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“I Pledge Allegiance’
BY RICHARD LAND, President of the SBC’s Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission and host 

of the nationally syndicated daily radio broadcast, For Faith & Family

No, Thomas Jefferson 
did not write the pledge to 
the flag of the United States. 

Nor was the phrase “one 
nation under God" in the origi-with Dr. Richard Land

iV.

1 pledge allegiance to the Flag 

of the United States of

America, and to the Republic

for which it stands, one 

Nation under God, indivisibleIe,

When the country’s most lib­
eral federal court reiterated its 

mind-boggling decision that the 
Pledge of Allegiance is uncon­

stitutional because of the 
words “under God,” it 

revealed just how far 
removed it is from 
America’s founding 

fathers and founding
document.

rial text. Yet, when Congress 
added those words to the pledge 

in 1954, it did so on the founda­
tion of the Declaration of 
Independence and more than a 
century and three-fourths of our 
history as a republic.

The Feb. 28 affirmation of last 
summer’s stunning ruling by the 
U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals underscored its well- 
earned reputation as the federal 
court most hostile to religious 
expression in public venues. The 
Court’s three-judge panel did not 
strike down the 1954 law that 
added to the pledge, but it invali­
dated a California school district’s 

know only a pledge with their 
Creator’s name censored from it.

We would be hard-pressed to 
find a way in which someone 
could be further removed from 
the spirit of our country’s found­
ing than were the two judges in 
the panel’s majority

When the delegates presented 
the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776, they did so in 
language that manifested a theo- 
centric view of liberty, rights, 
and government—even though 
some of the signers were not 
evangelical Christians.

In the most frequently quoted 
section of the Declaration, titled 
“A Declaration of Rights,” it says, 
“We hold these Truths to be self- 
evident, that all Men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness.”

When the founders made “A
Statement of Independence" in 
the final section of the 
Declaration, they proclaimed their 
freedom by saying they were 
“appealing to the Supreme Judge 
of the world for the Rectitude of 

our Intentions.” 

sighted men testified in this coun­
try’s originating statement that the 
Creator of all human beings not 
only had made all human beings 
but had made them equal. He, 
not a government nor an earthly 
ruler, had granted them their 
rights, including life and liberty 
They acknowledged there was an 
ultimate Judge to whom all 
mankind is accountable. The 
founders closed by confessing 
their dependence upon Him for 
protection as they sought to 
defend this Declaration.

Presidents from George Wash­
ington to Abraham Lincoln to 
George W Bush, and most in 
between, have appealed to God 
in times of crisis and blessing. 
President Bush said in this year’s 
State of the Union speech, “The 
liberty we prize is not America’s 
gift to the world; it is God’s gift to 
humanity” When the President 
made that comment, his feet were 
firmly planted in the rich soil of 
this country’s Declaration of 
Independence.

To include in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag a confession 
that ours is “one nation under 
God” is not forcing every 
American to admit the existence

with liberty and justice for all.

— United States Code, Title 4, Chapter 1, Section 4

policy sponsoring recitations of 

the pledge.
That is 4 distinction without a 

difference for millions of students 

in public school classrooms in 
California and eight other west­
ern states. Unless the Supreme 
Court rectifies this offense, future 
generations of young people will

They closed the statement by 
saying, “And for the support of 
this Declaration, with a firm 
Reliance on the Protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, 
our Fortunes, and our Sacred 

Honor.”
These resolute, brave, and far- 

of Deity or to worship a Supreme 
Being. It is to acknowledge our 

people have agreed through more 
than two centuries that our 
republic is not supreme, despite 
our allegiance to it, but there is 
One who is.

That is not a violation of the 
guarantees in the First Amend-
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The liberty we prize is not Americas gift to the world; it is Gods gift to humanity.

— PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH

ment to the Constitution that 
government is to protect the free 
religious exercise of all its citizens 

All scripture quotations, unless Otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW7 INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973. 1978,1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

and to not establish a religion. It 
is an acknowledgment of what is 
true about our people and has 
been since our nation was 

founded.
If such an acknowledg­

ment in the Pledge of 
Allegiance is unconsti­

tutional, then striking 
the motto “In God 
we trust” from 

our coins cannot 
be far behind. 
That phrase cer­
tainly could be 
accused of ex­

pressing more 
explicit faith tn 

God than the 
language in 

the pledge.

That motto was added to 
our coins at the American peo­
ple’s request during the most 
divisive time in our country’s 
history. The addition came 
about “largely because of the 
increased religious sentiment 
existing during the Civil War,” 
the Department of Treasury 
says on its Internet site. The 
first coin to bear “In God we 

trust” appeared in 1864.
Fortunately, one judge on 

the Ninth Circuit Court’s panel 
had the common sense and 
legal acumen to see such an 
expression does not violate the 
U. S. Constitution. In his blis­
tering dissent judge Ferdinand 
Fernandez wrote “such phrases 
as ‘In God we trust’ or ‘under 
God’ have no tendency to 
establish a religion in this coun­

try or to suppress anyone’s 
exercise, or non-exercise, of 
religion, except in the fevered 

eye of persons who most fer­
vently would like to drive 

all tincture of religion 
out of the public life of 

our polity”
The Supreme

Court appears to have 
a majority of justices who 

agree with Fernandez and will 
overturn the Ninth Circuit’s 
opinion. Let us hope and pray 
the right to acknowledge in a 
national pledge that ours is “one 
nation under God” remains pro­
tected in law. ©
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The Clothes Crisis
The start of a new school year is rapidly approaching, and parents of daughters are 
in for a challenge. Skin-tight T-shirts and low-slung jeans are the hallmarks of style 
for teenage girls, creating a fashion dilemma for Christian parents. Here's how you
can help your daughter make choices that show off her heart, not her body.

BY DAN NAH GRESH

‘Whats the number one 
thing that causes you to feel sex­
ually tempted?” my husband 
asked a room of teenage boys.

“The worst thing is the way 
girls dress in church,” one boy 
quickly replied. A sea of bob­
bing heads affirmed his answer.

A MIXED MESSAGE

Candies, a popular teen clothing and shoe label, is promoting absti-
nence with the sale of T-shirts—teeny, tiny, belly-baring, breast-hugging 
T-shirts that read "Be SEXY: It doesn't mean you have to have sex." The 
singer Britney Spears was the first of many to pair an attitude of coy 
purity with revealing clothing, teaching girls how to tease and tempt 
with their bodies even as they play sweet and pure with their words.

These messages have convinced our daughters that this kind of 
sensual exposure is "just fashion." They don't understand what's really 
promoted is the idea that their bodies are for show, for the pleasure 
of others, instead of sacred temples meant for God's glory.

“Church is supposed to be a 
place where you don’t have to 
face temptation, but you walk 
in and Bam! There it is. How 
do you avoid that?”

They all looked at my 
husband, pleading for a good 

answer.
I’m sure you’ve noticed it, 

too—the crop tops, the visible 
lingerie, the low-slung pants. 
Let’s face it—fashion for today’s 
girls is all about sex.

Consider the images our 
daughters face every day. 
Candies, a popular teen cloth­
ing and shoe label, is promot­
ing abstinence with the sale 
of T-shirts—teeny, tiny, belly­
baring, breast-hugging T-shirts 

that read “Be SEXY: It doesn’t 
mean you have to have sex.” 
The singer Britney Spears 
was the first of many to pair 
an attitude of coy purity with 
revealing clothing, teaching 
girls how to tease and tempt 
with their bodies even as they 

play sweet and pure with 
their words.

These messages have con­
vinced our daughters that this 
kind of sensual exposure is “just 
fashion.” They don’t understand 
what’s really promoted is the 
idea that their bodies are for 
show, for the pleasure of others, 
instead of sacred temples meant 
for God’s glory

The Sex Connection

Surprisingly, it isn’t just 
Christians who are growing 
concerned over this trend of 
sexualized fashion. An editorial 
in the Indianapolis News stated, 
“Those who minimize the corre­
lation between immodesty and 

sexual promiscuity deceive 
themselves and others.” Studies 
consistently show that a girl 
who looks older than she is has 
a greater risk of becoming sexu­
ally active, and clothing and 
make-up can help a girl look 
years older in minutes.

This isn’t just an issue for 
girls. As the boys my husband 
spoke with pointed out, the 
mixed messages sent by girls 
who look sexy but claim purity 
are a major stumbling block in 
boys’ efforts to live godly lives. 
When the girls look easy and the 
boys are tempted, their young 
hearts and hormones can easily 
get carried away

It’s also not just a teen issue. 
Little girls’ clothing stores 
stock outfits that hint of sex­
jeans that ride well below 
the waist, tight T-shirts with 
“Sassy” in glittery letters, 
short shorts, and platform 
shoes. At the other end 
of the spectrum, many 
adult women—including 
mothers—are not setting 
a high standard of mod­
esty themselves.

The issue of modesty is 
one that every parent needs 
to take seriously The real 
question is how to do so in a 
way that our daughters will 
listen to and take seriously 
We don’t want to create a 
spirit of rebellion by coming 
across as unreasonable, or 
rob our daughters of their 
innocence by introducing 
issues of sexuality that they 
might not be ready for. In 
my work with teenage 
girls, I’ve found that the 

best approach is to arm girls 
with the information they need 
to make a godly decision and 
encourage them to reflect God 
in the way they dress. Here’s 
how to do just that:

Affirm your daughter's 
female allure.

