 
adolescent, vulgar language and 
attempts to treat sexuality in 
shocking terms.”

South Park illustrates the dras­
tically lowered standard both in 
vulgarity and violence. As one 
critic described it, “The show’s 
famous tag line is, ‘Oh my God! 
They’ve killed Kenny!" which 
Stan blurts out every episode after 
his friend Kenny has been impaled 
on a flagpole'ashed by hot lava, 
whatever. Then rats come and 
devour him. By the start of the 
next episode, he has been restored 
to life” (National Review, 3/9/98). 
South Park gives us crass and 
gross vulgarity, and mindless and 
grotesque violence with no conse­
quences. No consequences to the 
characters on the screen, that is. I 
fear that there are tragic, degrad­
ing, paganizing, long-term conse­
quences to the viewers, and the 
younger and more vulnerable they 
are, the greater the damage. u«n

* All times Eastern Time zone.
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Rejection of Pure Sex at Heart 
of Cultural Morass

P
leas for a return to 
“traditional family 
values” are empty 
cries, contends Ed Young, pas­

tor of Houston’s Second Baptist 
Church. Casting our hopes on a 
value system rooted in the days 
of “Ozzie and Harriet” and 
“The Waltons” is as wrong as 
searching for our values in what 
makes us feel good or gives us 
power.

Citing the tragic words at 
the end of the book of Judges, 
“And every man did what was 
right in his own eyes,” Young 
says contemporary culture 
is mirrored in the ancient 
Israelites’ refusal to obey 
God and reject the worldly 
wiles of Canaan.

The outcome of this “God­
lessness” will impact all of 
society, Young contends. We 
must return to a transcendent 
God and His Word, Young 
notes, “where we have 
immutable principles that are 
given to us through divine 
revelation. This is true truth.”

Young claims much of soci­
ety’s problems rest in the area 
of human sexuality. “We have 
let the world sell us a cheap bill 
of goods,” he says, admonish­
ing many in the church for 
adopting the world's view of 
sexuality and rejecting God’s 
beautiful design of sexuality.

BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

Sex was God's idea, Ed Young 
contends. "The sexuality he 
created was pure sex— 
sex that is right and good, 
meant to be fully enjoyed in 
its intended framework," the 
former president of the SBC 
writes in his recently released 
book, Pure Sex.
"We've fallen far from this biblical ideal of married love­
making," Young writes. "We are so bombarded with 
pseudo instruction and 'how-to' advice from our sex- 
saturated culture that we can't possibly hope to assimilate 
it all and measure up to the mythical standard."
Pure Sex, Ed Young, Multnomah Publishers, Inc., 1997. Available 
from the ERLC. Product code: BKPUR. Price: $20.00.

“God’s great gift of human 
sexuality has been perverted 
because people around the 
world have not understood the 
basic biblical perspective of 
pure sex,” Young says.

The culture’s sexual confu­
sion stems from the fact that 
“there are not enough single 
adults who are truly celibate 
and there are people who are 
married who are not truly 
celebrating the most intimate 
relationship we have in a 
human sense.”

‘There is a clear call in 
Scripture for us to separate, 
to withdraw, to come out of 
the world,” Young says, calling 
on Christians to forsake the 
temporal pleasures of worldly 
sexuality and to embrace God’s 
“pure sex.”

Young admits there is a ten­

LEFT: Dr. Ed Young, Senior Pastor at Second Baptist Church, Houston, 
Tex., as he speaks on “Pure Sex: Reaffirming God’s Design for Husband and 
Wife” at the ERLCs annual seminar held in Charleston, S.C., March 2-4.

sion as Christians are called by 
God to be both separate and to 
become involved in the world, 
saying the challenge is deter­
mining if “we are going to be 
hermits or... chameleons.”

Many Christians are like 
chameleons (reptiles known 
for changing their skintone to 
match their environment) 
because “we haven’t learned 
how to make our way swim­
ming upstream against the 
moral currents of our society,” 
Young says, calling for believ­
ers to be in the world but not 
of the world.

“We are to represent the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the world 
as He represented the Father 
in the world,” Young says, 
explaining Christians are to 
be in the world but to not let 
the world “get into us.”««r

V

HUMAN SEXUALITY AND THE FAMILY: 
REAFFIRMING GOD'S DESIGN

As allegations of salacious and possibly 
criminal acts swirl out of our nation’s Capital 
and into America’s homes through newscasts 
and the morning paper, parents are left wonder­
ing how to explain the titillating news reports 
to their youngsters.

Still reeling 30 years after the decade that 
ushered in free sex, loose morals, and relaxed 
attitudes toward human sexuality, public opinion 
surveys reveal more concern with allegations of 
presidential perjury than adulterous sex acts.

The irony and the tragedy of the sexual rela­
tions which were purported to have occurred in 
the White House are just as likely to be featured 
nightly on any one of several primetime net­
work television shows.

“We live in a sex-obsessed culture,” laments 
ERLC President Richard Land. “The biblical 
notion of wholesome sexual relations between 
husband and wife has been turned on its head.”

And so we have millions of young people 
left without standards of right and wrong when 

it comes to their bodies. “The scriptural standard 
of sexual purity has for the most part been aban­
doned, and teenagers and young adults are nearly 
compelled by society to engage in promiscuous 
sexual behavior,” Land continues, noting the 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s “True Love 
Waits” campaign has provided many youngsters 
the means to resist the lure to engage in sexual 
relations and commit to sexual purity.

The so-called sexual revolution has had a 
devastating effect on the U.S., he insists, citing 
soaring incidences of sexually transmitted dis­
eases, emotional distress from adulterous behav­
ior and premarital sex, as well the inroads made 
by those who want to legitimize homosexual 
behavior as normative.

“The accusations of presidential philandering 
underscore why the ERLC focused on human 
sexuality during its 1998 annual seminar,” Land 
says. “We are a nation in pain, and only the 
church has the salve to heal the hurting and 
brokenhearted.”

Entitled “The Family & Human Sexuality: 
Reaffirming God’s Design,” the SBC agency’s 
32nd annual seminar was held March 2-4 in 
Charleston, S.C. Articles in this issue are taken 
from the text of featured speakers.
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ARENA

Faith-based Policy Only Hope 
for Social Renewal

BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

David Beasley does not try 
to hide his faith. As the gover­
nor of South Carolina, the 40- 
year-old Beasley made it clear 
when he was elected he was 
bringing his Christian faith to 
the state house.

While encouraging other 
Christians to mimic his involve­
ment in civic affairs, Beasley 
says neither liberal nor conserv­
ative doctrine within govern­
ment will save America. “The 

MIXING FAITH & POLITICS

Our faith determines how we react to the 
culture in which we live. Because it so funda­
mentally defines us, we can 
allow faith to take a sec­
ondary role in making 
day-to-day decisions.

I took a lot of heat as a 
candidate for "dirtying" my 
calling as a pastor. No one 
pretends that politics is 
pretty or clean. But that's 
why Christians need to 
get involved. The less salt
and light there is in a place, the more beneficial 
the Christian point of view can be.

Christians can't refuse to get involved in an 
issue because it's messy; that's where they're 
needed most. Jesus didn't avoid the unwashed. 
He ministered to them. He even ate dinner with 
a tax collector! Christians need to pull on their 
hip boots and wade into the swamp of social and 
moral issues. It's hard to "rescue the perishing" 
if we're standing on the bank in freshly laun­
dered clothes, refusing to get a little dirty.

Faith is like a bass boat. If we acquire it just 
to admire it, we might as well not have it at all. 
Just feeling self-satisfied with our faith isn't 
enough. We have to be willing to act on that 
feeling, to put our faith to the use for which it 
was meant. We can't stand around bemoaning 
the problems of the world, refusing to act be­
cause the situations or the people involved are 
disagreeable. Those should be the very situations 
that spur us on. The nastier the water, the more 
valuable it is to have a boat.

Being governor has led me to depend on 
faith with a new sense of urgency. I face situa­
tions every day that would be insurmountable 
without using the faith God has given me to 
make decisions.

—Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee 
in Character IS The Issue, Chapter 10, 

“Faith is Like a Bass Boat”

Available from the ERLC. See p. 13.

key is not just changing laws, 
because laws don’t always 
change the society. The only 
way you change society is by 
changing hearts,” exhorts 
Beasley, touted as a rising 
young star in the national 
Republican Party. “I have never 
found government too effective 
at changing hearts—we have 
laws against rape; people rape. 
We have laws against murder; 
people murder.

“And I know what changes 
hearts—the same person that 
changed my heart.”

Beasley claims that in recent 
decades, instead of crafting pro­
grams that strengthened the 
family, government designed 
apparently well-intentioned pro­
grams that “tore apart” the fam­
ily. “Here was government, an 
ordained institution of God, try­
ing to break apart another insti­
tution of God,” Beasley asserts, 
saying the “church was sitting 
back on the sideline not being 
salt and light.”

Citing his track record on 
welfare reform in the state as 
evidence of biblical principles 
impacting public policy, 
Beasley says, “I wanted to 
change the welfare system not 
because 1 hate the poor and the 
needy but because I have com­
passion, true compassion, for 
the poor and needy. I wanted 
to create a program that would 
empower them to be self- 
sufficient ... not dependent 
on government so that the 
government would no longer 

be their god.”
Beasley notes a 60 percent 

welfare case load drop, saying 
families who were getting wel­
fare checks are now getting pay 
checks. “Government isn’t the 
answer to all of our problems. 
The state should allow families 
to do what God wants for them, 
not what the government wants 
for them,” Beasley says, noting 
South Carolina has cut taxes, 
strengthened the criminal justice 

Locked in a battle over the introduction 
of video poker in South Carolina two 
months ago, with poll numbers showing 
strong statewide support for the gam­
bling devices, political pundits predicted 
the gaming industry would have its way 
in the state.

DAVID BEASLEY Yet as a result of intense pressure from 
the "faith community" and local business leaders, the lower 
house of the state legislature recently turned back the pro­
posal, says Beasley, praising the executive director of the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention, Carlisle Driggers, for his 
work in turning the tide against the machines. The state's 
Senate has not yet voted on the measure, which Beasley says 
will cost the state money instead of fattening its coffers as 
video poker manufacturers contend.

To those frustrated that change is not occurring fast enough, 
Beasley says, "We didn't get into this problem in America 
overnight, and we are not going to get out of it overnight."

system, and was the first state in 
the union to pass a ban on the 
partial-birth abortion procedure.

“Church can’t do the work 
of the state, and the state can’t 
do the work of the church,” 
Beasley asserts, explaining that 
does not mean citizens and gov­
ernment officials should avoid 
integrating God’s perspectives 
into their life and works.

“It is time in America that 
we have political leaders who 
don’t take a poll to make a 
political decision,” says 
Beasley, who was both hailed 

and ridiculed last year for his 
decision to order the Stars and 
Bars, commonly known as the 
Confederate flag, to be removed 
from atop the state capital in 
Columbia.

Leadership must consist of 
more than rhetoric, the governor 
insists, saying good government 
is a result of the practical appli­
cation of faith-based policy.

Beasley contends that in a 
democracy Christians have

“an obligation” to be involved.
“Be salt and be light and be 

involved,” Beasley urges.”We 
can turn this country around, 
but it’s going to take a lot of 
prayers; then you have to get 
up off your knees and be out 
there as salt and light.

‘The President needs your 
prayers; the governor needs 
your prayers; the Congress 
needs your prayers,” he adds. u™

David Beasley is currently midway 
through his four-year term as gov­
ernor of South Carolina.
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God’s Model Key to Restoring Fatherhood in Society
BY TOM STRODE

O
nly by adopting 
God’s example of 
fatherhood can the 
role of the father be restored to 

its rightful place in society, 
National Fatherhood Initiative 
President Wade Hom claims, 
adding that the need to restore 
the fatherhood ideal in America 
is increasing. While nearly 4 of 
10 children currently do not 
have a father at home, it is esti­
mated 6 of 10 children bom in 
the United States in the 1990s 
“will spend a significant portion 
of their childhood in a home 
without their father,” Hom says.

The “tragic consequences” 
of a child growing up without a 
father include a greater likeli­
hood of living in poverty, par­
ticipating in crime, committing 
suicide as a teenager, and being 
sexually promiscuous if female.

Men “don't have to write 
our own fatherhood script. We 
have a model of what a good 
father is,” Hom says. God

Himself models fatherhood:
• Through “His relationship 

with us as His children;
• Through “His relationship 

with His only begotten Son;”
• Through “the personage 

and teaching of Jesus Christ.”
God demonstrates what it 

means to be a loving father by 
his interaction with Jesus. 
“When God introduces his Son 
to others, he does it with great 
love and affection. He says, 
‘This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well-pleased.’”

Jesus continued the model 
by “constantly reaching out to 
children,” says Hom.

The Bible provides not only 
the model but the motivation 
for men to become good 
fathers, he asserts. It is “only 
God who can bring men to their 
knees seeking repentance and, 
in doing so, submit their wills 
voluntarily” to the Lord.

Not only must God’s model 
of fatherhood be adopted, but 

“we’re going to have to recap­
ture the institution of marriage” 
if the fatherhood ideal is to be 
restored in America, he adds.

“We love to get married; we 
just don’t like to stay married,” 
Hom says of Americans, adding 
marriage is not making a come­
back, and cohabitation is being 
used as a substitute.

The retreat from marriage is 
one reason the fatherhood ideal 
has disappeared, asserts Hom, 
citing the denigration of the role 
of the father and the encourage­
ment of androgyny as a parent­
ing ideal as other reasons.

While television shows of 
the past such as “Father Knows 
Best” and “Leave It to Beaver” 
featured men who were com­
mitted to their wives and chil­
dren, today’s TV models on 
shows such as “The Simpsons,” 
“Home Improvement,” and 
“Married With Children” are 
either bumbling, befuddled, or 
beasts, Hom says.

Not only is physical absence 
widespread among fathers, but 
psychological absence is harm­
ing children, he claims. Today’s 
parents spend 40 percent less 
time with their children than did 
parents in the previous genera­
tion, Hom says, citing a report 
that revealed 20 percent of 
young people in the 6th to 12th 
grades did not have a conversa­
tion with either parent of at least 
10 minutes the prior week.

Christians also have a 
“moral imperative to reach out 
to those children who do not 
have fathers in their lives,” 
Hom says. They can help chil­
dren without fathers understand 
there is a heavenly Father “who 
[is] constant and unfailing.” u<i>

“A biblical father 
must be... the embodi­
ment of love for his 
children, ” says Wade 
Horn, who has two 
daughters and lives 
in a Maryland suburb 
of Washington, D.C. 
“Such biblical father­
hood combines love 
with discipline, com­
passion with justice. ” 
Hom is president of 
National Fatherhood 
Initiative and served 
four years as commis-

4 sionerfor Children, 
Youth, and Families in 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services.

Abandoning God's Plan Can Bring Tragedy for Women
Women may help bring blessing or tragedy upon themselves, their 

families, and their society depending on their response to God’s plan, 
claims Dorothy Patterson, noting that while “the woman is equal in 
worth to the man” and the Bible allows for uniqueness and diversity, 
she has not been “assigned the same role” as the man.

“Assignments were made to the man and the woman by God; spiri­
tual efficiency marked the new union; distinct natures were linked with 
equal worth.”

According to Scripture, God’s plan “for a woman with a ‘gentle and 
quiet spirit’ who ‘fears the Lord’ to link her life to and submit herself to 
a man who ‘loves her as Christ loved the church’ and who accordingly, 
as a servant-leader, provides for and protects her is a fail-safe combina­
tion that enables the home and the relationships within it to be a divine 
metaphor for God’s revelation of Himself to His creation,” she asserts.

To fulfill the oft-debated biblical directive for a wife to be submis­
sive to her husband, a “gentle and quiet spirit” is required, according to 
1 Peter 3. “This inner nature fashioned by the indwelling Spirit of God 
becomes an outer manifestation that molds one’s lifestyle,” she says. 
“The high value of this ‘gentle and quiet spirit’ is undoubtedly based 
upon the fact that it can only be obtained through a quiet and continual 
trust in God Himself to supply all one’s needs, and nothing pleases 
God more than for His creation to trust Him.”

One way the “uniqueness of Christianity was exemplified to unbe­
lievers was in the lifestyles of wives who conscientiously performed 
their duties to their husbands, even in the most adverse circumstances,” 
she says. “At once the character of the wife is elevated for an example 
to all, and the heart of the unbelieving husband may well be softened.” 

This trait does not primarily mean muteness or inactivity. Patterson 
says. Mary, the mother of Jesus, did not pursue public activity or 
acclaim but "allowed God to work 
within and through her in the pri­
vate nurture and preparation of her
Son for His public ministry.” 

“Fear of the Lord” is another 
aspect of biblical submission, she 
says. The respect of a wife for her 

Dorothy Patterson, wife of 
Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary President Paige Patterson, 
has written and spoken frequently on the biblical role of 
women. She is the general editor of The Woman’s Study Bible. 
Her book Where’s Mom? is available from the ERLC. Product
code: BKWHE. Price: $4.00.

husband is to exist “not because he
deserves it but because of her respect for and obedience to God.” 

While feminists often seem to seek to “de-differentiate male­
female roles,” she says, the complementary position God has given 
man and woman “affirms equality of personhood, while maintaining 
that the divine order calls for a reciprocity exhibited in male servant 
leadership and female submission, both of which are perfectly 
modeled in Jesus Himself.” USHT

Excerpted from an arti­
cle by Tom Strode for 
Baptist Press. Strode is 
Baptist Press Bureau 
Chief based in the 
ERLC’s Washington, 
D.C., office.
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Proliferation of Pornography Poisoning America
BY KING SANDERS

A ravenous cancer is 
destroying modem society from 
the inside out, contends ERLC 
President Richard Land.