It’s no secret that both men 

and women notice a woman’s 

face and form. Advertisers have 
learned that a photo of a woman
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“What's the number one thing 

that causes you to feel sexually 

tempted?” Bob Gresh asked a 
room of teenage boys.

“The worst thing is the way girls dress in church,”
one boy quickly replied. A sea of bobbing heads affirmed his answer.
“Church is supposed to be a place where you don’t have to 

face temptation, but you walk in and Bam! There it is.

How do you avoid that?”

Making a Fashion 
Statement

will increase the length of time 
someone spends with an ad by 

14-30 percent. What power!
God’s Word affirms that 

power. Proverbs 5:18-19 says, 
“Rejoice in the wife of your 

youth. A loving doe, a graceful 
. deer—may her breasts satisfy 

I you always, may you be ever 

captivated by her love.” That 
word “captivated” could also 
be translated as “intoxicated.”

The God of the universe looks 
down at a woman and com­
fortably acknowledges the 

power she has to 

intoxicate a man, but 
it is a power that 

your daughter must 
use wisely

Flip through a 
few magazines with 
your daughter and 

point out the way 
images of women 

GUARDING HER REPUTATION

Wise moms will help their daughters under­
stand that people will judge them by how 
they look. A girl needs to know that she 
invites a host of assumptions about her char­
acter when she dresses in a provocative way, 
and once she is labeled with a poor reputa­
tion, it can be difficult to prove otherwise.

Dannah Gresh is the author of And the Bride Wore 
White: Seven Secrets to Sexual Purity and Secret 
Keeper: The Delicate Power of Modesty (Moody). 
Both are available at www.familybookstore.net.

This is adapted with permission from an article that 
originally appeared in the Winter 2002 Christian 
Parenting Today.

are used in advertising. Talk 

with her about the beauty 
God has placed in her and 

the power that gives her. 
Then talk specifically about 

why God gave it to her.

Show her the purpose of her power.

Read Proverbs 5:18-19. It tells 
a man to “rejoice in the wife of 

your youth.” In other words, a 

man is to be intoxicated by just 

one woman. Again and again 
the Bible confirms that a wom­
an’s intoxicating power is to be 

shared with only one man within 

the context of marriage. Until 

then, it should be under wraps.

Unfortunately, girls today 
misunderstand God’s purpose 
for their allure. Instead of wait­

ing to intoxicate one man with 

their beauty, they intoxicate 
many men. Many girls enjoy 

that power. It feels good to 

attract a boy’s attention. But 

what girls need to understand is 
that a teenage boy’s attraction 

typically is based on his curiosi­
ty and has little to do with 

what’s special or lovely about 

her. By using her body to attract 
the attention of an eager boy, she 

is misusing the power God has 

given her.

Explain how the male 
mind works.

Most young girls wear fash­
ion with much naivete. They 
have no idea how their appear­
ance affects boys. A few young 
girls understand fully what they 
are doing when they flaunt 
their bodies, but I find them 

to be the exception.
To help girls understand how 

the male mind works, I use an 
aspect of Gestalt Theory called 
“closure,” which basically means 
that the brain tends to finish an 
incomplete picture. When a guy 
sees a girl with part of her body 
bared, he mentally completes 
the picture. A low-cut blouse, a 
tight T-shirt, low-slung pants, a 
mini-skirt, even a long skirt with 
a high slit—all bare enough to 
cause a guy to finish the picture.

If a female wants to use the 
power of her allure as God 
intended, she needs to be careful 
not to awaken the imagination 
of many men by inviting them 
to complete the picture of her 
body Again, it might feel great 
to attract attention from men, 
but that attention has nothing 
to do with her. When a girl 
understands that male atten­
tion—particularly teenage male

Continued on page 6

Mary Mohler believes there are certain clothes 
Christian women should never wear—ever. 
Miniskirts, hip-hugger jeans, and skin-tight shirts 
are some things that fall into that category. Her rea­
son? Christian women have a biblical obligation to 
dress modestly and reflect holiness.

The world's attitude toward fashion, Mohler 
said, should not be the church's. "The [world's] atti­
tude is if you've got it, flaunt it. Leave as little to the 
imagination as possible. I don't believe regenerate 
Christian women leave home with this attitude."

Nevertheless, because of naivete, carelessness, 
busy lifestyles, or cultural pressures, some women 
dress immodestly in church, Mohler, wife of South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary president R. Albert 
Mohler Jr., said. "What it looks like to the world is,
'Christian women dress 
like we do."'

She admitted that 
there are seeker-sensi­
tive issues involved. 
In the past, people 
may have looked 
down on someone 
not dressed in tra­
ditional Sunday 
morning attire, she 
said. But what "be­
gan as a well-inten­
tioned move to coun­
ter that" has gone awry. 
"Now the flood gates are 
open, and anything 
goes. It's going to be very 
hard for us to recover 
and to take steps back [in 
tire other direction!.

"We must remember 
what battles men face to 
stay pure as they are 
stimulated visually by 
women,” Mohler said. 
"[To] have it flaunted in 
their faces... at church is 
an abomination.

"Whenever I speak

Establish dialogue 
about modesty with 
your daughter early, 
preferably before 
puberty. If you wait 
until she develops to 
address it, she may 
feel self-conscious and 
guilty about the beau­
ty that's growing in 
her. The issue is not 
her body. God made 
it, and it is beautiful. 
The issue is what her 
clothes say about her.

on this, mothers of sons say, 'Please continue to pro­
claim this message wherever you can... .We don’t 
have daughters... but we have sons that are look­
ing at how [other parents'] daughters dress.’"

Baptist Press, October 9, 2002
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MODESTY

BOOKS BY DANNAH

THE CLOTHES CRISIS — Continued from page 5

Growing Up Too Fast
Fashion magazines, trendy clothing, 
and even toys that target young girls 
may be robbing our daughters of 
their childhood.

“Culture’s ‘hootchie’ factor steams par­

ents of girls” yelled the headline in large print 
across the newspaper page. Writer Mary Kaye 
Ritz (Gannett News Service, June 4, 2003) had 
interviewed a mix of parents and social 
observers on the increasing sexualization of 
young girls.

One sixteen-year-old shopping with her 
family is quoted as teasing her seven-year-old 
sister about dressing too “hootchie,” while their 
mother admired a pair of shorts “no longer 
than a hand” for her younger daughter. And a 
father was unconcerned when his seven-year- 
old daughter pulled a Bratz doll from her 
McDonald’s Happy Meal. Bratz dolls, “with a 
passion for fashion,” wear platform heels, tube 
tops, hip-hugging bottoms, and short skirts.

Philosophy professor Poranee Natadecha- 
Sponsel said that while boys are allowed to be 
boys, girls don’t get a childhood. “They say 
girls mature faster, but now we have forced 
them to mature even faster ... we channel 
them to ... fit into the image that society 

wants.”
Kay Hymowitz, author of Ready or Not: 

What Happens When We Treat Children as Small 
Adults (Encounter, 2000), offered sad com­

mentary on the toys and clothes that push 
children into early maturity “We gave up in the 
last twenty-five or thirty years the notion that 
children needed to be protected from sex and 
from the gritty realities of life. We express shock 
and dismay, but there’s a huge market for this. 
I don’t think there’s enough parental conviction 

to stop it.” 

attention—has little to do with 
her personally, she’ll begin to 
see that she only cheapens 
herself by playing into this 
male impulse.

Establish dialogue and 

expectations early.

If you explain these simple 
principles to your daughter 
before puberty she is more like­

ly to embrace them. When we 
wait until our daughters devel­
op to address modesty, they 
often feel self-conscious and 
guilty about the beauty that’s 
growing in them. The issue is 
not her body God made it, and 
it is beautiful. The issue is what 
her clothes say about her.

Our daughter, Lexi, is nine, 
and we’ve said good-bye to 
spaghetti strap T-shirts. We’ve 
encouraged her to sit in front 
of the mirror before she leaves 
the house in shorts or a skirt 
so she can make sure her

underpants don’t show. And 
she’s quick to ask me if I’ve 

tested my fashion choices. She 
likes the responsibility that 
comes with these mature 
guidelines. Because I’ve intro­
duced this issue early, it’s a 
neat “girl thing” for us to 
share, not a rule that causes 
friction between us. I hope 
she’ll see the benefits of these 
choices and keep making wise 
decisions as she moves into 
her teen years.

Remember, the battle is not 
just about clothes.

At the heart of the modesty 
issue is something precious— 
a girl’s sense of worth. Sexy 
clothes grab attention, but for 
all the wrong reasons. When a 
girl discovers how easy it is to 
attract boys with her body, 
she’ll be less likely to invest in 
developing the inner qualities 
that will make her truly beauti-

ful. She’ll eventually recognize 
the shallowness of the attention 
she’s received, but she may 
doubt she has more than her 
body to offer.

Girls also need to know that 
they invite a host of assumptions 
about their character when 

they dress in a provocative way 
Sadly, teenagers are not always 
kind to girls who appear to be 
open to sexual activity And 
once a girl is labeled with a 
poor reputation, it can be hard 
to prove otherwise.

Help your daughter discover 
the gifts for which she wants to 
be recognized and give her the 
opportunity to explore those 
gifts. And help her understand 
that people really will judge her 
by how she looks.