“Pornography is Satan’s 
counterfeit and Satan’s corrup­
tion of God’s design for us as 
sexual beings,” he claims, 
describing it as “one of the most 
powerful weapons in the arse­
nal of Satan designed to under­
mine the moral purity of human 
beings and to encourage lust 
that would then enslave them.”

“If being the salt of the earth 
means anything, it means burn­
ing this cancer out of our 
nation.”

“Pornography is in your 
church, in your family, on your 
street, and maybe in your 
home,” Land warns. “We must 
let Christ use us as the moral 
disinfectant—salt—that He 
called us to be to stop this 
plague.” If we fail to do so, the 
nation will continue to be bru­
talized, and “we will not recog­
nize our country,” he asserts.

Citing 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 
Land says that “pornography” 
is derived from the same root 
word as “fornication,” which 
refers to “sexual behavior which 
is deviant from God’s moral 
law” and is fed by lust—an 
intense sexual desire, preoccu­
pied with self-gratification, and 
the basis for the sin of adultery.

God purposely created 
humans as sexual beings, Land 
acknowledges, and sexual 
desire is a powerful motivator 
for human beings. “It is an 
enormous power for good or for 
ill in our world.” While God 
intended it for good, Satan has 
corrupted God’s design.

The church, charges Land, 
has shied away from teaching 
the full biblical revelation con­
cerning sexuality, contributing 
to society’s susceptibility to 
pornography. “We have the 

‘don’ts’ down, but we’ve failed 
to adequately understand and 
adequately share with our 
young people the Song of 
Solomon,” he says. “If you 
think God is against sex, you 
need to get a good, modem 
translation of the Song of 
Solomon and read it.”

Referring to the Song of 
Solomon, Land explains the 
four purposes for which God 
created mankind as sexual 
beings.

First, God’s design is that 
two people “become one... 
forming a spiritual, physical 

"Material that was once available only in 

the worst back alleys of the worst cities in 
America is now available to anyone, any­
where in the country with a computer and 

a modem.... Cyberporn [is] a subter­
ranean, electronic river of slime that is 

pure, undistilled evil."

union between a husband and 
a wife.”

God’s design for sexual inti­
macy also “results in an inti­
mate knowledge of spirit 
between a husband and wife.” 
They are “to leave and to 
cleave” to one another in order 
to experience a depth of intima­
cy in their relationship. “We 
need to recover the understand­
ing that in the revelations of 
God, sex isn’t dirty. Sex is holy.

“God uses the relationship 
between the husband and the 
wife to describe his relationship 
with Israel in the Old Testa­
ment, and Jesus’ relationship 
with his bride, the church, in the 
New Testament,” Land notes.

Furthermore, “sex was 
designed for the mutual plea­

sure of the husband and wife,” 
Land says. And, finally, in 
God’s design, “sexual inter­
course was given as the means 
by which the human race was 
to be propagated.”

Pornography perverts and 
distorts all of the God-given 
purposes for sexual intimacy. 
In addition, it encourages lust. 
“Both men and women are 
encouraged to have sexual rela­
tions with many partners, disre­
garding the sanctity of marriage 
and the one-flesh concept.”

Pornography teaches people 
to “disregard the intimacy of 

knowing another person by 
encouraging sexual intercourse 
as a casual relationship,” Land 
observes. “Sex is viewed as a 
fotm of recreation with superfi­
cial self-gratification.”

“It's narcissistic,” he says, 
and teaches “self-gratification 
without regard for the welfare 
of one’s sexual partner.”

Further, procreation is never 
the purpose of sexual intimacy 
in pornography, says Land. In­
stead, procreation is feared, and 
abortion of the results of an un­
wanted pregnancy is encouraged.

In short, “Pornography turns 
God's design for sex complete­
ly on its head.”

Land fingers the Internet as 
one of the most pervasive and 
violent venues of pornography

Continued on p. 10.
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Saving Marriages a Missing Ministry
BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

There is “no more important ministry than saving marriages,” claims Michael McManus, noting while 
the divorce rate remains high, marriage rates are falling.

Christians are “aiding and abetting” divorcing couples by their silence, charges McManus, author of the 
nationally syndicated column “Ethics and Religion,” encouraging the church to minister by working to save 
marriages. He challenges believers to work “to convert our divorce culture to a marriage culture.”

According to McManus “three-quarters of Americans get married in a church,” and while churches have 
access to most newlyweds, half of all marriages are failing. “Sadly, too many churches are just wedding fac­
tories,” he claims.

Many Catholic churches require months of marriage classes, but most Protestant churches ask couples to 
meet with the pastor only one or two times before the marriage ceremony, McManus asserts.

“Marriage is a neglected topic in our churches,” adds Harriet McManus. “We talk about weddings. 
Pastors perform weddings. Yet a wedding is for a day; a marriage is for a lifetime.”

Churches have “a huge pool of wisdom sitting in their pews” to aid those considering marriage and
those in troubled marriages, Harriet says, referring to “older couples with strong marriages who can 
walk alongside sharing their own experiences and their own mistakes.”

There is no more important ministry than saving marriages, McManus asserts, except evangeliz­
ing the lost. He adds that in states like Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Tennessee it is “too easy to get a 
divorce and too easy to get married,” praising states with longer waiting periods that allow couples 
“time for reconciliation and time for changing their mind.”

Only 55 percent of American adults are married—the lowest percentage ever, McManus says, 
citing another issue for churches to address. Couples are “divorce-phobic,” afraid to take the step of 
marriage, Harriet adds.

And living together before marriage is not a solution to high divorce rates, the couple agrees. 
“Marriages that are preceded by living together have 50 percent higher divorce rate than marriages 
without premarital cohabitation,” McManus says, citing a University of Wisconsin study.

Couples are living together to allegedly “test their relationship,” and “the church needs to provide 
another way for couples to test their relationship.” The engagement process must be much more 
rigorous than it is in most churches, he claims, «>

Mike and Harriet McManus co-direct marriage preparation at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, Md. He is 
president of Marriage Savers Institute and writes a syndicated newspaper column, "Ethics and Religion."

CHURCHES CAN AFFIRM 
BIBLICAL FAMILIES

According to Hal Lane, pastor of the West Side 
Baptist Church of Greenwood, S.C., the biblical 
church can and must affirm and strengthen 
the biblical family by:

Faithfully preaching and teaching the bibli­
cal view of marriage. Defined as “the union of 
one man and one woman for life” in which the 
two become “one flesh,” marriage must adhere to 
the principles set out in the Bible to fulfill God’s 
purpose and maximize joy and satisfaction in the 
relationship, Lane asserts.

Upholding high standards for their leaders. 
Since the Bible considers the church to be a family, 
“We must demand proper role models... in the 
church,” he explains. “Men and women chosen to 
lead must exhibit high standards of success in their 
marriages and parenting skills.”

Faithfully preaching and teaching a biblical 
doctrine of sexuality. Singles, engaged couples, 
and married couples can be equipped to under­
stand and apply biblical concepts related to mar­
riage. For example. Lane requires engaged couples 
to attend pre-marital counseling sessions prior to 
their wedding (he shares Christ with them 

Excerpted from an article by King Sanders for Baptist Press. Sanders is Director of Conununications for the ERLC's 
Washington, D.C., office.

in the process); to attend church services; to watch 
videos dealing with the biblical view of marriage; 
and to remain sexually pure until marriage.

Lane asserts that teens, equipped with a biblical 
view of sexuality and the sanctity of human life, 
can be “a proactive voice with their peers as they 
go out into the community.” Churches should be 
prompting teens “to tell their friends about their 
own choices to remain abstinent and how impor­
tant it is that they remain abstinent,” he says, not­
ing teenagers can spread the word “where adults 
cannot go.”

Ministering to those individuals and families 
devastated by the sins of “divorce, violence, sex­
ual abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, abor­
tion, suicide, and child abuse.” Providing divorce 
recovery groups, assistance to single parents, and 
support for people in crisis situations are ways the 
church can reach out to the “casualties” of the cul­
ture war with the redemptive love of Jesus Christ, 
Lane explains. “For those who are lost, it is an 
opportunity to reach them for Christ. For those 
who are Christians, it is an opportunity to restore 
them to service to Christ.” i»

A Strategy for Churches
Churches can help save marriages by evaluating 
their "marriage saving" efforts and making the 
saving of marriages a priority.
■ Is your church a "blessing machine" that 

grinds out weddings with no attempt to keep 
track of how many of them end up in the 
divorce courts? Or is your congregation a place 
where young people learn skills and attitudes 
to build a lifelong marriage?

■ Does your church teach teens why sexual 
abstinence makes sense—and how to achieve 
it? If not, why not? Already, 60,000 churches 

have found the "Why Wait?" series 
to be an effective training program. 
■ What does your congregation do 

to help seriously dating couples 
learn how to put Christ at the 
center of their relationships?