You might be asking your­
self if this is a battle worth 
fighting. Isn’t your precious 
daughter worth a few argu­
ments over hemlines? 0

secret
Keeper

GRESH

Secret Keeper: The Delicate 
Power of Modesty

We live in the age of low-rise jeans and backless shirts. Many girls and young women cannot even define modesty, much less know how to live it out.

■HI

Dannah Gresh has a message for them: Modesty itself holds a delicate yet formidable power. In a very “cool” way, she teach­es that modesty expresses your love for and obedience to God and issues a challenge for one man to earn your virtue.
BKSEC $8.99 ea.

And the Bride Wore White: 
Seven Secrets to Sexual PurityDannah uses a warm and revealing writ­ing style to reach the hearts of teen girls, exposing Satan’s lies about sex and giving seven secrets of sexual purity to apply during the dating years. She includes entries from her diaries that show the joys and heartaches and the successes and failures of her own dating experiences.
BKBRI $12.99 ea.
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LifeWay presents a collection of certified prints you will be proud to display. The Art of LifeWay is 
available in unframed and framed prints on the Internet. Visit www.lifeway.com/art to view the collection.

' 1 he//1 of LifeWay
Celebrating 60 Years of Biblical Illustrations

Walk With Him

The first collection of five 

themed images is based 

on the life of Christ. 

Other collections will be 

available soon.

In addition to the frames above,

These visual reminders are perfect for 

Sunday School rooms, family areas 

or other locations in your church.

Purchase the prints individually or the collection of five at a 

discounted price. For more information: 

www. I if eway. co m/a rt 
888.408.5580

“Fear Not” also is available in a

beautiful double-mat presentation

perfect for home or office.

Display a timeless message of hope and encouragement 
in your church, home or office.

______
LifeWay
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BATTLING CYBERPORNEnough! PARENTS JOIN LIBRARIANS 
FED UP WITH PORNOGRAPHY

BY TOM STRODE The Minneapolis 12 may be “The Dirty Dozen” to the elites of the 
library world. These twelve librarians at the downtown public library 
in Minneapolis said “Enough is enough” regarding Internet pornogra­
phy in their workplace. Stiff-armed by their library’s administration, 
they filed a federal lawsuit in March seeking $450,000 apiece in 
damages and an improved work environment.

Their action came after what they described as years of undesired 
exposure to graphic sexual images, as well as harassment by men 
viewing pom sites on the library^ computers. The librarians said in 
their suit these regular patrons have engaged in sexual acts while 
viewing the material, threatened them, and stalked some of them 
outside the workplace, the St. Paul Pioneer Press reported. “We were 
living in hell, and they were unwilling to acknowledge the problem,” 
said Wendy Adamson, one of the twelve.

The problem of patrons accessing pornography on library comput­
ers is not limited to the Minneapolis library Encouraged by policies of 
the American Library Association, many public libraries have refused 
to restrict the use of computers for viewing and even printing hard­
core pornography, including child pornography As a result, the expo­
sure of children to obscene images —both on their initiative and by 
the actions of adults — has become a reality in too many libraries.

“Librarians have actually told people to mind their own business 

an expert on the issue. Libraries have even reported-attempts by adult 
pom viewers to molest children.

A growing number of libraries are dealing with the problem, at 
least in some form. By the end of 2001, 43 percent of public libraries 
had installed filters to screen obscenity and child pom, at least in the 
childrens section, Library Journal reported. This marked an increase 
from 31 percent a year earlier. “That kind of increase is a good rebut­
tal to the ludicrous claim by the American Library Association that 
filters don’t work," LaRue said.

Parents and other citizens should express their concerns at a meet­
ing of their local library board with the following facts, LaRue said:

• The ALA is a private trade association that has no authority 
over local libraries;

• Recent studies, such as that by the Kaiser Foundation 
(  
News_Release.pdf), demonstrate filters are effective;
www.kff.org/content/2002/20021210a/Intemet_Filtering_

• Newer filtering software allows settings to be changed to 
provide access to wrongly blocked Internet sites;

• The U.S. Supreme Court recently upheld a law that requires 
filters at libraries that receive federal discounts for Internet use.

http://www.kff.org/content/2002/20021210a/Intemet_Filtering_


1 rom an inner-city mission in Hamilton, 
Ohio, to the nation of Malawi in South: 
eastern Africa, hunger has many faces.
It is no respecter of persons, striking the 
newborn babe to the village elder with 
equal vehemence, claiming as many as 
20,000 lives each day.

In 2002, gifts to the Southern 
Baptist World Hunger Fund provided 
over, 3.5 million meals for needy

, people in the United States and

ant to be part of the solution to the grid’s hunger crisis?

—Richard Land
President, The Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission

>• Canada at an amazing average cost 
J of 33 cents each. Through these 
I dedicated efforts to minister to 

people s physical and spiritual needs, 
over 17,500 professions of faith 
were recorded.

Overseas, the World Hunger Fund 
underwrote over 222 hunger and relief 
projects in 62 countries. These evange- 
listically oriented ministries included 
emergency food aid, well drilling, agri­
cultural and vocational training, and 
nutrition-related healthcare.

Your gifts to the Southern Baptist 
ag;; World Hunger Fund are used 100 

. percent for hunger ministry with not 
' * a dime taken out for administration 
I or promotion. That’s a fact no other 

”C hunger ministry can match. Your 

participation in the Spirit-led work of 
the World Hunger Fund honors Christ 
and fulfills His command to care for 
those in need (Luke 3:11).
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2.4 Million Pounds of Food
By Ricky Hardison (BP)

At press time, a 2,4-million- 
pound “gift of love” is on its way 
to hungry Iraqi families, thanks to 
the generosity of Southern 
Baptists. Donors spent approxi­
mately $2 million filling these 
boxes, creating a mass of food 
exceeding the weight of more 
than 590 full-size trucks.

Since mid-April, churches 
from, across the country have 
been filling 70-pound boxes 
with rice, flour, beans, and other 
staples of Middle Eastern diets. 
One box will feed a family of five 
for approximately one month.

“I can’t thank Southern
Baptists enough—individuals, Sunday School 
classes, churches, state conventions, and disaster 
relief teams,” said Jim Brown, director of world 
hunger and relief ministries at the International 
Mission Board. “Everyone pitched in to physically 
help needy Iraqis. I will be forever grateful for 
the love and concern expressed through their 
involvement.”

The food likely will be in the hands of needy Iraqi 
families as soon as early August, Brown said. “Relief 
efforts generally push for great assistance in large 
cities immediately following a disaster, but humanitar­
ian aid tends typically to die out after a few months. 
That's exactly when regional workers will team with 
local officials to supply isolated, needy areas in south­
ern Iraq with assistance.”

The boxes, stamped with John 1:17 and a 
greeting from Southern Baptists in Arabic, “will be 
specifically delivered to hungry families rather than 
being mass-distributed at a refugee camp,” he said.

Collected for Iraqi Families

Volunteers load boxes of food onto a trailer at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church in Colonial Heights, 

l/a Below, workers tightly pack boxes into a shipping container.

What Difference Can 
[Personally Make in the 
Fight Against World Hunger?

$20 per month might sponsor one child 

through a private charity.

But by giving $20 per month through the 

Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund, 

you can:

a Provide a constant supply of fresh 
water for 5 families in West Africa $ 6.25

A Give a meal to 80 homeless women 
and children in Uganda 9.60

k Supply meals to 9 homeless 
children in Guatemala .99

A Furnish 15-lb. food boxes to 3 needy 
families in Washington, D. C. 3.15

TOTAL ~$I999

“This project will help aid workers build and sustain 
credible relationships with new Iraqi friends, relation­
ships I believe God will honor and bless in His way 
and His time.”

The hands-on effort has raised awareness of 
missions in ways that appeals for money often do not. 
“We’ve had people who have never before had any­
thing to do with missions bring a bag of flour or a sack 
of beans to add to their Sunday School class’s box,” 
said Nan Sugg, a former missionary to Taiwan now 
serving with First Baptist Church in Jackson, Miss.

The estimated 
freight cost of the 
project is $325,000, 
which will be paid 
out of the IMB’s 
World Hunger Fund, 
monies that are 
donated by Southern 
Baptist churches.

With a $20-per-month commit­
ment, you personally can impact 
as many as 1500 lives in the 
name of Christ in one year.

Your gifts designated for the Southern 

Baptist World Hunger Fund can be:

A Given through your local Southern 
Baptist Church

A Sent to your state Baptist convention 
(NOTE: States vary in how hunger fund 
gifts are distributed. For more information, 
contact your state Baptist convention.)

a Sent to the International Mission Board: 
3806 Monument Drive
Richmond, VA 23230-0767

a Sent to the North American
Mission Board:
4200 North Point Parkway 
Alpharetta, GA 30022-4176

Suffering in Silence

Cam Cardow, Ottawa Citizen, www.caglecartoons.com
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Internatio n-a l Relief

Feeding the Hungry 
in JVIciluwi ...............

I want to tell you about how Southern Baptists are feeding 
the hungry in Malawi, a nation of some ten million people in 
Southeastern Africa. Thousands there are daily facing hunger 
and starvation. Old people say it’s the worst food situation 
they can remember.

First, you’ve seen ads that plead for your money to help 
the starving, anonymous masses. This is not like that. These 
are not anonymous people! Many of these hungry people 
are believers in Jesus Christ.