■ What is your church doing to 
counter conventional wisdom 

i about living together?
■ What does your church do with 

engaged couples? Does it urge couples to attend 
"Engaged Encounter," which is patterned on 
'Marriage Encounter" and is sb successful that a 
tenth of the participants decide not to get married?
■ Does your church have a minimum prepara­

tion period, or can a couple get married in 
a month? Many Catholic churches require six 
months of marriage preparation.

■ What is the divorce rate of those married 
in your church?

■ What does your church do with newlyweds? Does 
it require counseling sessions after the wedding?

■ How does your church handle troubled mar­
riages? Do you offer options besides counseling?

■ CAN EVERY MARRIAGE BE SAVED? NO-BUT 90% CAN!
From Marriage Savers by Michael J. McManus, 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1995. Available through 
the ERLC. Product code: BKMAR. Price: $15.00.

Marriage Savers, an organization dedicated to pre­
serving marriages and headed by Micheal and Harriet 
McManus, has plans to expand nationwide.

“In every church... there are couples with strong mar­
riages that have never been asked to come alongside 
a younger couple” for mentoring, McManus told the 
Religion News Sendee March 12, in explaining the 
essence of the Christian mentoring program that 
matches long-married couples with engaged couples.

Churches in 80 cities participate in the Marriage Savers 
program, with 11 of those cities seeing their divorce rate 
fall well below the national average. Mentoring couples 
complete 26 hours of training before they get involved 
in the program, offering advice to engaged couples who 
are tested to determine their long-term compatibility.
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Pregnancy counseling 
centers like the one in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., 
offer young women 
love, support, and 
alternatives.

Abortion, Satan's Denial of Life
Finding Peace in the Aftermath
BY KING SANDERS

Speaker Linda Keener at the South­
ern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty 

Commission's annual seminar held 

March 2-4 in Charleston, S.C.

Abortion is Satan’s strategy to deny and destroy life, but “God can 
use the tragedy of abortion in our world to reap a mighty harvest for 
His kingdom,” says Linda Keener, director of a crisis pregnancy center 
in Chattanooga, Tenn.

God can “take what Satan intends for death, darkness and despair 
and transform it to life, light, and liberty,” she says.

“The tragedy of abortion destroys God’s ultimate creation—a 
human life created in His own image,” she says. “Not only have the 
lives of 37 million babies been snuffed out, but the hearts and con­
sciences of mothers, fathers, families, and our nation have been 
mortally wounded.” After 25 years of “being taught that a fetus is 
merely tissue, our nation is still morally troubled by abortion and 
women are still agonizing,” she adds.

Reared in a Christian home and in the church, Keener became preg­
nant as a college freshman. Reluctant to tell her parents, desperate to 
complete her education, and numbed by uncertainty and fear, she 
underwent a saline abortion as the “solution” to her dilemma.

Of the “procedure,” she recalled asking the nurse, “Is it a baby?” 
(“In my heart, I knew it was,” Keener confides.) “The nurse answered,‘No, it’s just tissue, and you really do 
want to finish college, don’t you?”’

Following the abortion, her life began to self-destruct, admits Keener. “We know in our heart of hearts 
we deserve punishment. When God doesn’t strike us dead, and when our law pats us on the back, we 
unconsciously decide to inflict judgment on ourselves.” Some women turn to drugs or alcohol, others get 
into damaging relationships or promiscuous lifestyles, still others may suffer from eating disorders or seek 
to become super-moms to prove their self-worth, she says.

“I began my coping by trying to achieve,” Keener explains. She took an overload of classes and worked 
on the side. Within a year, however, she quit school, was abusing drugs and alcohol, and was running from 
God. In time she came to realize, “My sin had caused my son to die, but... the death of Jesus was enough 
to cover even my sin. That day I accepted His forgiveness, and He transformed death into life, darkness into 
light, and despair into liberty.”

Having dealt with her guilt, she later acknowledged the need to grieve the loss of her son. “I named him 
and let him go into God’s care until we are reunited in heaven,” she says.

Linda feels that it is imperative in crisis pregnancy ministry that “we come to our world not with a shak­
ing fist or pointing finger, but with open arms,” she explains, allowing women to find further opportunity 
for spiritual healing. At the center in Chattanooga, 70 women prayed to receive Christ last year, Keener 
reports, adding, “We are making a difference, one life at a time.

“Abortion is Satan’s denial of life,” she concludes, but “God delights in transforming death, darkness, 
and despair. It’s what He does best!”

Linda Keener is executive director of AAA Women's Services in Chattanooga, Tenn. Chattanooga is the largest U.S. 
city without an abortion clinic; the crisis pregnancy center which Linda oversees is built on the site of a clinic that for­
merly conducted 2,000 abortions annually. “The very place that once offered women death and despair now offers life 
and hope to over 3,000 women each year, ” she says. (An article on the center is included in the Nov.-Dec. 1997 Light.)

After the Choke

In this compelling video, real women step forward to share what 
it's like when the abortion is over. After the Choice is a valuable 
resource for anyone who cares about unborn children and the 
women considering abortion or who may need love and forgive­
ness after the fact.

VTAFT (VHS, 25 min.) $12.00 ea. See order form, p. 14.



Kinsey’s Flawed, Deviant Research Transformed Laws, Reisman Says
BY TOM STRODE

A
lfred Kinsey’s fraud­
ulent, criminally 
gathered research of 
50 years ago on human sexuali­

ty produced a massive liberal­
ization of laws against sex 
crimes that continues to harm 
America, researcher Judith 
Reisman contends.

Kinsey’s data, first released 
in 1948, has provided the basis 
of changing laws on fornica­
tion, adultery, rape, molestation, 
and even abortion. The switch 
in most states from common 
law, based on the Bible, to the 
Model Penal Code beginning in 
the 1950s was Kinsey’s “major 
accomplishment,” she says. 
Kinsey’s research, especially his 
results showing 85 to 95 per­
cent of males could be convict­
ed as sex offenders, was used 
by some in the legal field, 
notably French lawyer and 
pedophile Rene Guyon and 
ACLU lawyer Morris Ernst, 
to construct the Model Penal 
Code. The code eventually 
was adopted, at least in part, 
by most states.

“Kinsey provided the wreck­
ing ball to deconstruct the 
American way of life, liberty 
and property,” Reisman claims. 
“The people infected with 
Kinseyan ideas in the profes­
sional classes spread and in 
many cases imposed the new 
‘sexual’ ethic or non-ethic. It 
now permeates our schools, our 
mass media, our entertainment 
industry, our psychiatric and 
health professions, our govern­
ment bureaucracy, even much of 
our religious establishment, but 
most importantly our laws, judi­
cial system, and public poli­
cies.”

Though his findings were 
trumpeted as science, Kinsey’s 
report was based on fraud and 
deviancy, claims Reisman, a 
contention she began making in 
1981. Recently, the “vicious 

truth” has begun emerging from 
the Kinsey Institute.

James Jones, an advisor to 
the institute, located at Indiana 
University, admitted in a 
September 1997 issue of The 
New Yorker Kinsey was a 
homosexual, a masochist, and a 
eugenicist who believed at least 
10 percent of the population 
should be sterilized, Reisman 
says, adding Jones acknowl­
edged Kinsey’s findings may 
have been skewed as a result 
of his activities.

“My guess is that Jones is 
telling some of the truth today 
because the Kinsey Institute 
believes the battle for America’s 
soul has been won,” she says. 
“Kinsey’s “research was 
designed to produce a definite 
outcome.”

His findings showed at least 
85 percent of American males 
were sex offenders because 85 
percent of his sample consisted 
of men already identified as 
“sexual deviants and sexual 
offenders,” says Reisman, who 

ERLC Honors Joy Sekulow
Jay Sekulow, chief counsel of the American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ), has 

been named the recipient of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission's Religious Liberty 
Award by the ERLC's board of trustees during meetings March 6. The ACLJ is a national 
network of attorneys committed to pro-liberty, pro-life, and pro-family causes.

In making the announcement, ERLC President Richard Land called Sekulow a "cham­
pion of religious liberty" who is doing tremendous legal work for the kingdom of God.

Sekulow frequently appears before the U.S. Supreme Court seeking to remedy wrongs 
perpetuated upon the Christian community, as in these critical religious liberty cases:

Board of Airport Commissioners v. Jews for Jesus. In a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court struck down an air­
port regulation banning free speech activities, including distribution of free religious literature in airport terminals.

Board of Education of Westside Community Schools v. Mergens. This case provided high school students with the 
right to have Bible Clubs and Prayer Clubs on their public school campuses.

Lambs Chapel v. Center Moriches School District. In a unanimous decision the Supreme Court ruled that the school 
district erred when it refused to allow the church to use its facilities. This Supreme Court victory upheld the right of free 
speech and assembly for religious groups and it established that the religious speaker cannot be discriminated against.

Schenck v. Pro-choice Network of Western New York. In an 8-1 decision the Court struck down the constitutionality of 
"floating bubble zones' around abortion clinics.
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has written a new book, Kinsey: 
Crimes and Consequences. She 
claims he threw away three- 
fourths of the 18,000 interviews 
and that he had no normal 
fathers or married mothers in 
his sample.

Kinsey’s records show he 
also supervised the sexual 
molestation of more than 300 
children from two months to 
15 years of age in the study, 
with adult males, some who 
were sex offenders, abusing the 
children to produce results on 
childhood sexuality.

Despite confirmation of his 
deviancy and his fraudulent and 
reprehensible research, Kinsey 
remains “an eminent figure in 
the field of human sexuality 
research,” according to the New 
Yorker article, Reisman says. If 
Kinsey is “the father of the sexu­
al revolution,” then his flawed 
research becomes the “weakest 
link” in an attempt to change the 
direction he helped produce, she 
adds. That “tap root is weaken-

FLAWED "FINDINGS" FROM
KINSEY'S FAULTY RESEARCH:

• Children are sexual from birth, so they 
should be instructed on all sex ads;

• There are no abnormal sexual acts;
• There is no reason to prohibit 

adult-child sex;
• Sex laws should be abolished;
• Premarital sex helps produce better 

marriages;
• Masturbation is essential to children's 

development;
• Everyone is naturally bisexual;
• Sodomy is healthy for children and adults.

ing pretty dramatically.”
Those who desire to restore 

sexual responsibility and purity 
should join the battle and take 
heart from such an example as 
the campaign waged against 
tobacco, Reisman challenges. UGHT

Dr. Judith Reisman 
is president of The 
Institute for Media 
Education. She 
urges Christians 
to fight for sexual 
responsibility and 
purity.
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Abstinence Revolution Underway 
While STD Risk Greater

BY TOM STRODE

THE FACTS:
Twelve million 

Americans get a 
new STD infec­
tion each year;

Five of the 10 
most frequently 

I reported infec-
i tious diseases in

the United States 
are STDs;

There are 
more than 25 
significant STDs 
today, while 
there were only 
two before 1960.

Specific STDs
I Include:

Chlamydia, the 
most common 
nonviral STD 
that results in 
about four mil­
lion new infec­
tions each year;

Human papil­
lomavirus, the 

| most common
1 viral STD that

causes more 
than 90 percent 
of the cervical
cancer cases

f among U.S. 
women;

। Herpes Type II, 
which nearly 22 
percent of

k Americans 
between the 
ages of 15 and 
74 have tested 
positive for.

t 1 o LIGHT ■ MAY-JUNE 1998

A
t a time when young 
people are far more 
likely to acquire a 
sexually transmitted disease, a 

new sexual revolution based on 
abstinence until marriage 
appears to be underway, sexual 
health expert Joe Mcllhaney 
contends.

The number of teenagers 
between the ages of 15 and 19 
who are still virgins increased 
from 1990 to 1995 by at least 
five percent among both males 
and females. In addition, about 
25 percent of teenagers who 
have been sexually active in the 
past are now abstinent, he says.

Mcllhaney notes this new 
revolution is marked by a per­
sonal commitment to remain 
sexually abstinent until mar­
riage and societal support for 
premarital abstinence and faith­
fulness in marriage. He praises 
“True Love Waits,” the South­
ern Baptist-initiated abstinence 
campaign for teens that has 
spread to other countries.

Abstinence is the solution at 
a time when the risks of acquir­
ing a STD “are enormously 
more ... than they ever have 
been,” says Mcllhaney.

This is “about real life prob­
lems that are... happening to a 

whole lot of people,” he claims. 
“Every time we research 

this, the data is all” on the side 
of those who teach abstinence 
until marriage instead of the 
“safe-sex” approach of instruct­
ing teens in the use of condoms 
and the practice of forms of sex 
outside of genital intercourse, 
he says.

National surveys show only 
5 to 21 percent of sexually 
active singles always use a con­
dom, and it does not prevent 
some diseases from being 
transferred, he says, adding that 
STDs can be transferred by 
anal sex, oral sex, and other 
forms of sexual activity.

Abstinence until marriage is 
a realistic goal, he believes.

A study published last fall 
by the Journal of American 
Medicine showed the greatest 
factor in avoiding risky behav­
ior, including sexual activity, 
was a high level of parent-fam­
ily connectedness. In delaying 
sexual behavior, a significant 
factor was parental disapproval 
of their children being sexual 
active and of using condoms, 
the report showed.

Other factors in helping 
teens avoid risky behavior, 
according to the study, include

A Journal of American Medicine study reveals the greatest factor in avoid­
ing risky behavior, including sexual activity, is a high level of parent-family 

connectedness. To help young people delay sexual activity until marriage, 
Dr. Joe Mcllhaney encourages character education in the early grades of 
school, an emphasis on the many teens not having sex, and the training 

of parents on how to control their children's media consumption.

a pledge to remain a virgin 
until marriage, importance 
ascribed to religion and prayer, 
a higher grade point average, 
school connectedness, and 
attendance at a parochial school 
or a school with high average 
daily attendance.

To help young people delay 
sexual activity until marriage, 
Mcllhaney encourages charac­

ter education in the early grades 
of school, an emphasis on the 
many teens not having sex, and 
the training of parents on how 
to control their children’s 
media consumption. LIGHT

Joe S. Mcllhaney, M.D., is a 
longtime obstetrician-gynecologist 
who left his practice to direct 
the Medical Institute for Sexual 
Health in Austin, Tex.

PORNOGRAPHY POISONING AMERICA (FROM P.3)

in contemporary America. “Material that was once available only 
in the worst back alleys of the worst cities in America is now 
available to anyone, anywhere in the country with a computer 
and a modem,” he asserts. “I am talking about cybersex... 
cyberpom... a subterranean, electronic river of slime that 
is pure, undistilled evil.”

Cyberpom “allows an invisible horde of pedophiles and child 
molesters to surf the Internet seeking to solicit and seduce children 
through computer terminals in the children’s own bedrooms,” 
Land adds.

And even though the Congress enacted the Communications 
Decency Act to restrict cyberpom, the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down the law. In doing so, Land contends the Supreme Court was 
saying, “An adult’s right to see anything he wants to see on the 
Internet takes precedence over this society's obligation and right 
to protect minor children from exposure to this filth."

Other evidences of both the extensive reach and devastating

effects of pornography cited by Land include:
• Rapists and sex offenders are 15 times more likely to have 

been exposed to hard-core pornography during childhood than 
the population at large.

• Pornographic material is highly addictive to men and boys; 
exposure to it often leads to extremely destructive behavior to them­
selves and their victims.

■ Federal authorities reveal that a 6-year-old girl has a one-in-three 
probability of being sexually molested by her 16th birthday; for 
boys, it is between a one-in-five and one-in-seven probability.

• Pornography is an eight-and-a-half to 10-billion-dollar industry 
annually in the United States.

• Surveys reveal that virtually all 18-year-old boys graduating 
from high school have been exposed to hard-core pornography.

Continuing to tolerate pornography, Land concludes, “is like leav­
ing radioactive waste around for our children to find and be fatally 
contaminated.”



The Touch of The King
“He touched me, oh He touched me, and oh the joy that fills my soul, something 

happened and now I know, He touched me and made me whole. ”

A featured speaker at the ERLC's annual 
seminar in Charleston, S.C., evangelist 
Rick Stanley warned that Christians have 
allowed "the message of the world to 
creep into the body of Christ" and are 
paying for their error.

There was a time in Rick 
Stanley’s life when alcohol, 
drugs, prestige, and money 
ruled his life. As the step­
brother and personal aide of 
the legendary Elvis Presley, 
he could have anything money 
could buy. But as his life of 
worldly pursuits took him 
to the brink of destruction, 
Stanley met the most important 
person in his life: Jesus Christ.

In his book, The Touch of 
Two Kings, Stanley shares his 
life on the road with the king 
of rock and roll and the events 
which shaped who he is today.

Evangelist Rick Stanley at the ERLC's annual seminar in Charleston, S.C.

When Rick accepted Christ, 
he shares, “I was changed— 
totally and forever.... I was 
free.... And I didn’t need alco­
hol. And I didn’t need drugs. I 
was free. The power of God 
had delivered me instantly. I 
felt cleansed, like a wave of 
peace and purity had swept 
through me.”

As he began to grow spiri­
tually, Stanley discerned that 
the Lord wanted him to do 
something for Him. “But I 
didn’t know what.... I mean, 1 
didn’t even know what ‘evan­
gelism’ was—or what it meant.

But I did know that [at the 
time] 68 teenagers died daily 
from drug and alcohol abuse. 
And I knew that 30 died each 
day from suicide. They needed 
Christ to change their lives like 
He had changed mine.”

The following years found 
Rick sharing his testimony, 
being asked to speak to teens, 
and attending Criswell Bible 
Institute, then Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
where he graduated in 1986. 
He has spoken on hundreds 
of high school campuses and 
conducted revivals and confer­
ences in churches across 
America and Europe.