Missionaries you support have helped develop Baptist 
work in Malawi since the 1950s, building on the efforts of 
British missionaries going back to the late 1800s, when
Scottish missionary-explorer David Livingstone worked here.
People say Malawi is responsive to the gospel these days, 

but it has taken a century of hard mission­
ary work for that to be said.

Second, you need to know that food is 
distributed with a high degree of accounta­
bility. Your missionaries work closely with 
Baptist pastors to identify people in their 
congregations or neighborhoods who are 
the most needy. This is hard for pastors. 
If all of your several hundred members are 
hungry, and there is only food for some, 
how would you decide who should receive 
food? Widows and orphans are given high 
priority—a biblical mandate. People who

As Baptists distributed food 

and seed, they also demon-

strated God’s love as stated 
in John 3:16.

pick up food or seed packets are named 
on lists that have received much thought and prayer.

Third, while the Southern Baptist-sponsored feeding 
program in Malawi went well last year, it was small when

Families receiving food and seed also receive gospel tracts printed in the 

Chichewa language.

other organizations and then meet those needs.
Fourth, people in this coverage live close to the edge 

in the best of years. Even in a "normal” year, people may 
go hungry, depending on the crops they can raise on their 
small farms, which average an acre or less in size.

Fifth, you can read elsewhere about whether government 
leaders or policies contributed to Africa's hunger problem. 
The fact is, as Christians we’re bound to help feed the 
hungry, whatever the cause.

Sixth, when you give to the World Hunger Fund, not 
one penny is used for promotion or “overhead.” All money 
is used for food. Few other programs can make that claim.

Southern Baptist giving is saving lives in Malawi, but 
many people there are still hungry. They are not to the 
skin-and-bones, near-death state you have seen in years 
past. In part, Southern Baptists have helped things from 
getting that bad.

Referring to the infamous 1984 famine, 

in which a million Ethiopians starved to 

death, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles 

Zenawi told the BBC last year, “If that 

was a nightmare, then this will be too 

ghastly to contemplate." Rep. Frank 

Wolfe (R-Va.) reported in a Washington 

Post op-ed (May 11,2003) that 20 

million people could soon be at risk.

compared to what was needed. 
SBC missionaries have tried to 
identify gaps in the programs 
run by the government and

Adapted from Commission, March-April 2003

Given good rains and hard work, a packet of seed provided by Southern Baptists will feed a family for a year.

of Hunger aoo4



continues to climb the charts.

April 17, 2003
l/ictorq Chapel (Cleveland, Ohio)

Dear Journal,

Journal author Britt Edwards (foreground) 

plays the piano and sings with the Christian 

rock band The Swift (www.the-swift.org).
Their self-titled release on Flicker Records

Alex lived under a 

nearby bridge until 

someone at Victory 
Chapel invited him in. 

Today he lives at the 

church and “takes care 

of the place." Britt 

found himself envious of 

Alex’s passion for God.

i rinu t believe I've ever been so -w-io'i-——

humbled The band and Mif wife and I stepped 
nut of our new fifteen passenger van in front of 

l/ietoru Chapel. This church, no bigger than some

. tunn anu of the 3000 seat worship centers

with Audio Adrenaline headlining].

It Utas a long shot from an auditorium, far from a 
meua church campus, and certainlg not the result of a successful building

mm rm tte World Kukht turd. /TWs * hnser hMW m'n bee» pmotirs ok tor J

T,e churchs front door is right off of the sidewalk and opens into a small hallwag that has on the left a huge 
closet full of clothes available for people in need and a classroom where Bible studies are taught m a varietg of 
^anauaoesOn heo^ * a room that serves as a pantrg. Immediatelg ahead w where the

pi3KO 3td KK OrSa, ttet to, «« « rrtKd SSt tO to

right of the pulpit. Mt elsewhere in the room were thin™ tw m.-
, was more than a ulacp m i^ij m^i ■/e T-s jested this roomAw ' fliB. was a serving buffet with a stack nf^^63'^3^ UP a9ai*st one wa//

I to it. Folding cha^ koldi^ kot buns next

i»f« a Mg center mml ]Je(t„e£'!p]"“, X"! ,raKro'"ed

“T - - **u
i "awS 1" ta““ *" * r« «

r M°3t °F US 50 m“ck tkaf lack And the 

uw problem is that weve grown to depend on all the stuff that weve
..  accumulated. Then we think that we are somehow in need if we

aoos The Face
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Oklahoma Program Still Touches 
lives Despite Recession I A.

The missing teeth and precious smile of the young at church are bright spots in lives
Kiowa Indian girl tugged the heartstrings of many 
readers in 1997. Elsie was seven years old when 
she was photographed eating fried bread at the 
Sunday lunch served by her church. Six years later, 
this vivacious teen is still active in the Fellowship 
of American Indians Mission and still enjoying the 
weekly meals that she and about seventy other 
children receive. This tiny congregation touches 
literally thousands of lives through their ministry 
of compassion and grace.

Each week, 160-170 hot meals are served, 
200 sack lunches are distributed, and 3-4 

Pastor John Edwards baptizes 

new believers in Honey Creek. 

The Fellowship of American Indians 

Mission sees an average of three 

people per week come to faith in 

Jesus Christ.

families receive groceries. For some, the 
problem is unemployment. The community 
of Chickasha, Oklahoma, has experienced 
the sting of recession like most of the 
nation. For others, the problem is under­
employment. Many work hard, but their 
jobs are low paying. In some families, 
addictions result in the children receiving 
inadequate food.

For Elsie and her four siblings, the meals Elsie Horse in 1997

that are often defined by need. 
According to Tiwanna Edwards, 
wife of pastor John Edwards, 
“For some of the children, the 
only nutritious meals they get are 
at the church. The children get in

Kiowa Indian Elsie Horse today 

with a young relative

the van and ask what there will be to eat. Often they eat 
three or four hot dogs or sandwiches each. Every one of 
them comes back for seconds.”

Sadly, the decline in gifts to the World Hunger Fund 
over the last three years has spelled hardship for this faith 
ministry. When asked how they have coped with the 

decline in funds, Mrs. Edwards replied, “We 
skimp. We’ve changed the menu to less 
expensive things. The meals are not as nutri­
tious as what we used to give them.”

But lives are eternally impacted through 
this humble ministry that sees an average of 
three people per week come to faith in Jesus 
Christ. Two years ago, Elsie received Christ as 
her Savior and Lord, offering living proof of 
the power of Christian compassion.New Life Baptist Mission

By Larry & Linda Gaines

New Life Baptist Mission is a Southern Baptist inner-city 
mission in Hamilton, Ohio, just north of Cincinnati. Our varied 
ministries include a soup kitchen, food pantry, clothes closet, 
and furniture and household goods distribution. We also part­
ner with a crisis pregnancy center and offer the opportunity for 
people to complete court-ordered community service hours. 
All of these ministries are supported by daily prayer time and 
worship services. The mission serves about 3000 hot meals 
and provides groceries for about 600 families each month.

The mission also gives an opportunity for Christians
to serve and witness for the 

Lord. Each month, 
local churches and 
visiting mission 
teams provide 300- 
350 volunteers. 
Serving meals, 
washing dishes, 
cleaning, picking 
up donations, and 

bagging groceries all display the love of Christ. Our strongest wit­
ness may be the attitudes and actions we display while we work.

One of the mission's biggest impacts has been on people 
who complete community service hours here. Many volunteer 
after completing their required hours, saying the Christian 
atmosphere helps keep them from returning to an old lifestyle.

Daily prayer time is vital here. God answers prayers daily 
for our physical and spiritual needs. He has provided a new 
furnace, a van, food, funding, and an ample work force.
Our prayer board gives others a place to request His touch.
Answered prayers are continual cause for praise and awe 
at the mission.

Our newest challenge is building a new complex to 
replace our outdated facility. We will relocate and continue 
from a smaller building during the construction. Many have 
volunteered their time and labor. Present tasks and hurdles 
are that of raising funds, getting permits and approvals, and 
final plan design and approval.

New Life Baptist Mission is an everyday adventure 
with God. Please keep us in your prayers.

New Life Mission relies on 300-350 volunteers to help serve 3,000 hot meals each month.
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...... The Bible and the Poor

Tom Atwood is 

pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Oxford, 

Mississippi.

"Why should we give to the poor? After all, Jesus said there would 
always be poor people, so there’s not much we can do about it.” You've 
probably heard that viewpoint. However, no serious Bible student believes 
that Jesus intended His statement in Matthew 26:11, “The poor you will 
always have with you, but you will not always have me” to be a prohibi­
tion of helping the poor, the hungry, and the homeless. This faulty 
interpretation is a result of ignoring the context in which Jesus' words 
were spoken then isolating the passage from others that clearly teach us 
to give loving care to those in need.

A closer look at the same event in other gospels sheds some needed 
light. Mark includes some other words from Jesus in reference to the poor: 
"And you can help them any time you want” (14:7). John’s account (12:1- 
8) plainly sets forth these words as Jesus’ response to the carnal, selfish 
protest of Judas, who had been pilfering money from the money bag and 
resented the lavish gift of expensive perfume poured on Jesus' feet.