“Rick Stanley has a more 
unique gift to communicate 
with teens on their level than 
anyone else I have ever seen,” 
maintains Dr. W.A. Criswell, 
Pastor Emeritus 
of First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, 
Tex. LIGHT

Rick Stanley’s book, 
The Touch of Two 
Kings, is available 
from the ERLC. 
Product code: 
BKTOU. Price: 
$10.00. ।
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Voicing concern over popular culture's 
influence on human sexuality and the 
family, he described popular culture as 
"mere human speculation."

"Mere human speculation is what people 
think," he said. "Divine revelation is what 
God says.

"The world is preoccupied with popular 
culture. Popular culture rejects divine 
revelation."

Truth is not determined by polls or major­
ity rule, he said, but by what God says.

Referring to the SBC's 1997 resolution 
calling on Southern Baptists to boycott 
The Disney Company, Stanley said, "When 
I found out that this denomination had 
said, 'We're sick and tired of certain 
lifestyles being shown and endorsed,' 
I said to my wife, 'Praise the name of 
the Lord.'"

Stanley warned that the "world has a 
hostility toward the authentic, biblical 
child of God," but admonished Christians 
to love everyone.

"Do you really, really love people? Do 
you really, really care about people? 
Then lead with your life," he challenged.

Excerpted from an article by Toin Strode

Preach the Whole Counsel to Reclaim America
“Something must be done 

and it must be done soon,” 
says Barrett Duke, director of 
denominational relations with 
the ERLC, calling for a spiritu­
al battle to reclaim America.

The people of God must 
preach the whole Word of 
God: “God does not say just 
preach the Gospel; He says 
preach the entire counsel. God 
did not just give us John 3:16; 
He gave us an entire book 
fdled with His counsel.”

It is not enough to just 
bring people to faith in Christ, 
Duke says, noting believers 

must “teach them the princi­
ples of right living according 
to Scripture.”

The Bible sensitizes people 
to sin, making them aware 
their lifestyles are out of sync 
with God’s Word, Duke says.

“Christ is the answer that 
will change America because 
He changes people,” Duke 
continues. “We live in a soci­
ety that does not have a clue 
about what the Bible says. 
They have not been to Sunday 
School... [or] church.” Thus, 
it will take a long time to reach 
and teach them “the basic prin­

ciples of God’s Book.”
“It is going to take more 

than 15 minutes on a street 
corner.... It is going to mean 
taking time out of our busy 
lives to show [others] we are 
genuinely interested in them.”

Duke said the apostle Paul’s 
lessons to Timothy “to do the 

"We can't just say the things we believe in the comfort and protection of this 
room; we need to say these things outside of this room where it really needs 
to be heard," says Barrett Duke, challenging believers to reach out in faith.

work of an evangelist” can be 
translated for modem day 
Christians as being aggressive 

in being salt and light in the 
world. The people who really 
need to hear biblically based 
responses to the ills besetting 
our culture will not come to 
seminars or worship services 
without Christians’ involve­
ment, he adds, calling for a 
“new explosion” of the church

into the inner city, the suburbs, 
and throughout rural America 
to reach and change the world.

Excerpted from 
an article by 
Dwayne Hastings
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Step of Faith Only Ticket Out 
of Homosexual Bondage

BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

W
alking the aisle of 
a Baptist church to 
profess his Christ­
ian faith as a youngster in Fort 

Worth, Texas, Michael Johnston 
took the first step on a spiritual 
pilgrimage that would take him 
to the depths of depravity and 
then finally to a victorious

V recovery.

Michael Johnston suggests no 
one in the homosexual community 
"really wants to hear our biologi­
cal, psychological, or sociological 
theories about human sexuality," 
saying they simply need to hear 
that Jesus loves them.

And now 11 years after 
breaking free of the bondage 

Wk of a homosexual lifestyle,
Johnston traces the breakdown 
that led to his moral freefall to 
his failure to “read the Word of

God and to learn how God 
expected me to live 
my life.”

Johnston says 
he.likemost, 

made criti­
cal deci­

sions “based 
not on how 

God says we ought to live our 
lives but on what the world said 
was right and what felt good 
to me.”

Like many young people, 
Johnston judged his personal 
worth on what the world thought 
of him: “By the time I reached 
junior high school, the desire to 
fit in was the central focus of my 
life. This is a universal human 
desire stemming from our sepa­
ration from God. Some try to fill 
that chasm with intellectual pur­
suit, some through career lad­
ders, some with religion, and 
others with a laundry list of 

human relationships.”
Tragically, Johnston’s search 

took a very low road: Falling 
first into illicit drugs use, then 
the sensual lure of homosexual­
ity, Johnston says his accep­
tance by those in these subcul­
tures meant “everything” to 
him. “I was ready to pay any 
cost to be part of a group. I 
found an identity first in the 
alcohol and drug scene,” he 
admits, warning the same strug­
gles entangle young people in 
families across the nation.

His drug and alcohol abuse 
“formed the catalyst for a new 
world of self-indulgence and 
instant gratification.” And 
Johnston asserts his parents’ 
failure to lay down a solid 
scriptural foundation for their 
family, encouraging their chil­
dren to “obey just ‘because I 
say so,’” was ineffective in 
holding him to a godly course.

His first taste of the homo­
sexual lifestyle in an Alaskan 
bar in 1977 reinforced 
Johnston’s need to be needed. 

“The idea that someone want­
ed me and wanted to know me

at a very intimate level, I des­
perately wanted that in my life.”

Johnston exposes the homo­
sexual community as one com­
prised of individuals like him­
self carrying the AIDS virus in 
his body, adrift with individuals 
desperate for affection and plea­
sure. “My basic philosophy was 
hedonism. I continued to have 
sex with men, and not once did 
I ever tell a partner that I was 
carrying this deadly disease. 
These [in the homosexual 
community] are driven by 
the desires of the flesh alone.”

Yet Johnston suggests no 
one in the homosexual commu­
nity “really wants to hear our 
biological, psychological, or 
sociological theories about 
human sexuality,” saying they 
simply need to hear that Jesus 
loves them.

While manifesting itself in 
society’s depraved view of sex­
uality, Johnston said the source 
of the problem rests in the con­
dition of the human heart. “And 
that is good news,” he adds, 
“because God is in the business 
of changing the human heart.”

‘The church cannot affirm 
God’s design in a people who 
are dead to the things of God,” 
Johnston says, saying the 
answer to “the deepening 
cultural depravity” cannot 
be remedied “man’s way.”

God has an answer for 
today’s societal ills, “His name 
is Jesus,” he concludes. LIGHT

Michael Johnston, a member of 
Liberty Baptist Church, Hampton, 
Va., is director of Kerruso 
Ministries of Newport News, Va., 
an organization dedicated to edu­
cating Americans that there is a 
way out of the homosexual 
lifestyle—faith in Jesus Christ.
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Religious Liberty
Sunday: June 7
Bulletin 
Insert*
A gentle re­
minder of the 
price Jesus paid 
and the value 
of our religious 
liberty. Also 
suitable as an 
informational

Great American 
Statesmen and 
Heroes
Catherine Millard 
offers details of 
America’s Christian 
history that have been 
literally removed from 
modem-day textbooks
and history books. Includes Christopher 
Columbus’ Christianity, George 
Washington’s prayer life, Abraham 
Lincoln’s autobiography, and others.

Dmdt Touch That 
Dial: The Impact of 
the Media on Chil­
dren & the Family 
National Family 
Foundation president 
Barbara Hattemer 
and attorney Robert 
Showers share the
devastating impact of the media on 
families in layman’s terms.
BKDON (238 pages) $9.-95 $7.50 ea.

DON'T TOUCH TRIT DIAL
« 3 J

Christians in the 
Public Square: 
Faith in Practice?
These messages 
from the 1996 CLC 
seminar offer solutions 
to some of today’s 
critical issues and help

CHRISTIANS 
IN THE 

PUBLICSQUARE: 
FAITH IN 

PRACTICE?

define the Christian’s role in the

hand-out. Full color/ undated.
One of a series.
RLBUL $.06 ea.

1998 Religious Liberty Poster*
This color ll"xl7" poster com­
plements the insert above to pro­
mote Religious Liberty Sunday. 
Undated. One of a series.
RLPOS $.95 ea.

Religious Liberty Sunday 
Sermon Outline*
This suggested sermon for Reli­
gious Liberty Sunday can be used 
in its entirety or as a resource.
RISER $.22 ea.

Fact Sheet*
This new fact sheet offers statistics 
to show Christians how desperate­
ly their input is needed as morality 
is challenged in the public arena.
RLFAC $.22 ea.

Character IS 
the Issue
A Southern Baptist 
minister for 12 years, 
Mike Huckabee was 
elected lieutenant gov­
ernor of Arkansas in 
1993 and began his 
term as governor in
1996 when his predecessor was con­
victed in the Whitewater investigation. 
He underscores the power of honor, 
faith, and integrity in our culture.
BKCHAR (191 pages) $15.00 ea.

Our Sacred Honor
William J. Bennett pre­
sents a collection of 
writings by America’s 
founders on pietyjus­
tice, patriotism, civility, 
and other moral issues 
that shaped our country.

Our Sacred 
Honor

$24.00 ea.BKOUR (430 pages)

The Index of Leading 
Cultural Indicators
A statistical portrait of 
the moral, social, and 
cultural condition of our 
country drawn from 
data from the Census 
Bureau, FBI, and other 
government sources.
BKIND (138 pages) $8.25 ea.

nation’s public life.
BKCHR (144 pages)

BKGRE (300 pages)

The Patriot’s 
Handbook
Continuing a tradition 
that began in the early 
1800s, this handbook 
captures the essence 
of the great American 
experiment in liberty,

$13.99 ea. Citizen Christians: 
The Rights and 
Responsibilities of 
Dual Citizenship
This book helps 
Christians balance 
their responsibilities 
as subjects in God’s 
Kingdom with the

The Changing 
of the Guard
George Grant asserts 
that a meaningful 
shift in the way our 
country is governed 
comes only when 
Christians realize the 
place to look for

$9.00 $7.50 ea.

featuring a sterling collection of key 
documents, speeches, and profiles of 
leaders who have shaped American 
history.

requirements of citizenship in an earth­
ly nation. From the 1992 CLC seminar.
BKCTT (136pages) $T2-.-95 $8.00 ea.

answers is the Bible, not the ballot box.
BKCHA (228pages) $9.99 $6.00 ea.

BKPAT (464 pages)

Legislating 
Immorality
A look at the tragic 
agenda of the homo­
sexual movement 
in America, with in­
sights for churches on 
how they can respond

$14.00 ea.
Has Democracy 
Had Its Day?
Carl F.H. Henry 
analyzes whether a 
democratic society 
can long thrive or even 
continue to exist when 
the religious underpin­
nings that have made such freedom 
possible have been abandoned.
BKHAS (63 pages) $4.95 $4.00 ea.

Fighting For Life
Former Pennsylvania 
governor Robert Casey 
has gained the support 
of many Americans 
because of his strong 
emphasis on reestablish­
ing stability in our fam­
ilies and communities.
This book tells the story of a courageous 
pro-life Democrat whose own brash with 
death made medical history.
BKFIG (255pages) $18.00 ea.

with compassion and commitment.
BKLEG (291 pages)

In Search of a 
National Morality
This book offers points 
of common agenda 
between evangelicals 
and Roman Catholics, 
encouraging them 
to speak with one 
voice on moral concerns

$9.99 ea.

critical to our value-starved nation.

From Sea to Shining 
Sea for Children
This book tells 
America’s story 
during its first 50 
years. Filled with 
adventure, it reveals 
how God was at work
in the young nation, giving settlers ex­
citing opportunities to shape its history 
and to be His people. For ages 9-13.

BK1NS (298 pages)

Their Blood 
Cries Out
In more than 60 
countries worldwide, 
Christians are harassed, 
abused, arrested, tor­
tured, or executed. 
This book by Paul 
Marshall chronicles the

$12.95 ea.

tragedy of modem Christians who are 
dying for their faith.
BKBLO (335 pages)

In The Lion’s Den
More people have died 
for their faith in the 
20th century than in 
the previous 19 
centuries combined. 
Nina Shea shares 
what’s happening,

$12.00 ea.

where it’s happening, and what 
America’s Christians must do to stop it.
BKLIO (125 pages) $9.00 ea.

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

The Light and the 
Glory for Children
This book makes clear 
to young readers how 
God worked through 
the founders of 
America to establish 
this nation. The years 
1492 to 1789 begin the
exciting story of God’s plan for 
America. Includes study activities that 
pose questions about the nation’s future. 
For ages 9-12.BKFRO (208 pages)

From Sea to 
Shining Sea 
Activity Book
Younger children 
can experience his­
tory in the making 
as they travel with 
circuit preachers, 
explorers Lewis and

$9.00 ea.

Clark, and an Indian guide. Along the 
way, they’ll feel the winds of revival 
and glean God’s grand design for the 
land of fee free. Includes games, mazes, 
puzzles, and pictures for ages 5-8.

BKFROM (72 pages) $6.50 ea.

BKLIG (174 pages)

The Light and 
the Glory 
Activity Book
This book helps 
younger children 
start learning 
about America’s 
Christian heritage 
through fun-filled,

$9.00 ea.

age-appropriate activities including 
coloring pages and simple word games. 
Forages 5-8.

BKLIGH (71 pages) $6.50 ea.

Observe Religious Liberty Sunday on June 7.
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CRITICAL ISSUES SERIES OTHER PAMPHLETS

“A Baptist’s View 
of Prayer in 
Schools”*
ERLC President 
Richard Land 
addresses the confu­
sion over the "estab­
lishment” and “free 
exercise” clauses of 
the First Amendment 
in relation to prayer 
in public schools.

$.33 ea.

“Key Documents of U.S. 
History: Declaration of 
Independence/U.S.
Constitution”*
The ERLC offers these 
documents to help Southern 
Baptists be the type of citi­
zens the Word of God in-

Kt)
Documents of

“Citizen Christian 
Awareness
Campaign”*
This Voter 
Registration/ 
Awareness Manual 
is a revision of the 
NAE's Citizenship

CIBAP

“Tax Exemption and Political 
Candidate Campaigns”*
This pamphlet urges church leaders 
to avoid letting fears of losing the 
church’s tax-exempt status keep them 
from taking their religious convictions | 
into the political arena.

CITAX $.33 ea.

“The Homosexual Political Agenda”* 
'Discover the destructive agenda of a 
Gay Rights Platform designed not just 
to “protect civil rights” but to re-engi- 
neer society and all of it sexual values 
while calling for repeal of criminal 
penalties for acts such as sodomy, pros­
titution, pedophilia, and statutory rape.

CIHOMS $.33 ea.

structs us to be (Rom. 13:1-7). 
Foreword by Richard Land.

RLKEY $.50 ea.

Campaign and encourages Southern 
Baptists to engage in our nation’s 
political process as a part of obedient 
discipleship.

CLCAWA (Manual)

“The Bible Speaks: »eviSED 
Christian Citizenship”*
This pamphlet examines the nature of 
government, the call of God’s people 
to citizenship, and the responsibilities 
of Christian citizens.

BSCHR $.20 ea.

“Christian Life
Committee 
Manual”*
This manual defines 
a Christian Life 
Committee and 
shares how local

$1.00 ea.

“Declaration of 
Human Rights”*
Approved by the 1978 
Southern Baptist Con­
vention, this declaration 
defines human rights from 
a biblical perspective and 
issues a call to action to 
Southern Baptist citizens,
pastors, churches, and agencies.

RADEC $.28 ea.

VIDEO TAPE OFFER: Citizen Christians

This ERLC production addresses separation of church and state, legislating 
morality, and school prayer. It includes a wanting from Prison Fellowship chair­
man Charles Colson about the state of our society, plus a segment on the role of 
Baptist preacher John Leland in securing the religious freedom protections of 
the First Amendment through his influence on James Madison.

VTCIT(30min.) $1995 $9.00 ea.

churches or Baptist associations can 
lead members to be aware of moral, 
social, religious liberty, legislative, 
and public policy issues, and what 
Christians can do to make a difference 
in their communities by standing for 
biblical values.

CLCMAN (Manual) $1.00 ea.

“Citizen Christians: 
Their Rights and 
Responsibilities”* 
ERLC President 
Dr. Richard Land 
recognizes that 
Christians are citizens of

Christian Citizenship 
Sunday: June 28
Bulletin 
Insert*
Invaluable 
when chal­
lenging con­
gregations to 
take part in 
helping then- 
communities 
and country
move back toward biblical moral 
foundations. Also suitable as an 
informational hand-out. Full 
color/ undated. One of a series.

CCBUL $.06 ea.

1998 Christian
Citizenship Poster*
This full-color 11 "xl7" poster 
complements the insert above to 
promote Christian Citizenship 
Sunday. Undated. One of a series.

CCPOS $.95 ea.

Christian Citizenship Sunday 
Sermon Outline*
This suggested sermon for 
Christian Citizenship Sunday can 
be used in its entirety or as an 
invaluable resource.

CCSER $.22 ea.
i,

two realms—the earthly and the 
spiritual—and defines their rights 
and responsibilities in both spheres.

CCCIT (Tract) $.10ea.

Observe Christian Citizenship Sunday on June 28.

Christian Citizenship/ Religious
Liberty Resource Set
Includes one of each item on this 
form indicated by an asterisk (*).

CCSET $6.83

Mail to: Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, 901 Commerce, #550, Nashville, TN 37203-3696, call (615)244-2495 or (800) 475-9127, fax to (615)242-0065, or 

e-mail Io our CompuServe address: erlc_orders@compuserve.com. Please pay in U.S. funds only. Make check payable to Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission.