Again and again, the Scriptures instruct us to care for the needs of the 
poor. In the Old Testament law special provision was made to alleviate 
poverty. Among other things, in the Sabbath year and the Year of Jubilee 
debts were forgiven, slaves were freed, and land was restored to the orig­
inal owners (Lev. 25). The word of the Lord through the Old Testament 
prophets condemned the oppression of the poor and commended those 
who were sensitive to their needs. God speaks of the good king Josiah, 
“ 'He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. 
Is that not what it means to know me?”1 (Jer. 22:16).

It was commonly believed in Jesus’ day that wealth indicated God's

pleasure and poverty God's curse. In that ideological environment Jesus 
told of a rich man who died and went to torment in hell and a poor 
man whose death brought an escort of angels to Abraham’s side 
(Luke 16:19-23). Our Lord’s correction of this misguided stereotype 
establishes a much-needed model for all who follow Him. Poverty never 
diminishes the value of a human created in God’s image; thus Jesus 
fed the hungry and taught that a neighbor is anyone in need.

Evangelicals have at times been afflicted with astigmatism in the 
matter of caring for human need. Some have drawn a distorted conclu­
sion from the biblical witness and ministered to spiritual needs 
exclusively. Serving the needs of the poor, the hungry, and the homeless 
is clearly a part of God’s purpose for His servant people.

Meeting human need is consistent with our mission.
When the Jerusalem church commissioned Paul to go to the Gentiles, 
he was specifically instructed to "remember the poor” (Gal. 2:9-10).

Meeting human need is commanded by Scripture. Jesus 
concluded His teaching on the final separation of the “sheep from the 
goats” by saying, “Whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me” (Matt. 25:31 -46).

Meeting human need is a consequence of saving faith. James 
is painfully clear: Faith without action is useless (2:14-17).

Meeting human need is the character of love. The love of God 
in us always moves us to minister to others both spiritually and physically. 
“Let us not love with words... but with actions and in truth. This 
then is how we know that we belong to the truth” (1 John 3:18).

“I Want to Involve My Church inHunger Ministry. Where Do We Start?”
BEAT Hunger Weekend introduces church members to an easy and effective way to help 
people who are in need. Churches participating in the BEAT Hunger Weekend program 
are asked to address hunger needs in their town by hosting a canned food drive or 
serving at a local shelter, and having church members raise money in support of the 
SBC World Hunger Fund.

Visit our Web site to learn more about the official BEAT Hunger resource kit, newly 

redesigned with everything you'll need to hold a BEAT Hunger retreat in your church 

once a year for 3 years. The kit includes a new and improved leader's manual, an 

exciting new video, reproducible pages for your students, and more.

www.beathunqerweekend.com
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rRADUATE .4surprised manywheh he fc pursued inner city ministry rightout of school. But Field has been ministering in New York’s inner

Faith & Family: World Hunger
Often used as a bulletin insert, 
this undated 4-page piece applies 
Scripture to real-life scenarios, it 
also includes statistics, prayer and 
action points, and steps to becom­
ing a Christian. It can be used on 
World Hunger Sunday, October 12, 
and throughout the year when 
sharing what Christians can

Rice Bowls
Rice bowl banks are a great way for 
a church to promote awareness and 
raise funds for the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund. All ages will enjoy 
participating as each family places a 
bowl in their home. One-time use. 
Shipping paid.

WHB0W (50 per box) $24.00/50

city since 1986, and continues to find the work exhilarat­ing, humbling, and definitely eye­opening.

do to help the millions who face 
hunger on a daily basis.

His first book, 
A Church Called 
Graffiti (Broadman& Holman, 2001) tells the story of his journey to come to terms with the message of Christ in the turbu­lent and chaotic circumstances of the inner city.

WHBULK03 $4.95/50World Hunger Poster
This ll"x 17 "poster comple­
ments the Faith & Family 
handout to help raise aware­
ness of the plight of800 million 
people worldwide.

WHP0S03 $1.50 ea.

Hunger Fund Offering Envelopes
These envelopes feature the 
Southern Baptist World Hunger 
Fund logo and are used to encour­
age support for the World Hunger 
Fund, where lOff/o of gifts received 
are used for hunger ministry.

WHENV (sold in lots of 50 only) $3.10/50

His latest book, Mercy Streets (Broadman & Holman, Sept. 2003),focuses on the Ephesians 1:18 concept of “having the eyes of your heart enlightened,” and concludes, as Francis Schaeffer did, that people are “magnificent, even in ruin.” Field

Hunger Facts
This informative ministry aid contains compelling 
graphics and startling statistics to quickly inform your 
congregation regarding the awesome scope of this global 
problem. Also featured are details of Southern Baptist 
involvement in hunger ministries.

Dime-a-Day for Hungiy People
These coin folders hold 30 dimes and are designed for 
children to set aside IOC per day for world hunger. At the end 
of each month, children can cash in their dimes and send 
$3.00 to the World Hunger Fund. These reusable cards make 
wonderful teaching tools.

WHDIM (sold in lots of 10) $5.50/10

WHFACU03

teaches that we all must see with the eyes of Christ as we live to share His hope with others and uses colorful stories of people whose tragedy turns to redemption to prove his point.Both books are available at:

Faces of Hunger
This 8-page magazine encourages 
believers to support the Southern 
Baptist World Hunger Fund. Readers 
will learn what Southern Baptists are 
doing around the world and in the 
U.S. to meet needs of the hungry and 
hurting. They will also realize they 
can personally impact the lives of

$4.00/10
The Bible Speaks on Hunger
The Bible speaks clearly and frequently 
of those who are hungry and in need. 
Pastors, teachers, and other leaders will 
find this pamphlet a valuable resource in 
educating and equipping the saints 
on this vital issue.

BSHUNU $4.60/20When Will We Cry?
hungry people in their community and around the globe 
with food for the body and the Good News of Jesus Christ.

WHHUN03 $12.50/50

www.familybookstore.net

For more information call the 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 
at 1-800-475-9127 or e-mail 
questions to orders@erlc.com,

All scripture quotations, unless other­

wise indicated, are taken from the 

HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION® NW® Copyright © 1973, 

1978,1984 by International Bible 

Society. Used by permission of

Change Canisters
Change canisters serve as a great 
mission project for youth groups, 
missions organizations, Sunday 
School classes, or other church 
groups. They can be placed in area 
businesses or even prominent places 
in the church. Lives are touched as 
the sponsoring group collects the 
proceeds for the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund, which uses 
100% for hunger relief.

$10.00/4

This penetrating video introduces 
viewers to hunger and relief ministries 
in the US. and around the world. 
Featuring comments of appreciation 
from SBC agency executives for sys­
tematic giving, the video allows 
Southern Baptists to see how God 
is using their hunger fund gifts.

VTWHE (VHS, 28 min.) $7.00 ea.

Zondervan. All rights reserved.

WHCAN-4 (4 per box)

To make a donation toward hunger relief, please send 
your gift to the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund in 
care of your local church, your state Baptist convention 
office, NAMB, or IMB (see page 2 for more details). If 
you would like to give on a monthly basis through bank 
draft, call 1 -800-475-9127 for details.

For additional products call 1-800-475-9127 or mfwww.familybookstore.net. E-mail questions to: orders@erlc.com.
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Share the Bread de Life

FREE Bulletin Inserts
Available 

flgain!
I.....

(l!3P ive everyone attending your church a colorful bulletin 

insert that clearly presents the "Way to Heaven" from the 
book of Romans. They also provide helpful information 
on the ministries of LifeWay Christian Resources.
Once more, these “Way to Heaven" bulletin inserts are 
available free from LifeWay for one-time use in your 
church’s ministries.* Even if you ordered them last year, 
you can order again. Simply contact the LifeWay 
Communications Department:

Phone: 615-251-5686
or

Email: info@lifeway.com

or

Mail the Order Form Below to LifeWay.

Please be sure to include your shipping address and the 
quantity of bulletin inserts you need for one-time use. 
Mention this magazine when you request your free inserts.

* These free inserts are available while supply lasts.

Biblical Solutions for Life

Scripture quotation from the Holman Christian Standard Bible 
© Copyright 2000 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

All bulletin inserts are 4"x7

The way to heaven takes a step of faith.

How to find eternal life.
God's power can make us secure.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God's power 
for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and 

also to the Greek." (Romans 1:16HCS®

God's power can result in change.
"Or do you despise the riches of His kindness, restraint, 

and patience, not recognizing that God's kindness is intended 
to lead you to repentance?" (Romans 2:4 HCSB)

Sin makes change necessary.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

(Romans 3:23 HCSB)

God still loves us.
"But God proves His own love for us in that while we were 

sinners Christ died for us!” (Romans 5:8 Hcsil)

Sin earns death, but God gives life.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23 hcsb)

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
/Dnmin« in.o_in i? nrcnt

CONFESS, REPENT, BELIEVE, CALL
“If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in 

your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
With the heart one believes, resulting in righteousness, and with 

the mouth one confesses, resulting in salvation. For everyone

(cut or tear along dotted line)

Free Bulletin Insert Offer

Street/State Route (Allow 4 weeks for delivery)

Please send our church these free “Way to Heaven” bulletin inserts for one-time use in our ministries.
Church Name:

Please print all information clearly and mail 
this order form in a stamped envelope to:

LifeWay Christian Resources
Quantity of free inserts needed:

(one-time use) One LifeWay Plaza
Shipping address: Nashville, TN 37234-0192
City_________________________________________

Send to the attention of:

State Zip _______________ or Phone: (615) 251 -5686

or Email: info@lifeway.com
L8-03

Your phone number: ( )
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PARENTS TAKE ACTION

M
ost families who are concerned 

about pornography and other ob­

jectionable material on the Inter- 

■ net have tried a filtering service.

If your experience is like mine, you may have 

been disappointed at how ineffective the service 

is—either because it is so porous or so easy to 

disable. Many parents have given up, allowing 

their families to be on-line unprotected. While 

understandable, that decision is very risky.

The good news is that there is now another 

option in the filtered Internet arena—Bsafe 

Online. Bsafe Online doesn't use older, slower 

proxy servers to filter content but instead has 

developed its own proprietary technology to 

effectively and quickly monitor the Web. The fil­

ter program on your computer works with their 

filtering system to reduce verification traffic and 

increase speed without sending all the Web 

pages and their contents through their system. 

Unlike other products, there is no perceptible dif­

ference while surfing the Web with their filter. 

Bsafe Online has very high-speed/high-capacity 

Bsafe
Protecting the family: It's what parents do.

servers located on direct network connections to 

the Internet backbone. Bsafe Online, which can 

be used with any Internet service provider (ISP), 

scans the Internet daily using automated tools 

and manual methods to produce a database of 

blocked sites. The database is maintained at var­

ious regional locations and is accessed by a ser­

vice component that is downloaded from them 

and runs on the user's computer. The service is 

difficult to detect, requires minimal system 

resources, and uses a proprietary filtering tech­

nology that Bsafe developed to provide maxi­

mum filtering with minimum bandwidth.

Bsafe uses filtering criteria to block Web sites 

featuring such issues as cults, drug use, gam­

bling, hate, pornography, and more. They also 

offer firewall protection and Web-based protect­

ed e-mail, as well filters for corporate settings 

that can be customized.

I encourage you to visit Bsafe Online today 

at http://bsafeonline.com. I love my family too 

much to allow them to surf the Internet with 

on-line predators and smut peddlers, —editor

ONLINE!

The next "call" may 
be to your family. Will 
you take a stand?

When you believe strongly about some­
thing, one Family can make a difference.

Getting library cards for their children was not 
the expected warm and fuzzy experience for Bill and 
Shannon Royce.

After two years of battles with their public library 
and even the city council, the Royces finally were able 
in early July to obtain cards for their sons under condi­
tions they could agree to as concerned Christian par­
ents. By then, some in their community had vilified 
their efforts.

It seemed a simple, coming-of-age event when 
Caleb, now eight, came home from kindergarten to 
announce he could get a library card through his 
school. His parents discovered, however, the only way 
he could receive one was if they signed away the right 
to inquire of the library what materials he had checked 
out, even in order to find an overdue book that might 
have been misplaced at home.

The policy of the Falls Church, Va., public library 
provided for absolute privacy rights for minors, even six- 
year-olds. The library board found support for its stand 
in policies of the American Library Association, the 
same private trade association that challenged in court 
the authority of Congress to require Internet filters on 
computers in public libraries that accept federal funds.

The Royces, members of First Baptist Church, 
Alexandria, Va., appealed to the library board but were 
rebuffed. The board unanimously affirmed its stance 
three times.

The battle moved to the city council. Shannon 
gained more than 180 names on a petition seeking a 
change in the policy. The Falls Church News-Press took a 
stand against the effort. The city's Democratic Commit­
tee placed an ad in the paper, expressing concern over 
Shannon’s connection with the SBC’s Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission. (She was the ERLC's director of 
government relations at the time and is now a consul­
tant to the agency.)

The Royces and their allies won a partial victory in 
April when the council voted 4-3 for a resolution per­
mitting parental access to library records for children 
under fourteen.

On July 1, Bill, Shannon, Caleb, and Nathan, five, 
went to the library and received the boys' cards.

"Parents need to sit up and take notice that even a 
library is not a safe haven," Shannon said. "Our role as 
parents is to stand in the gap, have our armor on, and 
teach our children to do the same. The cost seemed 
heavy at times, but now my children understand from 
the heart that when you believe strongly about some­
thing, one family can make a difference."©
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You need to know what's behind the shroud

BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

LIGHT* JULY/AUGUST 2003

Terrorist acts, the war on terrorism, and combat 
in Afghanistan and Iraq have brought many 
Americans face-to-face with a faith they barely 
knew before September 11, 2001. To hear 
some media commentators and politicians 
talk, Islam is all about peace. But some 
who know the religion intimately are 
making clear that assertion is not 
quite accurate.
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▲ There are approximately 6 million Muslims currently 
living in the U.S.

A There are 1.3 billion Muslims in the world today.

▲ There is not a single true democracy among the 55 Muslim 
nations in the world.

▲ Muslim immigrant percentages in the populations of vari­
ous European nations range from 10-20%.

▲ Mohammed engaged in 47 battles, and the Koran includes 
109 specific verses about war.

▲ The Koran prescribes armed struggle, polygamy, and slavery 
as normative for Muslims in perpetuity until Islam becomes 
"victorious over every other religion" (Koran 61:9).

▲ "Believers, make war on the infidels who dwell around you" 
(Koran 9:123).

A "Believers! Retaliation is decreed for you in bloodshed!" 
(Koran 2:178).

A peaceful faith?

Today over 300,000 young 
men are being trained as holy 
warriors in madrassahs, Ergun 
Caner said. “These young men, 
mujahideen, are tactically 
trained with weapons for the 

urpose of infiltration into the 
nholy places and the expulsion 

of the kafir (infidels) from the 
land of the Muslim,” explained 
Caner, who authored the book 
Unveiling Islam with his brother 
Emir Caner. In both the Qur’an 
and the Hadith, the holy books 
of Islam, the kafir must be con­
verted or conquered, he says.

Caner insisted that jihad is 
not personal struggle for piety, 
as some have alleged since 
September 11, 2001. “This is 
the most understated irony in 
history," he continued, saying 
Muslims pride themselves on 
the fact that things have not 
changed since the days of 
Mohammed. And he should 
know. Caner was reared in a 
strict, devout Islamic home and 
was a member of the Islamic 
Youth Jihad in Columbus, Ohio.

“The central core of 
Mohammed’s teaching is mili­
taristic. Everything is based on 
victory Jihad is the highest and 
noblest honor,” he stressed, 

saying news commentators 
and other so-called experts are 
seeking to redefine the religion 
as a peace-loving faith. Caner 
believes those who plotted 
and carried out the attacks 
on American soil, as well 
as all other terrorist assaults 
against Western interests, 
understand the Qur’an well 
and are following the “teachings 
of the jihad to the letter.”

Islamic "evangelism" 
terror-filled

While it wasn’t his intention, 
President Bush uttered a half­
truth when he said the U.S. is 
not at war with Islam, suggested 
Caner, professor of theology and 
church history at Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, Va. “A 
huge portion of Islam is at war 
with us—not with America the 
geopolitical superpower, but 
with America the Christian 
nation. This is their crusade,” 
he said.

The surge in terrorism 
against the West and Jews 
worldwide is not simply an 
aberrant, extremist expression 
of Islam, Caner insisted.

“There are huge sections 

of Islam that are not only in 

declared holy war against us, 
they consider themselves the 
purists,” he continued. “The 
people who call themselves 
Christians who set up a com­
pound somewhere and seek to 
pick people off with a gun or 
blow up a clinic in the name 
of Jesus do so against Christ’s 
teachings,” he explains. ‘Yet 
when a Muslim straps bombs 
to himself, believing it is his task 
to die for Allah, he does so in 
adherence to Islamic teachings.”

This is the fulfillment of their 
faith, he says. “Mohammed’s 
final words were, ‘Turn the 
pagans out of the Arabian 
Peninsula’ (Hadith 5:176),” 
he stated.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a**

"The Koran, unlike the New Testament, is its own worst 
detractor—but only when it is read by people who are not 

predisposed by intense brainwashing to accept it as 
inspired by God. Arab-speaking Muslims refused for 

centuries to allow the Koran to be translated 
from Arabic. They said it was because no 

other language could convey the mean­
ing so awesomely expressed in Arabic. 
But anyone who has read the Koran with 
an unfettered mind can easily guess their 
real reason. Arab Muslims were afraid to 

risk letting Muslim speakers of other lan­
guages discover for themselves how incredi­

bly boring, tediously repetitive, shockingly violent and 
amoral the Koran actually is."

Don Richardson, Secrets of the Koran (Regal)

Jihad manifests itself in more 
ways than just terrorism and 
attacks on non-Muslims, Caner 
warned. “Muslims do not want 
Christian missionaries in their 
countries, yet they are deter­
mined to spread Islam across the 
world. That too is jihad. I call 
the recent attempts to redefine 
Islam the ‘Purpose-driven 

Mosque,”’ Caner continued, say­
ing it appears that many of these 
people are using a set of talking 
points that have been sketched 
out to make Islam appear “more 
palatable.