Ship To: Church name (if applicable) ATTN:

Street Address (required for shipping) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

P.O. Box (for billing only) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City State Zip 

We can bill you or your church. □Bill □ Paid Amount: $ Person placing order:Phone

U.S. Shipping 
& Handling: 
Orders ship 
UPS Ground 
(requires up to 
7 business 
days for deliv­
ery) (continen­
tal U.S. only). 
See chart 
below for 
standard rate. 
Rush shipping 
available on 
charge orders.Bill to (if other than above) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

QTY. PRODUCT CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE EA. q-TOTAI $1.00-$9.99....................... $3.20
$ 1U1AL $1000-$19 99 $3 50

$20.00-$39.99 .....................$3.75
$4000-$4999 $450

$50.00-$74.99 .....................$6.50
$75.00-$99.99 .....................$8.50
$ 100.00 or more.......... 9% of total

_____________ Total _______________
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SOCIAL CONCERNSSBC Leaders Should Speak Out for Sexually Abused, House Says
BY KING SANDERS

AUDIO CASSETTE ORDER FORM

ERLC's Annual Seminar

The Family
Human Sexuality
REAFFIRMING GOD’S DESIGN

Mar. 2-4, 1998 ♦ Charleston, SC

Paul House insists “the time 
has come for the SBC to exert 
purposeful national leadership 
in [the area ofj human sexuali­
ty” and speak out for and act 
on behalf of women and chil­
dren in our society “who are 
sexually abused, neglected and 

PROTECT THEIR INNOCENCE—According to the FBI, one out of every three 

girls and one out of every seven boys in the United States will be sexually 

molested by the time they reach their sixteenth birthday.

forgotten.” He maintains that 
“this leadership must go 
beyond perennially important 
matters such as marriage and 
family, homosexuality and 
heterosexuality, divorce, 
chastity, and promiscuity.”

The problem of sexual 
abuse demands attention. 
“Adults have no rights to use 
children as a means to slake 
evil and uncontrolled sexual 
urges. Sex is not about power 
over a minor,” House asserts. 
“The SBC must do more to 
expose pedophiles, urge their 
prosecution, and expose how 
evil individuals rape our chil­
dren, damage our marriages, 
and foul our culture.

“I pray that Southern 
Baptists will act before a gen­

eration of our children rises up 
and condemns us for remain­
ing silent, soothing ourselves 
with the notion that everybody 
is against child abuse and there 
is not much we can do.”

Christians can be “used by 
God to wake up our nation to 

its dangerously ill moral 
condition” if they will exert 
a servant kind of leadership, 
rooted in God's inerrant Word, 
embracing “the Great Com­
mission challenge to teach the 
believers all things the Lord 
has commanded—even 
human sexuality.”

Fortunately, God has re­
vealed His design for human 
sexuality in Scripture, he says. 
“Tire Bible is the kind, loving, 
holy Creator God’s written and 
understandable revelation to 
fallen, sinful, rebellious hu­
mans,” without which “humans 
are unable to formulate appro­
priate standards for sexuality.”

“Sexual depravity is hardly 
new,” House adds. In Leviticus 
18, sexual impropriety is 

exposed and God’s corrective 
measures revealed. As the 
Israelites moved toward pos­
sessing the Promised Land 
they encountered the Canaan­
ites, who engaged in sexual 
practices which degraded 
human dignity, perverted 
God’s ideals, and defiled the 
land, he says.

House warns the church 
must guard itself against the 
culture just as the Israelites 
were commanded to do, con­
tending, “These sins are as 
evident in the United States 
today as they were in ancient 
Canaan. I fear that God is say­
ing, ‘I sent you to be a holy 
people, but you have become 
like the Canaanites.’”

One could make a very 
good case that the Canaanites 
are still among us and that they 
are winning the culture war, 
House observes, pointing out 
the prevalence of the sexual 
abuse of children, premarital 
sex, divorce, adultery, rape, 
and date rape.

“We must not let our nation 
degrade itself without taking a 
strenuous stand,” House 
asserts, maintaining three 
major areas deserve attention: 
marital commitment and self- 
control, homosexuality, and 
sexual abuse.

The time for effective lead­
ership and for action is now, 
House concludes. “We must 
press for the propagation of 
[God’s] pattern throughout 
society. The United States 
needs to awaken to the light of 
God’s principles, to the purity 
of permanent commitment, to 
the freedom that comes from 
doing the right thing, and the 
joy of helping the humble and 
opposing evil.”

Paul House is professor of Old Tes­
tament at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary’ in Louisville, Ky.

Individual cassettes are $3.50 each (discount for complete 
set; see last item below). Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

QUAN. SEMINAR SPEAKER & SPEECH TITLE

_____ David Beasley - “Public Policy and the Family”

_____ Barrett Duke - “God’s Design: Where to From 
Here?”

_____ Wade Hom - “Biblical Fatherhood"

_____ Paul House - “Human Sexuality: Affirming God’s 
Design - Genesis 1-3”

_____ Michael Johnston - “Homosexuality: Perverting 
God’s Design”

_____ Linda Keener - “Abortion, Satan's Denial of Life: 
The Tragic Consequences of Ignoring God’s 
Design"

_____ Richard Land - “Pornography: Satan’s 
Counterfeit”

_____ Hal Lane - “The Biblical Church Affirming the 
Biblical Family”

_____ Joe S. Mcllhaney Jr. - “Positive and Negative Sex 
Education Models: Truth or Consequences”

_____ Mike & Harriet McManus - “Marriage that 
Works: Affirming God's Design”

_____ Dorothy Patterson - “Biblical Womanhood”

_____ Judith Reisman - “Kinsey’s Failed Model 
of Human Sexuality and Its Lethal 
Consequences”

_____ Rick Stanley - “Human Sexuality and the Family: 
The Bible vs. Popular Culture”

_____ Ed Young - "Pure Sex: The Biblical Perspective”

_____ Complete set, 14 tapes: $45.00

Subtotal........................................................................... $

Shipping & handling (see chart, p.14) ......... $

TOTAL........................................................................... $

Please pay in U.S. funds. Make check payable to Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission. We can bill you or your 
church. □ Bill □ Paid Amount: $

Ship to _________________________________________

Phone ()

Street Address ___________________________________

City __________________________________________ _

State Zip __________________________

Bill to (if different) _______________________________

Address _______________________________________

MAIL ORDER TO:
ETHICS & RELIGIOUS LIBERTY COMMISSION,
901 COMMERCE, SUITE 550, NASHVILLE, TN 37203-3696, 
CALL: (615) 244-2495, FAX: (615) 242-0065, or
E-MAIL: erlc_orders@compuserve.com
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Fact Sheet on the RFA
The Religious Freedom Amendment (RFA) is a proposed amendment to the United States 
Constitution. The language of the amendment is as follows:

“To secure the people’s right to acknowledge God according to the dictates of con­
science: Neither the United States nor any State shall establish any official reli­
gion, but the people’s right to pray and recognize their religious belief, heritage, 
or traditions on public property, including schools, shall not be infringed. Neither 
the United States nor any State shall require any person to join in prayer or other 
religious activity, prescribe school prayers, discriminate against religion, or deny 
equal access to a benefit on account of religion.”

What the Religious Freedom Amendment WOULD and WOULD NOT do:
■ It WOULD correct years of judicial misinterpretation of the establishment clause.
▲ It WOULD NOT revoke the establishment clause.

a It WOULD reverse many of the restrictions the courts have placed upon the free exercise 
of religion on government property in general, and public schools in particular.

A It WOULD NOT permit government sponsored religion.

a It WOULD allow greater freedom for students who wish to pray.
A It WOULD NOT require prayer in public schools.

A It WOULD require government to treat all religions fairly.
A It WOULD NOT permit preference for one religion or sect over another.

A It WOULD advance belief in religious freedom.
A It WOULD NOT advance any particular religious belief.

A It WOULD give greater protection to individuals from government intrusion.
A It WOULD NOT create any new right for government.

a It WOULD guarantee that no person be discriminated against on account of religion.
A It WOULD NOT require that any person be given special status on account of religion.

A It WOULD require equal access to public property for all people regardless of religion.
A It WOULD NOT require unreasonable access to government facilities.

A It WOULD protect the liberty of conscience of all people.
A It WOULD NOT protect only the liberty of people of a majority faith, or of a minority 

faith, or of no faith.

Why do we need a constitutional amendment?
“We have given the courts more than 30 years to get this issue right, and they have persisted 
in not doing so. Legislative remedies would in all probability be overturned by the present 
federal judiciary. It is time for the people to give the courts further instructions... by the 
means provided by our founders, namely amending the Constitution. We must... constitu­
tionally guarantee the free exercise and expression rights of public school students and all cit­
izens. We do not ask for, and do not want, government’s help in expressing our beliefs or 
acknowledging our religious heritage... .The most and best government can do is guarantee 
a level playing field and then stay off the field.”*

PLEASE MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS!

*From Dr. Land’s testimony July 23,1996, before the U.S. House Judiciary Committee’s Constitution Subcommittee

GET THE WORD OUT! PLEASE REPRODUCE THE FACT SHEET ABOVE AND DISTRIBUTE FREELY.

m
em

bers of Congress 
at once in support of 
this vital legislation.

s.