“And oddly enough, 34,000 
non-Muslim people have con­
verted to Islam since Septem­
ber 11, 2001, according to poll­
ster George Gallup,” Caner said. Continued on page 12
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Secrets of the Koran: 
Revealing Insights into 
Islam’s Holy Book
BY DON RICHARDSON

Is the Koran a book of peace 
or a book of war? Is there real­
ly an Islamic strategy for world 
domination? If you want to 
know what the Koran is really 
about, you have to know what

SECRETS
O F III I

KORAN

it really says. Don Richardson gives you an inside look 
at the Koran, helping to separate fact from fiction. (Regal)

REVEALED
ACIvistlanArab'sYiewoflslam 
Dr.AHlS A. SHORROSH

Islam Revealed: A 
Christian Arab’s 
View of Islam
BY ANIS A. SHORROSH

Drawing on his experiences as a 
Palestinian-born Arab Christian 
plus years of research, Dr. Shor- 
rosh explains the driving force 
behind the fanatical, moderate, 
and conservative sects of Islam.

His comparisons of the Islam Koran with the Hebrew- 
Christian Bible reveal the contradictions and inaccura­
cies that form the basis for Muslim beliefs. Shorrosh also 
contrasts the turbulent life of Islam’s prophet, Muham­
mad, with the holy, virtuous life of Jesus. (Nelson)

Unveiling Islam: An 
Insider’s Look at 
Muslim Life and Beliefs 
BY ERGUN MEHMET CANER 
AND EMIR FETHI CANER

Islam often is obscured by a 
veil of unfamiliar beliefs, cus­
toms, and practices. But what 
is Islam? Raised as Sunni 
Muslims by a leader in the
mosque, the authors have lived the Muslim life. Now 
Christians and highly respected theologians, the Caner 
brothers give an unprecedented insiders look at Islam 
and present a practical strategy Christians can use to 
open a productive dialogue with Muslims. (Krogel)

More Than a Prophet: 
An Insider’s Response to 
Muslim Beliefs About 
Jesus & Christianity
BY ERGUN MEHMET CANER 
AND EMIR FETHI CANER

To Muslims, Jesus is a prophet, 
one of many throughout history. 
For Christians, Jesus is more

than a prophet; He is God incarnate, Savior, and Lord. 
More Than a Prophet answers nearly 150 questions about 
Islamic and Christian faith and is an indispensable 
handbook for Christians who want to share their faith 
with sensitivity and intellectual honesty. (Kregel)

These books are 
available at:

www.familybookstore.net

UNVEILING 
ISLAM—
Continued from page 11

Fundamentals of the faith

According to Caner, faithful 
Muslims go to the mosque every 
Friday, practice Ramadan and 
fast, read the Qur’an, and seek to 
work out their salvation. “Within 
Islam there is not atonement for 
sin, it is weighed by Allah on a 
balance scale,” he said.

Every Muslim believes you 
can follow the five pillars of 
Islam (its fundamental beliefs), 
die, and still go to “hellfire” if 
you have done more bad than 
good. “You must be 51 percent 
righteous to make it into par­
adise,” Caner said, quoting his 
brother and co-author Emir.

In fact jihad provides the 
Muslim the only true eternal 
security, for Allah promises jihad 
martyrs “eternal forgiveness,” 
Caner said.

As a teenager, Caner was 
shocked when a friend asked 
him to church. “No one had 
ever invited me to church. I had 
never been exposed to 
Christians who were actually 
loving, and I had never been 
exposed to the Gospel,” he said.

“I went into the church 
assuming I would experience 
animosity, that they were going 
to hate me. As a Muslim youth 
I was taught that we are at war 
with one another. Instead, the 
people in that church loved me 
to the cross and the pastor 
unapologetically preached that 
by repentance and turning your 
heart to Jesus Christ you would 
find forgiveness—no scales in­
volved. After hearing the mes­
sage that the atonement of Christ 
meant that I didn’t have to shed 
my blood, I ran to the altar that 
Thursday night,” he recalled.

Not surprisingly, Caner’s 
family was not pleased with his 
decision to embrace Christ. His 
father told him never to speak of 
it again. “When someone turns 
to Christ within a Muslim fami­
ly, it is not just a dishonorable 

act. The Hadith teaches that if 
anybody abandons his Islamic 
faith, he is to be killed,” he said, 
noting that it was considered an 
act of mercy when his family 
disowned him and his brother 
instead of having them killed.

Allah: God's name of essential being in Islam.

Muslim: "One who submits to Allah." Follower of Islam.

Qur’an: The collected texts of Allah's revelation, corresponding 
with an original in Allah's heaven. Also transliterated "Koran."

Surah: A chapter in the Qur'an.

Injil: The New Testament Gospels, as revised in the Qur'an.

Hadith: "Story." Collection of sayings and examples of 
Muhammad; highest authority after the Qur'an.

Mujahidin: Muslims who fight in the holy wars.

Madrassah: Islamic religious school.

Muhammad: Allah's final and 
greatest prophet. \

Imam: Spiritual leader in the 
local mosque.

Hajj: Pilgrimage to 
Mecca and one of 

the 5 pillars (fun­
damentals) of 
Islam. Every Mus­
lim must make 
this journey once.

Kafir: Infidel.

Who is Jesus?

Soon after September 11, 
Caner said, one of the biggest 
churches in the United States 
brought an imam into their pul­
pit and gave him full and free 
reign to speak. His opening line 
was, “We believe in Jesus. As a 
matter of fact, we believe in Jesus 
more than you do.” Caner says 
Muslims are taught that Jesus 
was one of a myriad of prophets, 
who as a babe in his cradle said, 
“I am servant of Allah.”

“If you ask a Muslim if they 
believe in Jesus, they will say 
absolutely But ask them if He is 
Lord and God; that is the cut­
ting point. My salvation hinged 

on the fact that somebody 
taught me that Jesus couldn’t 
have been a prophet in Islam 

because in John chapter 8 Jesus 
Christ said He was God. If He 
claims to be God, He can’t be a 
prophet in Islam because a man

from Unveiling Islam by 
Ergun Caner and Emir Caner (Kregel)

who claims to be God is dis­
qualified as a prophet.

“You can’t win a Muslim to 
Christ using traditional evan­
gelistic methods,” Caner said, 

saying Christians must build 
bridges to reach a Muslim. “You 
have to find ways for them to 
trust you because for a Muslim 
trust is everything. If they trust 
you, they may not like what you 
say; but there will come a time 
when they will investigate what 
you are saying. Once they are 
listening, focus on the atone­
ment as the finished work of 

Christ and the grace of Jesus 
to do for us what we cannot 
do for ourselves,” he said.®
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'Is it realistic? Is it scriptural?
Is it balanced? Is it believable? 
Two Becoming One combines 
all four ingredients."

__ »

— Charles Swindoll 
Insight for Living

'If I had it in my power. 
Two Becoming One 
would be required read­
ing for every couple."

— Dennis Rainey 
FamilyLife

Two Becoming One Small Group Study
A I o one gets married planning to hurt their spouse. But it happens. We focus on our mate's 
/ V performance and think, "I'll be happier if I can just get my husband (or wife) to change." Yet, 

Scripture reveals a more satisfying approach to marriage.

Two Becoming One is a time-tested small group study created to help you build the marriage you've 
always wanted. You'll learn the biblical perspective on your relationship and develop practical tools 
to help your marriage succeed. Order your Two Becoming One small group study today.

BECOMING"zone
Order your materials at www.2becomingl .com or call 1-800-264-3876.
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I ambling as a virtue?
BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

William Bennett plays the 
slots, or at least he used to. The 
well-known author and public 
servant was outed by journalists 
who thought they had discov­
ered inconsistency in Bennett’s 
advocacy of public and private 
virtues and his serious interest 
in gambling. A casino insider

GAMBLING IN THE GOLDEN YEARS

Gambling among older Americans has increased dra- 

imatically. Between 1975 and 1999, the number of indi­

viduals over 65 who had gambled swelled from 35% 

to 80%. Older gamblers have their own set of serious 

problems, particularly regarding the percentage of 

their income they gamble. One study of 49 problem 

gamblers aged 56 and over showed that age and 

gender are important factors in gambling behavior.

Age First Gambled

Age Started Gambling Regularly

Years of Gambling Problems

Median Amount of Monthly 
Income Gambled in Past Month

MEN

21.2

33.2

16.0

WOMEN

41.7

54.8

5.6

187% 249%

Data: The Wager, June 19, 2002

revealed the depth of Bennett’s 
interest in $500-a-play slot and 
video machines.

Those opposed to gambling, 
who believe it is an immoral 
activity, might take heart in the 
hue and cry over the former 
anti-drug czar’s reported gam­
bling escapades, until they see 
that most Americans—a grow­
ing number, in fact—feel gam­

bling is not a vice. Is gambling a 
virtue then?

In reality, most Americans 
don’t see anything inconsistent 
with Bennett’s promotion of 
“family values” and virtues and 
his costly infatuation. A recent 
Gallup poll found that 63 per­
cent of Americans view gam­
bling as a morally acceptable 
activity

So is gambling really OK? Is 
it just a harmless, entertaining 
diversion for those who have 

cash to bum? Or is it a poten­
tially harmful, perhaps addictive, 

behavior?
Even the gambling industry 

admits that some people (an 
estimated 3 to 7 percent of the 
population) are biologically 
wired to be pathological gam­
blers—a danger to themselves, 
their families, and society 
Addiction rates for teenagers 
are estimated to be as high as 
11 percent—a dire fact in light 
of a growing and very accessible 
gambling venue, the Internet. 
Studies show that easy access to 
a gambling outlet increases the 
likelihood of addictive behavior.

In 1980, the American 
Psychiatric Association classified 
compulsive gambling as a men­
tal disorder. Addicts display low 
levels of dopamine and sero­
tonin, which control the brain’s 
pleasure center; and because of 
that, these people seek “artificial 

stimulation like drugs, alcohol 
and gambling,” reports a story in 
the Albany, New York’s Times 
Union (1/12/03). Once they start 
gambling, these people can’t 
stop on their own. (In reality, it’s 
tough for anyone to stop once 
they start wagering—whether 

they’re winning or losing.)
Gambling addiction is often 

called the “hidden addiction.”

IS PURCHASING A LOTTERY TICKET SO BAD?

Any form of gambling violates biblical 
principles of stewardship, for we are 
to trust in God as our provider.

Problem gamblers “don’t have 
track marks on their arm, their 
speech isn’t slurred, and they 
are not staggering down the 
street,” explains Rick Benson, 
director of Algamus Recovery 
Center in southwest Florida, 
in The Bradenton [Fla.] Herald 

(5/2/03). “But on the inside, 

the emotional chum going on 
is equally as great [as in a sub­
stance abuser],” he said.

The 1999 National Gambling 

Impact Study Commission 
Report claims each new casino 
relies on problem gamblers for 
about 30 percent of its take. 
Rebecca Martel, director of a 
center for problem gamblers, 
told the Times Union, “We don’t 
see people who just lost $1,000 
on a football game. We see peo­
ple who say, ‘I just lost $100,000 
and I have two mortgages on 
my house and I maxed out all 
my credit cards and my wife just 
found out.’ You hear about 
embezzlements, bank rob­
beries,” she adds.

According to the National 
Council on Problem Gambling, 
approximately one in five patho­

logical gamblers will attempt sui­
cide—a rate higher than for any 
other addictive disorder and 
much higher than the 4 percent 
rate within the general popula­

tion. Pathological gamblers are 
more likely to be involved in 
child abuse, domestic violence 
and neglect, homelessness, 
divorce, and criminal activity 
In addition, gamblers 
cost employers in lost 
time, lowered pro­
ductivity, and 

increased risk of criminal activity 
But not everyone has a 

propensity to become addicted 
to gambling, so does that mean 
it’s a harmless pastime for the 
rest of us? No, according to the 

National Coalition Against 
Legalized Gambling. They say— 
with evidence—that gambling’s 
costs are more than its benefits. 
Evidence abounds that when a 
casino comes into an area, retail 
businesses and restaurants suffer. 
And common sense tells us that 
when people gamble, their fami­
ly’s budget will take a hit.

Gambling targets the poor 

with its rarely stated—but
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The $61.4 billion lost in legal gambling in 2000 is more than was spent on movie tick­
ets, recorded music, theme parks, spectator sports, and video games combined.

—Christiansen Capital Advisors, www.cca-i.com

nonetheless astronomical—odds 
against gaining instant wealth. 
States anxious to plug widening 
holes in their budgets are betting 
the bank on those who are least 
able to pay Lower income and 
less-educated people spend, as a 
percentage of their income, far 
more on games of chance than 
do more affluent Americans.

While many argue gambling 
is a form of recreation, techno­
logical advances are giving it an 
/even more frightening face. In­
ternet gambling has been grow­
ing since 1995, when the first 
on-line casino was launched. 
Today an estimated 1,800 Web 
sites operating offshore offer on­

line gambling. With pop-up
Internet browser windows 

advertising the sites, 
■ young people are prime 
H targets. Dr. Howard J. 
K Shaffer of Harvard 
IL Medical School told the 

■ National Gambling 
■ Impact Study 
» Commission that elec­

tronics is to gamblers 
what crack is to cocaine.

The mental and financial 
I risk is greater because virtu- 
I al gaming is available 
I around the clock every day 

of the week in the privacy 
of one’s home.
On-line wagering could top 

$4 billion this year. Not surpris­
ingly, more than 90 percent of 
on-line wagers are made on 
credit. “You can wind up bank­
rupting your family in an 
evening,” the head of the New 
York state attorney general’s 
Internet division told the Times 
Union.

These virtual casinos are 
technically legal. Because they 
are offshore, they are out of the 
reach of the U.S. government. 
They ignore existing laws that 
prohibit people using a “wire 
connection facility” to place a 

bet across state lines. Congress 
is working to put a kink in their 
funding stream by prohibiting 
the sites from accepting credit 
cards, electronic fund transfers, 
and other bank instruments 
from U.S. gamblers.

We cannot love both God 
and money (Matt. 6:24). If we 
are preoccupied with the materi­
al gain gambling might bring 
us, our greed conflicts with 
what should be our love for 
God and neighbor. Also, gam­
bling increases the likelihood 
that a family will go into debt. 
The National Gambling Impact 
Study Commission Report 
found 40 to 60 percent of the 
money wagered by individuals 
in casinos was not brought onto 
the premises. In other words, 
the gambler secured a cash 
advance on his credit card or 
the casino extended credit.

Gambling suggests the key to 
prosperity rests with Lady Luck, 
not hard work and commitment 
to personal improvement. Such 

belief contradicts biblical teach­
ings that we are to work to sup­
port ourselves and our families. 
Furthermore, gambling violates 
the Bible’s principle of steward­
ship: God provides for us, and 
we are to trust in Him—not the 
card dealer or the government 
office that runs the lottery 
Scripture makes it clear we are 
not to worship idols, including 
scratch-off Lotto cards and slot 
machines.

There is no question that 
gambling is far from virtuous 
behavior. At its worst it can be 
life threatening and family 
destroying; at its mildest it is 
counter to God’s will for His cre­
ation and far from family-friend­
ly We should be outraged by 
the smooth sales job the gam­
bling industry and most state 
governments have done to con­
vince us that gambling is good 
for America^ families. Unfor­
tunately, their story has been 
swallowed—hook, line, and 
sinker—by the culture at large.®

laith & Family
Often used as a bulletin 
insert, this undated 4-page 
piece applies Scripture to 
real-life scenarios and 
includes statistics, prayer and 
action points, and steps to 
becoming a Christian, ft can 
be used anytime throughout
the year when sharing stewardship principles 
as they apply to gambling.

GABULK03 $4.95/50

The Luck Business
This widely quoted work on 
the devastating effects of gov­
ernment-promoted gambling 
draws on the landmark U. S. 
Gambling Study and features 
interviews with politicians, 
industry leaders, and experts. 
Robert Goodman documents

The Luck

that states promoting gambling enterprises consis­
tently fail to provide new revenue and jobs and 

cause myriad economic and social problems.

BKLUC (273 pages) $8.50 ea.

Seducing America: Is 
Gambling a Good Bet?
Rex Rogers stirs Christians 
into action with true stories of 
lives destroyed by gambling, 
offering biblical analysis and a 

hard-hitting look at legalized 
gambling^ effect on America.

BKSED (176 pages) $9.89 ea.
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BY DWAYNE HASTINGS

ETHICS FOR THE YOUNGER SET

Building a Foundation for Life

Exp erii 9

When I was a boy living in Florida, our family had a good view 
of the rockets launched from Cape Kennedy. While our house 
was miles away, we still could see those giant rockets blasting 
skyward with the astronauts’ tiny little capsule perched on top. 
We would watch on the television as the countdown went to zero
and the order was given for “liftoff.” Then we would run into our 
front yard and scan the eastern horizon for the first sight of the 
rocket. “There it is!” one of us would shout. No matter how many 
times we saw it, each launch was as exciting as the first.

I imagined what it must have been like for the first pioneers in 
space. They traveled to places no one had ever gone. They saw 
the earth and the heavens like no one had ever seen them before. 
They refused to let the bounds of earth hold them down as they 
learned more about God’s creation.

going, doing, and saying it all in His 
power. Faithful followers of God 
don’t shrink back when He calls us 
to new frontiers. We should not be 
content to sit on the sidelines and let 
others take part in exciting adventures
in faith. We need to be on the front lines 
for God, trusting Him to always be with us.

Bible truth: God expects us to push back frontiers 
to know Him better and to tell others about Him,

Bible verse: Psalm 139:8-10

RECOMMENDED READING

Men and women with similar dreams and visions founded our 
country. They risked everything, including their lives, to find a 
place where they could live freely. They did not know what was 
beyond the line where the horizon met the sea, yet they wanted 
freedom and the opportunity to share their faith openly so much 
that they boarded small wooden ships with billowing sails to look 
for a New World.

They traveled to places they could only imagine in obedience to 
their faith in Jesus.

Years earlier, brave men and women risked everything to follow the 
One they knew was the Son of God. They turned their backs on 
their pasts to explore a new frontier at the feet of Jesus. They brave­
ly suffered the ridicule of those who did not understand. The disci­
ples knew following Jesus wouldn’t be easy, and it wasn’t.

God expects us to be pioneers for Him, too—going to places, doing 
things, and saying things that we can barely imagine because we are

Our Place in Space (and 59 More Ways 
to See God Through His Creation) by 
B. J. Reinhard introduces young 
readers to the physical sciences 
while inspiring wonder about God. 
For homeschoolers, family devo­
tions, or the inquisitive kid who 
loves science, these sixty readings 
explore earth’s perfect position in 
space, the formation of clouds and 
rainbows, the power of thunder and 
lightning, and more. (Bethany House)
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